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or call 281.428.2273 to find an orthopedic specialist.
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COVID-19 UPDATE – We are committed to you, even during these challenging times. Our orthopedic 
specialists are available to safely see patients virtually or in person, as needed.



3Greater Baytown - June 2020

18 convenient locations across Greater Houston

WE’RE
STILL HERE
for Your Orthopedic Care

Visit houstonmethodist.org/orthopedics 
or call 281.428.2273 to find an orthopedic specialist.

Houston Methodist  
Orthopedic Injury Clinic

Houston Methodist  
Orthopedics &  
Sports Medicine

Baytown

69

45

8

610

VIDEO VISITS
for new and

existing patients

IN-CLINIC
appointments,
when needed

SAME-DAY
orthopedic injury

appointments

ORTHOPEDIC 
IMAGING
(X-ray or MRI)

HOME 
DELIVERIES
(Crutches, braces, 

walking boots)

COVID-19 UPDATE – We are committed to you, even during these challenging times. Our orthopedic 
specialists are available to safely see patients virtually or in person, as needed.

VOL. 4, NO. 6
All material herein c. 2020, Southern Newspapers Inc., dba 
The Baytown Sun 1301 Memorial Drive Baytown, Texas 77520. 
No material herein may be reproduced in whole or in part by 
any means, including electronic retrieval systems, 
without written permission of the publisher.

The Baytown Sun

www.baytownsun.com•  281-422-8302
1301 Memorial Drive • Baytown, Texas

PUBLISHER
Carol Skewes
editor & publisher

ADVERTISING
ACCOUNT 

EXECUTIVES
Cathy Loftin
P. K. Wolfe

ACCOUNTING
Misty Warner 
business manager 

Deborah Robertson

CIRCULATION
Susan Jones

manager

Daisie Herndon

IMAGING
Bridgett Tucker

graphic designer

Martin Castillo
Garcia

graphic designer 

EDITORIAL
David Bloom 
managing editor

Michael Pineda
assistant managing editor

Alan Dale
sports editor

Matt Hollis
Mark Fleming

Welcome to the June issue of  Greater 
Baytown magazine, as we emerge from the 
coronavirus pandemic stay home orders and 
carefully venture back to work, shop and dine.

From Free Little Libraries (page 4), the 
Art League (page 6) or reading up on a local 
author (page 24), there is plenty to catch up 
on in Greater Baytown.

Learn about a senior squadron civil air 
patrol still flying high (page 10). 

Mallory Nailon is a new veterinarian in 
town (page 15).

Cedar Bayou Masonic Lodge turns 150 
(page 18).

An animal shelter’s foster program shows 
promise (page 23).

Baytown Parks & Recreation makes a few 
adjustments post COVID-19 (page 30).

Check out David Berkowitz’ The Baytown 
Project (page 32).

Check out the Health Care Heroes photo 
gallery, sponsored by Houston Methodist 
(pages 38-43).

Stay well and keep moving forward.
Thank you for reading.

Carol Skewes

On the cover
Submitted photo

This scenic photo, taken by Ashton Young, 
features the Fred Hartman Bridge at sunset.

Health Care Heroes 
photo gallery online at:

http://baytownsun.com/
healthcareheroes/#/gallery

is sponsored by Houston Methodist. 
Featured photos can be seen on pages 

38-43 of this issue.

Thank you to all our 
Health Care Heroes.

BAYTOWN
Greater LIFE ALONG THE TEXAS GULF COAST
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Lynne Foley and 
her husband Dan stand by 
the little library created in honor of 
his mother Gertie. The library has 
become a community favorite and 
was the first in east Harris County. 

4
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Free Little Libraries 

A PASSION FOR READING
By Michael Pineda

Gertie Foley would be thrilled to see how 
her love of  reading has impacted Baytown. 

Foley was not a resident of  the city but 
visited often to see her son Dan and his family, 
spending months in the warmer climate away 
from the harsher winters of  Minneapolis. 

After she passed, her daughter-in-law 
Lynne saw a story about Little Libraries in 
USA Today and couldn’t think of  a better way 
to honor Gertie, who was an avid reader. 

Not long after, Gertie’s little library became 
the first of  its kind in east Harris County 
and since then, a number of  sprung up 
throughout the city in businesses, apartment 
complexes and parks providing people with 
access to books. 

“She lived with us every winter and she was 
a voracious reader,” Lynne Foley said. “I saw 
the story about a man that created the first 
one and I told my husband Dan, we needed 
to do something like that for his mother’s 
memory.:

Using materials from around the house and 
a tool box, a Little Library was created that 
was waterproof  and that could be closed each 
night. Books for adults and kids are placed in 
the library for people in the neighborhood. 

“I put in my books, we have had books that 
have been donated and sometimes people 
come to my back door and leave books,” she 
said. “We seem to get rid of  them. I don’t 
want people to bring the books back, I want 
them to keep them.”

That is not all she wants people to keep. ‘
Foley has added a new twist to her library, 

placing snacks for the neighborhood kids. 
“For a while, I was putting fresh cookies 

out every day,” she said. “I was putting on 
extra pounds, so I figured I didn’t need to do 
that.”

Foley sits on the Nature Center board and 
is hopeful of  putting a little library on its 

grounds soon. 
“I want to talk to the board about it,” she 

said. “I think it could be something fun to 
do.”

It would be another fine addition to the 
collection of  little libraries throughout the 
city. Spearheading the effort is Academic 
Beginnings for Children program which 
operates out of  Lee College and the United 
Way of  Greater Baytown Area and Chambers 
County. The program figures to be even more 
vital to the community coming off  a semester 
in which children were educated outside of  
the classroom because of  the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Donna Mohlman, the co-chair for ABC, said 
there have been three to four libraries added 
in the past couple of  years as enthusiasm for 
the program has grown. 

“We received a big donation of  books,” she 
said. “Community Resource Federal Credit 
Union collected 1,300 books and donated to 
be put in the little libraries.”

Mohlman said the effort to place little 
libraries around town began in earnest in 
2017 through the efforts of  ABC. The first 
one was placed in a washeteria on Alexander 

with 12 others operated by the organization 
throughout the city.

The goal is to put books in kids’ hands who 
may have transportation issues or no books 
at home. There are libraries with books for 
adults as well such as the park which the 
United Way operates and the Foley’s. 

There are current plans to use old 
newspaper racks from The Baytown Sun and 
have them repurposed into libraries for use 
around the city. 

“It is all funded through donations,” 
Mohlman said. “Everything is donated except 
for a couple of  years ago. Lee College had 
its Huntsville students build some cases that 
went into the apartment complexes.”

With businesses reopening and things 
returning to some semblance of  normal, 
the libraries figure to be visited at a higher 
rate. Mohlman said she has been following 
state and national guideline and everything 
has been put on hold, but ideas are being 
developed. That is good news for kids who 
are looking forward to brushing up on their 
reading skills this summer. And in the case 
of  the Foleys, maybe getting their hands on 
a snack. 

Laura Rios with her children Kaitlin, 
Edward and John visit Gertie’s 

Little Library for books 
and a snack. 
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By Mark Fleming

The Art League of  Baytown will reopen its Texas Avenue Gallery after the 
Fourth of  July holiday with new hours and is planning its annual Members Art 
Show for later that month. The gallery is currently open by appointment.

