
$3.95
BAYTOWN
Greater LIFE ALONG THE TEXAS GULF COAST

MARCH  
2022

Lions Club
Gumbo Fest!

All in the 
family for

Astros employees

Glorious treasures
found on Texas Ave

Longtime neighbors
open Mont Belvieu

wine bar



If you have a high school diploma or a GED and have not attended 
Lee College since earning your diploma or GED, your first semester 
is FREE. Your costs will be paid by student financial aid and Lee 
College Foundation scholarships first, and with your consent, any 
remaining balance will be paid with CARES Act funding. These are 
grants, not loans, so you do not have to pay anything back.

FIND OUT MORE: 
www.lee.edu/apply

aa/eeo

No out-of-pocket expenses for tuition, books, and fees.

FREE TUITION, BOOKS, FEES
for High School Graduates new to Lee College.
UP TO 12 SEMESTER CREDIT HOURS

Heard college is too expensive? How does FREE sound?



The lifestyle edition of  Greater Baytown is about living well and 
helping others to do the same. Starting on page 4, Alan Dale writes how 
the Baytown Lions Club raised nearly $10,000 to serve others in the 
community.

R. Glen Wester, nationally certified teacher of  Music, is featured for his 
lifelong love of  the field, written by Robert L. Schaadt on page 6.

Matt Hollis writes about the many in one extended family working for 
the Houston Astros on page 10.

Get ready for the Sculpture Trail, sponsored by the Arts, Cultural and 
Entertainment District, written about by Mark Fleming on page 12.

Guest writer Lauree Stephens highlights Ms. Gloria's antiques in her review of  a trip 
back to Baytown all the way from London. See page 18.

Second Lieutenant Mark Wilson of  the Texas Air National Guard has leadership skills 
which began in boy scouts under the leadership of  Baytonian Eloy Valdez. Wilson was recently 
named the State Outstanding Airman of  the Year. Read more on page 20.

Alan Dale writes about Don Cunningham's creativity in building miniatures on page 22.
Find out 10 things you didn't know about Sterling Municipal Library Director Jamie Eustace 

on pages 24-25.
Roberta Hector has been an influence on many lives by teaching cosmetology for decades. 

During her swansong, her son, Les, writes about her journey from Aruba to the United States 
and how she has helped so many. See her story on page 26.

Salt + Vine, a new establishment in Mont Belvieu, is featured on page 28 with a story by 
Alan Dale. 

David Berkowitz' The Baytown Project returns on page 30, always a good read. Enjoy.
Carol Skewes

Clifton Donato and 
the La La Kings play 
for the Baytown Lions 
Club Gumbo Cookoff 
at Stallworth Stadium. 
Pictured are Clifton 
Donato on accordian, Lil' 
Robb Pitre on drums and 
Pat Guillory playing the 
rub-board.
Not pictured are Don 
Simeon on bass and 
Edward Guillory on lead 
guitar.

See story by Alan Dale on 
page 4.
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By Alan Dale

It may not have been the warmest day for a cookout, but for the Baytown Lions Club, 
there was never a better time for some gumbo.

The club held its fourth annual Gumbo Festival at Stallworth Stadium, the first time it took 
place at the legendary football facility and things couldn’t have been better in the long run.

“Even though it was a very cold and windy day, we had good turn-out for the event,” Lion 
Dwayne Litteer said. 

The event featured a car show, live music, vendors and of  course, the main attraction —
sausage gumbo, rice and potato salad all in one filling meal for take out or dine in.

“All club members were involved in planning or working the event and we all enjoyed 
working together,” Litteer said. “Lions International District Governor Lisa Free-Martin 
attended the event to cheer us on.

“We look forward to doing it again next year. The food was delicious as usual and received 
many appreciative comments.”

Litteer said the vendors came up big and many of  them included local business partners 
that supported the event through sponsorships and donations.

The events lead sponsor was Beacon Federal Credit Union.
Litteer said the car show ended up attracting 33 total cars for enthusiasts who attend the 

event.
In the end, about 500 people were served gumbo meals along with desserts and hot dogs 

for kids in attendance.
“We expect that we will make over $10,000 to help fund the Baytown Lions Club's charity 

Lions Club
gumbo 

fest warms 
chilly day

Julie Weatherly hosts The Gourmet 
Cupboard booth.

Lion LaNelle McKay helps Junior and 
Robin Forrest get their gumbo.

Bob Cowan won the car show with his 
1970 Mustang Mach 1.

Kathy Nelson and Vaughn Davidson

From left: Don Simeon, Clifton Donato, Lil' Robb 
Pitre, Pat Guillory and Edward Guillory
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projects for this year,” Litteer said. “The Baytown Lions Club funds about $35,000 annually 
in local, state, and international charities, through donations and fund raising projects which 
includes the Flags Over Baytown Project, as well as the Gumbo Festival.”

Lions charities include college scholarships for 11 graduates from Goose Creek CISD 
high schools, the Texas Lions Camp for Children with disabilities, Lions International 
Foundation world-wide relief  programs, and many local charity organizations.

Music was provided by Clifton Donato and the La La Kings. 

Lion Carol Leskovian sells Ronnie Adams a 
gumbo ticket.

Lions Garry Nelson and Carol Leskovjan

Riley and Trey Davis with Sunny Sue

Mike and Pam Shirley with their 
granddaughter Mollie Dotson

The Goose Creek Memorial High School Dazzlers dance team braved the cold to 
perform for guests of the Baytown Lions Club Gumbo Cookoff.

photos by Carol Skewes

Alex Contreras and Jose 
Najera hosted the Eddie V. 
Gray Wetlands booth.

Lion Kathy Anderson

Lion Dr Anthony Price listens intently 
to the Zydeco rhythms of Clifton 
Donato and the La La Kings.
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"God gives the talent and every person, child 
and adult, has that talent so my job is to help 

them develop it and to become independent as a 
musician to the highest potential within them.  
Each person has a different level of  potential 

and if  I can encourage them to obtain their 
highest level of  potential I feel that I have done 

my job. I just get out of  the way." 

R. Glen Wester

photos by 
Robert L. 
Schaadt

Glen Wester
Photo provided by Karen Wester



Robert L. Schaadt, 
archivist, historian, feature writer

Many people took piano lessons as a 
child, perhaps for two or three years, but 
moved on either with another instrument 
in the school bands or started playing 
sports.  In the future piano lessons were 
but a dream of  intrigue, a nag from the 
past.  

"Music should be a continuous part of  one’s 
life.  Play in a band, sing in the church, continue 
to learn."

R. Glen Wester
Now that you are financially secure 

enough or retired, you might just 
continue those piano lessons at Lee 
College.  There are some talented piano 
instructors directed by Charlotte Mueller 
that definitely can help you achieve your 
dream.

