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This month's industry issue is full
of celebrations of business growth in
greater Baytown and West Chambers
County.
Covestro dressed up downtown
Baytown at Town Square recently to
mark 50 years of service. The rain did
not dampen their impressive ceremony.
See Mark Fleming's story on page 5
and many photos on the following
pages.
We introduce you to Darlene
McPherson on page 10 and page 12.
She writes about Chambers County
and the business happenings there.
Read about ExxonMobil opening
another chapter with a "world scale
vlue hydrogen facility," on pages 14-15.
United Way of Greater Baytown
Area and Chambers County connects
volunteers with opportunities in the
community through their online
"Volunteer Connect" Read Matt Hollis'
story on page 22.
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COVESTRO CELEBRATES 50TH
YEAR IN TOWN SQUARE
By Mark Fleming
Demitri Zervoudis has been site manager for the Baytown Covestro plant for three years — but
his roots here go much deeper, giving him a special perspective for guiding the facility through its
50th year.
His first time to work at the Baytown facility was as a project manager in 1986 — the plant’s 25th
year of operation.
“As a young engineer I worked for the people who actually built the plant,” he said. “I hear so
many stories.”
Those people, who were still in leadership in the 1980s, had started when the site was rice land.
“You start building from nothing — from scratch — something I’ve never done in my life. I want
to say I was intrigued by their stories, and now I’m very honored to be the site manager celebrating
something that I heard about and I shared in developing over the years.”
“It’s a huge honor for me to commemorate all of those great stories and also some of my bosses
and individuals that are no longer with us, because 50 years is a long time. It’s really going down to
the memory lane thinking about all of those wonderful people who did all of those great things in a
very nice and safe way over the years. Their spirit is still with us,” he said.
The Covestro plant has changed names several times since it opened in 1971, starting as Mobay
then later Miles and Bayer and Bayer MaterialScience. In 2015 Bayer spun off its materials science
division into Covestro, a separate company also based in Germany.
Despite those changes, Zervoudis said the main changes the Baytown plant has experienced are
changes in scale. “We always had pretty much all the different products.”
The plant is the company’s largest manufacturing facility in North America and one of its three
largest globally. “We always had all the products that Covestro offers.”
One other change has been integrating some resources into the facility that used to come from
the outside, like the integrated Calpine energy plant that used cogeneration to power Covestro’s
facility. Chlorine and other chemicals are now also produced on site.
“The site has become much more, let’s say, integrated and independent of some of the key raw
materials,” Zervoudis said.
He said plans for the future include the ever-present tasks of improving safety and reliability.
Also, he said climate change is a focus, with a company-wide goal of being climate-neutral by
2035. “It takes a huge collaboration not only with our internal resources but also our external
energy providers, key providers and the industry as a whole.”
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COVESTRO'S 50TH YEAR

Photos by Nicki Evans Photography

Covestro Communications Specialist Preslie CoxLastovica and Covestro Site Development Manager
Guido Persiani
From left: Covestro Senior Vice President and Baytown Site General
Manager Demetri Zervoudis, Texas State Representative for District 23
Mayes Middleton, Covestro Head of Group Health, Safety and Environment
Rod Herrick, Covestro LLC Chairman and President Haakan Jonsson,
Executive Director of Economic Development and Tourism within the Office
of Governor of Greg Abbott and Covestro Chief Financial Officer Thomas
Toepfer

Retirees Roger Burwell, Judy Hunter and Covestro employee
Trey Cartwright
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Covestro Senior Vice President and Baytown Site General
Manager Demetri Zervoudis (left) and Covestro Head of
Group Health, Safety & Environment Rod Herrick

Covestro Through the Decades Museum outdoor view. The museum Covestro Through the Decades: An Archive of Innovation
was originally a local bar that was transformed into a state-of-the- in Baytown – The people and culture section highlighted
art Covestro museum.
employees, past and present, and site managers from the
beginning to today.

The ‘Through the Decades’ section in the museum highlighted some Covestro Through the Decades: An Archive of Innovation in
of the key events that happened in each decade at the Baytown site. Baytown – The timeline section showed the major events at the
Baytown site from the groundbreaking in 1971 to 2021.

Covestro Through the Decades: An Archive of Innovation in Baytown
– The artifact and award wall in the museum displayed items given
by employees and awards given to Covestro over the years.

Guests enter the Covestro Baytown 50th Anniversary
Celebration at Baytown Town Square along Texas Avenue.
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Covestro employees Trey Cartwright (left) and
Jaime Jackson

Covestro Communications Specialist and Event Lead
Taylor Bott (left) and Covestro Communications
Specialist and Event Co-Lead Preslie Cox Lastovica.
Covestro employees Joe Thierry (left), Loretta
Gonzales, Jesse Gonzales and James Northcutt.
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Covestro Electrical and Power Systems Engineer and
Baytown City Councilman Jacob Powell and wife
Bekah Powell.

Covestro Communications Specialist and Event
Lead Taylor Bott with grandfather and Bayer
retiree Leo Keyes. Keyes joined the company in
1977 and retired in 1996.

Baytown employee Gerry Pena and his wife Anitra

Bayer retirees enjoying the celebration
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Limelight performs during the Covestro Baytown 50th
Anniversary Celebration at Baytown Town Square.

