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Greater INDUSTRY ALONG THE TEXAS GULF COAST

Welcome to the petrochemical issue of  Greater Baytown, the 
first issue of  2021. We have good news about Port Houston 
starting on page 4, written by Mark Fleming.

Chevron Phillips updates on its polyehtylene production and 
advanced recycling technology, page 8.

Read about TGS Cedar Port Industrial Park  in a story by Matt 
Hollis on pages 12-13. Matt writes about the $28 million Cedar 
Bayou dredging project on page 18-19.

Michael Pineda updates us on the Enterprise Products Natural 
Gas facility at Morgan’s Point, page 26.

ExxonMobil has been busy naming Sara Bailey “Refiner of  the Year” (page 10),  
and holding food and toy drives to benefit Wooster Baptist Church (pages 22-23).

Covestro brightened the holidays with a toy drive for local families, pages 14-15.
In Alan Dale’s “Where are they now?” we learn about swimmer Ann Wacker, 

REL alum 1976.
Mark Fleming writes about Angelina Ybarra’s guardian angel on pages 30-31.
Last, but definitely not least, send us your entries to have a chance at winning 

either Baytown Little Theater tickets to the summer musical “Mamma Mia” or one 
of  five 100-year-old silver dollars, courtesy of  Kay and Jay Eshbach. Find out how 
to enter on pages 32-33.

Happy New Year.
Carol Skewes

The Fred Hartman 
Bridge over the Houston 

Ship Channel
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SHIP CHANNEL WIDENING
PORT COMMISSIONER: MORE JOBS AND GROWTH





By Mark Fleming
Shortly before recessing for Christmas, Congress passed 

the 2020 Water Resources Development Act which includes 
authorization for a substantial expansion of  the Houston Ship 
Channel, a massive multi-year project to both widen and deepen 
the busy waterway.

The project, known by Port Houston as Project 11, is 
designed to improve both safety and efficiency on the nation’s 
busiest waterway, which serves about 50 deepwater vessels a day.

“The passage of  the WRDA bill is another important step 
in what has been a badly needed upgrade to the Houston Ship 
Channel,” said former Baytown Mayor Stephen DonCarlos, who 
serves on the port commission.

“The project for widening the Channel will allow for much 
safer traffic and larger ships on the Channel,” he said. “The 
project has been a priority for the Port of  Houston because 
we must provide access to larger ships in order to remain 
competitive.

“The bottom line will be more jobs, continued growth in our 
economy, and a much stronger position for the Port and our 
area to compete for future manufacturing projects, as well as for 
expansion of  existing area businesses.”

While the business expansion opportunities run the full length 
of  the channel, from Galveston to near downtown Houston, 
some of  the prime growth potential is in the distribution centers 
in and around Baytown.

The massive Cedar Port complex expects to benefit from the 

project.
“TGS Cedar Port Partners is excited to see the Houston Ship 

Channel expansion project,” said President of  Development and 
Construction James Scott.

“Of  the 16.2 million square feet of  announced and existing 
warehouse space within TGS Cedar Port Industrial Park, 
virtually every facility user relies on Port Houston and the 
Houston Ship Channel for the import and/or export of  their 
products.

“TGS Cedar Port Industrial Park anticipates an additional 
approximately 4 million square feet of  warehouse space to be 
announced to break ground in 2021, so this expansion will help 
support this extraordinary regional growth and maintain Port 
Houston’s role as a world-class international port,” Scott said.

The project, led by the U.S. Army Corps of  Engineers and 
Port Houston, will widen the channel by 170 feet along its 
Galveston Bay reach, from 530 feet to 700 feet. It will also 
deepen upstream segments to 45 feet, make other safety and 
efficiency improvements and craft new environmental features.

Port Chairman Ric Campo said, “Project 11 is expected to 
improve regional air quality by increasing the efficiency of  
vessel movements and reducing potential congestion along the 
Houston Ship Channel. New bird islands and oyster reefs will be 
created as part of  the project.”

A Port Houston press release said the Houston Ship Channel 
supports 3.2 million jobs nationwide, including 1.35 million in 
Texas. It has a nationwide economic impact of  $802 billion.
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Port Houston is now the number 
one port in the United States in terms 
of  total waterborne tonnage, the U.S. 
Army Corps of  Engineers reported 
late in 2020, surpassing the Port of  
South Louisiana.

Nearly 285 million tons of  cargo 
moved through the Port of  Houston 
overall in 2019, which was about 47 
million tons more than any other U.S. 

port and a 6% increase compared to 
the previous year.

Port Houston has been the number 
one port for foreign waterborne 
tonnage for 24 years. In 2019 it was 
also the number one port in terms of  
vessel transits.

The port has eight public terminals 
and more than 200 private facilities.

Most of  the port’s cargo is liquid 

bulk cargo, which makes of  69% of  
the total.

The next most common cargo is 
container cargo, which makes up 
17% of  the total. Port Houston is the 
sixth ranked port in the country by 
the number of  containers. It handles 
nearly 70% of  the container traffic on 
the U.S. Gulf  Coast.

PORT HOUSTON 
NOW TOPS IN 
US TONNAGE
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Chevron Phillips Chemical has 
announced its first commercial-scale 
production of  polyethylene using advanced 
recycling technology.

Advanced recycling, known as 
“chemical recycling,” converts plastic 
waste to valuable liquids that can become 
new petrochemicals. This approach 
complements traditional recycling by 
converting a range of  materials, including 
many difficult-to-recycle plastics, into 
essential building blocks for new chemicals. 
Because of  the potential to repeatedly 
recycle post-use plastics into new materials, 
polymers produced through advanced 
recycling are often referred to as “circular 
polymers.” CPChem’s circular polyethylene 
matches the virgin polymers performance 
and safety specifications the company is 
known for globally. 

