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It is not officially summer yet, but the humid South Texas
weather outside feels like it is very close. There will be many good
indoor and outdoor activities to see you through the season.
The Art League has a show on display through June 30. See
Mark Fleming's article starting on page 4.
Lee College Foundation raised a phenomenal $134,000 for
scholarships with its first ever 'Dancing for our Stars.' See
Fleming's story on page 7.
Carol Skewes
Publisher
Read Margaret Gardner's story on Pauline Plocheck celebrating
100 years on page 8.
The Fred Aguilar Promise Center's Seeds of Promise program is inspiring
others by teaching them how to grow their own garden. See Matt Hollis' story
starting on page 10.
Life imitates art in Fleming's story on Baytown Little Theater's Robert Richard,
who recently played the part of stage manager in "Our Town."
IMPACT Early College High School's Anchor Club ended the school year by
serving others in many ways. Read about their service projects on page 22.
David Berkowitz is back with The Baytown Project on pages 26-27.
Have a safe and happy summer.
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Sam Estrada and Robin
McDougald danced for Lee
College Foundation at the
inaugural Dancing for our
Stars fundraiser held May 20
at Dayton Community Center.
The innovative event raised over
$134,000 for the foundation to
fund scholarships for Lee College
students.
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See the Art Show
By Mark Fleming

Scholarship winners, from left, Jackelyn Fernandez, Kayla
Bryant, Kira Bryant and Alex Morales.

Irene Adame with her sterling silver and turquoise
pendant.
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Experience the best of Baytown art this June at the Art League
of Baytown Members’ Art Show, free for viewing 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Wednesday-Saturday at the Art Center, 110 W. Texas Ave.
Each year the Art League hosts a competitive showing for its
members and also awards scholarships to outstanding entrants from
each of the three major Baytown high schools.
All entries are on display through the end of the month; most are
available for purchase.
This year’s scholarship winners were:
• Kayla and Kira Bryant, Goose Creek Memorial High School.
Teacher Johnna Morris.
• Jackelyn Fernandez, Robert E. Lee High School. Teacher, Canace
Morton.
• Alex Morales, Ross S. Sterling High School. Teacher Annie
Watson.
For the Members’ Art Show, works are divided into five categories.
Those categories, and the first-place winner for each, are:
• Not under glass. Oil or acrylic paintings normally displayed
without protective glass. First place winner, Maricha Shubert, oil
painting “Washing Her Feet.”
• Under glass. Pastels, pencil, ink, watercolor or similar media. First
place winner, Shiel Stark, watercolor, “Last Cotton.”
• Digital media. Works created with digital graphics programs. First
place winner, Felipe Garcia, digital photo “Otro Amonecer.”
• Photography. First place winner, Karen Knight, “Smokey
Mountain Fog.”
• Three-dimensional art. Irene Adame, sterling silver/turquoise
pendant.
Marsha Landers served as judge for the show and provided a written
critique of the winners of each category.
“There were things that made me feel good,” she said. “You’re
allowed to do that.”
Her critiques got somewhat more technical, though.
A sculptor herself, she said she judged the pieces on the basic
elements of art and design and on the subject, setting and human
interest of the pieces and the imaginativeness and creativity of the
artists.

now
through
June 30

Karen Knight with photograph
“Smokey Mountain Fog.”

Goose Creek Memorial High School students Kira and
Kayla Bryant with teacher Johnna Morris.

Maricha Shubert with her oil painting
“Washing Her Feet.”

Robert E. Lee High School student Jackelyn Fernandez, right,
with teacher Canace Morton.
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From left are Carl Pickett and Laura Pickett; emcee Heron Thomas; Sam Watkins and Jessica Johnson; Robin McDougald and
Sam Estrada; Derrick Anderson and Gina Guillory; Kirvin Tillis and Elizabeth Oyler; emcee Kristi Claypool; and
Earnest Brooks and Alicia Brooks.

Dayton ISD Superintendent Jessica
Johnson and her dance partner, Sam
Watkins, are showered with trophies for
their dance performance.