R. Glen Wester, nationally certified 
teacher of  Music, is one of  those 
instructors that teaches at Lee College 
and at his Deer Park private studio.  He 
is a master instructor and judges for the 
National Guild of  Piano Teachers. He is 
especially talented in conveying the art 
of  playing a piano, and inspiring older 
students to play.  Glen is one of  the most 
positive music teachers in Texas.  

Wester grew up on an oil lease near 
Wichita Falls, Texas in a loving family 
with a father in the oil industry.  Glen 
decided to learn the accordion at the age 
of  six and his teacher, Hazel Ruth Roby, 
instilled the love of  all music. 

The family's order for a Wurlitzer piano 
was delayed by a railroad strike for over 
a year. His parents provided the support 
and his father drove him to his piano 
lessons. During the third grade at the age 
of  nine he started piano lessons on that 
Wurlitzer that lasted until Hurricane Ike 
destroyed it at his daughter's home in 
Galveston.  

Glen always sang in the church choir 

and as his love of  music grew, he knew 
he wanted to be a music teacher. He 
suggests that he was born to be a teacher.

He joined the eighth-grade band 
playing tuba and became serious about 
his piano lessons. Eunice Sewell was his 
high school piano teacher who in his 
words was an incredible musician.  She 
taught him a Chopin that he played at his 
high school graduation. 

Following that big moment in a 
small auditorium, Wester decided to 
attend Midwestern State University 
on a scholarship, playing tuba and 
piano, receiving his Bachelor of  Music 
Education where he studied with Robert 
Reynolds and Susan Friley Madsen. 

While at Midwestern seeing the banner 
that said, "Only the Finest Serve" and his 
older brother had served in the Naval 
Reserve, he joined the U.S. Naval Reserve 
that required at least two years of  active 
duty. After graduation and fulfilling his 
weekend reserve training, Wester began 
his lifelong teaching career and private 
piano lessons, first at Campo, Colorado. 
In October 1961 the Navy called. 

In Spring 1962 Wester reported for 
active duty in Charleston, SC and after an 
audition, he was transferred to the Naval 
School of  Music located in Washington 
D.C. By singing in the base's church choir, 
he was relieved of  some of  the grueling 
basic training. By enrolling in the Naval 
School of  Music he extended his time 
in the reserve by a year, but earned the 
school's credential certificate, and did not 
have to worry about the Cuban Missile 
Crisis. In 1964 the school was relocated to 
Virginia Beach, near Norfolk, and Glen 
played at the new facility’s dedication 
program with guest conductor Arthur 
Fielder, a highlight of  his life.

Wester followed his navy duty by 
attending University of  Texas singing 
in their acapella choir, studying at the 
University of  North Texas with Larry 

Achieve a dream 
at Lee College

Glen Wester's 
music files
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Walz, receiving his Master of  Music Education degree and singing 
with the Dallas Symphony's Grand Chorus in 1969.  Singing and 
choirs were almost as important to him as playing the tuba or piano.

Wester did post-graduate work: in Stuttgart, Germany, with Gerd 
Loymeyer, whose piano concerto recordings are still listed in catalogs.  
Loymeyer was with the Stuttgart Radio Symphony Orchestra at the 
University of  Texas: and the University of  Oregon.  At Texas he met 
the love of  his life, Theresa Lois Ward, a fellow musician and teacher.  
They married in 1968. They shared many of  the teaching assignments, 
choirs, students and the love of  music so their history intertwines 
much more than most married people.  Mrs. Wester held a Bachelor 
Degree in Music from the University of  Texas and the Master of  
Music from the University of  Oregon.  

Many of  their opportunities were joint appointments and they raised 

a family of  three during their 56 years of  marriage. She taught public 
school music education for 35 years, many of  those years in Pasadena 
ISD. With classical training, she played the piano, guitar, violin, and 
sang. Together with her husband, Glen, she blessed the world with 
beautiful music for twenty years at Cedar Bayou Methodist Church as 
well as other churches and family and friend’s weddings. She remained 
active as a member of  Deer Park United Methodist Church.  She died 
of  cancer Aug. 25, 2021.

After returning from Stuttgart Germany, the Westers taught music 
at Navajo Nation in Concho, Ariz,  By the early 1970s they relocated to 
Winchester, Kentucky, to conduct the choir at Southeastern Christian 
College. Wester’s choir became known for their professionalism while 
touring the state.

Returning to Texas to be closer to family, they took positions at 

"Music should be a continuous part of  one’s life.  
Play in a band, sing in the church, continue to learn."

R. Glen Wester.  
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Vernon College for three years and Wester directed the choir at the 
Vernon Presbyterian Church followed by positions at the Iowa Park 
ISD, Springlake-Earth ISD, and Leander ISD.  At Leander their 
students and choir achieved many state accolades.  During his four 
years at Leander, Glen directed the Old Presbyterian Church Choir 
in Austin.

Moving to Southeast Texas to teach at La Marque ISD the Westers 
ended up in Deer Park.  While Teresa remained in public education 
especially at Pasadena ISD for thirty-five years. Glen decided to 
expand his private piano teaching, opening his first studio in a retail 
building that is now a Domino's Pizza shop.  They decided to live in 
Deer Park and Glen opened his second studio in the family home in 
1983. 

R. Glen Wester directed the choir at Grace United Methodist 
Church for over twenty years and that congregation merged with the 
current Cedar Bayou Grace United Methodist Church in Baytown.  
Even after leaving this position, Glen continues to sing in the Deer 
Park Methodist Church choir.

For 27 years, Wester was a piano professor at San Jacinto College 
in Pasadena, before joining the Lee College faculty in Baytown.  
Charlotte Mueller recruited him about five years ago.  
The National Guild of  Piano Teachers

To become a judge you must have years of  experience, a degree in 
music, and passing credential standards tests.  The National Guild of  
Piano Teachers invites members to become a judge.

R. Glen Wester has served more than 30 years as a competition 
judge for the National Guild of  Piano Teachers. Wester has judged in 
20 states for many festivals and competitions including the prestigious 
Kappa Kappa Phi Solo and Ensemble Competition at the University 
of  Houston, the University Interscholastic League, Texas University 
League Solo Competition, the Achievement Award Competition 
in Tyler, and The Federated Music Club's Gold Cup Competition. 
Documenting his high standing in the Guild and the world of  music 
teachers, Glen was requested to judge in Taiwan, Mexico and Hawaii. 

His students have consistently won high honors in various 
competitions, become prominent teachers and performers at the 
Texas State Music Teachers State Conventions, and were awarded 
five international scholarship scores for the National Guild of  Piano 
Teachers.  Students have additionally played with area symphonies 
including the Pasadena Philharmonic Piano Concertos and earned 
scholarships to further their education.   