Lesia Robinson (left), Covestro employee Cleveland
Robinson, Katy Whitehead and Covestro employee Brian
Whitehead enter the Covestro “Through the Decades”
museum.

Rooster’s
Steakhouse
employees
Liz
Ponce,
Tracie Locklear, Jaimey Cox, Dell Cox, Covestro
Communications Specialist and Event Co-Lead Preslie
Cox Lastovica and Rooster’s employee Kaylee Arnold.
Rooster’s opened on Texas Avenue in 1970 and was
one of the local vendors selected to cater the Covestro
Baytown 50th Anniversary Celebration.

El Toro employees, Pedro Tzoc, Nancy Munoz, Hector
Luna, Merlinda Joseph, Gustavo Hernandez, Annalie
Perez and Adriana Lopez serve food during the Covestro
Baytown 50th Anniversary Celebration. El Toro opened
in Baytown in 1960 and was one of the local vendors
selected to cater the event.

Antonio’s Italian Grill & Seafood employees serve menu
favorites at the Covestro Baytown 50th Anniversary
Celebration. Antonio’s opened in 1988 and was one of
the local vendors selected to cater the event.

Wazabi employees serve sushi and other menu
items during the Covestro Baytown 50th Anniversary
Celebration. Wazabi opened on Texas Avenue in 2017
and was one of the local vendors selected to cater the
event.
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BAYTOWN, WEST CHAMBERS COUNTY
By Darlene McPherson
A look at Baytown and West Chambers County growing industry
with Chambers County Precinct 4 Commissioner Billy Combs shows an
overview of an area of the country that most Americans may not even
know exists. In this area there are three industrial districts. Chambers
County Improvement District 1 includes Cedar Port TGS Rail/Barge
facilities and is provided fire services by the City of Baytown in return
for tax revenues.
Chambers County Improvement District 2 is the Ameriport
Industrial and Business Complex. Ameriport is managed by National
Property Holdings and includes large warehousing facilities such as
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KTN. KTN is an example of container and storage usage that makes
the Baytown Industrial Sector such an important piece in the supply
chain for the entire country.
The third Chambers County Improvement District encompasses
Bay 10 Business complex. Bay 10 is 225 acres with office buildings,
warehousing, industrial spaces and important proximity to the Port of
Houston, major rail terminals and barge facilities. Bay 10 has numerous
pipeline accesses.
The oil and gas industries are certainly no newcomers to Baytown
and west Chambers County. The view from I-10 gives residents and
anyone traveling through the region a snapshot of oil, gas, and chemical
plants in the country.

GROWING INDUSTRY
A new plant planned for CCID#3 is Oleon Chemical. This
chemical company was denied a tax abatement by Chambers
County Commissioners Court but was permitted, and, as of now
is moving forward with a build on Kilgore Parkway.
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality issued a permit
for building at the current location.
The company has indicated it is producing biofuels. The
company has been creating and producing products since its
inception in 1847 when it made candles.

Today it produces various vegetable oils. Biofuel is an inexhaustible,
biodegradable fuel manufactured from biomass organic matter used as
a fuel.
Industrial and manufacturing growth is major to Baytown and
the surrounding extraterritorial jurisdiction.
Commissioner Combs points out that the Improvement
Districts offered tax abatements to potential industry customers
to lure them to Chambers County.

Photos by C2PX
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CEDAR PORT INDUSTRIAL PARK:
largest master-planned rail-and-bargeserved industrial park in USA
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By Darlene McPherson
Most residents are excited to welcome the growth that industry brings
to our area, but many people who live in the eastern areas of Baytown
(West Chambers County), are anxious about the way development is
progressing, which appears to be haphazard and without long-range
planning. In some cases the local residents have cause to be concerned,
but there is one example of master planning that gives us reason for
pride on our industrial footprint.
Located adjacent to Baytown, in West Chambers County, Cedar Port
Industrial Park is the largest master-planned rail-and-barge-served
industrial park in the USA. Cedar Port Industrial Park spans 15,000
acres, with over 10,000 acres available for future development. The
park is a location for light or heavy industrial use, manufacturing of all
types, waterfront operations, and warehouse/distribution operations.
Trans-Global Solutions, Inc., with offices in Houston and Beaumont,
formed a partnership that purchased Cedar Crossing Industrial Park in
December 2014. This entity is a leading provider of transportation,
comprehensive railroad, and heavy civil construction services. Their
capabilities include terminal development and operations, engineering
and design, earthwork and new construction, track inspection,
maintenance, third party switching, locomotive leasing, rail car storage,
cleaning and repair.

A Planned Business and Industrial Park
Cedar Port Industrial Park owns dock terminals within the park with
access to Barbours Cut Container Terminal and Bayport Container
Terminal. An existing dock along the Cedar Bayou on the western
boundary of the park has a draft depth of 12 feet. The dock is currently
being used by the tenants within the park, but there is excess capacity.
An additional barge dock for the industrial park has been permitted
and may be constructed adjacent to the existing dock. Construction
is expected to take 15 months. This additional dock construction will
only be initiated when demand grows. TGS has applied for federal
government grant funding for a portion of the infrastructure costs.
Chambers County Improvement District Public Dock 1 is a public
barge facility available to all qualified operators and stevedores. It
provides easy access to Cedar Bayou. With these barge-side amenities,
Cedar Bayou Industrial Park is a three-hour barge trip from Barbours
Cut and Bayport Container Terminals. Additionally, the container
terminals are a short drive from the industrial park.
Development-ready waterfront sites are currently available for new
or expanding industries. Future development along the southern
portion of the site would include a deepwater port to complement the
existing ability to manage overweight containers.

