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With Christmas parades, ice-skating, decorations galore and checking 
lists twice, all we need now is a little cooler weather. You can find videos 
and more holiday photos online at www.baytownsun.com.

Janelle Grissom Diaz invited us into her home to take photos of  the 
Christmas decorations she has been collecting for years. See page 7.

Alan Dale caught up with REL alum Beatriz Macias, who is now 
leading an international flute festival in Finland. See page 8.

Mark Fleming writes about a road warrier, local UPS driver with a 
tenured safe driving record. See page 10.

Guest writer Jimmy Gammon writes about a 50 year friendship with a group of  
buddies that get together each year. See page 11.

Get your limited edition Christmas ornament from Baytown Historical Preservation 
Association. This year's ornament celebrates the radio station KREL, originally owned 
by The Baytown Sun, whose then publisher was Robert Matherne and editor was Fred 
Hartman. See page 14 for Matt Hollis' story.

Marcelous Williams Resource Center celebrates one year at Sterling Municipal Library 
helping the homeless, as they expand into more communities. See page 18.

Alan Dale writes about Whata Lady Sylvia Cabrera with 19 years at Whataburger.
Guest writer J. Warren Singleton reminisces about his school days. See page 22.
Jackie McDowell introduces us to Big Time Fireworks, page 26 and Fat Fats, page 31.

Carol Skewes
The Christmas Parade returned 
December 2 at Town Square 
right after the tree lighting. 
Pictured are: E.F. Green Junior 
School cheerleaders and 
coaches.

Front row: Addie Ornelas, 
Kaden Johnson and 
Riley Claire Bloom
Back row, from left to right: 
Allison Alvarez (Coach), 
Isabella Donato, Rylie Galvan, 
Bailey Alton, Nazaret Lucatero, 
Kendal Duke, Karsyn Purcell, 
Torrin Smith, Alexa Augustine 
(Coach)

photo by Angie Johnson
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It's feeling a lot like
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Christmas
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Raul Del Toro and Sophia Del Toro

photos by Carol Skewes

Jahssaiah Guidry, Torii Hudson, Armaziah Arthur and Zyrion Arthur

See the video and 
more photos online at 
www.baytownsun.com
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Collecting for Christmas
by Janelle Grissom Diaz

The Diaz Family of Baytown invited us to take pictures of their beautiful home this Christmas.
They have been collecting Christmas collectibles for many years and every room is decorated.
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Where are they Now?
Beatriz Macias

By Alan Dale

Beatriz Macias is trying to bring music to the masses.
The former Baytonian and Robert E. Lee graduate (Class of  2007) currently lives 

in Tampere, Finland, where she has resided since 2016 and is trying to give more 
people a chance to experience the life she has.

The classically trained flutist has had a successful career as a soloist and now is the 
artistic director of  the only international flute festival based in Finland, the Tampere 
Flute Fest.

“I’m still a Texan girl, still a Baytonian,” Macias said. “When I moved to Finland, I 
fell in love with the country. I had been living in Europe before — my first job was in 
Luxembourg, and I was living in Belgium — and there was an ad that came up and I 
was curious to see what was out there. Finland is so beautiful and the education there, 
where classical music is involved in everyday life — the elementary schools go once 
a month to the orchestra.”

Macias is now a freelance artist and stayed in Finland after marrying native Fin, 
Petri, who she met in the orchestra.

Soon she founded the Baby Mozart International Music School, a nonprofit for 
kids that brought in a professional to play a various instrument to learn how to work 
with it.

“They wouldn’t just hear the instrument and how it sounds on tape, but live,” 
Macias said. “But education is free, but I couldn’t make anything for this. We had a 
lot of  people, but people were used to everything for free. Even with professionals 
coming to play, they still didn’t want to pay. We pay enough taxes here that everything 
should be free.

“So, I thought why not create something here that was missing.”
The Tampere Flute Fest made its debut in April of  2020 as the world’s first online 

flute festival. 

Macias is conducting at Disney.

Macias at Disney

REL
Alum
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The idea was to celebrate the talent in Finland and also connect 
special flutists to each other all across the world. The second edition 
of  the event includes performances and master classes delivered and 
taught by some of  the world’s most renowned flutists.

“Time is changing, so we need to change,” Macias said. “It’s a new 
generation festival so the artists from around the world — and I am 
in my 30s — are this generation is teaching the younger generation. 
The idea is to help others reach their potential.”

Macias said there were 200 candidates that applied for one of  the 
three categories ranging in age from 6 to 30.

“The talent we see from six-year-olds coming from Russia, 
Venezuela or South Africa, countries you never would have expected, 
has opened a lot of  possibilities,” Macias said. “Especially with the 
online thing with COVID now.

“An American handling a festival in Finland is such a huge thing. 
I think I will stay there for a while and then I will see where the rest 
of  my life takes me.”

She said the idea of  doing something similar in the United States 
has potential but would also have its challenges.

“I come to Baytown, and everyone still knows me in the art scene 
and it’s nice to see people here supporting arts internationally,” 
Macias said. “People need to know that people from Baytown are 
doing something important somewhere else. Every time I come here 
I try to do something for the city.”

She began her career as a member of  the Baytown Symphony at 
the age of  16 as principal flutist.

While in Finland, Macias has also been able to tune up on her 
singing chops so one can never know where she will be when it 
comes to that in the future.

Macias is working with the Tampere Philharmonic Orchestra at 
Tampere Hall (the Nordic’s largest convention center)

Macias performing at D.A.R Constitution Hall, 
Washington, D.C.

To follow Macias’ career and activities visit https://
beatrizmacias.com/, https://www.facebook.com/
beatriz.macias.58152 and https://www.instagram.com/
beatrizmaciasflutist/?hl=en and to learn more about 
the festival visit http://www.tampereflutefest.com/.  
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By Mark Fleming

While Santa is busy loading his sleigh, for most of  the year we depend 
on more down-to-earth delivery methods to get packages delivered safely 
to our doorsteps. UPS recently honored one of  its local delivery drivers 
for doing that — and going 25 years without an accident.

Lance Drews delivers in the Devers and Raywood areas of  Liberty 
County and was a lifelong Baytown resident before a recent move to 
Wallisville. He’s been with UPS 32 years, starting out sorting packages 
while attending San Jacinto College.

“UPS has taken care of  my family,” he said, providing a good living for 
his family. “For me it’s been a great place to work.”

With a job that requires being on the road virtually nonstop, how has 
Drews avoided accidents for 25 years?

“For me the biggest challenge on the road is looking out for distracted 
drivers and animals,” he said.

Over the course of  the pandemic, he said he has seen drivers getting 
more aggressive, passing in the emergency lane and speeding.

“We literally have to avoid accidents all the time. I’ve had to leave the 
road several times this year to avoid someone crossing into my lane and 
hitting me. If  I didn’t have the awareness of  my surroundings, I would not 
have had the time to avoid the driver,” he said.

“I’d say that following distance and leaving yourself  an out has probably 
saved me the most often. You have to be vigilant and keep your eyes 
moving.”

He also said he avoids backing up as much as possible, and only as far 
as necessary. “Walk it off  — it’s not worth the risk,” he said.

The work is physically demanding, he said, but has gotten better in 
recent years as seniority has allowed more time off  around holidays, 
which is welcome with three grandkids to play with.