Wester is nationally certified by the National Association of  Music 
Teachers and the National Guild of  Piano Teachers, being named a 
member of  the Hall of  Fame Piano Guild USA in 1999. In 1993 Glen 
was chosen Teacher of  the Year by the Pasadena Music Teachers 
Association and has served in leadership roles in the Houston Music 
Teachers Association and the Pasadena Music Teachers.

Wester has avid interests in piano repertoire and a reviewer for the 
Guild for newly published piano music.  He is a nationally recognized 
teacher and a master instructor of  Piano Marvel, an online program 
for piano instruction. He enjoys all genres from classical to show 
tunes to church music to boogie-woogie and still sings in the church 
choir.

For his last birthday, he bought an accordion and is relearning the 
joy of  playing it. Glen teaches students based on their learning style 
and abilities. 

"God gives the talent and every person, child and adult, has that talent so my 
job is to help them develop it and to become independent as a musician to the 
highest potential within them.  Each person has a different level of  potential and 
if  I can encourage them to obtain their highest level of  potential I feel that I have 
done my job. I just get out of  the way." 

R. Glen Wester

If  you are interested in any of  the programs at Lee College 
Counseling Center: email counselor@lee.edu, or  281-425-6384.  

R. Glen Wester featured on the front page of The Baytown Sun

9Greater Baytown - March 2022



By Matt Hollis

Many families will head to the ballpark this spring to enjoy one of  America’s favorite pastimes — baseball. 
For David LeCates and his family, going to the baseball games is truly a family affair. 

LeCates is an employee of  the Houston Astros and is the team’s scoreboard producer at Minute Maid Park. 
He has worked for the Astros since 1995, the first year the team went to the World Series. Since then, his 
immediate family has also worked for the Astros. His oldest son, James, second-oldest son, Matthew, nephew 
Justin Capetillo, brother-in-law Jim Bailey, youngest son, Christopher, and wife, Lisa, are also employees for 
the baseball team. 

When David LeCates began working for the team, he was coaching baseball. One day, he went to speak to 
Dr. Gene Coleman, who had joined the Astros in 1979 as the team’s strength and conditioning coach. 

“I asked him about how they scouted opponents, which is something I could use as a baseball coach,” 
David LeCates said. “He said to call him when the season got started and that he needed someone to do the 
radar gun and track pitching if  I was interested. I said sure, so that is how I got started.”

LeCates began to operate the radar gun for pitches and charted them. He recorded how fast the pitches 
were, the ball’s location within the pitcher’s box and what type of  pitch. There were a few adjustments when 
the Astros moved from the Astrodome to then-Enron Field (later to become Minute Maid Park).

“I really continued doing the same thing at Enron for the first year,” he said. “After a year or two, they said 
can you do that up in the control room instead of  you sitting there and radioing up to someone else. They said 
we have two people doing what one person can do. So, I said I can do it from up there because I sometimes 
track pitches on TV when they are on the road. So, I told them I could do it. That is what got me up to the 
control room.”

In 2004 when members of  LeCates’ family began to find employment with the Astros.   
“My oldest son, (James) who was 18 at the time, I told him, you know, the scoreboard producer really needs 

someone to feed him stats,” David LeCates said. “We had these things where we could put some stats on the 
scoreboard, but someone had to go through it and look on a laptop and find the stats and pull them out. But 

FOR BAYTOWN ASTROS EMPLOYEES,

IT IS ALL IN THE FAMILY 
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it was time-consuming. So, I told my son they needed someone to do it, and 
he volunteered.”

James LeCates, now 36, is still with the Astros, but is also working with the 
Houston Rockets, Houston Dynamo, and is a City of  Houston firefighter. 

When David LeCates’ second oldest son, Matthew, turned 18, he was hired 
by the Astros to manage the manual scoreboard in left field.

“He still does it time to time but also works the control room, doing 
whatever they need,” David LeCates said. 

Then, LeCates’ nephew, Justin Capetillo, started work with the Astros to 
operate the RF camera. The person who operates the RF camera walks around 
the park with wireless equipment to get some television shots before the game 
starts, sometimes even when pitchers are warming up.  

“They needed someone to do the RF camera. He was strong and young and 
able to walk around the park with a camera,” David LeCates said. 

Justin Capetillo is Baytown Mayor Brandon Capetillo’s first cousin. David 
LeCates’ sister, Karen Capetillo, is married to the mayor’s uncle, Tom Capetillo. 

LeCate’s brother-in-law, Jim Bailey, a Baytonian, also found employment 
with the Astros. LeCates is married to one of  the Bailey’s, Lisa. Jim Bailey now 
works the manual scoreboard and shifts in the control room, LeCates said. 

David LeCates’ youngest son, Christopher, also has a role with thae Astros. 
He operates the ribbon boards, the thin screen that goes around the park and 
is located in the right field. 

Lisa LeCates, David’s wife, is another Astros employee and works in guest 
services for the team. David LeCates and his wife are both retired Aldine ISD 
employees. They will celebrate their 40th wedding anniversary this summer. 

During his career with the Astros, David LeCates enjoyed the team’s playoff  
runs, including their first-ever World Series appearance in 2005, as well the 
World Series victory in 2017. He was also with the team as it battled the 
Washington Nationals in 2019 and Atlanta Braves in 2021 in the Fall Classic. 

David LeCates described the Astros going to the World Series against the 
Chicago White Sox in 2005. 

“That is what made that kind of  interesting,” he said. “I had just started 
the job as scoreboard producer in July of  that year. I had to produce the 
scoreboards for the World Series. It was a cool experience even though the 
games did not go so well.”

In 2017, when the Astros defeated the Los Angeles Dodgers in seven games, 
the entire family of  employees received a ring.  

“The home games were something else, but for the games played at Dodger 
Stadium, we had watch parties at Minute Maid Park,” David LeCates said. “I 
was up there, and my oldest son came and watched the game, and my wife was 
working there. They did not work the watch parties. We were there for Game 
7 at Minute Maid, and I posted a video on Facebook and said, this is what 
winning the World Series sounds like.”

The playoff  games were thrilling, David LeCates said.  
“Some of  those playoff  games that are just indescribable. It was amazing to 

be there,” he said. “A couple of  games in 2017 were some of  the best games 
I have ever seen. But being at the watch party, where the people are there, is 
different than watching it at home with family but watching it with thousands 
is a different experience. That is what makes it worth going to the ballpark if  
you get the chance.”

David LeCates, a Ross S. Sterling High School graduate, said there is hardly 
anything like watching and working the games with his family. 

“The really fortunate thing for me is most of  the time when my sons work a 
game, they are working almost right next to me,” he said. “There are four seats 
right next to each other where those positions are, it is almost like going to 
the ballgame with them. It is a little different because you have to concentrate 
on the production and not as much focus on the game as much as you do the 
production. But you still get to experience the moments.”

LeCates family members
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By Mark Fleming

The Downtown Arts District will get a 
major new attraction with the unveiling of  
the Baytown Sculpture Trail March 19 — a 
collection of  20 large outdoor sculptures chosen 
from among entries from across the country.

