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Live life without joint pain.
At Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine in Baytown, we know 
that joint pain affects every part of your life. With treatment plans customized 
for you, our specialists offer a full range of advanced nonsurgical and 
surgical techniques, including:

• Innovative pain control methods
• Physical therapy to improve mobility and range of motion
• Latest technology, including minimally invasive surgical techniques
• Presurgical education programs for joint replacement

We can help you fi nd relief from joint pain  — so you can keep moving.

Baytown

without joint pain

KEEP
YOU 
MOVING

Schedule an appointment:
houstonmethodist.org/jointpain

281.427.7400



2019 Rebel
Lee College Athletic Department

Friday, june 21, 2019
Eagle Pointe Golf Club

12440 Eagle Pointe Dr. 
Mont Belvieu, TX 77580

register

NOW! For more information www.lee.edu/athletics
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fish competitively 
throughout Texas 
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On the cover

Summer is right around the corner, and as 

my great aunt always told me, we are feeling the 

‘Texas humility’ already.

In this summertime issue of  Greater Baytown, 

you will find something fun for kids of  all ages. 

From fishing competitions (pages 6-7) to the 

spectacular photography of  David Ensminger 

(pages 8-12), science classes for toddlers (16) to a manners banquet 

for tweens (18-19), and vacationing in Cuba (pages 24-25), there is 

something here for you.

David Berkowitz is back with The Baytown Project, shining a light on 

one person at at time.

With hurricane season starting this month, it is a good time to see the 

good work United Way of  Greater Baytown and Chambers County is 

doing on disaster recovery. There are still many people who need help 

from Hurricane Harvey. If  you have a willing spirit and a little time, you 

can make a difference.

Read about Ethelyn Ricks’ survivor spirit and perseverance now that 

she is back inside her beautiful kitchen in her Anahuac home, thanks to 

the Baytown Area Chambers County Disaster Recovery team.

We hope you enjoy.

In this issue

Carol Skewes
Publisher

Greater
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Jenice Coffey
Jenice Coffey, a native Baytonian, taught 
secondary English and history in the 
Goose Creek CISD for 27 years.  She 
enjoys spending time with family and 
friends, traveling, reading, cooking, and 
working in her flower beds.

Contributing writers

Justa Lanie Garrett

Justa, a native Baytonian, is a graduate from the University of 
Houston main campus. She received her MFA in Fiction and 
Literature from Bennington College in Vermont. She’s a stay-
at-home mom, wife, and writer who enjoys being outside and 
tries her best to live in the moment.

David Berkowitz

David enjoys shining a light on everyday people through 
stories and photos on The Baytown Project. He launched the 
online endeavor in 2014 after retiring from The University 
of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center after a 24-year career. 
Prior to that, he spent 10 years as a sportswriter/editor at 
newspapers in four states, including The Baytown Sun.
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Living the 
Big Fishing Dream

By Michael Pineda
Brent Juarez has found himself  in the land of  clichés, finding 

a niche with the term, ‘Living the dream.’
Juarez works full time at Chevron and part time as a fishing 

guide. He also is part of  a professional fishing team that has 
netted over $100,000 in career earnings. Needless to say, Juarez 
is living the life land-locked sportsmen can only dream of.

“I grew up in Baytown and began fishing with my dad (John) 
when I was 10,” Juarez said. I was 22 or 23 when I began fishing 
professionally.”

Juarez, a Sterling graduate, began fishing with fellow Ranger 
alum Chad Starr. After a couple of  years, Chad began a family 
and his brother, Cole Starr, took his place. And the duo have 
been making noise throughout Texas and the Gulf  Coast ever 
since.

“In my first tournament, It was just mainly like a vacation, 
a chance to get away and have fun fishing,” Juarez said. “I 
would say about 10 years after we started, we won three or four 
tournaments and had some Top 10 finishes in Louisiana. We 
started to take it more seriously.”

Taking it more seriously takes something of  a toll, not that 
Juarez would trade it for something else. There are the things 
behind the scenes such as the amount of  money spent on 

tournament and the time spent away from home.
“It is fun but it is stressful,” he said. “The most stressful part 

is trying to do good and win.”
Despite the stress, Juarez said he, along with Cole, still enjoys 

fishing competitively. They are one of  the longest-running teams 
currently touring. There is also the camaraderie of  hanging out 
with the competition.

“We enjoy hanging out with a set of  guys, sharing a house 
and food,” he said. “It is kind of  a getaway. Kind of  like a guys’ 
week.”

Juarez said if  the tournament is out of  town, they leave a week 
early, stay and fish in preparation for the tournament. And he 
still enjoys fishing locally. He considers the deep-water schools 
of  Galveston Bay as his bread and butter. 

Tournaments run from March until August so things are 
heating up. Helping make competing easier for Juarez and Starr 
are a list of  sponsors that include Coastline Marine Coastline 
Custom Aluminum, Yamaha, BAAD Marine, SCB Boats, Blazer 
Bay Boats, Waterloo Rods, Finns Braid, Simms Fishing, Down 
South Lures and McClain Trailers. Add it all up and you have 
a winning combination that is looking forward to some sunny 
days in the water and happy days in the winner’s circle. 

It is a landmark year in terms of  Gulf  Coast fishing as the 
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Coastal Conservation Association Texas State of  Texas Anglers’ 
Rodeo (STAR) celebrates its 30th anniversary.

The STAR Rodeo has provided scholarships for countless 
youth and also been an opportunity for adults to win prizes. 
Those lucky enough to catch a tagged, Redfish truly understand 
how special the rodeo is.

The kickoff  for the 2019 rodeo was Memorial Day weekend. 
A total of  60 tagged redfish were released throughout 600 miles 
of  Texas coastal waters, from Sabine Lake to South Padre Island. 

The rodeo traces its origin to CCA founder Walter Fondren 
III and others who created the family-friendly summer event. 
The hope was parents would get their kids out on the water in 
hopes of  winning a scholarship or a drive-away prize. 

“We want to get kids off  of  Xboxes and into tackle boxes,” 
Bill Kinney, Star tournament director, said. 

The tournament also provides the benefit of  teaching 
conservation through CCA materials. 

The first tournament drew 3,400 anglers and has since 
bloomed into a popular event with a high of  50,000 anglers 
competing for $1 million in prizes in 2017. Over $6.5 million 
total in college scholarships have been awarded in the history 
of  the event.

Other prizes vary. For the STAR anglers who bring in the first 
10 tagged redfish this year, five win a 2019 Ford F-150 Texas 
Edition to pull a new 23-foot Haynie BigFood boat rigged with 
a Mercury 150L Pro XS OptiMax motor and Coastline trailer. 
The next five winners receive the boat with the motor and the 
trailer. 

But you have to register.
In 2018, 15 tagged redfish were caught but only seven anglers 

claimed prizes. 