Beginning July 9, the Art Center at 110 W. Texas Ave. will be open 5-8 p.m. 
Tuesday, and 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Thursday-Saturday. 

On the weeks of  the Town Square Farmers Market (third Saturday of  each 
month), the Saturday hours will be 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

The annual Members Art Show will open July 25. Art intake for exhibitors is 
July 23-24 and the reception for the show is 7-9 p.m. Aug. 15.

Everything, of  course, is subject to change. Like everyone else, the Art League 
is working its way through the COVID-19 pandemic and the disruption it has 
caused.

Summer Camp had to be canceled as well as in-person programs.
To keep the group’s artistic mission alive, though, the Art League has virtual 

tours and exhibits on its Facebook page and continues to post videos of  art skill 
demonstrations.

Art League President Kay Lynn Whitcomb said the group is also posting 
featured artists on its Facebook page to show off  some of  the work that is in 
the gallery.

When the Arts & Eats Fest at Town Square was canceled, artist Tyler Kay, who 
had been scheduled to do a live painting to be auctioned off  during the event, 
instead donated the painting to the Art League to be raffled off.

Raffle ticket sales for the painting, which is valued at $1,500, will go on sale 
when the gallery reopens July 9. Tickets are $5 each or five tickets for $20.

The painting is on display in the gallery’s front window, along with art by Art 
League members.

While some of  the art in the gallery is for display only, most of  it is 
available for purchase. You can contact the gallery through its Facebook page 
(ArtLeagueOfBaytown) or website (art-league-of-baytown.org) to schedule an 
appointment to see the gallery.

Some art from the Art League is also on display at Wazabi Sushi Bar and Sabor 
of  Mexico ice cream parlor.

A spring-like burst of color is a common theme to the paintings 
featured in the window of the Art League of Baytown gallery at 110 W. 
Texas Avenue. Kay Lynn Whitcomb currently leads the organization.Baytown Sun photos by Mark Fleming
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A spring-like burst of color is a common theme to the paintings 
featured in the window of the Art League of Baytown gallery at 110 W. 
Texas Avenue. Kay Lynn Whitcomb currently leads the organization.

Rhonda Holleman with 
the Baytown Art League 
stands by  paintings on 
display at the league’s 
gallery. Work by local 
artists is available for 
viewing and purchase by 
appointment now, with 
the gallery scheduled to 
reopen July 9.

Art League of Baytown 
past president Karen 
Knight with a painting by 
Tyler Kay. A raffle for the 
painting will begin when 
the gallery reopens July 9.

The Art League of 
Baytown recently elected 
Kay Lynn Whitcomb, left, 
as president. She followed 
Karen Knight in the office.



August 
• Giant Alumni: Brandon Capetillo
  Mayor of Baytown
  Lee High School graduate

• Giant Educators:
  Anna West and Angie Johnson
• Anna-Victoria Walker Elementary
  2019 Elementary Teacher of the Year
• Angie-Goose Creek Memorial
  2019 Secondary Teacher of the Year

• Giant Student(s): 
  Soham Datar,  Ashlyn Bernshausen, 
  Hannah Christensen and Everett Crutchfi eld
  Valedictorians for all 4 High Schools

September
• Giant Alumni: Rabeeka Saif
  Sterling High School Graduate
  Works for City of Baytown

• Giant Educator: Misty Dolgner
  Goose Creek Memorial 
  AVID Coordinator
  National AVID 
  Demonstration School

• Giant Student: 
  Armando Garcia
  Stuart Career Technical 
  High School

October
• Giant Alumni: Craig Contreras
  Lee High School Graduate
  Baytown Fire Department

• Giant Educator: 
  Jeff Strobl, Sterling High School

• Giant Student: 
  Morgan Gregory, Travis Elementary

“Here, We Grow Giants” is Goose Creek CISD’s 
ongoing theme.  During the 2019-2020 school year, 
thanks to our partnership with the City of Baytown 
and sponsorship from Kelsey Seybold Clinic, we 
highlighted students, educators and alumni who 
have had a GIANT impact on their schools, com-
munities and career fi elds. Meet our Goose Creek 
CISD Giants shown on these two pages!  For more 
information, visit www.herewegrowgiants.com

February
• Giant Alumni: Gordon Schutze
  Lee High School Graduate
  Texas Children’s Hospital

• Giant Educator: Rebecca Dever
  Gentry Junior School

• Giant Student: Camila Moreno
  Clark Elementary 

March
• Giant Alumni: Harold Thomas
  Lee High School Graduate
  Mentor at POINT alternative 
  Retired from DuPont

• Giant Educator: Elizabeth Al-Omairi
  IMPACT Early College High School

• Giant Student: 
  Zachary Charalampous
  Sterling High School

April
• Giant Alumni: Gracie Torres
  Lee High School Graduate
  Memorial Hermann Hospital 

• Giant Educator: Steve Koester
  Educational Technology 

• Giant Student: Timothy Cooper
  Sterling High School

May
• Giant Alumni: Kevyn Bieschke
  Lee High School Graduate
  Houston Methodist Baytown
• Giant Educator: Susan Cannariato
  Goose Creek Memorial 
• Giant Student: Ty Eden
  Stuart Career Technical High School

November
• Giant Alumni: Beatriz Macias
  Lee High School Graduate
  Finnish National Opera 

• Giant Educator: Alice Ricks
  POINT Alternative High School

• Giant Student: 
  Billy Haynes
  Lee High School

December
• Giant Alumni: Robert Hoskins
  Lee High School Graduate
  Baytown City Councilman

• Giant Educator: Amanda Majeed
  Horace Mann Junior School

• Giant Student: Amira Lewis
  Highlands Junior School 

January
• Giant Alumni: Charles Johnson
  Sterling Graduate 
  Baytown City Councilman

• Giant Educator: Erin Stokes
  Clark Elementary 

• Giant Student: Megan Fox
  Lee High School

AUGUST GIANTS JANUARY GIANTS

SEPTEMBER GIANTS FEBRUARY GIANTS

OCTOBER GIANTS MARCH GIANTS

NOVEMBER GIANTS APRIL GIANTS

DECEMBER GIANTS MAY GIANTS
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By Matt Hollis

Lt. Col Don Fisher, Civil Air Patrol Deputy Commander of  the Baytown 
Senior Squadron, wants everyone to know his organization is still around, 
helping the community, the state, and many youths through various 
programs. 

Fisher said the CAP is an auxiliary of  the U.S. Air Force and dates back 
to World War II. 

“When ships would load at the old Humble refinery and go into the 
Gulf  of  Mexico, Germans would sink some of  them off  the coast of  
Galveston,” Fisher said. “We are credited with sinking two German 
submarines off  the coast. That is our history there.”

Fisher said the CAP has three main missions—emergency services, 
aerospace education and cadet programs. The Baytown Squadron meets 
at 7 p.m. every Monday at the RWJ Airpark, 15111 Lakeview Drive, Beach 
City. The organization had to resort to using Zoom meetings amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Fisher has been in CAP for 30 years, spending 28 of  those years as 
commander of  the Baytown Senior Squadron and on the Texas Wing Staff, 
which he says runs the CAP in Texas. 

“We’ve been in Baytown for a long time. We started here in 1988 as far 
as CAP, we initially came from Liberty Airport,” Fisher said. “And then, we 
came back to Baytown.” 

