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COVESTRO CELEBRATES
TH
50 ANNIVERSARY
By Alan Dale

Covestro is set to celebrate 50 years in business and the hope is to
acknowledge the tradition of manufacturing leadership, strong safety
culture and history of giving to the community during that time.
Set for the spring, Covestro is currently in the earliest stages of
planning the event for March after delays surrounding concerns
around COVID-19 pushed the event into the spring.
A virtual panel took place in Nov. 16 at the Baytown site as a
preliminary event to the celebration.
Panel participants included Baytown’s current Site General Manager
Demetri Zervoudis, former site manager, Senior Vice President and
Venture Manager Rod Herrick, former site manager John Rocco,
Human Resources Business Partner Patricia McHenry — who has
been with the company for 23 years — and the longest-term employee
on-site, James Rios.
Rocco served as site manager from 2001-2006 and joined virtually

from his home for the panel.
Herrick joined Covestro in 1985 in New Martinsville, served as
Baytown site manager from 2010-2019 and is currently the senior vice
president of MEGA projects North America.
Rios started with the company in 1975 when he was 21 years old.
He was with the original crew in the start-up of the MDA unit and
is currently the senior supervisor for transportation and rail fleet
maintenance.
The panel was hosted internally for employees via live broadcast and
was held outdoors at the Baytown site’s administration building.
Discussion was centered around Covestro Baytown’s safety culture,
the participants’ favorite memories while being an employee, Covestro’s
presence in the Baytown community, its culture and evolution of
the plant over the last 50 years and how the site has grown through
expansion projects.
Talk also focused on the future of the site as Zervoudis moderated
the event.

Covestro employees James Rios (far left), Patricia McHenry, Niko Palosuo, Rod Herrick and Demetri Zervoudis.
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Covestro employees Rod Herrick (far left), Demetri Zervoudis, James Rios and Patricia McHenry.

“At Covestro, we pride ourselves on safety and
sustainability,” Zervoudis said. “Last year, we announced our
vision to become ‘Fully Circular’ and lead in the development
of a Circular Economy.
“What does that mean? Well, Covestro is a leading
producer of materials you use every day, like foam insulation
for energy efficient appliances and buildings, high-tech
polymers that act as electric vehicle battery casings and
chargers, and durable coatings protecting and extending the
lives of our infrastructure, to name a few. We like to say that
you’re never more than a few feet from a Covestro material.”
The panel concluded with the opportunity for employees
to ask questions to the panelists virtually.
“In our new vision for a circular economy, we are trying
to figure out how we can take all of those materials and
create ways to reuse them or make them more sustainable
in the long term,” Zervoudis said. “That means exploring
alternative feedstocks, utilizing advanced recycling and
renewable energy, and of course, collaborating with others,
since none of this can be achieved alone.”
Overall, Zervoudis felt good about the panel’s rhetoric
and the results that came from it as Covestro seeks to move
forward to bigger and better.
“I have enjoyed getting to talk with each of you about
the history, culture, people and future of the Baytown
site,” Zervoudis said at the end of the panel. “To all of our
employees watching, thank you to each of you for helping
us to reach this 50-year anniversary milestone. Because of
each of you, we were able to achieve these 50 successful and
safe years! I can’t wait to celebrate with you all in March of
next year.
“Cheers to another 50 years.”

Photos by Preslile Cox-Lastovica

Hanh M.K. Nguyen, O.D.
Dr. Hanh Nguyen graduated from Texas A&M University with a
Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry and from University of Houston
College of Optometry with her doctorate degree. She has been
practicing as a Therapeutic and Optometric Glaucoma Specialist
for over 20 years working in various ophthalmology practices in the
greater Houston area. With her extensive experience, Dr. Nguyen
practices all aspects of optometry from performing routine eye exams
to medical eye exams. This includes care for patients with glaucoma,
dry eyes, infections, corneal pathology, and retinal pathology such as
diabetic retinopathy.
M.K. Nguyen, In her free time, she enjoys traveling, hiking, biking, and kayaking
with her husband. At home, she likes to draw and paint, and her
O.D.
home is in a perpetual “home renovating” mode (her poor husband).
Therapeutic
She gives back to the community by volunteering to teach at her
local church and she runs Compassion Vietnam Inc., a non-profit
Optometrist
foundation, which she and her friends founded in 2017. Compassion
VN, Inc. builds houses and provides clean water purification systems among other activities
for the poor in indigenous villages throughout Vietnam. During this COVID shut down of
the country and with many people dying of hunger, Compassion VN has distributed N-95
masks and over 10 tons of rice to the poor.