Liberty Mayor Carl Pickett and
his wife, Laura, danced in
the Dancing for our Stars Lee
College Foundation fundraiser.
Mayor Pickett has served on the
Lee College Foundation board
for many years.
Jennifer Garcia, director of major &
planned gifts, Lee College

6

Greater Baytown - June 2022

Lee College Foundation
raises $134,000 for
scholarships
By Mark Fleming

About 400 guests and volunteers gathered
at the Dayton Community Center May 20
to raise money for Lee College scholarships
— and to watch six couples compete in the
Dancing for our Stars competition.
“It’s a really neat, innovative fundraising
vehicle for the foundation and we are so
grateful for all of the dancers who agreed to
put themselves out there and raise money for
the students,” Lee College Foundation board
Chair Stephen DonCarlos said.
College President Lynda Villanueva sees
the event as the start of a new tradition, she
said.
“The inaugural Dancing for Our Stars
event was a huge success,” Villaneuva said.
“We are incredibly grateful to each of our
exceptionally talented dancing teams that
committed their time and energy to raise
funds to support our students. We value the
partnerships and strong foundations that
have been built in this community and look
forward to next year’s event.”
Lee College Director of Major and
Planned Gifts Jennifer Garcia said the event
raised $134,143.
Each pair of dancers raised money in
the community and was able to name an
endowed scholarship for each $10,000 they
raised, she said.
Dancers came from across the Lee
College service area, and the decision to
have the event in the northern part of that
area was deliberate.
“We held it out that direction because
such a large part of our service area is out
that direction and we’re really trying to build
relationships and let them know that we’re
their community college — we’re there to
support them, too,” she said.
The “stars” the teams danced for, she
said, are the students. Serving as masters of
ceremonies were Kristi Claypool and Heron

Thomas.
Michelle Camareta, adjunct professor of
kinesiology, and Kevin Camareta presented
a special performance but did not compete.
The six pairs who competed were:
• Derrick Anderson, ExxonMobil, and
Gina Guillory, Lee College regent
• Earnest Brooks, E.F. Green Junior
School principal, and Alicia Brooks,
GCCISD Virtual Academy principal.
• Sam Watkins, Integrity Environmental,
and Jessica Johnson, Dayton ISD
superintendent.
• Carl Pickett, mayor of Liberty, and
Laura Pickett.
• Kirven Tillis, Barbers Hill ISD
coordinator of student compliance, and
Elizabeth Oyler, Crosby Dance Studio.
• Sam Estrada and Robin McDougald,
both with Texas First Bank and Baytown
Little Theater.
Johnson and Watkins won the Foundation
Favorite Award for most money raised and
People’s Choice Award and tied for the
Mirror Ball Award from the panel of judges.
Also tied for the Mirror Ball Award were
the team of Estrada and McDougald.

Pictured below Lee College Regent
Gina Guillory and dance partner,
Derrick Anderson

Kristi Claypool and Heron Thomas
both served as Masters of
Ceremonies.
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Pauline at 100
CEDAR BAYOU MATRIARCH CELEBRATES LIFE WITH FAMILY, FRIENDS
By Margaret Gardner
Still young at heart at 100, Pauline Plocheck has
been around long enough to remember when the
communities of Pelly, Goose Creek and Baytown
joined to form the city of Baytown in 1948. Her
memories of growing up include hanging with her
friends on the back of the small ferry that crossed
Cedar Bayou over to Chambers County and getting
pulled through the water from one side to the other.
And sliding down the banister at the big white
house where her grandfather, Capt. James Madison
George, lived. You might know that house; it’s still
standing near Cedar Bayou Junior School. Capt.
George owned a fleet of tugboats working the ship
channel aiding in the movement of supply ships from
Galveston; Plocheck’s father, William Boyd George,
was captain of the ferry that went between Hog
Island and Morgan’s Point.
Plocheck’s family is getting ready to celebrate
her 100th birthday in July. And there are plenty of
them to celebrate. The spirited almost-centenarian
is mother to three children, seven grandchildren, 15
great-grandchildren and 12 great-great grandchildren.
She’ll have five generations on hand for the party.
Pauline Alma George Plocheck was born in Cedar
Bayou on July 26, 1922, to William Boyd George
and Elmira Vada Fisher and grew up with her two
sisters, Evelyn and Billie. The family got its start in a
home on Kilgore Road. And although they eventually
moved closer to town on North Gilliard Street,
Plocheck now lives about a mile or so from her
childhood home on Kilgore.
She attended Lamar Elementary, Horace Mann
Junior High and Robert E. Lee High School and
loved to play basketball as a young girl. She grew
up with a trailblazing mother who opened a flower
shop on their property and taught Plocheck and her
sisters the responsibility of running a business and
that women could earn money and still stay at home.
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She instilled in them a love for growing and arranging
plants and flowers.
Plocheck married JB Plocheck on Jan. 22, 1939.
They were married 59 years when he passed away in
1998.
The couple worked at the local newspaper, The
Daily Sun (later named The Baytown Sun). But even
when she became a “stay at home mom,” Plocheck
found ways to earn extra money for her family.
She and her girls modeled clothes at various
functions in Baytown, and she sold clothes out of her
home for a local dress shop, making it easier for them
to have nicer wardrobes, her family has said. They
add that she has always had an eye for coordinating
things, whether it was clothes or decorating her home.
Plocheck loves sewing, handwork and crafts and
takes pride in making things for her home, the family
said. She and her daughters had Christmas craft sales
in her home for many holiday seasons.
Plocheck’s family shared that she enjoyed being
with her friends growing up and that her social
butterfly ways stuck with her throughout her life
Both she and her husband loved cooking and
having friends over. They had parties before Robert
E. Lee football games and hosted many ‘42’ domino
parties, the family said.
A huge Christmas Eve party hosted by the
Plochecks was a highlight every holiday season, and
Plocheck usually planned her decorating theme for
the holidays a year in advance.
Her family shared that Plocheck decorates her
home for each season and has always loved hosting
parties for the groups she belonged to such as Sunday
school, quilt bee and garden clubs. Her home is
always open to family coming in from out of town.
Plocheck still loves having visitors in her home
and going to family gatherings. Her family said she
appreciates the people in her life. She has a wonderful
outlook and is happiest when friends and family are
around.