Redfish are only the only fish of  value. Speckled trout, kingfish, 
flounder, gafftop and sheepshead are among the other fish that 
can earn a boat and trailer. 

In terms of  youth, there are 10 college scholarships in $25,000 
and $50,000 increments available for prize fish. Ages 6 to 17 are 
eligible. 

Sponsors for the 30th Annual CCA Texas/STAR Tournament 
include Texas Ford Dealers, Tilson Home Corporation, Capital 
Farm Credit, Academy Sports + Outdoors, Whataburger, LP 
Building Products, Shiner Bock, KTRK-abc13, Mercury Marine, 
Haynie Boats, Mowdy Boats, Dargel Boats, Shoalwater Boats, 
Hoffpauir Polaris, Texas Fish & Game Magazine, Coastline 
Trailers, McClain Trailers, Chris’s Marine, MustangCAT Costa, 
and Evinrude.

CCA Texas State of Texas Anglers’ Rodeo

Robert Ibarra shows off the catch of the day. Ibarra 
was won a boat and trailer in the CCA STAR Rodeo. 

Nick Bell shows off a sheepshead 
fish that netted a $25,000 
scholarship in the CCA STAR Rodeo. 

Ben Ibarra and Emily Ibarra show off some fish caught during 
an outing. Ben is a $50,000 scholarship winner in the CCA 
STAR Rodeo and Emily is a first runner-up. 

The CCA STAR Rodeo brings in a number of competitors seeking 
prizes. Kobe Tedrick is a $25,000 scholarship winner while Ben 
Ibarra has won a $50,000 scholarship and Martin Sierra has 
placed as a first runner-up.



Lee College professor Captures 
Baytown with his lens

Photos by David Ensminger
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David Ensminger sometimes takes photographs in color, and some are in black and white. 
The Lee College humanities, English and folklore instructor grew up in Rockford, Illinois, 

a place he described as an old industrial town.
“I’d go down railroad tracks and took photos of  railroad tracks, old factory buildings and 

warehouses,” Ensminger said. 
Ensminger’s hunger for photography began in the 1980s, but when came to Baytown 10 

years ago after attending the University of  Oregon, he found it an interesting community 
worthy of  attention. 

“I wanted to document my experience there,” Ensminger said. “And the first thing I noticed 
was Texas Avenue. It really got my attention. Students told me about other places and I made 
assignments where my students would go out into the community to document, explore and 
write. So, I started doing the same thing.”

Ensminger went out to places such as the Eddie V. Gray Wetlands Education Center, the 
local oil fields and the Fred Hartman Bridge.

“I just started going out and taking a survey of  the community,” he said. “There are so 
few places left that have that historic, vintage and mainstream quality that it is relatively 
untouched. There are some obvious changes, but you can still go down Texas Avenue and see 
some of  the art deco buildings from the 1940s like the Brunson Theater.”

Ensminger said young people should realize places like Texas Avenue still have a lot to 
offer.

“Young people think of  Garth Road being the economic center of  the city,” he said. “But 
older generations remember it was really Texas Avenue. I want to bring their attention back 
and know what it means to preserve and celebrate history and think about the usable past. 
It was one of  those rare places where you have a meeting of  the wetlands, the oil industry, 
historical architecture and even a racial history of  things, too, that comes together on this 
very small avenue.”

Ensminger said the famous Trophy Barber Shop on Texas Avenue brings history alive to 
Baytown as well.

“It has a unique relationship with hunting and celebration of  trophies,” Ensminger said. 
“Plus, the (Sabor of  Mexico) ice cream shop with its Latino history helps make it truly 
fascinating that in one small community, so much can be involved.”

Ensminger said he hopes people will take note when they walk through a neighborhood 
that history is around every corner.

“People travel through these neighborhoods and think nothing of  it,” he said. “What I 
wanted to do is take photographs in a way that were slightly mysterious and provocative, so 
they would see the familiar places in a new light and have a different kind of  appreciation for 
it. It gives people a deeper appreciation for local history. And how you can use that history to 
bring people back to the community.” 

Ensminger has been a music writer for the Houston Press for some 20 years. He has written 
books such as “Visual Vitriol: The Street Art and Subcultures of  the Punk and Hardcore 
Generations” and co-wrote “Mojo Hand: The Life and Music of  Lightnin’ Hopkins.” He also 
plays drums, and has played with the Texas Biscuit Bombs with Biscuit of  the Big Boys. In 
addition, Ensminger has a Facebook series called “Southern Exposures,” where he chronicles 
the South visually and literally.

“I feel like we have a pretty big divide between urban places and more rural,” Ensminger 
said. “I have taken a road trip through places like Nashville, Birmingham and Matagorda, 
taking photos of  the South in a way where we re-think it, and celebrate the sites more positive 
and the richness and diversity of  it. Some think of  it in narrow ways, so I wanted to represent 
a greater spectrum and draw attention to heritage, identify and beauty of  places that have 
been sort of  ignored or overlooked.”

By Matt Hollis
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Photos by David Ensminger
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Daughters are Paityn, 5 and Tenley, 7
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1.  My husband and I celebrate 10   
     years of  marriage this month.
 
2.  I also turn 35 this month.

3.  I am originally from Midland.

4.  My grandfather is my best buddy 
     and hero (Korean War veteran).

5.  I played volleyball at 
     Calallen High School
     outside Corpus Christi.

6.  I met my husband in Aggieland, 
     where we worked for the same 
     company.

7.  My daughter Tenley was named 
     after a contestant on The Bachelor. 
     I just loved the name! 

8.  I donate blood because a donor 
     saved my life.

9.  I serve on the praise team at 
     Old River Baptist Church.

10. My faith is the absolute most 
      important thing to me.

10 Things you didn’t know about

Macie Schubert

Macie Schubert

Executive Director, West Chambers County Chamber of Commerce
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By Justa Lanie Garrett

Messy Mitts, a program offered by the 
City of  Baytown Parks and Recreation 
Dept., is a low cost, hands-on learning 
experience for ages 2-5. With a variety 
of  activities used to help toddlers learn 
while having fun and getting their hands 
a little dirty, Messy Mitts is a worthwhile 
and unique offering for the Baytown 
community.

The program, established in 2005 by 
the City of  Baytown Parks and Recreation 
Coordinator, Shontele T. Williams, and 
past employee Jennifer Oaks, was created 
in order to fill a gap in what was being 
offered to children in Baytown. Williams 
states that, at the time “we had many 
programs for other age groups, so it was 
time to accommodate the little ones, our 
future leaders.”

Williams and Oaks taught the classes, 
which involved a craft or activity that 
would get the children involved a little 
“messy,” such as, painting with pudding 
to smashing biscuit dough. Williams says, 
“each week was based on a theme and 
had a gooey, chewy, messy snack to eat.” 
Sometimes they would visit City Hall, 

right across the way, and sing songs or 
show off  the craft they’d just made. 

