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This year, two Citizens of the Year were chosen. They are R. D. Burnside and Steve Daniele. Since 1995, 
the Citizen of the Year has been celebrated by The Baytown Sun and the community for service above and 
beyond the call of duty. We congratulate all who were nominated and thank each for their service.
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Steve DanieleR.D. Burnside &

WEATHERING STORMS
TO HELP OTHERS

SEE STEVE DANIELE  • PAGE 4

HELPING OTHERS
‘NO-BRAINER’ FOR BURNSIDE

SEE R.D. BURNSIDE  • PAGE 4

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Steve Daniele has found himself in a familiar spot – being a nominee for The 
Baytown Sun Citizen of the Year. 

Daniele was nominated for the honor in 2022 thanks to his penchant for helping oth-
ers through civic organizations, such as the United Way of Greater Baytown & Cham-
bers County and the Rotary Club of Baytown. From last year to this year, Daniele’s 
desire to be there for others has not changed, but there is one major difference – today, 
he is not just a nominee but The Baytown Sun Citizen of the Year for 2023. 

Daniele, the president of Seal-Pac Professional Services, is no stranger to recog-
nition. He has a strong history of being honored for his community service. In 2008

2023                         of the

BY DAVE ROGERS
dave.rogers@baytownsun.com

R.D. Burnside said if he were a tree, he’d like to be an oak.
“It gives shade all year round, just about,” he said.
“They live forever,” offered his questioner.
“I don’t want to live forever,” the 72-year-old Burnside quickly shot back, then 

thought for a minute about the giant oak in front of his north Baytown farmhouse.
“But the one here, I’ve got leaves all over the place. And then that green pollen’s 

going to be coming out. I want to cut that sucker down, but it takes about 80 years 
to grow a new one.”

When old age cuts him down – or, more to his way of thinking, when his maker 

R. D. and Ginger Burnside Steve Daniele
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STEVE DANIELE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

SEE STEVE DANIELE • PAGE 5SEE R.D. BURNSIDE • PAGE 5

he was named the Volunteer of the Year by the 
Baytown Family YMCA. A few years later, in 2016, he 
was accepted as a board member for the United Way of 
Greater Baytown & Chambers County.

Daniele was asked his feelings about being nominat-
ed for a second consecutive year. 

“Unbelievably blessed, honored, and very fortunate 
to even be considered,” Daniele said. 

Daniele said he is now a past president of the Unit-
ed Way board and called his experience with them 
“eye-opening.” 

“You can be around community service and in com-
munity service. And until you do community service, 
it is just amazing. That is what people in Baytown do. 
When you see all the massive construction projects 
and the prosperity for major industries, you just don’t 
understand the need that a lot of families and Baytown 
are struggling with good food and nutrition. And it’s 
there’s a lot of need out there,” Daniele said. 

Over the course of the previous year, Daniele saw how it was to be on the receiving 
end of assistance. First, when the Christmas 2022 Freeze hit, it caused some damage 
to his business. In early 2023, Daniele again experienced problems when a tornado hit 
Baytown.

“A freeze is something you can somewhat manage, you can somewhat repair,” he 
said. “There’s a mechanical side of things that you can anticipate, but a tornado. You 
know, we never heard a warning. We never heard a freight train sound. The doors were 
blown in. And we were just blessed. We had four people here. We had two people out, 
and the delivery truck was running on a route. We were standing by that front door, and 
the worst place you could possibly be in a tornado is by a wall of glass.”

Daniele said they were trying to lock and shut the door because of the heavy rain. 
A young worker was helping him close a door when the tornado hit. Daniele said the 
worker was usually stationed next to a door that came off its rails, busted the cables 
and springs when the storm hit.

“It would have killed him,” Daniele said. “Instead, he’s helping me close the door.”
Daniele said another employee, a lady that worked there for 16 years, was upstairs 

looking for a drawing a customer had requested that had not been sold in 25 years.  
“But we have some paper archives, and she was upstairs trying to find a drawing that 

we hadn’t digitized,” Daniele said. “She came down to ask a question. And she weighs 
about 27 ounces. We joked that if she had been up there, she’d been in Kansas because 
she was a little tiny lady. You know, if she would have been where she does some of 
the quality control work, where she would have been, it could have been catastrophic.”

Daniele had his own close call with the tornado. 
“I was in my office sitting, and I wasn’t concerned about me,” he said. “When they 

said there was something about water, it was raining so hard, I couldn’t hear him. So, 
I walked out of the office and said, ‘What did you say?’ They said there was water by 
the door. And it turned silent for about two seconds. It was like you could hear a pin 
drop. And then I heard this sound, and I looked up and in the office, and the suspended 
ceiling was missing.”

Daniele said then there was a loud booming sound. 
“And we all flinched. When we looked up, the ceiling was all over the place,” he said. 

“That booming sound was every interior door in the building all slamming shut at the 
same time. And they all locked.”

After discovering the company’s breakfast area was blown apart, they entered Dan-
iele’s office. They found a light fixture had fallen right where he usually sat. It appar-
ently penetrated the chair as well. He had been at his desk just 90 seconds earlier. 

“I mean, it was just an amazing, amazing event,” Daniele said. “I’m so proud of 
these folks. We didn’t have power for four days. Didn’t have Internet, didn’t have any 
email. But we ran this company. Actually, they really ran it for four days through my 
cell phone. There were no injuries and no trips to the hospital. It was a total God thing.”

R.D. BURNSIDE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

calls him home -- it’ll take more than 80 years to 
replace R.D. Burnside on this planet. 

The retired rice, soybean and turf farmer is a true 
servant leader. His time and energy and a not-so-in-
significant amount of his money go into assisting a 
number of Baytown non-profits in accomplishing 
their missions to help make Baytown a great place 
to live.

That’s why Burnside has been named Baytown 
Sun’s Citizen of the Year for 2023, sharing the honor 
with Steve Daniele.

Burnside was previously a finalist for the honor in 
2014 and 2020.

“I don’t want to break your foundation with my root 
system,” Burnside said, coming back to Barbara Wal-
ter’s most famous question. “I want to help people.

“I’m not a member of service clubs. I’m here to 
help all of them.”

So getting a call last Christmas Eve that the week’s sudden freeze had cracked 
the pipes in the nearly 100-year-old structures of the Bay Area Homeless Shelter 
didn’t ruin Burnside’s holiday.

It just created more Christmas spirit.
“I serve on the Homeless Shelter board and my director (BAHS Executive Direc-

tor Bill Eckert) called me,” Burnside recalled. “The plumbing all broke during the 
freeze. I knew it was going to be weeks before a plumber could get there, probably. 
I have a friend who was No. 101 on the list for Young Plumbing. Can you imagine 
how long it would be for us to get a plumber?

“But I have a great neighbor across the street, his name is Lendell Keene, and his 
brother Walter. I mentioned to him there’s 20 people out of water for who knows 
how long. He said, ‘I’ve got some fittings, and with your fittings, maybe we can get 
this thing going.’ We went over there and the three of us worked all day, Christmas 
Day, and we got the water going.”

Why does Burnside help the homeless shelter?
“I just felt led to serve the less fortunate,” he said. “What the Bible says, ‘We’re 

here to serve others.’ It’s kind of a no-brainer to me.”
Burnside grew up on the family farm on Garth Road, about a mile and a half from 

the home he shares with his wife, Ginger, who is like R.D. a member of Baytown 
Sterling’s Class of 1969, the school’s second graduating class. Son Ben is a Meth-
odist minister in Cypress. Daughter Haley is a nurse practitioner in Baytown.

Farming is Burnside’s lifeblood. So is his religion.
Burnside was a member of the Cedar Bayou Methodist Church for 45 years, until 

the United Methodists in Texas voted to split last fall along conservative-progres-
sive lines. His old church – and the majority of its members – opted to leave UMC 
and create the Global Methodist Church because they believe the practice of ho-
mosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching and that the Bible’s scriptures 
are laws that must be lived by.

“I’m simple minded,” Burnside said. “My whole deal is following the Great 
Commission that Jesus gave us: to love God and love others. To make things sim-
ple for me, I’m just reading the red print (the words spoken by Jesus) in the Bible.”

As the Cedar Bayou split shook out, the newly completed multi-million dollar 
Cedar Bayou Methodist sanctuary and campus stayed with the majority and is now 
Cedar Bayou Global Methodist Church.

The split hurt Burnside and not just because as a member of the old church’s 
Board of Trustees, he had played a key role in the recent construction.

“I taught first grade Sunday school for 20-plus years and I loved the kids. I guess 
that’s the worst part I miss about our breakup,” he said. “I had to leave my class 
behind. The kids are very important to me.

“But we’re still hosting the men’s group from that Cedar Bayou group. We’re 
still meeting here. There’s no hard feelings or anything.”
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So how does The Sun come up with its Citizen of the Year? Each year, 
The Baytown Sun solicits nominations from readers to recognize community 
members who go the extra mile. Previous Citizens of the Year, who comprise 
The Sun’s selection committee, then select the Citizen of the Year and Citizen 
of the Year finalists from the nominations.

HOW CITIZEN OF THE YEAR WORKS:
Past winners select new recipients

1995:	 Fritz	Lanham
1996:	 Lisa	Urban
1997:	 Eddie	Gray
1998:	 Bob	Gillette
1999:	 John	B.	Tucker
2000:	 Carole	Opryshek
2001:	 Ida	Griffith
2002:	 Gene	Poirot
2003:	 Adrienne	Bernard
2004:	 Pete	Alfaro	
2005:	 Carolyn	&	Robert	Francis

2006:	 Tommie	Jones
2007:	 Mike	Wilson
2008:	 Gilbert	Santana
2009:	 Joyce	Pennington
2010:	 Carl	Brandon
2011:	 Pam	Warford
2011:	 Larry	Cryer
2012:	 Roger	Elswick
2013:	 Gary	Englert
2014:	 Jim	Wadzinski
2015:	 Mel	Stone

2016:	 Nancy	Mann
2017:	 Ken	Pridgeon
2018:	 Lee	&	Leila	Bates
2019:	 Jay	Eshbach
2020:	 Judy	Wheat
2021:	 Daryl	Fontenot
2022:	 Stephen	DonCarlos
2023:	 R.	D.	Burnside
2023:	 Steve	Daniele

TOP CITIZENS OVER THE YEARS

Daniele said folks from the Rotary Club of Baytown and Jared Fulleylove of 
Fulleylove Flooring in Baytown came by to assist them in the wake of the storm. 
People like Pam and Chris Warford helped to bring food and Gilbert Santana, a Lee 
College Regent, brought generators in gasoline and extension cords. 

“Never having ever been on the receiving end, I was amazed how many people 
stopped by Rotary Club the very next day,” Daniele said. “It was very different to be 
the recipient of people that I’ve worked with. They’re just tremendous folks. But to 
have them reach out to me was a very different experience.”

