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Rowland Sauls, left, was among the first graduates of
the IMPACT Early College High School in Baytown.
Today, he is employed by Ibuku, a prestigious
architecture firm that specializes in using bamboo for
its structures. Ibuku is headquartered in Bali, Indonesia.
Here he is pictured with Ibuku founder Elora Hardy
and his friend and colleague, Janie Wright. They are
in traditional Balinese clothes for the annual Galungan
Ceremony, according to the Balinese calendar.
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Happy Holidays to everyone this Christmas season.
The 24th Christmas on Texas Avenue attracted 79 vendors and
hundreds of guests. Thank you to the Historic Arts, Cultural and
Entertainment District for putting together this special event at
Town Square in Baytown. See the photos inside.
Rowland Sauls credits IMPACT Early College High School for
putting him on a path to success as an architect in Bali.
Carol Skewes
Read Matt Hollis’ story about Sauls on page 4.
Publisher
Eleska Aubespin writes about local author Glenn Black (page 8)
and about her health care hero daughter, Benaya, (page 26).
City of Baytown Parks and Recreation Department put together a Super Sheroe
Scavenger Hunt that attracted nine teams. Read Alan Dale’s story on page 10.
There’s a new quilt shop in town and it is Katie B’s of Mont Belvieu.
Read Alan Dale’s story about Kaye and Ricky Shelton on page 16.
Baytown Little Theater is celebrating the new year with a spoof on Shakespeare.
Read Mark Fleming’s article on page 22.
Christmas compassion abounds in Old River. Read Michael Pineda’s story on
Danny Phillips on page 24.
Have a safe and happy holiday season. Thank you for reading.
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FROM BAYTOWN TO BALI
By Matt Hollis

Architecture is something that can transcend
over civilizations, expanses, trends, and time. It is
incredibly unique when creating architecture using
materials that present challenges such as bamboo.
But that is the journey Rowland Sauls, 24, has
embarked on, and he took his first steps at the
IMPACT Early College High School in Baytown.
He was among the school’s first graduating class
after it came into existence in 2010.
Today, Sauls is now employed at the prestigious
Ibuku architectural firm in Bali, Indonesia. They
use bamboo to build homes, schools, furniture,
hotels, and more. Bamboo is used due to its
strength, flexibility, aesthetic ability as well as for
its environmentally-conscientious aspects.
Sauls was hired by the firm about a year and a
half ago after earning a Bachelor in Architecture
from Auburn University. But he credits IMPACT
with getting him started toward a fruitful career.
“It helped me immensely. It made a world of
difference,” Sauls said. “It was actually going to
IMPACT that put me on the path of looking at
architecture and getting into it. While I was at
IMPACT, I was able to take architecture studio
classes at Lee College and declare that as my degree.
That is when I started getting into architecture and
understanding that was what I was meant to do.”
Attending IMPACT helped to expose Sauls to
the world of architecture.
“I may have never made that choice (if I had
not gone to IMPACT), and I do not really know
where I would be now,” he said. “IMPACT was
instrumental not only in preparing me for college,
because I was in college all of those four years,
but also really for offering a sort of environment
where making the choice for a career was sort of
incubated.”
Sauls said he could not underscore IMPACT’s
influence enough.
“I cannot even begin to describe how important
it is,” he said. “Going to that school and being a
part of its first graduating class is what gave me
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a real appreciation for it and a sense of partial
ownership of it. I think just like everything else in
life, you’ll get out of it what you put into it. But I
think it was a very special place because the people
there were people that were invested and wanted
to do great things. We all encouraged each other
in that way. Having an environment like that, and
the kids looking for that type of environment and
need it or want it, it is really important to have that
for those that really want it.”
Sauls thanked Karen Smithson, IMPACT’s first
principal, for helping him along in his quest for
success.
“I will always be grateful to her,” Sauls said.
“She was a very special part of my high school
experience. She hand-selected everyone that was in
the first graduating class and chose me as one of
those students.”
Sauls also credited Paul Lucke, who heads the
architecture department at Lee College.
“I am very thankful for him as well for
introducing me to the world of architecture,” Sauls
said.
After graduating from Auburn, Sauls began to
seek out Ibuku for employment. He had previously
seen an online pep talk from the firm’s founder,
Elora Hardy, during his freshman year at IMPACT.
“I followed her work throughout my university
education,” he said. “I reached out to the firm and
asked them to help me do my thesis research and
applied for a Fulbright Scholarship, and I was a
national finalists for it.”
Although Sauls became a national finalist for
the Fulbright scholarship, he did not end up as a
recipient of it.
“So, I called the (Ibuku) and asked if there was
a position available for me there, because I really
would like to do this sort of work,” he said. “They
talked and essentially created a new position for
me to come and join the company. At that time,
they did not hire foreigners and I was the first one
they decided to hire.”
Sauls said the firm specializes in ultrasustainability, specifically in making buildings out
of bamboo.