Though at the time no one in the Parks 
and Recreation Department had children, 
they created a successful program built 
to stimulate the minds and hands of  the 
toddlers of  Baytown. When asked why 
she thought a program such as this was 
important to offer to this age group, 
Williams replied that “these programs 
enhance early development, shaping 
personalities while stimulating brain 
growth. Classes like Messy Mitts make it 
easier to adjust to when they go to ‘big 
school’- kindergarten.”

While the program took a temporary 
hiatus, it came back in full swing in 2019, 
along with a new instructor, Tiffany 
Gill. Gill, who has a bachelor of  arts 
in education from Ashford University, 
is the owner and director of  The 
STEM Explorers, in Baytown. Williams 
contacted her because of  the successful 
STEM summer camps Gill conducted 
in 2018 through the City of  Baytown, 
and her offering of  STEM classes at 
preschools in town, including Memorial 
Baptist Explorers, Stepping Stones, 
and The Day School for Little People. 

Messy Mitts
Baytown program introduces toddlers to science 



Williams says she asked Gill because “she 
was born to work with toddlers” and that 
“her passion for educating is twisted with 
fun and learning, which brings exactly 
what Parks and Recreation is about.”

The most recent Messy Mitts session 
began April 23 through May 21, from 
10-10:50 am. Each week parents, 
grandparents, and baby-sitters, brought 
in their toddlers to experience not only 
activities that would involve getting a little 
messy, but also spark a love of  STEM 
subjects. The activities conducted, Gill 
says, help toddlers “hone fine motor 
skills” while also introducing them to 
“cause and effect at an early age.” 

The sessions included a wide variety 
of  activities that Gill gets from various 
resources, including ideas created on her 
own. Such as making a volcano out of  
playdough, and mixing vinegar and baking 
soda inside to let the children experience 
the reaction. During one session, small 

plastic tubs were filled with a product 
called water beads. Gooey to the touch, 
the children dug around to discover 
various items hidden within, using a 
scoop clamp, helping them exercise their 
fine motor skills. 

Other times they played in oobleck, a 
mixture of  cornstarch and water, which 
creates the feeling of  both a solid and a 
liquid, went on a scavenger hunt outside to 
encourage exploration, and for Mother’s 
Day, used their hands to paint oven mitts 
for their moms.

Messy Mitts, Gill says, is a “way for 
[children] to do hands-on activities they 
may not get to do at home.” Not only is 
the program a way for 2-5-year-olds to 
socialize with children their age and learn 
through fun activities, it’s also a way for 
parents to learn ideas to do with their 
children at home, especially with summer 
fast-approaching. 

“A lot of  the stuff  you can find around 

your house already,” Gill says. 
While Messy Mitts will not take place in 

the summer, the sessions will begin again 
in the fall. Every Tuesday, September 3rd 
through December 10, with a total of  
fourteen sessions, caregivers can bring 
their 2-5-year-olds to the community 
center to participate in this offering. 

Gill already has a lot of  the meetings 
planned, including activities focused on 
Halloween, Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
The sessions will cost a total of  $200 per 
child, with a $25 sibling discount. 

Williams, Gill, and Baytown Parks and 
Recreation are excited and passionate 
about offering a thought-provoking class 
for this specific age group. 

The activities involved promote social 
skills, introduce STEM subjects, and most 
of  all, make learning fun. 

For more information on this offering 
and others, check out the City of  
Baytown’s website at www.baytown.org.

Messy Mitts program was created to fill a gap in what was being offered to children in Baytown.
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Gathering elementary school students for 
a meal conjures images of  noise, fast food, 
pizza and general chaos--but a Fifth Grade 
Manners Banquet hosted by San Jacinto 
Elementary School was about as far from 
that picture as you can get.

Teacher Ivy Martinez had the idea of  
introducing fifth-graders to proper etiquette 
and good manners.

Sponsored by a grant from the Goose 
Creek Education Foundation and Texas 
Roadhouse, the students who attended didn’t 
have to pay any money, but there were a 
couple of  catches.

First, the event was only open to fifth 
graders at the school who had permission 
from their parents.

Then, those students had to attend six 
classes held during their lunch or recess 
times.

Classes covered manners basics such as 
confidence, voice level, posture, appearance, 
facial expressions, greeting, behavior, proper 
attire, conversation skills and topics and 
positivity.

Finally, they had to avoid getting a 
disciplinary office referral during the 5th six-
weeks period.

Those who persevered were treated to an 
evening with excellent food and desserts and 
a chance to enjoy a social occasion in a truly 
grown-up setting.

Supporting this event:
Education Foundation
Texas Roadhouse
Panera Bread
Chick-Fil-A
Hearts & Hands of  Baytown 
Life Church

Manners Banquet
By Mark Fleming

San Jacinto Elementary fifth-graders learn proper etiquette and good manners

Shane Bailey shares what he learned in ettiquette class.  
Students pictured: Shane Bailey, Cheyenne Simon and Angela Vasquez

Students won door prizes. Students pictured: Alexa Manzo and Yaritza Hernandez



San Jacinto teachers and staff:  From left, Lauren Vargas, Ann Boring, 
Rachel, McAdam, Ivy Martinez, Vernell Fussell, Haley Johnston and 
Kim Hillis

Top: Shane Bailey, 
Jack Gifford, Mrs. 
Hillis, Tranaejia 
Hunter, Emily 
Gifford, Angela 
Vasquez, Kassandra 
Pacheco
Bottom: McKenzie 
Hixson, Kelly 
Fuentes, Clarissa 
Tong, Alex 
Valladares, Jayda 
Cornejo

Jack Gifford, Emily Gifford, 
Mrs. Martinez, Mckenzie 
Hickson, Tranaejia Hunter

Emily Gifford, McKenzie 
Hickson, Tranaejia Hunter, 
Clarissa Tong

Mrs. Hillis, Mrs. McAdam (Principal), Mrs. Boring, 
Ms. Valentine (Exxon Mobil volunteer)
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Where are they Now?

Clint Stoerner
By Alan Dale

A well-traveled and evolving man was once just a Baytown 
homegrown footballer who never left the state of  Texas.

That’s where Clint Stoerner finds himself  over 20 years 
removed from graduating from Robert E. Lee High School 
in 1996.

After leaving the school as a former all-state honorable 
mention and all-district performer, Stoerner – who resides 
most of  the time in Baytown, moved on to the University 
of  Arkansas and during his time there set many now broken 
records that included yards in a game (387), touchdowns in a 
season (26) and touchdowns for a career (57).

In 2001, he began a career in the NFL playing for five 
seasons with the Dallas Cowboys and Miami Dolphins before 
matriculating to the Arena Football League for three years 
before hanging up the cleats.

During all that time, Stoerner was doing what he loved while 
also developing a skill set, he now puts to good use.

“The writing was on the wall,” Stoerner said. “When you 
go from making NFL-kind of  money to the Arena league you 
know you are going in the wrong direction. I was blessed to 
get paid to play a sport for money, but I knew life was coming 
around sooner or later.”