Fisher said the CAP has worked with many local organizations and 
school districts with aerospace programs. 

“We have worked with a number of  entities in the Baytown area to 
help out the community and to help kids,” he said. “We have worked with 
Crosby ISD with their junior high and elementary science programs. Twice, 
we’ve worked with Lee College on Career Day. We have also worked with 
local STEM programs as well as robotics, and the Boy Scouts up in Barbers 
Hill. We reach out to communities and schools. They know who we are, 
and we let people know what careers are available in aviation.”

THE BAYTOWN 
SENIOR 

SQUADRON CIVIL 
AIR PATROL 

STILL FLYING 
HIGH 

Lt. Col. Don Fisher and Major 
Linda Merryman reviewing last-

minute details before conducting 
a Search and Rescue Sortie. 

Emergency services is one of the 
three missions of the Civil Air 

Patrol Baytown Senior Squadron. 
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For the cadet program, Fisher said the 
local CAP is a senior squadron that gives 
younger folks a shot at enhancing their 
career opportunities through programs like 
STEM, aviation, computers or robotics. 

“They can go forward in college, or 
the military, hopefully instead of  gangs, 
drugs and stuff  like that,” Fisher said. “We 
inform citizens, cadets and teachers there 
are programs where people can assist you in 
doing right for the country.” 

Emergency services is another aspect of  
the CAP that interests a lot of  people. 

“We have to do a lot of  FEMA things to 
do our missions,” Fisher said. “For instance, 
let’s say an aircraft comes up missing. So, the 
family will contact and pick up an emergency 

locator transmitter, and it will go to (the 
Texas Department of  Public Safety) and to 
us directly, and we locate the nearest aircraft 
and crew. Then, we’ll send that crew out with 
electronic means to find a signal. It could be 
a lost hunter, a marine boat that is missing, 
or an aircraft that is missing. That is one of  
our missions.”

Fisher said another part of  the CAP is 
aerial photography. 

“We are the primary organization that 
supports the Texas Emergency Management  
Office,” Fisher said. “All of  the floods we 
had for years, hurricanes or tornadoes, we 
put up planes and go photograph it. The 
State of  Texas wants us to find out if  the 
floodwater is coming in, or is it going out? 

Do we need to evacuate this area or another 
one? We worked over thousands of  hours 
with the State of  Texas, and we send our 
photos to them.”

Fisher said the CAP also helps with 
tornadoes, telling the state where crews are 
most needed and, in the aftermath, letting 
them know where the debris is located. 

Fisher said ExxonMobil has been of  great 
assistance to the CAP.

“ExxonMobil gives us dollars that allow 
us to buy equipment for missions and for 
the community,” Fisher said. “We purchase 
new headsets, iPads, and a program called 
Stratus.”

Stratus is the first ADS-B receiver that 
offers a complete flight data system. 

“With it, I can pre-plot my grid, see planes 
around me, and we can provide service 
for that grid,” Fisher said. “We bought it 
when Exxon gave us a grant. Through our 
performance and professionalism, we give 
back to the community.”

Fisher said there is hardly a better 
organization so well-rounded for aviation 
enthusiasts than the CAP.

“If  a person wants to be in aviation or 
organization that is trying to do good for the 
community and be with like-minded people, 
that is where we at CAP come in,” he said. 
“A lot of  the people interested in aviation go 
into the military or not and then get married 
and have kids. They come to us and say 
my kid is through with high school, and I 
wanted to fly in aviation but didn’t have time 
before. And now want to give back to the 
community. That is overall what we can do 
to help out people.” 

The CAP has 66,000 total volunteers in 
the United States, along with 28,000 cadets 
and 38,000 seniors. In Texas, there are 3,400 
total volunteers with 1,800 cadets and 1,600 
seniors. 

“Two employees oversee 34 planes, with 
7,000 hours of  flying time and 3,400 people. 
And all we have is two employees,” Fisher 
said. “That shows the degree of  volunteer 
and involvement the CAP has.”

The CAP also has hot air balloons and a 
couple of  gliders. 

To find out how to join, visit the CAP 
Baytown Senior Squadron’s Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/capbaytown. Or you 
can call Fisher at 281-615-5057 or email at 
jeanfisher@msn.com.

Lt. Col. Don Fisher and Lt. Col. Jean Fisher conducting a preflight briefing for a CAP 
mission. The Civil Air Patrol Baytown Senior Squadron has three missions—emergency 
services, cadet programs and aerospace education. 
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An assigned CAP aircraft at the Baytown Senior Squadron based at RWJ Airpark in Beach City.  

 Lt. Col. Don Fisher and Major Linda Merryman conducting a preflight briefing for a CAP mission. The Civil Air Patrol Baytown Senior 
Squadron has three missions—emergency services, cadet programs and aerospace education. 
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MALLORY NAILON 

By Alan Dale
A love of  animals sent Mallory Nailon on a path to work with and hopefully 

save plenty of  them and doing so back in her hometown of  Baytown.
Nailon grew up in Baytown and graduated from Ross S. Sterling High 

School in 2012 and matriculated over to Oklahoma State University and has 
worked her way through the past spring where she graduated with a Doctor 
of  Veterinary Medicine.
“I grew up with two older brothers and a dad who loved the outdoors and 

my first animal experience was with wildlife,” Nailon said. “My dad helped me 
get a job with the Wildlife Center of  Texas in Houston. I worked rehabilitating 
injured and orphaned native Texas animals. That’s how I fell in love with 
animals.”
Nailon grew up with a black Labrador retriever that lived to be 14 years old 

named Zoe who had been there through a lot of  growing years.
“She was the first heartbeat with a stethoscope that I heard,” Nailon said. 

“She was always playful and then got old and wise. She was my favorite pet. I 
think she’s looking down and she’s proud of  me.”
Nailon admits she didn’t have an “ah-ha” moment about wanting to be a vet, 

but says she knew she’d be one as early as right before high school.
“It’s been a long time,” she said. “There wasn’t a certain day, month or year, 

but I grew up knowing. I love animals so much and I want the best for them.”
Growing up with her mother being a hospice nurse, Nailon grew up with an 

understanding of  life and death which helps her with dealing with the sadder 
part of  the spectrum. Yet, she keeps an optimistic outlook.
“The euthanasia is making these animals more comfortable and relieving 

their pain and suffering,” she said. “That’s why I took the oath. It’s not to say 
I won’t cry every time an animal dies. I know in my heart if  that happens it’s 
for the best.”
Sometimes an animal can be a better patient than a human.
“I haven’t seen much because I am a new vet, but the ones I have seen are 

very sick and they want to live,” Nailon said. “If  you want to live, its incredible 
to see. Some of  them don’t, but when they keep fighting …”
Her favorite animal she learned during her studies is the bald eagle.
“They are so perfect to be a reference for our country,” she said. “They 

weren’t patients of  mine, but I would clean their cages and the bald eagle 
would stand there tall and proud. They had this little call and everything about 
them I loved. They weren’t aggressive and when you start handling them, yes, 
their talons will hurt, but they will be my favorite ever.”
Nailon plans on working with cats and dogs as her professional career gets 

off  the ground and if  she branches out, she hopes to work with domestic 
birds.
Sadly, Nailon couldn’t enjoy the pomp and circumstance of  the traditional 

graduation services as the COVID-19 wreaked havoc on the American way of  
life during the final months of  the school year.
“We have a place in East Texas and my family came and we played graduation 

on the projector screen,” Nailon said. “It was just me and my family and we 
watched a virtual graduation and that was it. I have the opportunity to go back 
and walk in December if  we want. But they wanted us to take the oath before 
we went to work.
“My parents were upset because they wanted to see me walk. All I want to do 

is go to work with animals, so it hasn’t fazed me at all.”
Now it’s about working back home in Baytown.
“I am taking some time off  to take the state board exam and will be licensed 

in Texas and be able to work in Baytown,” Nailon said. “I have just accepted 
a job.”
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By Mark Fleming
 