Daniele said he grew up in some challenging situations. 
“My family was benefactors of the Lions Club,” he said. “My sister had eyesight 

problems, and we didn’t have much. We had a community of folks that really helped 
look out for a single mom with four kids running around. But I think from that, it opened 
my heart to service. Maybe it was just coming from that upbringing. But I know that 
the that these people in Baytown are not just out there for photo opportunities. They 
do work.”

Daniele is also very involved as a volunteer with CASA of Chambers and Liberty 
County. CASA stands for Court Appointed Special Advocates and their mission is 
to represent the children of Liberty and Chambers County who find themselves in 
the foster care system. In addition, he is also a longtime member of the Goose Creek 
Consolidated Independent School District Education Board. This organization raises 
money for classroom teaching grants. 

Lee College Regent Daryl Fontenot said Daniele contributes to the Rotary Club of 
Baytown, including volunteering for the club’s Shrimp and Catfish Festival, a major 
fundraiser for the club. 

“Steve gives of his time, talent, and financial support to this wonderful event 
(Shrimp and Catfish Festival) that raises money to support good works of Rotary in 
our community,” Lee College Regent Daryl Fontenot said. 

Daniele plans to stay involved with helping others through the United Way and the 
Meals on Wheels program.

“They do a great job of being stewards of the contributions and the investments that 
people put into these agencies,” he said. 

STEVE DANIELE
CONTINUED	FROM	PAGE	4

R.D. BURNSIDE
CONTINUED	FROM	PAGE	4

“Here” is the Burnside barn, the 5,400-square foot tin-roofed storage shed-
slash-event center complete with a large screen projector TV setup, central air 
and a disco ball. Originally built three years ago to host a reception for his son’s 
wedding, he used it to house a large collection of classic cars.

But he’s thinned that herd to four special vehicles and those cars spend a lot 
of time outside, under car ports, as the Burnside Barn hosts other events. The 
longtime member of the Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital Board of Directors 
was hosting a two-day planning meeting for the hospital’s chaplains during a 
recent visit by The Baytown Sun. A friend was getting married there soon after.

“You name it, I think we’ve had it here,” Burnside said. “I built this so I could 
share this. I’ve never charged any money. I don’t plan to.”

On Sunday mornings until further notice, Burnside Barn is hosting church 
services for the United Methodists of Baytown and Mont Belvieu, about 150 
people a week.

“We can’t call it a party barn anymore since it’s a church,” Burnside said. “I’m 
happy to let the church stay out here as long as they want to,” Burnside said. “As 
long as it takes to find something else.”

A glass-is-half-full kind of guy, Burnside sees there could be a bright side of 
the church split. “Maybe with twice as many churches, we can help twice as many 
people,” he said, hopefully.

On the second Sunday in February, as Burnside Barn hosted it second church 
service, it was visited by United Methodist Church Bishop Cynthia Harvey, who 
famously pointed out that she’d never held services under a disco ball before.

That may not have been the bishop’s only first-time event that day.
“I have a heated toilet seat in the party barn,” R.D. revealed. “I watched the 

bishop come out of there the other day, and she was smiling from ear to ear. I said, 
‘Is everything all right?’ and she said, ‘Why, yeah.’

“It cost about 80 bucks and that’s the best money I’ve ever spent, as far as talk 
around town. I spent 80 bucks and now I’m famous for it. That’s my only claim 
to fame.”

Why, hardly.
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Gina Guillory2023 FINALIST for

of the

BY CAROL SKEWES
carol.skewes@baytownsun.com

Gina Guillory was born and raised in Baytown, a product of Goose Creek CISD, 
where she graduated from Sterling High School. Gina says she was a member of “the 
best ever graduating class, the classiest of 1986 class!” She has worked for the City of 
Baytown 29 years and is now a Lee College Regent, about to start a second six-year 
term.

Gina earned a degree in Office Administration from Lee College and a bachelor’s 
degree from University of Phoenix in Business Administration. Her journey was full of 
surprises.

“When I went to Lee College in the Office Education program it was required in 
the last semester to do an internship somewhere. I was hired by the City of La Porte. 
They offered me a full-time position, after program completion, working in Accounts 
Payable,” said Gina. Her supervisor was Cynthia Alexander, who became her mentor. 
“People loved and respected her. She had a commanding presence,” said Gina.

“I left for a year to go to Colorado and then I came back to work as an assistant man-
ager at a Lady Footlocker.

“One day, I got home from work and found a sticky note on my screen door. It was 
from Cynthia Alexander asking me to call her. It said, “Call me. I need your help.”

“She wanted me to come work for her in accounts payable, only now she was at the 
City of Baytown,” said Gina.

Gina politely told her she already had a job that she enjoyed, but out of respect, did 
go see her mentor. Alexander convinced Gina to start working for the City of Baytown 
in November of 1993.

Gina started in accounts payable, and later worked in the police department in the 
support services bureau (purchasing for the PD).

“Charles Schaffer was the chief. Keith Dougherty was in investigations. It was a great 
team. I was there about eight years,” said Gina.

Monte Mercer (who was then city manager), called and wanted Gina to come back 
to City Hall. He had been the finance director previously. She transitioned back to City 
Hall in 2001.

Gina said she advises young people all the time who have ambitions to grow, “You 
don’t necessarily have to move and keep changing jobs to grow. I am a living example.”

“I came in as an administrative assistant. They changed it to the executive assistant. 
From there, they promoted me to assistant to the city manager. My area of responsibility 
was growing,” said Gina.  “It was the best decision I ever made. The funny thing was my 
title changed, but I was still sitting in the same chair from 2001-2010.”

She worked with Mayor Pete Alfaro, Calvin Mundinger, Stephen DonCarlos and cur-
rent Mayor Brandon Capetillo. 

Her role changed. She was assisting with council member needs and dealing with any 
citizen complaints. 

“When I talk to administrative assistants now, I tell them how to increase their val-
ue,” said Gina. “The way I did it was I never transferred a phone call,” she continued, 
“Instead of transferring them, I would walk over to that department and get the answer. 
That way I learned, and I had an answer for the citizen,” said Gina. If she was asked that 
question again, she could simply respond.

“Because I did it that way, I learned every area of the city. Transferring the call would 
have been missing an opportunity to learn something.”

Her moves within the city were not over. Cynthia Alexander, her original mentor, was 
now the finance director to whom the utility billing manager, Genie Ginzel, reported.

“I received an email from Ginzel asking me to go to lunch. I went. She said she was 
moving to another position and asked if I was interested in utility billing,” said Gina, 
who laughed and said, “I don’t even know where my water meter is at my house, so I 
don’t think so,” She was content to stay put, but decided to make the move.

SEE GINA GUILLORY • PAGE 7
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GINA GUILLORY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Gina went out in the field with the utility department 
techs to learn the ropes. She wanted knowledge to make 
good decisions. She worked every job to learn what ev-
eryone did. She earned their respect.

She emphasized to her staff the difference between a 
customer and a constituent.

“In the water department, we assist customers. If we 
don’t resolve the issue, when the customer walks to the 
next building, they become a constituent. God provided 
me this journey so I would learn the difference between a 
customer and a constituent. It taught me to see the bigger 
picture,” said Gina.

“It was now 2018 and the utility billing department was 
family. I loved my job and I enjoyed helping the custom-
ers.

“I got a visit from City Hall and was asked to move to 
the Finance Department in a management analyst posi-
tion to build morale, look at processes, problem solve and 
build camaraderie.

During this time, I served as interim director of finance 
until they hired Victor Brownlees as finance director,” 
said Gina. She is now the assistant finance director.

Gina’s journey with Lee College
“I talk to God all the time but talking to him is the easy 

part. Pausing long enough to listen is the hard part. I had 
this thought that I wanted to run for office but fear im-
mediately grabbed me. I love people, but I don’t like the 
whole title thing. I want to be able to make a difference.

Every time I went to the mailbox there was something 
in it from Lee College. 

It made me wonder am I supposed to be doing this? 
“Clearly, yes. So, there I go.
“So many people were supportive. I loved meeting and 

talking to the people,” said Gina. 
When the results came in, she had lost. 
“I was devastated, not because of me, but because God 

had told me to run, and I lost. I could not understand,” 
said Gina.

“But that’s when the listening part comes in. I realized 
he had told me, ‘I told you to run. I didn’t tell you, you’re 
going to win.’ So, I got up and got moving,” said Gina. 
That was 2015.

In between that time and January of 2017, Gina went 
through ovarian cancer and surgery to remove it. 

“I was off work. People did not know. They were asking 
me if I was filing because it was time to run again. I was 
not responding because they did not know my situation. I 
made it through the surgery. I limped up to Lee College to 
file, and I ran again,” she said.

This time, in 2017, she won.
In the beginning of her professional journey, Gina grad-

uated high school early because her mother was diag-
nosed with diabetes and took early retirement. Gina is the 
baby of the family, one of five children. 

Her mother needed insulin shots and suffered with im-
paired vision. Gina stayed home to take care of her moth-
er, rather than going off to college. 

“I struggled. That two-year degree took me 10 years. 
Sticking with it and having the support when I got there, 

along with the support from my job at the city encourag-
ing me to finish my degree, working with my schedule, 
turned everything around,” said Gina.

“This is my story. I’m still standing. There is no ob-
stacle, no challenge that can stop you. It’s a pause. Start 
again. Whatever it is, just don’t stop. That is one of the 
most amazing things about Lee College. It’s life chang-
ing,” said Gina.

The BOB “Black-owned Business” Alliance
Gina said she was sitting at home one day, talking to 

God. “It was so clear. The premise (of the BOB Alliance) 
was to show how much power there is if you show sup-
port for one another. Show the young people what that 
looks like. Instead of being in competition, come together 
and support one another. We can find peace and success. 
Find a way to grow together,” said Gina.

She texted 12 people about the BOB Alliance. All 12 
responded with a yes. The small group started gathering 
once a month at a different Black-owned business. 

“I ended up having to do two per month because there 

were so many. Everything fell into place so easily. People 
started seeking me out for the BOB Alliance. It has now 
been two years,” said Gina.

The BOB Alliance spotlights businesses to say thank 
you to the business owners who have endured and sacri-
ficed to have a business here, creating economic growth. 
Gina Guillory is a strong influence on younger people fol-
lowing their entrepreneurial journey.

In addition to being a 29-year employee of the City 
of Baytown, Gina serves the following organizations: 
Lee College Board of Regent; Communities in Schools 
Baytown Board President; United Way Grant Review 
Committee; United Way Emerging Leaders Steering 
Committee; GCCISD Bond Advisory Committee; GC-
CISD Global Business Academy Committee; GCCISD 
Digital Communications Committee; Lee College Pol-
icy Committee Chair; GCCISD Student Advocacy 
Committee; Black Owned Business Alliance; League of 
Women Voters and Houston Methodist Women’s Advi-
sory Group.
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Maria “Pete” Lester2023 FINALIST for

of the

BY CHERYL DONATTO
cheryl.donatto@baytownsun.com

Pete Lester’s passion is giving to her community and 
it’s evident in all the volunteering she does, especially at 
the Bay Area Homeless Shelter.