Pauline Alma
George Plocheck
was born in Cedar
Bayou on July 26,
1922. (Plocheck
Family photo)
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Planting of seedlings

GROWING FOOD THROUGH
SEEDS OF PROMISE FEEDS PEOPLE
By Matt Hollis
“Mary, Mary, quite contrary, how does your garden grow?”
You’ve heard that poem many times, but through the
Seeds of Promise program, it can be a reality where you can
grow your own garden and feed your family without going to
the grocery store.
Valerie Adame, treasurer and communications on the Fred
Aguilar Promise Center board of directors, talked about the
program and how it is helping people find ways to grow their
own food without relying on high-priced products at the
store.
“The general idea about teaching people in our Baytown
community how to grow their own food is one we’ve been
thinking about at Fred Aguilar Promise Center for a while
now,” Adame said. “But, before COVID, it didn’t seem
like an emergency issue. The last two years of COVID-19
changed (the board’s) perspective about that. It is clear that
many households are facing financial shortages that affect
their ability to make healthy food choices or even be able to
get the food at all. The reduction in income for households
and the food shortages over the last two years have sent
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many people over the edge of that poverty line they were
teetering over.”
Adame said the Promise Center had been an active
member since the beginning of Be Well Baytown, an
initiative of The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer
Center sponsored by ExxonMobil.
“Over the last 18 months, seeing the higher need for
enough food by families in Baytown, the Be Well Baytown
collaboration started doing research to understand how
the food desert neighborhoods, lack of transportation and
lack of foods that can be purchased with EBT, SNAP, and
WIC were affecting the food choices people make when
shopping,” Adame said. “Neighborhoods that do not have
a grocery store within a couple of miles are considered
to be a food desert. Dollar stores and gas stations don’t
offer fresh fruits, vegetables, meats or many dairy options.
Instead, people buy unhealthy fast or prepackaged foods.
This leads to higher rates of diabetes, high blood pressure,
hypertension and other debilitating health issues.”
Adame said they mapped neighborhoods and it proved
to them what they were already seeing with the families in
nearby neighborhoods.

The greenhouse build

“Many neighborhoods in Baytown are lacking fresh, healthy food
choices,” she said. “The Promise Center decided to fasttrack our plan
not only for community gardens in these neighborhoods but also
to develop classes on growing your own food. We are also finding
resources for nutritional classes to hold at our center, teaching how
food choices affect your health immediately and in future years, and
even classes on storing food such as canning or flash freezing the food.
Our entire program is provided for free to the community.”
Adame said they started a pilot garden in February.
“(It was) just to ‘mix-it-up’ as you would the compost and ‘plant the
seeds’ for the interest of learning to grow food to eat healthier and
save money,” Adame said. “Before we use donated resources to start
gardens in different neighborhoods, we will do in-person surveys to
find out what households are wanting for access to fresh fruits and
vegetables. And to see if they are more interested in learning to grow
in neighborhood gardens or in their own backyards. Once we know
what is desired, we will develop a program that should have more
participation, using resources wisely.”
Adame said their primary goal is to end the systemic problem of
eating unhealthy foods due to challenges in getting healthier foods.
“Then maybe we will see more farmers markets and local offerings in
the older neighborhoods and fewer dialysis and diabetes care clinics,”
she said.
Those that have participated in the program have nothing but good
things to say about it.
“I have a feeling of peace working in the dirt with my hands,”
Oswaldo Garcia, a Robert E. Lee High School senior, said. “Like it’s
part of the design, humans working with nature.”
Javier Valencia Morfin, a Lee College student, also participated in the
program.
“There is something oddly tranquil about something as simple as just
pulling the weeds out,” Morfin said.
Anyone interested in volunteering or donating can email
baytownourpromise@gmail.com.