The Cedar Port Industrial Park also has access to the Grand
Parkway/99 tollway. The parkway is due to be completed in April 2022.
Once complete, the parkway will provide truck traffic from Cedar Port
around the City of Houston and bypass Baytown, alleviating heavy
haul on Highway 146.
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H2O

undergo a series of reactions
and separation to make H2
and CO2

CO2

WATER
is an input into the
reforming process

HYDROGEN: ANOTHER CHAPTER
IN EXXONMOBIL’S
CARBON CAPTURE AND STORAGE

ONE OF WORLD'S LARGEST CARBON
CAPTURE AND STORAGE PROJECTS

CO₂ is transported to suitable locations nearby
where it is injected into deep underground rock
formations thousands of feet below the surface
for safe and permanent storage.

100 MILLION METRIC
TONS OF CO₂ PER
YEAR BY 2040,

The project would represent
ExxonMobil’s initial contribution
to the cross-industry effort to
capture and store

including CO₂ from Houston-area power
plants, refineries and petrochemical facilities

Hydrogen fuel: poised for growth

BRINGING HYDROGEN TO BAYTOWN, TEXAS
WHAT IT MEANS: Replacing natural gas with hydrogen to fuel our olefins plant
could reduce site-wide CO₂ emissions by up to 30% compared to current operations

ExxonMobil is planning a world-scale “blue” hydrogen plant at its
Baytown, Texas, integrated refining and petrochemical complex. When
combined with carbon capture and storage (CCS), this hydrogen
production will support the company’s commitment to reducing
emissions across its operations. Here’s a look at how it works:

HOW HYDROGEN + CARBON CAPTURE
AND STORAGE WORK TOGETHER:

H2

NATURAL GAS

UP TO

1 BILLION
CUBIC FEET OF
BLUE HYDROGEN
PRODUCED
PER DAY

HYDROGEN

H2

Natural gas is comprised
largely of methane (CH4)
and can be turned into
hydrogen through a
reforming process

CH4

ETHANE
FEEDSTOCK
TO MAKE
PLASTICS

“BLUE”
HYDROGEN

Once isolated it can
be used for heating,
transportation and
industrial uses

Baytown
Olefins Plant
Mont Belvieu
Plastics Plant

STEAM-METHANE
REFORMING
Natural gas and steam
undergo a series of reactions
and separation to make H2
and CO2

H2O

ETHYLENE

CO2

WATER
is an input into the
reforming process

CARBON CAPTURE AND STORAGE

HIGH-PERFORMANCE
POLYETHYLENE

ONE OF WORLD'S LARGEST CARBON
CAPTURE AND STORAGE PROJECTS

LOWER-CARBON
PRODUCTS
like plastic packaging, healthcare
and medical supplies

CO₂ is transported to suitable locations nearby
where it is injected into deep underground rock
formations thousands of feet below the surface
for safe and permanent storage.

UP TO

10 MILLION
METRIC TONS OF CO₂
STORAGE EACH YEAR.
The project would represent
ExxonMobil’s initial contribution
to the cross-industry effort to
capture and store

100 MILLION METRIC
TONS OF CO₂ PER
YEAR BY 2040,
including CO₂ from Houston-area power
plants, refineries and petrochemical facilities

It could double our current
industry-leading CCS capacity
of 9 million metric tons per year.

That’s like removing the
emissions from more than

2 MILLION
of today’s cars*

*Per U.S. EPA GHG calculator, based on 2021 data for gasoline-powered passenger vehicles
Project evaluation and planning are ongoing, and a final investment decision could be made
as early as 2023, subject to government policy, regulatory permits and market conditions.

BRINGING HYDROGEN TO BAYTOWN, TEXAS
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IT MEANS: Replacing natural gas with hydrogen to fuel our olefins plant
could reduce site-wide CO₂ emissions by up to 30% compared to current operations

“BLUE”

ETHANE
FEEDSTOCK

LOWER
EMISSIONS AMBITIONS
Home to one of ExxonMobil’s largest
integrated refining and chemical complexes,
ExxonMobil Baytown Area is also the site of the
company’s recently announced plan to build a
world scale blue hydrogen facility.
What is blue hydrogen? Blue hydrogen is a
low-carbon fuel produced from natural gas in
combination with carbon capture and storage
which is one of the few proven technologies
capable of significantly reducing emissions. Blue
hydrogen is a clean-burning fuel that produces
zero carbon dioxide when combusted. This
means it can play a vital role in a lower-emission
future.
A team of dedicated ExxonMobil researchers,
planners and engineers is working to bring it to
life and usher in the next generation of loweremission operations at Baytown. Once online,
the new facility could produce up to 1 billion
cubic feet per day of blue hydrogen that can be
used to help fuel the Baytown Complex as well
as other industrial facilities in the area while the
CCS portion of the process could capture up to
10 million metric tons of carbon dioxide a year
making it one of the world’s largest CCS projects.
By fueling the Baytown facility with blue
hydrogen, ExxonMobil could significantly reduce
carbon dioxide emissions up to 30% across the
integrated complex. This technology allows for
a reduction in emissions from products made at
the Baytown facilities. These products include
some of the building blocks for things like
medical supplies, parts for cars, cell phones and
other essential plastics.
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Sculpture Trail sponsors and artists
ACE DISTRICT (Arts, Culture & Entertainment)

Laurie Terry and Dr. Greg Terry
of Houston Methodist Baytown
Hospital are pictured with
Silence by Serge Mozhnevsky of
Coquitlam, BC.