Of  all the deliveries Drews has made, the most exciting wasn’t even for 
UPS. When his second daughter was born the doctor didn’t arrive in time, 
so Drews and a nurse handled the delivery.

Drews graduated from Sterling High School in Baytown. His daughters, 
Faith, Grace and Angel all graduated from Goose Creek Memorial.

ROAD WARRIOR
LOCAL UPS DELIVERY DRIVER LAUDED FOR 

25 YEARS OF SERVICE WITHOUT AN ACCIDENT

Lance Drews
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By Jimmy Gammon

Paulo Coelho once stated that “friendship isn’t a big thing — it’s a 
million little things." Those little things do not happen overnight, they are 
developed over time through shared experiences, common interests, trust, 
love and respect. My friends and I were much too young to understand 
all of  the dynamics and responsibilities of  friendship in the early '70’s. 
Little did we know that the battles and bonds built on the ballfields and 
classrooms of  Baytown would provide the impetus of  friendships that 
would survive the past 50 years.

Our friendships were born in the elementary schools throughout the 
city and developed at three different middle schools: Baytown, Cedar 
Bayou and Highlands Junior Highs. But it was high school that forged 
the bonds that would last a lifetime. Driver’s licenses shortened the 
distance between us and the independence we were afforded allowed 
us to discover lives we hadn’t known. Driving Texas Avenue before it 
“snaked,” parties at the Loose Moose, concerts in the pastures, skipping 
school on Fridays to head to the beach and “a million little things” in 
between. We were typical high schoolers. The world 
was ours and we were invincible. We wanted what all 
teenagers, the ones before us and the ones behind us, 
want. We wanted to fit in, be accepted, loved, know 
we belonged and most importantly, someone to share 
the moments of  our lives with. Someone to share the 
victories and split the losses.

Graduation took us in different directions: some to 
the workplace and some to college. We would own our 
own businesses, become machinists and operators, 
teachers and coaches, supervisors and ballplayers. 
We discovered that the same roads that took us away 
would tend to always bring us back. It was spring 
breaks floating the Guadalupe and summers of  Garner 
State Park and Galveston. No matter how many times 
we changed ZIP codes, we always found a way to be 
there for one another. Births of  babies, funerals of  
parents, weddings and separations and the little events 
of  our lives. When the world would turn its back on 
one of  us, the others stepped in to be there, because 
just being there is enough sometimes.

Time and distance and the events of  our lives took 
us away from one another. There were families to raise, 
careers to pursue and new friends made, but somehow, 

the friends from our past would always surface; a sighting there, a get 
together there and phone calls. 

For the past 13 years, this group has gathered at Tom Gammon’s ranch 
in central Texas. We still come from different places, but we still end up 
at the same place. Together. The hair has grayed and thinned, the steps 
more timid, the hands not as steady, but the stories and laughter are the 
same. And for one wonderful weekend every year, the weekend before 
we take time to celebrate Thanksgiving, we are 18 again and doing all 
that we did back then. Our lives have been so fused together that a single 
sentence from a single person can get the entire group talking about a 
single experience that we have all shared and a single song can remind us 
of  a time long ago. We are all in our 60s now. Stories tend to ramble and 
perhaps be embellished a tad, but they are our stories, our touchstone to 
the magnificent moments we have been so fortunate to share for such a 
long time. At some point in time, we will have to bury one of  us, and then 
another and another; and one day, these gatherings will end for us. Until 
that day happens, we will continue to meet, to laugh, to remember the 
stories of  our lives.

Front: Tom Gammon, Mario Coronado, Doug Keene  Back: Don Eddleman, Jimmy 
Gammon, Chris Tomme, Gary Englert, Ralph Holmes, Zeke Novasad, Mike Tucker, 
Terry Englert, Charlie Corbell, Robert Harp. 

BAYTOWN TIES STILL BIND

FRIENDSHIPS 
50 YEARS  IN THE MAKING
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By Matt Hollis

If  you like to “Rock Around the Clock” this Christmas, think about 
picking up one of  the Baytown Historical Preservation Association’s 
limited edition tree ornaments featuring Baytown’s early rock ‘n’ roll radio 
stations KREL. 

The ornaments come in shades of  black, blue, green, and white on a 
satin marron glass ball measuring 3 ¼ inches round.

The ornament takes you back to 1954 when Baytonians were introduced 
to a different kind of  radio station thanks to a new disc jockey, Bill 
“Rascal” McCaskill. He played the blues music of  the Black culture to the 
white teens in the area instead of  the regular playlist filled with crooners 
and big band era musicians. 

McCaskill arrived at the nondescript AM radio station at Wade Road 
and Decker Drive that only put out 1000 kilowatts of  power and bore 
the call letters KREL. The station’s call letters were derived from the 
local high school, Robert E. Lee High School. Thousands would listen 
to his “Night Train” program from 7 to 10 p.m. along the Gulf  Coast in 

Baytown, Houston, Galveston, and even in Lufkin. Roy Hamilton would 
close the show by delivering a final message, “You’ll Never Walk Alone.” 

In between songs, McCaskill would offer advice on relationships, 
emphasize how important homework was, and would read dedications of  
songs to that special someone. He received a remarkable 25,000 mail-in 
requests every year he was on the air. 

Many teens would gather at the Quack Shack to listen to the tunes 
played on KREL. 

McCaskill became an honorary member of  the REL Class of  1957. 
Booking Elvis

McCaskill booked three musicians for a sock hop at Magnolia Gardens 
near Crosby because he wanted live music instead of  just playing records. 
The musicians were Bill Black, Scotty Moore and a singer named Elvis 
Presley. They played for three hours for 230 or so teenagers. McCaskill 
described Elvis as “well-mannered” and “polite.” 
KREL history 

KREL was first owned by The Baytown Sun, whose then-publisher 
was Robert Matherne and editor was Fred Hartman. Sports editor Dan 

LIMITED EDITION 
ORNAMENTS AVAILABLE

BAYTOWN HISTORICAL PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION
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Shults would report on games played by the local teams, and Buck 
Young, who later became a Baytown historian, assisted him on the 
school sports beat. 

Fishing news came from Byard Sooy, who was employed at 
Exxon, then known as Humble Oil. A.L. Banks provided news on 
city government, schools, and general community happenings. Jean 
Froneberger and Johnella Boynton read women’s news on the air. 

Joe Arrington was a Carver High School student that also had a 
show on KREL. He was first known as Jivin’ Joe, but later became soul 
singer Joe Tex, and scored a dance hit in the 1970s with “Ain’t Gonna 
Bump No More (With No Big Fat Woman).” 

In 1959, the station was sold, and the call letters were changed to 
KWBA and later to KBUK. The KREL building still stands by the 
railroad track at Decker Drive and Wade Road as KWWJ.

In 2013, McCaskill died. According to former Sun managing editor 
Wanda Orton, McCaskill said in 2010, “Looking back over my life, 
I wouldn’t change a thing. I really enjoyed what I did for a living. I 
believe I reached a lot of  young people as a disc jockey and hope I had 
a positive influence on their lives.”

To order an ornament, you can use a credit card or PayPal, with 
a minimum service fee, and email info@baytownhistory.org with the 
number of  ornaments you would like to purchase. Indicate if  you want 
the ornament mailed or if  you want to pick them up. For additional 
information, call 281-421-2099 or email info@baytownhistory.org.