“We are exceptionally proud to be the 
first company to announce the production 
of  a circular polyethylene on this scale in 
the U.S.,” Jim Becker, vice president of  
polymers and sustainability, said. “The 
successful production run marks a huge 
step for CPChem on our path to being a 
world leader in producing circular polymers. 
This development is an important milestone 
for us as we further our commitment to 
proactively help the world find sustainable 
solutions, including the elimination of  
plastic waste in the environment.”

Commercial-scale production is a 
significant achievement and the result of  
the company’s two-year exploration into 
the technical viability of  creating circular 
polymers from waste plastics. CPChem is 
now working on scaling up its production of  
circular polyethylene to meet its ambitious 
production plans. That includes working 
with several proven suppliers of  pyrolysis 
oil, the feedstock made from waste plastics, 
and pursuing certification for the new 
polyethylene through the International 

Sustainability and Carbon Certification 
Plus approach using their internationally 
recognized mass balance certification 
methodology.

“All recycling methods have a role to 
play in reducing plastic waste and achieving 
the societal sustainability goals we all 
want,” CPChem’s sustainability technical 
manager, Ron Abbott, said. “This advanced 
recycling technology allows us to recover 
hydrocarbons from plastic waste that have 

previously been difficult, or even impossible 
to recycle, enabling us to upgrade them into 
clean, safe circular plastics. We are excited to 
be at the forefront of  this technology as we 
seek to implement sustainable solutions that 
cultivate a circular economy.”

Upon certification, CPChem intends to 
market its new circular polyethylene range 
under the trade name Marlex Anew Circular 
Polyethylene.

CHEVRON PHILLIPS CHEMICAL
SUCCESSFULLY PRODUCES POLYETHYLENE 

IN ADVANCED RECYCLING TECHNOLOGY
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Products  
that perform,
People  
who care

At Chevron Phillips Chemical, we responsibly manufacture chemicals and polymers the world 
needs, provide enriching careers and create shareholder value because we care about each other, 
our customers and our communities. We live by our values of safety, respect, integrity and drive, 
which enable us to make the petrochemical solutions found in products of all kinds, with purpose, 
collaboration and care.

Performance by design. Caring by choice.™

Connect with us online 
www.cpchem.com



EXXONMOBIL NAMES BAILEY 
2020 REFINER OF THE YEAR

Each year, ExxonMobil Baytown Area recognizes 
a community volunteer who has made outstanding 
contributions to the Baytown area and its citizens, and this 
year’s recipient is no exception. On Dec. 1, community 
member Sara Bailey was honored as ExxonMobil’s 2020 
Refiner of  the Year at a small ceremony that took place 
at the Baytown Historical Museum with a few of  Sara’s 
immediate family members in attendance, as well as Refinery 
Manager Rohan Davis . 

Sara was raised in Baytown and graduated from Robert 
E Lee High School, Lee College and the University of  
Houston. Sara has given tirelessly as she has served on 
many boards through the years including Bay Area Heritage 
Society, Lee College Foundation, Baytown Symphony, 
Mutual Benefit Association, Wooster Garden Club and 
Baytown Junior Forum.

Sara is a strong supporter for ExxonMobil and has been 
the plant’s biggest advocate through the years. Having ties 
to Humble Oil from the beginning of  the facility, Sara’s 
grandfather was a land surveyor for Humble Oil in 1919 and 

later supervised the Baytown Ordnance Works plant, which 
produced toluene for the World War II effort.  Since 1919, a 
member of  Sara’s family has worked at the plant. 

Sara has served as a docent to the Bay Area Heritage 
Society/Museum for thirty years and is the expert in 
the Humble Oil section as she grew up on the Humble 
property.  As a docent, Sara has shared personal stories 
regarding the refinery’s history and taught thousands of  
school children about ExxonMobil, our history and the 
importance of  the facility not only to our community, but 
across the globe.

“I’ve spread the word to school children for more than 30 
years of  how proud I am of  the refinery.  I will never let this 
community forget what this refinery did to help win the war 
and what that history means to our nation,” stated Sara.  

Refinery Manager Rohan Davis adds, “Sara is a great 
example of  what being our Refiner of  the Year is all about.  
She shares her talent and passion to give back to our 
community and make Baytown a better place, and we are 
honored to highlight Sara as this year’s recipient.”
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The

SunBaytown

A magazine product of

BAYTOWN
GREATER

publishing every month

Greater Baytown celebrates 
the lifestyle, career and good 
works of people in our unique 
communities. Writers and 
designers each month share 
compelling, interesting stories 
about the people and places 
that make our hometowns 
special places to live, work 
explore and relax.

Call today! 

www.baytownsun.com

Patricia.Wells@baytownsun.com
832-869-6226

Carol.Skewes@baytownsun.com
832-477-7314
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By Matt Hollis
TGS Cedar Port Industrial Park, located in West Chambers 

County, is the largest master-planned, rail-and-barge-served industrial 
park in the U.S. and offers industry-leading access for distribution, 
manufacturing, and terminal operations. 

Situated across the Houston Ship Channel from Bayport and 
Barbours Cut Container Terminals, Cedar Port spans approximately 
15,000 acres, of  which 10,000 total acres are available for sale, 
lease, design builds, and build-to-suit developments, including in 
excess of  3 miles of  barge depth waterfront land sites. The park 
can accommodate users from five acres to more than 1,500 acres, 
and land sites are delivered “turn-key” - fully entitled with utilities, 
drainage, and detention. 

Cedar Port is approximately 25 feet above sea level and includes 
heavy utilities and industrial and commercial transportation 
infrastructure. The park is both barge-served and dual-served by the 
Union Pacific and the BNSF railroads. TGS Cedar Port Partners, 
L.P. operates and oversees rail service within the park and can tailor 

operations to customer needs. The current storage capacity is 4,150 
railcars and expanding to over 5,000 railcars. 

Five roads have access into the park, including the new master-
planned highway, Cedar Port Parkway. Cedar Port Parkway will be 
TxDOT-approved and heavy haul rated. The heavy haul corridor 
within the park allows permitted vehicles to transport overweight 
commodities from the Port more efficiently. 

Cedar Port currently has over 16 million-square-feet of  industrial 
and manufacturing warehouses that are either existing or under 
construction. 