Preparing the garden beds

Planting seedlings
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BETTER REFLECTION

'Theater is a reflection of life, and life includes everybody.'
By Mark Fleming

Robert Richard learned in his sophomore year at
Robert E. Lee High School what an impact theater can
make — and he’s committed to opening that door to
more people.
“My first play was ‘Pinocchio.’ It was like a different
retelling of ‘Pinocchio’ and my character’s name was
Antonio. It was like a small character, and ever since that
— ever since performing on stage I fell in love with it and
I’ve been in it ever since,” he said.
The Baytown native went on to get an associate degree

Robert Richard recently played the role of the Stage Manager
in the Baytown Little Theater production of “Our Town.”

from Lee College then major in theater education, with
dreams of Hollywood. Life, though, got in the way and
Richard ended up working as a car salesman.
Then one day the principal from Highlands Junior
School came to the dealership looking for a car. By good
fortune, the school needed a theater teacher, and Richard
had his teaching certificate. “I came in for an interview
and next thing you know I was teaching at Highlands.”
Beyond his teaching, Richard has been in several plays
with Baytown Little Theater, recently in the leading role
as the Stage Manager in “Our Town.”
He also heads up the community theater’s youth
program and recently got elected to the BLT board of

Contributed photos

directors.
Richard believes that as the only African
American currently on the board, he has a
unique perspective to add.
“I’ve always looked up to the board because
having this community, moving into this
building and having that outlet especially for
kids to come so they don’t get into trouble
outside and they have a place that they can go
and just having a theater in town where we
don’t have to go out to Houston to continue
what we love.”
Richard said it was exciting to get onto the
board and to find out how the finances of
the volunteer organization work and see the
thought that goes into play selection.
Richard, like most people, got into the theater
for a love of the craft, but recognized the need
to get involved in the leadership side. “If I
want to have more plays that I’m interested
in or plays that help diversify the theater, then
I need to be on the board to influence those
decisions.”
“Theater is a reflection of life, and life
includes everybody.”
Richard said he understands the balance. A
theater dependent almost exclusively on ticket
sales has to produce plays that appeal to a large
audience.
In the youth program, he said,
“Descendants” and a youth-directed showcase
drew large audiences. The next youth show,
though, may have more narrow appeal.
“The one we’re doing for [Theatre Network
of Texas] is called ‘Why Aren’t You Dead
Already’ and that’s a show about cyber-bullying
and suicide — not everybody’s going to want to
come to that show.
“But for the kids [putting on the show] that is
an acting challenge for them and it grows them
as actors and actresses, so we make sure on the
back end that throughout the season we make
enough money that we can do shows like that,”
he said.
“This is new to me and I’m still learning,”
he said. “This has to be a balance that we can
find.”
He would like to see a broader range, “so it
just doesn’t seem like we’re just doing shows
that just appeal to Black people or just appeal to
white people or just appeal to Hispanics.”
“This is a wonderful opportunity.”

Robert Richard

Photo by Mark Fleming
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We’re here
to serve you

PH: (281) 576-0555

10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

We’re here
to support
our community
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Awards

10 Things

You Didn’t Know About

Robin Forrest
Owner, Ainsworth & Company Air Conditioning & Heating

1. I was born and raised in Augusta, Georgia,
but have lived in Texas (which I call home)
since 1973.
2. I’ve been married to Junior Forrest, owner
of Junior’s Smokehouse, for almost 21
years.

3. I have two bonus sons,
four grandchildren and
the cutest Dachshund
you’ve ever seen. Her
name is Chloe.

5. I’m currently qualifying
for Ranch Sorting
National Championship
in June of this year
6. For three years,
I produced the largest
Ranch Sorting National
Championship show in
the world of RSNC

7. I was previously named in the Top 8 Women
Business Owners in Houston by The National
Association of Women Business Owners.
8. I was an Emergency Medical Technician for five
years while living in Georgia and was the first
female hired as a full time EMT in the county
where I worked.

4. For 53 years, I’ve been a competitive
equestrian and still compete in Ranch
Sorting. Most recently I competed at the
2022 Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo. I’ve
competed in and won competitions all over
the country including Fort Worth, North
Carolina, Las Vegas and even as far away as
Australia.