That life moved him into the media booth – both radio and 
television – where he has evolved in time from a guy who 
used to offer football insight for free to now being able to 
be a regular contributing analyst for football games across 
Southeastern Conference living rooms, working for Cox 
Sports, 103.7 FM the Buzz in Little Rock, Arkansas, and even 
his weekly appearance on 610 AM in Houston.

“I have carved up a niche where I can stay close to the 
game,” Stoerner said.  “I can stay in the same studio five days a 
week for four hours.  “I’ve worked hard to not have a full-time 
job,” he said. “The business side for me is that I don’t shoot 
in the wind. If  you’re going to analyze and critique someone’s 
playing or coaching, as long as you are accurate, done your due 

diligence and it’s not hearsay, then 9 out of  10 times the person 
you talk about won’t mind. I think I have the confidence to do 
that in the media today because I always respected those guys 
as a player.  “Trying to be in the media, if  I am going to say 
something,  it’s going to be backed up.”

He has also worked to develop his quarterback skills camp, 
the Clint Stoerner Football Camp, held each summer in 
Fayetteville, Arkansas.
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Throw in his work helping children with Down syndrome and 
the man is living a complete life full of  growth through many 
experiences.

Just like when he was sent to play in Glasgow, Scotland, 
and Amsterdam, Netherlands, for the NFL Europe when the 
Cowboys and Dolphins sent him there for more work.

“The whole Europe deal was really cool,” Stoerner said. 
“When I was growing up, before I took recruiting visits, I’d never 
left the state of  Texas. For me, it was a whirlwind. Amsterdam, 
in particular, was pretty unique to say the least. I am not into 
paying for drugs or women, but living in a place like that for 
three months where that is possible? That’s interesting.”

“Scotland, if  you are into Braveheart type of  stuff  – castles 
and a lot of  greenery and a lot of  different weather changing 
on the hour – it is very cool. It’s cool for to live there for two 
weeks, but when you realize you have to stay there for three 
months it’s kind of  depressing. It is unbelievably beautiful, but 
with the constant weather changes and being a long way away 
from friends and family.”

Then it was his time in arena that allowed him to show off  his 
talents while the reality of  his career also settled in.

“For me, my skill set fit that league – I didn’t have the biggest 
arm, I wasn’t the biggest guy – so the smaller field, having less 
arm strength didn’t matter,” Stoerner said. “It’s about having 
great feet and be able to change arm slots. The arena game really 
fit my skillset. It’s one of  the first times I remember having one 
of  the best skill sets in the entire league. I had a chance to have 
some success in that league.”

It was time to move on and he found his new life in being 
able to talk football and do it in a way that not only respects the 
players and the game, but also represents himself  to the highest 
of  professionalism.

“If  I don’t know something, I am not going to talk about,” 
he said. “I just don’t go that route. If  someone’s done my 
homework and I’ve done my homework, we can have different 
opinions. I am OK with it.”
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From left, back:
Daryl Ferguson 
and Ken Shilling;
Front: Bridgette 
Fontenot and 
Jenice Coffey

Destination Cuba
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By Jenice Coffey
I had never considered traveling to Cuba but 

had the opportunity and took advantage of  
it.  What a pleasant surprise!  The people were 
friendly, the food was delicious, and our group 
saw some very interesting sights.  It was a fun 
trip that I recommend to you. 

Seven of  us headed from Houston to 
Havana from Feb. 7-11.  One of  our group 
members had been before and hired Alex, 
a guide she had used on her previous trip, 
to meet us at the airport and take us to 
interesting sights while we were there.  We 
really benefitted from his friendly and patient 
service.  However, he and Ernesto, our other 
driver, were not the only friendly people we 
met.  I expected we might see policemen or 
members of  the military guarding the country 
in a very oppressive manner.  Instead, almost 
everyone we encountered was genuinely 
friendly and seemed glad we were there.  The 
waiters appeared to bend over backwards.  
People on the streets happily gave us 
directions if  they could understand the little 
Spanish our group members spoke.  Overall, a 
trip to Cuba is worthwhile just to enjoy getting 
to know the friendly inhabitants.

I had been forewarned that Cuba’s food 
would be bland.  That did not prove true for 
the food we ate.  Our first night my husband 
and I shared a seafood paella that included 
lobster, clams, shrimp, and squid that was 
delicious.  At lunch, the following day we had 
a variety of  entrees, and everyone at the table 
was served black beans over white rice, black 
beans mixed with brown rice, and pineapple 
rice—my favorite.  That evening I tried ropa 
vieja, pulled stewed beef  with vegetables, 
one of  the national dishes of  Cuba, which 
I thoroughly enjoyed.  We enjoyed two very 
special meals, one at the San Cristobal, eating 
our meal in the room where the Kardashians 
ate, and next to the room where President 
Obama was served.  The following evening, 
we ate at Casa Mia, rated as the number 
three restaurant in Havana, where I enjoyed 
a ceviche appetizer and a pineapple shrimp 

entrée that were both excellent.  Our last 
day in Havana, we enjoyed a meal of  roast 
pork.  Papayas, passion fruit, plantains, and 
pineapples were also frequently offered.  My 
recommendation is to enjoy the seafood, 
chicken, and pork readily available and avoid 
beef, which never seemed as satisfying as what 
we get at home.   

I enjoyed the beautiful scenery in and near 
Havana as well as some interesting experiences.  
We travelled to a tobacco farm and saw a 
cigar-rolling demonstration.  Of  course, the 
members of  our group were encouraged to 
then purchase some cigars, although I do not 
think we had any cigar smokers in the group.  
The cigars proved to be good souvenirs to 
bring back to our cigar-smoking friends.  
That day we also toured a cave on a boat ride 
which seemed like a ride in an amusement 
park.  On another day our focus was Havana 
with a stop at John Lennon Park and a rum 
factory.  Apparently, John Lennon Park is a 
major tourist attraction as I have seen photos 
of  various celebrities taken in this park.  We 
also toured Old Havana, a major contrast to 
the Havana of  today.  We had the opportunity 
to shop in Old Havana as well as in an 
outdoor market and a huge warehouse in the 
port area, where hats, purses, and shirts were 
purchased.  One accommodating worker even 
opened a museum that was currently closed 
for our group to tour it.  On our last day, we 
went to the Hotel Nacional and toured the 
Cuban Missile Crisis museum and the museum 
housed in the hotel that tells its interesting 
history. 

Of  course, we thoroughly enjoyed seeing all 
the old cars, even taking a ride in a convertible 
one evening.

I had never given thought to visiting Cuba 
before this opportunity presented itself.  I had 
a surprisingly enjoyable time and recommend 
a visit.  The weather was great, the food was 
delicious, and the sights were interesting.  Most 
of  all, the genuine friendliness of  the Cubans 
made the trip one I will not soon forget. 