The 20 sculptures, ranging from 3 feet to 14 
feet tall, will be on display for a year along three 
blocks, centered on Town Square, 213 W. Texas 
Ave. Media used include steel, cast iron, marble, 
bronze and wood.

The exhibit is organized by Historic Baytown’s 
Arts, Culture and Entertainment Council (The 
A.C.E. District), a group of  businesses and arts 
groups along and near W. Texas Avenue.

Exhibition of  the sculptures is funded by 
sponsors, with the city Parks and Recreation 
Department providing bases to mount the 
pieces. Artists and sponsors will have an advance 
looks at the exhibit March 18 at a reception in 
their honor at the Art League of  Baytown.

There will be a chance to vote for your 
favorite sculpture; the city has committed to 
purchasing the winning sculpture for permanent 
exhibition as an addition to the growing public 
art collection.

Other pieces will be available for purchase 
or lease from the artists after the year-long 
sculpture trail ends.

The A.C.E. District plans to then replace 
the sculptures with a new, larger collection the 
following year.

The Baytown Sculpture Trail is based on a 
similar project in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, that 
has been an annual tradition for nearly 20 years.

Baytown Sculpture 
Trail

Historical ACE District
Arts, Cultural and Entertainment District
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By Lauree Stephens, guest writer 

It has been more than 15 years since I have driven down West 
Texas Avenue. After 13 years in New York and and nine in London, 
whenever I came home I always bypassed business 146 and took 
the highway out of  town. But this visit was different. I came home 
to bury my father. After the heartache of  the last few weeks, I 
suggested to my Mom that we head down to Texas Avenue so I 
could take some pictures before my flight back. See…my parents met 
on Texas Avenue. Like all the other Baytown teens in the early 70s, 
they spent their evenings cruising up and down the Avenue.

Some things on Texas Avenue haven’t changed since I was a 
child (The antlers outside the trophy shop); but other places were 
transformed with vibrant colors and artistic flourishes. As lovely as 
that was to see… nothing was better than the antique shop at 320 
West Texas Ave.

As a life long collector of  antique plates and glassware, the 
windows of  this shop were a veritable kaleidoscope of  fantastical 
colors. Rows of  brightly lit carnival glass sparking in the sun and 
curiosities beyond the imagination. There was enough antique 
stemware and glass candlesticks in the windows to kit out an envious 
Pinterest worthy table setting. But the real treasure I found, was 
sitting right inside the door…Ms. Gloria.

Ms. Gloria Collins, is the owner of  this whimsical time capsule. 
As I went around asking questions, she knew where everything was. 
When my mother said she was looking for some books to read, Ms. 
Gloria asked her what she liked to read and went and picked some 

books out immediately. Not to mention, that she knew where every 
bowl, plate, and cup was located. It was as if  she had a visual catalog 
of  all of  her treasures perfectly placed in her head. I should also 
point out, that she told us she was no spring chicken!

 As I had already loaded up my suitcase full of  H-E-B Texas Pecan 
coffee (for myself) and souvenirs for my little ones, I didn’t have any 
room for the beautiful bowl I had set my sights on. But, I promised 
her I would come back when I was down at Easter.

Part of  me is hesitant to post this story. I’m afraid that everyone 
might find out about this hidden oasis of  marvellous recycled 
memories. Why isn’t this shop packed with brides-to-be, looking to 
create unique centerpieces? Or savvy interior decorators? Surely, I 
can’t be the only person in the world that feels like an object is better 
when it comes with a story?

 Baytown, isn’t such a small town anymore. She’s grown 
and changed, just like we all have. Still, its nice to know there 
is somewhere you can go an view her stories. Tucked into the 
original display windows on the town’s once-busiest street are the 
candlesticks that once lit a romantic dinner for a newlywed couple 
in the 1960s. Next to those are the stacks of  mismatched plates that 
were once someone’s finest china used only at Christmas and Easter 
dinners. On the back wall are the textured glass bowls that sat full 
of  ambrosia salad at a potluck dinner, and wine decanters that were 
eventually used as vases…because its too hot to drink red wine in 
Texas. And guarding the portal to these precious pieces of  the past is 
the gorgeous gleeful smile of  Ms. Gloria Collins.

THE GLORIOUS TREASURES 
OF MS. GLORIA
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Second Lieutenant Mark Wilson of  the Texas 
Air National Guard was recently named the State 
Outstanding Airman of  the Year. The purpose of  this 
award is to select Air Force personnel who display 
superior leadership, job performance, and community 
involvement over the preceding 12 months. The intent 
of  this highly selective process is to select airmen 
that embody the core values so that they may serve 
to be an inspiration and example for their peers and 
subordinates. 

Lieutenant Wilson was enlisted for 15 years prior to 
commissioning and graduating from Officer Training 
School as an honor graduate. When asked, Wilson said 
that he “joined the armed forces due to the terrorist 
attack on September 11th, 2001. The cowardly acts 
displayed on that day strengthened my resolve to 
protect and defend the citizens of  this Country from 
those who intend us harm. The Air Force core values 
of  integrity first, service before self, and excellence in 
all that we do resonate with me. It's been a humbling 
experience to serve with those who believe in the 

ideals of  our Constitution to the point that they would 
lay down their lives for it. Standing on that stage in 
anticipation of  who was selected, what went through 
my mind was not that I hope that I won, but that the 
United States is already winning by having such a high 
caliber of  dedicated professionals willing to serve it. 
I dedicate this award to those who gave the ultimate 
sacrifice for our freedoms; to my wife who is the 
glue that keeps our family together; to my mom who 
instilled discipline, love of  country, and respect for 
my elders; to my three amazing daughters who are my 
biggest cheerleaders; to my Scoutmasters Mr. and Mrs. 
Eloy Valdes who not only gave me an appreciation for 
the great outdoors, but personified servant leadership; 
and to all of  the family members, friends, educators, 
pastors, and military members that have provided 
counsel along the way.

While attending Barbers Hill High School, 
Lieutenant Wilson became an Eagle Scout at Troop 
105, was voted senior class president, and graduated 
on the Distinguished Achievement Plan. He would 

Texas Outstanding Airman of  the Year
Second Lieutenant Mark Wilson
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then attend flight school and enlist in the Air 
Force. During this time Lieutenant Wilson 
was active in Big Brothers Big Sisters, Civil Air 
Patrol, Student Government, and the Student 
Judiciary Board to name a few. Lieutenant 
Wilson is currently the Aircraft Maintenance 
Director of  Operations at Ellington Field 
Joint Reserve Base. He is active in his church’s 
youth ministry and recently graduated with a 
dual master’s degree in accounting and public 
administration. Wilson aspires to pursue a 
PhD in strategic management.