9. I started from the ground up in the AC & Heating industry
as a maintenance technician and built my way up to
owner.
10. My favorite hobby, besides horses, is saltwater and
freshwater fishing.
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STAMP OUT HUNGER

FOOD DRIVE RETURNS

U.S. Postal Carriers and volunteers gather outside United Way of Greater Baytown Area and Chambers County as Baytown
Mayor Brandon Capetillo presents a proclamation to Baytown Postmaster Earl Schutt.
Organizers included letter carriers Robert Rivera, Natasha Wooley-Gee and Lupe Rivera.
Photos by Mark Fleming
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Soft Wash & Power Wash Company
Veteran Owned & Operated

Thank you to the United States Postal Carriers for bringing back
the Stamp Out Hunger food drive and thank you to United Way of
Greater Baytown Area and Chambers County for facilitating the drop
off point. Thank you to all who donated. Mail carriers brought in
more than 15,000 pounds of food.

Concrete - Roofs - Siding & More
Residential & Commercial

Faith Community
Hospice LLC
dnzPowerWashing@gmail.com

281.515.7899

“To Comfort Always”
www.faithcommunityhospice.com

Owners:
Cindy Patterson & Carol Mendelovitz

The ONLY family owned & operated Hospice in the Greater Baytown area
281-422-0414 • 4721 Garth Road, Suite H • Baytown, TX 77521

Drew Greer & Zachary Clary, Proprietors
Like us on Facebook

DZ PowerWashing LLC

Call or
email
TODAY
for your
FREE
ESTIMAT
E!

We t a k e c a r e o f o u r n e i g h b o r s

281.837.8454

AINSWORTHAC.COM
905 W. Archer Rd • Baytown, TX

Celebrating Our 75th Year of Serving
Greater Baytown

Premier Dealer
TACLB22841E

24 HOUR SERVICE
MAINTENANCE
7 DAYS A WEEK
AVAILABLE
AGREEMENTS
High Efficiency Lennox systems
0 Down, No interest, no payments
for 3 months then 6.99%
financing for 120 months.
10 year parts & labor
warranty.

$
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BETA KAPPA DELTA
CELEBRATES 20 YEARS

Beta Kappa Delta, BKD, recently celebrated its 20th anniversary at the lovely home of Kathi Clausen. Beta Kappa Delta is a chapter of
Beta Sigma Phi International which is a worldwide organization formed for the social, cultural, and civic enrichment of its members. BKD
began with eight charter members and has grown to a membership of 23 ladies.

Pictured in the top row left to right are Monica O’Brien, Michelle Bitterly, Caroline York, Dee Sandhop, Lisa Murray, Brenda Fess,
Sherrill Santana, Laura Dyer, Kelly Nicolds, Beth Woods and Mary Garcia. Seated in the bottom row left to right are Suzy Holt,
Deb Pena, Gena Hutto, Heather Russell, Sonya Cather, Kathy Winn, Laurie Terry, Kathi Clausen and Stacy Buntin.
Members not pictured are Cheryl Abshier, Alicia Gregorcyk and Betty Benskin.

At the celebration of its 20th
anniversary, Beta Kappa Delta
installed its new officers for the year
2022-2023. Pictured left to right
are Kathi Clausen - vice president,
Deb Pena - treasurer,
Kelly Nicholds - president,
Sonya Cather - corresponding
secretary and Stacy Buntin recording secretary.
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Specials
Happy Hour
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm daily

$1 Drinks
$1 Fried Pies

Dark Specials
• 2 Thighs & Fries, Biscuit
or Roll $5.99
• 12 pc Dark (6 leg/6 thigh),
2 Family Sides, 6 Rolls
or biscuits $25.99
Kathi Clausen, vice president of Beta Kappa Delta, is pictured with
BKD’s newest member, Dee Sandhop.

• 20 pc Dark (10 leg/10 thigh).
3 Family Sides, 6 rolls
or biscuits $41.99
(No Substitutions)
Offers only at Mont Belvieu,
Baytown and Dayton locations.

Veteran
Owned Business

Baytown

7300 Garth Road
281-421-8400

Pictured above left to right are BKD charter members, Kathy Winn, Kathi
Clausen, Suzy Holt and Gena Hutto.