For Appointments, Please Call

281-422-2020

4301 Garth Rd, Suite 100
(Plaza 2, Houston Methodist Hospital) Baytown, TX
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NEW EXPANSION

WILL SUPPORT 350 NEW JOBS
By Matt Hollis
Chevron Phillips Chemical has announced plans to expand its
propylene business with a final investment decision for a new C3
splitter unit.
The unit is being constructed in Baytown, within the company’s
Cedar Bayou facility. Its expected capacity is one billion pounds per
year, with a targeted start-up in 2023.
The company chose S&B Engineers and Constructors to engineer,
procure and build the project. Site construction activities will
commence in January. At its peak, the project anticipates supporting
350-plus new construction jobs.
The C3 splitter will convert a refinery-grade mixture of propylene
and propane into a high purity propylene product. Propylene is essential
to producing fundamental building blocks for many household and
industrial applications, including polypropylene, propylene oxide
and acrylonitrile. These chemicals are also used in the production
of plastics for several packaging applications and durable consumer
products. Polypropylene is also central to the manufacturing of plastic
parts for various industries, including the automotive sector.
“It’s always exciting to see Chevron Phillips Chemical add new

assets to our Cedar Bayou facility,” Heather Betancourth, CPC
spokeswoman, said. “These company investments are a testament to
the site’s quality operation and the fact that the Baytown community is
supportive of growth, new jobs, and the economic ripple effect new
projects bring.”
Justine Smith, senior vice president of petrochemicals, said the unit
will meet the propylene needs of clients.
“With global propylene demand on the rise, this project
reinforces Chevron Phillips Chemical’s commitment to expand to
meet our customers’ needs and remain a leading propylene supplier,”
Smith said.
Chevron Phillips Chemical currently operates C3 splitter units
at its Cedar Bayou, Port Arthur, Sweeny, Clemens and Old Ocean
facilities in Texas. The new unit will provide additional flexibility and
production to meet anticipated demand from the company’s growing
customer base, while establishing room for future growth.
“Our company is thankful for the support of our customers,
elected officials and local community. Baytown is already home to
important assets for our company, and we look forward to becoming
an even more important economic engine for the local economy while
expanding our business to meet global customer demand,” Smith said.
Photo submitted by Chevron Phillips
Chemical.

Chevron Phillips Chemical’s new C3
splitter will be located by its ethylene
unit 1594 at the Cedar Bayou plant. It is
expected to provide more than 350 new
construction jobs.
Chevron Phillips Chemical building
propylene unit in Baytown
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Products
that perform,
People
who care
At Chevron Phillips Chemical, we responsibly manufacture chemicals and polymers the world
needs, provide enriching careers and create shareholder value because we care about each other,
our customers and our communities. We live by our values of safety, respect, integrity and drive,
which enable us to make the petrochemical solutions found in products of all kinds, with purpose,
collaboration and care.
Performance by design. Caring by choice.™
Connect with us online
www.cpchem.com

Plastics now unable to be recycled will
be processed for use in a new ExxonMobil
facility in Baytown, using what is now
destined for a landfill as a raw material.
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EXXONMOBIL
AND CYCLYX

PUTTING A
DENT IN
THE
WASTE
STREAM
By Mark Fleming

Raw materials for the tons of plastic pellets produced around
Baytown and Mont Belvieu now come from deep inside the earth,
pumped to the surface then delivered by pipeline. Soon, though,
more of that feedstock will come from used plastic, putting a dent
in the waste stream.
ExxonMobil announced in October that it was building its first
large-scale plastic waste recycling plant — and that the plant will
be in Baytown.
With a planned initial capacity to recycle 30,000 metric tons
of plastic waste each year and room for expansion, the plant will
need a lot of raw material, and that’s where a company called
Cyclyx comes in.
A related company, Agilyx, developed a process to prepare
plastics that cannot be recycled through traditional technologies
as feedstock for the process ExxonMobil piloted in Baytown and
is now expanding to full production.
Cyclyx will operate the local facility that gathers and prepares
the material.
Cyclix CEO Joe Vaillancourt said the company has had a
relationship with ExxonMobil for about three years. “It’s really
oriented around how that we can use Agilyx’s technical experience
to provide non-traditional waste-plastic feedstock for their
advanced recycling technology approach.”
About half of the waste plastic the company plans to process
now goes straight to landfills, he said.
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Foam and other hard-to-recycle plastics will soon be turned into feedstock for new plastic materials in Baytown.

“We are searching for new plastics that really traditionally have not been recycled and end up in landfill. We go after
commercial-industrial; we go after residential, pre-consumer, post-consumer — anything that would qualify under the
various recycling standards for which we’re certified.”
That includes previously non-recyclable plastic products like foam, packing materials, food trays and plastic flowerpots.
“We take a lot of materials that are not welcome in recycling systems,” Vaillancourt said.
“We source directly with commercial and industrial companies. We will work with municipalities and/or their waste and
recycling providers to take any collected plastics that are not otherwise recycled. We also have our own take-back programs
direct from consumers in coordination with retailers and municipalities, in essence trying to get people to divert plastics
from their own trash and put them into a new take-back system."
Vaillancourt said the company is still prospecting sites for their new plant but will make the selection and start
construction soon, with plans to be in production by the end of 2022, matching the announced production timeline of
the new ExxonMobil facility.
He said the Cyclyx facility will result in about 100 construction jobs and a continuing workforce of about 30-40 people.
“We’re pretty proud of the fact that we can take otherwise not-recyclable plastics and get them to a quality for the folks
like Exxon who can actually convert it,” Vaillancourt said.
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A new plant to process plastics for recycling will be larger than this one that uses the same process.

