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4401 Garth Rd.  I  Baytown, TX 77521

Visit houstonmethodist.org/baytown to make  
an appointment with our primary or specialty  
care physicians or call 281.428.2273 for a  
physician referral.

At Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital, we continue to improve 
the quality of our health care and expand our services.

We are proud to offer these recent additions:

 • A new leading-edge emergency department featuring  
42 private treatment rooms

 • A new and expanded Cancer Center offering infusion and 
radiation therapy, 12 private chemotherapy suites and support 
services from patient navigators  

 • A new neonatal intensive care unit

 • Two new patient care units with 46 spacious private  
patient rooms

 • New state-of-the-art operating rooms for cancer 
treatment, orthopedics, cardiovascular treatment, gynecology, 
gastroenterology, pulmonary, bariatric and robotic-assisted surgery

 • A new outpatient center featuring ambulatory surgery, 
orthopedics and sports medicine, physical and occupational 
therapy, imaging, laboratory services, Breast Care Center, primary 
care services and an occupational health clinic
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Growing with the needs of

OUR COMMUNITY
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March 27 & 28 
7:30 p.m. 

March 29  
2:30 p.m.

LEE COLLEGE  
PERFORMING 
ARTS CENTER

Also Coming to the PAC
until 4/17 FOTOFEST EXHIBIT 
 Gallery
3/23 SPRING SING
 Black Box Theatre, 7 p.m.
4/1-2  ONE ACT PLAY CONTEST
 UIL Area
4/3-5 STARQUEST INTERNATIONAL
 Main Performance Hall
4/18  JAZZ @ LEE COLLEGE
 Main Performance Hall, 7:30 p.m.
4/20-5/8  ART STUDENT SHOW
 Gallery
 Reception: 4/23, 1 p.m.
5/2 BSO: DANCE, DANCE, DANCE!
 Main Performance Hall, 7:30 p.m.
6/22-8/21  SUMMER ART EXHIBIT
 Baytown area art teachers  
 & their students
 Gallery 
 Reception: 6/25, 5:30 p.m.

Schedule subject to change.  
Check www.lee.edu/pac for updates.

Performing Arts Center

TICKETS: 281.425.6255 www.lee.edu/pactickets
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In the March issue of  Greater Baytown we are happy to 
welcome Dr. Lynda Villanueva as the President of  Lee College. 
We sat down with her to ask a few questions and get to know her a 
little better. Lee College is in good hands.

Congratulations to Yepez Vineyard on 15 years. See Michael 
Pineda’s story on page 10.

Mark Fleming writes about long-serving Baytown Assistant 
Police Chief  Roger Clifford. See page 12.

Read about Charlie and Barbara Morgan and how the tradition 
of  using cast nets has been in their family for generations. Page 14.

It’s rodeo season and we checked in with long time Houston 
Livestock Show & Rodeo volunteer Tracey Brown Fisher. See page 16.

A few of  you asked us to write about the public art around town. See Matt Hollis’ 
story on Baytown’s efforts to beautify many corners of  the city with mini murals.    
Page 18.

Learn 10 things you didn’t know about Frank McClosky. See page 20. 
William Barrett Travis and other historical figures will soon be standing in Fort 

Anahuac Park thanks to sculptor Craig Campobella. See page 24. 
May you have the luck of  the Irish. Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

          Carol Skewes

Carol Skewes
Publisher

BAYTOWN
Greater

Special thanks to Lee College photographer 
Chris Coats for many of the photographs of 
Dr. Lynda Villanueva at Lee College
in this issue including the cover photo.

On thecover



MEET DR. LYNDA VILLANUEVA
LEE COLLEGE PRESIDENT

By Carol Skewes
Dr. Lynda Villanueva is the new Lee College president.
She is the 10th president of  Lee College, the third woman, second 

youngest and the first ethnic minority.
She brings a wealth of  knowledge, experience and passion for Lee 

College.
We asked her a few questions and she was happy to answer and tell 

us a quite a bit about herself. She has dedicated her entire career to 
supporting students, especially the underserved.

As former Provost and Vice President of  Academic Student Affairs 
at Brazosport College, she is also an Aspen Presidential Fellow, a two-
time Aspen Top 10 Finalist, Data Coach for Achieving the Dream, 
and has served as Board Member of  Brazos County Boys and Girls 
Club.

Dr. Villanueva holds a Bachelor of  Science in Psychology from 
Colorado State University, a Master of  Arts Degree in Psychology 
as well as a PhD in Industrial Organizational Psychology from the 
University of  Houston.

Dr. Villanueva is moving to the Baytown area with her husband, 
William “Bill” Davidson, and their two children, Sarah (19) and Jaden 
(10).

Dr. Villanueva says “Every story matters.” I have heard her say this 
more than once. Her educational journey as well as life’s lessons led 
her to her current career.

Dr. Villanueva’s mother, Kye Sun Moat, originally from South 
Korea and her father, Juan Santiago Villanueva, originally from the 
Rio Grande Valley met when he was stationed in Korea in the U.S. 
Army. Her parents fell in love, married and had two children, Lynda 
and her brother, Keith.

Dr. Villanueva is the first in her family to attend college and credits 
being fortunate to cross paths with special people who cared about 
her future along her journey.

She says her parents did their best with what they knew. “They 
moved a lot and life was chaotic. Somehow in the chaos I was exposed 
to people who saw something in me, a spark ready to be struck into a 
flame,” said Dr. Villanueva.

Lee College 
President 

Dr. Lynda 
Villanueva

photo by 
Chris Coats
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“I will always be a student in this world, always have a lot to learn. I 
am okay with living outside my comfort zone if  it means I can make 
a positive impact.

“At the end of  the day, it takes just one caring relationship to change 
the life of  another human being.

“Ordinary people cared for me. We are all worthy, and need to be 
seen and heard in the same way we need air to breathe. 

“Every story matters.”

What are your thoughts on the Barbers 
Hill vs. Lee College legislative fights that 
have occurred in past three sessions? What 
is Lee College’s next step? Have you met 

with the Barbers Hill superintendent and/or local 
state lawmakers? Do you plan to?

• The issue of  service areas, which has been fought in the legislature, 
is a serious one that impacts all Texas community colleges and is, of  
course, a concern. The particular dispute between Barbers Hill and 
Lee College however, strikes me as more complicated than just a 
question of  service area. Forty-four percent of  BHISD graduates who 
go to college choose to go to Lee College, so Lee College is clearly 
important to them, but just as clearly they feel that some significant 
needs are unmet.

• I’m impressed with the quality of  educational opportunities that 
Dr. Poole and his Board have built for the students in their district, 
which tells me that we share a passion for the success of  our students. 
I certainly plan to meet with Dr. Poole, as I plan to meet with all of  
our ISD leaders. At the end of  the day, I firmly believe that we have 
more in common than what divides us. I look forward to finding that 
common ground and building a mutually beneficial relationship.

• I recently met with Senator Brandon Creighton, the Chair of  the 
Senate Higher Education Committee. He underscored his commitment 
to listening to all his constituents and extended an invitation to meet 
again. I’m looking forward to sharing more about the value of  Lee 
College to this community and discussing how we can collaborate to 
build upon this foundation.   

Lee College has one of  the highest 
community college tax rates in Texas. Are 
there any plans or commitments to lower 
the tax rate or hold the line?

Yes! The Lee College Board of  Regents approved a two-penny 
reduction in its tax rate at its most recent tax rate adoption, an 
8% decrease. When we compare ourselves with our regional peers 
that represent the nine colleges in the Gulf  Coast consortium, six 
of  the nine colleges have tax rates that are higher than ours. Lee 
College’s Board remains committed to providing quality educational 
opportunities at the lowest possible cost to our citizens. 