The association also has a limited number of  ornaments from 
Christmas past. This includes the Battleship Texas at the San Jacinto 
Battleground, the Baytown Post Office on Market Street, the Interurban 
Railbus at Missouri Pacific Depot on East Texas Avenue, Humble 
Refinery’s No. 1 Catalytic Cracking Unit decorated as Christmas tree, 
the famous San Jacinto Inn, the Harris County Library — Goose 
Creek Branch, the 1894 one-room Wooster Schoolhouse, San Jacinto 
Memorial Hospital, Baytown’s first fire station on Minnesota Street, 
and Lillie-Duke Hospital. 

“To Comfort Always”

Owners: 
Cindy Patterson & Carol Mendelovitz

Faith Community 
Hospice LLC

The ONLY family owned & operated Hospice in the Greater Baytown area
281-422-0414 • 4721 Garth Road, Suite H • Baytown, TX 77521

www.faithcommunityhospice.com



By Matt Hollis

Houston Raceway Park is the site for a beautiful holiday light 
show that promises to enchant and amaze thanks to the Magical 
Winter Lights event, one of  Houston’s most iconic Christmas 
offerings. 

The Christmas light show starts Friday and runs through Jan. 
2 at the park, 2525 FM 565, Baytown.

The show is set on 20 acres and offers a larger-than-life 
Christmas light show with themed lantern light sections, local 
entertainment on select nights, carnival rides and games, an 
interactive dinosaur area, and lots of  holiday fun for the whole 
family. Returning visitors can expect the iconic Magical Winter 
Lights landmarks such as the entrance castle, dinosaur exhibits, 
and Houston’s beloved displays.

Purchase tickets at www.magicalwinterlights.com. The event 
opens daily at 5 p.m., including holidays. It closes at 10 p.m. 
on weekdays and 11 p.m. on weekends. Parking is $10 charged 
onsite. Ticket prices range from $17 to $27 at the door. Savings 
can be found by purchasing in advance. Children ages two and 
under are admitted free.

CHRISTMAS RACEWAY PARK LIGHTS 
THROUGH JANUARY 2
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By Carol Skewes

A year ago, Marcelous Williams Resource Center of  Highlands was 
working with the Baytown Police Department and Homeless Services 
to make a difference for the homeless in the community. Tammy 
Guidry is the director of  community engagement and homeless 
services for Marcelous Williams. Sterling Municipal Library Director 
Jamie Eustace said, “Why don’t you have an office inside the library?” 
So, this is where you now find Guidry on Tuesdays.

Marcelous Williams Resource Center just celebrated one year of  
service in this new location, adding to their many years from the 
Highlands location.

“I assist homeless clients to get their basic social service needs, such 
as a Social Security card, birth certificate and ID. We assist them,” said 
Guidry.

Guidry works with the Harris County Sheriff  Office Homeless 
Outreach Team to get the client a temporary or state ID, and find 
housing if  it is available, which very limited in the Baytown area. She 
can also help the client apply for food stamps.

“Even if  they don’t have an address, they can use our address or the 
post office general delivery,” said Guidry.

She helps them get a Lone Star card and works with Harris Health 
to get them the gold card or Legacy Community Health which has a 
sliding scale.

Baytown Housing Authority started offering vouchers last July for 
the homeless in the area. Baytown received 31. This is a start. 

“Twelve of  our clients moved into their apartments and are on the 
road to self-sustainability,” said Guidry.

“One client was living in Goose Creek Park and was drinking every 
day. We have been working with him,” explained Guidry. He comes to 
the library every Tuesday to visit with Tammy and work on his plan.

“Once he goes to the doctor, he may be eligible for disability,” she 
added.

“He got his ID, Social Security card, birth certificate and some 
other documentation and a referral letter from us. He was able to get 

his housing voucher, which means a three-year, no rent emergency 
voucher for the homeless,” said Guidry.

With the housing voucher program, the Baytown Housing Authority 
had to rely on various agencies to do the paperwork. Marcelous 
Williams provides this service, to help the client with the paperwork, 
signs off  on it, and then the client then takes to the housing authority 
to get a housing voucher.

Marcelous Williams follows up with the client throughout the year 
to see if  they need more social services.

Tammy Guidry is in the Marcelous Williams Resource Center office 
inside Sterling Municipal Library, 1 Mary Elizabeth Wilbanks Avenue 
in Baytown, Tuesdays from 1-4 p.m. to see clients in person. She also 
sees them at their office in Highlands or over the phone. Bus passes are 
offered if  the client needs transportation. She can make appointments 
on another day as needed or help the client over the phone.

“The library has been so generous. If  I need the office on another 
day other than Tuesday, they open the office for me. Usually, I have 
clients waiting for me when I get here. They are very patient. I have 
one client that just wants to talk at the end of  the day. We talk about 
food and travel. He just wants socialization and conversation,” said 
Guidry.

“We also supply them with food. Our partner, Hearts and Hands, 
gives us samples of  food for the clients. We ask them if  they need 
socks, or a hat or gloves since it is getting a little cooler.”

The mission of  Marcelous Williams Resource Center is to provide a 
structured environment geared toward yielding productive members of  
society that are illiterate, poverty-stricken, suffering from homelessness, 
substance abuse, domestic violence, elderly and/or disabled, at-risk 
youth or are caregivers. 

Marcelous Williams Resource Center is a United Way of  Greater 
Baytown and Chambers County funded, nonprofit partner.

Through November 2021, they have distributed 6,000 outreach 
packages and provided over 5,500 volunteer hours, a value invested in 
the community of  over $289,815.

Good works.

HIGHLANDS RESOURCE CENTER 
EXPANDS ITS COMMUNITY REACH

HOUSING THE HOMELESS, MORE

Clients served    2020   2021 (through November)
Housing         29     200
Food          41     106
Medical         33       59
Rent          28       42
Disaster Recovery/Home Repair       32       53
ID          21       58
Utility          21       41
Employment/Job          7       45
Volunteer Hours    4,100   5,500
Homeless          26     184
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“There is a misconception 
that homeless are the 
homeless you see on the 
street. There are homeless 
that are not visible. They may 
be living in a car. They may 
be sleeping on someone’s 
couch and get kicked out 
when they are no longer 
welcome.”

Tammy Guidry, Marcelous 
Williams Resource Center

Above, Tammy Guidry (left) is the director of 
community engagement and homeless services 
for Marcelous Williams Resource Center. She is 

pictured with Ramonia Williams in their office 
inside Sterling Municipal Library, where they just 

celebrated one year at that location.

At left, Ramonia Williams is the co-founder of 
the Marcelous Williams Resource Center, a 
division of Talent Yield Coalition.

19Greater Baytown - December 2021



By Alan Dale

Just providing someone with a smile and having the opportunity 
to feed her need to work has kept Baytown’s Sylvia Cabrera going 
strong for years.

For the last 19 of  those years, the Whataburger franchise has 
reaped the rewards of  having Cabrera on board, the last five at the 
Decker Road location after she first began by working at the old 
building at Garth and Park.

Cabrera works as a cashier at Whataburger with her focus being on 
the drive thru while also toiling up front.

“I am a people person and I get along with everybody,” she said. 
“My main deal is the window. (At Garth) I was a team leader before 
I came over here. It’s not easy. I like the fast-paced work. I worked at 
Kentucky Fried Chicken for nine years before I came here.