Man credits IMPACT education for
architectural career choice
“Words cannot explain the kind of beauty we
are able to make with bamboo,” he said. “It is a
challenge to use bamboo. Every pole of bamboo
is different. We have to learn to work with the
resistance of the natural material, instead of
working against that resistance. Instead of milling it
down to a rectangle or something that is expected,
we instead hire local craftsman that are used to
working with that materials or are very skilled in
doing so. We take our cues from the materials
itself. We let the form of the building be borne
by nature through the skill of the craftsman and
the knowledge of the material. And that is how we
created these incredible spaces.”
Among the creations is Green Village, a
neighborhood in Bali consisting of a collection of
houses that was originally conceived as a village

for parents and families of Green School children,
which is nearby.
Sauls said he is currently in charge of designing a
new gymnasium for the Green School. It will also
be made of bamboo.
“I have been a part of other projects, but this
is the first one I have been in charge of,” he said.
Sauls said in the future, his firm intends to
expand into the international realm.
“There is a lot of buzz happening right now,
and a lot of international work that will come up
soon,” he said. “We’ve been doing a lot of singlefamily resident, but I think we are going to see
bigger projects as our name has gotten out there.”
To view the wonderful creations made by Ibuku,
visit https://ibuku.com.

This is the office building Rowland Sauls works at with Ibuku in Bali, Indonesia. Sauls sought out
employment with the company after attending IMPACT Early College High School and Auburn
University.
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From left Travis Cain (GCM), William Mainer (BCA)
and Jacob Kingsmill (GCM). The three were cub
scouts together in the original photo (at right) and
stopped by The Baytown Sun to recreate the photo
since their recent graduations.

2020 photo by
Carol Skewes
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REUNION,

THEN AND NOW

By Michael Pineda

It was over 10 years ago that three young
cub scouts were on a field trip to The
Baytown Sun. Living in the moment Travis
Cain, William Mainer and Jacob Kingsmill
hammed it up for the camera and moved
on with their lives. But in the coming years,
they remained friends. Eventually, Cain and
Kingsmill graduated from Goose Creek
Memorial and Mainer earned his degree from
Baytown Christian Academy. And they all
stayed friends.
To mark graduation, the three recreated
that picture at The Sun and took additional
pictures at Umbrella Alley, celebrating their
achievement while being able to remember
the past.
I was in cub scouts from first or second
grand and left in sixth grade,” Cain said. “My
favorite part was hanging out with friends and
earning badges.
“If I would have never joined cub scouts, I
would never have met them and become such
good friends.”
Mainer stuck with scouts, going on to earn
his Eagle Scout. As the others moved on, they
kept in touch despite not all attending the
same school.
“We just have the same interest, we just
really meshed well together,” he said. “We
played a lot of video games and we just kind
of stuck together.”
Kingsmill remembered the adventures,
taking fun trips, camping trips and just
hanging out.
“Travis and I went to school together and
for a long time and met William in scouts,”
he said. “From that point on, the three of just
clicked and we got along and still get along.
“I don’t think we would have been as
close without scouts. It contributed to our
friendship being as strong as it is now.”
From playing video games, texting and
going out to eat, the friendship has stood the
test of time. And what may have seemed silly
at the time has become one of those special
moments tucked away in time.
“We had actually forgotten about the
picture,” Kingsmill said. “We looked back on
it after a while and wondered why we did it.
We felt embarrassed but at the same time, we
had fun recreating the picture. When we took
it again, we were kind of wondering why we

Cain is studying
Special Education at
Lee College and plans
to attend University of
Houston Clear Lake.
Mainer aspires to be
a personal trainer. He
followed through with
scouting to become an
Eagle Scout.

did that, but it was a lot of fun.”
It did take a gentle nudge to recreate the
picture, however.
“Our parents wanted it,” Mainer said. “It
was great recreating something from so long
ago with lifelong friends.”
The picture was also an opportunity to hang
out which had been few and far between. In
addition to life’s duties and obligations, there
was health concerns to be observed.
“I have not been able to hang out with them
in so long because of the pandemic,” Cain
said. “After we took the photo, we went to

Kingsmill
is currently
studying
audio
recording at
Lee College.

Texas Avenue in Umbrella Alley in caps and
gowns for photos.”
Since graduation the three former cub
scouts have begun the next step of their life’s
journey. Cain is studying special education at
Lee College with plans to attend the University
of Houston Clear Lake. Mainer aspires to be
a personal trainer and Kingsmill is studying
audio recording at Lee College.
“We have some common interests and
when we hang out together, we know how
to have a good time,” Cain said. “They are
basically like the brothers I never had.”
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AUTHOR
PENS
glenn blak e HOMETOWN
STORIES
and the Lost

the Old

Collected Stories

GLENN BLAKE
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By Eleska Aubespin