Dayton Mont Belvieu

300 E Hwy 90
936-391-5166

10313 Eagle Drive
832-307-7302

IMPACT ANCHOR CLUB ENDS SCHOOL YEAR
WITH SERVICE PROJECTS
Serving others is what being a member of the IMPACT Anchor
Club is all about, and the group ended the school year with a flurry of
projects. Chartered in October 2018 at IMPACT Early College High
School, this international club is under the direction of Elizabeth AlOmairi and sponsored by the Pilot Club of Baytown.
Fourteen IMPACT Anchor students and Al-Omairi volunteered at
Higher Ground at Camp For All, a traumatic brain injury camp for
all ages in Burton. With the help of the volunteers, campers rotated
through stations, participating in activities such as horseback riding,
ziplining, fishing, swimming and learning archery. They ended the day
with a dance. Anchors also served lunch and dinner, set up and cleaned
up.
“It opened our eyes and hearts to work with these TBI survivors,”
said Al-Omairi. “This is the focus of our club – traumatic brain injury
and Alzheimer’s.”
Anchors and Pilots share this focus, as evidenced by their work at
the Alzheimer’s Walk each fall which raises thousands of dollars for the
Alzheimer’s Association. They also share the motto: Be more. Do more.
Care more.
“The IMPACT Anchor Club has changed my life. When we went to
the Higher Ground at Camp For All, I felt a spark of joy entering the
Anchors and myself as well,” said Jovani Arellano, freshman Anchor
member and director for the upcoming school year. “The moment when

everyone hit the dance floor at the TBI Camp, I saw the biggest smiles
all around me, and that’s when I realized the Anchor Club is where I
belong. I look forward to seeing all of the lovely campers at the Circle
of Friends TBI Camp in November and to working with inspirational,
hardworking and dedicated Anchors once again.”
Rebecca Currie also was moved by volunteering at TBI Camp.
“It was an amazing experience that showed me what Anchor is all
about – helping serve our community,” she said.
Anchors also partnered with the IMPACT International Club at
ExxonMobil’s Employee Appreciation Day at the Pasadena Convention
Center in May. After setting up concession stands, they served snow
cones, drinks, cotton candy and popcorn. Some drove golf carts to take
guests from the parking lot to the arena.
May is Mental Health Awareness Month, so Anchors created two
bulletin boards, allowing students and staff to use sticky notes to answer
the question, “How do you cope with your anxiety?” They also wrote
positive messages to students with sidewalk chalk, encouraging them to
do well on the STAAR.
Anchor Maritza Patton served as Texas District vice president and
IMPACT Anchor Club vice president this school year, and she will serve
as IMPACT Anchor Club president for 2022-2023. Delyla Mayfield is
the state secretary for 2022-2023, and she will serve as vice president for
the IMPACT Anchors.

Elizabeth Al-Omairi, IMPACT Anchor sponsor, poses for a photo with some Anchor members as they volunteer at Traumatic Brain
Injury Camp in Burton, Texas.
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WEST CHAMBERS COUNTY
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SCHOLARSHIPS
TO BARBERS HILL GRADUATES
At the recent State of Barbers Hill ISD luncheon hosted by West Chambers County Chamber of Commerce,
six scholarships were announced. Congratulations to all the Barbers Hill ISD graduates.

Melissa Dennis, Greg Poole, Aliyah Russell and Principal
Rick Kana

Melissa Dennis, Greg Poole, Averie Martin and Principal
Rick Kana

Melissa Dennis, Greg Poole, Caydence Sanford and
Principal Rick Kana

Melissa Dennis, Greg Poole, Mackenzie Vojacek and
Principal Rick Kana
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DUGOOD FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED

DuGood Federal Credit Union scholarship recipient
Emma Hamblin (center) with Superintendent Greg Poole
and Barbers Hill High School Principal Rick Kana.

DuGood Federal Credit Union scholarship recipient
Isaiah Lewis (center) with Superintendent Greg Poole and
Barbers Hill High School Principal Rick Kana.

Meet Your Realtor
DONNA
713-377-6166

Broker/Owner
(713) 377-6166
donna@winfreydevelopment.com

Premium Service ~ Proven Results for over 20 years

Maria Cortes
Broker/ Owner

832-597-5381
281-427-4747

cortesme@aol.com
har.com/mariacortes.com

LET’S TALK
SOLD!

Karla Opryshek
Broker/Associate
CRS, ABR, MRP, ASR,
NHS, MCNE
281-433-2281 | 4500 N. Main
kopryshek@cbunited.com

1113 W. Baker Rd. Suite D
Baytown, TX 77521

Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC.

Advertise your homes for sale here.
Jeff Walters
Realtor / Manager
Cell: (281) 928 5422
Office: (281) 428 8822
jeff@virginiamalone.com

CALL TODAY.