The park offers rail-served, e-commerce and retail distribution 
users, and manufacturers unmatched resources for the future of  
industrial logistics and development. Available incentives include 
tax abatements, workforce training funds, Foreign Trade Zone 
designation, and financing for infrastructure development and 
sites improvements. Cedar Port includes household names such as 
Walmart, Ikea, Home Depot, Ravago, Vinmar, PBP, and DHL.  

For additional information, visit tgscedarport.com.
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Building Design & Planning

• Civil/Structural    
   Design
• Building Design
• Residential
• Commercial
• Land Planning  
  & Development

www.carnesengineering.com

12605 IH-10 East • (Exit FM 3180)

281-385-1200

TGS 
CEDAR 

PORT 

INDUSTRIAL 

PARK OFFERS 

MUCH FOR 

DISTRIBUTERS, 

MANUFACTURERS
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By Preslie Cox, Covestro communications specialist
Covestro Baytown and its workers teamed up to help 

make the holidays brighter this season for local families 
in the Baytown community through its annual site toy 
drive.

The drive was the last volunteer opportunity of  the 
year for employees to participate in and aims to help 
families in need during the holidays. Volunteers from 
each area and business unit work together to collect, 
sort, wrap and distribute gifts to families through local 
nonprofits and organizations in the Baytown area. Gifts 
donated range from toys to household goods, to clothing 
and bikes.

The 2020 toy drive was under much different 
circumstances compared to drives in the past due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. Obstacles included new ways for 
workers to make donations, sort and distribute the gifts 
safely.

Covestro PCT Training Specialist Seth Robins said 
this was a toy drive done in a way the site has never done 
before. This was his first year to lead the drive.

Extra work was put on our business units and 
department ambassadors due to the nature of  collecting 
gifts safely and from remote employees,” said Robins. In 
a time when we have all been working under exceptional 
stress and unprecedented workloads, I think this is truly 
exceptional.”

Robins looks forward to implementing lessons learned 
next year for an even more successful and innovative toy 
drive. Local organizations that participated in the drive 
included the Promise Center of  West Baytown, James 
Bowie Elementary, Chambers County Child Welfare 
Board and Bay Area Homeless Services. Altogether the 
drive helped 21 Baytown area families this year, totaling 
52 kids, not including their parents.

James Bowie Elementary Counselor Erica Mares said 
she truly cherishes the partnership the school has with 
Covestro.

“I appreciate the willingness you all have to always 
partner with our visions and support them in any way 
possible,” said Mares.

“I called one woman to look at the huge section of  

COVESTRO TOY DRIVE
BRIGHTENS HOLIDAYS

FOR LOCAL FAMILIES

Covestro workers (from left) Preslie Cox, Jessica Harris, John Hensley, Jennifer Lilley, Carrie Campbell, Melissa Aguilar and Seth 
Robins delivered gifts to Goose Creek CISD Partner in Education School James Bowie Elementary.
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gifts that was for her and her kiddos; she just broke down 
and started sobbing. It was just a beautiful moment to 
witness. She was so purely thankful and appreciative. I 
was in tears seeing her so happy. From the bottom of  
my heart, I just want to say thank you! Thank you to 
everyone at Covestro for being so selfless in their giving 
and not thinking twice about helping our families in 
need. This is especially a difficult time for everyone,” said 
Mares.

Covestro Communications Specialist Preslie Cox said 
it’s always rewarding to work on projects that give back to 
the community she grew up and works in. 

“The site’s toy drive is one of  my favorite volunteer 

opportunities through Covestro to take part in. The 
smiles and gratitude from the families and each 
organization during the gift deliveries make the entire 
initiative a rewarding experience,” said Cox.

“I knew this year’s toy drive would be much different 
than in years past, and that we would certainly face some 
new challenges. But like always, our employees teamed 
up, worked hard and explored a variety of  ways to help 
make an impact and this holiday season brighter for local 
families in need.”

The toy drive team leads are already gearing up and 
searching for innovative ways to make next year’s drive 
another successful community impact.

Covestro Communications Specialist Preslie Cox and Promise Center Board President Fred Aguilar deliver gifts to a Baytown family.
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By Matt Hollis
The Cedar Bayou Navigation District has announced a $28 million 

municipal finance transaction, its first issuance of  bonds and the 
first issuance of  assessment revenue bonds for a navigation district’s 
deepening and widening project under Texas law.

In February 2020, the Trump Administration announced $32.125 
million in funding for a long-sought dredging project on Cedar 
Bayou. The year before, almost $10 million was approved that 
would allow work to begin on a phased implementation of  the 
dredging. However, the new funding provided a way for the project 
to start later but be completed at once instead of  in phases, thus 
lowering the cost. 

The district’s chair, Susan Dadd, said the federal government’s 
$32.125 million funding provided the final phase for the U.S. Army 
Corps of  Engineers to fully execute Cedar Bayou Channel design. 
The $28 million is for the district to acquire land and meet the non-

federal sponsor cost share obligation for the project.   
“Land acquisition and project share is a non-federal sponsor 

requirement,” Dadd said. “The Cedar Bayou Navigation District 
completed a bond transaction to fund these obligations, which is not 
related to federal funding.”    

The CBND was the only entity involved in the bond transaction.
The congressionally-approved project improves eight miles of  the 

bayou. The eight-mile stretch of  existing navigation channel is being 
normalized. The project intends to create a 10-feet deep channel with 
a bottom width of  100-feet. It also eliminates the “Devil’s Elbow,” 
a 100-foot-wide cutoff  channel, while also creating a 200-foot wide 
by 1,300-foot long passing lane. Towing configurations will include a 
single 54-foot-wide, super-jumbo barge.

Pursuant to a project partnership agreement, the USACE agreed 
to undertake the project using a combination of  funds appropriated 
by Congress and provided by the district as the non-federal sponsor 

CEDAR BAYOU DREDGING PROJECT
GETS $28 MILLION FUNDING BOOST 
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of  the project. The district will utilize proceeds from the financing for property acquisition and 
costs of  construction, representing its share of  the project.