Lee College faculty members are unhappy 
about the recent elimination of  three-
year contracts and the elimination 
of  chairperson position from the 

organizational chart. What are your thoughts on 
contract lengths and chairperson position?

• The Lee College Board made a decision to establish one-year 
contracts for faculty based upon achieving parity with administrative 
contracts and with the trend of  community colleges around the nation 
to have one-year contracts for faculty. 

‘Lee College is the 
talent pipeline’

Lee College President Dr. Lynda Villanueva
photo by Chris Coats

1.

2.

3.



Lee College President Dr. Lynda Villanueva with Lee College students Mya Joseph, Trevor Felder and Austin Hampton who were 
getting hands-on experience in business development. photo by Carol Skewes

• In my experience as a community college data coach for Achieving 
The Dream and as Provost at Brazosport College, I have come to 
believe that achieving the highest quality classroom instruction requires 
a strong faculty-driven system of  professional development and 
performance evaluation, and linking that professional development and 
evaluation to multi-year contracts or tenure is appropriate. I’m working 
with the faculty to review our current practice regarding professional 
development and evaluation, and how it can be strengthened. 

• As a former division chair, I understand the many essential duties 
that division chairs perform, including hiring faculty, conducting faculty 
evaluations, listening to student complaints, scheduling classes, and 
advocating for curriculum improvements to the curriculum committee. 
They are both the voice of  the faculty to the administration and the 
voice of  the administration to the faculty. These responsibilities are 
essential to the smooth functioning of  the college, and I’m invested 
in working with faculty to find the organizational structure that serves 
our students best.  

What do you consider the top challenges 
facing Lee College?

• The greatest challenge we are facing is that of  
trust. My leadership style depends upon trust to build 

high performing, high functioning teams. Trust has to be developed 
over time through multiple interactions where we share our views 
openly and come to rely on one another with the confidence that 
we will respect each other even when we disagree. I’m an Industrial/
Organizational Psychologist by training, so I know that building good 
teams depends less on one-year or three-year written contracts and 
much more on the psychological contract that each faculty and staff  
member has with Lee College, where they expect that if  they go above 
and beyond to meet the needs of  our students, the College should 
reciprocate by valuing their contributions and caring about their well-
being. 

As president of  Lee College, my number one priority is to create 
a culture in which our employees feel valued and cared for. One of  
the ways I do that is by taking the time to notice and appreciate the 
contributions that each person makes, being careful not to promise 

4.
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what I can’t deliver, and to make sure that when I make a promise, that 
I will honor it. I can’t promise that every decision that I make will be 
liked, but I can promise that every decision I make will be grounded 
in the mission of  success for all students and in shared governance. 

• Another challenge that we face is the growth and economic 
expansion that is projected for our community. A quarter the nation’s 
well-paying jobs require more than a high school diploma but less 
than a bachelor’s degree. It is a great opportunity to improve the 
quality of  life in our community, but only if  we give our amazing 
students the knowledge and skills to leverage that opportunity. That 
means having high quality instruction and student services, and it 
also means understanding what our business and industry partners 
value, and making sure we keep up with their changing needs in a 
close partnership.  Our message to the community has always been the 
same: our partnership can deliver the talent you need in an efficient 
and effective way. Lee College is the talent pipeline that will drive 
social mobility and economic development.

• Finally, we have challenges around student success. When you 
compare success rates as the combined total of  certificate, associate 
degrees and transfers with our primary competitors (HCC, Lone Star, 
and San Jac), we have some opportunities. For three out of  the last 
four years, our success rate has been higher than our peers, but it 
has declined. While we have greatly increased the attainment of  
certificates, we have really lost ground on transfer rates. Sixty percent 
of  our students want to transfer to a four-year institution, but only 
about 13% of  our students transfer within six years, which is much 
lower than we’d like.

• There is an equity gap between Hispanic and White students. 
Hispanic students make up 43% of  Lee College’s population, but they 
only earn 38% of  our associate degrees and 28% of  our certificates. As 
an Hispanic Serving Institution, this is a gap that we need to eliminate.

• Finally, the rate at which high school grads matriculate to college 
varies from 37% in Hardin ISD to 66% at Barbers Hill ISD. In the 
Lee College service area overall, the rate is 50%, but the 60x30TX 
goal for our region is 68% by 2030. As we recruit more and more 
high school graduates, we must recognize their diverse needs. Many of  
the students we will recruit do not see themselves as college students, 
don’t feel like they belong on a college campus, and many of  them 
have unmet basic needs. We are responsible for providing what they 
need to succeed. That means different services and greater attention 
to belongingness. Instead of  asking whether students are ready for 
college, we must instead ask ourselves if  Lee College is ready for our 
students.

 

What are your thoughts on expanding 
sports programs to include softball, 
baseball or any others?

I believe in the importance of  co-curricular programs. Whether 
it is being a student worker, participating in student government, 
student clubs or sports, these programs provide opportunities to help 
our students grow into strong leaders and support their success. Any 
decision to expand sports or other programs has to be grounded in 
evidence and balanced with competing needs. 

Where do you see Lee College in five years?

In five years, I see Lee College as an anchor of  our 
community. It is a ladder of  social and economic mobility 

for every member of  our diverse community, a respected source 
of  well-prepared students for area universities, a high quality talent 
pipeline for regional business and industry, a cultural force promoting 
education and respect, and a highly desirable place to work.  

How did you get started in coaching 
“Achieving the Dream?”

I was the Core Team Leader of  ATD at Brazosport 
College. In this role, I led the College’s efforts to develop a strong 
culture of  evidence and worked closely with the then National 
Director for Data Coaches in ATD. He recognized my talents and 
recruited me to become a Data Coach. I began that work in 2010 and 
consider it to be one of  the most important tools for developing my 
own strengths as a practitioner and leader. 

6.

5.

7.
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What attracted you to 
the field of  psychology?

I started as a chemistry major preparing to 
go to medical school, but I soon recognized 
that my goal of  becoming a doctor was 
superficial, based on ideas of  status and 
what I saw on TV growing up. Once I was in 
college actually preparing for medical school, 
I realized that it didn’t fit. Psychology was 
the opposite. It just felt right; like a breath of  
fresh air, and the more I learned the more I 
wanted to learn, which is how I ended up in 
graduate school and eventually with a Ph.D. 
I have never regretted my choice, and I also 
remember that students need choices because 
until you’re actually doing the work, you don’t 
really know if  it is what you want to do.

Please expand on your 
quote, “Every story 
matters” in relation to 
Lee College students 

you will see every day across 
campus.

Organizations often advertise that 
“everyone is welcome,” but if  you are 
observant you pretty quickly recognize that 
certain organizations are designed for certain 
types of  people and there are a host of  direct 
and indirect messages telling you who does 
and doesn’t belong. It is as true of  colleges 
as it is of  churches and shopping malls and 
volunteer organizations. If  Lee College 
truly wants to serve every member of  this 
community, it isn’t enough to say “everyone 
is welcome.” We have to call them by name. 
My quote, “every story matters,” is one of  the 
ways that I call people who may not believe 
that they are welcome at Lee College by 
their name. There seems to be this unspoken 
belief  that the only stories worth telling are 
the ones that end up in history books. But 
that’s not true. Every Lee College student has 
an important story that is worth telling and 
deserves to be told because it is one way of  
saying your own name, your own identity, and 
calling others by their name, by their identity, 
and saying “yes,” we belong here.