281-422-8302
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Through The Baytown Project, David Berkowitz shines a light on everyday people in the
greater Baytown area. Follow along at thebaytownproject.com or on Facebook and Instagram.
The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz

“My granddaughter, Addison, turned 2, and we had her
birthday party on a Saturday. On Monday, she and my daughter,
Emily, were at my house after we’d been shopping. When her
phone rang, she didn’t recognize the number. A lady said, ‘I
think I’m with your husband. He’s had an accident.’
“My husband, Jay, jumped in our car. I got in a car with Emily
and Addison, and we began driving to the location. On the
way, the lady called back and said they were taking Allen by
Life Flight to Hermann Hospital. So Jay and Emily went to the
hospital, and I took Addison home. I kept thinking, he’s going
to be OK. Then Jay called and said, ‘Are you sitting down?’ I
said, ‘Just tell me.’ And he said, ‘He’s not going to make it.’
“Allen was born with an arteriovenous malformation in his
brain. Never knew he had it. He stopped for gas on his way
home from work, and that’s when it ruptured. A few days later,
Emily had to make the decision to take him off life support.
Allen was such a good husband and son-in-law, and a great
daddy.
“I had done some sewing and crafty projects. I also had
bought an embroidery machine. But I was kind of intimidated
by it, and it just sat there for a long time. A few months after
Allen died, someone suggested that I make Emily and Addison
a memory pillow from one of his shirts. I had a friend do the
embroidery because I was afraid to attempt it. Then my sister
was like, ‘You can do this.’ So I took another shirt, tried it, and
it turned out beautifully. And I felt like I had been doing it my
whole life. That’s kind of how Mimi’s Memory Boutique was
born.
“I make a lot of pillows, and ornaments in the shapes of
crosses, hearts, stars, butterflies, you name it. Whatever people
request, I make it as meaningful as possible. A poem I often
embroider is, ‘This is a shirt I used to wear. When you hold
it, know that I’m there.’ When people send me orders, they
may include a picture of their loved one and tell me about the
person. There are so many special stories.
“As difficult as it was after Allen died, doing this was healing
for me. It helps keep his memory alive. And when I share my
story with others who lost someone, it creates this bond. They
know it’s so much more than a business for me. It’s personal.”
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LISA JOINER

Check out Lisa Joiner’s Etsy shop at www.etsy.com/shop/
mimismemoryboutique.

PATTI PEQUENO
FARRIS

Patti Pequeno Farris’ husband, John, is her biggest supporter.
“We were going into Houston for dinner with some good friends.
Because we expected to have a drink or two, we asked our daughter to be
our Uber driver. She was a college student. She was home. She needed the
money. So we had her drop us off, and we were going to call her when we
were ready to be picked up.
“After dinner, we took a different Uber to this new bar we wanted to
check out. We drank some. We danced. And it was around 12:30 when our
daughter came to get us. After dropping off our friends at their house in
Crosby, we headed home. John was in the front passenger seat, and I was
on the bench seat in back. I remember telling them that I was going to lie
down, and that Whataburger sounded good.
“The next thing I remember was waking up in the hospital, and telling
my mother, ‘I can’t feel my legs.’ I learned that we had been hit by a
woman in a Hummer. She was driving drunk and texting. Thank God that
John and my daughter were OK. He said that I didn’t have my seat belt
on. I could not believe that I had taken it off. Because if you know me, I
was always the seat belt police.”
She ended up with her head resting on the floor board, and her feet
over the back of the seat. Her arm was stuck between the edge of the seat
and the door, which had caved in on her shoulder.
“I broke my sternum and the ribs around it. And my spinal cord was
injured. I had two surgeries. I don’t recall when they told me that I was
paralyzed. Maybe I just knew. I would try to move my legs, and nothing
happened. I thought, ‘Am I ever going to walk again?’
“I was in the hospital 43 days. It was a roller coaster of emotions. One
day I would be OK, and the next I would curse everybody. I didn’t want
to go to therapy. I started having major anxiety attacks because I couldn’t
move. I was getting claustrophobic. And I was just mad. Mad at the world.
Mad at God. Mad at the lady who put me in a wheelchair.”
“When I found out that I was never going to walk again, I just cried.
And I asked God, ‘Why? Why me?’ To be honest, I wanted to die. I hate