Daryl Fontenot, 
Ken Shilling, 
Daryl Ferguson, 
Don Coffey
Bridgette 
Fontenot and 
Jenice Coffey

Bridgette Fontenot, 
Jenice Coffey, 
Kathi Moore and 
Ken Shilling

From Houston to Havana
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Through The Baytown Project, David Berkowitz shines 
a light on everyday people in the greater Baytown 
area. Follow along at thebaytownproject.com, or on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Cissy Clearo has worked with teens for about eight years.

Cissy Clearo “The youth pastor at Old River Baptist Church asked if  
I’d be interested in helping lead a group for troubled teens 
called The Landing. After I heard a little about it, I said, 
‘Absolutely.’ It’s for males and females in grades 6 through 
12. We’re trying to help these kids understand that what 
they’re going through right now is just temporary. They 
shouldn’t look at their teen years as their whole life. That can 
be pretty challenging for kids who are going through things 
like being bullied, who feel the need to harm themselves, or 
are involved in addictive behaviors like vaping.

“Bullying is a huge factor in schools these days, especially 
at the high school level. People say that it’s been around 
for years, but not like this. I mean, I was bullied as a kid. 
I was thrown in the trash can in the boys bathroom. But 
that’s nothing compared to what’s going on today. Now 
there’s social bullying, where someone can use an app to 
bully another person anonymously. You can’t track it back 
to whoever did it. They’re hiding behind their phones. And 
some of  these kids are very mean. The things I’m seeing 
and hearing about, it’s so sad.

“No matter what they’re going through, I try to be that 
one solid person who is there for them, who will listen to 
their issues, and advise them as best I can. To be honest, 
this whole experience has kind of  helped me to be a better 
parent. I talk to my own kids more. I spend at least 30 
minutes with them every night. I tuck them in — even my 
16-year-old. I lay next to him, and I’m like, ‘How was your 
day? What’s going on?’ I think it’s more important than 
ever to just let them know that I’m there for them.”
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Marcus Cerda “I was working at Walmart on the night shift, 
but I was going to move to days because my shift 
got real boring. So out of  curiosity I was thinking, 
there have to be some cute girls on the day shift, 
right? Like, somebody. And I kept hearing the 
name Hunter float around. So when I moved to 
the day shift I was like, I’ve got to find that girl 
with Hunter on her name tag. 

“I was working in receiving, and we had 
20-something people on our team. I was looking 
for someone who fit the description: a 5-foot-5 
or 5-foot-6 blond girl with blue eyes. I figured 
that shouldn’t be too hard. But it took me two 
days because she was off  my first day on the shift. 

“That next day, I saw her in the break room. 
She was sitting there eating a bag of  strawberry-
flavored jelly beans. I asked her if  it was OK if  
I sat down, and she said, ‘Yeah.’ I didn’t exactly 
know what to say after that. She was the first one 
to really speak up. She said, ‘Hey, would you like 
some jelly beans?’ And I was like, ‘Sure.’ So our 
relationship started with jelly beans. Now here 
we are, about two years later, and we’re engaged.”

Marcus Cerda and Hunter Hinnant enjoy a day at the dog park.

“I’ve always had this interest in animals. You name it, 
I’ve probably had it: geese, turtles, chickens, dogs, fish, rats, 
hamsters … I’ve had it all. I’m really interested in wildlife, too. 
I love fishing and stuff  like that. So I guess it makes sense that 
I chose to study biology. I haven’t decided specifically what I 
want to do yet. But I would like to work with marine life and 
also terrestrial animals. I guess I’m leaning toward becoming a 
veterinarian, and just see where that takes me. I realize I have a 
lot of  schooling ahead of  me. But you know what? In life, you 
sometimes have to go through a lot of  things to get to where 
you want to be.

“My biggest challenge is probably trying to accomplish so 
much at one time. Right now, I’m working two jobs. I work 
at a grocery store and I coach a young dance team called the 
Prancing Starlettes. I’m a full-time student. And during the 
summer, I’m taking extra classes. I have a very tight schedule. 
I come to school at 8. I leave around 1. I go to work at 2. I get 
off  around 7. And I coach until 9. Then I go home and do all 
my homework. Depending on how I feel, I might stay up until 
1 or 2 in the morning. It’s a lot. But on Thursdays and Fridays, 
I have time to rest. So that’s when I build up all my energy. 
Then I just do it all over again.”

Jaya Leblanc

Jaya Leblanc’s favorite pets include two dogs and “a bunch of fish.”
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By Carol Skewes
Ethelyn Ricks, a Hurricane Harvey victim, was officially welcomed 
home May 9 in Anahuac. United Way formed the Baytown 
Area and Chambers County Disaster Recovery team following 
Hurricane Harvey in 2017 and they have been helping residents 
put their homes back in order ever since. After attending a 
resource fair put on by St. Vincent de Paul, residents of  Chambers 
County finally found some needed help and relief.

Ethelyn and her daughter, Alice Lewis, were especially grateful 
to have her kitchen back in working order since Ethelyn loves 
to cook. Initial repairs had been done on her home, but an early 
contractor had done more damage than repair.

A chain of  events led Ethelyn and Alice to find United Way.
Alice provided some “before” photos to contrast with how 

lovely her mother’s home now looks.
Hurricane Harvey filled Ethelyn’s home with about three feet of  

water.
Neighboring churches drove by to see who needed help. A 

youth group of  one of  the churches helped take out the damaged 
drywall. Someone else rode by and delivered pizzas for the 
workers. Alice says it was all a miracle back then.

Ethelyn, and her cousin, had originally evacuated to a shelter in 
Winnie, before Alice brought her mother to her home in Mont 
Belvieu.

Ethelyn was then in temporary housing for a couple of  months. 
Then, on June 6, 2018, Ethelyn suffered a stroke, partly due to the 
stress of  Harvey. She is still working to fully regain her speech.

Two weeks before Christmas, Ethelyn was finally able to move 
back into her home.

Alice said, “We were fortunate that there were organizations 
that knew people in this area (Double Bayou and Chambers 
County) were lacking resources.” The resource fair took place 
shortly after Ethelyn was released from the hospital. Alice and 

Ethelyn attended and learned about United Way’s disaster recovery 
team. Alice recalled hearing Eddie Williams of  the Marcelous 
Williams Resource Center advise everyone to work together.

The Ricks family is very appreciative of  all the help and Ethelyn 
definitely feels blessed. Alice said they lost many photos, but were 
able to salvage some of  the family belongings.

At the welcome home celebration, United Way’s Disaster 
Recovery Manager Patricia Wells gave Ethelyn a peace lily and a 
“Welcome Home” doormat. Pastor Ernest Bryson led a prayer. 
Project Manager Albert Morales explained the work the United 
Way disaster recovery team did. 