From left: Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital CEO David Bernard, Baytown City 
Councilwoman Laura Alvarado, Lee College President Dr. Lynda Villanueva, Goose 
Creek CISD Board of Trustees President Agustin Loredo III and Lee College Regent 
Susan Moore-Fontenot at a reception welcoming Dr. Villanueva.

photo by Carol Skewes

Dr. Lynda Villanueva
photo by Chris Coats

“yes,” we 
belong here

8.

9.
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YEPEZ VINEYARD
A very successful 15 years

and looking forward to the future
By Michael Pineda

For 15 years, the Yepez Vineyard has meant something to so many. 
For some, it is a great place to hang out, visit friends and listen to 
music. It is a place to take friends, host parties, weddings and other 
memorable family events. For others, it is a quiet place to get away 
from it all. For all, it has become a special place. 

“It is a lot of  work,” Lena Yepez said. “It is a lot more challenging 
than I thought it would be and way more hours. There has been a lot 
of  trial and error.

“I never expected it would grow the way it has.”
The vineyard is located in Beach City with the listed address of  

12739 FM-2354 which is made much easier with Google Maps. Guests 
are welcomed with a sign and the vineyard itself  brings to mind one 
of  the old missions you might find on the outskirts of  San Antonio. 

The use of  Adobe is not by mistake. 
David Yepez, Lena’s husband and other half  of  the operation said 

there was a vision when they opened the vineyard. Over the years, the 
success of  the vineyard has allowed for continued growth. 

“The customers are what allowed us to grow,” he said. “We put the 
money back in the business.”

There is a dynamic to the success of  the vineyard. The Yepez couple 
plays to each other’s strengths. In a business that features, finances, 
agriculture and chemistry, there are several hats to wear for success. 

“Lena knows all the chemistry,” David said. “Lena does the business 
side and I am the laborer working the vines, I enjoy that.”

David also is engaged in making wine.
“He has his strong points and I have my strong points,” Lena said. 

“We play off  each other.” 
“With wine, we learn together. We also give each other space.”
Some days, there might not be much space. And there is plenty of  

room for help and that is where family has come in, particularly in the 
form of  the couple’s daughters. Savannah, 20, and Chloe, 18, spent 
most of  their lives on the vineyard and attend Lee College. 

“When we were younger, we had to do a lot of  work,” Savannah 
said. “We had to prune the vines and bottled with all of  our family and 

helped cork. We grew up making a lot of  friends.
“It has its days. When you are younger, you want to play but when 

we worked, they made it fun, getting to ride four-wheelers.”
Chloe said the work was hard but there was a benefit.
“We became strong carrying cases,” she said. 
Since the vineyard opened, a third daughter, Cora, was born. She is 

nine, attends Barbers Hill and follows her sisters footsteps in earning 
a work ethic at the vineyard. 

Cora said she enjoys a lot about the vineyard but one of  her favorite 
things is helping bottle. Those days often require more family to come 
in and lend a helping hand. 

“I work sometimes, and I like to run around the vineyard,” she said. 
While successful, the vineyard has had its challenges in the form of  

Mother Nature. 
It was devastated by Hurricane Harvey. The disaster turned out to 

be among the worst and best of  times for the vineyard.
“It set us back like so many other people,” David said. “We had 

to redo everything. The community came together. People came 
and helped us out. We had to replace tile on the floor and replace 
sheetrock.”

Both David and Lena can’t say enough about the loyalty of  their 
customers. They have seen them grow professionally over the years 
and in many cases become friends. It has been their favorite surprise.

“The support we get from our community and how we were 
welcomed, and they helped us grow,” Lena said. “You see the support 
from the sip and sign (petition drive) and I didn’t expect that.

“I get chills when I think about it.”
David added there are family and friends the vineyard helped create.
With 15 years in the books, there is the future to look forward to. 

David said there are plans to add a bed and breakfast in the next couple 
of  years. There are also discussions on a boutique. With the planned 
additions, Lena said it is important to keep the vineyard’s personality 
intact. 

“We want to maintain the dignity of  being an intimate vineyard and 
being exclusive to the community,” she said. “We want to make it cozy 
and make it welcoming.”
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The Yepez girls posed for a picture for The 
Baytown Sun when the vineyard opened in 

2005. Since that picture, Chloe, left, and 
Savannah, right, have put a lot of work in the 

enterprise as another daughter, Cora, middle, 
has joined the family business. 

Lena and David Yepez have seen their partnership in marriage extend into a successful business venture as their vineyard enters its 15th year. 
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Police Chief R.H. "Bo" Turner swears in new officers Roger 
Clifford, center, and Raul Budd on April 22, 1980.

By Mark Fleming
Sometimes a call to ministry comes at an unexpected place—and leads 

to an unexpected destination.
Forty years ago, a young Bible School graduate found his calling in 

a fast food drive-through, which led to a career in the Baytown Police 
Department where he is soon to retire as the department’s longest-serving 
officer.

Roger Clifford, a Kansas native, came to work with a church in 
Hutchinson, Kansas. “The local police and sheriff ’s department were 
looking for chaplains. I was 21 and I had just graduated from Bible 
College. I told my wife, ‘I think I’ll try that and see if  I can be of  any help 
as a chaplain.’”

“That was my first exposure to law enforcement other than getting 
stopped for a ticket one time,” he said.

Volunteer service as a chaplain introduced him to the work of  patrol 
officers as he rode along with them and also responded to crisis events 
like suicides. “I found it quite exciting.”

The woman he was married to at the time was from Baytown, and soon 
the couple decided to move to her hometown in 1976, where Clifford 
worked for a while in businesses owned by his father-in-law.

Then, things changed. “I was going through the Jack-in-the-Box over 
there at Bay Plaza, and there was on the window by the pick-up window a 
brochure that said ‘Baytown Police Department is now hiring.’”

He had enjoyed being a police chaplain, so thought he might like being 
a police officer.

Clifford told his wife, “I’ll go through the hiring process and if  I get 
hired, I’ll kind of  take that as a sign from the Lord that it must be OK for 
me to do it. I can probably do that for one or two years until I figure out 

Roger Clifford's son, Jeremy, assists in the ceremony when 
Clifford was promoted to sergeant in 1991. Police Chief 
Aubrey Henscey looks on.Baytown Police Department Assistant Chief 

Roger Clifford

ASSISTANT CHIEF CLIFFORD TO RETIRE
after 40 years with Baytown Police Department
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Roger Clifford at the police academy

Assistant Chief Roger Clifford, center, holds a photo of murder suspect 
Brandon Flores in a 2015 press conference. Behind him are Baytown 
Police Chief Keith Dougherty, left, and Chambers County Sheriff Brian 
Hawthorne.

what I really want to do.”
In spite of  there being a lot of  applicants in a difficult 

economic time—U.S. Steel had just closed—Clifford scored 
near the top on the civil service test. The few above him were 
disqualified for various reasons, so he was hired.

“Honestly I had no idea what I was getting into,” he said.
When Clifford started with Baytown Police Department, he 

had to buy his own belt, holster, handcuffs and weapon. “Any 
piece of  equipment I needed to do the job of  a police officer I 
had to pay for. They only thing they gave me was a uniform.”

Even that consisted of  giving him a box of  uniforms to dig 
through and find two that fit. 

“If  we hire somebody now, they not only have to go through 
all these background checks and everything like that, but they 
have to immediately get into some kind of  basic police academy. 
When I came to work here, I was immediately given a badge 
and told how to wear my uniform and I was assigned to a field 
training officer.” 