Sponsor Kamal Singh of Jindal, JSW
Steel is pictured with Heart by Ann
Melanie of Anderson, SC.
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Dr. James Bernick and
Dr. Pamela Medellin are
pictured with Interaction
of Thought V by John
Mark Luke of Round Rock
Cantillate by
Tara Conley
of Houston

Cumulus
artist Elizabeth
Akamatsu of
Nacogdoches,
Texas, is
pictured with
Connie Tilton
of sponsor
ExxonMobil.

Honda by
Esther Benedict of Pipe
Creek, Texas

Artist Mark Hyde of Fort
Worth is pictured with
Natalie Matusz and his
sculpture, Totem #6.

Pictured are
Harwood
Taylor, Tara
Conley and
sponsors
Ava and Eric
Holland.

Dredger Device
sponsors Jim and
Margie Finley
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Dredger Device
by Kurt Dyrhaug of
Beaumont

Saturday Distractions I Saturday Distractions II
Sherry Treeby & Lee
Sherry Treeby & Lee
Luening,
Luening with Elena Poirot
Aberdeen, SD
of Lee College

Products
that perform,
People
who care
At Chevron Phillips Chemical, we responsibly manufacture chemicals and polymers the world
needs, provide enriching careers and create shareholder value because we care about each other,
our customers and our communities. We live by our values of safety, respect, integrity and drive,
which enable us to make the petrochemical solutions found in products of all kinds, with purpose,
collaboration and care.
Performance by design. Caring by choice.™
Connect with us online
www.cpchem.com

We’re here
to serve you

PH: (281) 576-0555

10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

We’re here

to support our community

The Baytown Sun

2021

READERS
CHOICE

Awards

281.837.8454

AINSWORTHAC.COM
905 W. Archer Rd • Baytown, TX

Celebrating Our 75th Year of Serving
Greater Baytown

Premier Dealer
TACLB22841E

24 HOUR SERVICE
MAINTENANCE
7 DAYS A WEEK
AVAILABLE
AGREEMENTS
High Efficiency Lennox systems
0 Down, No interest, no payments
for 3 months then 6.99%
financing for 120 months.
10 year parts & labor
warranty.

$

If you missed it, read it online at
BaytownSun.com
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AUTO • HOME • RENTERS • COMMERCIAL
SWITCH TO AMCO & SAVE $$$
GET YOUR POLICY OVER THE PHONE IN
MINUTES!

LIABILIT Y

39

FROM

$

Monthly

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

AMCO.NET
713-766-6000
Auto

Home

Business

Motorcycle

Truck

Boat

UNITED WAY VOLUNTEERS: Sign me up!
By Matt Hollis
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com
The spirit of volunteerism is alive and well at the United Way of
Greater Baytown and Chambers County.
With April (otherwise known as Volunteer Appreciation Month)
here, the organization is placing a focus on promoting volunteerism
in Baytown and Chambers County.
“We have opportunities happening across the entire month
of April,” Kaci Peña, the organization’s community impact and
investments director, said.
Peña said they are using Volunteer Connect, an online one-stop
shop for volunteers looking for projects with the United Way’s
partner agencies, not just in April but during the entire year.
Melissa Reabold, the United Way’s executive director, explained
how the Volunteer Connect site works.
“It is a platform that is available throughout the community,”
Reabold said. “Any agency can reach out to us and build out a
profile and post their volunteer opportunity. It is free for users and
volunteers.”
Peña said right now, they have nearly 2,000 volunteers in the
Volunteer Connect database that are actively looking and searching
for opportunities on a daily basis. Throughout the year, numerous
volunteers come to the organization and through their partner
agencies as well.
“Think of [Volunteer Connect] as a dating service for volunteers,”
Peña said. “Volunteers can go in and search for their interests,
their availability, what kind of service they want to do, and they
can pick and choose. I like to tell them they can find a new passion
project. There are all kinds of opportunities there like data entry to
delivering meals to making things for seniors.”
Peña said the site is easy for teams to use as well.
“We have several teams that volunteer and coordinators that go in
and find projects,” she said. “It is easy for any individual or team to
participate and find something they are passionate about and find a
way to give back that really helps them have an impact.”
To register for the site, visit http://volunteer.unitedwaygbacc.org.
Once you register on the site, you can identify your likes and
interests for volunteer projects. If you like to garden, you can select
that choice. The same goes for food distributions, reading books to
kids, planting trees, and even helping with disaster recovery. You will
receive notifications when volunteer events with your interest arise.
And you can “fan” agencies, so that you can volunteer with a United
Way partner agency of your choice.
“It is really important to understand that volunteerism is the most
critical factor in the success of a nonprofit organization,” Reabold
said.
The local United Way also measures how much their volunteer
efforts pay off.
“Every quarter, we collect our impact, including the number of
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volunteers and investment that is put back into the community
through volunteer work,” Peña said. “One of the best motivators for
volunteers is showing the true impact. We show that on a quarterly
basis through our funded partners and community members.”
Peña said a volunteering hour is worth just under $26 an hour in
Texas.
“We measure the monetary impact that is given back to the
community through volunteer service hours,” she said.
In July through December 2021, the volunteer hours performed
in support of local programs totaled $1,129,208. The number of
lives touched is 56,578, a large number considering Baytown has a
population of about 81,000.
During the first half of the year, the organization had 3,509
volunteers who gave 204,396 hours to support local programs
funded by the United Way. To date, nearly 60,000 services have been
provided to those in need.
“Talk about generosity,” Reabold said. “Think about it — the
agencies received $2 million from the United Way and added an
extra $1 million to help programs succeed. That is a big deal.
We need this information. It is part of your investment in the
community as a donor.”
One of the biggest volunteer efforts with the local United Way
is the annual Day of Caring in October. This is where volunteers
from the local plants and businesses take of their own time to help
with projects. This could include cleaning nature trails, mulching
playgrounds, painting closets and rooms, pressure-washing and a
variety of activities. Volunteers in Baytown and the surrounding
area come from ExxonMobil, Chevron Phillips Cedar Bayou plant,
Oneok, Covestro, Targa, H.E.B. Grocery and Goose Creek CISD. In
2021, there were about 60 projects with a little over 500 volunteers
participating in the event.
To keep volunteerism going throughout the year and not just
in October, the United Way is about to start its Day of Action
program. This involves periodic service opportunities in the
community where workers perform real volunteer work for real
needs.
Peña said no date had been set yet for the first Day of Action, but
it is expected to occur in June.
Reabold said the spirit of volunteerism fuels their passion to help
others.
“One of the things that historically when you think about America
back in the day, this was a world where people worked together
always,” she said. “If I had to build a roof, my neighbors came to
help. It was recognized by a lot of people that this was something
really unique. I think in America, it has always been that way that
we all feel like if we can do something, we should. It is a part of us
and who we are, and also we also recognize that it lifts if we do it
together.”
To find out more about how to volunteer with the United Way of
Greater Baytown and Chambers County, visit www.unitedwaygbacc.
org.