“I like to deal with people and interact with them. I want to make 
sure the orders are right, and they treat me good. I’ve been here so 
long there is not another place I’d want to be. It’s a family restaurant 
and I like the atmosphere.”

Cabrera says she never misses work while clocking in five days a 
week and she is essentially a utility specialist, knowing how to help 
out in a variety of  duties.

Craig Derouen, a manager at the Decker and Park locations, has 

WHATA LADY!

Sylvia Cabrera

SYLVIA CABRERA WORKING FOR BURGER JOINT
19 YEARS WITH NO INTENTIONS OF SLOWING DOWN
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worked there for 20 years so he has worked with Cabrera all of  
her time there.

“She is just a good employee, she is really friendly and has 
a good memory for the regulars who come in here,” Derouen 
said. “That’s what it is. She is well liked and does a very good 
job. When I am not here, you never have to worry about Sylvia.”

Cabrera says some of  the advantages working with the 
company is the enticement of  a 401 plan and being paid weekly.

But she admits the job has its challenges like co-workers not 
showing up or when she is putting in her pound of  flesh working 
while others may lack in that area.

“Sometimes we will get grumpy customers, but I kill them 
with kindness,” Cabrera said. “Maybe they had a bad day? Ninety 
percent of  the time they are fine. A lot of  times they know my 
name in the drive thru.”

Cabrera had an enjoyable childhood growing up with her 
grandparents while she attended Robert E. Lee High School 
before getting married at an early age.

“I started working at 15 and my first job was working for a 

lady washing dishes for two weeks,” Cabrera said. “I got my first 
check, and I showed my grandma, and I was really shocked. I 
really liked it.”

She used to work at Steamatic of  Baytown out of  school and 
prior to that she worked for the city’s park district. In between 
those stops, Cabrera lived and worked in Houston for a few years 
while being employed for a filter company.

And she’s been a sunny person the whole time.
“I want to think positive all the time,” Cabrera said. “It’s hard 

for me to be in a bad mood.”
When asked how many times she feels sour during the course 

of  the year, she could barely cite any.
If  she isn’t working, she likes to take care of  the home on her 

days off  and enjoys her big family that includes four kids and 13 
grandchildren.

“I’ve had the same schedule for years and years,” Cabrera said. 
“How much longer am I doing this? I am going to keep doing 
this. I am not going to sit at home and will do it while I can. I’ve 
been working all my life. I am comfortable there.”



By J. Warren Singleton

There are many things that have happened to me over the years that 
are fond memories. Some of  them are things that I will never forget as 
long as I live. A few months ago, I accidentally ran across a copy of  a 20+ 
page letter that I personally wrote and sent to Coach Robert L. Strayhan 
in 2007. This letter was basically reminding Coach Strayhan (a jokester) 
about some of  the things I remember encountering from him while 
attending Baytown Carver High School. Coach Strayhan’s wife, Pinkie 
Juanita Turner Strayhan, (one of  the most wonderful females I have been 
blessed to know during my lifetime) told me several times how much 
Coach enjoyed receiving and reading that particular letter.  She mentioned 
that she often observed him reminiscing those good old days at Carver 
and laughing about what I had written in that particular letter.    

There are many fond memories of  the time I personally spent at the 

George Washington Carver High School, so I would like to share a few of  
those precious memories with you.

There are many individuals who still have a place in my heart, our 
legendary coaches, Jessie Leonette Addison-Moore, Johnny Peoples, Roy 
Hutchins, Robert Strayhan, Richard Lewis Sr., Ron O’Neal and Irving 
Justice. Others were Professor Edward Franklin “E. F.” Green (principal), 
Marcellus Harmon (counselor who my ex-wife Sandra Kaye and I named 
our oldest son, Marcellus Juron Singleton, after, the two beloved Ruth H’s, 
Ruth Harmon (secretary), Ruth Henry (Liberian), J. D. Walker (woodshop 
teacher), Alvin F. Norwood (arts & craft teacher), Hazel Burke (home 
making teacher ), Thaddeus Eugene Cartwright Sr. (Carver legendary 
band director), Mattyebelle Durkee (beloved choir director), Fred E. 
Adams (social studies and Latin teacher),  Allene A. ‘‘Big Dean’’ Williams 
(beloved social studies teacher), Emerson McGowan (general science and 
biology teacher), Vista A. Tryon (English and Spanish teacher), Willie M. 

REMINISCING
MY CHILD, TEEN AND HIGH SCHOOL

YEARS

Pictured is the former historical all-Black Baytown George Washington Carver High School plant site which 
was located at the corner of Lee Drive and Carver Street. This historical high school only existed 19 years as 
a high school from 1948-1967 before its doors were closed due to integration.
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Smith (home economics teacher), John Ella Lewis Carroll and many other 
wonderful teachers, staff  members, athletes and students. 

I remember my first day at Carver as clear as if  it happened yesterday. I 
remember walking through those long unfamiliar halls that day, seeing all 
those district and state championship trophies in the showcases that this 
historical all-Black high school had won 1948-1967. I remember checking 
out all those beautiful young ladies (new faces) walking down the halls. 
I’m sure I was hoping I could get at least one of  those girls to look my 
way, hoping to get a big smile from at least one of  them. Guess you realize 
where my one-track mind was that particular day. 

I remember entering my first classroom, meeting my new teachers, 
coaches and classmates, having lunch in the school cafeteria with all those 
new students and of  course going to my first physical education (PE) 
class at Carver (and do I remember that particular day! 

Let me tell you the story about my first day of  attending that physical 
education class at Carver. Coach Strayhan made us go to the swimming 
pool the first day of  PE.  There is no doubt in my mind that Coach 
Strayhan planned that particular day and what he was going to do to me in 
advance. At that particular time, I thought it was because when I attended 
elementary school at Harlem in McNair, I out ran all of  Coach Strayhan’s 
Oakwood Addition boys that attended Lil Carver Elementary School in 
Baytown. In those days we had a school day set aside each year during the 
month of  May that we called May Day. The Harlem Elementary School 
and Lil Carver Elementary Schools always competed against each other 
every year during the month May. I was the fastest individual in my grade 
at that age at Harlem. I ran those Lil Carver boys in the ground on May 
Day every year. 

I guess you could say I was the “Forrest Gump” of  McNair when I was 
a child/teen before that movie was released. I ran everywhere, to school, 
church, stores, to my friend’s house, my Uncle Whitney’s house, you name 
it, I didn’t walk, I always ran. 

There was a well known family in McNair, the (Richards), Papa Carlton, 
Edmond (Snook), Carl and Austin Richard who all lived next to each 
other on the same street as my family, which was Richard Street. They 
called that section of  McNair French Town, because most of  the people 
who lived there were from Louisiana. All of  those Richards were heavy 
smokers and they often paid me to run to the local store (Mrs. Orvis 
Marvella Cartwright-Alfred’s store) in McNair to get them a pack of  
cigarettes. Mrs. Orvis Marvella Cartwright-Alfred was the mother of  the 
late Olivia Alfred-Messiah (former Goose Creek CISD educator and later 
school board member). I know exactly what you are thinking as you are 
reading this story. Why and how was this child/teen able to purchase 
those cigarettes for those adults? It’s simple, because during that period of  
time, you didn’t have to be a certain age to be able to purchase cigarettes 
for adults. The laws we have today, that prohibit the sale of  tobacco 
products to teens weren’t being enforced during those days many moons 
ago. Thank God for the laws that are being enforced today, and the fact 
that none of  them offered me a cigarette or taught me how to smoke. I 
can honestly say that I have never been a smoker of  cigarettes my entire 
life on this earth. And for the record, I have never and will never purchase 
any tobacco products or alcohol products for anyone who is under age.     