After about two weeks, his field training officer realized 
Clifford had never even shot a pistol. Another cadet hired at the 
same time, Raul Budd, also had never fired one either.

“The next day Raul and I found ourselves in the ladies’ 
firearm class out at the police range,” he said. “We spent two 
weeks in a ladies’ firearms class learning how to shoot pistols.”

Despite that shaky start, Clifford stayed at the department, 
spending 12 years in patrol and seven years as a patrol sergeant. 
He became a captain in 2001—Baytown later re-titled its three 
captains as assistant chiefs, the rank Clifford now holds.

He spent several years with a Houston-based drug task force, 
but still working for BPD. However, after the 9-11 attack, federal 
funding started prioritizing terrorism over drug enforcement, 
and the task force was ultimately disbanded and he returned 
to Baytown, becoming captain over support services, including 
investigations. He is now over community services.

Over the years he has served in numerous roles, including as 
a field training officer and supervisor, hostage negotiator and 
SWAT team commander.

Clifford said he started his career in law enforcement at the 
tail end of  an era and the start of  a new, more professional 
approach.

That change accelerated with the famous video of  the beating 
of  Rodney King in Los Angeles, he said. 

“It uncovered an ugly side of  law enforcement that never 
should have existed,” he said. “It uncovered a side of  law 
enforcement that just shocked the conscience of  the average 
citizen. Laws changed and policies were enacted, and we were 
held to a higher degree of  accountability, which I applaud and 
absolutely agree with.”

As Clifford prepares for retirement, he said he still wants to 
serve. “As a Christian man I can see God’s hand bringing me to 
this calling,” he said.

He is deeply involved in the ministries of  his church, including 
an addiction ministry hto which he plans to devote more time.

For now, though, he’s looking forward to April, to celebrate—
and retire from—40 years with Baytown police.



14 Greater Baytown - March 2020

By Michael Pineda

Outdoor sports have been part of  Charlie 
Morgan’s life since he was a child. Growing 
up on the rivers and bayous of  Chambers 
County, Morgan fell in love with fishing and 
the water. That love carried over into marriage 
and retirement, even when age and health 
have prevented him from soaking a line. 

At the age of  81, Morgan keeps himself  
occupied with making cast nets. It is an art 
he learned at the age of  eight from his father 

Sherry, who was a commercial fisherman. 
“He made them in cotton twine back then,” 

Morgan said. “It took three days to make one 
four foot long with an eight foot spread.”

Times have changed and so have materials. 
Morgan now shops at Hobby Lobby 
where he buys nylon. The needles are now 
manufactured but in the past, he made them 
out of  cane and still keeps a couple around 
the house. It is a way to stay close to a hobby 
that meant so much to him.

“My favorite fishing spot is Old River in 

Charlie & Barbara Morgan with one of his cast nets that he has made. 
He learned how to make cast nets from his father when he was 8.

PUTTING AN OLD 
SKILL TO USE

Cast nets keeps Baytown man close to fishing

Baytown Sun photos
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Chambers County,” he said. “The biggest fish I caught, one was 
a 25-pound blue catfish and another was a 100-pound flathead or 
mud catfish. It took a while. We used a gaffe hook and the fight 
was on.”

Morgan said the best part of  fishing was eating it and he was very 
successful at keeping the refrigerator stocked. He recalled a time he 
took his wife Barbara out fishing for the first time. They went out 
to the Trinity River where he had trotlines and there was a 
fish on every hook. 

“She was knee deep in fish that day,” he said. 
The couple was married 25 years ago. At that time, 

Morgan said he sold his house, loaded his boat and moved 
to Baytown. During his life, he has been a roughneck, 
worked on tugboats on the Mississippi River and worked 
for Gulf  Oil Association for 33 years where he was known 
as ‘Catfish.’ 

At one time, he had five outboard motors and four 
boats depending on what he intended to catch ranging 
from shrimp to catfish. Morgan added he has also had 10 
outboard motors stolen from him. But that is all in the past. 

Once health caught up, he sold his boat to his son about 
five years ago and was looking for something to do. That 
is when he decided to begin making casting nets again. It 
keeps him busy and he makes some spending money.

“They cost $100 a foot and if  they go over a foot it is $8.30 
for each inch,” he said. “They are cheaper at the store but 

they use monofilament. I start with 36 knots and put in wideners 
every two rows. You just go until you get tired of  knitting.”

As far as using a net, Morgan recommends little white crawfish 
when catching catfish. And he knows the best place to find them.

“You can use the red crawfish or black crawfish but for the best 
results, you use the white crawfish,” he said. “I found them on the 
Old River.”

Baytown Sun photos

A cast net in the beginning stages. Below it is a net that Charlie 
Morgan specially made for his wife Barbara. 
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By Michael Pineda
The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo is a tradition that tucks 

neatly into Texas lore and its takes an army of  volunteer to ensure it 
runs smoothly. 

Tracie Brown Fisher 
took advantage of  
an opportunity to 
participate in the 
volunteer program 
seven years ago and 
she was hooked. As 
a member of  the 
gatekeeper committee 
she could easily serve 
as a spokesman for the 
event, so deep is her 
conviction on its impact 
for the community. 

“If  you truly want 
to make a difference 
in the world and you 
are not sure, this 
is an organization 
that you can make a 
difference,” Fisher 
said. “Your volunteer 
time is valuable to the 
scholarship recipients 
and the community as a 
whole. A lot of  people 
have the misconception 
that the rodeo is the only 
time it has a presence. 

“There are programs 
behind the scenes. 
There are the Go 
Texan Committees, 
art committees, 
preparations that go on 
throughout the year.”

Prior to volunteering, 
Fisher had attended the 
rodeo and taken part in the events. The first time she attended was 
back in the mid-1980’s to see Ricky Skaggs.

“I remember sitting there thinking, ‘Wow, this is phenomenal,’” 
Fisher said. “As a country girl who grew up on two lane roads, I had 
never been to a place like the Astrodome. I was enthused about the 
whole production.”

She attended the barbecue cook-offs and even competed as part 
of  a team, the Surebet Cookers. Fisher learned a new skill that 
involved Jello and a grocery store saw its profits grow that day. More 
importantly, she saw a badge and it planted a seed.

“I saw the badge holders with their accolades and thought, I would 
like to try that some 
time,” she said. 

The opportunity 
came when an old 
friend of  Fisher’s ex-
husband asked her, and 
her daughter Haylee 
Bogie Ponce, if  they  
would be interested 
in participating in the 
volunteer program. 

“We signed up and I 
have never regretted it,” 
she said. 

Fisher joined the 
gatekeeper committee 
and became one of  the 
people who greet people 
as they arrive at the 
rodeo.

“I like people, I am 
a people person,” she 
said. “You have the best 
opportunity to meet 
and greet people who 
come to the rodeo and 
I genuinely like people. 
It was the perfect 
committee for me.”

Fisher said each 
year, volunteers are 
reminded their faces and 
personalities are the first 
people encounter at the 
rodeo. Needless to say, 
she eagerly accepts the 
challenge. 

Volunteers are 
required to work five shifts chosen at random. Uniforms consist of  
dark jeans, white shirts and beige vests, which volunteers purchase. 
There are some perks to the trade. There is parking unless the show 
has someone along the lines of  George Strait or Garth Brooks 
performing. Volunteers get first dibs on carnival tickets. 

Tracie Brown Fisher and her daughter, Haylee Bogie Ponce

RODEO VOLUNTEERS A TRADITION
Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo
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They are also allowed entry into the barbecue cook-off. Volunteers 
can also bring a guest to see some of  the shows. 

