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Stephen Jeansonne of Humble Signs hangs a new sign for Stellar Bank, the new name for CommunityBank of Texas,
at the location on Garth Road. A merger between CommunityBank of Texas and Allegiance Bank will be finalized
Feb. 21, at which time 60 locations in Dallas, Houston and Southeast Texas will unite under the new name. See page 7.
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Brunson Entrepreneur Center: 
Educating folks about business

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The Brunson Theater once showed 
movies to delighted audiences 
who gathered on Texas Avenue for 
an evening of entertainment and 
pleasure. 

Those days passed, and eventually, 
the decaying Brunson became a 
shadow of its former self. However, 
in 2017, the city began efforts to bring 
life back into the Brunson. Money was 
set aside to refurbish the old theater. 
After showing its last movie in 1983, 
the Brunson reopened in 2019. The 
historic theater began a new chapter 
of existence as a business incubator, 
giving entrepreneurs affordable 
office space, along with advice and 
support, to bring new businesses to 
the community. The city’s Tourism 
Development Office also found 
space within the renovated Brunson.

Since its reopening, the Brunson 
has served as a place where business 
owners can get a foothold toward 
success. 

Baytown’s Public Affairs Director 
Thomas Reeves said five of the 10 
desks are currently occupied. 

“That’s 50% capacity,” Reeves 
said. “Some will say that’s 
successful, and some will say that 
there’s a lot of room for growth. So, 
if anybody is using that space, we 
find it successful.”

In addition to the 10 desks, which 
have a computer station and barriers 
for privacy, there are three offices 
for the tourism staff, a conference 
room in the middle, a kitchen, a copy 
room,and a supply closet.

Reeves added that the Brunson 
Entrepreneur Center is divided into 
three areas, the lobby and office, 
the business incubator spaces and 
conference room, plus a third area in 
the back yet to be developed. 

There are five renters as of mid-
February, Reeves said. 

The business incubator portion 
of the Brunson, referred to as the 
Brunson Entrepreneur Center, 
received a boost in August 2021 
when the Greater Houston Women’s 

Chamber of Commerce opened a 
satellite office there, according to 
Reeves. 

“They have monthly ‘training’ 
there,” Reeves said. “They bring in 
a speaker and they’ll train whoever 
wants to come about how to market 
your new business, how to finance 
your new business. So, there is 
training available.”

Reeves said the training only 
sometimes happens at the Brunson, 
because they have to get other 
facilities to house guests due to the 
limitations on how many can enter 
the Brunson Center. In addition, 
Reeves said space at the Brunson 
has been offered to Lee College and 
Goose Creek CISD. 

Reeves said the city started out 
intending to create a business 
incubator space at the Brunson. Aside 
from signing the Greater Houston 
Women’s Chamber of Commerce 
to set up shop there, they have also 
helped businesses grow, such as the 
Dirty Daiquiri, which now resides at 
Garth Road and Park Street.

“That is probably one of the most 
successful stories that we’ve had out 
of it,” Reeves said. “They started 
their business there and have since 
moved out because they no longer 
need the space. Other tenants are still 
just starting out. They rent a desk 
from us month-to-month. The idea 
is that we give them the conference 
room, we give them the desk space, 
the cubicle space, and we give them 
a phone. We give them a coffee 
machine and a printer. And coffee. 
And, of course, the internet.”

Reeves said there is Wi-Fi available 
at the Brunson, but it is minimal. 

“It’s not a ton. But then again, 
we’re not charging a ton,” He said. 
“So, it’s really just meant to be a 
shared workspace for folks that need 
an office to kind of test whether or not 
their new business is going to work 
out.”

Since the Houston Women’s 
Chamber of Commerce is a non-
profit organization, Reeves said they 
technically do not pay for rental 
space. “And that’s fine. I mean, the 

city is not in it to make any money. 
It’s not about an income for the city. 
It’s about properly utilizing the space 
for the purpose of an incubator,” 
Reeves said. “But then, as far as 
the tourism part is concerned, they 
routinely see, I’d say, 15 or so walk-
ins every week.”

Reeves said the city reopened the 
Brunson with the business incubator 
space to drive more business traffic 
through the Texas Avenue corridor. 

“We want to draw attention to Texas 
Avenue,” he said. “We want to draw 
attention to the idea that we have 
entrepreneurs coming out of Baytown. 
And to that extent, we believe we’ve 
been successful in there, and we have 
some success stories to show. And so 
because of that, yes, we do have some 
routine in regular tenants.”

Reeves said most Brunson 
tenants stay there for about a year.  
“I don’t know of anybody who 
has discontinued their month-to-
month membership,” Reeves said. 
“Everyone that comes to mind has 
been there for at least a year. So, 
that’s a good sign. But it’s also a 
challenging sign. I mean, obviously, 
for every entrepreneur, it’s different 
in terms of how long it’ll take you 
to open a business, and it depends on 
what your business is. And so, the 
model is not designed for them to be 
there forever.”

Reeves said he sees a bright 
future ahead for the Brunson with 
its business incubator aspect and 
for Texas Avenue.  “We are seeing 
that there’s some increased action 
down on Texas Avenue with some 
new businesses,” Reeves said. “The 
restaurants are fabulous. Obviously, 
we’ve got a lot of events at Town 
Square. The Brunson is just one of 
many things that’s happening down 
there in terms of bringing life to the 
space. And so, anything that the city 
can do to encourage that and be a part 
of that, we’re going to capitalize on.”

Anyone interested in renting space 
at the Brunson can contact Reeves 
at 281-420-6692 or email him at 
thomas.reeves@baytown.org. The 
cost is $275 per month.
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Business incubator booth

Brunson lobby

The old Brunson Theater

The old concession stand inside the lobby - notice the circular bench that 
still exists in the modern day lobby of the entrepreneur center.

Brunson Entrepreneur Center
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IMPACT-ful Student:  Emma Jaramillo

BY IVY KRAMER
ivy.kramer@baytownsun.com

Emma Jaramillo is an intelligent 15 year-old who not 
only prides herself by working diligently on academic 
career, but, she also finds a way to immerse herself in her 
passions. 

Emma is sophomore at IMPACT Early College High 
School and an intern at The Baytown Sun. 

She was originally accepted into Ross S. Sterling’s 
High School Academy for Future Educators. At the time 
Sterling only offered certificates and not a degree plan. 
Emma wanted more. She originally selected general 
studies as her major because IMPACT has so much to 
offer. She became interested in communications after 
her education class professor assigned a project where 
she had to research a career path that interested her and 
interview a person in that field.

During this project she researched the field of journalism. 
“I did not originally think I would pursue journalism, 

but I did want to explore other forms of the mass 
communication path,” she said.

“IMPACT has taught me how to socialize and create 
interpersonal relationships,” she said. The courses she 
takes at Lee College have also exposed peers that are 
outside of her age range. 

She likes that students get to choose their own majors 

“It’s cool that we can study what we want at IMPACT 
and decide if we want to pursue it further when we 
graduate,” Emma said. The small class sizes help with 
this.  

Being in IMPACT has created opportunities to form 
connections in her career path.

Between Emma’s busy schedule of dual credit and 
college classes, she finds time to immerse herself further 
into communications by interning at The Baytown Sun.

Emma started interning at The Baytown Sun after 
she approached former Managing Editor David Bloom 
wanting to get some journalism experience in the 
newsroom.