DAY OF CARING

UNITED WAY SUPPORTS OUR COMMUNITY...

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
For more information call 281.424.5922
5309 Decker Drive | Baytown, TX 77520

unitedwaygbacc.org
Greater Baytown Area
& Chambers County
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TEN things you didn’t know about

Jim Ferris
BUDWEISER DISTRIBUTOR

M. L. WISMER distributing company
1. Jim was born in Austin. His parents are both 100%
Lebanese. His mother was born here. His father, at age 30,
made it to the United States via Ellis Island after a sponsor
signed on and five years of waiting. His father was so glad
to become an American citizen. Jim’s daughter, Danielle,
researched the paperwork regarding her grandfather and
found that he had had $55 to get to Austin. Jim’s father started
Ferris Drug Store on what is now 6th Avenue. There was a
Mexican restaurant nearby, El Matamoros, where Jim went to
work at age 12 as an elevator boy. Jim worked for Mr. Lopez
there until he graduated from Sam Houston State University
with a teaching degree in 1969. Jim is married to Tanya, and
together they have one son, Jamespaul “JP” who works for
Budweiser in New Braunfels, and one daughter, Danielle, who
works with Jim and Tanya at M.L. Wismer Distributing in
Mont Belvieu.
2. Jim was waiting a table and wearing his SHSU ring one
day and the customer was a recruiter for Clear Creek ISD in
League City. The gentleman told Jim, “I am looking for an
Industrial Arts teacher. Too bad you don’t have a teaching
certificate.”
“I have one of those,” said Jim, so he moved to League City
and taught for nine months.
3. Jim’s teaching degree would have deferred him from being
drafted to Vietnam, but he decided to go anyway. School was
out in May. Jim was drafted in June of 1969, but a previous
collar bone injury kept him from going. He was on his way
and passed the first physical. Jim said he could smell the diesel
fuel from the bus outside. One door said Fort Bliss. A second
door said Fort Polk. Gloria Wismer had given him $100
when he got on the Greyhound bus at the old post office in
Baytown on Defee Street. She told him, “Don’t tell Wimpy,”
(M. L. Wismer). Mr. Wismer had also given him $100 and
told him “Don’t tell Gloria.” When the draft sergeant told Jim
he was “4F” and his injury would keep him from going, Jim
asked what 4F was. He told Jim, “We would take a girl scout
before we would take you.” Jim got back on the Greyhound
bus to Baytown. It dropped him off at the Budweiser plant at
600 S. Main.
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4. Jim did many jobs at the Budweiser plant, including loading
beer trucks, mechanic, painting trucks, sales and supervising.
Mr. Wismer had told him, “Stay with me. It will be worth your
while someday.” Jim listened.
5. Jim had been held back in the sixth grade and says this was
one of the best things that ever happened to him. He left
public school and started at Catholic school, where he met
Sister Julia.
“I will let you come to school here, but you must promise me
to never ever make a failing grade again,” said Sister Julia. He
never did and they remained friends for life. They exchanged
Christmas cards and on Sister Julia’s 80th birthday she asked
for her caregivers to “Find Jimmy Ferris.” The caregivers said,
“He must really be something.” Sister Julia described Jim as “a
rascal and interesting.”
6. Jim has run all his life. The last 5K he ran in was the final
“Budweiser Heatwave” held in Baytown before the plant
moved to Mont Belvieu. He ran with his wife, Tanya, and his
daughter, Danielle. That was 2017. In 2018, Jim got a new
knee.
7. Jim became a pilot in 1975 and now owns a Cessna 182,
his third plane. He said his bucket list had included getting a
new plane with “new car smell.” In 2019, he and his friend,
Tennessee, made charity flights filling Tennessee’s plane with
supplies for storm victims in the Bahamas after Hurricane
Dorian had hit with 185 mph winds.
8. Jim’s bucket list also includes seeing his wife and children
take over the business, M. L. Wismer Distributing, in which he
is business partners with Ann Wismer, the daughter of the late
Gloria and M.L. Wismer.
9. Jim has been sergeant-at-arms for the Rotary Club of
Baytown for 30 years.
10. Jim is a lifetime director of Houston Livestock Show &
Rodeo.
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Through The Baytown Project, David Berkowitz shines a light on everyday people in the
greater Baytown area. Follow along at thebaytownproject.com, or on Facebook and Instagram.