The Richards timed me as I ran to and from the store. If  I ran a faster 
time (broke my own record), they would give me some extra money, what 
I call today “chicken change," and please don’t ask me where that came 
from. You could hear the Richards and others in the neighborhood saying 
run boy run because they loved to see me running on my toes, I thought. 
Maybe the Richards just wanted me to hurry back from the store because 

they had run out of  cigarettes and were having an early stage of  nicotine 
withdrawal. No matter why, they cheered me on as I ran. 

When I was young, I worked from time to time for Mrs. Alfred in her 
store, stocking the shelves, dusting, sweeping and mopping the floors, 
so I worked out a deal with her. Being a child/teen who loved to hang 
around older people, who had wisdom, I learned a few tricks of  the trade. 
When I came into Mrs. Alfred’s store, I would give her a certain sign for 
what and how many packs of  cigarettes I wanted and sometimes I would 
get them myself,  leave the correct amount of  money on the counter and 
was quickly off  to the race back to Richard Street. This was easy to do 
when they gave me the correct amount of  money. If  the Richards didn’t 
have the correct change, I would use my own stash and they could settle 
up with me when I gave them their cigarettes. I made sure they didn’t 
start timing me until I had everything in order, what they wanted and the 
correct amount of  money.   

As a child/teen who worked hard for my money, mowing lawns, 
washing, polishing and waxing cars, detailing cars and trucks, painting, 
shining shoes, ironing and etc., I was conservative with my money. I 
learned at a young age that I didn’t want to get hooked on cigarettes, 
alcohol, beer and especially drugs, because I didn’t want to waste my hard-
earned money on any of  those vices or bad habits. Taking girls on dates or 
to the prom was expensive enough for me. I didn’t need any other reason 
to spend my hard earned money. 

As a child/teen and even as a young adult, I loved being around 
older people, especially the Richards who were carpenters, hunters and 
fishermen. I learned how to hunt and fish from them. I particularly liked 
hanging around Papa Carlton Richard (a carpenter) who was so funny. I 
loved listening to him telling jokes. I remember him saying something to 
me one day when I told him I was getting married. He said and I quote, 
‘‘Son, you see that woman over there, referring to my future wife; right 
now you could eat her up, a year from now you will wish you had’’.  That 
was the truest thing that I was ever told by that old man and in my lifetime.            

Now back to my story about Coach Strayhan which I remember like it 
was yesterday and I will never forget as long as I live. 

 Continued next page

The Carver Elementary School building (no longer in use) at the 
corner of Oak Street (present Day Martin Luther King Drive) and 
Carver Street in the Oakwood Addition of Baytown is pictured 
above.  The current Carver Elementary School in operation 
with Goose Creek Consolidated Independent School District is 
located at 610 S. Pruett St. in Baytown.
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I remember Coach Robert L. Strayhan coming over to 
where I was seated in the Carver High School cafeteria during 
lunch time the first day of  school and him saying something 
to me. He bent over, looked me straight in my eyes, smiled 
and said, and I quote, “Red Fox (which was what he often 
called me), I heard you can’t swim. Well, guess what we are 
doing today in PE’’ and he walked off  laughing. I was terrified 
because someone had told him I couldn’t swim and that 
was true, I couldn’t swim.  My dear mother, Irene Singleton 
wouldn’t allow me to swim in the canal in McNair, like most 
of  the other kids in the community, so I never really learned 
to be a good swimmer.  

I remember walking through the doors that separated the 
shower room from the swimming pool at Carver.  That was 
the first time that I had personally seen this beautiful indoor 
official size Carver High School swimming pool that everyone 
was talking so much about and I remember that strong 
smell of  chlorine coming from the pool that day. It was a 
nice swimming pool, however being someone who couldn’t 
swim; I didn’t want any part of  it, especially because of  the 
uncertainty of  what was about to personally happen to me 
that day. I had already been told that Coach Strayhan liked 
to joke around with his boys and for some reason he had 
his eagle eyes on me and I was somewhat nervous that day. 
I remember Coach Strayhan making all of  us line up against 
the wall, then saying to me, “Red Fox," climb up the high 
diving board. My first thought was, why me and shouldn’t we 
start with the low diving board. I slowly did as instructed, 
however he basically had to force me to walk to the edge of  
the high diving board. That was the first time I had been to a 
swimming pool that size with a low and high diving board. I 
slowly did what he instructed me to do, however I made the 
big mistake of  looking down into the pool. Oh my God, it 
seemed to me like the water was a mile down and very deep 
and there was no way in hell that I was going to jump into the 
middle of  that pool that day, knowing I couldn’t swim. Coach 
Strayhan repeatedly told me to jump, but I wouldn’t jump. 
He kept telling me to jump, but I was afraid to jump from 
that height. Coach Strayhan then climbed up the high diving 
board, walked up behind me, and kept telling me to jump. He 
would say “Jump, Buzzard, jump”. Finally he realized I wasn’t 
going to jump, so he grabbed me by those gray PE shorts 
and threw me into the middle of  that swimming pool. Man, 
it seems like I swallowed half  of  the pool before he threw 
something out to pull me back to the bank of  the pool. I 
remember that day like it was yesterday and I will never forget 
that particular incident as long as I live. I can still see him 
laughing his tail off  at me. At that time I remember coach 
calling all of  us “Buzzards” and you know some of  us were 
buzzards. He was a coach who really loved us (his boys) and 
often joked around a lot with us. 

Many years later, at Coach Strayhan’s funeral, I told 
this story and a few other stories about him to his church 
congregation. I was the only former Carver School athlete/
student allowed to speak at his funeral, which was truly an 
honor. I was so nervous before I talked, however everything 
went quite well. After the funeral service, everyone had nice 

things to say about my stories and several of  them said I 
sound like a Baptist Preacher. Everyone was saying… amen… 
you got that right… you know coach alright… oh yes that was 
coach and etc. After the funeral, his son Allan told me, don’t 
take that incident personal, he did the same thing to me, and 
I’m his youngest son.  

There is another thing that sticks out in my mind that Coach 
Strayhan did to me. After the election in 1961, President J. F. 
Kennedy instituted a physical fitness program that he wanted 
all schools to participate in. As students in school, you had 
to run different distances in a standard time and do different 
field events such as the long jump as part of  the physical 
education program. All of  these running and field events 
were easy to accomplish by almost every student. I remember 
early in 1962, Coach Strayhan was trying to convince me to 
run the 440 yard dash my senior year in high school. He told 
me this race was now an event for sprinters. He mentioned 
that I was a sprinter, so I should consider running the 440 yd. 
dash my senior year. I told him no way, I didn’t want to run 
that particular race. To be truthful, I probably was saying to 
myself  ‘‘HELL TO THE NO’’, I’m not going to do all that 
training to be able to run that particular race. Coach told me 
“buzzard” you are going to run the quarter this coming track 
season. I told him, if  I was forced to run that race, I would 
quit the Carver School track & field program (something I 
truly loved).  He told me that he had already discussed the 
situation with Coach Hutchins (head track coach) and they 
both agreed that I could be a good 440 yd. dash runner. Coach 
Hutchins and I were very tight and he was a father-like-figure 
to me, so he didn’t force me to run that particular race. The 
truth is, I loved the sport of  track & field so much, I would 
have run that race if  Coach Hutchins really wanted to push 
the issue. I did everything else he asked me to do for five years 
of  being a member of  his track team, so if  that was what he 
really wanted me to do, I’m sure I would have done it. 