Pete Alfaro, former mayor and BAHS board president, 
who nominated her declares, “She is highly deserving to 
be nominated and has met the all the guidelines. She’s 
dedicated and has put in a lot of time and work for the 
shelter by applying her engineering and architectural 
knowledge.”

“I am surprised and honored to be nominated. I’m not 
a public person,” she stated. “I’m the type to stay behind 
the scenes.”

Lester moved to Texas from New Orleans in 1980 
to attend Texas A&M University where she earned 
a Bachelor of Environmental Design and a Master of 
Science in Construction Management.

She got interested in architecture by accident. She 
aspired to become a petroleum engineer, but it wasn’t 
a good fit. The university had entrance tests which 
paired students with different professions based on 
their interests. Surprisingly, architecture came in second 
behind education.

“But, I didn’t care to be a teacher,” she said with a 
grin. “I just couldn’t be confined to a classroom all day. 

“I loved drawing and was a draftsman since I was 19 
years old. And my drawing skills were pretty good. So, 
I went to architecture school. It was easy and fun,” she 
added. “I can visualize three-dimensionally which is 
hard for a lot of people to do. I can see what the structure 
will look like. That’s the difficult part, drawing  the 
structure, making all of the connections.”

While attending A&M, she met Mike Lester and they 
were married shortly after. They had dated for only 
three-and-a-half weeks when he proposed.

The couple moved to Baytown in 1999 when Mike 
took the position of Director of Health for the City of 
Baytown.

She went to work for the City of Baytown in 2004 as 
the Project Manager over Capital Improvement Projects 
for the Engineering Department.

SEE PETE LESTER  • PAGE 9

“IT’S THE LITTLE 
THINGS THAT’LL MAKE 

THE DIFFERENCE. 
THAT’S WHAT WE DO.”
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PETE LESTER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

“I was responsible for building and/or renovating several fire stations, the police 
court, EMS station, water park, marina and City Hall,” she stated. “Anything to do with 
buildings.”

She began volunteering with the Bay Area Homeless Services as a project consultant 
in 2014.

“The shelter realized the face of homelessness was changing. They needed 
accommodations for intact families. They had a men’s shelter. They had a women’s 
shelter,” she explained. “The problem was families had to be separated which was a 
hardship, especially on the children.”

Lester had just quit her job with the city to be at home for her youngest son who was 
in high school, when Alfaro asked her to come aboard as the shelter’s construction 
manager. She was the board’s eyes on the project until it opened the doors in March 
2016. 

She joined the Board of Directors in 2017 and actively serves as the chair of the 
Facilities Committee which she describes as a “volun-told” position.

The next phase was to come up with a plan to renovate the men’s shelter. The 
committee submitted it to the board in Oct. 2019 and finally submitted it to Mane Event 
Fundraiser in 2022. The first of three buildings should be completed this year. Lester is 
committed to the shelter until their completion.

Her volunteering goes further than the shelter.
She has raised money for the Walk for Freedom/A21 — a day of awareness in the 
fight against human trafficking. She can also be found at the Relay for Life of Bay 
Area fundraiser for the American Cancer Society. She was involved in the Community 
Advisory Panel (CAP) meetings which implemented communication between the 
community and the refineries. As an active member of the Beta Sigma Phi sorority,

SEE PETE LESTER  • PAGE 11
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SEE NIKKI RINCON  • PAGE 11

BY IVY KRAMER
ivy.kramer@baytownsun.com

 Nikki Rincon has always loved help-
ing people and gives credit to God for her 
success in anything she does, especially 
the Hearts and Hands Food Pantry.

 She has been nominated twice before 
for Citizen of the Year.

 Rincon has always had a passion for 
helping people and credits her father, 
Nick Jared, for instilling that passion in 
her. She followed his footsteps while her 
sons were in school by joining the Parent 
Teacher Organization and from there, her 
passion grew.

 “I felt a call in my heart to start a food 
ministry, so I would do what I could in 
PTO to help the people who were with-
out,” Rincon said.

 Rincon has always done things she is 
passionate about, like baking cakes or be-
ing a fitness instructor. But she was called 
by the Lord to help people.

During her time as a fitness instructor, 
she started losing her health and losing 
her voice. She felt like her passion was 
gone, until she became stronger in her 
faith.

 Another integral person who led Rin-
con to pursue helping people is Rachel 
Sabo, who offered her words of wisdom.

 “Rachel went home to be with the Lord 
not long after,” Rincon said. “I cannot 
wait to tell her how peeling potatoes led 
to feeding hundreds of thousands in our 
community.” 

 Rincon has always loved event plan-
ning, whether it be for her sister’s wed-
ding or for her son’s Project Graduation 
where she incentivized parents and stu-
dents to donate canned goods.

 She started saving up these resources 
knowing there was a greater calling for 
her to use them.

GENEROUS 
HEART AND

HELPING HANDS
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she continues to work on their service projects, one of which is the shelter. Twice a 
year, they prepare a home-cooked meal and serve the residents as if they were in a 
restaurant. 

“I have this belief that you have to give back to the community where you live. In 
some way or fashion,” she asserted. “It’s what you’re supposed to do. Whether it be at 
church or school or wherever.”

The entire Lester family adheres to this belief. 
“When I decided my community work would be at the shelter, I asked Mike what 

he was going to do after his retirement,” she said. “He decided to serve by running for 
City Council in 2021 and is now in his third year.”

Their volunteering started much earlier and their giving ways have been instilled in 
their two adopted sons.

“During Lent, we told them instead of giving up something that makes you miserable, 
give up your time,” she insisted. “You’re going to give back. Someway, somehow. 
You’re going to help someone.”

One of the first things the boys did was volunteer at the library straightening books. 
They took kittens from the shelter to the nursing home for the residents to hold and pet 

as therapy. The also brought them books.
They give back even now.
Charles, 32, who lives in Houston while in college studying Public Administration 

and Foreign Affairs, takes the time to knit men’s hats to send to homeless shelters up 
north.

Joel, 23, who lives in Baytown while working for Cooper/Ports America, will help 
anyone, with anything, anytime, anywhere.

“It’s the little things that’ll make the difference. That’s what we do,” she said.
 Even with giving so much of her time to the community, Lester still finds time for 

some hobbies.
As a member of the Bay Area Quilt Guild, her work has won awards and she had 

two pieces shown at the coveted International Quilt Show in Houston. And she has her 
beloved herb garden.

The Lesters are also animal lovers who have rescued quite the menagerie. They have 
a goat, one sheep, two dogs and some ducks. 

“The people in Baytown are wonderful. This is the most charitable community I 
ever lived in,” she said proudly. “We like it here. We’re going to stay put.”

PETE LESTER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

NIKKI RINCON
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

 Her mother-in-law and father-in-law, who work for Iglesia Cristo Viene 
(translation: Christ is Coming Church) of Baytown, helped make Hearts and 
Hands a reality by offering Rincon a space to start her food ministry.

 Hearts and Hands was supported by the church and started distributing 
the food items and helping the pantry through food fairs. The goal of these 
outside distributions was to make the community aware of the food pantry 
they were starting.

 This is the second year that Hearts and Hands has worked with United 
Way through Be Well Baytown, an initiative of ExxonMobil to mobilize the 
community to promote wellness and stop cancer before it starts. This initia-
tive has helped Hearts and Hands by making it simple for people to volunteer 
and increased awareness of the food pantry.

 During the pandemic, Hearts and Hands food pantry was not open to the 
public, but Rincon found a way to provide for the community, nonetheless.

 “During COVID, we had bigger volunteer involvement and so bigger do-
nors’ involvement. If it wasn’t for other ministries and involvement from the 
community, I don’t know where we would be,” Rincon said.

 Hearts and Hands continues to provide food for the community of Baytown 
in a dignified and supportive manner, while supporting services with collab-
orating partnerships, not only to work to eradicate hunger, but to address the 
underlying causes.

 “I get to steer the ship, but without people rowing the boat, we wouldn’t go 
anywhere. I’m just blessed to have all the staff and volunteers,” said Rincon.

  The food ministry is leading the fight to address food insecurity by pro-
viding fresh healthy food to residents through their four-pillar programs, 
which are Client Choice Fresh Market, Doorstep Blessings, Paula’s Pantry 
and Senior Box Program.

 Paula’s Pantry is a new service of Hearts and Hands that provides spe-
cialty items to the homeless community of Baytown. Rincon said that this 
section of the pantry was named after her late step-mother who used to make 
packs of foods and other essentials to give to homeless people. Her father 
now carries on this tradition, along with donations from others.

 Hearts and Hands is not just about one person, but about a community 
coming together working for the same cause.

 “I want to fade into the background and for people to see Jesus and feel his 
love through what I do,” Rincon said.
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DEDICATED TO
GIVING BACK

BY MARK KRAMER
mark.kramer@baytownsun.com

Connie Tilton is proud to admit that she truly has a heart 
for the community.

Tilton, who serves as Public and Government Affairs 
Advisor for ExxonMobil, said that the value of giving 
back to others is a trait that was passed on to her at an 
early age by her parents who were ministers at a small 
church in Anahuac and then in Baytown during her high 
school years.

 “I learned everything I know regarding my love for my 
family, community and helping others from my parents,” 
she said. “They were my life’s best example of giving 
back to those around you. I built on those principles that 
they taught me about being a caring citizen and having a 
servant’s heart.”

As Tilton celebrates 30 years with ExxonMobil this 
month, she reflects on how she is able to integrate her 
love for community with her career.

“I’m passionate about helping our neighbors and 
non-profits and give my time and talents at and away from 
work,” Tilton said.

Tilton is heavily involved in supporting education as 
she is a member and past president of the Kiwanis Club 
of Baytown and as a board member of Goose Creek CISD 
Education Foundation and Lee College Foundation.

“I am a Lee College alumna and anything that has to do 
with Lee College is very special to me,” she said. “During 
my time in junior college, I had some great instructors that 
really helped me and it even opened the door to what has 
turned out to be a very successful career at ExxonMobil.”

After she received her associates degree, Tilton took a 
job in administration at the company in 1993 which fo-
cused on community affairs and she continued to work 
her way up the ladder. In addition, the company helped 
cover the cost of her obtaining her bachelor’s and masters 
degrees from University of Phoenix.

Through her work on the GCCISD Foundation board, 
she helps to raise funds to provide grants to teachers in 
the district for innovative instruction. As part of the Lee 
College Foundation, she also plays a leadership role on 
the board to raise funds for higher education program ini-
tiatives. As a Kiwanis Club member, the organization sup-
ports the Key Club at the GCCISD high schools.

“I focus my volunteerism around education and helping 
students,” Tilton said. “Education is the key to a brighter 
futures and I am so proud to work for a company that 
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supports those values. It is a joy to be able to be a part of shaping the futures of students 
in Goose Creek schools and Lee College.”

In addition, Tilton is a volunteer at Johnny Clark Elementary where her daughter 
Nicole is a first grade teacher. Her other daughter Brooke will graduate in May with a 
Doctorate of Audiology.

“My children are my proudest accomplishments and both countless hours with their 
church and other organizations,” she said. “I hope I leave the same legacy for my chil-
dren as my parents did for me.”