Martin
Arisco, M.D.
ThomasJ.Marshall,
M.D.

Dr. Martin Arisco has been taking care of 3 generations of patients
in Baytown and surrounding areas. Opening his private office in
1972, he moved to San Jacinto Methodist Hospital on Decker Drive
in 1984. Along with a partner, he started the San Jacinto Regional Eye
Center in 1989 at the present campus at 4301 Garth Road, suite 100.
He did his specialty training at the University of South Carolina in
Charleston and obtained board certification in 1975.
Dr. Arisco volunteered his time to help instruct ophthalmologists
-in-training at the University of Texas Medical School for 16 years
at LBJ Hospital. He has been interested in boating safety and was
Martin J. Arisco, the celestial navigation instructor for 45 years with the United States
Power Squadrons. He was the navigator on many local offshore and
M.D.
international sailboat races. When not racing, he enjoyed thousands
Physician &
of miles of offshore cruising.
Surgeon
Although no longer doing major eye surgery in the operating room, he
is holding a full clinic in the office every weekday and is doing office based minor surgeries.
Dr. Arisco also sees patients by telemedicine consultations with video and audio. To make
an appointment, call the office at (281) 422-2020 for a time and instructions for a virtual
appointment.

Joe Vaillancourt, Cyclyx CEO

For Appointments, Please Call

281-422-2020

4301 Garth Rd, Suite 100
(Plaza 2, Houston Methodist Hospital) Baytown, TX
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Port Houston Executive Director Roger Guenther atop one of the giant cranes that load and unload ships at the Bayport Container
Terminal.

REL ALUMNUS HELPING TO KEEP PORT
HOUSTON THE TOP PORT IN THE NATION
By Mark Fleming

Pictures of container ships waiting to offload cargo at U.S. West Coast ports served as a reminder of how much the country
depends on ocean-going commerce—and no single port carries more of that commerce than Port Houston.
The port recently embarked on yet another expansion project to deepen and widen the channel. Known as Project 11 (the
11th major expansion since the original 1910 project to dredge a channel up Buffalo Bayou).
Leading the port through its newest transformation is native Baytonian Roger Guenther, who has been executive director
of the port authority since 2014.
While not having anywhere near the delays experienced by West Coast operations, the Houston port is also feeling the
effects of the surge in container traffic.
Port Houston is the sixth largest container port in the country and the largest on the Gulf Coast.
Container volume is measured in TEUs or 20-foot-equivalents.
Through November, Houston container traffic is up 16% in TEUs, surpassing the total for all of 2020. November was the
ninth consecutive month of double-digit growth in container volume.
The port has also increased its volume for steel, lumber, bagged goods and autos.
“The surge in demand is still felt throughout the supply chain, especially as importers rush product to the shelves for the
holidays and build inventories in advance of temporary factory closures during Chinese New Year,” Guenther said.
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Former
Baytown
Mayor
Stephen
DonCarlos, now a member of the Port of
Houston Authority board, speaks to the
Baytown City Council in September as the
port donates $50,000 to the city for the
Chandler Arboretum Greenhouse Project.

Roger Guenther, in blue shirt and hard hat, looks over plans for the port expansion
project known as Project 11. Guenther is a Baytown native and
Robert E. Lee High School graduate.

“We are expecting high levels of imports containers to continue well into 2022 and
Port Houston is preparing to meet that demand.”
It’s not all imports, though. Many of those containers will be filled with plastic
pellets produced in Baytown and Mont Belvieu when they leave the port. Other
major containerized exports include chemicals, automotive, retail goods, appliances
and food and drink.
“Our port serves as the anchor for our Texas region,” Guenther said. “[Project
11] is a critical step to provide a wider, deeper channel that maintains two-way vessel
traffic to more safely and efficiently deliver everyday goods and petrochemical
products to and from the region.
“The expansion project will help us continue to lead as the top port in the nation,
supporting over 3.2 million U.S. jobs — including more than 1.35 million Texas jobs
— and bringing $802 billion in economic value to the nation.”
Guenther is a 1979 graduate of Robert E. Lee High School in Baytown. His
grandfather worked for Humble Oil, his father in plastics manufacturing.
Gov. Greg Abbott appointed Guenther to the Gulf Coast Protection District
Board of Directors in July. That board was created by the legislature to operate and
obtain funding for the flood control and surge protection efforts to protect coastal
communities and industry.

Port Houston Executive Director Roger Guenther

Greater Baytown - January 2022 13

We’re here
to serve you

PH: (281) 576-0555

10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

We’re here

to support our community

The Baytown Sun

2021

READERS
CHOICE

Awards

Gene
Washington
and J. Warren
Singleton on the
inddor track at
Michigan State
University in
Lansing, MI.