She attributes her interest of interning to her friend 
Adam Kinder, who also went to IMPACT and wrote 
stories for the newspaper in the past. 

“Emma Jaramillo is one of the most impressive 15-year 
olds I have met,” Baytown Sun Publisher Carol Skewes 
said. 

“For a very busy IMPACT student involved in AP 
classes, dual credit and extracurricular activities, she 
somehow finds time to spend a few hours each week in 
the newsroom.”

“She truly wants to learn all she can. That kind of 
energy and enthusiasm is contagious. It is wonderful to 
see,” Skewes said.

Her work ethic and determination have helped her 

succeed while she is interning at the newspaper. 
“Emma is successful at anything she takes on,” said 

Skewes. “She absorbs information around her. She will 
do well wherever she lands. We are lucky to have her right 
now.”

The skills Emma is learning at The Sun and IMPACT 
are very similar. 

The Baytown Sun has helped with her IMPACT courses 
because interning at the newspaper has taught her how to 
talk to people. 

“I’ve learned how to interview and speak to strangers, 
and it also helps with my speech classes,” Emma said.

She puts all of her energy and time into anything she 
does and The Baytown Sun taught her something she did 
not expect. 

“The Sun has helped me quickly learn how to formulate 
an idea and make it work when working in the newsroom. 
This skill has also helped me when I’m writing essays for 
classes,” Emma said.

 Skewes has noticed the effort Emma puts into her 
assignments at The Baytown Sun. 

“Emma is always busy. If she happens to run out of 
things to do, she asks for more work. 

“She covers stories, takes photographs and offers great 
story ideas. 

“She has brought a young person’s perspective on social 
media platforms into our world,” Skewes said.

Baytown Sun photo by Carol Skewes
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check-up today!
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$195/year for Annual Ainsworth 

Comfort Club
Maintenance Agreement

• 24 hours / 7 days a week (after hours service)

• Repair all makes and models

• A/C & Heating upgrades and replacements
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the Greater Baytown Area
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Texas Oncology’s Dr. Sashital provides local, quality care cancer treatments
DEEPA SASHITAL, M.D., PH.D.

Hematology, Medical Oncology, 
Genetic Evaluation

BY ROD EVANS
For many women, menopause, or the cessation of 

menstruation, is preceded by a three- to 10-year transition 

known as perimenopause.“Although no two women experience perimenopause the 

same way, the onset of any of these symptoms is a signal 

that your reproductive years may be coming to an end,” 

said Dr. Faith Ighoyivwi, an obstetrician-gynecologist with 

Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital.Menstrual irregularitiesIf you could always predict the onset of your period, 

irregular bleeding is a telltale sign of perimenopause. 

Your periods may begin arriving haphazardly, be longer 

or shorter, lighter or heavier, or perhaps more painful than 

usual. 
Keep a journal to record irregular periods. Noting any new patterns in your cycle 

can help your health care provider determine what kind of treatment, if any, may be 

appropriate. 

Hot flashes“During perimenopause, your body’s estrogen production begins to taper off. In 

response, the pituitary gland releases bursts of luteinizing hormone,” Ighoyivwi said. 

Hot flashes can last from a few seconds to a few minutes. Your face, neck and chest 

may redden, and your body temperature may rise slightly. At night, hot flashes may 

disrupt sleep. Tips to ease hot flashes and improve sleep include: 

• Dressing in layers and keeping your bedroom cool. 

• Practicing yoga or tai chi to help you relax. 

• Meditating or practicing deep breathing exercises.

• Limiting or avoiding energy drinks, caffeine, alcohol, smoking and spicy foods. 

If hot flashes continue to disrupt your life, talk to your health care provider about 

nonhormonal treatment options. 
Less estrogen causes the vulva and vagina to become less elastic. Vaginal tissues 

also become drier and thinner, which may cause burning and itching. As a result, 

perimenopausal women may have discomfort, possibly even bleeding, during 

intercourse. “A water-based lubricant may help relieve this discomfort, or your provider may 

prescribe an estrogen cream,” Ighoyivwi explained.
Mood swings, brain fogInterrupted sleep may cause irritability and mild depression. Some women may also 

experience problems remembering or concentrating. 

Talk to your health care provider if you’re experiencing these or other changes. 

Although perimenopause will be the likely reason, they can rule out any other underlying 

conditions. The onset of perimenopause is an indication that menopause is coming. Use this 

knowledge to work with your health care provider to make decisions about this next 

life stage, such as:• Evaluating your bone health with a bone density scan so your provider can identify 

and treat bone loss as you age.
• Understanding your heart health to learn what steps you can take to prevent or 

address problems that could lead to a heart attack or stroke. 

• Continuing to use contraception until you no longer have a period for one year. 

• Preparing emotionally for the transition to post-menopause.

Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital is taking every necessary precaution during 

the coronavirus pandemic to keep you and our staff members safe, including, screening 

all patients, ensuring only those without COVID-19 symptoms are seen in the office; 

wearing masks and personal protective equipment (PPE) while providing patient 

care; reorganizing waiting rooms and check-in lines to ensure social distancing, and 

implementing additional sanitation processes to disinfect all equipment and surfaces.

The physicians with Houston Methodist Obstetrics and Gynecology Associates—

Ighoyivwi and Dr. Paul Redman — provide comprehensive, compassionate care for 

a full range of OB/GYN conditions and services, including routine prenatal care, high 

risk pregnancies, pelvic pain, hormone replacement therapy, contraceptive care, robot-

assisted surgical procedures and ovarian cysts. 

To schedule an appointment, visit houstonmethodist.org/baytown or call 281-420-

5760.

What is perimenopause?

DR. IGHOYIVWI

Think of  primary care providers as the quarterbacks of  

the personal health team. They bring a big picture view to 

help manage their patient’s current medical conditions and 

provide guidance to help them maintain good health.

“Having a strong and trustful relationship with your 

primary care provider is key for good health,” said Dr. 

Adolat Mirzaeva, a family medicine physician with Houston 

Methodist Primary Care Group in Baytown. “Building 

a relationship and partnership with your primary care 

provider can help you tackle health problems and stay 

healthy through the ups and downs of  life.”It’s a Team EffortHere are some ways to make the most of  your health 

visits and build a winning relationship with your provider.

1. Find a primary care provider. Look for a doctor who is board-certified, speaks 

your preferred language, and offers convenient appointments in a location near you. 

Above all, you should choose a doctor you trust, who listens and makes you feel 

comfortable. 2. Schedule an annual exam. It’s important to schedule an annual checkup even when 

you feel fine health-wise. Annual checkups help you stay on top of  your health, making 

it possible to prevent and detect problems early. “During an annual checkup, discuss 

your risks of  having cardiovascular diseases, review your medical issues and go over your 

vaccination history” Mirzaeva said.
3. Identify communication barriers. Resources are available if  you or a loved one 

struggles with hearing, understanding or remembering what is said in your health visits. 

Bringing a loved one along to your appointment may help you better understand the 

information shared by your doctor while providing emotional support, if  needed. 

Contact the doctor’s office to let them know if  you need help with communication or 

would like to have a family member or friend join you for your appointment.