He said initial repairs done on Ethelyn’s home by a previous 
contractor were not done correctly and neighbors had noticed 
water pouring out of  the back of  Ethelyn’s home while she had 
been in the hospital. The plumbing had not been connected 
correctly. The bad plumbing work had to be completely removed 
and the home was mold remediated by United Way.

Wells encouraged Ethelyn to not be afraid entering the new 
hurricane season.

Alice said, “God bless everybody for helping my mom. People 
here did not know about the resources (at first) … Everyone has 
been amazing and truly wonderful to work with. Thank you all 
very, very much.”

Melissa Reabold, executive director of  United Way, thanked 
St. Vincent de Paul for their support and referrals in Chambers 
County. Reabold said, “This is a ripple effect. This is a great 
team effort. It’s great to walk in here and see a beautiful, usable 
kitchen.”

St. Vincent de Paul supervisor Aunshelle White thanked the 
Ricks family for putting their trust in them so they could connect 
the family with those who could help. “Thank you for trusting 
us,” said White.

Wells read a poem to close out the ceremony.

Neighbors helping neighbors
 Before photo by Alice Lewis
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live united

A home is …
A home is not where you come only to sleep,
A home is where you come to feel alive.
A home is not a place to store your worries,
A home is a place to let your happiness thrive.
A home is not where you live in darkness,
A home is where you say Goodbye to gloom 
and welcome the light.
A home is not where you argue and fight,
A home is where you let love bloom.

Anonymous

Ethelyn Ricks
of Anahuac

Pictured from left are: BACC-DR Project Manager 
Albert Morales, Christina Dickerson of the Marcelous-
Williams Resource Center, Pastor Ernest Bryson, 
BACC-DR Disaster Recovery Manager Patricia Wells, 
United Way of Greater Baytown and Chambers 
County Executive Director Melissa Reabold, 
Homeowner Ethelyn Ricks, Latisha Thomas of St. 
Vincent de Paul, Alice Lewis (daughter), Aunshelle 
White of St. Vincent de Paul, Kaley Smith and Nellie 
Lunsford of Chambers Health and board chair for 
Baytown Area Chambers County Disaster Recovery 
Guido Persiani.

 After photos by Carol Skewes
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The Baytown Sun honored 30 of our area’s 
rising leaders for their business success and 
community impact during a ceremony held at 
the Baytown Community Center May 16, 2019. 
A special section May 17 profiled each of the 
awardees. 

First row, from left, Stormy 
Boyd, Matthew Moser, 
Kiska Boyd, Jennifer Vera, 
Scott Bennett, Kristine 
Marie Singleton, Officer 
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photo by 
Martin 
Garcia

Katie Fuentes and Ashley Dugat; 
Middle row, Bethany Aguayo, Dr. 
Chris Mathews, Elisa Nieto, Jenny 
Montes, Preslie Cox, Cruz Orsino, 
Joshua Figueroa, Whitley Dorsett, 
and Francis Janoy Roberson; 

and  Back row, Jason Burlin, Christopher 
McClure, Karl Rice, Shanead Sims, 
Raul Quintero, Blake Cather, and Officer 
Barry Calvert;  Not pictured: Zackary 
Mendenhall, Stephen McWilliams, 
Ke’Erron Sims, Richard Vela, Shanea 
Hampton, Cameron Young

The

SunBaytown
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Sharon Guill, Carol Nelson and Barbara Wilson Sharon Naiser, Michelle Foyt-Barnes and Helen Foyt

Red Hat Society Celebration

Martha Webb and Doris Ezell Elsie Eames and Jewel James

Cuba Cook and Linda Ferguson Lynne Foley and Linda McPike

32 Greater Baytown June 2019



By Christopher James 

Sporting a vibrant scarlet hat, 
sometimes draped with accents of  
purple, signifies membership to a fun-
loving social society. 

The women who wear these attractive 
hats are members of  the Red Hat 
Society, also known as the Scarlet YaYas. 

In the Baytown chapter, about 30 “red 
hatters” remain, and are divided into 
a Tuesday and Wednesday group that 
meets every third week of  the month. 

“It’s about old friends, new friends 
and good friends,” Helen Fojt said, who 
has been a member for about 15 years. 
“And we all just have a great time in 
fellowship.”

Lynne Foley, senior adult and travel 
manager at Lee College, leads the Red 
Hat Society through the Lee College 
Center for Workforce and Community 
Development and is gearing up to 
celebrate 15 years of  fellowship, as she is 
also about to retire.

“We’re going to have one big 
celebration, hopefully with charter 
members and former members,” Foley 
said. “Attendees will be able to bring 
their significant other, and we’re just 
going to have a big party.” 

The big bash will be at the conference 
center in Rundell Hall where they hope a 
couple hundred to attend. Details of  the 
bash are still being worked out, but Foley 
says it’s sure to be a great time. 

“We’re going to have a style show, 
musical entertainment and then we’re 
going to honor charter members,” Foley 
said. 

Once Foley retires, she hopes whoever 
takes her place continues to facilitate the 
Red Hat Society. 

While the group is for women 50 years 
old and over, they welcome everyone to 
join and partake in their monthly social 
gatherings that take place in restaurants 
across Baytown. 

In addition to fellowship, members 
also bring canned goods that are then 

donated to the Lee College Food Pantry 
or Love Network. 

Over the years the “Red Hatters” have 
also helped with the homeless shelter. 

“They’re a generous bunch,” Foley 
said. “They like to have fun, but they 
want to help everyone in the community 
that they can.” 

The international Red Hat Society 
was first started in 1997 by Sue Ellen 
Cooper in California and has roughly 
20,000 chapters in all 50 states in the 
United States and more than 30 foreign 
countries. 

And the group simply encourages 
women to connect socially, emotionally 
and to support each other in pursuit of  
vital, active living through middle age 
and beyond.  

While the society was originally meant 
for women 50 and up, all ages are 
welcome. For those under 50 they wear 
pink hats and lavender clothing. 
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Keep Baytown Beautiful

Mascots Brenda Garcia (a GCCISD staff 
member, Goose Creek Memorial High 
School Patriot), Sofia Dusek (Robert E. Lee 
Gander), Miranda Henslin (Ross S. Sterling 
Ranger) and Angelica DeHoyos (IMPACT 
Early College High School Spartan).

Keep Baytown Beautiful Board President Scott 
Sheley was presented with “The Big Kahuna” 

award, a.k.a. Leader of the Year award. 
Starting next year, this award will be named 

the Eleanor Albon Leadership Award, in honor 
of Eleanor Albon, who is known for her great 
spirit of volunteerism and her support of this 

organization as well as many others.

NRG’s Robb Kurelic and 
Tracey Pattillo

Scott Sheley and Laurie 
Terry. Houston Methodist 
Baytown Hospital helped 
sponsor the Keep Baytown 
Beautiful Gala.