I was recently in a long discussion with a friend and we were seriously talking about the number
of local athletes we both remember over the years from Baytown, La Porte, McNair, Oakwood
Addition, Barrett Station and the surrounding areas who earned athletic scholarships. These
were some athletes who either got in trouble off campus, were involved in or accused of domestic
abuse/violence, had a substance abuse problem, failed to make their grades, lost their scholarship
for failing to follow all of the college/university sports program rules, were kicked off their team,
were kicked out of college/university, or they simply decided to drop out of college for one reason
or another. Since it seems like this is the time of the year that those things most often occurred in
the past, I felt obligated to tell this story in hope of reaching some current or soon to be collegiate
athletes/students.
This reminded me of an opportunity that Gene Washington and his wife Claudith gave me
several years ago. I would like to share this amazing story with you, which will support my belief
that there is really no good or sensible reason for any athlete/student, male or female to get in
trouble off campus, lose their scholarship or drop out of college or university for whatever season.
16
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Remembering the time I spent with
Gene, Claudith and Mya Washington
at Michigan State University
By J. Warren Singleton,
local historian and Baytown resident

Several years ago, I had an opportunity to spend four full,
exciting days with my longtime friends Gene Washington,
(former collegiate All-American and NFL all Pro football
player), his lovely wife Claudith and beautiful daughter
Maya Washington at Michigan State University in East
Lansing, Michigan. Gene had tried for many years to get
me to visit him and his wife at their home in Minnesota,
so we could attend a MSU Big Ten football game and
Minnesota Vikings football game together, however in all
those years that never happened. I always found an excuse
to not make that trip.
When Gene and Claudith decided they would make me
an offer I couldn’t refuse, I finally decided to accept their
offer. I received a telephone call from Gene and he asked
me to keep Sept. 11-15 open, because they had plans to fly
me to either Chicago or Detroit. The decision was finally
made to fly me to Detroit and they made arrangements for
me to take a Michigan Flyer Motor Coach from Detroit
Metropolitan Airport to Kellogg Hotel in East Lansing
where we would be staying. Gene mentioned that they
thought I needed a break (a short vacation) from all the
things that I had been involved in for so many years. He said
they were very appreciative of what I have done personally
for him and others working through The Baytown Carver
High School Recognition & Preservation Society I founded
in 2010 and continue to serve as founder/president. Gene
and Claudith have always been appreciative of the things I
have done over the years pertaining to the recognition and
preservation of the former Baytown Carver High School,
its principals, coaches, teachers and athletes, and also for
the support he has always received from me. He refused to
accept my offer to cover my own expenses. He said, no…
no…, he and his wife Claudith wanted to do this for me,
their longtime friend and brother. What can I say; they gave
me an offer I couldn’t refuse. GOD IS GOOD AT ALL
TIMES!
I was set up in a very elegant suite at the Kellogg Hotel
located on the Michigan State University campus for four
days at no cost to me. I was treated like a special guest.
We started off the first day early with a bang. We traveled

Retired Coach
Sherman "Sherm"
Lewis, Claudith
Washington,
"Sparty," Toni
Lewis, Gene
Washington and J.
Warren Singleton
at the Varsity Club
Room Dinner
and Presentation
ceremony held at
the Kellogg Hotel
and Conference
Center.

Thomas Marshall, M.D.
Dr Thomas Marshall attended Texas A&M University
before receiving his medical degree from University of
Texas Health Science Center in San Antonio. He did his
eye training in Milwaukee Wisconsin before moving to the
Houston area. In 1993 he joined the San Jacinto Regional
Eye Center in Baytown.

Thomas
Marshall, M.D.
Physician &
Surgeon

Dr Marshall performs cataract surgery using the latest
intraocular lens implants including multifocal
and
astigmatism-correcting lenses. He also offers options for
surgery with fewer eye drops, and the use of iStent Inject
devices for treating glaucoma. He is comfortable speaking
Spanish with patients who so prefer.
He has served with several overseas missions, and has been
happy to thank our US Veterans for their service by serving
them at no cost no Veterans Day since 2001.