4. Share your health history. Managing your health is easier when you build a 

relationship with a primary care provider who knows your background. Your doctor may 

recommend health screening tests based on your age, personal or family health history, 

and other factors. For example, if  you have a family history of  heart disease, stroke, 

diabetes or cancer, your doctor may emphasize ways to prevent disease and recommend 

screening tests to help detect disease early.

5. Be open and honest. There’s no reason to hold back information because you’re 

worried or embarrassed. Your primary care provider is there to support you in improving 

your health, not to pass judgment on your decisions. The doctor-patient relationship is 

ironclad in its confidentiality, with many ethical, professional and legal standards that 

protect it. “Having open and honest conversations about your health helps your doctor 

better understand you and serve your health care needs,” Mirzaeva said.

6. Talk about mental health. Your primary care doctor can help with mental health 

concerns, including screening and treatment for depression and anxiety. Your doctor can 

also connect you with referrals to therapy, counseling or specialized care. 

7. Ask about vaccines. Your primary doctor can be a great resource to help you 

understand which vaccines are recommended for you and when to get them. It’s 

important to have these conversations with your doctor so you can make informed 

decisions based on the latest medical guidance. 

8. Set goals for your health. If  you want to lose weight, quit smoking or make other 

healthy changes, your doctor can help you get started. Your chances of  success improve 

when you have medical support for making big changes to your health.

Put Your Health FirstMirzaeva and her fellow physicians with Houston Methodist Primary Care 

Group at Baytown—Dr. Greg Terry, Dr. Pooja Kulkarni, Mohammad Ahmed, MD, 

Irfan Dadabhoy, MD and nurse practitioner Trudy Istre—provide the full range of  

primary care services, including routine checkups, and treatment of  complex illnesses, 

such as diabetes, high blood pressure and asthma. To schedule an appointment, visit 

houstonmethodist.org/baytown, or call 832-556-6670.

Houston Methodist Baytown is designated as a COVID-19 vaccine hub and 

provides first dose shots, including for children ages 5-11, as well as boosters for those 

meeting FDA and CDC guidelines. Walk-ins are welcome, but you may also schedule an 

appointment by visiting houstonmethodist.org/vaccine.

DR. ADOLAT MIRZAEVA

Team with your Doctor for better health

About Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital

Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital has provided Baytown and east Harris, Liberty and Chambers counties 

with excellent medical care since its opening in 1948. The hospital continues to grow to meet the health care needs of  

its growing community through an ongoing construction and renovation program that has seen the opening of  a new 

emergency center, outpatient center and medical-surgical units. A new five-story patient tower is scheduled to open in 

2023. As a health care leader, the hospital is proud to have a fully integrated residency program focused on educating 

and inspiring future practitioners. Today, Houston Methodist Baytown provides the most advanced and innovative 

procedures while never wavering from its focus on compassionate care and providing a safe, patient-centered healing 

environment. Houstonmethodist.org/baytown.

Dr. Deepa Sashital has been practicing in Baytown since 2007. She joined Texas 

Oncology and has been an integral part of the team. She not only has a medical 

degree, but also a Ph.D. degree from UConn in Connecticut. She is triple boarded in 

medical oncology, hematology and internal medicine. She has an interest in genetic 

testing.
Genetic testing can help determine if you have an increased risk for certain types 

of cancer including breast, ovarian, colorectal, endometrial (uterine cancer), stomach 

cancer, ureter/renal pelvis, biliary tract, small bowel pancreas, brain or sebaceous 

adenomas. While you can’t inherit cancer, you can inherit a higher risk for developing 

it.
Dr. Sashital can provide an in-depth assessment for patients with a strong personal 

or family history of cancer. Genetic testing provides early detection, reduces cancer 

risk and saves lives. Early detection is one of the most important things you can do to 

protect your health.Our healthcare providers with training in genetics can help determine if genetic 

testing is right for you, as well as analyze your risk for hereditary cancer syndromes. 

After testing, they’ll evaluate your results, make recommendations, and, if needed, 

assist with follow-up care.
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 After moving with her family from Brooklyn, New York in 1989, Jean Fletcher, affectionately known as “Mrs. Nio”, began helping her brother with his local tire business in Baytown. In 1989, it was virtually unheard of for a woman to be in the tire business, but Jean took it and ran with it anyway.  
 The original name for her family’s tire shop was Nio’s and it was located at the corner of Texas and Alexander. After being there for a while, she decided to branch out and move to the current location on North Main St.Prior to moving to the current location, they held a contest in The Baytown Sun to help name the business. They got tons of entries and decided with the name “Tire Doctor”.The current location has been Tire Doctor’s home since 2000. It was actually the body shop for Baytown Nissan when it was located on North Main.

Mrs. Jean has been one of Baytown’s hidden treasures for many years. Even in the face of the 

difficulty of being a woman in the tire business, she has achieved much, and has set a tremendous precedent for her two daughters, Elizabeth Fletcher and Victoria Fletcher, who along with Mrs. Jean, take care of the day-to-day activities of the business. Mrs. Jean also has three grandchildren; Elizabeth has a son, William and Victoria has two daughters, Audrey and Emma.Daughter Elizabeth says “We grew up in the business. We actually learned to change a tire before we knew anything else.”Tire Doctor sells new and used tires, repairs tires and wheels, rotations, balancing, and state inspections. They pride themselves in being competitive with the “big guys” in their ability to acquire multiple brands for all makes and models of vehicles.
Tire Doctor is located at 1705 N. Main St. in Baytown. Their hours are Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sat, 8 a.m. -5 p.m. and Sundaty 9 a.m. -5 p.m.. They can be reached at 281-837-7000.

Jean “Mrs. Nio” FletcherA legend in the Baytown tire business

Jean “Mrs. Nio” Fletcher

Maurisa Alexis-Louis, Owner of Bay Area Cleaning Professionals

Bay Area Cleaning ProfessionalsWe do the work so you can enjoy your home.Bay Area Cleaning Professionals is a company that  is celebrating it’s 20th year of providing 

customers with top class service. Locally owned and operated by Maurisa Alexis-Louis, we provide 

residential and small office cleaning services in Baytown and the surrounding area. We also provide 

move in-move out cleaning, party clean ups, and general cleaning & disinfecting.  We take pride 

in ensuring that our customers receive cleaning services that are environmentally friendly and 

professional. Our team works to secure your trust so that you’ll want us back again!
We uphold our values with every job we do, and we hope that we exceed your expectations every 

time. 
 With Bay Area Cleaning Professionals, no job is too big or too small, and we work quickly 

and efficiently to get the job done on time. From one-time cleaning services to routine cleaning 

services, we have cleaning services that will meet your needs. There is no mess our team can’t 

handle! Whether you need an office cleaning service or a move-out cleaning service, we’ll take 

care of it all. 
With a team of over 20 years of combined experience in the cleaning industry, choosing Bay 

Area Cleaning Professionals should be an easy choice.
 Work with a team who cares about your property and give us a call today! At Bay Area Cleaning 

Professionals, it’s not a house, it’s a home.

The Center for Hospice Care was started in the early 1990’s by San 
Jacinto Methodist Hospital to provide terminally patients with the utmost 
quality and compassion. Cynthia Patterson, BSN, RN and Carol Mendelovitz, LMSW, NCBF 
worked at this hospice and dreamed of what it would be like to run their 
own hospice someday. By 2004, Cindy and Carol remained in contact with each other and had 
experienced leadership duties for several different hospices and agencies.