 “The one takeaway that I would like to 
impart with the readers of  this article is the 
advocacy for community service, in whatever 
capacity, in one’s local community, state, 
and/or nation because we need all talents to 
continually improve this land that we love.”
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By Alan Dale

It’s pretty simple really: Baytown’s Don Cunningham is a man who believes in 
purpose.

Cunningham admittedly had a rough youth, battling illness that affected his 
mobility due to issues with his hip and that ultimately led to a lot of  pain and even 
more discomfort in treatment.

However, when down, he met the woman that changed his life — his wife Pat — 
who Cunningham has been married to for 51 years.

“I met her when I was in a body cast,” Cunningham said of  his battle with a 
degenerative hip illness. “To get rid of  the pain, they fused my hip solid — put a 
pin through it and bone go around it. I had to do it two times because the first time 
it didn’t fuse.

“I was just out of  high school.”
He met his wife in between the two body casting periods while riding around with 

a friend one night. 
“I really liked her from the beginning,” Cunningham said. “She was a really nice 

person. I asked her to marry her when I was in a body cast. No job. No future for 
a job.”

Through the discovery of  the Christian faith and Pat, he found his path.
He got work in grocery stores and eventually matriculated to Exxon for 28 years 

as an inspector while working in music ministry as a minister of  music.
All while dealing with his hip.
“Whatever I can do, I will do,” he said. “Nothing will hold me back.”
From there, regardless of  his lifelong battles with his physical challenges — 

which included the eventual amputation of  most of  his right leg below the hip, 
Cunningham, a Robert E. Lee High School alum, found additional motivations up 
and until his recent romance with miniature model building.

Cunningham, who has recorded albums in Christian music, found another fun 
distraction when just a couple of  years ago, discovered model making.

“I love doing it, but the hardest thing is trying to figure out what to build,” 
Cunningham said. “I really enjoy doing it. I’ve done some, several years ago, but 
nothing like this.”

This includes a myriad of  models, including a cabin, model garage and his 
personal favorite, a stagecoach.

“I know what they look like so I can do them from memory, but the stagecoach, 
I had to look one up,” Cunningham said. “I just love creating something out of  
things that I have. Old scraps of  metal that I have got — 90% is made from that.”

He also buys wood from Hobby Lobby to add to his pieces and has put them on 
for showings, but rarely makes things to give them away due to his own personal 
investment.

“I have a guitar I made with an amp and there is this guy at the church who plays 
guitar and I thought of  giving him that,” Cunningham said. “Then I changed my 
mind. I was selfish, but it was a lot of  work.”

He noted that he would take as many as six hours on any given day to work on 
a model.

Cunningham readily admits that he has no idea what his next project will be and 
creates more on whimsy than as an act of  calculation. 

And pragmatism.
“Some of  it is about space,” Cunningham said. “Our third bedroom is where I 

have all this spread out. We put them in the wardrobe to display them in the living 
room.

“I haven’t started anything I would finish yet.”
A boy who grew with incessant pain, became a man who overcame it with the 

love of  a wife, a newfound determination that led to multiple careers and now in 
the later years of  life, he is creating even more to look forward to.

“I’m obviously limited to things I can do, but this gives me something to do that 

Creating 
mini
treasures
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is not physically demanding,” 
he said. “I really love doing 
it and can sit out there for 
hours doing that. I have to 
make myself  stop sometimes 
to eat. It gives me a lot of  
satisfaction and it’s a great 
outlet.

“I am not one to feel sorry 
for myself. It’s the way I was 
made up I guess?”
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1. I was born and raised in Michigan.  I came to Texas 
after college as part of Teach for America.  

2. I taught elementary school in Houston for several 
years before transitioning into libraries and local 
government. It shouldn’t be a surprise, but my 
favorite thing about teaching was reading to my 
students.

3. I became a certified yoga teacher in 2012.  I used 
to teach classes before and after work, but now 
enjoy helping others establish home-based yoga 
practices.

4. I have a gorgeous and very well-behaved 
Goldendoodle who I once entered in a charity 
spelling bee.  She came in 4th place.

5. I recently learned to sail and love spending the day 
on the water sailing around the Bay.  I am working 
my way up to sailing to Key West and maybe even 
beyond.

6. I have spent most of my adult life in big cities. I have 
lived in Philadelphia, Los Angeles, New York and 
Madrid.

7. My house was destroyed in Hurricane Ike.  The 
neighbor’s giant pecan tree fell through my roof 
and basically split the house right down the middle.  
Now I live in a four-story townhouse that is taller 
than all the trees around.

8. I’ve read about 100 books a year for the past 20 
years.  It is an occupational hazard that I thoroughly 
enjoy. I have slowed down a little bit lately because I 
am obsessed with so many podcasts.

9. I am learning to play golf… with a big emphasis on 
LEARNING. My goal is to become a whiz on par 3 
courses.

10.  For 2022, I set a goal of attending a different church 
every month.

1010
Things Things 

You Didn’t You Didn’t 
Know AboutKnow About

  Jamie Jamie EustaceEustace
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In the year 1979, Roberta left her three boys with relatives and left her native island of  Aruba in order to seek her fortune in America. Despite the 
objections of  her cautious yet hard-working husband, Emmanuel, she ventured off  to a strange new land. “I’m going to Houston," she told him. “You 
are what?”, he said. This began an amazing “Coming-to-America” story of  Ms. Roberta, owner of  R&E Cosmetology School. 

Ms. Roberta’s Adventure

Aruba
Roberta Adelina Hector, born on Feb. 11, 1945 (yet she says she was actually born on the 5th) has been a 
trailblazer. Always an entrepreneur, her first business venture was a candy shop in front of  the home she 
shared with her husband in Aruba, a former Dutch colony in the Caribbean. One of  twelve children of  Robert 
and Doris Fraser, Roberta is an example of  the drive, passion, and determination that brought many other 
adventurers to America, the greatest nation of  immigrants, in order to provide opportunities for her family. 
“I’m going to Texas!,” Ms. Roberta told her husband as she had changed her mind and decided to go to 
Houston, Texas, rather than Miami, Fla.. as she had initially told him what her destination would be. She had 
surmised that Texas is where all the oil is at, so in consideration of  her husband’s extensive experience in oil 
field construction, Texas would be a better place. So, in 1979 Ms. Roberta landed in Houston with dreams of  
becoming a cosmetologist. 

Houston
Upon arrival in Houston in 1979 at Intercontinental Airport, she took a taxi to a hotel near 
the Astrodome. The very next morning she called a taxi and instructed the driver to take her 
to a beauty college in the area. The driver first took her to a nearby beauty school and she had 
the taxi wait for her as she went inside to explore this first option. As she went and looked 
around, she did not feel as much of  a welcome as she expected. Her instinct was instantly 
backed up as a custodian came out to her and told her that this was not the place for her 
and directed her to another college. Modern Beauty College was where she found herself  to 
begin her career as a cosmetologist. Ms. Roberta soon thereafter was able to move to a nearby 
apartment in Bellaire and purchase a used 1970 Plymouth Fury to take the same routes she 
had memorized while going back and forth to attend beauty school. 