For Appointments, Please Call

281-422-2020

4301 Garth Rd, Suite 100
(Plaza 2, Houston Methodist Hospital) Baytown, TX
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to Sherman and Toni Lewis’ home in Novi, Michigan for breakfast.
Sherman “Sherm” Lewis is a former MSU running back, football
coach and player. He was named to the College Football All-America
Team and finished third behind winner Roger Staubach and runnerup Billy Lothridge for the Heisman Trophy in 1963. He spent thirtyfour years as a coach and became the running back coach for Bill
Walsh, under whom the San Francisco 49ers won three Super Bowl
Championships. In 1992 he became the offensive coordinator for the
Green Bay Packers. In 2009, Lewis came out of retirement and was
hired by the Washington Redskins to serve as an offensive consultant
for the team under head coach Jim Zorn. He eventually began to call
plays for the team, after Redskins general manager Vinny Cerrato had
taken away those duties from Coach Jim Zorn.
After breakfast we returned to Kellogg Hotel. We then toured some
MSU Spartan sports facilities — The Duffy Daugherty Building/
Skandalaris Football Center, Spartan Stadium, Clara Bell Smith Center
and Alfred Berkowitz Complex. We visited the MSU weight room. I
have never seen that much exercise equipment in one place in my entire
lifetime. We visited the football equipment building and I was given an
official Spartan pant/shirt/jacket outfit. I also got an opportunity to
try on an official Spartan football helmet which I took a picture with.
I was also handed an extremely large football helmet which by the
way was extremely huge and heavy. I wondered if this was a helmet
that someone actually worn, or if this helmet was only for show. It
was so huge and heavy, I wondered if someone on the MSU football
team actually had a head that big. If so, this particular athlete must be
extremely huge.
During the tour of the campus, I got a chance to meet some of the
MSU football team coaches, including head Coach Mark Dantonio
(who by the way was extremely nice to me). I also got a chance to tour
the MSU indoor and outdoor track facilities where Gene Washington

J. Warren Singleton with a MSU football helmet in the weight
room.
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Gene Washington, J. Warren Singleton, former MSU Coach
Henry Bullough and Clint Jones

had practiced and competed while at MSU, Spartan basketball gym,
locker room and an extremely large room adjacent to the gym that
was filled with TVs, tables and nice comfortable chairs. I got a chance
to meet Tom Izzo (MSU head basketball coach) and his daughter. I
also got a chance to visit the MSU recreation center and study room.
Later that evening, we attended an MSU Hall of Fame Reception
Ceremony and MSU Varsity Athletics Jacket Presentation Ceremony.
That was truly an awesome experience for me. I later found out that
I was one of those individuals who were videoed in the audience
during that particular ceremony. Parts of this same video are included
in the documentary film “Through the Banks of the Red Cedar” by
the Washingtons’ youngest daughter (Mya Washington) who is the
director of this documentary film about her father’s football career.
The next day, we traveled to Eagle Eye Golf Club to attend the
Downtown Coaches Club Luncheon and to the MSU Spartan Stadium
— Varsity "S" Club Room — Open House. We then returned to the
Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center, just in time to get ready to
attend the Varsity "S" Club Room — Dinner and Awards Presentation
held at the Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center — Big Ten Room.
Saturday, we had breakfast with the MSU football team, attended a
prayer meeting and at 11:30 a.m., we all walked with the football team
and coaches to Spartan Stadium to attend a Big Ten football game,
MSU vs. Youngstown State which had a 2 p.m. kick-off. Gene, Maya,
Clint Jones (former MSU and Minnesota Vikings running back) and
I had seats in the press box and we watched MSU beat Youngstown
State.

Sunday, Gene, Claudith and Maya departed at 7 a.m. to return home
in Minnesota. I departed the Hotel at 9 am., to catch the Michigan
Flyer Motor Coach at 10:15 a.m., which arrived at the Detroit Metro
Airport at 12:15 p.m. in plenty of time for me to catch my flight back to
Houston scheduled for departure at 3:22 p.m.
That particular experience was somewhat awesome. It reminded me
of another great experience my ex-wife Sandra Kaye and I had that was
also sponsored by Gene Washington. Gene also gave me my first of
three live Super Bowl experiences, when in 1970 the Minnesota Vikings
played the Kansas City Chiefs for Super Bowl #4 at Tulane Stadium in
New Orleans, Louisiana, on January 11, 1970. This four-day experience
many years later at MSU was just as rewarding to me as attending the
Super Bowl games because I personally got a chance to actually see
what today’s college life is all about, especially for athletes.
That experience gave me the tools I truly needed to be able to talk to
the youngsters in Baytown and surrounding communities about staying
focused, preparing themselves for college, and what college life is all
about. It resonated with me that there is no good reason for college
students/athletes to hang out off campus and possibly get themselves
in some type of trouble. This experience truly convinced me that there
is no sensible reason for any male or female athlete to drop out of
college or get in trouble while attending a college or university with such
resources and facilities for their support. With what I learned during
my visit to the MSU campus, college athletes have basically everything
they really need, right there on campus. The head coach and assistant
coaches’ offices, meeting room, locker rooms, shower rooms, study
rooms and recreation rooms are all in the same building and all you have
to do is walk out of that building onto either the indoor or outdoor
football practice fields. I have not personally visited any of the other
Big 10 or Big 12 college or university campuses. I’m sure, however, that
many of them are set up the same as MSU. Today’s college campuses
provide them with basically everything they need on campus.