The concept of hospice was not new to Baytown, but Faith Community 
Hospice remains the only free-standing hospice that is locally owned and 
operated. 

A team of dedicated nurses, aides, social workers, chaplains, and office 
workers bring the same devotion and passion to patients and families as 
Cindy and Carol. 

Their commitment to the community served is noticeable and their goal 
and philosophy “To Comfort Always” is a passionate cry you might hear in 
the office as how to make the lives of their patients, family members and 
staff better.

Pain management and symptom control are the main focus of care. Each 
week the team meets to explore to see if any other methods, drugs, or 
treatment would benefit the patient and support the family. 

The team works closely with all physicians in the community as well as 
the medical directors; Dr. Michelle Fredricks, Dr. Greg Terry and Dr. Kory 
Guidry.

Providing quality of service in a timely, compassionate and loving 
manner, Faith Community Hospice has been recognized for a number of 
years as The Baytown Sun’s Readers’ Choice Award.

Faith Community Hospice “To Comfort Always”Relay for Life Teams

From left standing, Erin McIntyre, Felicia Hawkins, Tammy Johnson, Sarah 
Charles, Paul Southerlan, Shirley Russo, Marcia Duckett, Tina Schulze and Doris 

Loften. Seated in front row from left, Natasha Randolph, Kathy Anderson, Carol 

Mendelovitz, Robbie Polk and Sholanda Mitchelle

From left Paul 
Southerlin, Robin Irwin, Faith 
Community Hospice Owner Cynthia 
Patterson, Ralph 
Hawkins, Kim Craig, Zella Johnson and Doris Bennett

Team photos from 2019.
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Your home 

shouldn’t just be 

perfect; the town 

should be too. I 

can help you find 

the home with that 

hometown feel.

605 MASSEY TOMPKINS RD.,SUITE A, BAYTOWN, TX 77521

terryRivon@aol.com
713-301-4582

TERRY RIVON
REALTOR

Terry Rivon’s love for the real estate business was born out of the frustration of not 

being able to find a realtor who was “Investor friendly”. A real estate investor herself, 

she struggled to find just the right person to point her in the direction of rental properties 

that were within her target budget and were suitable for a new investor. 

A realtor since 2009, Terry is also the owner of All Around Property Management 

where she manages her own rental properties, as well as those belonging to others. 

She’s a member of the Mr. Landlord Network, a world-wide collective of real estate 

investors who seek to educate members about diverse real estate laws from state to state 

& country to country, etc. The association also teaches its members the value of having 

multiple streams of income.

Terry is a member of the Black-Owned Business Alliance, a group that seeks to shine 

a light on Black-Owned businesses in the Baytown area. She was honored in 2015 by 

Top Ladies of Distinction as an Outstanding Black Woman in Business. Prior to her 

introduction to real estate, Terry spent 32 years at Chevron-Phillips as an Administrative 

Aide. She retired from there in 2012. Terry is also a mobile notary for those who need 

her services outside normal business hours.

When it comes to her passions, Terry states “If I could live in one room with my 

suitcase and passport, it would be alright with me”. Terry’s love of travel has taken her 

all over the world, quite a stretch from her hometown of Double Bayou, Texas (near 

Anahuac). A graduate of Anahuac High School, Terry also attended and graduated from 

Lee College here in Baytown. 

Terry is a member of St. Paul United Methodist Church in Double Bayou, which 

is a church founded by her great-great grandfather and 12 other former slaves over 

150-years ago. She enjoys spending time with her three grandchildren, Ambria, Ariah 

& Alajah. Her two daughters are both college graduates. Daughter, Ashley began her 

college career at Clark University in Atlanta, Ga. and graduated from Wayland Baptist 

College in San Antonio. She then met and married her sweetheart, Anthony, and settled 

in Humble, Texas. Daughter Raven is a proud graduate of Rice University in Houston 

and resides in Addison, Texas.

A lover of food and good music, Terry enjoys array of different music types and even 

more various cuisines from all over the world.

Terry is a Real Estate Agent for Realty Associates. She states “call me for all of 

your real estate needs, whether selling, purchasing or if you need investment property 

management. I can help you find a home with that hometown feel.”

Rivon brings wealth of experience, 

knowledge to realty

Robin Forrest, 

34 years in industry
Ainsworth & Company Air Conditioning and Heating

Robin Forrest has been in the air 

conditioning and heating industry for 

34years. She started at the bottom cleaning 

and maintaining air conditioning systems 

and worked her way up to the sales 

department. There she learned how to 

design the perfect system available for a 

customer’s home and needs. Robin was 

very attentive in making sure the system was 

properly sized for each individual home.

Lowering utility cost and producing 

proper air flow throughout the house so a 

system became a comfort system and not 

just an air conditioning system has always 

been important to her.

Ainsworth has been a local A/C company 

in Baytown since 1947. Ainsworth services 

Baytown and surrounding areas. Robin 

purchased the company in 2003. With 

33 years under her belt, she was able to 

assemble a team of  men and women who 

shared the same passion for serving her 

customers as she did.

“We all know that systems can break 

down 24/7 and when you get home from 

work after 5 p.m., the last thing you want to 

do is come home to a hot house. That’s why 

Ainsworth has someone on call 24/7 – 7 

days a week,” said Robin.

Originally from Augusta, Georgia, Robin 

moved to Texas in 1978. It was 1988 when 

she entered the HVAC industry.

“I love customer service and being there 

when someone needs us,” said Robin. 

“Texas heat is brutal. The more I learned 

about the industry, the more I realized a 

trained professional could recognize old 

designs and update to the new standards 

and requirements of  today’s high-efficiency 

systems.”
“In my off  time, I spend time with my 

horses and attend competitions throughout 

the United States. I’ve always had a passion 

for them. I’ve even competed as far away as 

Australia, but these days I try to keep closer 

to home.”
As the years go by Robin spends most 

of  her time in the office taking care of  the 

business operations. Her husband, Junior 

Forrest, is now the one who does the 

outside sales and comfort systems. Since 

his retirement from Exxon in 2015 junior 

spends all of  his time educating himself  

on new technology and high efficiency 

comfort systems  Robin’s son Kyle Forrest, 

who spent 5 years with Ainsworth & Co., 

now works for Lennox Industries. We are 

truly a family owned business.

Cryer Pools & Spas
Above ground pools, spas, retail, service & maintenance 

Bethany Aguayo was always at Cryer Pools 

and Spas as a little girl. Her grandfather started 

the business many years ago before her mother 

and father took over. Bethany and her brothers 

worked in various positions throughout the 

years. A true family business. 

Bethany began her working career at Cryer 

Pools at the age of 15. 

She worked in and managed every department 

at some point, “My entire career here has been 

nothing but learning and experiences that can’t 

be taught.
“I’ve learned so much from my father and all 

the people I’ve worked with.”

Six years ago, Bethany took over the business 

as general manager. “I feel like I’ve accomplished 

so much and plan on growing and doing so much 

more with the business,” she said.

Although Bethany is the last of her siblings 

to work at Cryer Pools, she has a work family 

of amazing women that make her job easier and 

enjoyable. 
“I couldn’t image working anywhere else.”

Now 35 years old, Bethany is the mother of 

two beautiful children, 9 and 13 years old, one 

with special needs/autism.