Well guess what happened? Coach Strayhan got me 
again one day, my senior year in 1963. He used President J. 
F. Kennedy’s physical fitness program to get me to run the 
quarter. We went to the track field at Memorial Stadium 
for PE one day. He assigned me the worst and when I say 
the worst, I mean the worst mile relay team he could put 
together with my classmates. He even gave me N. L. Durio 
and Clifford “Speedy” Barnes who didn’t get that nickname 
“Speedy” because he was fast. He told me to run the 4th leg 
on the mile relay, (known today as the 400 Meter Relay). He 
told me if  my relay team didn’t finish the race in first place, he 
would fail me in PE at the end of  the year and that I may not 
be able to graduate. Being a teen at that time, I really didn’t 
know if  Coach was serious or was kidding around with me. 
Remember, Coach loved to joke around with his boys. When 
I got the baton, it looked like my relay team was about 50-60 
yard behind. I ran my tail off  for about 330 yards (which I 
was very good at) and picked up everybody in front of  me. I 
remember saying to myself, ‘‘you’re leading the race’’ and we 
will win this race. When I came out of  the last curve into the 
straightaway, I started somewhat tightening up. When about 
half  way down the straightaway getting close to the finish 
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The original Harlem Elementary School formerly located on Broad Street in the once all-Black community of 
McNair.  J. Warren Singleton and others attended and annually participated in the May Day Track and Field 
competitions that were held at both Harlem Elementary School and Carver Elementary School.

line, I finally found out what the old saying is “My tail locked up." It felt 
to me like a gorilla had jumped on my back. I was trying to run wide 
open, however I was somewhat jogging. After crossing the finish line, and 
winning, I collapsed on the track in terrible pain and when I looked at 
Coach Strayhan, he was rolling around on the ground like a kid “laughing 
his tail off ” at me. That was so funny to him, but not to me at that time. 
My thoughts, which I kept to myself  was, “You Buzzard," which was what 
he often called us, why did you do that to me. Coach came over to me, 
pats me on my head a few times and asked me if  I was alright. I remember 
him saying to me, “Buzzard”; I knew you could run the quarter… I knew 
it… You just need to get yourself  in good shape for that particular race. 
You ran a good 400 yards, young man, and walked away laughing. They 
had to carry me from the track back to the school because I couldn’t 
walk for a while. My tail had indeed locked up. I ran track at Carver from 
the 8th grade to 12th grade (five years) and that was the first time I ever 
experienced something like that, whatever you call it. Coach Strayhan kept 
looking back at me on the way back to the school and was still laughing his 
tail off. That’s a day I will remember for the rest of  my life.

Gene Washington, Leon Carr, Welton Barnett, Quincy Thomas, 
Kenneth St. Julian, James “Bo” Bundage, Kenneth Wilson and all of  the 
other athletes who ran the quarter in high school and college, I applaud 
you. That’s a man’s race and to be truthful, I didn’t want any part of  
that particular race in high school, because you had to train too hard in 
practice every day to get in shape for running that race. I was satisfied 
with being a sprinter with my longest race being the 220 yd. dash and only 

having to run 330 yards during practice. I was so thankful back then that 
Coach Hutchins didn’t force me to run that race, because to be truthful, 
I wasn’t going to quit the team. I loved running track too much to have 
done that. As I watch that beautiful race today, I now wish I had given 
that race a try.  

Another thing I remember was the first day of  football practice my 
freshman year. I remember Coach Strayhan making us line up in front of  
a senior player name Earnest Lee Singleton. He would have us try to run 
over “Big” Ernest Lee, not around him. He would burst out laughing at 
all the rookies “young fresh meat” when Big Earnest Lee, known to many 
as “Conkey” jacked us up. 

I really hate I let Coach Roy Hutchins (track coach) talk me into not 
playing football my sophomore and junior year. He was like a father to 
me and wanted me to concentrate on the sport of  track and field only. He 
really didn’t want me to get my knees hurt playing football as many other 
Carver athletes did. After Carver won its 3rd football state championship 
in 1961, I hated the fact that I wasn’t on that championship team. I am 
happy I decided to go against coach Hutchins wishes and play football 
again my senior year. I really enjoyed that season, playing both offensive 
and defensive end and thanks to God, I didn’t get hurt. 

Hope you enjoyed reading those stories as much as I enjoyed telling 
them to you in this article. Hopefully, I will be allowed to write more 
flashback stories like this one from time to time in the future.    

J. Warren Singleton is a local historian and resident of  Baytown.

25Greater Baytown - December 2021



Native Baytonians DeAndre and Shander Wooley are 
both graduates of  Robert E. Lee high school, classes of  
2000 and 2001, respectively. Together the entrepreneurs 
own Big Time Fireworks, Big Time Crawfish and Big 
Time Shaved Ice.

They started the fireworks business in 2014 when a 
friend, who owned it previously, decided he didn’t want 
to do it anymore. The Wooleys took over the business 
and it has been “like fireworks” ever since. It is a locally 
owned, family—operated business and has become a very 
successful venture for the couple who have been married 
for 16 years and together for 25 years. They have two 
daughters; Natizah, who is 16, and Brookland, who is 11.

Big Time Fireworks is open two weeks before July 4 and 
two weeks before New Year’s Eve (starting Dec. 22 this 
year). Big Time Crawfish operates from January until early 
July and Big Time Shaved Ice is in open from the week of  
spring break in March until roughly October.

According to DeAndre, what makes their fireworks 
business so successful is that everyone is treated like family, 
they have a huge selection, and they have the cheapest 
fireworks in town. Even though wholesale prices are up 
almost double, DeAndre and Shander want everyone to 
know that they’ve kept their prices the same.

The couple are huge supporters of  community as well. 
They assist in holding a turkey drive every November and 
participate in quite a few other “give back” type activities 
each year.

When asked what the biggest sellers are for Big 
Time Fireworks, DeAndre and Shander said that their 
assortment packs are huge sellers. They also sell a lot of  
family kid packs. They were most excited though, about 
“The Godfather," which is an assortment pack that can 
contain over 150 fuses and can last for up to ten hours.

Big Time Fireworks is located at 4326 FM 1942 in 
Crosby (1 mile northwest of  Garth Road). You can follow 
them on Facebook @ Big Time Fireworks. 

Shander and DeAndre Wooley, owners of Big Time 
Fireworks, Big Time Crawfish and Big Time Shaved Ice

By Jackland Berry-McDowell
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ROBSON’S MARKS 95 YEARS OF BUSINESS
Robson’s is celebrating its 95th year in Baytown and is currently led by its 

fourth generation, Paul Hargrave.
Robson’s journey started long ago by the founder Robert Robson in the late 

1800s in North Shields, England. He learned the intricacies of  mechanical 
watch-making while producing chronometers with the English company 
Wilson and Gillie. 