COMING TO AMERICA

Baytown
After graduating from Modern Beauty College with her cosmetology license in 1980, Ms. 
Roberta’s next task was to bring her family back together. Her husband, Emmanuel, or Alfred 
as she often called him, had already joined her in Texas. She now had to travel back to Aruba 
for their two older sons, Joseph and Leslie, and then to Carriacou to pick up their youngest 
son, Ronald. Thus, in the summer of  1980, Roberta Hector and her family moved to Baytown, 
a growing community just east of  Houston. Baytown was an easy choice because Alfred had a 
second cousin who resided there with her husband and two children. Mr. and Mrs. Hector and 
family  lived at West Lodge apartments on Baker Road. The apartment’s location perfectly suited 
her needs as it was within walking distance to Pumphrey Elementary School where her children 
would attend. Near the end of  1980, Ms. Roberta and her family moved into their home on 
Long Drive, where she and her husband reside to this day. She immediately began preparations 
to convert the one-car garage into her beauty shop. Alfred did all of  the construction work 
himself, while Roberta gathered beauty shop materials for her new business. By 1981, Roberta’s 
Beauty Shop was open for business. Her clientele steadily grew as she was still able to manage 
her household with her husband and three sons. She fondly often reminisces how her faithful 
dog, Smoky, would always alert her with a single “woof ” when clients arrived. 

Roberta’s Hair & Nails
Just four years after opening the beauty salon at her home, Ms. Roberta purchased her first property to expand her business and brand. Roberta’s Hair 
& Nails debuted in 1984 on Schilling Avenue where it stands to this day. Not only did she have more room for clients, but she was also able to rent out 
stations to other cosmetologists. She soon thereafter leased a property on a strip center on the southern portion of  Garth Road naming it Roberta’s #2. 

By Leslie (Les) Hector, guest writer
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R&E Cosmetology School
After some time, she closed Roberta’s #2 and moved just across the street to a major 
business strip center to finally realize the completion of  her dream of  opening her 
own cosmetology school. Ms. Roberta named her school R&E Cosmetology School 
in honor of  the work she and her husband has done throughout the years. The 
school opened to much success and has since helped many aspiring entrepreneurs to 
realize their dreams as licensed cosmetologists, barbers, manicurists, and estheticians. 
Ms. Roberta has graduated many people from the surrounding communities as far as 
Beaumont, Liberty and La Porte. She has become a staple in the community and is 
well known and respected for her hard work and love for her students

The Journey Continues
For 41 years Ms. Roberta has tirelessly 
pursued her passion and dedicated much 
of  her energy into her beauty shop and 
her cosmetology school. Despite her 
success, along the way she has always 
sacrificed much for others. Ms. Roberta 
is known for having a kind and giving 
heart and was always ready to help those 
in need; one of  her sons always quipped 
to her that she runs a charity instead of  
a business. Despite his objections, Ms. 
Roberta was headstrong in doing what 
was best for her clients and students. Ms. 
Roberta has made a name for herself  in 
the community and has made an impact 
across generations.  In Baytown, almost 
everyone knows Ms. Roberta. 

Epilogue
At the age of  76, Ms. Roberta is approaching the end of  her adventure. She and her 
husband have been blessed to see their three sons give them numerous grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. Between the many lines above in the story of  Ms. Roberta, 
lies many triumphs, some tribulations and a few tragedies. Yet, she has endured and 
prevailed. She has made an indelible mark on her community and her legacy will be 
carried on by the family she dearly loves. Ms. Roberta is currently battling cancer and 
is near the end of  her journey. In her 41 year cosmetology adventure she has helped 
many people along the way. For those who know and love her, we encourage that you 
to show your appreciation for the amazing work and blessings she has given to the 
Baytown and surrounding communities. Please feel free to post a message of  love 
and encouragement on her Facebook page and perhaps leave a story or two of  how 
Ms. Roberta may have had an impact on your life and others. 
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By Alan Dale

They were two women who had no clue of  one another until the 
day they became neighbors in 2018.

Then, they became friendly acquaintances that would share a glass 
of  wine with each other at their respective homes. Ultimately, they 
became friends who would make trips to see what wine bars they 
could visit and then, in a blink of  an eye, Laura Lee Frazier and 
Bryn Poland became business partners running their own wine bar 
themselves.

Poland is an attorney when not working at the bar and Frazier 
works in corporate human resources for Walmart.

Thus, Salt + Vine was born on Sept. 11 and nearly six months 
later, things are looking bright for the only wine bar in Baytown 
proper-extended.

Located at 4319 North FM 565 Road A in Mont Belvieu, the focus 
is on an outdoor experience as patrons can sit at their own tables 
bestowed with mini fire pits and take in the majesty above from a 
massive tree that offers a comforting blanket over visitors.

The bar rents its location at the site of  Farm to Table 4319, a 
breakfast and lunch bistro, which closes at 2 p.m. and then Salt + 
Vine move in three days a week. The bar has access to the bistro’s 
indoor facilities; however, most people partake on the outdoor vibe.

“The tree is magical,” Frazier said. “It is very much a Hill County 
vibe with the bar, tree and the lights. No one wants to sit inside with 
the fire pits and the blankets.

“If  there is inclement weather we can move inside. Even when it 
rains, people want to pile in under the porch.”

Essentially, it was the proverbial porch that launched Salt + Vine, 
as the two women moved in next to each other at almost the same 
time and would matriculate to casual get togethers, glass in hand.

“We just hit it off  and she would invite me over for wine on her 
porch and we had wine at my house,” Poland said. “Then it was like, 
‘You ready for a girls night? Let’s look for a wine bar somewhere.’ 
And we did.

“We went to Houston mostly and usually a quiet, low-key place 
where we could chat and catch up on our busy lives and work.”

The two wives and mothers realized they were spending plenty of  
money drinking and Ubering to Houston when other options could 
be had.

“We said, ‘we can do this in our community, there isn’t one 
there,’” Frazier said. “We would either have to Uber to Houston and 
Beaumont. So, we thought let’s create this place and we wanted it to 
be a place where people can gather and visit. We wanted to welcome 
everybody regardless of  their knowledge of  wine.

“Wine menus can be really intimidating to people.”
The rotating menu — a new one is anticipated in the spring — is 

a self-proclaimed “simple one,” and Salt + Vine has partnered with 
a “great” distributor and importer, Leon Sierra of  Mid-State Wine & 
Liquors out of  Houston, to push the project forward.

The menu is chalk full of  different wines — Chardonnay, Pinot, 
Merlot, Tannat, Malbec, etc. — and also has an additional bonus.