When the Cedar Bayou Masonic Lodge was chartered in 1870, 

Texas had just been readmitted to the United States a month and 
a half  earlier. For a group that has stayed strong through wars, the 
Spanish Flu, the Great Depression and 150 years of  good times and 
bad, having to cancel its Sesquicentennial Celebration isn’t likely to 
cause long-term damage.

Still, the members and friends of  the lodge would have liked 
to mark the anniversary May 15, exactly 150 years after the first 
meeting.

“The building itself  is the second-oldest Masonic building in 
Texas still in use,” said Past Master Jim McCormick. From its origins 
in a building it co-owned with the Baptist Church in Cedar Bayou, 
the lodge has made only one move when it built its current building 
in May, 1876.

“We had our first meeting in this building six weeks before the 
Battle of  Little Bighorn,” McCormick said.

There was a celebration planned for May 15-16, but it had to be 
canceled.

“Right now we have nothing planned,” McCormick said. “Don 
Daniels was master this year—he’s the most organized person I’ve 
ever met—so we’ve been working on this thing since right after he 
was elected in June (2019).”

More than just a witness to history, though, the Cedar Bayou 
Lodge helped shape the history of  Baytown and the surrounding 
area.

When the Masons built the building, they built it so their Lodge 
Room was upstairs and the ground floor served as the local public 
school.

A list of  early members of  the lodge reads like a who’s who of  
local history, with names that are still familiar through the streets and 
places named for them: Alexander, Baker, Barber, Brown, Busch,  
Fayle, Gillette, Hafer, Hollaway, Huron, Jennings, Kilgore, Massey, 
Martin, Pearce, Sjolander, Scott, Tompkins, Schilling, Wilburn, 
Winfree and many more.

When the lodge was founded it was with the support of  the lodge 
in Lynchburg, where Masons of  East Harris County and Chambers 

CEDAR 
BAYOU 
LODGE 
TURNS 150
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The Cedar Bayou Masonic Lodge still meets in the same 
building it has since 1876. It was named a State of Texas 

Historical Site in 1970.
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County had previously met. Those were the 
days when transportation was by horseback 
on rough roads, so Lynchburg could be 
hours of  travel for members near and east 
of  Cedar Bayou, which was then a thriving 
community.

The current building, built in 1876 is very 
similar to other current or former lodges, 
McCormick said.

There was a common plan, he said, and 
the building was ordered from a sawmill in 
Florida for assembly on site. “When you go 
upstairs, all the timbers are numbered, so it’s 
like Tinker Toys, you just put them together.”

After the lodge built its current building, it 
bought adjacent land for a cemetery in 1888.

For more than a century, lodge 
members have been buried at 
the adjacent cemetery. Looking 
through these headstones you 
will see many names from local 
history.

The interior of the Cedar Bayou Lodge has changed little over the years. For decades after its construction, the building served 
as a schoolhouse for Cedar Bayou.

20 Greater Baytown - June 2020
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SHELTER’S 
FOSTER PROGRAM 

SHOWS PROMISE

By Michael Pineda
Steady progress is being made for a new 

animal shelter for the City of  Baytown. 
During its most recent meeting, the city 

council approved rezoning the land on which 
the shelter will occupy, another formal step 
toward an improved facility to house wayward 
dogs and cats. 

The ultimate goal for most would be for the 
shelter to serve as a halfway house of  sorts as 
animals would be shifted along toward a new 
forever home. 

Not all animals are ready 
for adoption when they 
arrive at the shelter. That 
is when every single bit of  
love and hugs can come 
in handy. Rather than give 
up on a dog or cat lacking 
some social graces, work 
takes place to transform 
them into a model pet 
through a fostering 
program developed by 
Animal Control Manager April Moore. 

The program began leading into the start of  
the COVID-19 pandemic and has grown roots 
that will last.

“We started the program in about eight days 
in response to what we thought would be a 
challenging experience for the community,” 
Moore said. “We also wanted to make space 
for the animals.”

Moore was able to empty the shelter and 
find homes for all the animals. 

The effort continues as the shelter connects 
with the community with the program. The 
length of  time a pet may stay with a foster 

parent varies.
“You have a six-week puppy and it needs a 

couple of  more weeks before it can go home 
compared to a shy dog that needs some help 
building confidence and developing trust,” 
Moore said. “It depends on the individual 
animal’s needs.”

It also depends on foster parents who love 
animals. 

Stephanie Long is such a person. 
As the district leader of  volunteers for the 

Humane Society of  the 
United States, Long tries 
to do as much as she 
can locally. She has been 
involved with the shelter 
on a volunteer basis after 
moving to Baytown and 
was thrilled when the 
foster program began, 
to the point she herself  
became involved. 

Through Candace 
Thompson, the foster 

program coordinator, Long began fostering 
Grace, a pet in need of  some extra TLC.

“She is a beautiful little girl, very skittish 
however,” Long said. “She is afraid of  
everything and she may have been a stray. That 
is how she survived. She was maybe abused 
but she has gotten comfortable with my three 
dogs and they have become a pack. She is 
flourishing.”

Long added Grace is not the type of  pet 
who does well in a shelter environment. Since 
arriving at the Long’s, she has been able to put 
on some weight.

It is one of  the success stories the shelter 

THE PROGRAM 
IS FOCUSED 
ON HAVING 

ITS PARENTS 
PREPARE A DOG 

FOR ITS FOREVER 
HOME. 
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had in mind with the implementation of  
the program. Long described the shelter as 
careful about vetting. 

As a volunteer with the Humane Society, 
Long said she has been able to help facilitate 
donations for the shelter working with the 
state director. On the local level, Long said 
she stays busy on social media promoting 
adoptable animals and promoting the foster 
program. 

The program is focused on having its 
parents prepare a dog for its forever home. 
Grace will be an exception to that rule. 

“I have a feeling she is going to be a foster 
fail,” Long said. “My husband has taken a 
real shine to her as have I. We sort of  think 
with our home and our dogs, we have a big 
backyard, this is probably the best place 
for her. We foster a lot; we are not new to 
the process, but I think Grace will wind up 
with us. But this is obviously not how it is 
supposed to be.”

Long says she is looking forward to 
continuing in the foster program and agreed 
with Moore in terms of  a timetable. 

“We will adopt another,” she said. “Our 
previous foster dog was with us for nine 
months. He was difficult and aggressive, but 
we got training and found him a wonderful 
home.”