It was an extremely late night call that almost threw Glenn Blake
into a feeling of panic. At nearly one o’clock, what news could be so
important?
So with hesitation, Blake picked up his cell phone and heard a female
voice on the other end.
“Mr. Blake…”
The woman, who represented the Texas Institute of Letters, a
distinguished honor society for Texas literature and achievement,
rattled off a list of Texas names. Blake was asked if he knew their
importance.
“She asked me what do all these names have in common,” Blake
said. “And I told her they were all Texas writers.”
Those names were people who had been inducted into the Texas
Institute of Letters. Blake then learned that he would be among 19
new honorees being inducted in 2020.
The TIL’s membership consists of the state’s most respected
writers—including winners of the Pulitzer Prize, National Book
Award, PEN/Faulkner Award, Academy Award, Americas Award,
International Latino Book Award, and the MacArthur “Genius”
Grant. Membership is based on ongoing and exceptional literary
accomplishment, according to the society’s website.
“It knocked the wind out of me and I wept,” Blake said. “I told my
wife that it was like receiving a lifetime achievement award.”
COVID-19 changed plans for inductees to receive their recognition
in person, so the ceremony was held virtually in March.
What has gotten Blake the honor – and many more honors - is
his uncanny ability to describe his beloved Southeast Texas, and in
particular, his birthplace of Baytown. All of the stories and scenes are
set around the bayous, bays, and other landmarks of the area.
During his TIL induction ceremony, Blake read the opening chapter
of his upcoming novel, “Deguello,” scheduled to be released soon. It
begins at the San Jacinto Battleground and takes place at Brownwood,
where homes in the subdivision are 100 yards into the bay.
The new novel, in its fourth draft, will be an extension of his short
story “Deguello,” originally included in his published 2016 collection
of short stories called “the Old and the Lost.”
The inspiration to write came from his experiences in Baytown,
urged by teachers at Ross S. Sterling High School and professors at
Lee College. He graduated from Sterling in 1974 and from Lee in
1976.
Blake jokes that underneath his high school yearbook photo the
word “prison” should have been typed for his future.
“When I was a disruption, they stuck us all in this class,” Blake said.
“We were the five bad boys.”
A Sterling teacher charged with monitoring that class often made
the boys read Shakespeare and memorize sections, and an appreciation
for the arts began.
Blake has since taught at Rice University, the University of Houston,
and Johns Hopkins University. He is currently a senior editor at
Boulevard magazine.
Published works include “Drowned Moon, “Return Fire,” and “the

Old and the Lost.” His short stories have appeared in American Short
Fiction, Boulevard, Southwest Review, The Hopkins Review, Gulf
Coast, and other publications.
Along the way, Blake has inspired other future writers. He often tells
of his commitment and encourages others never to give up.
“What I did every Thursday night was go to Kinkos and make a
copy of that collection of stories (Drowned Moon) and FedEx it to
Harper and Row (publishing house) in New York in hopes that they
would publish it,” Blake said. “The next week I did the same thing and
continued to do that for 13 years before that book was accepted for
publication. I decided that they weren’t going to reject me. I wasn’t
going to give up.”
Blake told his students that after 11 years, it felt like he was trying to
throw a manhole cover by constantly sending his writings for approval.
But he persisted.
“Then I got a call from an editor who saw my short stories in
magazines and now this guy wants to see my book,” he said.
Prior to that, Blake had decorated his study in rejection letters.
“Well, I tell the story because if you were taking my class in creative
writing or screen plays and you thought you were going to quickly
create the next hot movie, that ain’t gonna happen,” Blake said. “It
will take a long time to happen and you have to ask if they have the
commitment to do this.”
Blake has not only had commitment, but has been re-energized by
his recent induction into the Texas Institute of Letters. Being among
the best Texas writers has encouraged him to stay on his path.
“What it did was invigorate me,” Blake said. I just want to write.”
And what he wants to continue writing about is what he knows best
– Southeast Texas and Baytown.
“I love Baytown so much and Lee College so much because it made
me who I am, and I hope that I’m singing the songs of the people who
grew up in that community,” he said. “I tell students that you write
about what you know and that’s where I’m from.”
That’s why readers find references to Sterling high school, Decker
Drive, and Kilgore Road, among other places.
In one short story, “The Bottom,” the scene is on Highway 146
where a young boy who works at a lonely gas station tries to play a
practical joke on someone and it goes terribly wrong.
Some of Blake’s short stories, including “The Bottom,” were made
into short feature films.
Growing up, Blake started out as a poet but “I was the worst on the
planet,” he joked. “So I started writing stories and they were terrible
at first.
“My father, Bill Blake would say, ‘How bad do you want it? Then
shut up and don’t let anybody stop you.’”
Today, Blake still writes his short stories and novels by hand, in
pencil and on a legal pad. And, he always writes several drafts before
a final one is submitted.
“I always wanted to do this,” said Blake, who currently lives in
Clarksdale, Md.
“My dream is to move back to Baytown, teach at Lee College, and
continue to write.”
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SUPER SHEROE

SCAVENGER HUNT DRAWS 9 TEAMS

Alice and Grayson Jauregui celebrate the securing of one of the Super Sheroe Scavenger Hunt
items during the Nov. 14 event held by the City of Baytown.
Submitted photo
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By Alan Dale