J. Warren Singleton in the Michigan State University
weight room

Building Design & Planning

• Civil/Structural
Design
• Building Design
• Residential
• Commercial
• Land Planning
& Development

12605 IH-10 East • (Exit FM 3180)

281-385-1200

www.carnesengineering.com
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BEST BURGER IN BAYTOWN
By Kevin G. Troller

With my California relatives returning
to Baytown for a pre-Christmas visit, it
seemed only fitting to renew our family’s
Best Burger in Baytown competition.
The challenge began in 2016 as my sister
casually mentioned she was looking forward
to another Ricky’s Thick & Juicy Burger.
Naturally, we assumed she would want the
best burger that Baytown had to offer, so an
elaborate competition ensued and Roosters
was crowned the 2016 Best Burger in
Baytown Award. The passage of time and
many new restaurants offering burgers in
Baytown prompted the sequel: Best Burger
in Baytown 2.
To kick off our competition, we
researched all restaurants in Baytown that
offered burgers. Then we asked people
we know, people from church, and even
random shoppers while doing our shopping
to tell us their favorite burger establishment.
Suggestions included: Someburger, Goings,

20
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Burger Barn, Ricky’s Thick & Juicy Burger,
Roosters, Texas Roadhouse, El Toro, Max
Bowl, Fat Fats, Burger IM, Pipeline Grill,
Tajin Mexican Cafe, Chili’s, Johnny Carino’s,
Freddy’s, and O’Neal’s on the Water. We
also considered the reliable burger chains in
Baytown such as McDonald’s, Burger King,
Wendy’s, Dairy Queen and Whataburger.
As a disclaimer, this was our own family
competition, not a City sponsored
competition or solicitation.
With score sheets in hand, our team of
judges made up of the Texas Trollers and
California Arnolds headed out. In 2016, we
informed each owner or manager of our
competition and showed them the coveted
trophy they were competing for. In the 2021
competition, we decided there would be no
notice or fanfare. We would receive and
judge the burger the same as anyone would
receive when ordering. In keeping with
normal tournament bracketology, pairings
were made, and eliminations occurred
until we were down to the Final Four: El

Toro, Ricky’s Thick & Juicy Burgers, Texas
Roadhouse, and Max Bowl. The 2016
competition was extremely close, with one
point separating the top two places, and
nine points separating the top three. This
year, like the College Football Playoff, there
was no drama. The winner was a previous
contestant from 2016, which shows not
only do they have a great burger, but they’ve
continued to perfect it, if not improve it,
over the years. The 2021 winner was a
unanimous decision, as it was awarded the
top score on all judges’ scorecards.
We are proud to announce the winner
of the 2021 Troller/Arnold Best Burger in
Baytown Award goes to Texas Roadhouse.
We encourage you to visit Todd and his
staff at the Texas Roadhouse for one of
their award-winning burgers. But don’t
just take our opinion. We encourage you to
form your own judging team and make your
own assessment. And why stop at burgers?
Form your own competition to judge all the
wonderful food Baytown has to offer.

Through The Baytown Project, David Berkowitz shines a light on everyday people in the
greater Baytown area. Follow along at thebaytownproject.com, or on Facebook and Instagram.

EUGENE
HARROTT

When Eugene Harrott’s father died, he left behind a wife and five children, ages
3-16.

“I will never, ever, ever forget that night. My
dad was working for the old Houston Post.
He was circulation manager for the La Porte
area, where we lived. We did a lot of things
together, including deliver the newspaper. I was
supposed to go with him that night to pick up
papers. But I’d had a date, so he decided to let
me sleep. When he got back, we were going to
do it together.
“When the police came knocking on our
door, it woke up my mother and me. They said
that Dad had been in an accident. Something
was misread on the paperwork about another
person possibly being in the car. At first, they
thought it might be me. Everybody around
there knew us, and that we delivered papers.
“The officers took me down to the police
station. That’s where they broke the news to
me. Dad was driving across some railroad tracks
when he got hit by a freight train. He was killed.
There were no warning lights at the crossing. It
was a cold winter night, so his windows were
up. He may have been listening to the radio. I
guess by the time he saw or heard the train, it
was too late.
“The hardest thing was that I had to go
back home and tell my mom. When I walked
in the door, she knew. She screamed so loud
and so long that it lives in my mind to this day.
Basically, she went into shock. I’m not sure she
was really herself for a year after that.
“I was 16 at the time, and I’m 77 now. It was
a long time ago. But that memory, it’s as if it
happened yesterday. My dad and I were very
close. He was my best friend, my partner, so
to speak. So when he died, it was really tough
on me. To be honest, I’m not sure I ever got
over it.”
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After her knee injury, Delany Boyd was varsity volleyball coach for one season at Baytown Christian Academy.

DELANY BOYD
"I played volleyball in middle school and high school. Then I
got a full ride to play at Lee College. It was my first year there, and
we were at a tournament in the El Paso area when I landed wrong
from blocking. I tore my ACL, meniscus and everything. I knew
instantly. So I did the surgery. I did the rehab. I tried everything to
get back into it. But I just knew it wasn’t going to be the same. I
didn’t trust my knee enough to do the physical movements. I knew
the sport was done for me.
“It was definitely upsetting. Being so young at the time, I thought
my life was over. I wanted to eventually go into a four-year college
program like my friends from our high school team. I really wanted
to do volleyball as a full-time thing. But after blowing out my knee,
I had to pick a different career.