The early returns for the program are 
encouraging as the shelter started with eight 
foster parents and were able to adopt two 
animals through the program. Moore said 
the shelter continues to accept applications 
for those interested in fostering an animal. 
To reach the shelter and inquire about the 
program, email animalcontrol@baytown.org.  

Foster parents Stephanie Long and her 
husband, Stephan, with Grace, 

a dog they fostered from the 
Baytown Animal Shelter. 
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By Michael Pineda

It doesn’t take much prompting to send Art Anthony reminiscing about yesteryear, growing up in Baytown. 
Anthony, a 1951 graduate of  Baytown Lee, spent 25 of  his years around Baytown before setting out on 

a career in education that included 10 years as the superintendent of  a school district in Illinois. He is also 
an avid history enthusiast which has led to him becoming an author. Currently living in Tuttle, Oklahoma, 
his latest book, Too Many Rivers to Cross, has been released with a spotlight on the region he grew up in. 

The book was named first place with Texas Authors in Western Fiction joining two of  his previous books, 
Sulphur River and Return to Sulphur River proving you can take the boy out of  Texas but you can’t take the 
Texas out of  the boy. 

“I have a brother and sister and spent all my young years in Goose Creek,” he said. “I wasn’t much of  an 
athlete; I didn’t excel in that at all. I was not interested in school until 10th grade. I thought, ‘Art, if  you want 
to go to college and make some money, you better get to work.’

“I like to hunt and fish and that is a real good area.”
It was during his stint as a superintendent that Anthony began the process of  writing his first book. 
“It took 10 years to write,” he said. “I had visited my mother in Baytown and was driving back to Illinois. 

In Texarkana I started writing down things for a book. By the time I was finished, I had five legal pads back 
and front, but it was so hard to decipher. I will never do that again.”

The process has evolved leading to Anthony’s latest work, Too Many Rivers to Cross. The story focuses 
on a family from Arkansas uprooted by a drought. Their journey leads them from Fulton to a new life in 
Perry Point, a town now known as Anahuac in 1828.  

The story leads the main characters to join Sam Houston just up the road at the Battle of  San Jacinto. 
Anthony said a lot of  the stuff  in his books is true although with historical fiction there are a lot of  

questions about stuff  that is placed in stories where creativity can have an answer. 
He graduated from Sam Houston State in 1954 on a livestock scholarship that paid $3,000 a year. There 

is some irony that he earned a bachelor’s degree and went on to earn two advanced degrees from Eastern 
Illinois yet only took one history class.  Yet he fallen for the research aspect of  his writing and history overall.

“When we got to Texas we had to stop at every historical marker,” Anthony said. “Now, we have it down 
to a science. I pull over and my wife takes a picture and reads it while I drive.”

Anthony said he loves to talk history and learns a lot from meeting people which he enjoys. Using the 

LOCAL BOY RECALLS 
ROOTS IN WRITNG
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program Dragon, he is able to dictate all his thoughts into a book, which has happened four times. As he 
dictates the story he can think of  everything that goes into a story, sometimes backtracking to add details. The 
story can take a life of  its own and he enjoys that aspect of  it. 

“It has taken as long as a year, sometimes I get into research and it takes me somewhere else,” he said. 
“Research is good. The worst thing about writing a book is dealing with the publishers. All they want is emails, 
they don’t want to talk.”

The new book is available in hard cover for $25 and soft cover for $15. It is also available on e-book and 
interested parties can email Anthony at aanthony@pldi.net. For those who have enjoyed his books and will 
start with Too Many Rivers to Cross, there is good news for his next release, which will be a sequel.

“All my books I have written have been in Texas mainly,” Anthony said. “I am going to write about the 
youngsters at the end of  the San Jacinto battle. They join the Texas Rangers and fight in the Mexican War. I 
like to continue things like that. 

Author, Art Anthony
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A student at Ross S. Sterling High School and 
playing baseball and football, many might not have 
envisioned Deacon Winters having to one day engage 
as a principal in the battle against the greatest attack 
on American soil.

He was all-district in both sports – playing 
cornerback in football and centerfield in baseball – 
and was a member of  multiple playoff  teams in both.

“My senior year in baseball we tied for the district 
championship and we lost a close game in a playoff  
to go further,” Winters said. “Football, we made the 
playoffs each year and went deepest as juniors.”

“The things that defined me was probably sports 
and the camaraderie with coaches and teachers. It was 
a great place to be. Baytown was a great place to grow 
up. The community was very involved with everything. 
We felt that everyone was behind us and we wanted to 
win for the town. It was always fun competition with 
Lee and Sterling with great people and athletes.”

Winters, a 1976 graduate of  Sterling and an elite 
athlete in both sports ended up playing both sports at 
the Air Force Academy.

Well for a little while at least until he met his new 
football coach, a guy some might have heard of: Bill 
Parcells.

“The academy recruited me for football,” Winters 
said. “They let me play both sports and that opened 
a lot of  doors for me and it charted the course for 
me ever since, but I had to make a decision after my 

sophomore year because it wouldn’t work for me so I 
kept playing baseball and played centerfield and was a 
captain my senior year. 

“My junior year, the new football (coach) forced me 
to make a decision: He came in and brought a whole 
new staff  and made a lot of  great changes that set 
them up for success. When baseball started in the 
spring, I was down hitting in the cage and one of  the 
coaches came and told me ‘Coach Parcells wants to 
know why you aren’t in the weight room.’ I went up 
to his office and I stood there and he was kind of  
ignoring me and then he goes, ‘You are the guy who 
wants to play football for me and baseball at the same 
time. Well there is a new sheriff  right now so you have 
to make a decision right now: You either play football 
or you play baseball, but you aren’t going to play both 
while I am here.’ I said thanks a lot and that I was 
going to play baseball. As I was walking out, he threw 
his pen at me. He said, ‘there is no turning back, clean 
out your locker at the end of  the day, you are done 
with football.’ 

“It was the best decision I ever made and I focused 
on academics and had great success in baseball and I 
still have my joints and knees. He was 100 % correct 
because they needed to make that program better and 
for guys to commit.”

Before moving on from his athletic career, Winters, 
62, was selected for the USA baseball team that was 
meant to play in the 1980 Olympics, but the nation 

Where are they 
          Now?

Deacon Winters
By Alan Dale
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boycotted due to Russia’s invasion of  Afghanistan.
“I played with a lot of  great players that ended up 

having great careers in the major leagues,” he said.
After those experiences it was off  to pilot training 

as a commissioned second lieutenant and was given a 
first assignment flying a T-33.

Two years later, he started a 10-year run flying 
the F-15 and his last assignment where he was an 
instructor at what most would recognize as a scene 
from the movie “Top Gun” – fighter weapons school. 

“That was a fantastic experience for me,” he said.
In 1992 he began a career to work for United 

Airlines after leaving Air Force active duty and has 
been with them ever seen – working today as an 
airbus captain.

He retired as a member of  the Air Force Reserves 
as a colonel and played a part in the nation’s response 
to the attacks of  September 11, 2001.

“As a reservist, I worked at the headquarters 
NORAD in Colorado Springs,” Winters said. “There 
we have the under-mountain facility and that was the 
place where the military could go to during a nuclear 
war and continue the military command and control. 
I was a part of  a team that went to do 24-hour ops as 
an exercise and one day ended up being 9/11.