“We wanted to feature women, so we have a little tail next to the 
item that indicates if  it is a woman’s owned or woman’s led (label),” 
Frazier said.

Poland said that sometimes people come to the bar and aren’t a 
big fan of  wine while out with an associate or friend and that’s when 
Frazier gets to work.

“Laura Lee takes that as a personal challenge and she will find 
them a wine they will like,” Poland said. “I don’t think she has never 
been successful. We call her the wine whisperer.

“Within about three of  four questions we can pinpoint two or 

Neighbors open wine bar in Mont Belvieu

Salt + Vine is a place where patrons can take in 
the ambiance of a firepit, some music and a good 
ole fashioned glass (or bottle) or some domestic of 
foreign wines.

A good food plate full of meats and 
cheeses and those crazy good pickles 
can only make a glass of wine some 
good company at Salt + Vine.

Wines comes from all over the 
country - including Italy, France, 
South Africa, Argentina and more 
- and of course from the United 
States such as California and right 
here in Texas.
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three things they can sample. We want to be a place where you can 
find something you love.”

The two owners are not looking for Salt + Vine to be a place 
that sends home people inebriated, but more to relax and unwind 
comfortably and reasonably.

Wines come from Italy, France, Argentina, Chile, South Africa, 
Uruguay and local tastes from Texas.

More live music has been offered with various artists providing a 
pleasant ring to the air to go with the drinks in hand.

All of  this comes via the work and study that got them here.
Poland calls the two of  them “go-getters” and that Frazier has 

“endless energy,” and will take on any task.
“Bryn is the brains of  the operation,” Frazier said. “We make a 

good team. We both love the community, and we love to learn and 
drink about wine.

“We were drinking in May in Houston and by June we had an 
LLC.”

Frazier said the focus was a gathering place full of  atmosphere 
while Poland thought a business collaboration would work to their 
advantage and then came the relationship with Farm to Table 4319.

For those who want to partake in the ambiance, but might not be 
a wine enthusiast, there are other drink options such as foreign and 
Texas beers and off  menu items patrons can discover and inquire 
about.

The hope for the two owners is to bring one of  the oldest 

beverages in existence to interested people while also educating 
them on the history of  wine and their various options.

“It’s been fantastic,” Frazier said. “We have met the coolest 
people. Everybody in high school starts on Boones Farm and we are 
watching people’s tastes evolve.”

For those who want to have a meat and cheese bite with their 
wine, various food plates are also available.

“We whip the butter, and some people ask if  they can just have 
the butter,” Poland said. “And the pickles.”

Glasses of  wine range from $9-14 while bottles can cost $32-$52.
Frazier said the bar has become more of  an event location, 

including wedding and baby showers, proposals and others and they 
are looking to work on their own brunch in conjunction with Farm 
to Table 4319.

They hope to do some outdoor movies that are “wine related,” 
every Friday in March, beer sampling and wine tasting is also 
available.

“We want us to be the modern-day Cheers of  Mont Belvieu and 
Baytown,” Poland said.

Hours are 5-10 p.m. Thursday-Saturday (no one under 
legal drinking age will be admitted after 7 p.m.) and for more 
information, call 281-377-WINE or email contactus@saltandvine.
net.

To check out the menu visit https://www.saltandvine.net/menu. 
More information and photos are available on the site as well.

Bryn Poland 
and Laura Lee 
Frazier started as 
neighbors who 
liked to wrap their 
days with a glass 
of win on each 
other's porch. 
Now, they are 
owners of Salt + 
Vine and hope to 
give locals that 
same vibe.
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Through The Baytown Project, David Berkowitz shines a light on everyday people in the 
greater Baytown area. Follow along at thebaytownproject.com, or on Facebook and Instagram.

Allie Marionneaux is holding puppies, Moe and Molly, that she and her 
husband rescued from a shelter.

“I’m an RN. I’ve been in nursing for about a year. 
And let me tell you, it was a tough year to be a first-time 
nurse. 

“I was working on a medical-surgical floor in a smaller 
hospital. We got to see a little bit of  everything, and 
it kept you very busy. Our unit was the only one that 
they kept COVID-free. But they would pull some of  
us to COVID units whenever they needed extra staff. 
That part was really challenging. I had patients who at 
the beginning of  the day were not requiring oxygen. But 
by the end of  the day, they were one step away from 
intubation. The progression was pretty scary. 

“Whatever I may have thought my first year as a nurse 
was going to be like, it was not that. I’m 23, trying to 
figure out how to be an adult on my own. And now I’m 
thrown into taking care of  people who are extremely 
sick. And they go to very sick, very quickly. I had to 
trust my gut and my education. It was a steep learning 
curve for sure. 

“I also learned to rely on the staff  around me. We 
all stuck together. It really became like a family. My 
co-workers, the charge nurses, and the managers, 
everybody was awesome. When you needed help, you 
could rely on your team members. If  I had felt alone 
and that I couldn’t ask for help, that would have been 
terrifying. I had a team that I could ask any question, 
1,000 questions, all day long. That’s what made it doable. 

“As a new nurse, you want to show that you’re 
competent. But if  you’re overconfident, you’re probably 
going to mess something up. I’d rather ask questions. 
When you see older, more experienced nurses ask the 
charge nurse about something, you feel comfortable as 
a new nurse asking questions. There’s no shame in doing 
that. You will never know it all. And you see something 
new every day. That was definitely true for me during 
my first year as a nurse.” 

ALLIE 
MARIONNEAUX
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“My parents got divorced when I was about 
4. My dad moved to Northwest Houston, but 
I got to see him a lot. We’d do the weekend 
thing, and he came to all my games and events. 
When I got my first house, he’d come around 
all the time. Wanted to know if  I was OK. 
I’m an only child, so my mom and dad always 
watched out for me. 

“Over time, my dad’s health got really bad. 
He started having eye problems. They told him 
he had diabetes. He developed kidney issues, 
so he went on dialysis. We ended up moving 
in together, and got some help in taking care 
of  him. His vision kept getting worse until 
he totally lost his sight. It was very frustrating 
because he was used to being independent. 

“One thing he always enjoyed was traveling. 

Even after losing his sight, he’d want me to 
drop him off  at the bus station downtown. I’d 
walk him in and make sure he got assistance. 
He’d go to Dallas. He’d go to Shreveport. He’d 
visit my cousins in Tyler. He loved being on the 
road and visiting people. 

“One Christmas, I was thinking about 
something to do. My dad had always wanted 
to go to New York City. Southwest Airlines 
had a special, so I set it up. We went to the 
Statue of  Liberty. We went to Times Square. 
And we went to hear Aretha Franklin at Radio 
City Music Hall. He was super surprised. It was 
a great all-around trip. 