She credits her success to her family, “All I’ve 

accomplished in my life and working career 

wouldn’t be possible without my amazing 

family. 

Beyond that, there is a great group of women 

that work with me and do such an amazing job.

She says, “Remember the health benefits, both 

physical and mental, of utilizing a hot tub. 

“It can help individuals by combining the 

healing effects of massage therapy, hot water 

therapy and water buoyancy.”

Water aerobics and swimming are great forms 

of exercise, giving you a workout that is fun, 

refreshing and easy on the joints.

Owning a Cryer Aboveground Pool or Hot 

Tub is easy and affordable.

As spring and summer arrive and you want 

to spend more time outdoors around the pool, 

hot tub or barbecue pit, let Cryer Pools & Spas, 

Inc. help you plan your purchase, with financing 

options and layaway plans.

Talk to your doctor about your health needs 

for a pool or spa.  If medically necessary and 

recommended by your physician, you may even 

get it tax free. Ask us how.

Don’t forget to let us do all the dirty work for 

you so you can enjoy your pool! Sign on now to 

get free cleanings! With the peak of pool season 

right around the corner, make us your NEXT call 

for all your pool and spa needs.

Cryer Pools & Spas, Inc. is located at 1418 N. 

Hwy. 146 in Baytown. 

Call 281-420-7665, email: info@cryerpools.

com or visit: www.cryerpools.com

Bethany Aguayo, General Manager
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Meet Erika Anderson, reliability engineer and 

coordinator at the ExxonMobil plastics plant in 

Mont Belvieu. Erika has been with ExxonMobil for 

seven years. She is not only dedicated and passionate 

about her career, but also about encouraging students 

to discover their passion for science, technology, 

engineering and mathematics (STEM) education. 

A Georgia native, Anderson holds a bachelor 

of science degree in mathematics and mechanical 

engineering, as well as a master’s degree in analytics. 

She began her career with ExxonMobil as a 

reliability engineer at the Beaumont refinery in 2014. 

She became part of the ExxonMobil Baytown area 

family in the summer of 2021 and has since been an 

active participant in encouraging students to explore 

STEM education and careers. 

“Growing up, math and science were my favorite 

subjects because there was always a challenge 

and that made it fun for me,” said Anderson. “But 

becoming an engineer was never on my radar. Up 

until my senior year in high school, I thought an 

engineer was a train driver!”

This is why Anderson is passionate about showing 

students the countless opportunities a STEM 

education could provide and the different fields 

available. ”It’s what I wish someone had done for 

me. STEM fields were never really presented to me,” 

she said. “Knowing what is available to them in the 

way of education and potential careers is so huge, 

and I feel like it’s our job to expose them.”

Anderson is particularly focused on demystifying 

the concepts and principles of STEM and helping all 

ages understand their importance and applicability. 

She was depicted in “Everyday Superheroes: 

Women in Energy,” a book that features different 

STEM superheroes in the energy industry. She 

was a part of “If/Then – The Exhibit” on display 

at the Smithsonian Institute for Women’s History 

Month where a statue was made in her likeness. She 

was also featured on the CBS TV show “Mission 

Unstoppable,” a weekly program that highlights women in STEM. 

For her segment, Erika demonstrated how to build a rubber band-

powered car and explained how the principles of reliability apply. 

“I have met so many women in leadership positions at 

ExxonMobil’s Baytown area sites and that is something we should 

be really proud of,” said Anderson. “It not only aligns with our 

company’s commitment to inclusion and diversity, but also drives 

an equitable energy transition. There is nothing better than being 

employed by a company like ExxonMobil, which values STEM and 

STEM education. I believe that passion is what drives us – myself 

included.”
As a strong Baytown area leader, Anderson is showcasing the 

opportunities of STEM to local students, helping to educate and 

inspire the next generation of scientists and engineers. Her education, 

vast career experience and passion for others make her an important 

voice in our community. 

ExxonMobil Baytown area engineer

is a STEM inspiration
Women in Business
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BY PRESLIE COX, COVESTRO

BAYTOWN COMMUNICATIONS

Nikki Mason, regional head of  TG&S (technical goods 

and services) for Covestro LLC, is no stranger to business 

in the petrochemical industry, but is new to the Baytown 

area.
Mason started her career with Covestro nearly 15 years 

ago as a procurement trainee right out of  school, and has 

since gained experience in several areas of  the depart-

ment, which led to her new regional role in Baytown.

While Mason earned a degree in chemical engineering 

from Youngstown State University in Ohio, she always 

wanted to have a technical background with commercial 

business experience.

“In order for a company to work, you have the produc-

tion and technical pieces,” Mason said. “But you also need 

the sales, marketing and procurement that goes into the 

whole supply chain.”

Mason said within her role, being able to understand 

how one unit or group impacts another is fundamental to 

allowing you to understand the full picture. At the end of  

the day those products are being sold, which in turn helps 

the company to be profitable.

“The reason why we’re here is to make Covestro a good 

place to work and a profitable company,” Mason said. 

“It’s nice to understand the full supply chain involved 

when producing each molecule in a unit. You start with 

a whole procurement group helping to purchase all the 

raw materials, energy and the logistics that’s going into 

making a product, then the product gets produced, sold 

and shipped out.”

Since officially moving to Baytown from Pittsburgh a 

little over a year ago, Mason has expressed her passion for 

becoming more involved and networking in the com-

munity. She was heavily involved in giving back to the 

Pittsburgh community, took part in Covestro-sponsored 

initiatives and was a part of  several non-profit organi-

zations. She expressed that in order to truly be a part of  

where you are, it’s always important to be involved in the 

community that you live in – not just physically live there.

“It really helps to see how we can impact the communi-

ty in a better way by just giving a few hours of  your time 

or money to help make a difference,” Mason said.

A mother of  three young children, Mason wants the 

world to be a good place for them to live when they are 

her age, and feels the only way to achieve that for the 

future is to work together now as a community. Mason’s 

passion in giving back stems from her grandfather, who 

was also her mentor and a school teacher. Not only does 

she personally enjoy giving back, her grandpa’s passion is 

what officially started that.

“I was really, really close to him before he passed,” Ma-

son said. “He was always so involved with underprivileged 

kids and the community, and just seeing that sense of  joy 

it brought him was huge. That’s always resonated with 

me: that when I got into the business world, trying to find 

someone to collaborate with and also give back to.”

In her spare time, Mason spends time with her children, 

husband and puppy. Together they enjoy being outdoors 

and explore Texas on camping and fishing trips. She is 

also very passionate about fitness and enjoys running, her 

Peloton bike and walks with her family.

In her spare time, Nikki Mason spends time with her children, husband and puppy. Together they enjoy being 

outdoors and explore Texas on camping and fishing trips. She is also very passionate about fitness and 

enjoys running, her Peloton bike and walks with her family.

Covestro Baytown welcomes 

procurement lead Nikki Mason

Kenya Fanus knows Real Estate

Kenya Fanus knows well that real estate is about helping 

her clients achieve their real estate dreams. It’s much 

more than making successful sales but also protecting her 

client’s interests. Born on the beautiful island of  St. Croix, 

U. S. Virgin Islands, Kenya earned her degree in Business 

Management and Administration and Marketing.