“It is something that will stick with me the rest of  
my life. I was on the night shift and I remember that 
morning very well. We were having omelets in the 
chow hall and a tech sergeant came in said ‘we have a 
real world hijacking out of  Boston’ and we asked if  it 
was confirmed and not an exercise and he said, ‘yes, 
sirs.’ Later, I hear ‘A small aircraft has hit the World 
Trade Center.’ We put CNN on, and we see one tower 
on fire as we watched the No. 2 United aircraft hit the 
second building.”

Once he got through the days and weeks following 
the nation’s most infamous day, he moved on to the 
civilian life which now includes his second marriage—
to the former Laura Gentry and has a son, Steve and 
a daughter Katie from his first marriage—and lives 
in The Woodlands while enjoying fishing, golfing and 
taking sailing trips around the world. 

“It’s a nice escape,” he said. “But this job requires a 
lot of  study, so I find myself  having to prepare a lot 
which is fun and keeps me in the game.”

Deacon Winters, United Airlines

Deacon Winters, Ross S. Sterling, 
Class of 1976

Where are they 
          Now?

Deacon Winters
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City adjustments to major events such as July 4, Grito Fest & 
Community Center activities

-Matt

Denzel P. spraying the playground equipment.
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City adjustments to major events such as July 4, Grito Fest & 
Community Center activities

-Matt

By Matt Hollis

The COVID-19 pandemic has forced many cities to find other ways of  conducting 
business while at the same time making sure residents are still served with the highest level 
of  resources possible. 

Baytown’s Parks and Recreation Director Scott Johnson oversees events that go on 
within the city. Sadly, COVID-19 resulted in many of  those events canceled. 

Johnson was asked how COVID-19 changed the development of  plans for city events.
“It changed to having no events,” Johnson said. “We canceled all events, rentals, and 

programs on March 16 through the end of  May. The Wetlands Center was closed. We 
closed the Senior Center and its programs through June. Among those events canceled 
was the Arts and Eats Festival, Special Olympics Track meet and league play. It has been 
very quiet around here.”

Johnson said he and his team are looking to get some programs going again while 
implementing all of  the COVID-19 requirements such as social distancing, extra 
handwash stations, more cleaning staff, and encouraging people to wear face masks.

There were some signs of  life returning to normal as social distancing began to flatten 
the curve of  the virus. For instance, the Wetlands Center reopened May 11. With that, 
Johnson said the Wetlands Center Summer Science Camps are set to start up in June with 
a limit of  50% or 10 kids per camp. The camps are being held at the Wetlands Center with 
no field trips this year, Johnson added.

On June 1, Johnson said little leagues, teenage baseball, girls fastpitch softball, and adult 
leagues are permitted to begin practice again with games starting June 15. His staff  met 
with league presidents to work out details for league play to ensure they all proceed in the 
same manner. 

One adjustment the city had to make was for Memorial Day. Normally, the city 
remembers fallen soldiers with a special gathering at Bicentennial Park. But with social 
distancing rules in place and many elderly veterans being in a high-risk category of  
catching the virus, the city made other plans. Lloyd Lively, the city’s multimedia specialist 
and program director of  Baytown’s Channel 16,  instead created a video using VFW Post 
912 Commander Jerry Johnson reading the names of  those from Baytown that gave the 
ultimate sacrifice. 

“The biggest challenge in producing this piece was in conveying the proper gratitude to 
those that have given the ultimate sacrifice for our freedoms and our country,” Lively said. 
“But when you have a deep respect and love for those that have served and those that 
have perished in the service of  this country, as the great people who helped to produce 
this virtual memorial do, that challenge was not insurmountable by any measure.”

Lively said the stalwart efforts and participation by Johnson and Assistant City Manager 
Kevin Troller by making themselves available for the spoken word portions on short 
notice was invaluable to getting the virtual memorial ceremony completed.

“The rest was just telling the story visually of  the soldiers’ lives during each timeline 
represented,” Lively said.

Johnson said for the 4th of  July, where there is usually a parade and musical 
performances, they have to plan for changes. 

COVID-19: A 
CITY MAKING 

ADJUSTMENTS 
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City adjustments to major events such as July 4, Grito Fest & 
Community Center activities

-Matt

“We are in the planning process for the 4th 
of  July event,” Johnson said. “All bands are 
booked, our sound and lights production is 
booked, and fireworks are booked. We hope 
to get more guidance from (Governor Greg 
Abbott),” Johnson said. “We will not allow 
the crowding at the stage that is very popular 
and lots of  backstage changes to protect the 
entertainers. We have a lot of  planning to do 
if  this event goes, and we hope it goes as we 
have an awesome lineup.”

Johnson said the city plans to bring our 
exercise classes back to Town Square in June.

“This will start slow with two classes 
at Town Square and two virtual,” he said. 
“Town Square Zumba and Pound will be 
able to have the participants spread out 
across the lawn for some semblance of  
normalcy. We also hope to host the first 
Farmers Market since February this June.  
We continue to work out the details for that 
event.”

Johnson said he has become creative since 
COVID-19 shut things down. 

“Although we have closed all playgrounds, 
splash pads, and removed all basketball goals, 
our parks have been packed, utilizing the 

hike/bike trails and open spaces, disc golf, 
footgolf, and fishing opportunities,” Johnson 
said. “Except for a handful of  employees, 
Parks and Recreation staff  were at work 
every day. The ones that were at home, 
answered the phone, and answered e-mails 
daily. A couple of  those came in at least once 
a week to make sure the bills were paid, and 
our website and social media were up to 
date.”

Johnson said despite the playgrounds, 
benches, and picnic tables being closed, he 
was able to divide his Recreation Division 
into two teams, providing them with 
backpack sprayers containing disinfectants to 
treat every playground, exercise equipment, 
bench, and table at least twice a week.

“We utilized several lifeguards to pull 
weeds in median beds as well,” Johnson said. 
“We took advantage of  the time we saved 
not setting up for events to do some much-
needed park maintenance and replaced three 
playgrounds and completed the Cary Bayou 
III trail at Jenkins Park.”

Using chalk art was another creative 
avenue for Johnson. 

“With the Arts & Eats Festival being 

canceled, we decided on the last-minute 
virtual experience with four of  the chalk 
artists,” Johnson said. 

Johnson said on March 21, the artists 
created their masterpieces, and the process 
was captured live that afternoon via social 
media. 

“Our Recreation Team also decorated 
several concrete trails with colorful chalk art 
and inspirational quotes along the way,” he 
said. “The addition to the trail has been well 
received by park users. Our team was very 
much aware that their parks were an escape 
for our citizens, and they did a great job 
maintaining them.”  

Johnson said, looking ahead, the “new 
normal” has affected him and his team as it 
has everyone else. 

“I think that until there is a vaccine, all 
events and programs will be a challenge 
and will require us to not do the same thing 
as last year,’” he said. “We host several 
very large events such as the 3rd and 4th 
of  July, the Grito Fest, and the Christmas 
Parade, which will require extra planning and 
changes. A year from now, some of  those 
changes may become the ‘new normal.’”

Rabeeka Saif, a 
City of Baytown 

employee, makes 
some chalk art, 
creating a last-

minute virtual 
experience for 

citizens after the Arts 
and Eats Festival 

was canceled due 
to COVID-19. This 
is one of the ideas 
the city has utilized 

when making 
adjustments because 

the virus forced 
cities to cancel many 

planned events. 
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Through The Baytown Project, David Berkowitz shines a light on everyday people in the greater Baytown 
area. Follow along at thebaytownproject.com, or on Facebook and Instagram.