KENNETH HERD
“It was October 3rd of ’98. I was working at Bayer,
vacuuming out chemical waste. The hose swept under me. It
threw me about 6 feet. I had to get stitches in my head. I had
rotator cuff surgery. If I hadn’t been in good physical shape,
I might be in a wheelchair now.
“I told my doctor that I liked to play basketball. He said,
‘Unfortunately, you’re not going to be able to play ball with all
your injuries. Would you be interested in coaching instead?’ I
said, ‘Yeah, player-coach.’
“That was over 23 years ago. I’m 72 now. And I’m in pain
every day. I go to bed in pain. I sleep in pain. I wake up in
pain. It’s from all my injuries through the years. I’ve been
in several bad car accidents, too. Through it all, though, I
appreciate life even more.
“Before I got hurt, man, I was flying down the court. But I
haven’t let it stop me. No, sir. It’s mind over matter.
“I play ball at least two or three days a week. I play by
myself. Or if there are other guys, I’ll join them. I love coming
out here when there’s nobody around. I’ll take 10 3-pointers,
and try to hit at least three out of 10. Sometimes I hit four or
five. And I have my free throws. One day I hit 37 out of 50.
I want to hit 50 out of 50.
“And I’m involved with my kids and my grandkids, so that
keeps me busy. I have a son who’s a personal trainer. When he
gets ready to train someone, he’ll call me. I’ll meet him, and
I’ll set a standard for myself. I’ll do at least 10 laps while he
does his thing. If I only do nine, that counts as zero to me. So
I’ll do 10 or more. I don’t like making excuses. Excuses are a
sign of weakness.
“God’s been good to me. I’ve seen a lot, and I’ve lost a lot.
I lost my wife a couple years ago. I’ve lost four brothers. But
I keep going. People will say, ‘Man, you’re strong.’ And I say,
‘Yeah, because I’m the captain of the ship.’ I’m strong for my
kids and for my grandkids.
“I’m not going to say it’s easy. It’s hard. But I really believe
that only the strong survive. I’m the kind of person who’s
never used age as a crutch. I use it as inspiration.”
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Along with playing basketball, Kenneth Herd enjoys writing poetry and
serving as a DJ.

The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz

ALECIA SIMMONS
CHAPMAN

Alecia Simmons Chapman with her husband, Kyle, and children, Bella and Cooper.
“I had my daughter 8 1/2 weeks early. She stayed in the NICU for
six weeks. My son was born six weeks early. He and I both ended up
in the ICU. After those experiences, we decided having additional kids
biologically wasn’t a safe option.
“At the same time, we knew there were children all over the world who
didn’t have families. Even before we had our kids, adoption was on our
minds.
“Max was 8 when he came here from an orphanage in Ukraine. My
sister and brother-in-law hosted him, thinking maybe they would adopt
him. As things progressed, we all came to the realization that my husband
and I were supposed to adopt him. It’s hard to explain. It was just this
really cool thing that happened, and it became very clear to us.
“We went on to host him for two summers and three winters. The last
time, he returned home in January 2020. Then the pandemic happened.
We had just gotten the green light to do our home study for the adoption
process. But everything shut down because of COVID. Then our
daughter needed major surgery. So we’ve had delays that have caused it to

The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz

take much longer than we ever expected.
“We’ve always felt like we’re going to push through this. But with Russia
invading Ukraine, it has been extremely stressful thinking what it could
mean for Max, for his country, and for our family. It could mean that he’s
never able to come here and be in our family forever.
“I’ve been torn wanting to consume every bit of information coming
out of Ukraine, but not letting it overwhelm me with fear and what if ’s.
Hearing some of the stories from over there, it’s made me appreciate just
how resilient the Ukrainian people are. They fought against the Nazis in
World War II. When the Soviet Union disbanded, they fought for their
independence. Now they continue to fight, which is so encouraging to
see.
“We don’t know how long this conflict with continue or what the result
will be. But we haven’t given up hope that one day, we’ll be reunited with
Max. We’re committed to pursuing adopting him until it’s no longer an
option. As long as the door remains open, we won’t give up that dream.”
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JERRY PUCKETT
“I made up my mind when I was young that I was going to retire early.
And I did it. I retired last August after 33 years with LyondellBassell, just
as I was fixing to turn 57.
“I was married to my job, I believe. I was one of those guys that liked
money. Others my age wanted off all the time to run around, goof off, and
waste money. Not me. I wanted to make money. So I always volunteered
to take their shifts. I worked holidays. I was an overtime freak.
“And I tried to play things smart by investing in everything I could out
there. I wanted to pay everything off as soon as possible. I didn’t want to
have any bills. I didn’t want to owe anything to credit or loan companies.
In the end, I pretty much accomplished what I set out to do.
“When I was going to work, I would leave the house by about 4 in the
morning. It’s still no different. Most days, I’m up at 3:30 or 4. I get a little
something to eat, and then I take off on my bike. I love riding when it’s
dark out and hardly anybody’s around.