Everyone can use a Super Sheroe in their lives
once in a while.
So, the City of Baytown Parks and Recreation
department decided to get together on Nov. 14 at
the Baytown Wetlands Center to kickoff another
Super Sheroe Scavenger Hunt to help local youths
find something fun to do in an age of a pandemic.
A total of 31 entrants participated.
“We ended up with nine teams,” Shontele Williams,
recreation specialist for the city of Baytown, said.
“Half of the teams were from Baytown and were
unaware of the Baytown landmarks or never visited
them. We had one family whose father grew up in
Baytown. The kids and wife were excited to see the
history of the community their father was a part of.
Now they will make a family day to come back an
explore more with the father teaching him what they
learned.”
Williams said that another family learning the
importance of sharing with stranger with gift giving
and sharing.
“They were in tears when they shared an “I love
Baytown – an image of a red heart - button they
picked up as a task, at Brunson theater, with a man
who was walking past. He was so grateful for the
experience.”
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the city changed
up a few things this year as this edition was a photo
scavenger Hunt where participants took photos
either at certain locations or doing certain things.
Every team received a essentials bag that includedan acts of kindness task book, essential needed for
task, and a PARD Buddy to text or call for questions
or clues.
“Every team received a must complete, 11-task in
their book and in no specific order,” Williams said.
“At least two people had to be in every photo. Every
act had to be documented in order to receive credit.
All essentials are in the Super Sheroe bag- to use in
photos. Everyone had a PARD Buddy to text for
help and the entire team had to cross the finish line
at the same time.”
The race ended at Texas Roadhouse where each
team member received a $10 gift card and free kids
meals. Most teams stayed and enjoyed a family meal
seated with their own family.

“We know that celebrations are still importanteven in a pandemic,” Williams said. “With in-person
events postponed, and many schools staying closed
for the rest of the school year, you can feel like
cancelling all celebrations. Celebrations are needed
now more than ever to lift up spirits and give hope
for a brighter tomorrow.
“We reached out to the community to see if they
would attend and try our best to offer events is the
safest way possible for the community and staff.
As a mother and recreation specialist, I’ve learned
that children who spend time with their families
participating in activities together build a positive
sense of self-worth. When children feel that they
are valued by their families, they feel more positive
about themselves.”
Every team received a commemorative metal that
read “Baytown Super Sheroe Scavenger Hunt 2020,”
with the team name engraved on the back.
All teams received a goody bag with information
on Baytown visitor spots, filled with Baytown
Farmers Market swag, and future opportunities to
continue acts of kindness and paying it forward.
They also got a ‘What a Guy’ hero cape.
Other prizes included four one-day passes to
Pirates Bay, a birthday party at the Wetlands Center,
a season pass to the Nature Center, $25 HEB Gift
Card and Wonder Woman coffee pot, Super Sheroe
1000-piece puzzle, Sheroe sock set and Sheroe lunch
kit.”
Parents and kids in attendance were looking
forward to the day.
“They are doing a good job keeping the kids
involved,” Baytonian Arin Flores said while out with
his wife and two kids as they awaited the start of the
hunt. “There are a lot of landmarks here in Baytown
– I don’t know exactly what it’s going to be – and I
look forward taking pictures with my kids.”
Lucas Findlay, 10, a student at Barbers Hill South
middle school, as been a participant in past scavenger
hunts and is willing to brave some of the challenges.
“It’s really fun – I had fun last year doing it and
I will have fun doing it this year,” Findlay said. “In
the car ride, I get car sick easily. I don’t like riding
around in the city but I am doing it because it’s fun.
This is worth it. I don’t have to sit in my room and
do nothing all day.
“Last year we got four tickets to Pirates Bay.”
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Teams Amazing
4, Dyno Mite!
and Team Flo,
hang out at the
Scavenger Hunt
finish line with
some restaurant
staff at the Texas
Roadhouse where
everyone took
in a lunch at
the end of the
day.
Submitted
photo
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SCAVENGER HUNT
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We’re here
to serve you

PH: (281) 576-0555

10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

We’re here

to support our community

PH: (281) 576-0555

10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521
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KATIE B’S
QUILT SHOP
COUPLE OPENS MONT BELVIEU BUSINESS

COUPLE OPENS MONT BELVIEU BUSINESS

Kaye
Shelton,
owner of
Katie B’s
Quilt Shop
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By Alan Dale

With the COVID-19 pandemic sending many people seeking refuge
in the safety of their homes, hobbies like quilting are becoming a big
deal to many.
In order to appease that need, Kaye Shelton stepped up and brought
Katie B’s Quilt Shop to Mont Belvieu and during the heights of the
pandemic no less.
However, fortunately, Shelton and her husband Ricky have made it
work and the business has become a staple of the local home hobby
business.
Located at 13631 Eagle Drive, Katie B’s is run by Shelton who also
happens to be quite the busy bee herself as she is also a professor of
leadership and readership classes in the doctoral program at Lamar
University while her husband Ricky is the energy manager of Barbers
Hill ISD.
“A lot of people don’t like to buy the fabric online because they
want to see it and touch it,” Kaye said. “So, my husband and I moved
here to Mont Belvieu in 2011 and we are going to retire here and we
decided to open the shop as plans for retirement.”
The Sheltons decided to open on April 7 and lo and behold, here
came COVID-19. Chambers County’s shut down pushed the open
back April 17.
“The county judge considered us essential for fabrics for masks and
we’ve been open ever since,” Shelton said. “Now it’s not so much
COVID related – in the beginning it was all related. April and May it
was all new sewers buying fabric, making masks and putting them out
for sale.
“It really saved my little business. I started working on this little
initiative last year and by February, I had fabric in my garage. At the