For the last 10 years after acquiring her realtor’s license, 

Kenya has consistently been providing top-notch customer 

service in the greater Baytown, Houston, and surrounding 

areas, making her a highly sought-after agent. Her astute 

business acumen and true love for sales, negotiation and 

leadership abilities have been pivotal in exponentially 

expanding her business to now include her being a Real 

Estate Broker and opening her own real estate brokerage 

firm, Elite 5 Star Realty.

As a real estate broker, she attributes her success to 

honesty, consistent communication, and educating her 

clients throughout the whole process. Her passion for 

the industry shows through the lasting relationships she 

has created with her clients beyond the transaction stage. 

“A real estate transaction is hectic, often riddled with 

complications and lots of  procedures, but I try to make it 

as smooth as possible.” she adds. Kenya acts as the referral 

guide through the entire process; from viewing to the 

closing stage. She also offers guidance through the contract 

process ensuring that her clients get the best deal.

She is recognized as a Certified Negotiation Expert by the 

National Association of  Realtors, a Sellers Representative 

Specialist, and an Accredited Buyers Representative.

Kenya is equally passionate about giving back to the 

community and is always working on goals to improve 

someone’s life. In 2013, she founded a non-profit 

organization, Still I Rise, LLC (SIRF). She is currently 

an active member with other non-profit organizations 

such as Baytown Habitat for Humanity, Baytown Junior 

Forum, and many more organizations in the Baytown 

and Houston areas, where she offers support through 

donations and volunteering her time and resources to assist 

the community.

Shay’s Jewelry & Gifts

a Baytown staple for 45 Years

 Gemologist Sharon Gorman Rogers opened Shay’s Jewelry & Fine Gifts in 1978. 

Along with her daughter, Gigi Gorman Cockrell, Grandson Brandon Gorman, store 

manager Linda Pena and Rachel Streitmann, they have been serving Greater Baytown 

with the finest jewelry and gifts for 45 years and hope to serve the area for many more 

years to come.

 Shay’s has been located at 6503 Garth Rd, Suite 160 for five years. The store is located 

on the opposite end of  Salata, in front of  Burlington.

 Rogers says, “We strive to be servant/leaders and hope that the support of  our local 

charities displays how much we really care for our community. We support the Service 

League of  Baytown, the Rotary Club of  Baytown, Baytown Chamber of  Commerce, 

West Chambers County Chamber of  Commerce, Baytown Junior Forum, American Dia-

betes Association, American Cancer Society, Bay Area Relay for Life, Bay Area Homeless 

Shelter, St. Joseph’s Catholic School, Lee College Foundation, Baytown Little Theater, 

Toys for Tots, Trinity Episcopal Church, Pilot Club of  Baytown, West Chambers Coun-

ty Pilot Club, Rodeo Houston, Pregnancy Resource Center, Guerreo Medical Center, 

Alzheimer’s Association, Habitat for Humanity, Sierra Club, Baytown Symphony, Project 

Blue, The Wetlands Center and various local athletic teams”

 Rogers added, “Our Specialty is custom work. We love working with colored stones, 

creating custom, one-of-a-kind pieces. We have the biggest selection of  colored stones in 

the Houston area. We specialize in the Texas Star (Blue Topaz, five-pointed stars) in all 

sizes from 8mm up to 15mm. We love different creations!”

 “Nobody will beat our service or our unique jewelry” says Rogers.

 “We thank all of  our customers for their continued support and cannot wait for you 

all to shop with us. Stop by today and experience the very best in custom jewelry.”

 Shay’s Jewelry & Gifts operates Monday - Friday from 10am until 6pm; Saturdays from 

10am until 5pm and is closed on Sundays. They can be reached at 281-422-5188.

Krisher-McKay Realtors

Building our business with hon-

esty and fairness, today and for 

future generations

 Our mission is a commitment of  loyalty and honesty in every transaction. We pledge 

to maintain our trustworthiness to our clients and customers. Our twenty-seven years of  

continual service to our community has created for us a referral base of  friends that we 

once called clients. Each year we are building generation after generation of  new home 

buyers and tracking the success of  our clients with resales and new home purchases. We 

consider it a blessing to sell to children and friends of  our previous clients that are now 

ready to become homeowners.

 Since 1995 our business has been centered around service and strong community ties 

to Baytown, Mont Belvieu and the greater Houston areas. We love what we do, and it 

shows.
 For sellers, we: Provide current home value, suggestions for staging your home and 

provide aggressive marketing through Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Linkedin 

and our Krisher-McKay web page.

 We guide you through the process, answer any questions, work with other REAL-

TORS, secure qualified buyers and successfully complete the selling process.

For buyers, we: listen to your ideas and wishes and together find you a home. We 

research all listin
gs, contact our private sources and guide you through: loan application, 

inspections, insurance, utility services and closing.

 Whether buying or selling, make Krisher-McKay your 1st call. We consider it a privi-

lege to hand you the keys to many years of  happiness in your new home.

During Women’s History Month, we feature women in the 
community who provide leadership and inspiration.

Women
i n  b u s i n e s s

Look for 

March 23
in The Baytown Sun
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Academy Profile: Counselor and Parent
BY IVY KRAMER

ivy.kramer@baytownsun.com

Laurie Cervantes is a charismatic 
counselor who makes sure her students 
get to reach their full potential. She 
also uses her knowledge of academies 
to help her daughter succeed by 
signing up for a technical academy.

Cervantes has been a counselor for 
almost 10 years, but only recently 
started working for E.F. Green Junior 
High. She originally taught at Cedar 
Bayou Junior High for nine years and 
went to school to get her master’s in 
counseling.

Before Cervantes was a counselor 
at E.F. Green Junior High she was at 
IMPACT Early College High School. 
Some of the knowledge from being 
there six months helps her direct the 
students she counsels.

As a counselor, Cervantes guides 
students by holding informational 
sessions so that the parents and 
students can be informed about the 
different academies.

Goose Creek CISD presents 
information about academies to 
parents broadly in school board 
meetings. 

“The academies were created to 
meet the needs of a diverse group of 
students in Baytown,” she said.

Cervantes has also held web 
conferences with 8th graders who 
are interested in learning more and to 
explain to the students in detail what 
each academy entails.

The process of picking applicants 
for academies is simple because they 
can apply on their iPads. 

Students can choose from 10 
different academies and three 
specialized schools.

“Students usually are worried that if 
they do not have good grades that they 
cannot apply to academies. Students 
get accepted by a lottery and based on 
their interest,” Cervantes said.

Once students are accepted into the 
academy they applied for, they can tour 
the campus and meet with a counselor 
to receive more information.

“Students are welcomed to decline 
the academy they are accepted into 
if it does not meet their needs or 
expectations and apply for a different 

one,” Cervantes said.
Cervantes has only been a counselor 

at E.F. Green Junior High for two years 
because the campus is new, but she has 
had students from her past campuses 
come back and tell her about their 
success. 

She advised the students to be 
prepared and the work they would do 
at the academies was at a higher level 
than they were used to, and a challenge. 

“I’m fortunate enough to see students 
grow firsthand because my own child 
goes to Stuart Career Tech High 
School,” she said.  “So, when I go up 
there, I see not only the growth of my 
daughter’s skill but the growth of the 
students around her.”

Cervantes’s daughter Karys was 
interested in learning a trade, so as a 
sophomore she decided to enroll in the 
pipefitting academy.

 “My daughter is unsure if she would 
like to go a university, so she was 
interested in trade. A lot of students 
want to go straight to work after 
graduating,” she said.