Tilton is also involved in various other organizations including the United Way of 
Greater Baytown & Chambers County where she serves on the Days of Caring Steering 
Committee. She also is a past chair for the organization’s allocations panel.

“The Days of Caring event is one of the United Way’s major service projects of the 
year,” Tilton said. “We are able to greatly impact many people in the Baytown and 
Chambers County areas and it’s a privilege to be able to make a difference in many 
people’s lives.”

Tilton’s additional community involvement includes serving as the public education 
chair for the Greater Baytown LEPC and as a board member for the Economic Alliance 
Port Houston. She also is a past board member and president of the Bay Area Historical 
Society.

“I have one of the greatest jobs in the world,” Tilton said. “I truly love our commu-
nity and being able to help people and organizations in our community. ExxonMobil is 
focused on establishing partnerships in the communities we serve, and I am proud to be 
a part of that.”

Tilton and her husband Erwin, who she met in high school, are also members and 
volunteers at Faith Family Church in Baytown.

“Our strong faith is a cornerstone in our lives,” she said. “And being able to serve God 
and others is a true blessing,”

From left, Goose Creek CISD Director of Safe and Secure Schools Robert 
Marquez, Emergency Management Association of Texas President Jamie 
Galloway, ExxonMobil Public & Government Affairs Advisor Connie Tilton and 
Greater Baytown LEPC Chair Tony Irby receive the Excellent in Emergency 
Management Award on behalf of the Greater Baytown Area Local Emergency 
Planning Committee for the public education “Stuff Happens” program.

Be Well Baytown is an initiative of The University of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Center sponsored by ExxonMobil. The aim is to mobilize the Baytown 
community to promote wellness and stop cancer before it starts. Collaborating 
organizations include the City of Baytown and Goose Creek CISD. This annual 
event brings together families, organizations and local vendors to promote health 
and wellness. The idea behind this family-friendly event is to provide actionable 
steps and resources to building a healthier lifestyle.
“ExxonMobil is proud to sponsor this initiative and it’s been exciting to see all of 
the progress in health and wellness we’ve made in the community by working 
together,” said ExxonMobil Public and Government Affairs Advisor Connie Tilton.

The Greater Baytown Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) recently was 
honored with the Excellent in Emergency Management Award from the Emergency 
Management Association of Texas (EMAT) at their conference in San Marcos.  
The award is given annually to recognize the achievement and hard work of 
organizations that have made exceptional efforts to further the field of emergency 
management and to ensure a whole community approach to preventing and 
preparing for disasters.
The Greater Baytown LEPC, partnering with ExxonMobil and Goose Creek CISD, 
was awarded this prestigious award for developing an educational program called 
“Stuff Happens.” 
This program, funded by a $50,000 grant from ExxonMobil and geared towards 
school aged children, teaches what is shelter in place and how to shelter in place. 
The whole project is available in English and Spanish.
“The project includes a short animated video and educational aide for teachers 
in the classroom to use as a tool to teach and reinforce elements included in 
shelter in place or adhering to stay at home orders in the event they are issued 
for our area,” said ExxonMobil Public & Government Affairs Advisor and Greater 
Baytown LEPC Public Education Committee Lead Connie Tilton. “We are proud 
of this campaign and how it appeals to students as they learn about shelter in 
place.”



Community Leadership14   The Baytown Sun Thursday, March 9, 2023

SERVICE LEAGUE 
OF BAYTOWN

BOARD
2022-2023

President
Kacie Fivecoat

President Elect
Greta Ludwig

Vice President
Dayana Sprano

Treasurer
Brandi Rodriguez

Recording Secretary
Stephanie Manley

Projects Chairman
Kelly Samora

Fundraising Chairman
Bailey Byford

Corresponding Secretary
Jackie Williams

Past President
Melisa Quinones

Board Members at Large
Cassie Daniel
Rosa Pfitzner

Hannah Jackson

The Service League of Baytown, founded in 1948, remains active in the community of Baytown, Highlands and Mont 
Belvieu. They look forward to serving the community for many years to come with the help of local businesses and 

donors. If you would like more information on how to become a member or make a donation, please visit
www.serviceleagueofbaytown.com.  
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Top, from left: Brandi Rodriguez, Rose Pfitzner, Chrissa Teel, Jackie Williams, 
Dayana Sprano, Ginny Green,Stephanie Manley. Kacie Fivecoat, Bailey Byford, 
Kimberly Benevide and Greta Ludwig
Bottom row, from left:  Melisa Quinones, Sarah Castleberry, Cassie Daniel, Hannah 
Jackson and Rhonda Smart

OUR PROJECTS: 
Vision and Hearing

Approximately 20,000 students 
in 30 schools in GCCISD, BHISD, 
Chinquapin Preparatory School, 
Baytown Christian Academy and 
St. Joseph’s Catholic School are 
screened annually by their Texas-
certified members. This equates 
to approximately 1021 hours per 
year, at a significant savings to the 
school districts.

Golden Age
They host Golden Age monthly 
bingo providing helpful household 
items for fixed-income senior 
citizens.

Christmas Family
Every Christmas the League adopts 
one to three families and provides 
gifts to make their season brighter.

Chinquapin Birthdays and 
Graduation

The League hosts quarterly birthday 
and yearly graduation celebrations 
for the deserving students at 
Chinquapin Preparatory School.

Partners In Education
They are partnered with the 
GCCISD nurses through the 
Baytown Chamber of Commerce. 
They also host a nurses luncheon 
every year.

Baytown Historical Museum
The League serves as docents for 
the museum and give tours to all 
GCCISD third graders.

MISSION STATEMENT:
The objectives of The League shall be to foster interest among its members in 

the social, economical, civic, and cultural conditions of the community.

Through volunteer service, members shall coordinate the efforts of, and 
cooperate with, other organizations performing similar services. 
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BAYTOWN JUNIOR FORUM
BOARD
2022-2023

President
Laura Shostak
Membership VP

Lisa Gauthreaux
 Grants VP 

Crystal Arthur
Fundraising VP 
Maghen Ibarra

 Communications VP 
Adriana Martindale

Scholarships VP 
Sylvia Perry
 Secretary 

Carita Webster
Treasurer 

Ashley Smith

APPOINTED ADVISORS
TO THE BOARD:

Past President
Ashley Smith

 Parliamentarian 
Janell Laubach

Chaplain 
Steffani Brackin

Sustainer Representative 
Aida Rendon

SERVICE PROJECT CHAIRS:
Art League of Baytown

Steffani Brackin
Bay Area Homeless Services

Adriana Martindale
Baytown Special Olympics

Janell Laubach
Baytown Special Rodeo

Laura Shostak
Focus Care Nursing Home

Kristen Roy
Goodfellows

Ashley Smith, Allison Cooper,
Lisa Gauthreaux

Habitat for Humanity
Laura Shostak

Hearts and Hands of Baytown
Ashley Smith

Baytown Junior Forum is a private, non-profit, philanthropic 
organization which was organized by thirteen women 
interested in devoting time to serving our community.  Betty 
Jameson, who had been a member of Pasadena Junior 
Forum before moving to Baytown, initiated the group and 
served as its first president. Since 1998, Baytown Junior 
Forum has funded the Betty Jameson Scholarship, which 
is awarded each year to at least 3 deserving seniors from 
Baytown area schools.  

“Strength through Service” is the mission of Baytown Junior 
Forum, which has been serving Baytown and our surrounding 
communities since 1964. Over the last 50+ years, the Ladies 
of Baytown Junior Forum have given over 100,000 hours 
of volunteer time in numerous service projects and given 

in excess of $500,000 in charitable contributions. We are 
dedicated to making a difference in the lives of children, 
families and the elderly through our service projects and 
grant program. ALL proceeds from our fundraising efforts are 
given back to the community.

Baytown Junior Forum has been honored with several 
special recognitions.  Among them are the Environmental 
Improvement Award of Commendation and Certificate of 
Merit by Keep America Beautiful, the Grand Club Award 
by the Y.M.C.A., Outstanding Service Organization from 
the Houston Area Special Olympics, and the Community 
Healthcare Leadership Award from Bay Area Rehabilitation.

TO DONATE:
GOODFELLOWS DONATIONS

Please mail your donation to Goodfellows, c/o BJF, 
PO Box 8116, Baytown, TX 77522

MONETARY DONATIONS
Please mail your donation to BJF,
PO Box 8116, Baytown, TX 77522

FUNDRAISING SPONSORSHIP
Email:  baytownjuniorforum@gmail.com

Serving the 
community
since 1964

• HABITAT FOR HUMANITY - Baytown Habitat for Humanity 
is a non-profit, Christian ministry which builds simple, 
decent, and affordable homes in partnership with those in 
need. Families purchase the houses at no profit, through 
interest-free loans.

• GOODFELLOWS - The Baytown Goodfellows program 
spreads Christmas cheer by helping low-income families in 
our community provide toys for their children. Our members 
raise funds from the generous members of our community, 
order toys, and sort and distribute them to the families. The 
program is designated for children between the ages of 0-10.

• UNIFIED VOLLEYBALL - Special Olympics Texas is a 
privately funded non-profit organization providing year-round 

sports training and athletic competition for over 35,000 
children and adults with intellectual disabilities in the Lone 
Star state. BJF is proud to be a part of a movement that is 
changing lives within our community by sponsoring teams 
and playing volleyball alongside the athletes.

· BAYTOWN SPECIAL RODEO - The mission of the Baytown 
Special Rodeo Association is to provide an annual fun-
filled, western themed day of activities and entertainment 
for mentally and/or physically challenged children and their 
families. 
  BSRA strives to instill in each child a sense of community 
and the belief that they are special and important. Baytown 
Junior Forum sponsors a booth every year and our members 
thoroughly enjoy interacting with the children.

A few of the 2022-2023 Service Projects include:

Baytown Junior Forum members
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ROTARY CLUB

Two Year Director
Paul Wankowicz
Two Year Director
Derek Elkins

One Year Director
Shannon Ramirez

One Year Director
Aaron Stryk

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

2023 - 2024 
President 

Jared Fulleylove
President Elect
Paula Torres

Secretary
Daryl Fontenot
President Nominee
Ledell Johnson

Past President
Marc Pinney

Sergeant-at-Arms
Jim Ferris

bus 832 724 1575
fax 713 357 9115
ledell@securitiesmail.com

Lincoln Financial
Securities Corporation

Branch Office
4823 Stonebridge St.

Baytown, TX 77521

Ledell Johnson
Registered Representative
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TAYLOR
A/C & HEATING, LLC

Dana & Travis Taylor & Staff

281-428-1680

Residential & Commercial
Sales Service, Installation

DR. TOM KELCHNER 
Rotary District 5890 Governor, 2025-2026

BY CAROL SKEWES
carol.skewes@baytownsun.com

Rotarian Dr. Tom Kelchner has worked his way up through the 
ranks of Rotary and achieved the honor to be named District 5890 
Governor in 2025-2026.

“I am very excited. I have been a Rotarian since 2010, after 
arriving at Goose Creek CISD in 2009. Being part of District 
5890 and the Rotary Club of Baytown has been a pleasure,” said 
Kelchner.