“I was obsessed with music and collecting records 
from an early age. For some reason, I gravitated toward 
music of  the ’60s and early ’70s. My mother listened to 
The Beatles, The Moody Blues, Neil Diamond and some 
Rolling Stones. But all the rest of  it, I got into myself. I 
used to sit for hours looking at album covers and reading 
everything on them. I tend to like music that emphasizes 
melody, and that was very much a thing at that time. 

“I’ve always had original projects, writing my own 
stuff. I started playing solo cover shows in 2004, and I’ve 
been doing that ever since. I was doing it full-time before 
the coronavirus hit. 

“I actually have a really large database of  songs in my 
head from that era. When I get requests, the songs I 
can’t play are few and far between. I was listening to and 
learning songs at the same time I was learning my colors 
and how to read and write. 

“I have a very intact long-term memory. My short-term 
memory is terrible. I can’t remember what I did yesterday. 
But I can remember all these song lyrics. Often when I’m 
at a show and playing a song, it’s literally just coming out 
of  my body while I’m thinking about what I have to do 
tomorrow or something. I get to the end of  the song and 
I’ll be like, did I just do that? It’s like driving a car after a 
while. It’s on auto-pilot.”

In addition to solo shows Ryan plays in several groups, 
including Picture Book and The Brunson Theater. He 
also plays with The Fab 40, which recreates and performs 
classic albums with a full orchestra. 

During the cornavirus pandemic, Ryan has been 
playing Facebook Live performances from his home on 
Sunday evenings. Tune in on his Facebook page.

RYAN GUIDRY

Ryan Guidry had live shows booked through July, before the cornavirus 
pandemic halted everything.
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“We’ve been practicing social distancing for four years. It 
started in January 2016, when my husband, Herb, went into 
the hospital. He almost died. He had developed an infection 
in his inner thigh. He got very sick and had a high fever on 
New Year’s Eve. I was sure he was becoming septic, so 
I took him to Anahuac Hospital. He was transferred to 
Hermann Hospital in Houston, where they confirmed he 
had a serious strep infection in the muscle tissue. 

“They told me he probably would not survive the 
surgery. But if  I signed the paperwork, they would try. He 
had three surgeries in three days. He spent 27 additional 
days in the hospital on IV therapy to fight the infection. 
At that time he was a 75-year-old diabetic, so the infection 
was a big concern. After we finally got him home, he was 
bedridden for 4 1/2 months. He had to wear a wound vac 
machine to help the tissue grow from the inside out. The 
hole was the size of  a very large orange. But it’s amazing 
how it healed.

“Just when we thought we were back to normal, I took a 
hard fall in August 2017. I ended up with a concussion and 
separated shoulder. The concussion caused issues for over 
a year, and I’m still dealing with the separated shoulder. 
Then, just two weeks later, Hurricane Harvey flooding 
changed everything. Most of  our belongings and the 
interior of  our house in Moss Bluff  were lost. We didn’t 
have flood insurance. So we’ve been rebuilding bit by bit. 

“Since the flood, I’ve sold my photography business 
property in Baytown, and spent the past 2 1/2 years 
rebuilding our home. We have about another year to go. 
Herb has been helping as much as he physically can. Now 
I’m watching him ease into dementia.

“With everything we had to learn about protecting him 
from new infections back in 2016, we feel more prepared 
now as we’re protecting ourselves from the coronavirus. 
We’ve learned to take things day by day, and not let 
ourselves get so stressed out.”

VALERIE ADAME

Valerie Adame and her husband, Herb, have been focusing on restoring their home in Moss Bluff.

The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz



“My dad was a Southern Baptist minister and a doomsday 
prepper. I was raised in Palestine, up in East Texas. We 
lived in the parsonage next to the church where my dad 
preached. But he also built a little cabin in the woods, just 
outside the town of  Rusk. It didn’t have plumbing, but it 
did have electricity. That was sort of  a weekend getaway/
ultimate destination if  the grid ever went down and things 
got really bad. 

“My dad was always a little mistrustful of  the 
government. So I think he was just worried that something 
might happen and his family wouldn’t be safe. I guess in his 
mind it was really important to make sure that no matter 
what, we would be fine. In a way, that was very sweet. But 
in a way, it was kind of  like, OK dad, please stop. 

“I was homeschooled, and I had very little contact with 
anybody outside my parents’ social circle. So I just sort of  

thought it was normal. It was actually kind of  terrifying 
as a little kid. I would have problems sometimes, thinking 
about the world ending. It was a big source of  anxiety for 
me.

“As I got a little older, and the world was supposed to 
have ended a whole lot of  times but it hadn’t, it made 
me a bit cynical about conspiracy theories and that sort 
of  thing. Like, yeah, I’ve heard it all before. Then when 
COVID-19 hit, it felt like something I’ve almost been 
waiting for my whole life. 

“Obviously, I’m not happy about it. But it was like, OK, 
I can do this. I feel like I’m ready for this. It would have 
been a big source of  anxiety for me as a child. But now, 
as an adult, I’m not panicking. I have my bad days like 
everybody else, where I’m worried. But, you know, I sleep 
at night. It’s going to be OK.”

REBECCA BARKER
A former Baytown resident, Rebecca Barker now lives in Michigan with her 
husband and their daughter.

The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz



Karla Opryshek
Broker/Associate

CRS, ABR, MRP, ASR, 
NHS, MCNE

281-433-2281 | 4500 N. Main
kopryshek@cbunited.com

Karla Oprysshek

LET’S TALK
SOLD!

Suzanne Gentry Heinrich
Realtor, Rotarian

Cell 281-610-8964
Off: 281-470-0655
suzanne.properties@gmail.com

Main Properties 
Real Estate

Advertise your Realty business here.
Call today.

281-422-8302
Email: dean.west@baytownsun.com

www.baytownsun.
com

Meet Your Realtor

Faith Community Hospice sponsored a senior parade at St. James 
House Friday, May 8, and over 100 drivers participated. Residents of 
St. James House were lined up 6 feet apart on the sidewalk with their 
caregivers. This was the first time they had been outside in six weeks.

Pictured above are St. James House Administrator Carolyn 
Hall, Social Services Director Sandy De Vries and Kathy 
Anderson of Faith Community Hospice.

photos by Carol Skewes

FAITH SPONSORS PARADE

INDUSTRY OUR GROWTH 
CONTINUES

Brighter
Business Ahead!

  2830 North FM 565, Suite 200
www.
 eWCCCC.com

281•576•5440
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Rotary delivers to first responders

Rotarian Tom Kelchner delivers Outback Steak House burgers 
to Baytown Fire Department and Highlands Fire Department 
firefighters.                                               photos by Terry Sain

Rotarians Rick Davis and Terry Sain deliver Outback Steakhouse 
burgers to Baytown Fire Department Stations 1 and 2 Friday, 
May 8.