Working as a pipefitter, Karys will 
work with welders, but she will mainly 
focus on cutting and beveling pipe to 
assure that it fits.

“My daughter became interested in 
this field because of my son-in-law 
who’s a pipe fitter,” she said. “He 
would talk about the job and show her 
videos of what he was doing. He would 
also explain what he was being paid for 
and she thought I can do that or I might 
like it.” 

The small classes have helped her 
daughter succeed and the skills she is 
learning can be applied to the jobs she 
will apply for when she graduates.

“A lot of her pipefitting courses are 
through Lee College, so she’s receiving 
dual credit from that along with real 
world experience,” Cervantes said. 

“It’s also at minimal cost to me now. 
Things cost more so it’s beneficial to 
me and other parents,” she said.

“GCCISD is a road map for other 
school districts to start their own 
academies and provide the same 
opportunities,” she said. 

“I have relatives that are 
administrators in other school districts, 
and they don’t have near what we 
have.”

Counselor Laurie Cervantes
Edward “E. F.” Green Junior High School, all 8th grade, 7th grade M-Z
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Financing Financing 
available w/ available w/ 

approved approved 
creditcredit

281-420-7665

W W W. C R Y E R P O O L S . C O M
1418 TX-146 BAYTOWN, TX

Make Sure YourMake Sure Your
Outdoor space is Outdoor space is 
Summer Fun Ready!Summer Fun Ready!

with an above ground pool or In-ground Trampolinewith an above ground pool or In-ground Trampoline

Call today and take Call today and take 
advantage ofadvantage of

pre-summer deals!pre-summer deals!

Baytown Area’s First Locally Owned and Operated Hospice
281-422-0414 • 4721 Garth Road, Suite H • Baytown, TX 77521

www.faithcommunityhospice.com

Faith Community Hospice LLCFaith Community Hospice LLC

Owners:Owners: Cindy  Cindy 
Patterson & Carol Patterson & Carol 
MendelovitzMendelovitz

TAYLOR
A/C & HEATING, LLC

Dana & Travis Taylor & Staff

281-428-1680

Commercial & Residential
Sales Service, Installation

Merged banks 
reopen as 

Stellar Bank
BY DAVE ROGERS

dave.rogers@baytownsun.com

The signs, they are a-changing.
When CommunityBank of Texas 

banking centers in Baytown and Crosby 
opened their doors after the Presidents’ 
Day holiday, they featured new signs and 
a new name.

First announced Oct. 1, 2021, the merger 
of equals combining CommunityBank of 
Texas with Allegiance Bank will officially 
create Stellar Bank on Tuesday, Feb. 21.

But the people aren’t changing, says 
Baytown market president Gary Englert.

“It just makes us a stronger bank. It just 
makes us larger where we can expand our 
services for our existing clients,” Englert 
explained.

“But there won’t be a lot of changes. Our 
staffing is not changing. The same people 
will be here.”

CommunityBank of Texas had banking 
centers in Baytown and Crosby while 
Allegiance Bank had banking centers in 
Anahuac and Dayton.

Other nearby offices now under the 
Stellar Bank umbrella are Liberty and 
Pasadena.

“When Allegiance Bank and 
CommunityBank of Texas were both 
founded, neither knew it at the time, but 
both banks were guided by a shared belief. 
Each was committed to being a responsive, 
relationship-based bank with strong ties to 
the local community,” says advertising by 
Stellar Bank posted on its website.

“We are the bank and the bankers you 
need – to Be Stellar,” it states.

For the conversion, many of the banks’ 
services were shut down Friday, Feb. 17 and 
returned as Stellar on Feb. 21. Frequently 
Asked Questions included online in “Stellar 
Bank at a Glance,” stated. New bank cards 
were to be mailed to clients by Feb. 17 and 
become active on Feb. 21.

Accompanying literature online lists 60 
locations, one in Dallas and 59 in and around 

Houston and Southeast Texas, all the way 
to Orange on the Louisiana state line. For 
more information on the banks becoming 
Stellar Bank, questions are addressed 
online at https://www.communitybankoftx.
com/about-us/news-and-media/moe/

Full service online banking is available 
at the STELLAR.BANK website.

Customers who pay by checks may 
continue to use CommunityBank or 
Allegiance checks until they run out. 
Existing checks will be accepted after 
the name change. Most customers will 
maintain their existing account(s) numbers, 
though some might need to renumbered 
because of duplication. Those people have 
already been notified.

Customers will continue to use an existing 
Visa Debit Card without interruption. They 
will receive a new contactless debit card in 
the following months.

Online banking will not change, in terms 
of functionality; however it will look 
slightly different with the Stellar Bank 
branding.

Customers may receive full-service 
banking at any of the Stellar Bank 
locations, regardless of whether the 
banking center was previously affiliated 
with CommunityBank or Allegiance.

More detailed questions are addressed 
near the end of a 38-page Welcome 
Guide available at https://www.
communitybankoftx.com/globalassets/stb_
welcome-guide.pdf

Stellar’s 2022 fourth quarter report 
online shows $10.9 billion in total assets.

According to CNBC online, Stellar 
Bancorp offers a range of banking products, 
including commercial and industrial loans, 
commercial real estate loans, construction 
and development loans, one-to-four 
family residential mortgage loans, multi-
family residential loans, consumer loans, 
agricultural loans, treasury services, 
traditional retail deposits and a suite of 
online banking services.

From page 1
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1301 Memorial Dr., Baytown, TX 77520
Phone: (281) 422-8302

baytownsun.com

The

SunBaytown

•

104 years104 years 104 years

4544 Interstate 10 East
Baytown, Texas 77521

281.420.4800

Goose Creek Consolidated 
Independent School District

6 West Texas Ave. • Baytown, TX
(In Historic Downtown Baytown)

www.roostersinc.com

281-428-8222281-428-8222
ROOSTER’S

Restaurant & BBQRestaurant & BBQ

46 years

Dana & Travis Taylor & Staff
281-428-1680

Commercial & Residential
Sales Service, Installation

49 years

49 years

88 years

Routing # 313077513 NMLS # 446680

104 years
Crosby Independent 

School District

This Is Now!

86 years
Von E. Young
President

M.P.Lic. #M-13753
A.C. Lic. #TACLA003387C

Residential Repairs and Installations Since 1937
301 N. Commerce | Baytown, Texas 77520

281-427-7401 • 281-422-0545

YOUNG PLUMBINGYOUNG PLUMBING
HEATING. & AC CO.HEATING. & AC CO.

50 years

44 years

44

42 years

BDI Resources, Inc.
300 W. Texas Ave. | Baytown, TX 77520

bdiresources.com

281-427-1166
Fax 281-427-7113

Since 1981

Since 1965
1302 North Pruett Street • Baytown, TX 77520
Phone: 281.422.2222 • Fax: 281.4271224

Email: gibsonprinting@verizon.net

58 years

72 years

Celebrating Over 72 Years

www.tsobaytown.com
281-427-7374

301 West Texas
Baytown

Caring for Baytown Since 1951

Chris Warford O.D.   |   Jenny Tan, O.D. 
 Brandon Moderhack O.D.  |   Christopher Mathews O.D.