In 13 years, you have met a lot of district governors and 
assistant district governors. What are your goals?

“My goals are to continue the object of Rotary, first and fore-
most ‘Service above Self’. How are we impacting our communi-
ties at the local, state, national and world levels in a positive way?

Rotary and its corporate leadership have been instrumental in 
nearly eradicating Polio over the decades, and very obviously we 
have many challenges both in our country and internationally. I 
plan to work with the 57 clubs in our district to determine what 
our focus needs to be in District 5890 in a way that positively 
impacts both children and adults.

District 5890 has 57 clubs. How will you get around to all of 
them?

“I will see every club over the course of my leadership. As im-
portantly, I hope to be involved in as many service projects and 
outreach events that each club does. I am starting to visit these 
clubs now, and over the next two years, prior to my year as dis-
trict governor. Several district governors have done multi-club 
meetings. One way or another, we will touch every club.”

There are always challenges during the 12 months of a 
Rotary year. During your year as club president, you led the 
club through the pandemic. Big challenges will come up. How 
will you communicate to your 57 clubs as challenges arise 
during your year as district governor?

“As with any leadership position, it is not solely dependent on 
me. We have built a team at the district level and a team network 
throughout the clubs on a regular basis. If something unique aris-
es, we will have a communication network in place and take a 
team approach to any eventuality that arises.

“The pandemic taught us that Rotary members across the world 
are resourceful and able to be flexible in light of unexpected cir-
cumstances.  More importantly, our responses to such situations 
illustrate the commitment of our Rotarians to maintain and sus-
tain the legacy of Rotary.”

Dr. Tom Kelchner will serve as Rotary District 5890 Governor 
in the Rotary year 2025-2026.

SEE TOM KELCHER  • PAGE 17
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281-427-8508 
3003 N. Main, Baytown

www.FranksCR.com
281-427-8508 

3003 N. Main, Baytown
www.FranksCR.com

ombs
ommercial

Investment Properties LLC

11302 Cedar Gully Road * Beach City, TX 77523

Cell (832) 573-9201
Office (832) 573-4567

Billy@CombsCommercial.com
www.CombsCommercial.com

Billy Combs, CCIM

Cather Insurance
Agency, LLC

Tel 281-421-7575 • Fax 281-421-7570
sonya@catherinsurance.com

230 W. Cedar Bayou Lynchburg Rd. 
Baytown, TX 77521

CATHER 
INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC

“On Your Side”

Service Above Self

Cherie Laughlin Melendez

Chris Warford, OD
Therapeutic Optometrist
Optometric Glaucoma Specialist
301 W. Texas Avenue
Baytown, TX 77520
(281)427-7374
www.tsobaytown.com
cwarford@tsobaytown.com

13550 Lakes Of Champions 
Mont Belvieu, TX 77523

(832) 905-1980
www.tsomontbelvieu.com

1014 S. 2nd Street
La Porte, TX  77571

mainproperties.com

Suzanne Gentry Heinrich
Realtor, Rotarian

Cell 281-610-8964
Off: 281-470-0655
suzanne.properties@gmail.com

Main 
Properties 
Real Estate

DAVID A. DASPIT
Chief Credit Officer

Regional Loan President
NMLS# 790676

o  (713) 629-2824  |  c  (409) 392-0975  |  f  (281) 420-9682

david.daspit@texasfirst.bank

Pam Warford
Vice President of Communications

301 W. Texas Avenue
Baytown, TX 77520
(281)427-7374
www.tsobaytown.com
pwarford@tsobaytown.com

13550 Lakes Of Champions 
Mont Belvieu, TX 77523

(832) 905-1980
www.tsomontbelvieu.com

Your Sealing Specialists
Seals • Packing • Gaskets 
Hose • Expansion Joints

Steve Daniele

Ph. 281-424-2574
www.sales@sealpac.com

6201 Bayway Drive
Baytown, TX 77520

Proud to Serve
as a Rotarian

www.sealpac.com

ALDERMAN

DOUGLAS WALKER

281.383.3180 Office
1.855.743.0559  Fax

12723 FM 2354
Beach City, Tx 77523

www.beachcitytx.uscity@beachcitytx.us

Proud member since 2001

CITY OF  BEACH CITY

Terry Sain

TOM KELCHNER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Do you have a specific project in mind as district governor?
“The district project will be approached from a team standpoint. 

That is going to depend on talking and listening to all our clubs, 
determining what our priorities are. We will determine the project 
on needs of the clubs and team input. The year 2025-2026 may 
look very different from our world now.”

Kelchner joined Rotary Sept. 8, 2010.
His participation and recognition have included:
• Shrimp & Catfish Festival Committee 2010 through present
• Scholarship Committee 2014 through 2016
• Rotarian of the Year 2016-2017
• Young Leaders / New Generations Chairperson 2016 through 
   2018
• Satellite Club Coordinator 2019- 2020
• Rotarian of the Year 2021-2022
• Rotary Club of Baytown Board Member (Membership/Public 

   Image) 2021 through present
• President-nominee, Rotary 
   Club of Baytown 2018-2019
• President-elect, Rotary Club 
   of Baytown 2019-2020
• President, Rotary Club of 
   Baytown 2020-2021
• District 5890 Assistant Governor 2021 (part term)
• District 5890 Assistant Governor 2022
• District 5890 Assistant Governor 2023
Kelchner will be the second Baytown Rotary Club member, in 

the history of the club, to serve as district governor.  
The first was the late George Gentry, former Goose Creek 

CISD Superintendent, and namesake of a Goose Creek CISD 
junior high school, who served 1977-1978.
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ROTARY CLUB

FIRST CLASS ENGINEERING RESOURCES SINCE 1980

GILBERT SANTANA
OWNER

300 W. Texas Ave Baytown, TX
www.BDIresources.com
281-427-1166

Supporting our
community’s civic clubs

Proud community partner!

Shawn Kuntz
Baytown Refinery Manager
 
ExxonMobil Baytown Area
5000 Bayway Drive
Baytown, TX 77521
 

Dr. Randal O’Brien
Superintendent

www.gccisd.net

Russell Ballard
CEO at 

Community Resource Credit Union

AL BUSCH, A.I.A.
PARTNER

Aaron Stryk
Public & Government Affairs
 
ExxonMobil Baytown Area
5000 Bayway Drive
Baytown, TX 77521
 

Proud community partner!

Larry Wilkey,
Agent
4406 N. Main
Baytown, TX
281-427-7471

www.larrywilkey.net

Pamela L. Medellin, M.D.
Board Certified in Medical Oncology

1025 Birdsong Dr, Suite C
Baytown, TX 77521

T: 281-427-7298 | F: 281-427-3785

Dean V. Hutto, 
D.D.S.

3800 N. Main
Baytown, TX 77521

Ph. # (281) 422-8248
Fax (281) 428-8084

E-mail: dean@drhutto.com
www.drhutto.com

FIRST CLASS ENGINEERING RESOURCES SINCE 1980

SHEILA CRAWFORD
CO-OWNER

300 W. Texas Ave Baytown, TX
www.BDIresources.com
281-427-1166

Rotary at a Glance
Rotary brings together a 

global network of volunteer 
leaders who dedicate their time 
and talent to tackle the world’s 
most pressing humanitarian 
challenges.

Rotary connects 1.2 million 
members from more than 200 
countries and geographical 
areas.

Their work impacts lives at 
both the local and international 
levels.

Service Above Self

Dr. Cindy Lipps
Archer Road Animal Hospital

The 2023 Rotary Club of Baytown Shrimp & Catfish Festival will be April 18 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Go Live, 6333 FM 3180. Meal 
tickets are $15 each. Raffle tickets (which include two meals) are $100 each and give a chance to win either a 2023 Toyota Camry SE or 
a 2023 Toyota Tacoma, co-provided by the Rotary Club of Baytown and Community Toyota-Honda-Kia-Cartopia. The live auction will 
be held at 12:30 p.m. There will be two serving lines this year, one for to-go and one for dine-in. www.baytownrotary.org



P.O. Box 818, Baytown, Texas 77522-0818
C: 281.794.4159
dfontenot@lee.edu  www.lee.edu

Daryl Fontenot
Regent
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Wismer Distributing
281-428-2337

Jim Ferris / Ann Wismer

4701 1-10 East • BAYTOWN • 281-839-7700
“Everything We Do Is Centered Around You”

www.mycommunitycar.com

The honorable

Pete Alfaro

Jennifer Muldrow
Agent

State Farm Insurance Companies
2400 N. Pruett

Baytown, TX. 77520-2663
Off: 281-427-7337
Fax: 281-427-7338
State Farm Insurance Companies  
Home Office: Bloomington, Illions

P.O. Box 818, Baytown, Texas 77522-0818
O: 281.425.6550   F: 281.425.5444
lvillanueva@lee.edu   www.lee.edu

Dr. Lynda Villanueva
President

Office of the President

Sandy Delmonico, Agent
Krisher-McKay Realtors

Cell: 713-498-7242
Sandy@krishermckay.com

1000 Massey Tompkins
Baytown, TX

Office: 281-427-5444

KRISHER-MCKAY INC. REALTORS
Past President

Thelma & Charles Priewe LaNelle McKay, Agent
Cell: 713-254-0163

mckay@krishermckay.com

Ready to Buy or Sell
Call LaNelle

1000 Massey Tompkins
Baytown, TX

Office: 281-427-5444

KRISHER-MCKAY INC. REALTORS

Rundell Hall, Suite 203
200 Lee Drive
Baytown, TX 77520
www.lee.edu/rd/
www.lee.edu/foundation/

Jennifer Garcia
Director of Major & Planned Gifts
Resource Development Department

office 281.425.6361
fax 281.425.6880
cell 903.880.8580

jegarcia@lee.edu

Mayor Mayor 
Capetillo Capetillo 
salutes salutes 
RotaryRotaryBrandon 

Capetillo

Kendall David
Director of  Marketing
www.gccisd.net

Paul Harris, a Chicago attorney, 
formed Rotary in February 1905, one of 
the world’s first service organizations. 
The civic club was created specifically 
to give professionals with diverse 
backgrounds a place to exchange ideas 
and to build lifelong friendships. Today, 
there are 35,000+ clubs across the 
globe. Each has a shared vision of seeing 
a world where people unite and take 
action to create lasting change. Being 
a Rotarian means that you are welcome 
around the world.

The Rotary Club of Baytown meets 
weekly and hosts one major fundraising 
event, the Shrimp & Catfish Festival. The 
Club supports the community through 
the distribution of the funds raised at 
the festival and by providing service that 

improves the community.
The members’ review all funding 

decisions to be sure they fit the Club’s 
goals to support the next generation 
of community leaders, vulnerable 
populations, as well as health and safety. 