“Right out of high school, I started working as a medical assistant
at an OB-GYN office in Baytown. It’s the reason I decided to go
into nursing. That and the fact that my mom has been a nurse for
years. At the time of my injury, she was studying to become a nurse
practitioner. She was constantly a role model to pursue a career in
the medical field, and always encouraging me to do something big.
“I’m in nursing school at UTMB Galveston. I’m still at the OBGYN office, and I work alongside my mom. That’s been pretty
cool. We really are best friends, so we work really well together. We
mesh well. It’s like I know what she wants before she even wants
it. Of course, we are mother-daughter, so sometimes we do butt
heads. But for the most part, it’s been really nice.”
The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz
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MARY ARCENEAUX

Mary Arceneaux, who lives in Crosby, teaches Sunday school at Greater St. John Missionary Baptist
Church in Baytown.
“The death of my mother is definitely something that
I had to deal with because I was not prepared. I mean,
nobody’s really prepared for death. I was an only child.
Being as close as I was to her, it catches you off guard.
You’re just not ready.
“As long as my mother was alive, I didn’t have to grow
up. I didn’t have to worry about a thing because she was
right there. She took care of everything. But once she left
me, I had to step into that role, become the woman that
I’m supposed to be, and just go on with my life.
“It’s been 25 years since she passed. I was 30-something
at the time. So I was old enough. I worked all the time.

I had a child. And I was very responsible. My mother
taught me to be that. She taught me a lot of things.
“What I miss most is just being with her, talking with
her, and getting advice from her. The best advice she
ever gave me was to always, always, number one, respect
yourself. She would preach that to me all the time. She
said, a reputation for a woman is easy to get but it’s hard
to get away from. And she said, you don’t ever want to
get a bad reputation. So respect yourself first, and then
be respectful of others. I’ve carried that with me. And
I’ve laid that piece of wisdom on my own daughter. Just
passing it on to the next generation.”

The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz
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Hands of Healing's Maggie Alvarez, Tanya Bryant and
Valeria Gardner
Goose Creek CISD Education Foundation's
Samantha Espinoza and Erika Foster
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Jim Wadzinski of Baytown Little Theater

Ramonia Williams of the Marcelous Williams Resource
Center and Talent Yield, Inc. and Paula Torres of
Bridgehaven Children's Advocacy Center

Amanda Baetz of Unbound Houston

Gina Faith of the Eddie V. Gray Wetlands Center
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ROTARY CLUB OF BAYTOWN
NON-PROFIT FAIR
The Rotary Club of Baytown presented $66,000 in checks to
nonprofits recently and invited area nonprofits to display a booth
of their services for the club to learn more. The Rotary Club of
Baytown’s one fundraiser per year, the Shrimp and Catfish Festival,
netted them approximately $128,000 in 2021. All these funds go
back into the local community through their focuses of: Supporting

the Next Generation of Community Leaders ($65,800); Supporting
Vulnerable Populations Within the Community ($27,500);
Supporting Human Health & Safety ($21,000); Supporting Youth
with Special Needs ($3,000); and other services including wheelchair
accessible gazebo at Bay Area Rehabilitation Center, Veterans
services and more ($15,700).

Front row from left, Samantha Espinoza, Erika Foster, Coni Serrano, Gina Faith, Nikki Rincon, Jim Wadzinski; second row from left,
Ramonia Williams, Ron Parker, VFW Post 912’s Harold Sams, Melanie Cotton, Janet Lucatero, Kaci Peña; top row from left, Jennifer
Garcia, Amanda Baetz, Kimberly Watson, Margie Zaruba, Tanya Bryant, Valeria Gardner and Maggie Alvarez. Not pictured Laurie
Terry of Junior Diabetes Research Foundation, Paula Torres of Bridgehaven and Lori Rumfield of United Way.
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Paula Torres talks with Kimberley Watson of Bay Area
Rehabilitation Center

Coni Serrano of Bay Area Homeless Services

Margie Zaruba and Dr. Cindy Lipps discuss Project Blue.

Nikki Rincon of Hearts and Hands Food Pantry visits with
a guest.

Janet Lucatero and Paula Torres of Bridgehaven Children's
Advocacy Center
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Nonprofits represented at the club luncheon
were: Bay Area Homeless Services, Meals
on Wheels of Baytown, Goose Creek CISD
Education Foundation, Hands of Healing, VFW
Post 912, Bridgehaven Children’s Advocacy
Center, Baytown Little Theater, Bay Area
Rehabilitation Center, Lee College Foundation,
United Way of Greater Baytown Area and
Chambers County, Hearts and Hands of
Baytown, Talent Yield/Marcelous Williams
Resource Center, Project Blue, Unbound
Houston, Relay for Life, Eddie V. Gray Wetlands
Center and CASA of Chambers and Liberty
Counties.

Jennifer Garcia of the Lee College Foundation speaks with a
guest.