For every perk, the volunteers put in the work to earn it. Usually a 
shift is on average six to 10 hours, which means a lot of  time on the 
feet.

“My dogs are usually barking by the end of  it but I still wouldn’t 
trade it,” she said. 

As a gatekeeper, there is any number of  areas to work. They must 
also have an idea of  where things are located to help guide people 
along the way. It comes with a number of  varied experiences. 

“I have had the honor and fortune of  working on Veterans and 
International Day, Special Education Days and morning shifts for 
education,” Fisher said. 

“I have worked the grand entry gate where stars come in and out. 
I have seen people I know, mayors, representatives, teachers, doctors, 
lawyers and show executives. It is our job to smile, greet, welcome 

everybody and be as informed as we possibly can.
“I have worked in the rain and the cold. The captains of  our team 

always make sure we had snacks and the older people had chairs to rest 
their feet. Each aspect, it works like a well-oiled machine.”

The volunteers develop relationships over the years. They look out 
for each other and become friends. 

“I have met some extremely good individuals,” Fisher said. “We 
have become not only committee members but family members. 
When one hurts, we all hurt.”

All are rewarded for the good that comes from the rodeo. There is 
a general meeting that takes place each year, about 60 days before the 
rodeo. It gives the volunteers an opportunity to seek their impact.

“Scholarship recipients give their report about how being a recipient 
changed their life,” Fisher said. “I have yet to see a recipient step to 
the podium and tears not well up in their eyes and they are genuinely 
thankful for the rodeo and what it meant to their lives.”

Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo gatekeeper volunteers
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Heather Betancourth, District 4 councilwoman, stands next 
to the City of Baytown’s first “Mini Mural” located on Emmett 
Hutto Blvd. near Rollingbrook in this 2018 photo. 

By Matt Hollis

Baytown has become a sort of  a canvas for artists to 
express themselves through colorful mini murals that have 
appeared around town. 

The painting of  the mini murals is part of  the Public Art 
Program, where the City of  Baytown’s Tourism division, the 
Baytown Art League, Lee College, and other community 
partners came together with a plan to beautify the city.

It started by painting an abandoned storefront at 124 W. 
Texas Ave. The Sterling Municipal Library walls were also 
painted. Then, brightly tinted umbrellas were hung in an 
alley along the avenue. Now around town, traffic cabinets 
have been decorated with imaginative colors and images, 
and sometimes with recognizable logos, giving the city an 
aesthetically unique flavor.

Driving around town, you might come to a stop at a traffic 
light and gaze upon a flowery image on a traffic cabinet. 
Or if  you are near Robert E. Lee High School and see the 
famous Ganders logo. Or near Lee College, where you can 
see a cabinet painted with the college’s colors and logo. Other 
cabinets have murals that depict images in blue, red, green, 
orange, purple and every other color in existence. Some also 
show famous landmarks such as the Fred Hartman Bridge. 

The citizens’ reaction to the mini murals has been positive, 
according to Alice Jauregui, the city’s spokeswomen.

“Tourism monitored reactions to our mini mural posts on 
both Facebook and Instagram as well as through personal 
communications,” Jauregui said. “Overall, they were a very 
popular addition.”

Jauregui said at the beginning of  this project, the goal was 
to wrap 10 cabinets.

“We are overjoyed that upon completion, we will have 
wrapped 25,” she said.

Asked if  the city has more planned, Jauregui said two more 
cabinets are scheduled to be wrapped in the Historic West 
End.

“For the first time, people from the neighborhood will 
play a role in selecting the designs,” she said. “Developing 
pathways for citizens to have input into the process of  
creating art in their neighborhood is a growing emphasis of  
the Public Art Program.”

Jauregui said after the West End cabinets are complete, 
the city will be putting the cabinet installations on hold to 
evaluate the future of  the program.

“During this time, other public art opportunities will 
be explored,” Jauregui said. “The city is looking forward 
to implementing projects which will incorporate public 
engagement into the Public Art Program.”

For more information about these mini murals, visit www.
visitbaytown.com/post/minimuralartbaytown.

MINI 
MURALS 
gaining
popularity 
in baytown 





1. I was born in Darnall Army Hospital, in 
Fort Hood, Texas.

2.  I lived three years on a military base in 
Aschaffenburg, Germany, where I attended 
my first years of elementary. 

3. I have two beautiful kids: Emma Kate and 
Max

4. When I was a kid, I won an art project 
called; “Beautification of Baytown” and 
received an award from the Baytown city 
manager. Ever since then, I have been 
passionate about beautiful green grass 
and landscaping. 

5. At the age of 16, I purchased my first old 
car for $1,000. I repaired it myself and 
sold it for $3,950, making my first business 
deal.  

6. At the age of 18, I started my first business 
selling and installing customized stereos 
systems. 

7. I earned an associate degree in business 
from Lee College and a bachelor’s degree 
in business from the University of Houston 
Clear Lake. 

8. In 2003, I acquired, Baytown Motors  
Bodyshop for where I had previously 
worked as a painter. This later became  
the first Frank’s Collision Repair. 

9. In 2010, I painted a 1955 Maserati for 
a car show in Lake Como, Italy. The     
Maserati was recently sold for $5.1 million. 

10. With five locations, Frank’s Collision Repair 
has become a successful multiple shop 
organization with over 100 employees. 

Baytown • Crosby • Dayton • Clear Lake • La Porte

10 Things  You Didn’t Know About 
Frank 
McClosky
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By Matt Hollis

Sculptor Craig Campobella has a special propensity 
when it comes to creating Texas historical figures. 

“There is a saying that goes ‘I’m not from Texas, but 
I got here as fast as I could,’” Campobella said. “My 
saying is, ‘I’m from Texas, I’m not leaving, and you 
can’t make me.’” 

Born in downtown Houston, Campobella has made 
statues that make the pages of  Texas history books 
come alive. He created The Texian, a 14-foot bronze 
statue of  a fighting man from the Texas Revolution. 
He also made statues of  legends in the music industry 
such as Delbert McClinton, Guy Clark and Marty 
Stuart. 

His latest creation is two life-sized statues of  
William Barrett Travis and  Patrick Jack. The six-foot-
tall statues will soon be placed at Fort Anahuac Park. 
Travis is a hero of  the Alamo while Jack, a lawyer, was 
his sidekick. Travis came to Anahuac before he went 
to the Alamo. They apparently were placed in jail there 
in the early days of  the Texas Revolution. 

Campobella received a phone call from a member 

HISTORICAL 
FIGURES 

coming to 
Fort Anahuac Park 
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of  the Sons of  the Republic of  Texas.
“He told me about what the historical society 

in Chambers County were wanting to attempt,” 
Campobella said. “I sent an email with my previous 
work and basically let them know I would love to be 
considered.”

Campobella said he faced some competition in 
being selected for the job. 

“From what I understand, they chose three 
finalists from their process, and I was one of  them,” 
he said. “We had face-to-face meetings, and I’m sure 
each candidate brought their ideas to the table. They 
eventually contacted me and informed me I was their 
choice.”

Campobella said in the sculpture world, the 
competition is always fierce.

“I’m not sure why they chose me over the others,” 
he said. “Perhaps my past work dealing with historical 
subjects helped me in this case. Believe it when I 
say it wasn’t my looks or charm. Both of  which are 
lacking to an easily recognizable degree.”

Sculpting can tell a story in a unique fashion, 
Campobella said. 