Physio’s Brett Balcerak 
and Elena Poirot

Tree Life Farms’ Pamela 
Aschenbrener, Mike Aschenbrener 
and KBB President Scott Sheley

Sun Publisher Carol Skewes 
accepts the Media of the 
Year Award from Isabella 
Yepez-Gonzalez

Elena Poirot presents a framed-wildlife 
ornament to HEB in thanks for its 
sponsorship of Keep Baytown Beautiful. 
From left are Elena Poirot, Gary 
Schmalfeldt, Kim Kelly and Coral Infante.

This event was 

held at Evergreen 

Events Center, 

the first event 

following a 

renovation 

of  the center. 

Mayor Brandon 

Capetillo was 

keynote speaker.

Keep Baytown 

Beautiful hosts 

the Trash Off  

each year at area 

high schools.
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“Wild About Baytown”
City Department of the 
Year, Parks & Rec, from left, 
Baytown City Manager Rick 
Davis, Scott Johnson, Elena 
Poirot, Shontelle Williams 
and Paul Cranford

Primary Teacher of the Year 
Award: From left Isabella 
Yepez-Gonzalez, Soham 

Datar, June Castanan, 
Debbie Gerza and Scott 

Sheley

Civic Organization of the 
Year: Optimist Club, from 
left, Gary Anderson, Scott 
Sheley, Kathy Anderson, 
Elisa Nieto and Isabella 
Yepez-Gonzalez

Elena Poirot (second 
from left) accepts the 

Secondary Teacher of Year 
as Scott Sheley, Isabella 

Yepez-Gonzalez and Dr. 
Veronique Vien Tran of Lee 

College congratulate her.

Youth Group of year 
award: Key Club. Accepting 
Shaily Yadav (GCM), 
Valeria Tijerina Gil (REL), 
Soham Datar (GCM), and 
Aarushi Shukla (RSS). They 
are pictured with Isabella 
Yepez-Gonzalez, Carolina 
Reyes, Scott Sheley and 
Tracey Pattillo.

At right from left Elisa 
Nieto, Tracey Pattillo, 

Aarushi Shukla, Soham 
Datar and Scott Sheley. 
Shukla and Datar were 

both surprised with a 
$525 check each from 

Keep Baytown Beautiful 
to help them further their 

educational journeys.
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Animal Care Clinic
“Care” is our middle name““

6318 FM 563 South | Wallisville, TX 77597
Phone: 409-389-2200 | Fax: 409-389-2266

Mon. - Thurs. 8:00am - 5:00pm
Fri. - Sat. 8:00am-12:00pm

www.careisourmiddlename.com

CONTACT US!
FOR ALL YOUR AWARD & PERSONALIZATION NEEDS!

From trophies to plaques-

Recognizing Outstanding 
Achievements Everyday!

1214 Massey Tompkins, Baytown
Mon -Fri  9am - 5pm

www.awards-engraving.com
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myhelpdesk@awards-engraving.com

Recognize • Personalize • Reward • Appreciate

281-420-1299

• Aesthetics
• Hormone Optimization
• Weight Loss
• Free Consultations

Shelbi Aes etics & We ne 
621-1 Rollingbrook | 281-427-6360

www.shelbiaesthetics.com

$25 off for all fi rst time 
Botox and Dysport clients!

INDUSTRY OUR GROWTH 
CONTINUES

Chamber of Commerce

Brighter
Business Ahead! WEST 

CHAMBERS 
COUNTY

  2830 North FM 565, Suite 200
www.
 eWCCCC.com

281•576•5440

Dianna Paul
Independent Jewelry
Consultant

PaparazzibyDianna@outlook.com
paparazziaccessories.com/43485

Dee’s 
Jewelry Box
409-549-4545

Subscribe Today!
Call 281-422-8302

The

SunBaytown
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By Alan Dale
Yes, it’s the sports editor doubling down at 

The Baytown Sun as also a music reviewer and 
it’s time to let you in on a well-known secret:

I may love my sports, but my passion by a 
mile is music. It’s not even really close, to be 

honest.
Yet, one thing I believe can be brought to the 

table is, like my sports, my music interests are 
massive.

What once was a music collection of  over 
100,000 files and 16 months of  one play long 
is now down to 43,000 after five-plus years of  
deciding what songs I might want to hear more 
than three times before I die.

Yes, that passionate.
I cover the scale from punk rock to classical 

and even from rap – more old-school than new, 
although it is on the comeback – to country. It 
doesn’t matter: If  it’s good it’s worth listening to 
again and again.

While other little kids were listening to PBS 
tunes, I was a 5-year-old with musical tastes for 
David Bowie, Deep Purple, Roxy Music, King 
Crimson, James Brown and disco.

With that in mind I hope to give you a dose 
of  top 10 lists of  some of  the obscure, yet 
phenomenal, music on the planet. At the same, 
I will indulge the occasional pop or Top 40 treat 
since that is the music the masses declare as 
relevant – even if  at times it’s just hot garbage 
played over a synthesizer and auto tune.

My goal here? Is to share my love for music 
and also educate on what’s out there known and 
unknown and let you know if  it good or bad or 
maybe the greatest thing since the last greatest 
thing 10 minutes ago.

Shall we begin?
This month’s album review: SYML, self-titled 

album
The new artist is the recording alias of  Seattle’s 

Brian Fennell using the term that translates to 
“simple” from the Welsh dialect.

The music is anything but simple, but to say 
we will remember this as anything other than a 
cute, first effort would be a stretch.

Fennell’s vocals are of  the higher variety and 
has that occasional feel of  verging on being too 
nasally or whiny, but then he pulls off  a track or 
two where you find yourself  backing away from 
the ledge of  this ballad-dominated release.

The album shoots out of  the gate with “Clean 
Eyes” and although it does have a vague cliched 
feel, the music you hear is still an ambitious 
effort of  layers that move from a myriad of  
sounds behind a hummingbird-fast tempo that 
makes one already perk up and ask for the next 
song.

I get to the first single release “The Bird” and 
you can tell why they went with this: It’s by far 

the best song on the album and one where you 
can see the potential here. 

There is so much going on here and you can 
feel the fusion of  a number of  genres as to feel 
moved to almost like this artist.

“Wildfire” sounds like a tune Maroon 5 
would try to produce, a very Top 40 sounding 
ballad-ish song that offers nothing but that 
overplayed down-tempo, let’s get this on radio, 
beat. Terrible? No. Offers anything special? No.

“Break Free” is a catchy tune with a nice 
beat and some good experimental sounds that 
illustrates the potential of  this artist.

Another ballad, “Bed” offers little to make 
me want to listen past the first half  of  the song 
and another down tempo “Where’s my Love” 
is a bit of  a step up as some of  the guitar play 
intrigues with almost a Latin-meets-Welsh feel.

Other songs like “Animal,” and “The Girl” 
among a few later songs, just all feel too familiar 
that I can’t do anything but picture Fennell 
having watched YouTube and saying “that’s 
what I want to sound like.”

It’s clear Fennell has been listening to a 
number of  various male solo artists like Sam 
Smith and David Gray and the like and wants to 
duplicate their successes. 