The chronometer was a nautical instrument used to determine longitude at 
sea, requiring precise timekeeping and adaptability to varied climates. 

Robert left England in 1903 for the United States and settled in the first 
town he reached, Gulfport, Mississippi. For three years he employed his watch-
making skills at J.D. Radford Jewelry, and then he moved to Live Oak, Florida, 
where he met his bride, Hattie Florence Larsen. 

The couple moved westward early in their marriage to Baton Rouge, Lake 
Charles and eventually to Baytown in 1926, where newfound oilfields had 
created an economic boom. 

The local economy had exploded so quickly that it took six months for him 
to find housing for his family. 

Robert Robson and his family were committed to the success of  the jewelry  
business. His five children helped at the store, being trained to offer expert 
jewelry and watch repair with professionalism. It was this commitment to 
service that carried Robson’s Jewelry store through its most difficult times — 
the war years.

During those years, Robson’s store was chosen to be the official servicing 
site for railroad watches. Like the marine chronometers on which Robson had 
originally learned to keep time, railroad watches were required to be highly 
precise. One minute of  error could cause a railroad catastrophe, in days when 
railroads were the lifeblood of  the economy. 

Today, Robson’s is one of  the fastest growing jewelers in east Harris County.

Paul 
Hargrave, 
his uncle 
Robert 
Hargrave 
(left) and 
father 
Normal 
Hargrave 
(right).
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Through The Baytown Project, David Berkowitz shines a light on everyday people in the 
greater Baytown area. Follow along at thebaytownproject.com, or on Facebook and Instagram.

“We lived in a house in Spring with no neighbors around us. We were there since I was born, so a good 16 years. It was me, my mom, my dad, a 
younger brother and a sister. 

“We were renting from this company, and they shut down. All of  a sudden, in the middle of  my sophomore year at Klein High School, they told us 
we had to move out. My dad asked if  we could wait until the summer so that we could finish the school year. Luckily, they agreed. 

“We ended up moving to Dayton near my 
grandma. She has a lot of  land, and she gave us like 
half  an acre where we built a new home. It was a 
culture shock, moving away from my hometown, 
starting over at a much smaller high school, and 
living out in the country. I really missed the city 
and all the people I knew. One of  them was a 
childhood friend, all the way from kindergarten 
until I left. 

“Back in January, I was on the phone with 
someone. We were just playing games or whatever. 
It was really late, like 4 a.m. And I got this call 
from an unknown number. I answered, and it was 
the mom of  my old friend. She wanted to let me 
know that he had committed suicide. 

“It was such a shock. It came out of  the blue. I 
had never heard of  any problems he was having. 
I thought he was doing fine. It was pretty hard to 
deal with. It’s like, you feel so sad, and you don’t 
really want to do anything. You don’t want to go 
to school. You don’t want to go to work. You just 
want to stay in your room 24/7. 

“Then one day I woke up, and I was just kind 
of  talking to myself. I don’t remember exactly 
what I said. But it was like, ‘Hey, if  you can hear 
me, know that I will never forget you. And I’ll do 
my best to impress you.’ 

“So when it comes to work or college or 
anything else I’m involved in, that’s what I do. I 
try my best. I try my best.”

CHRISTOPHER HERNANDEZ

Christopher Hernandez is studying business at Lee College.
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“It was a Sunday morning seven years ago. We 
were getting ready for church. We began going 
about three weeks earlier. We had both been sober 
for those three weeks. In fact, Pedro had just gotten 
baptized. We were on the right track, we thought. 

“He was set to begin a new job the next day. He 
needed to get a part for his car, so he decided to 
get a ride to the store before church. Our kids, Mia 
and Pete, were in third and fourth grades. When 
we came home from church, there was no sign of  
Pedro. No calls. No texts. I knew something was 
terribly wrong. 

“We drove around and looked for him. The 
kids made ‘Have You Seen My Daddy?’ signs, and 
posted them on trees. It was heartbreaking. They 
went to school on Monday. I told them, ‘If  I find 
your daddy, I will come get you.’ 

“I was calling hospitals, police stations, 
everywhere. We couldn’t find him. He didn’t 
bring his wallet or phone with him. Finally, with 
a little help and the right information, we found 
him. He was admitted as John Doe to the Shock 
Trauma Intensive Care Unit at Memorial Hermann 
Hospital. He was in a coma. 

“It was the heaviest news I’ve ever received. 
My knees buckled. I called my mom. I remember 
telling her I was so relieved he’d been baptized. I 
thought it was over. 

“When I went to get the kids, they immediately 
knew it was bad. Pedro was the passenger in a 
single vehicle rollover accident. He wasn’t wearing 
a seat belt. He went through the windshield and 
sustained several life-threatening injuries. 

“He spent three months in two hospitals. There 
was no brain damage. He regained more ability 
than was originally predicted. He grew stronger. 

“He has issues, for sure: pain, lack of  mobility, 
spasms and more. But something miraculous 
happened. Pedro was saved. His life was spared. 
He was given the most amazing second chance. 
What was intended for heartbreak, death and 
hopelessness was traded for love, beauty, life and 
confidence. 

“Not a single day goes by that we aren’t grateful. 
I will never have enough words to explain how 
blessed we are.”

KIMBERLY INFANTE

Kimberly Infante overcame alcoholism to serve as caregiver for her 
husband, Pedro.

The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz
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“One of  my favorite songs is ‘The Change’ by 
Garth Brooks. Basically, the lyrics say, I might not 
be able to change the world. But if  I start with one 
person at a time, maybe I can make a difference. I 
feel that’s life for me. That’s one of  the things I want 
to be remembered for: trying to make a difference. 

“I consider myself  very blessed. I’ve always had a 
family who loves me and accepts me for who I am. 
I’ve always had a decent group of  friends. And life 
has always made some kind of  way for me to keep 
pushing for what I want. There are times when I get 
down or I’m struggling. But things always have a way 
of  working out. 

“I realize that’s not the case for everyone. There are 
people less fortunate and others who don’t have an 
appreciation for what they do have. I just encourage 
everybody to try to find a place of  happiness, and 
share it with others. 

“I see lots of  negativity in the world. Negativity is 
very contagious. But I believe that positivity is, too. I 
try to show positivity in my actions and in my music. 

“I can post all day saying, ‘Hey, today’s going to 
be a good day. Cheer up.’ But people have heard 
those cliches before. They’re like, ‘You’re not going 
through what I’m going through right now. So it’s 
easy for you to say that.’ I feel that’s where music 
comes in. It has a way of  really touching people. 

“I wrote a song called ‘Mountain High’ back in 
2018. It basically says that no matter what life throws 
at you, you’ve got to keep pushing to get to where 
you want to be — which is that place of  happiness. 

“Someone told me it was his favorite song of  
mine. He memorized all the words. He didn’t come 
out and say he was suicidal, but he kind of  hinted at 
it. And he made it apparent that my song definitely 
helped him look at life a little differently, considering 
what he was dealing with at the time. 

“Knowing that my music can have a positive 
impact on someone’s life in that way, it means the 
world to me.”

CHRIS CHAMPION

Chris Champion once got to be on stage with his favorite singer, Patti LaBelle.