“The one trip I regret not taking with him 
was to Mount Rushmore. He wanted to go but 
I was working a lot then, and I told myself, 

‘You’ve got time.’ But my dad died in July 2020. 
“My mom is still alive and well. We have 

something called date night. We’ll go out to 
eat, or one of  us will cook, or I’ll bring some 
food. We’ll watch a movie or TV show, then 
I’ll go home. Mom likes to tell people, ‘I get 
my son on Tuesdays. No matter what.’ A lot 
of  people wish they would have spent more 
time with their parents. After they’re gone, they 
regret not having changed their schedules to 
make it happen. 

“I’ve kept one of  my dad’s voicemails. He’s 
telling me, ‘Hey, I hope you had a great day.’ 
And that he loves me. I listen to it every once 
in a while. It’s nice to hear that voice. It helps 
keep his memory alive.”

DAVID BATTISE

David Battise continues traveling on his own and with friends, and enjoys sharing trip photos on Facebook.

The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz
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The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz

SYNETHIA 
EDINBOROUGH 

I’m on a transformation journey. I recently 
got divorced. I have two wonderful kids. And I 
realized it’s important for me to become more 
in tune with who I am. 

“Leaving a relationship to focus on me has 
been a challenge. But the wisdom that has come 
out of  that, it’s like, I’m enjoying who I am. I’m 
learning more about myself. 

“The goal is to be free. When I turned 30, I 
got my first tattoo. It’s just the words Be Free, 
but it symbolizes so much. It means letting go 
of  past versions of  me — how I viewed myself  
and how others viewed me — and embracing 
my most authentic self. That means being true 

to myself, despite what others may think or feel. 
Despite the path set out for me or the path I 
set for myself. To become the best version of  
me, I have to heal. I have to learn. I have to do 
the work. 

“I’m 31, and I feel like I’ve done so much in 
life. But I still have so far to go. Sometimes I 
overthink that part, and I don’t appreciate how 
far I’ve come. So now I try to practice gratitude. 
It’s made me more centered. Because when I 
reflect on my life, I have achieved a lot. 

“My goal now is balance. Balancing who I 
am on the days when I love myself  and on the 
days I don’t feel so great about myself. We all 

have flaws, which we try to keep hidden from 
the world. But they’re still part of  who we are. 
Instead of  hiding them, maybe we should try 
embracing them. Because even though I may 
think I’m flawed in so many ways, another 
person may see beauty in that. 

“Journaling has helped. I’m always in my 
head. I’m always thinking. So it allows me to get 
the majority of  those thoughts down on paper. 
It’s a way to release those emotions, process 
them, meditate on them, and move on. Sitting 
by the water and journaling is a practice I want 
to do more often. Just for healing and clarity. 
I’m searching for that inner peace.”

After being away for 18 years, Synethia Edinborough moved back to Baytown with her son and daughter.
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LEE COLLEGE  FOUNDATION
Dancing for our Stars fundraiser kicks off
Dancing season has officially begun for the Lee College Foundation. 
Tuesday, Feb. 8, a group of  enthusiastic participants, volunteers, 
and supporters gathered to formally kick off  our new fundraiser, 
Dancing for our Stars, presented by Family First ER. Dancing 
For Our Stars will be held Saturday, May 21, 2022 at the Dayton 

Community Center with talented dancers (aka community leaders) 
vying for their own beautiful mirror ball trophy all while raising 
scholarship funds for Lee College students. Visit lee.edu/dancing for 
more information and how to participate.

photos by Estefany Sarai Sanchez

Ernest and Alicia Brooks

Anna Hesse, Kristi Claycool
and Camille Bossut

Kirven Tillis

Sam Estrada and Robin McDougald

Stacie and Gary Lott

Angela and Richard Vinson

Family First ER Team

Trae Mindiola and Dr. Lynda Villanueva

Pam and Chris Warford Jim Wadzinskii and Natalia Matusz
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By Mark Fleming

ExxonMobil donated $50,000 to the Lee College Foundation in 
February to provide five endowed scholarships for graduates of  
the Goose Creek or Barbers Hill school districts who are pursuing 
industrial education.

Zoe Barinaga, a process manager with ExxonMobil who was on 
hand for the check presentation, said, “We are thrilled to provide 
these scholarships for students interested in a career in the industry.

“We have worked hand-in-hand with Lee College to develop 
a pipeline for employment and it is important to continue to 

nurture and support that. As hiring here at ExxonMobil continues 
to increase, we are in need of  trained and educated individuals 
interested in helping the industry grow and what better place to get 
that than in our own beloved community.”

ExxonMobil has had a relationship with Lee College since the 
college was founded in 1934.

That involvement has included major financial support and also 
active participation, with company employees active on advisory 
boards, participating in career fairs and providing tours of  company 
facilities to students and faculty

ExxonMobil endows five 
Lee College scholarships

From left: Connie Tilton, Public and Government Affairs Advisor, ExxonMobil; Dr. Angela Oriano-Bradshaw, Vice President for College 
Advancement, Lee College; Dr. Dometrius Hill, Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs, Lee College; Dr. Lynda Villanueva, President, 
Lee College; Regina Barrera, Lee College Science Lab Coordinator; Aiden Weaver, student, Lee College; Bryant Dyer, Faculty, Process 
Technology, Lee College; Zoe Barinaga, Baytown Chemical Plant Process Manager, Exxon Mobil; Dr. Charles Thomas, Division Chair and 
Faculty, Process Technology, Lee College; and Dr. Douglas Walcerz, Provost and Vice President of Academic and Student Affairs, Lee College
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HER Alter Ego Wig Bar
Highlighted by BOB Alliance

(Black Owned Business)

The Black Owned Business Alliance Spotlights HER Alter Ego Wig Bar, 2850 W. Baker 
Road, Baytown, owner Nicci Wheatfall. Nicci and her team are ready to give you a new 
look that you will absolutely love. She specializes in wigs, lace fronts, sew-ins, hair installs, 
ponytails, you name it. She can make whatever style you need. Stop by or call for an 
appointment 346-233-2666.

From left Joseph Vigier, Jackie McDowell, Theresa Powell, Sonya Carr, LaKesha Holmes, Latrice Lockett, Elizabeth Donato, 
Fallyn Johnson and Gina Guillory

Owner, Nikki Wheatfall Sonya Carr and Fallyn Johnson



THERE’S A 
BETTER APPROACH
TO CANCER CARE in Baytown

281.428.2273
houstonmethodist.org/cancer-baytown

At Houston Methodist Cancer Center, we treat every aspect of your 

cancer. Leading oncologists work with our specialists across disciplines 

to minimize cancer’s effects on major organs. One comprehensive 

team — dedicated to your individual care — uses the latest research, 

treatments and technology to stop your cancer. From infusion and 

clinical trials to surgery and reconstruction, our innovative care is 

available in Baytown.

That’s the difference between practicing medicine and leading it. 
Sugar Land

Clear Lake

Texas Medical Center

The Woodlands

Baytown

Willowbrook

West Houston-Katy