Ricky and Kaye Shelton

end of March, I had invoices that were coming due in April because
I couldn’t buy that much fabric. So, I knew I had to open up or close
before I ever got to open.”
Jane Ott, President of the Baytown Area Quilt Guild, noted that
quilting’s popularity has made the shop very popular in the area
considering the closest such shops are located in La Porte, Houston
or Beaumont to name a few.
“They are not only offering fabric, notions and sewing machines, it
offers a wide variety of classes with knowledgeable instructors,” Ott
said. “There is a Tuesday sit and sew, a Friday night sew down and
even a barn quilt painting class. Something for everyone.
“It is a warm, friendly relaxed atmosphere at Katie B’s. Not only
serving Baytown and Mont Belvieu, customers also come from
Dayton, Anahuac, Crosby, Highlands, Channelview and Liberty. There
is not another shop on this side of the Hartman bridge that can serve
local quilting needs.”
Kaye said they ultimately had to create a Wednesday sit and sew
group due to the popularity.

“They just bring their machines, sew and get to know each other,”
Kaye said. “The other days, we have classes where you can learn
different skills under teachers. Most of our classes are full and I think
part of it was people were so desperate for community.”
The store makes sure that all social distancing protocols are followed
within the classes – with mask-wearing optional for the attendees while the Sheltons wear a mask in the shop.
“I think sewing overall is a national thing,” Kaye said. “Everybody
wants a showing machine. Even the little cheap ones.”
They also sell Baby Lock sewing machines and Kaye said that the
company is backed up with orders.
The irony is that Kaye Shelton just picked this art up two years ago,
having been more into crochet and her research for her work at Lamar
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which included a lot of travel to all points of the map.
“I started and I just got hooked,” Kaye said. “I never started a
business before. I just saw a need that needed filling and I thought it
would be fun. We just wanted to develop some kind of community.
“Quilters want quilter fabric – the 100 percent, well-woven cotton
you can’t typically get to Wal Mart.”
The store’s regular hours include opening at 10 a.m. Tuesday through
Saturday with closing times varying from 6 p.m. Tuesdays, to 5 p.m.
Wednesdays and Thursdays, 4 p.m. Fridays and 3 p.m. on Saturdays.
For more information contact Katie B’s Quilt Shop at 346-567-4040
or visit
https://www.facebook.com/katiebsquiltshop or https://www.
katiebsquiltshop.com/

Kaye
Shelton,
owner of
Katie B’s
Quilt Shop
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BAYTOWN LITTLE

THEATER

NEW YEAR’S SHOW

‘SPOOF’ OF SHAKESPEARE
By Mark Fleming

Start of your new year with a quick cultural
refresher course as Baytown Little Theater presents
“The Complete Works of Williams Shakespeare
(Abridged)” New Year’s Eve and Jan. 2-10.
Rebecca Lloyd and Sylvia Wadzinski are directing
the comic mish-mash of all of Shakespeare’s plays
in one frantic 90-minute whirlwind.
“The whole thing is just a spoof of
Shakespeare,” Wadzinski said. “They took all his
plays—there’s a cooking show, there’s a football
game, there’s quite a few death scenes and they’re
all just hodge-podged together, then the whole
second act is dedicated to Hamlet.”
All roles are played by three actors: Lyle Tate,
Emily Thornton and Jim Wadzinski.
Other crew members are Kevin Peterman,
production manager; Gary Smith, lights; Bill
Thornton, sound; Beth Darby and Leslie Williams,
props; Sam Gorashko, costumes; and Toni Brock,
makeup. Backstage crew is Nohelia Cantu, Sarah
Davidson and Abigail Vernier.
The New Year’s Eve Gala and special
performance is at 8 p.m. at the home of R. D.
Burnside. Tickets are $100 each, which includes a
meal catered by Red Lobster, the play performance
and a celebratory toast of the new year. Robin
McDougald and Samuel Gorashko are coordinating
the gala. Seating is very limited.
Additional performances include only the play
and will be held at the theater, 2 E. Texas Ave. They
are at 8 p.m. Jan. 2, 8 and 9 and at 2:30 p.m. Jan. 3
and 10. Those shows are the usual ticket price of
$20. This special show is not included in season
tickets.
Tickets are available at www.baytownlittletheater.
org or by calling 281-424-7617.
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CHRISTMAS COMPASSION
By Michael Pineda