Contributed photos

Rotarian Suzanne Heinrich loads her car to deliver Outback 
Steakhouse burgers to first responders.

photo by Carol Skewes

Rotarians worked three days in a row to deliver delicious meals 
from Outback Steakhouse to first responders. Outback Proprietor 
Aaron Nilson is pictured with Rotarian Lauren Heffernan (left) and 
Rotary Club of Baytown President Sheila Crawford.
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713-248-8133 | hautestufftx.com
911 Massey Tompkins, Baytown, TX  77521 

Shop online now at 
hautestufftx.com

Once 
construction is 

fi nished, Boyd’s 
Blossoms & 

Mustard Seed 
Tea Room will 

be our new 
neighbors.

New arrivals every friday!

Abreu Family Practice

Abreu Family Practice
1600 James Bowie Drive Suite C104

Baytown, TX 77520
346.775.8485 | 346.775.4528
www.abreufamilypractice.com

Abreu Family Practice provides comprehensive healthcare for adults, 
adolescents and children. The clinic serves as a primary care facility 

for disease prevention and for chronic disease management; such as: 
high cholesterol, diabetes, high blood pressure, thyroid disorders, 

asthma, depression and much more.
As a primary care practice, we can help you with routine physicals, 
labs, immunizations and management of acute medical conditions. 
We are dedicated to the application of evidence-based medicine 

and up-to-date care.
Annual Physicals | Illness & Injury | Chronic Conditions | Pediatrics | Gynecology | 

Geriatric Care | Orthopedics

`
A perfect blend of senior living options to fit 

your lifestyle in a one-of-a-kind retirement 

community. Offering independent living cottages 

and apartments, single-story assisted living 

homes, specialty memory care, and a host 

of amenities and services, our resort-style 

community is surprisingly affordable.

B Y  A B B Y  S E N I O R  L I V I N G

825 Hunt Road | Baytown, TX
832-572-5619 

LodgeAtPineCreek.com

At surprisingly affordable rates!

©2020 Abby Senior Living. *Valid for qualifying new deposits placed between 06/01 and 06/30. Cannot be combined 
with other offers. Terms and restrictions apply. Talk with our Community Liaison for details.

independent living 
assisted living | memory care 

PLACE YOUR DEPOSIT  

BY 6/30 AND SAVE  

UP TO $3,400*

CALL TODAY
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Cath Lab

Blessed and Grateful
Delivering unparalleled patient care with a 
positive attitude because, #houstonwecan!

Thank you Health Care Heroes!

This Health Care Heroes photo gallery 
online at www.baytownsun.com is 
sponsored by Houston Methodist.

Celebrating Cinco de Mayo
OPC Therapy front desk staff, 
Noemi and Sylvia shared 
Cinco de Mayo by cooking 
lunch for their teammates. 
Muchas Gracias!

Brothers in arms
Working together to fight illness

Collaboration

2 North Houston 
Methodist Baytown

Crisis Nurse
One of my super hero nurse friends 
who was brave enough to go work 
an assignment in a crisis area. 
Please send all the good vibes her 
way. You’re an Angel, Jen!

Ed - Phlebotomost II
Emergency Room RN
Ready for testing!

Dream Team

2 North COVID unit at Houston Methodist 
Baytown Hospital
This is part of our amazing team here on 2 
North! We love our patients and support each 
other! It’s truly an honor to work with this group!



39Greater Baytown - June 2020
Thank you Health Care Heroes!

Housekeeping Hero: We are keeping it squeaky 
clean around Houston Methodist Baytown!!

Happy Nurses Week!

Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital 
Cath Lab Crew

ER Team. It’s always our pleasure to serve you.

Go Stros!

Houston Methodist Baytown

Houston Methodist Baytown Cath Lab Family

Medical Laboratory Hidden Heroes
We are the laboratory! We work behind the 
scenes to ensure doctors and nurses have accurate 
information to provide excellent healthcare!

Houston 
We Can. I 
love what 
I do.

Houston Methodist Baytown 
photo by Judy Williams

Thank you Leaders
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ICU Protective Pod Kathryn Bell RN and 
Tammy Linkenhoker RN

Love. My heart beats to take care 
of YOU!!

Julie Futrell RNIrma Pickering: Love what I doKim Murfin RNThank you

ICU Super Heroes
Thank you

Care package from a pharmacy teammate
Clinical pharmacists receive cookies from a 
pharmacy tech family for the heroic work we do.

Night Shift

Labor and Delivery RNs

ICU in Action
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Julie Futrell RN
and Kim Furfin RN

Nurses care.
Nurse Manager, Harris County 
Health Department

Houston Methodist Baytown 
Testing CleanSpace HALO 
Mask
Chief Nursing Officer, Becky 
Chalupa doing what heroes 
do. Testing PAPR (Powered 
Air Purifying Respirator) 
masks for staff, with help of 
Stjohn Sturton, director of 
supply chain management!

OPC Dream Team

The perfect treatment
Teamwork makes the dream work! 
Supporting each other to continue 
delivering quality safety and excellent 
patient care!

The OB Gang
Midwives, 

Neonatal nurse 
practitioner and 

NICU nurse 
have worked 

together many 
years!!

Peace out COVID-19

I am a respiratory therapist.
Have courage and be kind! 
Let’s work together! 
Our response to COVID-19.

OR RNs

Nurses Week Celebration!
Vintage day saluting Florence 
Nightingale and her leading the 
way to nursing excellence.
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Thank you

RN

Saving lives one day at a time
COVID won’t win the battle. 
We are all heroes that can do 
our part to win this battle.

Super(Wo)man and 
Wonder Woman ;)
Thank for the mask 
donations Karen Bell with 
Cupcake Couture Designs!

Respiratory therapist. Hey! Hey!

Showing love to leadership

Staying safe

Tammy Linkenhoker, RN
I am honored to be at 
Houston Methodist Baytown 
during this difficult time taking 
care of those in need! I work 
on our COVID unit, 2 North, 
and I am truly blessed with an 
amazing team of nurses and 
management to support us all 
in this crisis! I couldn’t ask for 
a better team! It’s a blessing to 
care for these patients during 
a very difficult time in their 
lives. I strive to do all that I 
can to make them feel safe, 
important, and to help them 
recover while they are here!

Kathryn Bell, RN and 
Tammy Linkenhoker, RN
It’s a blessing to work 
with this amazing nurse, 
Kathryn Bell! She truly cares 
about her patients and her 
compassion for them shows 
every shift she works! She’s 
also an awesome team 
player who is always more 
than willing to lend a hand 
when we need assistance 
with something! Thank you 
Katy for being such a great 
team player and friend to 
us and for caring so much 
about your patients! We 
love you!

Thank you

Strong and always 
ready for our 
Community
Houston Methodist 
Baytown Facilities 
and Engineering 
Department

Spring collection
Are you still GUCCI? 
‘Cause this COVID is 

LV-ing soon!

Sarah Lopez: Don’t 
even think about closing 
Starbucks!

Thank you Health Care Heroes!
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Taking care of business

Thank you

Work Sister
Fighting off that 

COVID

Wearing my Hugs from Snoopy Thank you

Together We Can. Despite social 
distancing during Covid-19 crisis 
our hearts got closer. Thank you

Trauma Team

Work Family, 
Night Shift

Wound Care/
HBO Team
“It Takes a 
Village”

Texas Children’s Hospital

Texas Children’s Hospital 
Emergency Room RN Ian

Thank you Health Care Heroes!
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