Optometric Therapeutic Glaucoma Specialists

(832) 981-7276
13550 Lakes Of Champions Blvd 

Suite B, Mont Belvieu
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8 years

www.PatientsER.com

(281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East

Baytown, Texas 77521
Your

Hometown
ER

Complex Repair Center
204 YMCA Dr, Baytown

www.FranksCR.com

Auto Body 
Repair

Frame 
Straightening

Alignment & 
Suspension 

Repairs

2 years

44 years

Call Tino: 281.515.7912

  Nolasco   Nolasco 
CarpentryCarpentry

• General Remodeling
• House Leveling
• Foundation Repair
• Interior/Exterior
• Ceramic Tile
• Paint & Sheetrock Repair

808 Park Street
281-420-2421

recosmo@verizon.net

R&E Cosmetology
& Barber School

Year-round registration

25 years

281-427-8508
3003 N Main, Baytown

www.FranksCR.com

Auto Body 
Repair

Frame 
Straightening

Alignment & 
Suspension 

Repairs

20 years

35 years

HENDERSON
GARAGE DOORS

SALES & REPAIR SERVICE • BAYTOWN 

(281) 428-1187             1-800-345-8471(281) 428-1187             1-800-345-8471
GARAGE DOORS

JOHN HENDERSON 628 Cedar Bayou Rd.

281-201-6112
3210 Lancelot, Baytown, TX | 77521

23 years

Aric E. Boullion
Financial Advisor
1421 Massey Thompkins Rd.
Baytown, TX 77521
281-428-1952
www.edwardjones.com

6 years

Cather Insurance 
Agency, LLC
Tel 281-421-7575
Fax 281-421-7570
Ins@Catherinsurance.com

230 W. Cedar Bayou Lynchburg Rd. 
Baytown, TX 77521

39 years

These businesses 
are proud to have 
dedicated years of 

service to the greater 
Baytown area.

18 years

Faith Faith 
Community Community 
Hospice LLCHospice LLC

Baytown Area’s First Locally Owned 
and Operated Hospice

281-422-0414 • 4721 Garth Road, Suite H 
Baytown, TX 77521

www.faithcommunityhospice.comwww.faithcommunityhospice.com

2023 BUSINESS HONOR ROLL
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Partners in Education paves way for future leaders
A Baytown Chamber of Commerce tradition

BY MARK KRAMER
mark.kramer@baytownsun.com

Since 1987, the Baytown Chamber of Commerce’s 
Partners in Education program has been making a positive 
impact in the lives of area students.

For the past 36 years, representatives from local 
businesses and industry have volunteered their time and 
resources to campuses in Goose Creek CISD and local 
private schools. 

The partnership endeavor began as a pilot program 
between ExxonMobil and Travis Elementary and 
has grown to more than 40 companies participating 
today.“What these partners are doing for these students 
is tremendous,” said Chamber Vice President Rikki 
Wheeler, who coordinates the program. “The time 

and effort they put in to provide support, guidance and 
mentorship is helping pave the way for success as they 
eventually pursue higher education and future careers.”

Several divisions from ExxonMobil have teamed 
up with Travis Elementary, San Jacinto Elementary 
and Cedar Bayou Junior High through the program. In 
addition, ExxonMobil has put a special focus on Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
programs at Lee High School.

“With Lee being the hub in the district, the ExxonMobil 
employees are able to give students the real-time exposure 
to things they need to know if they are looking toward 
entering the STEM field.”

Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital has joined forces 
with Sterling High School for 32 years to mentor students 
looking to move forward in health care careers.

Wheeler also highlighted the 10-year partnership with 
Stuart Career Center and Community Toyota-Honda-Kia-
Cartopia and their automotive technology personnel. 

The major dealership has joined forces to give 
automotive technology experiences to students.

“Through these partnerships, students are gaining real 
world experiences that will benefit them in the workplace,” 
Wheeler said.

The Service League of Baytown has also provided 
many contributions for the past 33 years with donations 
of time, books and other supplies to local schools.

“We are very appreciative of these organizations for 
all that they have done for these young people,” Wheeler 
said.

 “These gifts, time and service all make a difference in 
the lives of these future leaders.”

Goose Creek CISD Superintendent Dr. Randy O’Brien is pictured (from left) with 2002 scholarship recipients: Robert E. Lee High School, Staci Islas; IMPACT Early College 
High School, Rebecca Flores Rodriguez; Robert E. Lee High School, Emily Marroguin; Ross S. Sterling High School, Kyle Rogue; Stuart Career Tech High School Isis 
Gomez; Goose Creek Memorial High School, Jayden Valencia; Ross S. Sterling High School, Quincy Phillips and Bob Hoskins.
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Entertainment, business and education
                                            piano dueling father and son

Ryan & Ryan is a dynamic father-son 
piano duo that draws upon classic and 
contemporary music to create enthralling 
concert experiences. 

From Rachmaninoff to Gershwin to 
Billy Joel, Donald and Barron Ryan 
combine their talents to create a dazzling 
blend of old and new schools.

A native of Trinidad & Tobago, Donald 
came to the United States to study music, 
earning degrees from Oral Roberts 
University and the University of Tulsa. 

He is well known as a master of diverse 
styles—evidenced by a diploma from the 
9th International Chopin Competition as 

well as his induction into the Oklahoma 
Jazz Hall of Fame. 

Donald has also earned the distinction 
of being among the most accomplished 
pianists in the world as a Steinway Artist.

Given his father’s profession, Barron’s 
choice of playing the piano is no surprise, 
and he has been no stranger to the stage 
since the age of four. 

He distinguished himself in piano 
studies at the University of Oklahoma 
and has been a featured soloist across the 
United States and internationally. 

Barron is also an experienced composer, 
and in 2021, was named one of “Ten 

Innovators To Watch” by Smithsonian 
Magazine.

As a performing team, Donald and 
Barron amaze audiences with their skill, 
expressiveness and love of making music. 

Their experience in classical, jazz, 
ragtime and funk allows them to create 
exciting new music and give fresh 
interpretations of old. 

Audiences everywhere have been 
thrilled by their renditions of selections 
from Grusin’s The Firm soundtrack as 
well as Rachmaninoff’s Second Suite for 
Two Pianos. 

Their performance of George 

Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue has always 
earned a standing ovation.

The pair also emphasizes education. 
Each pianist has had extensive experience 
as a featured performer/speaker in the 
classroom—from elementary through 
university level—and so the duo 
understands well how to use music as a 
motivational tool for students.

Ryan & Ryan is a proven hit with 
audiences of all generations. Their 
inventiveness, infectiousness, skill and 
general joy of life make for irresistibly 
engaging performances. To sum it up, they 
make music that inspires.

Lee College recently hosted a Black History event at the Lee College Performing Arts Center, the Ryan & Ryan piano dueling father and son, Donald Ryan and Barron 
Ryan. This program was generously funded by the Mid-America Arts Alliance, the National Endowment for the Arts and the state arts agencies of Arkansas, Kansas, 
Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma and Texas.

Baytown Sun photo by Carol Skewes



Educating the future –
right here in Baytown and Mont Belvieu 

ExxonMobil encourages the pursuit of math, science and technical careers 
through a variety of programs. Whether our employees are teaching Junior 
Achievement in Goose Creek or Barbers Hill Schools, volunteering at  
Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day, speaking with students at job fairs or 
participating in our Science Ambassador program, we work to ensure the 
students of today are ready for the careers of tomorrow.