“Humans have been drawing, beating,  writing 
and scraping on things since whenever,” Campobella 

said. “Telling stories around the campfire. Singing 
songs and dancing. Expressing our desires, fears, 
exploits and other experiences is obviously hard-
wired into us. And sculpting everything from wild 
animals to fertility offerings to great warriors and 
statesmen, too. Then, we started sculpting each other 
more to tell the stories of  leadership, visionaries and 
heroism.”

Campobella said sculpting pays honor to great acts.
“I am inspired by people that fall into those 

categories,” he said. “It doesn’t hurt to know about 
great courage and selfless acts. It doesn’t hurt to be 
inspired.”

Campobella got into sculpting after taking his 
mother to an art store to buy her some oil painting 
supplies so she could paint a few or three landscapes 
for his home. “She took forever to decide what she 
wanted,” he said. “At some point late into the fourth 
hour, I bought some self-drying clay. I went home 
that night and sculpted an Indian sitting on a rock. 
A friend bought it the next week. I bought more clay 
and haven’t stopped since then, and now that is 32 
years ago.”

Campobella said it is not easy to describe how he 
sculpts his figures. 

A sculpture of William Barrett Travis by Craig Campobella, soon to be in Fort Anahuac Park
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“The world at large is going 100 mph. My world is a steady 3 mph,” 
he said. “It’s very old school and all hand done. It is long, slow, tedious 
and many talented people are part of  creating a bronze monument.”

Campobella said sculptures give 360 degrees of  a story. 
“360 paintings. 360 drawings. And with real bronze, the story can 

be told around the clock for 3,000 years easily,” he said. “That’s a 
good investment if  you think about it.”

Campobella said he gave himself  one year for the Fort Anahuac 
statue project.

“When the clock starts, you have tons of  research to do,” 
Campobella said. “Period dress is important. How the fabrics from 
each era wrinkle and move is important to me. But, I had lots of  help 
from the folks in Chambers County and Anahuac to the Sons of  the 
Republic of  Texas. Great help. Enthusiastic help.”

The bronze statues were made with a “lost wax method,” 
Campobella said.

“It’s an ancient process,” he said.
Campobella said he hopes the viewer of  the statues will be 

transported to the moment in time it captures. 
“Conveying what they looked like and what they were feeling at 

that moment is the goal,” he said. 
Campobella said the two bronzes are safely stored at an undisclosed 

location awaiting their “marching orders.”
Campobella said Sheryl Shaw, head of  the Chambers County 

Historical Commission, and her crew were helpful in his quest to 
create the statues. 

“They are so easy to work for and with,” he said. “The folks at 
Chambers County Courthouse were accommodating and helpful. 
The Sons of  the Republic of  Texas are always an important resource 
for me and ready to play along.”

Campobella also thanked his “assistants” Jim Murph and Wes Bush.
“They are always ridiculously helpful with everything,” Campobella 

said. “I also thank my wife and daughter. And God, for giving me an 
occupation that keeps me out of  people’s hair for great stretches of  
time.”

Sculptor 
Craig Campobella 

A sculpture of Patrick Jack

Eastside

Lic. # 599957

4515 Ferry Rd
Baytown, TX 77521
281.839.7889

605 West Clayton 
Ste. A.
Dayton, TX 77535
936.340.2300

2 Locations
to better serve you

CHRISTINE SHEPHERD
BROKER/OWNER

936.3
Call 281-830-3948

Cshepherd@remax.net
www.remaxbaytown.com



27Greater Baytown - March 2020

Corkcicle / Gifts & More

Tyler Candles

Apparel  for all!

Jadelynn Brooke

Free People

KUT & Dear John Demim

713-248-8133 | hautestufftx.com
911 Massey Tompkins, Baytown, TX  77521 

Abreu Family Practice

Abreu Family Practice
1600 James Bowie Drive Suite C104

Baytown, TX 77520
346.775.8485 | 346.775.4528
www.abreufamilypractice.com

Abreu Family Practice provides comprehensive healthcare for adults, 
adolescents and children. The clinic serves as a primary care facility 

for disease prevention and for chronic disease management; such as: 
high cholesterol, diabetes, high blood pressure, thyroid disorders, 

asthma, depression and much more.
As a primary care practice, we can help you with routine physicals, 
labs, immunizations and management of acute medical conditions. 
We are dedicated to the application of evidence-based medicine 

and up-to-date care.
Annual Physicals | Illness & Injury | Chronic Conditions | Pediatrics | Gynecology | 

Geriatric Care | Orthopedics

Building Design & Planning

• Civil/Structural    
   Design
• Building Design
• Residential
• Commercial
• Land Planning  
  & Development

www.carnesengineering.com

12605 IH-10 East • (Exit FM 3180)
281-385-1200

Building Design & Planning



28 Greater Baytown - March 2020

Through The Baytown Project, David Berkowitz shines 
a light on everyday people in the greater Baytown 
area. Follow along at thebaytownproject.com, or on 
Facebook and Instagram.

JimBob 
Hirst

“I have this innate love of  reading, learning 
and challenging authority. I read all kinds of  
books about science, history, religion. A lot 
of  them are simply reference books. I have 
several sets of  encyclopedias and history 
books. I don’t read one at a time, and I don’t 
read books all the way through. Sometimes 
I’ll turn to an area I’m interested in and just 
read that. I hop around a lot. 

“I couldn’t tell you how many books I’ve 
read in my life — probably tens of  thousands. 
I have two storage units full of  books, and 

lots of  other stuff. At home, I recently had 
a collapse of  books, and I haven’t had the 
energy to pick them all up. In my room, 
they’re just stacked to the wall. 

“I don’t have a computer. So when I find a 
book that I’m interested in buying and I save 
up enough money, my son orders it for me. 
I’ve been reading a lot of  science fiction and 
fantasy lately. The library has lots of  those on 
sale. I can get five paperbacks for $1. Since I 
live on Social Security, that’s a great way to get 
a lot of  good reading material. 

“My sisters say that when I die, it’s all going 
to be a big bonfire. Nothing lasts forever. But 
to me, books are more precious than gold. 

“There are so many good books out there. 
A person could read 10 lifetimes and not 
even scratch the surface. That’s the great 
thing about books. There’s something for 
everybody. As Solomon said, ‘Of  making 
many books there is no end; and much study 
is a weariness of  the flesh.’ Because you can 
never read them all.”

JimBob Hirst is an armchair theologian who enjoys studying ancient writings.
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“When I started, I painted very simplistic rocks. They might 
have a little heart or a bee on them. Then I saw what other 
people were doing, this very detailed artistic work, and I 
decided to challenge my abilities. I found a bunch of  ideas 
for designs online, and I just started painting. It’s been great 
fun. 
“I’ve painted all sorts of  things. I love to paint 

encouragement phrases, lettering with flowers and details. I 
also started getting requests from people for specific things, 
like a memorial rock for their pet that passed away. It kind of  
mushroomed into a pretty big thing. Before I knew it, I had 

painted hundreds and hundreds of  rocks. 
“Besides being a great artistic outlet for me, I really enjoy 

hiding rocks around town for others to find. People will post 
photos showing their kids holding some of  my rocks. And 
they’ve got these big, beautiful smiles on their faces. I’ve also 
seen tears for the rocks placed at loved ones’ graves. The 
impact these rocks can have on people is really amazing. 
“The ability to spread a little happiness, a little hope, makes 

what I do so meaningful. It’s more than a hobby. It’s building 
a connection with people.”