“We are very pleased with the progress on the bond transaction, which directly moves us 
forward with the Cedar Bayou Channel Improvements Project,” Dadd said.  

Cedar Bayou is a coastal stream that originates east of  Houston and forms the political 
boundary between Harris County and Chambers County. It becomes navigable on the north end 
and meanders south along the eastern portion of  the City of  Baytown before entering Galveston 
Bay. The deepening and widening project is the culmination of  more than two decades of  work 
by the district to ensure the safe, efficient movement of  marine traffic along the bayou.

Now the lands have been acquired, Dadd said cost share will be provided as the project 
progresses. 

The district will continue monitoring the project to assure owners are lowering pipelines if  and 
as necessary to meet the project requirements, according to Dadd. 

The USACE is progressing from design to construction in the second quarter of  2021.
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Our Independent Living cottages and apartments 

offer the ultimate Independent Living experience for 

active seniors. Enjoy your private, maintenance-free 

home with high-end features like vaulted ceilings, 

private 2-car garage and private patios for relaxing and 

entertaining! The Lodge at Pine Creek cottages and 

apartments aren’t simply a residence, they are a home.

B Y  A B B Y  S E N I O R  L I V I N G

825 Hunt Road | Baytown, TX

832-572-5619 

LodgeAtPineCreek.com

independent living
assisted living | memory care

©2021 Abby Senior Living. *Valid for qualifying new deposits placed between 01/01/21 and 01/31/21. Cannot be 
combined with other offers. Terms and restrictions apply. Talk with our Community Liaison for details.

SAVE UP TO $3,800 WHEN YOU PLACE YOUR DEPOSIT BY JAN 31ST.* 
CALL 832.572.5619 TODAY!

A home that fits 
just right

OUR LEASING OFFICE IS OPEN WITH SPECIAL COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS IN PLACE

Happy New Year
2021

My New Year’s Resolution
Stay informed 

and purchase a 
subscription to

Only $28 for 
3 months

*Eligible customers include new subscribers or household who have not subscribed within the past 30 days
** Offer Expires January 31, 2021
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Meet Your
Realtor

Krisher-McKay Inc.
Realtors

1000 Massey Tompkins Rd.
Baytown, TX 77521

Cell: 281-300-6824
Roxie@krishermckay.com
www.krishermckay.com

Roxie Krisher Hippard - Broker Associate

Roxie Krisher Hippard

Krisher-McKay Inc.
Realtors

1000 Massey Tompkins Rd.
Baytown, TX 77521

Cell:  713-254-0163
Office:  281-427-5444
mckay@krishermckay.com

LaNelle McKay

LaNelle McKay - Agent

Karla Opryshek
Broker/Associate

CRS, ABR, MRP, ASR, 
NHS, MCNE

281-433-2281 | 4500 N. Main
kopryshek@cbunited.com

LET’S TALK
SOLD!

Janice Byerley
832-414-4229

jbyerley@cbunited.com

GAY LYNN MILLIORN
Broker Associate & Top Producer®

M: 832-262-6828
P : 281-839-7889
gaylynn@yourtxhome.com
www.yourtxhome.com

1001 W. Baker Rd, 
Baytown TX 77521

When you see something at an 
independent store that costs a little more, 

try  to rememberthat most major online 
retailers  don’t buy ads in the local football 

program, 

Big box stores won’t donate prizes to your 
silent auction and don’t have kids playing 

little league in your community.  

Small business owners DO and they offer 
better customer service because they do it 

face to face. 

Advertise with us.
Call today.

281-422-8302
Email: 

Patricia.Wells@baytownsun.com
Carol.Skewes@baytownsun.com

www.baytownsun.com
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ExxonMobil employees have always been champion volunteers in the Baytown 
community. During this difficult year, ExxonMobil Baytown Area’s Staff  Support Quality 
Committee Special Projects Team and Women’s Interest Network wanted to focus on 
a project that would have an immediate impact on members of  the community. They 
initiated an employee-driven food drive for Wooster Baptist Church on Bayway Drive. 
Wooster Baptist Church feeds families twice a month and the need for help has only 
increased since the start of  the pandemic.

A total of  43 boxes of  nonperishable foods and toiletries were donated by 
ExxonMobil employees and contractors. Refinery Manager Rohan Davis, along with 
members of  the ExxonMobil Baytown Fire Team and other ExxonMobil volunteers, 
came together to help deliver the boxes to the church.

EXXONMOBIL BAYTOWN 
AREA EMPLOYEES

HOLD FOOD & TOY DRIVES TO BENEFIT WOOSTER BAPTIST CHURCH
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For ExxonMobil, community outreach and support is more important than ever. The 
pandemic has presented numerous challenges for members of  our community, as well as 
for those at ExxonMobil. While ExxonMobil encourages volunteer efforts, finding ways 
to safely get involved and lend a helping hand has been one of  those challenges.

“The support was much needed and much appreciated, and we were overjoyed by the 
help,” said church Pastor Jason Shuttlesworth. 

“This is probably one of  the toughest times for a lot of  people in a long time,” said 
Rohan. “A sincere thank you to everyone who took the time to donate food and items 
from our site in order to help support local families during this difficult time.” 

“THE SUPPORT WAS MUCH NEEDED AND MUCH 

APPRECIATED, AND WE WERE OVERJOYED BY THE HELP,”

23Greater Baytown - January 2020



The Associated Press
By March 23, Apple had lost $435 billion in market 

value in about five weeks and many of  its retail outlets 
were shut as the virus pandemic walloped the global 
economy and stock markets. Meanwhile, a report issued 
by the National Bureau of  Economic Research found 
that 2% of  small businesses surveyed had shut down 
permanently in March. 