When Danny Phillips took up the youth minister job
with Old River Baptist, he brought a tradition of giving at
Christmas that has had an indelible impact.
For the third year in a row, the youth are taking donations
of toys that will be handed out to youth in need. Phillips
brought the tradition of giving from his prior job, youth
minister at First Baptist Church in Baytown.
“First Baptist always did the Christmas Store,” Phillips
said. “They want and bought a bunch of toys and people
from the community would come in and get a toy. There was
always something a bunch of toys left, and they would take
them to Mexico and give them away.”
Phillips approached Robin Cunningham, the First Baptist
Academy Principal and Preschool Ministries Leader about
the leftover toys. He asked about keeping the toys in the

community with plenty of children in need locally and
Cunningham, with whom he has a close relationship, agreed.
On the first giveaway, a trailer of toys was loaded up and
taken to Galveston to serve its homeless population. The
next year, Phillips and the First Baptist Youth Group helped
Baytown kids to a Merry Christmas.
“We loaded up the back of the truck, pulled into apartment
complexes and handed it out to the first kids who showed
up,” he said. “It was a way I thought the church could help
the community. I am a lifetime Baytown boy and wanted to
see what I could do for our community.”
The lifetime Baytown boy decided to shake it up over three
years ago and accepted a position at Old River Baptist in
Mont Belvieu. He took that desire to help the community
with a toy drive. Phillips called First Baptist and Cunningham
and asked if he could continue to fill the local need with the
handing out of leftover toys. First Baptist signed off and Old

Building Design & Planning

• Civil/Structural
Design

Working from home?
Recognizing an
employee?

• Building Design
• Residential
• Commercial
• Land Planning
& Development

12605 IH-10 East • (Exit FM 3180)

281-385-1200

www.carnesengineering.com
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OLD RIVER YOUTH GROUP
SPREADING HOLIDAY CHEER
River Baptist youth began handing out toys in Mont Belvieu.
The apartment complex Phillips and the youth visited has
been torn down and this year there are plans to deliver toys
donated by Old River Baptist to Baytown kids.
“This will be the first time we have collected toys at Old
River,” Phillips said. “We will put tote bags out and ask
people if they can pick up a new toy and put it in a tote. The
week before Christmas we will hand them out.”
Phillips said toys will be wrapped and kids will have the
option of opening the gift then or put it under the tree.
There is also a gift to be
“I bet we have handed out 100 Bibles,” Phillips said. “Last
year we returned to the apartments and handed out toys. We
had handed out a stuffed animal and a lady said, ‘I still have
the bible you handed out last year on the end table.”
The Old River Baptist Youth Group typically numbers 100
but with the onset of COVID-19, the average had dropped

`

in the 70 to 80 range. Phillips said the toy giveaway serves as
a teaching tool as they learn about life and love.
“One of the things that blows them away, it teaches them
what they take for granted,” Phillips said. “It will blow some
kids away how excited someone will get over a new soccer
ball. They may get everything they ask for on Christmas and
for my kids it is a wonderful opportunity.”
Phillips pointed out often it doesn’t help the people who
get the toys as much as it helps his youth group. He said it
helps the kids realize how blessed they are and how much
they have compared to others.
“Many have said this is the only Christmas they will have,”
he said. “I think this year could be one of the most important
Christmases we have. A lot of folks may have had Christmas
last year and won’t be able to this year. At least for some, it
could be in doubt.”

CALL TODAY TO LEARN ABOUT SPECIAL SAVINGS!
Offering independent living
cottages and apartments,
single-story assisted living
homes, specialty memory care,
and a host of amenities and
services, enjoy relaxed luxury at
our resort-style community.
independent living
assisted living | memory care

BY ABBY SENIOR LIVING

825 Hunt Road | Baytown, TX
832-572-5619
LodgeAtPineCreek.com

©2020 Abby Senior Living.
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YOUNG NURSE NAVIGATES
By Eleska Aubespin
I’m so proud of my daughter, Benaya.
She is on the frontlines of the COVID-19
pandemic as a certified nursing assistant.
Working in the emergency room at a
Houston hospital, she is often among the
first to handle patients who have arrived
suffering from COVID symptoms.
Benaya also helps to provide medical Eleska Aubespin
care for the COVID patients that remain
there.
Many of you may remember her from my musings as a mother of
three daughters. Often, I was writing a column about my children
when I worked at The Baytown Sun as a reporter between 2011 and
2014.
Columns discussed everything from Layla (middle daughter)
bringing unwanted insects and wildlife inside my home to dropping
off a once stay-at-home child (Amara, the youngest) to her first day
at school.
The poor girl wouldn’t even get out of my car and cried all the way
to the daycare’s front door. But, I had started back at work and my
stay-at-home mom days were officially over.
A particular column about Benaya, my oldest, dealt with driving
lessons we endured when she turned 17. I taught, and she learned.
Eventually, she ventured out into the real world with a new driver’s
license and newfound freedom.
Since then, Benaya graduated from Lee College, moved out into her
own apartment, and enrolled in nursing school at Sam Houston State
University. Also, she worked at area nursing homes and hospitals.
She is such a hard worker and very empathetic, caring about every
patient who comes into contact with her.
That’s why I’m bragging. Frankly, I’m proud of all three daughters.
But Benaya – and millions of others who are sick, tired but
devoted to the frontlines of COVID – get special attention in this
particular column. Those folks include medical personnel, teachers,
store employees, plant workers, food handlers, and anyone else who
is essential.
During this emotional, difficult rollercoaster ride the world is
experiencing amid an unprecedented health crisis, amazing people
have held steadfast to their calling to help in often agonizing and
heartbreaking situations. They have an unwavering commitment.
I asked Benaya, 23, if she had changed her mind about becoming
a nurse after seeing patients stabbed, shot, beaten, or injured for
whatever reason.
She replied, “No I wouldn’t change my career path for anything. To
come into work and know that we have potentially saved lives is an
unimaginable feeling. The fact that our team is the reason that patients
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can return home to their families makes this career worth it.”
Even in the midst of COVID?
“Especially now,” she added.
Sadly, not everyone has survived this vicious disease. COVID has
taken the lives of over 280,000 people and counting in the United States
since March.
And it hurts.
Recently, an Oklahoma hospital ICU nurse talked about the
devastation of not only caring for others, but also losing her own mom
and husband within three days of each other in November.
There’s also the physician who used his cell phone to give a bird’s eye
view of what a patient sees in his last dying moments. It would likely be
a medical worker outfitted in personal protection equipment bending
over him. No friends. No family.