Vickie Sims

Vickie Sims belongs to the Baytown Rocks group on Facebook.
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Photos and stories in The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz

Erick Ponce
“I work with a trainer on reality-based self-defense. 

It’s not for competition or anything like that. It’s 
more about being prepared for what you might face 
out there on the streets, like assaults and multiple 
attackers. I just think the world is getting crazier and 
crazier. You never know what kind of  situation you 
might find yourself  in. So you need to be prepared 
both physically and mentally. 

“We do combat-style training using things like 
submissions and jiu-jitsu. We train with knives, bats 
and all that good stuff. We also do stick fighting. 
People talk about carrying concealed weapons. But 
what if  you don’t have your gun with you one time, 
and you’re attacked while walking in the park? If  
you can quickly find a stick or something else, at 
least you’ll know how to use it. And it’s not only 
for you. What if  you had your daughter with you, 
and they were trying to abduct her or something? 
You’re going to do whatever it takes to make sure 
that doesn’t happen. 

“It’s not like you’re out there looking to fight 
someone, though. You want to de-escalate situations 
whenever possible. You don’t want to get hurt. But 
as somebody who knows how to fight, and knows 
the damage you can do to someone else, you don’t 
want to see them get hurt if  it’s not totally necessary. 

“I think that knowing this kind of  stuff  increases 
your chances of  survival. Maybe it’s just by 5%. But 
in a world of  probabilities, that’s something.”

Erick Ponce is a certified personal trainer and nutritional consultant.
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When Al Dennis went home, he didn’t do it as 
a Robert E. Lee Gander alum, but rather as a big 
name on a new campus.

Dennis returned to Baytown in 1967 as a 
member of  the new Ross S. Sterling football 
coaching staff  and coached under Roland Kudla.

“There was no tradition at that point because 
it was a new school, so it was a battle,” Dennis 
said. “We were able to do it because of  the 
people we had playing for us. 

“When I was in high school, we only had one 
high school. The game between the two schools 
is what I would say ‘you hated to play it, but 
loved to play it,’

“That was a tough ballgame every year.”
Dennis, 77, was hired to replace Jim Hess 

as head coach, and became the winningest 
football coach in the history of  the Sterling 
program, going 84-34-6 over 11 seasons for a 
.702 winning percentage and managing to get 
the Rangers to the 1972 state title game, losing 
to Odessa Permian, 37-7.

“They were from one of  the best districts in 
West Texas and it was a lesson to be learned 
for us,” Dennis said. “We were going through 
growing pains with Coach Kudla, but we 

competed. Jim did a great job when he came 
in and pulled all of  us together in the right 
frame of  mind to create a winning program.”

Not bad to get to a title game considering 
he lost the season opener and ran off  13 
straight wins after that to play for the Class 
4A big trophy at the University of  Texas.

“We had a winning attitude because they 
had been winning the whole time they had 
been there,” Dennis said. “We had a good 
string of  coaches and players who stuck 
together. We were consistent with our 
program.”

All told, Sterling made the playoffs five 
times under Dennis and that was when 
they only took the district winners to the 
postseason. The Rangers won or tied for six 
district crowns.

Dennis came over to Baytown from 
Houston where he coached at Jones High 
School and saw some postseason success.

“I was very fortunate to be there, because 
it was a great program,” Dennis said of  the 
now shuttered school.

After football he moved to administrative 
work at Horace Mann Junior and ultimately 
was principal and superintendent at Barbers 
Hill.

Since then, he and his wife Paula have moved to a 
retirement community in Austin, where they have lived for 
the past 15 years.

“I play cards, but I can’t play golf  because I have back 
problems,” Dennis said. “My wife is very active in the 
community and we have made a lot of  good friends. It’s 
been good for us to be a part of  this community.”

Dennis admits he reminisces about football daily and still 
makes trips to see good high school football around the 
state.

“If  I was a defensive coach, I would pull what hair I 
have left, out,” Dennis said. “Some of  these offensives are 
unbelievable. They just run up and down the field. If  you 
can’t cover a receiver in the open field, you will get the devil 
beat out of  you.”

Where are they Now?
Al Dennis

By Alan Dale

Al Dennis

Al and 
Paula 
Dennis
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INDUSTRY OUR GROWTH 

CONTINUES

Brighter
Business Ahead!

  2830 North FM 565, Suite 200
www.
 eWCCCC.com

281•576•5440

BAYTOWN AREA AND CHAMBERS COUNTY 
DISASTER RECOVERY REBUILDING LIVES

Jason Slaughter
Jason Slaughter’s home was swept away in the flood waters 
of Hurricane Harvey. His mother, Beverly Hawkins, purchased 
a shell home and the disaster recovery team took it from 
there to completion.
From left Guido Persiani, Gretchen Knowles, John Stewart, 
Beverly Hawkins, Ron Hunt, Jason Slaughter, Gail Kenny, 
Brittany Rodriguez, Roy Fontenot and Patricia Wells.

Freddie Pearl Collins

Each homeowner has a “Welcome Home Celebration” and receives a peace plant, a prayer and 
many smiles from volunteers. From left Ron Hunt, Guido Persiani, Pastor Ernest Bryson, Gretchen 
Knowles, Gail Kenny, John Stewart, Brittany Rodriguez, Freddie Pearl Collins, Patricia Wells and Roy 
Fontenot.

photos by Carol Skewes

United Way of Greater 
Baytown & Chambers County 
formed a disaster recovery team 
in 2017 following Hurricane 
Harvey. In line with their mission, 
they strive to impact communities 
in three key areas of education, 
financial stability, and health.

Baytown Area and Chambers 
County Disaster Recovery 
does just that. They repair or 
rebuild the homes of victims 
of Hurricane Harvey or other 
storms since, based on the 
client meeting certain criteria for 
eligibility. Here are a few of the 80 
homes completed so far.

The need is great. Learn more 
by visiting the Baytown Area 
& Chambers County Disaster 
Recovery. To volunteer, visit: 
https://www.unitedwaygbacc.
org/disaster-recovery-volunteer-
application

New Construction, McNair, Harris County

Remodeled Home, McNair
Harris County
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Carolyn Speights
Remodeled Home
Hankamer

“I am so thankful for what everyone 
has done for me and my home.  There 
is no way I could have finished all this 
work without you.  I am so thankful,” 
said Carolyn Speights.

This home was affected by both 
Imelda and Harvey.  The home 
suffered extensive floor damage, loss 
of  insulation, plumbing issues as well 
as loss of  appliances.  UWGBACC was 
able to complete flooring throughout 
the home, update plumbing and 
sheetrock as well as replace appliances.  

New Construction
Hankamer, Chambers County

“I enjoyed watching the progress of  my home being built  
from the beginning  to the end.  I am so thankful to everyone 
who helped me get here.”  Harriot Williams    

Ms. Williams was confined to the livingroom of  a 20-year-
old FEMA trailer due to the amount of  mold that had 
grown throughout the unit.  United Way was able to assist 
with demolishing the old trailer, building a new home and 
providing all appliances. Saint Vincent De Paul provided 
the homeowner with a house-in-a-box to complete this 
restoration.  “This was a great opportunity to collaborate and 
make another family whole,” said Disaster Recovery Manager 
Patricia Wells.

Harriot Williams

United Way photosHarriot Williams is pictured with the 
United Way disaster recovery team.

Carolyn Speights is pictured with the 
United Way disaster recovery team.
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Johnnie Jones and Batina Smith

Briana Thomas and Katrina Victor

Yvonne Thomas-Chapa DMD and Auhnica Mathis

A celebration of  African American History in Town 
Square February 22 was sponsored by Historic Baytown’s 
Arts, Culture and Entertainment Council.