This year more than $125,000 is being 
distributed. Recipients include local 
human service agencies and students, 
nationally, funds supported recovery from 
tornadoes that devastated communities 
across several states and internationally 
funds were given in support of an eye 
clinic in Mexico, as well as continuing 
the fight to eliminate polio, and providing 
medical supplies to Ukraine. The Club’s 
service projects include participation in 
the City of Baytown’s Adopt A Spot and 

building a wheelchair accessible gazebo 
at the Bay Area Rehabilitation Center on 
Decker Drive.

Club members are dedicated people 
who share a passion for both community 
service and friendship. Becoming a 
Rotarian connects you with a diverse 
group of professionals who share your 
drive to give back.

The club accepts new members by 
invitation.

You can follow them on Facebook 
at facebook.com/BaytownRotaryClub 
for the latest updates on the weekly 
meetings and upcoming Shrimp & 
Catfish Festival, to be held April 22 at Go 
Live in Mont Belvieu.



 

President
Carol Badillo

President Elect
Stephanie Fitzgerald

Vice President
Celia Johnson

Treasurer
Allene DonCarlos

Corresponding Secretary
Cindy Nettles 

Recording Secretary
Terry Presley

Directors
Helen Gerlich,

Carolyn Parrish, 
Susan Pitts, Judy Wheat

PILOT CLUB
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2022-2023
Executive Board

of Directors 

For information about Pilot Club
or for joining Pilot as a volunteer,

call 281-424-7838
Like their Facebook page

Visit the local Pilot website:
www.pilotclubofbaytown.org

Texas District website:
www.pitexasdistrict.org

Pilot International website:
www.pilotinternational.org

P. O. Box 8408, Baytown, TX 77522

Allene DonCarlos
Retail Delivery Assistant

crcu.org/PowerofCommunity
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An Ameriprise Financial franchise 

Private Wealth Advisor 

AR Insurance #3230171 

A private wealth advisory practice of
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC 
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Text Kelly Butler

The Pilot Club of Baytown, Inc. a non-profit service organization of about 50 members, with a goal for service to the 
community. Pilot Club of Baytown, chartered in 1949, is a Texas district club of Pilot International (PI), a worldwide service 
organization. PI was founded in Macon, Georgia, in 1921. Riverboat Pilots of the early 1900s are the inspiration for the name, 
as these pilots were admired for their ability to steer a “true course” through challenging conditions and obstacles.

The 2022 Pilot “Boots & Bling” Yellow Rose Gala with R. D Burnside’s generosity was held at Burnside’s Fabulous Party 
Barn and was an awesome fundraiser with 200 guests in attendance. Proceeds go back into community projects.

The 2023 Pilot “Come Together” Yellow Rose Gala is scheduled for April 18, 2023, at Hilton Garden Inn. Seth Duty, Singer 
& Musician will entertain.  Joanna Horton, Winnsboro Pilot Club and President of Texas Traumatic Brain Camps will speak. Live 
& Silent Auction, Friendships, and 3 Hours of Photo Booth fun! Sponsorships and dinner tickets are available from any Pilot.

Pilot Clubs around the world “DO MORE, CARE MORE, BE MORE” for those in need. Pilots continue with a primary focus 
on brain health and safety with projects as Alzheimer’s, dementia, and traumatic brain injuries. Using puppets, Pilots also 
teach brain protection to children and the elderly through Pilot Brainminders® Programs. 

The Annual Walk to End Alzheimer’s has been organized by Pilot Club of Baytown for many years. Walk is supported by 
sponsors, local vendors, Evening Pilot Club, West Chambers County Pilots, San Jacinto Pilots, and hundreds of community 
members.  It is a satellite walk for the Houston Alzheimer’s Association.

Educational programs are important to Pilots with awards over $15,000 toward student scholarships each year. Pilots 
support and participate in many projects important to the community… 

IMPACT Early College High School Anchor Club chartered 2018 sponsored by the Pilot Club just returned from Anchor 
District of Texas convention receiving many 1st place annual awards: Elizabeth Al-Omairi won Anchor Advisor, Natalie Martinez 
won the Senior Scholarship, Club won Brain Related Disorder Project award, Yearbook award. Anchor Club is a youth service 
organization, with clubs around the world giving back to serve their communities.

“When Sean Speaks, Inc.” - Sean, unable to walk or talk, gives personal experiences to students of possible results of 
drinking and driving – talking with the voice of his computer. Pilots schedule programs in high schools to teach students about 
consequences of drinking and driving with Sean Carter. Plans are underway to bring Sean to Baytown schools soon to speak 
to high school students about drinking and driving.

Texas Pilot Clubs across the State and around the world work together and in their communities. Friendships have 
strengthened over the years by participating in many challenging projects. The Baytown Club sponsored numerous Texas 
Pilot clubs still active – San Jacinto Pilot Club, Evening Baytown Pilot Club, West Chambers County Pilot Club and Pilot Club 
of Odessa. 

Pilot Club of Baytown 
Delivers over 30 
Valentine Pick Me Up 
Gifts to Swan Manor 
Assisted Living. Pilots 
Do More, Care More, 
Be More!

Proud member of the Pilot Club of 
Baytown for over 17 years
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2022-23 Executive Board of Directors were installed by Lt. Gov. Joanne Patterson.  Pictured, from left, Joanne Patterson, Carol Badillo, Celia Johnson, Terry Presley, 
Allene Don Carlos, Susan Pits, Helen Gerlich, Carolyn Parrish, Cindy Nettles, Judy Wheat and Stephanie Fitzgerald.

Pilot Club of Baytown Donates to Bay 
Area Homeless Services on Behalf of R.D. 
Burnside.

Pilot Club of Baytown has organized the Annual Walk to End Alzheimer’s for many years. The 2023 Walk is scheduled for 
October 7, 2023. Donations are accepted at any time http://act.alz.org/baytown.

Pilots Donate $1,000 to Houston Methodist 
Stroke Education Program.

2022 Walk 
to End 
Alzheimers 
organized 
by Pilot Club 
Reports 
Rotary Club 
of Baytown 
Team 
“Knocks our 
Sox off” with 
Over $4,800 
Donations.



22  The Baytown Sun Thursday, March 9, 2023Community Leadership

WCC PILOT CLUB
2022-2023 OFFICERS

President
Tonya Keller
President-Elect

Jan Jones
Recording Secretary
Linda Gilmore

Interim Corresponding Secretary
Deana Fojt

Treasurer
Diana Jackson

Directors
Angela Fackler, Karrell 

Hargrave, Linda Polk and 
Wynona Montgomery

Coordinators
Judy Duncan, Betty Dutton The West Chambers Count Pilot Club members were decked out at their last Gala Fundraiser. 

One of their recent projects is a donation for the Growing Station at the Chambers County Children’s Museum. 

West Chambers County Pilot Club, Inc. will hold its 
annual fundraising Gala on Saturday, April 1 from 6 to 
10 p.m.. at Barbers Hill High School, Mont Belvieu. 
The theme of this year’s Gala is “Flamingle on the Hill.” 
There will be dinner and live and silent auctions. A draw-
ing with the 1st prize of $1000 and 2nd prize of $500 will 

be held. Tickets are $5 each. Dinner tickets are $10 each.
For more information contact WCC Pilot Club at P.O. 

Box 1032, Mont Belvieu 77580, email wccpilotclub@
gmail.com or Linda Gilmore at rayegil2@yahoo.com. To 
purchase tickets, contact any WCC Pilot Club member or 
call Treasurer Diana Jackson at 505-220-7499.

WCC Pilot Club Director Linda Polk, “Flamingle on the Hill” 
Gala Silver Sponsor Chambers County Commissioner 
Tommy Hammond and WCC Pilot Club Secretary Linda 
Gilmore

WCC Pilot Club Secretary Linda Gilmore 
with  scrollsaw artist Steve Wavro who do-
nated this Intarsia Wine cork item for the 
“Flamingle on the Hill Gala.”

WCC Pilot Club “Flamingle on the Hill” Gala April 1

WCC Pilot Club Director Linda 
Polk and “Flamingle on the Hill” 
Gala Silver Sponsor Lisa Dagle 
Bean

“Flamingle on the Hill” Gala Bronze 
Sponsor Chambers County Consta-
ble Pct. 4 Ben “Butch” Bean, Jr.  and 
WCC  Pilot Club Director Linda Polk



Brenda Weinberger
Chief Operations Officer

EVENING PILOT CLUB 
OF BAYTOWN

Pilot’s Primary Focus:
Brain-related Disorders & Disabilities

and Brain Safety & Health
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The purpose of Pilot’s service focus 
is to promote awareness of brain-related 
disorders and to improve the lives of those 
affected -- through education, prevention 
programs, volunteer activities, financial 
support and research.

Six general categories of brain disorders are:

• Traumatic Brain Injuries (TBI): Head  
injuries caused by accidents.
• Developmentally Disabled: Congenital 
brain disorders such as learning disabilities 
and mental retardation.
• Chemical Dependency: Alcohol and 
drug-related illnesses, including Fetal  
Alcohol Syndrome, and infants born with 
an addition to drugs.
• Diseases which cause dementia (loss 
of intellectual functions): Alzheimer’s 
Disease, Multi-Infarct Dementia,  
Parkinson’s Disease, Huntington’s Disease, 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease, Pick’s Disease, 
Normal Pressure Hydrocephalus. 

• Mental and Emotional Disorders: 
Schizophrenia, chronic depression, and 
mental illnesses.
• Other Brain Disorders: Brain tumors, 
neuromuscular diseases, strokes, and  
disorders caused by over medication.

The Evening Pilot 
Club of Baytown 
2022-2023 officers 
are, from left: 
Anita Westermann, 
director; Barbara 
Carpenter, 
director; Liz Webb, 
director; Monic 
Pelc (for Becky 
Taylor, not shown), 
treasurer;  Joyce 
Cox, secretary; 
Marcie Hill, 
president-elect 
and President Jan 
Bracey.

We invite you to the 
TRUCKING ACROSS TEXAS GALA

Saturday, March 25, 2023
Monument Inn

4406 Independence Parkway South
La Porte 77521

Entertainment:  David Glenn
6:00 p.m. Social, 6:30 p.m. Dinner

8:00 p.m. Live Auction
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KIWANIS CLUB
DIRECTORS
& OFFICERS 

Supporting the 
community through:

• Scholarships for graduating seniors
• Sponsorship of Robert E. Lee High School 
   Key Club
• Sponsorship of Ross S. Sterling High 
   School Key Club
• Sponsorship of Goose Creek Memorial 
   High School Key Club
• Sponsorship of Baytown Christian 
   Academy Key Club
• Sponsorship of the Barbers Hill High 
   School Key Club
• Partner in Education Alamo Elementary
• Baytown Habitat for Humanity
• Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 922
• Emma’s Hugs
• Children’s Diabetes Foundation
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The Kiwanis Club of Baytown boasts a membership of
over 60 members and has a substantial presence

in the community of Baytown.  

The Kiwanis Club of Baytown embraces
the Kiwanis mission of 

“Changing the World One Child and 
One Community At A Time.” 

The motto of Kiwanis is 

“Serving the Children of the World.” 

They fulfill their mission and club motto through the sponsorship of five 
high school Key Clubs and one elementary K-Kids Club.