On Dec. 30, Apple’s stock market value totaled $2.29 
trillion, up 133% since March 23. Meanwhile, Congress 
has approved nearly $300 billion in additional relief  for 
small businesses, money that many hard-hit owners only 
hope can help them survive until the pandemic finally 
eases

Wall Street recovered after March; Main Street is still 
struggling. 
SMALL BUSINESS

The coronavirus and the drastic measures put in 
place by government officials to try to control its spread 
had a severe toll on many small businesses in the U.S. 
Restaurants, hair salons, event planners and other 
businesses that rely on people being in close proximity 
were particularly hard-hit, as were those tied to tourism. 
In April, payroll provider ADP reported nearly 20 million 
jobs were lost at U.S. companies, more than half  at 
businesses employing under 500 people. A government 
relief  program helped by giving out more than 5.2 
million loans to small businesses and non-profits between 
April and August. Congress approved another round of  
funding but many companies could still fold. 
REAL ESTATE

Commercial real estate has been among the industries 
hardest hit by the pandemic, and there are doubts about 
how quickly it will recover. Vacancy rates for retail, 
office and other property types are up sharply from a 
year ago. Apartments are bucking the trend, benefiting 
from increased demand for housing. Real estate sector 
stocks are one of  the few sectors to be down for the year. 
The pandemic forced millions of  people to work from 
home and turn to e-commerce more than ever to buy 
groceries and other goods. These trends, already gaining 
momentum before the pandemic, have accelerated. 

MANY 
BUSINESSES 

LAGGED
DURING PANDEMIC IN 2020
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The question is how much will they affect 
demand once the pandemic is over.
FOSSIL FUELS

The oil industry was pummeled after 
travel was halted in efforts to contain the 
coronavirus, sending demand for jet fuel and 
gasoline plummeting. Producers were already 

struggling before the pandemic struck, due 
to a weak global economy and a market 
flooded with cheap oil. As the coronavirus 
spread and Saudi Arabia and Russia mounted 
a price war, oil prices plunged. Prices 
recovered but languished around $40 a barrel 
for months, well below what most producers 

need to break even. The oil, gas and 
chemical industries laid off  107,000 workers 
over the spring and summer, according 
to a Deloitte Insights study. Oil giants 
ExxonMobil, Chevron and others curtailed 
spending and slashed their workforces.
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By Michael Pineda
A partnership between Enterprise in Mont Belvieu and 

Navigator Holdings has become operational as a 30,000 
ton refrigerated ethylene storage tank came online at the 
Morgan’s Point export facility at the end of  December. 

Navigator Holdings specializes in the seaborne 
transportation of  petrochemical gases. Enterprise provides 
a range of  midstream services for natural gas, natural gas 
liquids, crude oil, refined products and petrochemicals. The 
partnership has approximately 50,000 miles of  pipelines, 
along with natural gas capacity, natural gas storage and 
storage for crude oil. There are also refined products and 
petrochemicals in the partnership. 

The first shipment in the 50/50 venture, the Navigator 
Atlas, a 21,000-cubic meter ethylene gas carrier, was loaded 
on Dec. 23. 

The new tank is a step up for Enterprise as it loads 
faster and increases efficiency. It has an export capacity of  
1 million tons per year and is served out of  a 600-million 
pound ethylene storage cavern out of  Mont Belvieu. 

“Our fully commissioned Morgan’s Point facility is the 
largest and most reliable supply source for waterborne 
ethylene in the world,” A.J.  ‘Jim’ Teague, co-CEO of  
Enterprise’s general partner, said. “The terminal is backed 
by the supply of  the entire U.S. Gulf  Coast via our growing 
ethylene midstream services, which include our open access 
storage and market hub in Mont Belvieu.

“Our ethylene export, storage and transportation services 
highlight our vision to provide midstream services for the 
petrochemical industry that allow our customers to focus 
on their unique competitive advantages to the U.S. and in 
growing international markets.”

It comes on at a good time for ethylene prices although 
they are not expected to remain at a high level of  33.75 
cents per pound. That price represents the highest gains 
since the aftermath of  Hurricane Harvey. The prices were 
at a low of  17.75 cents per pound in November until a 
strong domestic and export demand surged prices forward. 

Argus reported Asian demand is expected to go down 
bringing prices with them. Mont Belvieu is expected to 
weather the challenge. There will be two turnarounds in 
Lake Charles, Louisiana, and one turnaround in Sweeny. 
The other factor is the storage tank coming online to serve 
the market.

The commissioning of  the Morgan’s Point terminal in 
the face of  a yearlong pandemic is testimony to the high-
quality talent and dedicated team assigned to this project,” 
David Butters, Navigator Holdings’ executive chairman, 
said Rigzone reported. “We congratulate all employees and 
third-party contractors for the superb job in completing 
the export terminal on time and under budget. We expect 
the terminal to operate at capacity, utilizing Enterprise’s 
vast interconnected ethylene platform, and to create strong 
demand for Navigator’s fleet of  specialized ethylene-
capable vessels.”

ENTERPRISE PRODUCTS
NATURAL GAS

FACILITY COMES ONLINE AT MORGAN’S POINT



By Mark Fleming
Four major industrial fires in 2019 led state and county 

officials to beef  up monitoring and response capabilities 
for chemical emergencies. Shortly before Christmas, the 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality showed off  
some of  its new tools it can deploy quickly when crises 
unfold.

State lawmakers approved nearly $1 million in 2019 to 
upgrade two existing TCEQ mobile air monitoring vans 
and purchase a third—a SMART (Strategic Mobile Air 
Reconnaissance Technology) Rapid Assessment Survey 
van—that allows the agency to greatly expand the number 
of  pollutants it monitors and more quickly analyze results.

The three vans will help monitor air quality here in the 
Houston Ship Channel area, as well as the Beaumont-Port 
Arthur and Corpus Christi areas.

The two upgraded vans feature advanced mass 
spectrometers capable of  sampling more than 1,000 
pollutants, including formaldehyde, nitrogen oxide, sulfur 
oxide, methane, and ozone, among others.

The new van has the capacity to measure 16 different 
pollutants in real time while traveling at up to 35 mph.