At a Houston hospital, Benaya Hill and her two colleagues,
Elizabeth Jones and Andre Tezeno, find a few minutes to
encourage each other. COVID-19 cases in the Houston area
and United States are breaking records as medical staffs face
uphill challenges.

LIFE DURING PANDEMIC
That doctor pleaded with people to wear masks and keep social
distance to lessen the risk of spread.
A sobering photograph highlighted emotions as a medical worker
hugged a crying, elderly man sick with COVID. The patient
missed his wife and wanted to go home.
I’m proud of all of these people, giving of themselves at a time
when every ounce of passion and dedication is required.
Just a few weeks ago, Benaya emailed me a photo that lifted my
heart. There she stood with two of her colleagues, Liz and Andre,
all dressed in medical scrubs, head caps and masks.
Knowing that she risks her own health as she cares for COVID

patients, I am always concerned as a mother and often remind
Benaya to take care of herself.
I was happy about the photo because they were smiling. They
were keeping a positive attitude despite frustrations and heartaches.
They showed that many stories can have happy endings too.
Lots of sick people can become well and walk out of the hospital
to return to their loved ones.
That’s why I’m so proud of my daughter.
She, like others, makes a difference every day.
Eleska Aubespin is a teacher at Ross S. Sterling High School
and former reporter at The Sun.

CHRISTMAS ON TEXAS AVENUE WINNERS
VENDOR BEST DRESSED
BOOTH

WHO DROVE THE
FARTHEST?

1. Bath Booze - $100
2. Texas Chicas - $75
3. Tie....C & L Designs &
Pretty thoughts $25 each

Isabelle DeLoach from Odessa Texas
- Full length mirror
donated by RQ’s Furniture

RAFFLE

1900-1999 WINNER
Joe St. Julian - 1938 Chevy coupe - Received
Blue 32oz engraved tumbler and leather kit
donated by The Detail Spot.
RUNNER UP
Tonya Bryant - 1950 Chevy 3100 Truck Received car cleaning Kit
donated by The Detail Spot.
2000 2020 WINNER
Joey Martinez - 2004 Ford
40th Anniversary Mustang GT
- Received Red 32oz engraved tumbler

1. Brandon Altillo - Yeti Cooler
2. Yesi - Air buds
Consolation prizes to:
Russ Knoebel - Donation from Wazabi $25 gift card
Joseph Olivares - Donation from Wazabi $25 gift card
Rob Brady - Coat Rack donated by
RQ’s Furniture
Joe Grube - Donation from Foodtown $25 gift card
Claudia Pacheco - Donation from
Foodtown - $25 gift card
Tammy Russell - Donation from Foodtown
- $25 gift card

POP QUESTION WINNERS
Several volunteers answered questions by
the MC and received gift cards.
3 - $25 gift cards from Wazabi
1 - $25 gift card from Foodtown

CAR SHOW

MAYOR’S CHOICE

Jesus Fauela Jr. “Chuy” - 1938 Cadillac
Coupe Deville - Received Black 32oz
engraved tumbler, Deluxe car cleaning kit
donated by The Detail Spot.
Mayor’s Choice plaque donated by Awards
and Engraving.
Photo donated by Reece Photography.

THANK YOU TO ALL
SPONSORS WHO MADE
THE 2020 CHRISTMAS ON
TEXAS AVENUE POSSIBLE:
Petsmart
Waste Management
Baytown Communications
Foodtown
Exxon Mobil
Anchor Printing
John’s Trim Shop
RQ’s Furniture
City of Baytown Parks and Recreation
The Detail Spot
The Baytown Sun
Men on a Mission Foundation
Wazabi Sushi
Del Mont Properties
Awards and Engraving
Victoria Reece Photography
Blue Ribbon Pharmacy
Praise Christian Center
Acceptance Insurance
BridgeMoor
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Christmas
Arts, Cultural &
Entertainment
District President
Yvonne S. Thomas
DMD with Sally and
David Black

Carolyn Parrish,
owner of Designs
by Carolyn

Samantha Visor,
Exquisite Design

Cadence Wanza, 4, with
Oliver the Watusi and rodeo
legend Vincent Browning

Jr. and Sherry Perez of Texas Gulf Coast
Soap Company

Stilt Walkers
Auhnica Mathis,
4, and her mother
Tamara Mathis with
Dad Bennie Mathis