They are also the partner of Alamo Elementary through the
Baytown Chamber of Commerce Partners in Education program,

having won the title of Partner of the Year twice in the past 10 years. 

They also support their mission through community service,
fund raising, membership, spiritual development

and other sponsored youth activities.

BaytownKiwanis.com

Connie G. Tilton
Public & Government Affairs
 
ExxonMobil Baytown Area
5000 Bayway Drive
Baytown, TX 77521
 

Proud community partner!

4701 1-10 East • BAYTOWN • 281-839-7700
“Everything We Do Is Centered Around You”

www.mycommunitycar.com

Lorin Hilyard
Executive Director,

Baytown Habitat for Humanity

3900 N. Main
Baytown, TX 77521

281-427-0866 O
832-457-6519 M

Lorin.hilyard@baytownhabitat.org
www.baytownhabitat.org

Peggy Loggins
Retired GCCISD Librarian

Proud to Serve

The Baytown Sun
Your Local Newspaper & Chambers County Weekly

Matt Hollis
Assistant Managing Editor

1301 Memorial Dr.  Cell:    832-472-3513
Baytown, Texas 77520  Office: 281-425-8025
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com Main:  281-422-8302

WWW.BAYTOWNSUN.COM

Kiwanis Club
of Baytown

BaytownKiwanis.com

Proud Partners in Education with 
Alamo Elementary School

Proud Partners in Education 
with 

Alamo Elementary School

President
Traci Dillard
President Elect                         

Martha Barnett
Vice President                          
Leia Miller

Secretary                                 
Renee Rhodes

Assistant Secretary
 Al Richard

Treasurer                                 
Chad Merling

Assistant Treasurer                  
Dave Jirrels
Past President                          

Tina Martinez

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Gary Englert
Brent Currie
Blake Cather
Mike Wilson
Ian Gillespie

Marissa Moreno
Harvey Oyler
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Compliments of 
Al Richard
Texas-Oklahoma

District Secretary 2021-23

Kiwanis Club of Baytown
Member 2000-2023

Officer 2008-19, 2021-23

SOLD

Gary S Englert
Executive Vice President
Market President

D I R E C T    281.691.9151
M O B I L E    713.805.9100
F A X   281.421.9592

E M A I L   Gary.Englert@stellar.bank

Baytown
5700 Garth Road
Baytown, TX 77521 S T E L L A R . B A N K

TM
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LIONS CLUB
2022-2023

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
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Kathy Jaeger
Baytown Lions Club

281-684-6977

Harvey & Ann
Oyler

Baytown Lions Club

Randy Casey,
Agent
4406 N. Main
Baytown, TX
281-421-2244

www.randycase.net

Wally Vosloh
Baytown Lions Club

Immediate
Past President

P.E. “Peck” Meier
Baytown Lions Club

Travis J Gaynor 
Financial Advisor
11340 Eagle Dr. Suite 1
Mont Belvieu, Tx 77523
281-421-1791
www.edwardjones.com

travis.gaynor@edwardjones.com

AAMS® CRPC®

Dwayne Litteer
Baytown Lions Club

LaNelle McKay, Agent
Cell: 713-254-0163

mckay@krishermckay.com

Ready to Buy or Sell
Call LaNelle

1000 Massey Tompkins
Baytown, TX

KRISHER-MCKAY INC. REALTORS

6526 E. Wallisville Road
Baytown, TX 77521
lendellkeenetx@gmail.com

LENDELL KEENE
Phone: 281-421-4044

Cell: 281-615-4055

INDUSTRIAL SURPLUS
SPECIALIZING IN LUBE OIL PUMPS

President: Dr. Anthony Price
1st Vice President: Harvey Oyler
2nd Vice President: Roy Price
3rd Vice President: Jackland McDowell
Secretary: Carol Leskovjan
Treasurer: Beth Thompson
Tail Twisters: Randy Casey, Pete 
Cote, Vaughn Davidson, Travis Gaynor, 
Lendell Keene, Joe Wilson
Lion Tamer & Membership: Garry Nelson
Service Chair: Sarah Baldwin
Past President: Wally Vosloh

DIRECTORS
1 Year Term:  Kathy Anderson
1 Year Term:  Garry Nelson
2 Year Term:  Kathy Jaeger
2 Year Term:  Sarah Baldwin

Continuous service since 1928
The Tri-Cities Lions Club, now known as 

Baytown Lions Club since the consolidation 
of the three cities (Goose Creek, Baytown 
& Pelly) was organized on September 28, 
1928 in a meeting at the old Grace Methodist 
Church. The new Club was sponsored by 
the Houston Central Club. W.R. Smith, later 
Superintendent of Schools, was named 
the Club’s first President. E.W. Bruce, then 
Principal of Anson Jones School, was 
named Secretary-Treasurer. The Charter was 
presented to the Club at a dinner meeting 
at the Humble Dormitory on October 23, 
1928. Forty-six men were listed as charger 
members.

The Baytown Lions Club began its civic 
work by helping with the annual Red Cross 
Roll Call in January of 1929. Since then, the 
Club has been among the leaders in every 
drive to improve the community and help the 
unfortunate and handicapped.

The Baytown Lions Club has also been 
very active in advancing the cause of Lionism 
in this area and has sponsored 16 new Lions 
Clubs.

Our Mission
The Baytown Lions Club is dedicated to 

serving the less fortunate in our community 
through charitable programs focused 
primarily on the youth in the Baytown area.

They are committed to providing free eye 
examinations and prescription eyeglasses to 
elementary school children from families that 
otherwise could not afford this care.  They 
have partnered with the local school districts 
school nurses to identify children needing 
these services.

They are committed to providing 
scholarships to graduating seniors in the 
local high schools each year, who are in need 
of financial help to attend college.

They are committed to sponsoring 
children with disabilities to attend summer 
camp at the Texas Lions Camp in Kerrville. 

They are committed to providing financial 
support for Texas Lions Camp through a 
portion of our membership dues and the 
purchase of lifetime memberships in honor 
or memory of our members. 

They support many other local and 
international charitable programs that are 
in keeping with the Lions Club International 
mission.

Flags Across America
Baytown Lions Club is currently displaying 

800+ American flags across Baytown. 
Approximately 16 Lions are actively involved 
with the flag program each “flag” holiday 
period. To volunteer for this service project, 
contact Lion Beth Thompson at 281-731-7679.

Interested in becoming a Lion
Contact Lion Garry Nelson, 
Membership Chair at 
ngarry7991@aol.com



OF BAYTOWN
Thursday, March 9, 2023 The Baytown Sun   27Community Leadership

DICK
DAWSON

ATTORNEY AT LAW
Board Certified-Estate Planning & Probate Law

Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Serving Greater Baytown for 48 years
501 Ward Road
Baytown, Tx 77520

Office (281) 427-1747
dickdawson@earthlink.net

www.dickdawsonattorney.com

“To Comfort Always”

Kathy Anderson
Community Liaison
2020 Baytown Sun

Readers Choice Award Winner
Best Hospice Care

2015 DADS Survey
No Deficiencies

281-422-0414 281-422-9605 Fax

Faith Community Hospice LLC

Since 1965
1302 North Pruett Street • Baytown, TX 77520
Phone: 281.422.2222 • Fax: 281.4271224

Email: gibsonprinting@verizon.net

The Baytown Sun
Your Daily Newspaper & Chambers County Weekly

Jackland
Berry-McDowell
Advertising Manager

1301 Memorial Drive, Baytown
jackie.mcdowell@baytownsun.com

Direct: 832-806-6310
Cell: 936-414-5622

Brenda Weinberger
Chief Operations Officer

Beth Thompson
Treasurer

Carol Leskovjan
Baytown Lions Club

Secretary

Lions Club International 

The world’s largest service club organiza-
tion, Lions Clubs International has 1.4+ mil-
lion members in more than 48,000 clubs, in 

approximately 210 countries and geograph-
ical areas. Lions are men and women who 
volunteer their time to humanitarian causes. 
Founded in 1917, our motto is “We Serve”. 
Lions Club International’s five global focus-

es are: Hunger, Diabetes, Vision, Childhood 
Cancer and the Environment.Lions Clubs In-
ternational is dedicated to helping those less 
fortunate in their communities and around the 
world. Cutting across all national, racial and 
cultural boundaries, activities have included 
sight conservation and work with the visually 
impaired, youth programs including drug ed-
ucation and prevention, volunteer programs, 
diabetes detection and research and work for 
international cooperation and understanding.

Texas Lions Camp 
Texas Lions Camp is a residential camping 

facility for children with physical disabilities, 
type 1 diabetes and cancer. The Camp is lo-
cated on over 500 acres in the beautiful Tex-

as Hill Country, and is designed to introduce 
the “Can Do” philosophy to children dealing 
with special medical conditions.

Children with special needs from all over 
the State of Texas are invited to attend camp 
during one of 9 weeks, which we hope will 
become one of their life-long childhood 
memories. It is a week designed for fun, ex-
ploration and challenge.

Texas Lions Camp Mission - The prima-
ry purpose of the Camp is to provide, without 
charge, a camp for physically disabled, hear-
ing/vision impaired, and diabetic children from 
the State of Texas, regardless of race, religion, 
or national origin. Our goal is to provide an at-
mosphere wherein campers will learn the “Can 
Do” philosophy and be allowed to achieve 
maximum personal growth and self-esteem.

The Texas Lions Camp is recognized as a 
non-profit corporation, under section 501 (c) 
(3) of the Internal Revenue Service Code. The 
Camp is accredited by the American Camping 
Association and is licensed by the Texas De-
partment of Health.

Texas Lions Camp History - The Tex-
as Lions Camp was chartered in 1949 in 
response to the terrible polio epidemic 
that forever changed the lives of so many 
Texas children. Since that time, the Texas 
Lions Camp has dynamically changed to 
include children who have all manner and 
types of physical disabilities, diabetes 
and cancer.

Weekly Meetings:
VFW Hall, Post 912
8204 N. Main St., 

Baytown, TX
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Hutchison & Associates
Engineers • Land Planners 

Surveyors • Designers

1209 Decker Dr., Ste. 100
Baytown, TX 77520
P: 281.422.8213
F: 281.420.2717

jerry@bhainc.com
www.BHAINC.com

1209 Decker Dr. Suite 100
Baytown, Texas 77520

Jerry I. Gainer, 
P.E., R.P.L.S., C.F.M.

President



Community Leadership

OPTIMIST CLUB OF BAYTOWN
The Optimist movement began when the Optimist Club of Indianapolis, IN was formed in May 1916.  

A total of 11 clubs held a convention in Louisville, KY and formed Optimist International on June 19, 1919.  
The Baytown Optimist Club was chartered in April 1954.

OFFICERS 
& 

DIRECTORS

PAST
DISTRICT 

GOVERNORS

1976-1977 
Lester M. Alford

1977-1978 
Allen Johnson - 

Distinguished Governor
1998-1999 

Billy Higginbothum
2001-2002

Vernon Hayes
2003-2004
Stan White

PAST INTL. VICE 
PRESIDENT

1981-1982
Allen Johnson

OVER 30 YEARS’ 
SERVICE

Pi-Yi Mayo
Stan White

The Optimist’s Creed
Promise yourself

To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind.