The agency also added new advanced handheld 
monitors that allow field investigators to take 
instantaneous readings at any location, such as the fence 
line of  a facility experiencing an emergency.

TCEQ also recently purchased four drones that allow 
surveillance from the air during an emergency.

Adrian Shelley, Texas director for advocacy group 
Public Citizen said, “Since Hurricane Harvey, Texans have 
demanded that TCEQ respond more quickly to massive 
pollution events triggered by manmade and natural 
disasters. 

“The agency received nearly a million dollars from 
the Texas Legislature in 2019 to upgrade its mobile 
monitoring vehicles. TCEQ is requesting another $1.5 
million in the 2021 legislative session.

“TCEQ must be able to determine when people are in 
danger from pollution after an incident or natural disaster, 
and these investments will help the agency improve 
its disaster response. TCEQ has already improved its 
response time—starting with air monitoring in East Texas 
the day after Hurricane Laura moved through in August 
2020.”

TCEQ UNVEILS NEW TECHNOLOGY 
FOR MONITORING AIR POLLUTION DURING HURRICANES, 

OTHER DISASTERS
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Where are 
they Now?
Jeannette Wacker
By Alan Dale

They were quite the athletic family, those Girardeaus, and they 
more than made their mark on Robert E. Lee High School sports.

It all started with the elder of  three sibling—Ann—who 
graduated in 1976 after a stellar prep swimming career that 
translated into a chance to swim for the University of  Texas.

She was followed by her siblings, Jimmy (Class of  1978), a 
state-ranked cross country and track performer who ended up at 
Rice, and sister Dorothy (Class of  1980), who also was an all-state 
swimmer and future Longhorn. All three were named Baytown 
Sun Athletes of  the Year during their days.

But Ann Wacker—as she is now known—got the whole thing 
rolling when she developed a love for the pool.

Wacker came from an athletic pair of  parents—including her 
mother who swam—and their children would learn how to swim.

“I was envious of  a friend’s ribbons that she got, so the next 
year I wanted to get that,” Ann said. “Jimmy didn’t like swimming 
very much and when he got to high school he started to run, but 
we were all swimmers. Our parents wanted us to try everything. I 
did ballet, twirling, gymnastics, tennis and all that. 

“But I wasn’t very good at all the other stuff  and swimming 
kind of  stuck.”

Wacker got involved in summer leagues for swimming and 
joined kids of  all ages that got together and had fun while also at 
time getting down to brass tacks.

“I had some natural talent and I learned how to be good at it 
and win,” she said. “I was competitive and I am 62 now and still 
competitive.”

As she got older, she began to swim year-round up until 
arriving at REL.

“The friendships were important and a lot of  my teammates 
were very good,” Wacker said. “We went to state my freshman Roger Wacker, Ann Wacker,

Jeannette Wacker and Michelle Wacker
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year in the relay and individually and that was 
exciting.”

Wacker, who qualified for state all four 
years, finished second in the backstroke her 
junior year and third her senior year, while 
being named All-American. 

She also played water polo.
Ultimately, she ended up in Austin with 

the Longhorns on a partial scholarship.
“That was during the formative years of  

Title IX,” Wacker said. “It was unfortunate 
that we would have a lot of  coaching 
turnover. My freshman year, we didn’t really 
have an assistant coach and had the assistant 
men’s coach.”

Wacker did qualify for the NCAA finals 
and dropped her times during her first year 
on campus and she was buoyed by a coach 
the girls finally got and liked.

“They then decided to make a big deal my 
sophomore year and they were going to hire 
a female and had a big search committee,” 
Wacker said. “They only hired her because 
she was female and that’s sad.”

Wacker was named the co-captain her 
sophomore year, which saw a lot of  athletes 
leave the program due to disappointment in 
the coaching.

“She had never coached swimming,” 
Wacker said. “That didn’t go over very well.”

The Longhorns got second in the 
Southwest Conference and Wacker brought 
back six second-place finishes while 

qualifying again for the NCAAs. She swam 
in the backstroke, sprint freestyles and in 
relays. She was the back stroke leg on the 
medley relay.

Then the drama around the program 
became too much.

“We ended up with four different coaches 
in two years,” Wacker said. “That summer 
I got a little disillusioned and I quit. It was 
time to move on to different things. It 
about killed my mom when I quit. She was 
convinced I would go to Olympics since I 
went to Junior Olympics in high school.

“You put a lot of  work into it and I think I 
was ready for it to come to an end.”

Wacker focused on her education, 
graduated and ultimately got into a career as 
an attorney and worked for Chevron to retire 
just a few years ago after a 38-year run.

She also met her future husband Roger 
Wacker during her early days of  being a 
triathlete. 

The two have raised two daughters, 
Michelle and Jeannette, who both graduated 
from Clear Lake High School.

Wacker has moved from the water to 
the surface and has become a solid half-
marathon runner, finishing in the top five of  
multiple competitions in her age group.

“I do triathlons and all that,” Wacker said. 
“I have been athletic and competitive my 
whole life and I enjoy a healthy lifestyle.”

Jeannette Wacker
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By Mark Fleming
Angelina Ybarra, then a nursing student at Lee 

College, was heading to school on Decker Drive—
just a normal school day—when another car struck 
hers. After spinning out of  control, her car ended 
up in a roadside ditch, upside down, with another 
car on top of  it.

“I was drowning,” she told a reporter a few days 
later. “I just kept calling to God and crying for 
someone to help me.”

That prayer got answered in the form of  a 
passing motorist who stopped, pulled her from the 
car and stayed with her until EMS arrived.

It took 33 years, but she finally got to meet the 
man she called her guardian angel in November.

The car crash that brought Ybarra and Steve 
Todd together was in September of  1987, but it 
wasn’t until 2020 that research by Todd’s daughter 
and a measure of  coincidence allowed them to 
finally meet.

Todd said he was on the way to work that 
morning when he saw people clustered around. 
He got into the water, removed the seat belt and 
helped her out of  the car.

“It was truly a miracle that day for both of  us,” 
he said. “I got to experience God’s gift to you.”