Yet, there are a few tracks on here that say 
that if  SYML will succeed there is potential for 
this.

A song you should check on YouTube or a 
music service: Paradise Lost, “Erased”

What is considered England’s answer to 
Metallica, these men have been relevant since 
the 1990s and have earned a well-earned level of  
respect for their ability to combine metal, gothic 
and doom into a woven crescendo of  greatness.

“Erased” – from 2002 – is one of  their more 
popular songs and really epitomizes their ability 
to sound metal at once, ethereal twice, and then 
combine the right amount of  darkness to the 
sound that makes this a fun listen.

Their ability to reinvent themselves every few 
years without losing to much of  their formula 
has kept them strong in the minds and ears of  
their faithful followers. 

But many of  which prefer their “doom” 
sound and even those heavier overtones can’t 
be mistaken for a lack of  talent.

If  you like Metallica, this might catch your 
interest, but look for some other recommended 
tunes that fit the metal profile.

Like it dark? This might be just what the 
music doctor ordered.

A Boogie Down ProductionA Boogie Down Production



Evening on the Avenue
A Wine & Cheese Soiree benefiting Bay Area Heritage Society

Gary Garner, Hottie and Sara Bailey

Jeff Walters and Tami Bedinger

Lisa White and Pat Gersteman

Margie Bearden and Nancy Mann

From left, Dr. Randy O’Brien, 
Elyse Lanier and David Kadjar.
They are standing in front of a 
screen displaying the new name 
of Grand Parkway as “Mayor Bob 
Lanier Memorial Parkway.”

Gladys Pryor 
volunteered at the 

charity event.

Former First Lady of Houston 
Elyse Lanier was given a dozen yellow 

roses by Bay Area Heritage Society 
President Terry Presley at a recent 

event held at Dirty Bay on Texas 
Avenue to celebrate and reminisce 

Mayor Bob Lanier’s memories.

From left Lanny Griffith, Chambers County Commissioner Billy Combs, Elyse Lanier, 
Baytown City Councilman Chris Presley, Billy Burge, City Councilwoman Heather 
Betancourth and City Councilman Bob Hoskins at a reception for Elyse Lanier to 
commemorate the Grand Parkway being named for her late husband, former 
Houston Mayor and Baytonian Bob Lanier.

photos by Carol Skewes
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2019 Hurricane Zip-Zone Evacuation Map

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

This map provided compliments of 
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ConsistentConsistent

Better OutcomesBetter Outcomes

WWW.PHYSIOSTAFF .COM

CommittedCommitted

More AFFORDABLE than 
the BIG hospitals

More AFFORDABLE than 
the BIG hospitals

CaringCaring

Professional StaffProfessional Staff

Mobile Service for 
your automobile 

needs.

w
w

w
.joeysglassbaytow

n.com
BAYTOWNGREATER

Advertise in the next magazine.

now publishing every month

The

SunBaytown

A magazine product of Call today! 
Cathy Loftin 281-425-8041
Dean West 281-425-8009
Carol Skewes 281-425-8000
Lori Knight 281-425-8010

Greater Baytown 
celebrates the lifestyle, 
career and good works 
of people in our unique 
communities. Writers 
and designers each 
month share compelling, 
interesting stories 
about the people and 
places that make our 
hometowns special 
places to live, work 
explore and relax.

www.baytownsun.com

Greater
LIFE ALONG THE TEXAS GULF COAST

$3.95May 2019

Counselor 
joins patients

on self-healing journey

Made in
the shade

Sun safety screens
added to city parks

Step by step
Relay for Life eclipses
2019 fundraising goal

May 201999999999999999
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LIVING UNITED A Starlight Gala

Traci Dillard, Terrence Narcisse & Kathy Jaeger Lola Areago, Lori Rumfield & James Hughes

Patricia and Jason Wells

Andy & Clarissa Legg, Bill Eckert

Regina Booker and Theresa Black

Linda Skillern and granddaughter Saphyra

Connie Tilton, Gail Kenny and 
Becky Chalupa

photos by Christopher James

United Way of  Greater Baytown Area and 
Chambers County holds a Starlight Gala each 

year to thank volunteers and donors. This year’s 
event was spectacular, held at Springhill Suites in 

Baytown.
Patti O’Neill Burn received the Live United 

Award. This award recognizes volunteerism that 
goes above and beyond expectations.  

The volunteer Gives. Advocates. and 
Volunteers. 

This is the spirit behind 

LIVE UNITED. 

CORPORATE SPONSORS
Amegy Bank, CenterPoint Energy, Chevron 
Phillips Chemical, Community Resource Credit 
Union
Covestro, CSL Plasma, Amegy Bank, 
CenterPoint Energy, ExxonMobil Corporation, 
H-E-B
LCY Elastomers, LP, OneOK, Texas First 
Bank, United Parcel Service and Zachry
EVENT  SPONSORS
PLATINUM: Chevron Phillips Chemical and 
ExxonMobil Corporation
GOLD: OneOK
BRONZE: Covestro, Goose Creek CISD and 
Texas First Bank
SILVER: The Baytown Sun, Southern 
Newspapers, Inc
COPPER: Aramark Education and the City 
of  Baytown
COMMUNITY IMPACT PARTNER 
CAMPAIGNS
Unlimited Visions Aftercare, Inc.
Baytown Housing Authority
Bay Area Rehabilitation Center
Communities in Schools of  Baytown, Inc.
Bay Area Turning Point, Inc.
CARE Partners
Baytown Resource and Assistance Center
WORKPLACE CAMPAIGNS
GOLD AWARD
Texas First Bank
City of  Baytown – Administration
ExxonMobil BTEC
ExxonMobil Research & Engineering – MOB
El Dorado Nitrogen
Covestro
SILVER AWARD
ExxonMobil Baytown Complex
ExxonMobil MBPP
ExxonMobil BOP

Amegy Bank of  Texas – Lacy Branch
ONEOK Foundation
BRONZE AWARD
CenterPoint Energy Bayport Gas
City of  Baytown – Clerk’s Office
CenterPoint Energy Baytown Electric
LCY Elastomers, L.P.
UPS United Parcel Service
ExxonMobil Baytown Refinery (BTRF)
Chevron Phillips
EMPLOYEE CAMPAIGN 
COORDINATOR ROOKIE OF THE 
YEAR AWARD
Priscila Garza of  Goose Creek CISD



Connie & Dwayne 
Litteer, Barbara & 
Joe Wilson

Allicia and Zach Tillman, Dwn & 
Jason Duncan, Patti O’Neill Burn

Suzanne Heinrich, 
Steve Daniele and 
Jennifer Walsh

Aklia Mukes, Jocelyn 
Shelton and Kesha 

Creeks-Williams

Theresa Hester, Ramonia Williams and 
Christina Dickerson

Lola Robinson and Tom Cottar