Keynote speaker was Jolanda Jones, who is an attorney, 
author, human rights activist, former Houston City Council 
member and former Houston ISD trustee, currently 
candidate for Harris County Tax Assessor.

Featured performances included vocalist R. L. Bell, 
the Swag Boys National Step Team, a poetry reading by 
Joann Blanchard, a presentation by local historian J. Warren 
Singleton, dancing by the Prancing Starlettes Majorette 
Team and a guest appearance by local high school senior 
De’Andre Arnold.

Black History Month



Marietta Hamilton sings the 
Black History Anthem

Pastor Gregory Griffin and Batina Smith

From left Yvonne 
Thomas-Chapa DMD, 
Pastor J.D. Taylor, 
Warren Singleton, 
Jolanda Jones, 
Ayanna Rhodes and 
Baytown Councilman 
Charles Johnson

photos by 
Michael Pineda

A Celebration
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EPICUREAN EVENING
A local taste of the town, presented by ExxonMobil

ExxonMobil Refinery Manager Dan 
Helgesen with his family, William, Jeannie 
and Elizabeth Helgesen

Classic Fare Catering: Teofila Reyes, Raina Carranza, Roshelle Stevenson, 
Chef Franchesca Bland, Kirsten Kruizenga, Natalie Edwards, Vero Magaña and 
Alma Rodriguez

Neva White, Pattye Webb and Elizabeth 
Dreyer

Pilot Club members Carolyn Parrish, Judy 
Wheat and Gladys Pryor

Chef Eddie Molina, Shelia Rios, General 
Manager Victoria Hendrix of the new 
Mont Belvieu Floyd’s

Pipeline Grill’s Katelyn Faulk & April Huff



Meet Your Realtor

Karla Opryshek
Broker/Associate

CRS, ABR, MRP, ASR, 
NHS, MCNE

281-433-2281 | 4500 N. Main
kopryshek@cbunited.com

REAL ESTATE AGENT
Karla Opryshek 2017 - 2018

FIVE STAR

Karla Oprysshek

LET’S TALK
SOLD!Suzanne Gentry Heinrich

Realtor, Rotarian

Cell 281-610-8964
Off: 281-470-0655
suzanne.properties@gmail.com

Main Properties 
Real Estate

El Toro’s Merlinda Joseph (Bernie), David Reed, Charles Duran, guests Kendall 
David and Keryn Bieschke with “Toro” Flavio Sanchez

If you are looking for healthy and 
delicious salads, go no further. Stop in 
at Salata on Garth Road. Pictured are 
Beatriz Medrano and Chad George.

Epicurean Evening guests Gabby Haskins 
and Lacey Spells

Guests Patricia 
Combs and 
Bennie Kadjar

photos by
Carol Skewes

Denise 
and Kevin 
King 
check out 
the silent 
auction.

Advertise your Realty business here.
Call today.

281-422-8302
Email: dean.west@baytownsun.com

www.baytownsun.
com
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San Jacinto Elementary students (from left) Trent Williams, 
Rozelyn Vargas and Andrew Rivas Kinder show off their shirts 
on the 100th day of school for Goose Creek CISD. 

Bee-ware of Khoner Romero’s beehive full of 100 bees, buzzing 
about the 100th day of school at Alamo Elementary

Jacinto Elementary student Giancarlos Hernandez (right) 
reads for his teacher Norma Garcia on Goose Creek CISD’s 
100th day of school.

Kaily Perez from San Jacinto Elementary works on an 
assignment about the 100th day of school

Jaylin Reynaga shows off her tree of 100 hearts during Alamo 
Elementary School’s 100 Day Parade in celebration of the 100th 
day of school in Goose Creek CISD

Jocelyn Zheng, a pre-k student at Alamo Elementary, marches 
in the 100 Day Parade celebrating the 100th day of school in 
Goose Creek CIS
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GCCISD 100th DAY of SCHOOL 
Mrs. Aguillon’s third grade class for the 100th day of school at Stephen F. Austin Elementary.

Georgina Buenrostro, San Jacinto 
Elementary student, has 100 hearts on 
her shirt in honor of the 100th day of 
school in Goose Creek CISD.

Jayden Romero’s birdcage, made for the 
100th Day Parade at Alamo Elementary, 
houses 100 birds celebrating the 100th day 
of school for Goose Creek CISD

Photos by Carrie Pryor-Newman

Ruby Villarreal from San Jacinto 
Elementary counted the 100 puffballs 
on her shirt in honor of the 100th day of 
the school year
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PUBLIC SERVANTS 
OF THE YEAR

Public Servant of the Year Detective Orlando Jacobs with 
WCCCC President Macie Schubert and Chambers County 
Sheriff Brian Hawthorne. Mont Belvieu VFD Public Servant of the Year Jennifer Allum 

receives her Public Servant of the Year award. She is pictured 
with Macie Schubert and Director of Emergency Services Lee 
Atchison.

Macie Schubert and Ramiro Aleman

Jennifer Allum, Jared Wiggins of U.S. Congressman Brian Babin’s 
office, Chambers County Detective Orlando Jacobs, Barbara 
Holloway and Cove VFD’s Doug Dawson Macie Schubert and Jeffery Choate

photos by Carol Skewes

Chief Patrick McDonald of Beach City VFD announced two honorees who were not 
able to attend: Assistant Chief Clayton Graves and Leonard Richardson, Secretary & 
Treasurer for Beach City VFD. Mont Belvieu Police Department Public Servant of the 
Year Eric Stahl was not able to attend.
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Ryan Hotchkiss presents Barbara Holloway of Trinity 
Bay EMS the Public Servant of the Year Award.

Cove VFD’s Alan Aldrich presents Doug Dawson the 
Public Servant of the Year Award.

Sgt. Gordon Andrews received his nomination 
award from Macie Schubert.

Mont Belvieu Police Department’s Officer Michele 
Boufford received her nomination award.

Chambers County Sheriff’s Office Deputy 
Will Candeleri received his nomination award.

Chambers County Sheriff’s Office Cpl. Braeden 
Boznango received his nomination award from 
Macie Schubert.
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John Wayne fan extraordinaire 
Dr. Dennis Brown

The back-drop, life-size poster of 
John Wayne was 

provided courtesy of 
Rooster’s Steak House

DR. DENNIS BROWN 
CELEBRATES RETIREMENT

LEE COLLEGE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
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John Hopkins, Dr. Dennis Brown, 
and Mary Litton

Ronn & Anna Lee Haddox, 
Dr. Keith Coburn

Jennifer Marcontell and 
Dr. Dennis Brown

Dr. Darlene Brown & Lily Veliz

Lee 
Brillhart,

long-time
friend, 

formerly of 
the YMCA

Regent Susan Moore-Fontenot
looks at a memory book published 
for Dr. Dennis Brown’s retirement.

State Representatives Ernest Bailes (Dist. 
18), Mary Ann Perez (Dist. 144) & Will 

Carter of U.S. Congressman Brian 
Babin’s office

Dr. Dennis Brown & 
Regent Daryl Fontenot

Lee College Board of Regents 
Chairman Mark Hall and 

Dr. Dennis Brown

Dr. Darlene Brown, Nancy Mann, 
Lily Veliz and Lindsey Sheridan

Baytown Councilman Charles 
Johnson and Chris Crease



HERE FOR STUDENTS. With ExxonMobil 

employees and retirees volunteering in the classroom 

and thousands in education grants being awarded 

each year, the future of Baytown’s students has never 

been brighter.