Ybarra said she suffered a shoulder fracture 
in the crash and a concussion that led to double 
vision later in life. She was hospitalized for 13 days.

She went on to finish her nursing studies. “After 
I graduated at Lee College I went to work in 
medical records at the hospital. Some of  the nurses 
that treated me at the ER, I got to know them a lot 
better.”

Carol Todd said the first she knew of  the 
incident in those pre-cell phone days was when 
her husband, who should have been at work, came 
back to the house, soaking wet and wearing only 
the sheet he kept in his truck to use as a seat cover.

“It was an emotional time for him. He couldn’t 
even tell me what happened for a while,” she said.

Todd said the incident was a turning point in 
his life and one that he spoke little of  outside the 
family until he recently shared it with members of  
his church in Conroe, where they now live. He lived 
in Crosby at the time of  the accident.

Ybarra lives in Highlands.
The Todd’s daughter, Melissa Guy, said she was 

talking to a friend recently and related the story, 
and the friend said it sounded familiar. It turns out 
the friend had heard it from the other perspective, 
which led to Guy getting in touch with Ybarra’s 
son and arranging a meeting. Guy is now a nursing 
student at Lee College.

GUARDIAN ANGEL 
SAVES WOMAN’S LIFE

Baytown Sun photo by Mark Fleming
Angelina Ybarra holds the printing plate from the front page of The Baytown Sun 
reporting a crash that left her car submerged in a ditch on Decker Drive in 1987, 
alongside the man who helped her out of the car that day, Steve Todd.
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Pictured above is the first production of 
BLT, “Biography.”

After a tragic auto accident, 
a different location for the 
BLT family was needed.

With the help of locals and BLT members, 
a new building was made.

In May, 1961, 60 friends gathered with an idea at Goose Creek Country Club and 
planned the formation of  a legal organization to produce community enrichment. 
Because of  their enthusiasm, 40 families quickly joined the non-profit entity called 
Baytown Little Theater, and when the first production, “Biography,” was staged in 
August, family memberships had reached 100. “Biography” ran for three days in a 
rented grocery market building on Bayway Drive — to the delight of  527 theater-
goers and the Little Theater’s treasury. With initial success to spur it on, the fledgling 
community theater produce three more plays. In the summer of  1962 the Baytown 
Little Theater purchased the old market building and began its gradual conversion 
to a theater-in-the round. Members voluntarily gave their knowledge and energy to 
build the necessary additions. By the close of  the 1968-1969 season, membership 
had more than doubled. From the Baytown Sun of  March 31, 1969:

There was one interesting feature of  the theater that was around for many years 
— a large column smack dab in the middle of  the stage that couldn’t be removed 
as it was a major support of  the roof. All sorts of  creative staging took place that 
incorporated this column — it was the center pole of  a tent, for example; it was the 
chimney for a wood stove, and it was many, many other things across the years. Then 
Humble Oil (now ExxonMobil) donated equipment and materials to take out the 
column and install a steel beam in its place. Staging a production became much easier 
after this and the theater was most grateful for this major enhancement.

On Friday the 13th of  July 2007, the theater was destroyed when a car drive down 
Baker Road out of  control and straight through the side wall to the other side of  
the arena. This accident occurred only two weeks before the opening of  Titanic: the 
Musical. With the help of  many people and the determination of  the director, Jason 
Howard, the show opened on-time at the Cedar Bayou Junior School.

The Baytown Little Theater, with your continued support, has a bright and 
wonderful future.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF OUR LITTLE THEATER

President of the 
Board

Jim Wadzinski
Vice President

Lyle Tate
Treasurer

Robin McDougald
Secretary

Sheila McDonald
Librarian

Mary Lou Martin

Board Member
Rhonda Daily Leslie 
Williams
Nohelia Cantu
Rebecca Lloyd
Kim Martin
Randy Dickey
Kevin Peterman
Dawnica Jackson
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By Alan Dale 
Jay and Kay Eshbach decided to be giving 

during a trying time and hopefully that will 
bring joyful cries of  ‘Mamma Mia!.’

The Eshbachs are hoping to donate 
50 Baytown Little Theater tickets for the 
summer musical ‘Mamma Mia!’ and the 
winners of  25 sets of  two tickets will get to 
enjoy the show.

To enter the contest. readers can write 
two to three sentences explaining the plot 
of  ‘Mamma Mia!’ and email their entry to 
contest@baytownsun.com by no later than 
Feb. 28, 2021.

The Eshbachs will contact the winners and 
let them know how to contact the box office 
when the show is on in the summer. The 
performances for the show are not until the 
summer so winners would call Jay Eshbach 
on July 1 to arrange for pickup of  the tickets.

‘Mamma Mia!’ tells the story of  an 
independent hotelier in the Greek islands 
who is preparing for her daughter’s wedding 
with the help of  two old friends. Meanwhile 
the spirited bride has a plan. She secretly 
invites three men from her mother’s past in 
hope of  meeting her real father and having 
him escort her down the aisle on her big day.

The dates of  the Baytown Little Theater 
show have not yet been determined.

In addition to the show, the Eshbachs 
have five 100th anniversary silver dollars they 
would also like to give.

For a chance at one of  five 1921 silver 
dollar coins, readers can write 100 words or 
fewer to say, “What I hope for in 2021.” 

Letters need to be submitted to “contest@
baytownsun.com” by no later than Feb. 28. 
The Eshbachs will contact the winners.

“The five silver dollars are in fine 
condition considering they are 100 years 
old,” Jay Eshbach said. “Each has a mint 
mark, at the bottom of  the reverse side, of  
‘D’ indicating they were struck/made in the 
United States mint in Denver.”  

Eshbach noted that the silver dollars, as 
listed for sales are worth $114, $239, $339, 
$499, $1,609, $2,779 and $7,545 depending 
on listing. 

According to Eshbach, 1921 Silver Dollars 
like these are listed for sale online at prices 
from $50 to $90,000.