saying that, because I was the lucky one. There are mothers who would
give anything to have their child in a wheelchair, instead of having to bury
them.
“When I finally got home from the hospital, we were all scared. I’m
paralyzed from the chest down. I have severe nerve pain that never
goes away. How were we going to adapt to this new life? It was tough.
Especially that first year, when I was in a hospital bed in what’s supposed
to be our dining room.
“But I’ve gradually made progress. Every day I don’t go, ‘Oh my gosh,
I’m never going to walk again.’ I continue telling my brain, ‘Pick up your
leg and take a step. Now it’s the other leg’s turn.’ I still believe in miracles.
I want to believe that I may eventually walk one day. If not, I’m finally
adapting to life in a wheelchair.
“For the first 2 1/2 years after the wreck, I pretty much stayed home. I
didn’t want to go anywhere. Then John began nudging me and said, ‘It’s
time. You can’t stay inside all day. You’re going to wind up even more
depressed.’ So we’d go to a restaurant. We went to the museum. My son
played college football, so we traveled to his games.
“I’m trying to be that cheerful person I used to be: saying hello, meeting
new people. I do that at church, where I feel really comfortable. A little
bit more of the old me is coming out. And I don’t feel as trapped inside
my body.
“But I could not do this without the support of family and friends. My
mother and sister-in-law take care of me during the day. When John gets
off work, his other job is to come home and help me.
“He’s never wavered. We’ve been married 27 years, and I feel like our
relationship is stronger than ever. That part of our marriage vows, in
sickness and in health, really means a lot.
“When I got out of the Shock Trauma Intensive Care Unit, he held my
hand and said, ‘We’re going to get through this. I’m here for you. I’ll be
here for you forever, until the day I die.’”
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LEE COLLEGE
GRADUATES 2022

Lee College celebrated 719 graduates this
semester, the largest graduating class in its history.
Congratulations to all graduates!
Here are a few of the proud, happy faces.
Learn more at lee.edu.

Daisy Hernandez
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Frank Duran III
Mills Usry

Ral Herrera and Christopher Ybarra
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CLASS OF

2022

This year we honored some amazing
young professionals. The 30 under
40 Class of 2022 includes educators,
realtors, entrepreneurs, financial officers,
health care specialists, governmental
entity representatives, chemical
engineers,
oil & gas specialists, a nonprofit
professional, a pilot,
an animal services manager,
marketing professionals and
military veterans.
Read all about them at:
www.baytownsun.com/app/30under40-2022.pdf

Baytown Mayor Brandon Capetillo stopped by to say
a few words to the Class of 2022.
Photos by Martin Castillo Garcia
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Eunice Morgan

Jamall Carter, LCSW, CCM

Not pictured are: Adam Bushnell, Angela Davis, Justin Neal and Jimbo Sylvia

Sade Effiong

Carrie Campbell

Mark Wilson

Kaci Peña

Twan Stevenson

Derek Rupert Smith

Cassie Nichols

Candace Thomas

Brian Moran

Brenda Villafranco, RN

Brandy Royal

Kyle Carrier
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Jose Saenz

Jonathan Machemehl

Jacob Powell

Jerrad Toups, M.Div, BCC

Sebastian Troitino

Teri Rose

Ashley Wells

Jeremy Lamb

Ashnell Polimis

Benaya Hill

Traci Crawford

Jenny Clement
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Pictured with Mrs. Rockey are Leslie A. Hector, left, and Emanuel Hector, owners of R & E Cosmetology.

R & E Cosmetology would like to congratulate Mrs. Pura Rockey on obtaining her
barber’s license and also officially welcome her to her new role as Lead Instructor.
Mrs. Rockey has over 50 years of knowledge and experience as a cosmetologist
and worked side by side with the late Mrs. Roberta Hector, founding owner of
R & E Cosmetology, for over 20 years.
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WYNDHAM PARK APARTMENTS

MOTHER’S DAY
CELEBRATION

The Baytown Sun was invited recently to visit Windham Park Apartments when they were celebrating Mother's Day.
A very nice luncheon was hosted and we saw many smiles. A small gesture of appreciation goes a long way.

From left, Monserrat Benevides, Maria Castro, Connie Abrams, Mary Tabor and
Joanne Webb

From left, Nina Garza, Dolores Pollard, Barbara Rivon and Mildred Keller
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From left, Sharon Phillips, Viola Hayes and Ruth Mosqueda

From left, Bobbie Little, Carol Quinn, Dorothy Martin,
Barbara Dollar, Arlis Mullen and Carol Chess

From left, Mitzi Bachelle, Janell Knapp, Mary Keller and
Alganetta Stewart

From left, Sybil Peters and Freida Bldon
From left, Mary Metts, Charlene McCoy, Jewel James (age 101),
Bobbie White and Mary Baker
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KEEP
YOU
MOVING
without joint pain

Live life without joint pain.
At Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine at
Baytown, we know that joint pain affects every part of your
life. With treatment plans customized for you, our specialists
offer a full range of advanced nonsurgical and surgical
techniques. Our expert joint care includes:
• Innovative pain control methods
• Physical therapy to improve mobility and range of motion
• The latest technology, including minimally invasive
surgical techniques that help reduce recovery time

Baytown

Schedule an appointment:
houstonmethodist.org/jointpain
281.427.7400