To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet.

To make all your friends feel that there is something in them.

To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true.

To think only of the best, to work only for the best and to expect only the best.

To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own.

To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future.

To wear a cheerful countenance at all times
and  give every living creature you meet a smile.

To give so much time to the improvement of yourself
that you have no time to criticize others.

To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear
 and too happy to permit the presence of trouble.

Optimist Projects “Friends of Youth”
Youth Football

Christmas Party with the Lions Club
Welcome Stranger Program

Thanksgiving Feed
Working with Habitat for Humanity

Helping with Poinsettia Sales

International Junior Golf Championships
Working with students from Mary Institute 
& St. Louis Country Day School on Spring 

Break
Working with Keep Baytown Beautiful

Oratorical Essay Contest

Trash Off
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President
Jose Peña

Past President
Sherry White

Secretary
Sherry White

Treasurer
Stan White

Vice Presidents
Kathy Anderson

Directors - Two years
Pi-Yi Mayo

John Crawford

Directors - One year
Kathryn Seanger
Gary Anderson

DEDICATED
Optimist Members

SHERRY WHITE & STAN WHITE
MEMBER SINCE -1992

Past President
First Lady President of Club
Past SETX District Chairman

MEMBER SINCE -1984
Past President

Past SETX District Chairman
Past SETX Lt. Governor

Past SETX Governor

“To Comfort Always”

Kathy Anderson
Community Liaison
2020 Baytown Sun

Readers Choice Award Winner
Best Hospice Care

2015 DADS Survey
No Deficiencies

281-422-0414 281-422-9605 Fax

Faith Community Hospice LLC



THIS ORGANIZATION AND ITS ACTIVITIES ARE NOT RELATED TO, OR SPONSORED   
BY, G.C.C.I.S.D OR B.H.I.S.D   
Baytownoptimistfootball@gmail.com  |  281-422-2996  Please leave a message on the recorder.     
Football Coordinator Stan White 281-628-6829

OPTIMIST CLUB OF BAYTOWN
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 2023 BAYTOWN OPTIMIST
 YOUTH FOOTBALL LEAGUE

AGES: *7-8-9-10-11-12

All games played at R.E.L. Memorial Stadium
    Super Bowl played at Stallworth Stadium

•  TEAMS WILL BE 20 PLAYERS PER TEAM
•  PLAYERS WILL BE PLACED ON TEAMS BY AGE 

REQUIREMENTS FOR REGISTRATION:
•  BIRTH CERTIFICATES REQUIRED FOR ALL PLAYERS
•  PROOF OF RESIDENCY (TDL OR UTILITY BILL)
•  ALL PLAYERS MUST SIGN UP IN PERSON AT THE OPTIMIST CLUB ON THE ABOVE DATES
•  ALL PLAYERS MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A PARENT OR GUARDIAN
•  NO PHONE REGISTRATIONS
•  NO LATE SIGN UPS

•  AGE AS OF SEPTEMBER 1ST

•  NO REGISTRATION FEE FOR CHEERLEADERS                                                                                                         

•  LOCAL COVID PROCEDURES WILL BE ENFORCED

SHERRY & STAN WHITE

Serving the Baytown Area Since 1983

610 William Avenue
Phone/Fax: 281-422-6968

Baytown, Texas 77520

BAYTOWN
TROPHY-N-ENGRAVING

Since 1965
1302 North Pruett Street • Baytown, TX 77520
Phone: 281.422.2222 • Fax: 281.4271224

Email: gibsonprinting@verizon.net

Jose Pena

Kathryn Saenger
Past Club President

Proudly serving the 
Optimist Club of 

Baytown

2114 Massey Tompkins Rd
Baytown, Texas 77521
Office: (281) 421-5774

www.mayopoland.com



Top Ladies of Distinction, Inc. is 
a national non-profit organization 
composed of over 3,000 distinguished 
women who are interested in the well-
being of all individuals, youth and adults, 
and in the preservation of values of 
significant to wholesome living. The 
Baytown Chapter of Top Ladies of 
Distinction, Inc.’s current membership 
is 16 ladies and Top Teens of America 
membership is 15 and we plan to induct 
11 new Top Teens in March.

Our five programmatic thrusts and 
support of national and local programs 
provide the focus of our community 
service agenda. Through our efforts, we 
hope to make the world in which we live a 
better place.

TOP TEENS OF AMERICA
The Top Teens of America organization 

falls under the umbrella of Top Ladies of 
Distinction, Inc. Top Teens of America 
is a national service organization 
comprised of young men and ladies, 
ages 13-18, dedicated to fostering social 
development, developing leadership, 
increasing academic excellence and 
enhancing the community through 
service. 

Activities this year include:
• Status of Women Project: Partners 

with Bridge Over Troubled Water, an 
organization focused on offering support 
and providing safety and preventing 
domestic and sexual violence, to 
delivering clothing and personal hygiene 

items for women.
• UNCF: Thanks in large part 

to a generous donation from Mt. 
Rose MBC, TLOD and TTA have 
been able to collect over $700, so 
far, for the UNCF 2023 campaign.

• American Heart Association 
(in February): Wear Red Day and 
promote awareness of living heart 
healthy, as well as supporting 
with contributions.

• Annual Area One Conference 
in Dallas: Leadership training for 
Top Ladies and Top Teens

• Sickle Cell Awareness Month: Gave a 
public service announcement on KWWJ 
radio to raise awareness on sickle cell 
disease.

Please visit our website at tlodinc.
org   If there is an interest in membership, 
please contact Lady Chanthania 
Roberson at 409-277-2322.
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LLaaddyy  SSaauunnddrraa  DDaavviiss 
TOP TEENS ADVISOR – BAYTOWN CHAPTER 

 

TOP LADIES OF DISTINCTION, INCORPORATED ® 
 

PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 7215 Kings Drive --  Baytown, Texas 
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 2173 – Baytown, TX 77522 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS: 
(281) 426-3071 (home office) . . . 713.380.1643 (cell) 

E-Mail Address tta.baytowntlod@gmail.com 
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TOP TEENS ADVISOR – BAYTOWN CHAPTER 

 

TOP LADIES OF DISTINCTION, INCORPORATED ® 
 

PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 7215 Kings Drive --  Baytown, Texas 
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 2173 – Baytown, TX 77522 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS: 
(281) 426-3071 (home office) . . . 713.380.1643 (cell) 

E-Mail Address tta.baytowntlod@gmail.com 

 

TOP LADIES OF 
DISTINCTION

tlodinc.org
LOCAL 

OFFICERS 
2022-2023

President
Lady Lakesha Harris 

Holmes

First Vice President
Lady Bertha Harris

Second Vice President
Lady Judy Hunter

Recording Secretary
 Lady Chanthena 

Roberson

Treasurer
Lady Dena Taylor

Financial Secretary
Lady Susan Moore-

Fontenot

TTA Advisor
Lady Saundra Davis 

Chaplain
Lady Cheryl Cole 

Sargeant at Arms
Dovie Williams

Parliamentarian
Karen Motley

From left, Chanthania Robertson, Cynthia Guillory, Lakesha Holmes, Cole Davis, Ava 
Claire Hayes, Courtney Doucet, Trinity Daniels, Myles Reimonenq, Dena Taylor, Mary 
Sims, Olivia Greene, Joshua Taylor and Bertha Harris

Baytown Sun photo by Carol SkewesKWWJ Sickle Cell Public Service 
Announcement

The Law Office of
Lakesha D. Holmes, PLLC

713-928-0677
lakesha.holmes@thebaytownlawyer.com

www.thebaytownlawyer.com
400 W. Texas Ave., Suite 101, Baytown



Baytown Area’s First Locally Owned and Operated Hospice
281-422-0414 • 4721 Garth Road, Suite H • Baytown, TX 77521

www.faithcommunityhospice.com

Faith Community Hospice LLCFaith Community Hospice LLC

Owners:Owners: Cindy  Cindy 
Patterson & Carol Patterson & Carol 
MendelovitzMendelovitz
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631 VOLUNTEER 
HOURS IN 2022

$135,983
DONATED & INVESTED IN OUR 
COMMUNITIES IN 2022

SCHOOL DISTRICTS
PROVIDED WITH        
FINANCIAL 
EDUCATION

6+ 

CRCU.ORG/PowerofCommunity

Where business 
leaders are grown

Your Baytown Chamber of Commerce is the catalyst through which the enlightened 
self-interests of ALL business groups are welded together to work for the common 
interest of the total community.  Actually, there is only ONE BASIC REASON for the 
Chamber of Commerce to exist: To do whatever is necessary to keep the economic 
conditions in the Baytown area such that people will be willing to risk their time, tal-
ent and money in the hope of making a profit here.  We are lucky to have a business 
community that comes together and supports a strong Chamber of Commerce.  The 
members of the Chamber are here for the right reasons – to make Baytown a better 
place to live, work and raise a family and to ensure a strong business climate.  We are 
lucky to have leadership in our community – those individuals that make things happen.  
Those individuals are community volunteers, and they are the true HEROES that spend 
their time working with city government, the hospital, the school district, the Chamber 
of Commerce and so much more.  Volunteers are what makes our community great.  

Your Baytown Chamber of Commerce is also the place where volunteers begin their 
path to Community Leadership.  The Board of Directors is made up of business leaders 
from large to small business owners/managers.  Many of the previous Mayors, Council-
men, County Commissioners, School District Board of Trustees and College Board of 
Regents have served on the Board and some continue to serve today.  It is through this 
effort that the Leaders can make the right decisions for our community!

Your Baytown Chamber of Commerce is also the place to plant the seeds for future 
leaders.  Your Baytown Chamber of Commerce has a Young Professionals Council that 
is learning from those current e leaders of our community and who have been success-
ful leaders.  Their programs range from Federal, State, County and Local Government 
to Industry, Education, Hospital and more.  They are discovering what leadership is 
from the ground up.  If you are 40 or under and want more information about the Young 
Professional Council – give them a call.

Your Baytown Chamber of Commerce also believes that beginning from high school, 
our future leaders are just starting to discover their path.  Our graduating class each 
year will need additional support to make their way through college and into their future 
careers and eventually into community leadership.  Thus, the reason Your Baytown 
Chamber of Commerce sponsors $14,000 in scholarships each year to invest into our 
community’s future leaders.

The Partners In Education (PIE) program is yet another example of leadership in our 
community.  The PIE program brings business people into the classrooms of all our 
students to assist them with experiments, STEM, interviewing skills and financial skills.  
These businesses donate their time & resources to further the educational process of 
students, for future leadership.

To learn more about Leadership and the Baytown Chamber of Commerce, visit our 
website at baytownchamber.com or stop by the new office at 825 Rollingbrook Dr.  

We look forward to discussing leadership with you!



@ExxonMobilBTA

linkedin.com/showcase/ExxonMobilBTA

facebook.com/ExxonMobilBTA/

@ExxonMobilBTA
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