The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz
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Angella Mapp, Alexis Oluwo, Regina Pittmon, Cynthia Palton, Ysenia 
Leday

Seeking to fill a niche that was rare in Baytown, Cynthia Palton, 
a native Baytonian, opened Fat Fats a little over two months 
ago. Palton was living in The Heights when she started another 
business in Baytown called Ms. Kurvy Girl. While working 12-
14-hour days at her business, Palton says she couldn’t find good, 
authentic soul food like her mother’s. So, she decided to create 
it. 

The name of  the business, according to Palton, came from a 
childhood nickname. She said, “Let’s just say I was really, really 

FAT FATS
AUTHENTIC SOUL FOOD AT ITS FINEST

fat and very food motivated.” 
Palton is a 2000 Graduate of  Robert E. Lee high school and attended Sam 

Houston State University in Huntsville. She says that for as long as she’s been 
old enough to pay for where she lived, she’d never resided in Baytown. Then, 
at the age of  21, once she graduated college, she moved back and has stayed 
ever since. Once back in Baytown, she created her spiritual awareness store 
and eventually Fat Fats.

At Fat Fats you’ll find crispy fried fish, smothered pork chops, gumbo, 
greens, sweet potato pie and more. They even have a special brunch menu on 
Saturdays. According to Palton, the food is all made from scratch and made 
with love. The portions are large, so you’re going to get filled up.

Palton invites everyone to come to Fat Fats and enjoy some good, hearty, 
homemade, authentic, delicious, made with love soul food. She says, “it will 
make you feel better and you’ll want to keep coming back. And tell a friend!“

Referring to brunch as her “love language”, Palton also wants everyone to 
know that their special brunch menu is served on Saturdays from 11am until 
3pm. You can find your traditional breakfast menu items, as well as specialty 
items like chicken ‘n waffles, shrimp n’ grits and brunch potatoes.

Fat Fats is located at 214 West Texas Avenue in Baytown. The restaurant is 
open Tuesdays-Saturdays from 11am-7pm and offers delivery through Waitr, 
DoorDash and Uber Eats. Their phone number is 832-695-2476.

By Jackland Berry-McDowell
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One Block 
Wonder made by 

Annette Kuder. 
Quilted by Jo 

Lynn ONeil 68 
inches wide by 
68 inches long

Quilts on display for live auction

Yellow Rose of 
Texas made 
by Jane Ott. 
Quilted by Lou 
Ann Nichiols 70 
inches wide by 
72 inches long

CHURCH HOSTS QUILT GUILD AUCTION
ANNUAL FUNDRAISER HELD AT ST. MARK'S METHODIST

Auctioneer Gary (Strawberry) Clifton takes bids while his 
wife, Jayne Clifton, helps to display the current quilt being 
auctioned, Texas Bluebonnet Trail made by Jane Ott. 
Quilted by Lou Ann Nichols 72 inches wide x 75 inches long

Quilters Connie Schofield and Delores Ellis are pictured in 
front of the raffle prize quilt. Photos by Carol Skewes
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The Service League of  Baytown held their Casino Night fundraiser at 
The Magnolia Hotel in downtown Houston. The evening consisted of  
a cocktail hour, seated dinner, silent auction, multiple raffles and casino 
games. 

 The League is very grateful to each one of  our underwriters. Without 
you the amazing and fun night would not have been possible! We would 
like to especially thank our top donors, Beltway Transport and Logistics, 
Texas Temperature Control, Strike Industries, Pfitzner Enterprises, On-
Time Right of  Way Solutions, North Shore Rotary, LWL, Inc., Covestro, 
and Bailey Byford with Edward Jones. 

This event is the League’s primary fundraiser and helps sustains all the 
League’s service projects for the year. The Service League of  Baytown 
performs all the vision and hearing screenings for kindergarten, first, 
third, fifth, and seventh graders in the Goose Creek and Barbers Hill 
school districts. Throughout the year The League also volunteer as 

docents at the Baytown Historical Museum, hosts bingo for seniors at J.D. 
Walker Community Center and The Hilltop at Eagle Pointe, serves cake 
and ice cream to students at Chinquapin Preparatory School to celebrate 
birthdays and graduation, and provides Christmas gifts for a deserving 
family. The Service League is also a proud Partner in Education with the 
Goose Creek CISD nurses. In addition to our service projects, the annual 
fundraiser helps with funding The League’s scholarship program, which 
awards graduating seniors from the area’s public high schools for their 
service to the community.

Due to the generosity and support of  our underwriters and our 
community we are able to continue our service to Baytown and the 
surrounding areas. If  you, or your business is interested in more 
information about how you can support this organization, please email 
Serviceleagueofbaytown@gmail.com or visit our website at www.
serviceleagueofbaytown.org

SERVICE LEAGUE CASINO NIGHT

President Melisa 
Quinones (left) 

and Casino Night 
Committee Chair 

Greta Ludwig 
(right) pictured 

with Ronna and 
Jimmy Belt of 

Beltway Transport 
and Logistics

Casino Night Fundraiser Committee, from left: Brandi 
Rodriguez, Melisa Quinones, Chrissa Teel, Greta Ludwig, 
Cassie Daniel, Bailey Byford, Sarah Castleberry and 
Rhonda Smart

Service League Members, from left bottom: Hannah Jackson, 
Dayana Sprano, Rose Pfitzner, Cassie Daniel, Jackie Williams, 
Greta Ludwig, Chrissa Teel, Kimberly Benevides, Rhonda Smart, 
and Melisa Quinones. Top Row from left: Brandi Rodriguez, 
Bailey Byford, Kacie Fivecoat, Sarah Castleberry, and Ginny 
Green

Casino guests Crystal and Stig Jesperson
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Priscila Garza of United Way Emerging Leaders, Roy 
Price of Texas First Bank and David Kadjar

Summer Comeaux of Jane Byrd Properties, Julie 
DeTorre of OmniPoint (Chambers Health), Mike 
Nebgen, retired, and Liz Webb of Texas First Bank

Leslie Vargas of Family First ER, Baytown Sun Advertising Manager Jackie 
McDowell, Carmen Parris of Legal Shield & Identity Theft, Realtor Kathryn 
Saenger and  Ashley Walter of Geico Insurance

Aaron Thomas of Chambers County Judge Jimmy 
Sylvia’s Office, retired Chambers County Commissioner 
Rusty Senac, David Kadjar and Rikki Wheeler of the 
Baytown Chamber of Commerce

VIC AT SOUTHWINDS OPEN HOUSE
BAYTOWN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE NETWORKING MIXER
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COLORING 
CONTEST 
WINNERS

2nd Place, Brooke Heaney, age 9 3rd Place, Divine Osegueda, age 10

1st Place, Mara Williams, age 6 



THERE’S A 
BETTER APPROACH
TO CANCER CARE in Baytown

281.428.2273
houstonmethodist.org/cancer-baytown

At Houston Methodist Cancer Center, we treat every aspect of your 

cancer. Leading oncologists work with our specialists across disciplines 

to minimize cancer’s effects on major organs. One comprehensive 

team — dedicated to your individual care — uses the latest research, 

treatments and technology to stop your cancer. From infusion and 

clinical trials to surgery and reconstruction, our innovative care is 

available in Baytown.

That’s the difference between practicing medicine and leading it. 
Sugar Land

Clear Lake

Texas Medical Center

The Woodlands

Baytown

Willowbrook

West Houston-Katy