“I ride seven days a week. I go all over town. I cross the Hartman
Bridge sometimes and ride in La Porte, or go down to Morgan’s Point.
I’m a member of the Dirty Bay BMX Riders, so we’ll ride together. I’ve
done the MS 350 to Austin for multiple sclerosis.
“When you’re riding this bike here, it’s like riding a Cadillac. You lean
your back against it, and just kind of lose yourself. It relaxes me. I never
know where I’m going to go or what I’m going to do. But I have my cell
phone with me. I always have money on me. I have things to drink and
eat. I have all kinds of tools and patch kits if I ever have a flat. I have lots
of music. And I ride until I decide I want to stop somewhere.
“I’m not as young as I used to be, so I work out every day. Matter of
fact, I just got done doing all my pushups and squats out there on that
floating dock. I do them at home, too, and I work out on a punching bag.
“I live life day by day. I wake up in the morning, kick the dirt off me,
and see what the good lord offers me.”

Jerry Puckett has a shop where he and his partner build hot rods and custom bikes.
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Thank You!
NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION
• BAYTOWN
PROFESSIONAL
FIREFIGHTERS
• HPP
• Lee College
• ExxonMobil
• Chevron Phillips
• Carnes Engineering,
Inc.
• CenterPoint Energy
• Covestro
• Reid Strickland &
Gillette
• Young Plumbing
Heating & AC
• 4 Corners BBQ
• Abshier Meuth
Animal Hospital
• Awards & Engraving
• Anytime Pest
Elimination
• Barbers Hill Bank

Making Your Day Easier

For Your Commitment To
Education

• Baytown Chamber of
Commerce
• Baytown Meals on
Wheels
• BDI Resources
• Beacon Federal
Credit Union
• Cedar Bayou Grace
United Methodist
Church
• Drive Up Self Storage
• Eco Services
• El Dorado Nitrogen
• Expert Air
• Faith Community
Hospice
• First Collision
• Friend of St. Joseph
School
• Fuller’s Tire
Company
• Gibson Printing

• Highlands Volunteer
Fire Department
• Landev Engineers
• Mercy Gate Church
• Murff ’s Turf Farm
• Navarre Funeral
Home
• PD Davis &
Associates
• Reynolds Marine
• Rusty Senac
• St. Judes’ Thaddeus
Catholic Church
• Texas Citizens Bank,
NA
• Trinity Episcopal
Church
• Veterans of Foreign
Wars - Robert R.
Tuck

To become a Newspaper in Education partner, please contact
Susan Jones or email at susan.jones@baytownsun.com

Here’s an opportunity for your company to promote
education and receive great community recognition in
return!

Authorized Shipping Center for:

We also offer:

• Custom
Packaging
• Notary Service
• Mail Box Rentals
• Mail Forwarding
• Color/B&W

3411 Garth Rd., Baytown, TX 77521
baytownpacknmail.com

•
•
•
•

Copying
Shredding
Fax & Scanning
Postage Stamps
Packing &
Shipping Boxes

Post Office Services
Without the Lines!

Dimitry & Yvette Manzano, Owners

281-428-8775

Meet Your Realtor
DONNA
713-377-6166

Broker/Owner
(713) 377-6166
donna@winfreydevelopment.com

Premium Service ~ Proven Results for over 20 years

Maria Cortes
Broker/ Owner

832-597-5381
281-427-4747

cortesme@aol.com
har.com/mariacortes.com

LET’S TALK
SOLD!

Karla Opryshek
Broker/Associate
CRS, ABR, MRP, ASR,
NHS, MCNE
281-433-2281 | 4500 N. Main
kopryshek@cbunited.com

1113 W. Baker Rd. Suite D
Baytown, TX 77521

Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC.

Advertise your homes for sale here.
Jeff Walters
Realtor / Manager
Cell: (281) 928 5422
Office: (281) 428 8822
jeff@virginiamalone.com

608 Rollingbrook Dr, Ste. 1A
Baytown, TX 77521

CALL TODAY.