“As you can see there are many individuals, 
each with an opinion as to what condition 
their coins are in and what they are worth,” 
Eshbach said. 

The Eshbachs make no warranty as to the 
condition of  the coins they donate, nor what 
their value is.

The obverse of  the coins shows Liberty 

wearing a Phrygian cap with the word 
“Liberty” on her hair band, bordered by 
“E Pluribus Unum,” the date of  issue and 
thirteen small stars representing the original 
colonies.

The reverse features a bald eagle clutching 
an olive branch and a bundle of  arrows, 
surrounded by “United States of  America,” 
“One Dollar,” “In God We Trust” and a 
mint mark of  D.

ENTER SUN CONTESTS
TO WIN BAYTOWN LITTLE THEATER TICKETS, 

SILVER DOLLARS

Baytown Little Theater at 2 East Texas Avenue in Baytown.



Kate Lightfoot

BAYTOWN, Texas –ExxonMobil announced today that 
there have been several site manager changes at its Baytown 
Area facilities. Jason Duncan, previous Baytown Olefins 
Plant Manager, has been appointed as the Americas Regional 
Director for ExxonMobil Chemical Company, and will 
be located in Spring, Texas. Duncan is a third-generation 
ExxonMobil employee and has been with the company since 
1998, assuming the role of  Baytown Olefins Plant Manager in 
2018.

“I’ve really enjoyed my time in Baytown, and I’m so grateful 
of  the support that the community has given our company,” 
said Duncan. “As I move on to my new role at ExxonMobil’s 
Spring campus, I will miss the people the most. We have an 
amazing team at the Baytown Olefins Plant, and I’m extremely 
proud of  our employees. This past year operating through the 
pandemic has been challenging, but the accomplishments of  
our site to deliver products society needs has been nothing 
short of  world class. They were even able to continue their 
dedication of  time and talent to give back to the community 
in 2020, which is so awesome. Our people are the heart of  
our company, and I want to give a heartfelt thanks to my BOP 
family.” 
Baytown Olefins Plant Manager Kate Lightfoot

Replacing Duncan is previous Baytown Chemical Plant 
Manager Kate Lightfoot. Originally from Arkansas, Lightfoot 
has been with ExxonMobil since 2002. She was the first female 
manager at the Baytown Chemical Plant and previously held 
roles in both Technical and Process at the Baytown Chemical 

Plant in addition to roles in both Mechanical and Process 
leadership at the Baytown Olefins Plant.
Baytown Chemical Plant Manager Wim Blokker

Replacing Lightfoot is previous Mont Belvieu Plastics Plant 
Manager Wim Blokker. Blokker received his master of  science 
degree in chemical engineering from Delft University, The 
Netherlands, in 1998. That same year, he joined ExxonMobil 
Chemical Company as Unit Engineer in the Rotterdam 
Plasticizers and Intermediates facilities in The Netherlands. 
Blokker has worked for ExxonMobil for 23 years and served in 
various roles both internationally and locally. 
Mont Belvieu Plastics Plant Manager Kerri Reyer

Replacing Blokker is previous Baytown Chemical Plant 
Technical Manager Kerri Reyer. Originally from Pennsylvania, 
Reyer has been with ExxonMobil for 22 years, starting her 
career in Baytown in 1999.  She has held various business 
and manufacturing leadership roles at locations across Texas, 
Virginia, and Singapore.

About ExxonMobil
ExxonMobil, one of  the largest publicly traded international 

energy companies, uses technology and innovation to help 
meet the world’s growing energy needs. ExxonMobil holds an 
industry-leading inventory of  resources, is one of  the largest 
refiners and marketers of  petroleum products, and its chemical 
company is one of  the largest in the world. 

To learn more, visit exxonmobil.com and the Energy Factor. 
Follow ExxonMobil on Twitter and LinkedIn. 

News Release

EXXONMOBIL ANNOUNCES
SITE MANAGER APPOINTMENTS AT BAYTOWN AREA FACILITIES

Kerri ReyerWim BlokkerJason Duncan
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Join us for this year’s ride. We will be conscious of  the health 
concerns as we maintain distance and observe proper protocols. 

This year’s routes are the same as last year’s but we have 3 local 
brewers who will be brewing special beer and cider only available 
at the Freedom Ride! 

This is a fundraiser for the Foundation’s Innovative Classroom 
Grant program so the ride will go on. 

Go to libertyeducationfoundation.net to register. 
Click the Liberty Freedom Ride menu.

LIBERTY 
FREEDOM RIDE

TO BE HELD FEBRUARY 13, 2021

February 13, 2021
All rides begin at 8 A.M.

1829 Sam Houston Street, Liberty TX 77575

ROUTE DISTANCES:
18 Mile, 38 Mile & 75 Mile

Ride through the beautiful rural
areas of Liberty County!

Rest stops with snacks and drinks provided.
Mechanical support and SAG wagons available.  

Routes are fully supported with police, motorcycles 
and medical help.  Approved helmets required.  

Lunch provided for riders.  
Enjoy some special brews and cider from 3

local brewers created speci�cally for and only
available at the Liberty Freedom Ride!

REGISTRATION
$40

EARLY REGISTRATION 
50% OFF

Register by Dec 31st
Use Code:  $EARLY

https://www.libertyeducationfoundation.net/register

February 13, 2021
All rides begin at 8 A.M.

1829 Sam Houston Street, Liberty TX 77575

ROUTE DISTANCES:
18 Mile, 38 Mile & 75 Mile

Ride through the beautiful rural
areas of Liberty County!

Rest stops with snacks and drinks provided.
Mechanical support and SAG wagons available.  

Routes are fully supported with police, motorcycles 
and medical help.  Approved helmets required.  

Lunch provided for riders.  
Enjoy some special brews and cider from 3

local brewers created speci�cally for and only
available at the Liberty Freedom Ride!

REGISTRATION
$40

EARLY REGISTRATION 
50% OFF

Register by Dec 31st
Use Code:  $EARLY

https://www.libertyeducationfoundation.net/register
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