Briceida Alcaraz, Norwex Independent
Consultant

Jonathan Atkinson, 12, with
Oliver the Watusi and rodeo
legend Vincent Browning

Jennifer and Juliana
Sorrells read The
Baytown Sun
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Maricela Lopez and Janel Reyes of PLOP

Bea Sims and LaTasha R. Earls of Sweet
Granny Bea’s Bakery

on Texas Avenue
Teresa Nieto and Cynthia Puente of Heart
& Whisk Bakery

Art Gallery Member Laura Craig and Art
Gallery Director Kimberly Cross

Davan Brown, April Green and Chloe
Simmons of Big Splash Tub Treats

City of Baytown’s Kevin Troller introduced
Christmas on Texas Avenue 10 a.m.
Saturday, December 5 at Town Square.

Mrs. Lathon, owner of The Fabric
Beautique

The car show was a
big hit, as always.
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Texas Farm Bureau

Robin Howey, Lisa Wise Wallace, Suzanne Mitcham and Darlene
Stalbaum

Peachy Queen Childrens’ Boutique
Elyse Cho and Kelly Dando
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Hillside Church of Mont Belvieu

Deana Trice, Sherri Leavins, Adela Anderson, Blanca Patoka, Tammy Stewart, Crystal Butler,
Janet Woodard and Candace Townsend

Texas First Bank Chambers County

Ginger Hutter, Alessa Bera, Whitley Wood, Haley Hall, Naomi Vesey,
Rachael Schatz, Laura Schatz and Helen Forman

Bates Collision

photos by Patricia Wells

Tiger King Pattye Webb and
Tiger Leila Bates
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BAYTOWN CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE SERVICE

Past Chairman Roger Elswick presents current Chairman Stephen
DonCarlos with a service award for his first year as chairman of the
board for the Baytown Chamber of Commerce.
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The Baytown Chamber of Commerce
Committee Chair Governmental Affairs Award
goes to Rusty Senac,
presented by Chairman Stephen DonCarlos

AWARDS

Chairman Stephen DonCarlos presents awards to Roger
Elswick, owner of Community Toyota - Honda - Kia,
Presenting Sponsor Golf Tournament and Chairman’s Gala

Chairman Stephen DonCarlos awards Holly Jackson
for her service as Committee Chair Epicurean Evening.
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BAYTOWN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

SERVICE AWARDS

Publisher Carol Skewes accepts the award presented
by Stephen DonCarlos for The Baytown Sun’s 30 year
Partners-in-Education Partnership with the Goose Creek
Consolidated ISD Public Relations Department.

Ambassador of the Year is Committee Chair Karla Opryshek.
Thank you Karla!

Committee Chair Crime Prevention & Safety Terry Sain is
awarded by Chairman Stephen DonCarlos.
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Meet Your
Realtor
GAY LYNN MILLIORN

Broker Associate & Top Producer®

M: 832-262-6828
P : 281-839-7889
gaylynn@yourtxhome.com
www.yourtxhome.com
1001 W. Baker Rd,
Baytown TX 77521

LaNelle McKay
Krisher-McKay Inc.
Realtors
1000 Massey Tompkins Rd.
Baytown, TX 77521
Cell:
713-254-0163
Office:
281-427-5444
mckay@krishermckay.com

LET’S TALK
SOLD!

Karla Opryshek
Broker/Associate
CRS, ABR, MRP, ASR,
NHS, MCNE
281-433-2281 | 4500 N. Main
kopryshek@cbunited.com

LaNelle McKay - Agent

Roxie Krisher Hippard
Krisher-McKay Inc.
Realtors
1000 Massey Tompkins Rd.
Baytown, TX 77521
Cell: 281-300-6824
Roxie@krishermckay.com
www.krishermckay.com

KENYA
FANUS
BROKER
832-483-0625
888-667-5579
Kenya@elite5starrealty.com
www.elite5starrealty.com
1209 Decker Dr. Suite 212
Baytown, Texas 77520

Roxie Krisher Hippard - Broker Associate

Buy, Sell, Rent, Invest

Janice Byerley
832-414-4229

jbyerley@cbunited.com

When you see something at an
independent store that costs a little more,
try to rememberthat most major online
retailers don’t buy ads in the local football
program,
Big box stores won’t donate prizes to your
silent auction and don’t have kids playing
little league in your community.
Small business owners DO and they offer
better customer service because they do it
face to face.
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OUTSMARTING
CANCER
in Baytown

SBY

HOUSTON METHODIST
CANCER CENTER

CE DAR BAYOU RD

D.

W. BAKER RD.
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From screenings and diagnosis to the most advanced treatments,
our leading cancer care is available in Baytown. And, you can be
confident that we are taking every necessary precaution to keep
you safe — so you can focus on healing, surviving and thriving.

CRO

TH R

Our nationally recognized specialists are
finding new ways to outsmart cancer.

GAR

10

Baytown
281.428.2273
houstonmethodist.org/cancer-baytown