From left Jared Fulleylove, Charles Hurst, VFW Post 912
Commander Harold Sams and Ronald Parker of Baytown
Meals on Wheels

photos by Carol Skewes
Lori Rumfield and Kaci Peña of United Way of Greater
Baytown Area and Chambers County
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BAYTOWN LIONS CLUB AWARDEES
Pamela Ayala, Juvenile Diabetes
Foundation, was speaker at a recent
Baytown Lions Club meeting. The
club presented a donation check
to Pamela in support of the
Foundation. Juvenile diabetes is
one of the focus service areas of
Lions Clubs International. Pictured
are Lions Dr. Anthony Price, VP,
Beth Thompson, treasurer and past
president with Pamela Ayala.

Vaughn Davidson, Baytown attorney and member of
the Baytown Lions Club recently received the Melvin
Jones Fellow Award for dedicated humanitarian
services, the highest award presented by Lions.
Presenting the award is District 2-S2 Governor Lisa
Free-Martin.
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Jackie McDowell was awarded the Lion District
Governor’s Rising Star Award, presented by
District 2-S2 Governor Lisa Free-Martin.

ROTARY CLUB, BAYTOWN
CHRISTMAS SOCIAL

Sheila Crawford, Dr. Cindy
Lipps and Larry Lipps

Eddie and Ramonia Williams

Lanelle and Frank McKay

Suzanne Heinrich, Cherie
Melendez and Pam Warford

Club President Melissa Reabold,
Carol Skewes and Sandy Delmonico

Sheila Crawford, Robin McDougald and
Rusty McDougald

Inta Walker, Club President Melissa Reabold
and Lee College President
Dr. Lynda Villanueva

Woody and Sheila Crawford,
Joel and Cherie Melendez and
Dana and Travis Taylor

Sandra Bell, Francis Tongol and Kathy
Clausen

Jessie and Shannon Ramirez
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EXXONMOBIL 2021 REFINER OF THE YEAR

WAYNE HANSON

From left ExxonMobil’s Rohan Davis, Refiner of the
Year Wayne Hanson and Wim Blokker

From left, Steve Fess, Brenda Fess, Nancy Hanson, Refiner of the Year Wayne
Hanson, Caroline Fess, Sandy Faison and ExxonMobil’s Wim Blokker.

ExxonMobil’s Wim Blokker (right) offers
a toast to the 2021 Refiner of the Year
Wayne Hanson.

2021 Refiner of the Year Wayne Hanson and
2020 Refiner of the Year Sara Bailey
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Baytown Mayor Brandon Capetillo (right)
congratulates the 2021 Refiner of the
Year Wayne Hanson.

1..
Will Carter of Congressman
Brian Babin’s office and
Gretchen Knowles of Harris
County Commissioner Adrian
Garcia’s office
2.
From left Thomas Reeves
of the City of Baytown, City
Councilwoman Laura Alvarado
and Judge Lucia Bates

2.

1.

3.
Baytown Chamber of
Commerce Chair Holly
Jackson and Lee College
Regent Gilbert Santana

3.

4.
Wayne and Nancy Hanson
speaking with Baytown
Chamber of Commerce
President Tracey Wheeler

4.

Meet Your Realtor
Maria Cortes

Broker/ Owner

832-597-5381
281-427-4747

cortesme@aol.com
har.com/mariacortes.com

1113 W. Baker Rd. Suite D
Baytown, TX 77521

LET’S TALK
SOLD!

Karla Opryshek
Broker/Associate
CRS, ABR, MRP, ASR,
NHS, MCNE
281-433-2281 | 4500 N. Main
kopryshek@cbunited.com

Jeff Walters
Realtor / Manager
Cell: (281) 928 5422
Office: (281) 428 8822
jeff@virginiamalone.com

Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC.

Advertise your
homes for sale here.
CALL TODAY.
281-422-8302

608 Rollingbrook Dr, Ste. 1A
Baytown, TX 77521

DONNA
713-377-6166

Broker/Owner
(713) 377-6166
donna@winfreydevelopment.com

Premium Service ~ Proven Results for over 20 years
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BAYTOWN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Christmas Social

Rikki Wheeler and guests
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Chamber Chair Holly Jackson, Sheila Crawford and Tracey
Wheeler

Chamber Chair Holly Jackson and Billy Combs

Susan Moore-Fontenot and David Rupert Smith

Tim Planty, Kathy Jaeger, Sonya Cather, Noah Chapa and
Dr. Yvonne Thomas Chapa

Gladys Pryor and Roy Price
Photos by Carol Skewes
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Riusty Senac, Bob
Hoskins, Deer Park
Mayor Jerry Mouton, Jr.,
Stephen DonCarlos and
Wayne Smith

Oscar Chapa, Rose
Cuellar, Dr. Yvonne
Thomas Chapa and
Preslie Cox

Adelina Abshire
Randy Casey,
Aric Bouillion and
Jenny Montes
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CHRISTMAS COLORING
CONTEST WIINNERS

1st Place

Mayab De La Torre,
age 9

3rd Place

Mayaly De La Torre,
age 7

2nd Place

Ramie Holland,
age 10
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