281-422-8302
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ROBERT E. LEE HIGH SCHOOL’S GANDENEERS
TOUR BAYTOWN FACILITIES

Members of ExxonMobil Baytown Area’s High School Outreach
Program invited students from Robert E. Lee’s STEM program to tour the
Baytown facilities and learn more about how our employees work together as
a team to ensure safe and smooth operations.
On Feb. 22, students from Robert E. Lee High School
gathered at ExxonMobil Baytown Area ready to tour its facilities.
These select students, the “GandeNEERs," were a part of
“Operation Hot Dog," a project between Robert E. Lee and the
Energy Institute High School where students were tasked with
creating a “cool down kennel” for service dogs that train during
the summer heat. The ExxonMobil High School Outreach team
members assisted students in structuring their teams, supported
them with design and provided them with the tools and materials
to build their finished product.
The students began the exciting day at the Baytown Complex
Fire Station where they were given a hands-on tour of the
emergency response equipment, donned respirator packs and
explored the emergency response vehicles.
The next stop on the tour was to the Baytown Olefins Plant
where students visited a control center to learn about operations
and information on what the plant produces such as ethylene,
propylene and butadiene. Next on their journey was the Central
Shop to be introduced to different pieces of equipment, see how
to calibrate a control valve and receive a few demonstrations of
what the different machines in the shop do. Most importantly,
the students learned the importance of safety and teamwork at
the shop emphasizing that they all work together to ensure the
facilities keep producing safely.
“It was important for the students to understand how much
emphasis we place on safety and teamwork at our facilities,” said
BOP mechanical representative Jason Manning. “Our operations
cannot run smoothly without combined efforts, and we all
work together to help protect our people, our facilities and our
community.”
Once the tour was over, students were able to present a mockup
of their project for “Operation Hot-Dog.” The project showed
skills and knowledge in both engineering and construction. The
“GandeNEERs” created a plywood kennel with a plexiglas door
with holes cut for ventilation. On top of the kennel was a cooler
cut in half that contained ice packs with a 20 volt battery-operated
fan attached. The cooler had holes drilled into the bottom where
the fan would blow the cool air into the kennel. These students
designed and built the kennel on their own and in the process
learned the fundamentals of mechanical aptitude, design and
teamwork.
This program gives students a tangible example of the
importance of engineering and is one of the many ways
ExxonMobil proudly supports STEM education. ExxonMobil is
dedicated to encouraging and inspiring the pursuit of STEM and
industry careers for future generations.
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Women’s History Month Workshop Encourages More Women to Run for Public Office
Did you know women make up half the world's population but account for
less than 30% of elected leadership? Politica is a one-day workshop that is
part motivational and part educational to teach women the foundational
“how-to” of running for office and educating them on why they would
make great community leaders.

Baytown City Councilwoman Heather Betancourth discusses
the gender gap in elected leadership to a group of Poltica
workshop attendees on March 4 at Lee College.

Politica is a nonpartisan nonprofit organization educating men and
women about the gender gap in politics while working to increase the
number of female elected officials in the United States. In addition,
March was Women’s History Month, and we take this time to reflect on
the contributions women have made to American history while cultivating
leaders in our community.

Politica facilitator Jennifer Walsh interviews Harris County
Clerk Teneshia Hudspeth, the first Black woman to hold that
elected office.

More than 50 women from across the Houston area registered to attend the first-ever Politica workshop in Baytown on March 4 at
Lee College. As part of Women’s History Month, the workshop was designed to educate attendees about the gender gap in elected
leadership and then provide the fundamental how-to of running for elected office.
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THE MANE EVENT

Honoring the Honorable Pete Alfaro
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Photos by Carol Skewes

The mission of Bay Area
Homeless Services is to assist
the homeless and those at risk
of homelessness to attain selfsufficiency, acquire permanent
housing and return to independent
living as contributing members of
society by providing an array of
supportive services.
Each year a fundraiser is held,
called The Mane Event, which
roasts a high profile member of
the community at the same time as
raising funds to help the homeless.
This year former mayor Pete
Alfaro was the roastee and much
fun was had in the process. Nearly
$190,000 was raised for Bay Area
Homeless Services.

Mayor Brandon Capetillo poked fun at
former mayor Pete Alfaro with tiny shoes
he said he found in his office.

Pete Alfaro receives keys to the city. He
is pictured with Mayor Brandon Capetillo
and councilmen Mike Lester, Jacob
Powell and Charles Johnson

Pete Alfaro being roasted by former
mayor Steve DonCarlos

Kimi Summerlin is a success story of the
homeless shelter. She was recently promoted
in her job and now lives in her own apartment.

Bay Area Homeless Services Executive
Director Bill Eckert

Pete Alfaro receives his own street
sign. He is pictured with Mayor
Brandon Capetillo and councilmen
Mike Lester, Jacob Powell and
Charles Johnson

Bob Hoskins enjoyed roasting
former mayor Pete Alfaro

Lynne Foley was the campaign manager for
Pete Lester, facilities committee chair for former mayor Pete Alfaro many years ago.
She is pictured with roastee Pete Alfaro.
Bay Area Homeless Services
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Ginger and R.D. Burnside were the honorees of the
dinner at the Bay Area Homeless Services Mane
Event. They are pictured with BAHS Executive
Director Bill Eckert.

Junior Board Member Herron
Thomas and Roastee Pete
Alfaro

Sandra Bell, Renita Price, Anthony
Price and Jim Wadzinski

Frank McKay and Bill Eckert

Latoya and Charles Johnson

Elizabeth Trahan, Dr. Cindy Lipps
and Kendall David
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Pete Alfaro, Laurie Terry, Gail Kenny and
Ginger Burnside

Dave and Judy Jirrels

Lynne and Dan Foley

RODEO COLORING
CONTEST WINNERS

1st - Seth Williams

2nd - Ramie Holland

3rd - Divine Osegueda
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