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FDA greenlights
virus therapy

for Houston Methodist patient

ExxonMobil
joins face masks 
initiative



Our providers are available to screen for the coronavirus via video visit.

Whether you are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms or want to avoid spreading or catching germs, our board-
certifi ed providers are here for you 24/7. Virtual Urgent Care is available to new and existing patients for your 
non-emergency, urgent care needs. Get the same trusted care you expect from Houston Methodist  — from the 
comfort of your own home. 

Virtual Urgent Care is available through the MyMethodist app. Download it today.

houstonmethodist.org/virtual-care

YOU CAN KEEP YOUR 
COUGH AT HOME
with Houston Methodist Virtual Urgent Care
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By Rod Evans
As we all navigate through one of the most unsettling and disruptive times 

in modern history, rest assured that the physicians, nurses, staff and researchers 
with Houston Methodist are doing everything they can to provide for the health 
and safety of patients and their families. 

The Houston Methodist Research Institute was formed to sharply decrease 
the time and cost involved in bringing promising new drugs and therapies from 
the laboratory to patients’ bedsides.

The Houston Methodist Academic Institute (HMAI) currently has more than 
800 active clinical trials, including several within the Infectious Diseases group. 
The HMAI is currently dedicating significant research resources to combating 
COVID-19, with several programs underway or planned, including:

•Last month’s potentially ground-breaking use of convalescent blood plasma 
from recovered COVID-19 patients to treat those who are critically ill (see FDA 
Approves First Plasma Therapy for Houston Methodist COVID-19 Patient)

•The use of the investigational drug Remdesivir for “compassionate use” 
in five Houston Methodist COVID-19 patients. The preliminary results have 
been encouraging, with two such treated patients becoming well enough to 
leave the hospital to continue their recovery at home. Houston Methodist is 

now participating in a full national clinical trial. 
•Development and testing of an RNA vaccine for COVID-19. The 

coronavirus that causes COVID-19 is made of RNA, and researchers are 
looking at RNA vaccines as a new class of therapeutics. This therapy could 
become a rapid response to the pandemic. 

•As a part of the Houston Methodist Engineering Medicine (EnMed) 
program, a partnership between Houston Methodist and Texas A&M University, 
EnMed students are investigating ways to build ventilators using the engineering 
concepts used for continuous positive airway pressure (CPAP) machines, as well 
as finding ways to make existing ventilators serve more patients. 

As with all Houston Methodist research efforts, private philanthropy helps 
to move solutions forward faster. Toward that end, the Infectious Diseases 
Research Fund was established to help support these and other research and 
clinical trials designed to combat infectious diseases such as COVID-19. 

To learn more about Houston Methodist research initiatives, visit 
houstonmethodist.org/research. If  you are interested in helping 
Houston Methodist meet the challenge of  COVID-19 and future 
infectious disease outbreaks, contact Myrna Baker, regional director, 
development, at 832-977-8162.

Houston Methodist Advances 
COVID-19 Research

By Rod Evans 
Houston Methodist garnered international headlines last month after 

receiving FDA approval to become the first academic medical center in the 
nation to transfuse donated plasma from a recovered COVID-19 patient into a 
critically ill patient. This treatment was fast-tracked to the bedside amid the rising 
death toll across the U.S. in the COVID-19 pandemic.

Houston Methodist physician scientists began recruiting blood plasma donors 
in March from among the approximately 250 patients who have tested positive 
for the COVID-19 virus at Houston Methodist hospitals. Willing donors were 
immediately identified, who each give a quart of blood plasma in a procedure 
much like donating whole blood.

Plasma from someone who has recovered from COVID-19 contains 
antibodies made by the immune system and used to kill the virus. Transfusing 
this antibody-rich plasma into a COVID-19 patient – a patient still fighting the 
virus - may transfer the power of the antibodies into a healing, possibly life-
saving therapy. 

The first recovered COVID-19 patient to donate plasma was an individual 
from the Houston metropolitan area who has been in good health for more 
than two weeks. The plasma was transfused into a COVID-19 patient on March 
28 at Houston Methodist Hospital.

Known as convalescent serum therapy, the concept dates back more than a 
century, when similar treatments were used during the Spanish flu pandemic of  
1918, a diphtheria outbreak in the 1920s, a flesh-eating bacteria epidemic in the 
1930s, and during other outbreaks of infectious diseases. 

While literature abounds on the theory that immunity can be transferred from 
a healthy individual to a sick individual using convalescent plasma, results have 
varied. A description of the treatment of five patients in China was published in 
March in the Journal of the American Medical Association, suggesting that the 
treatment was beneficial.

“There is so much to be learned about this disease while it’s occurring,” he 
said. “If an infusion of convalescent serum can help save the life of a critically 
ill patient, then applying the full resources of our blood bank, our expert faculty, 
and our academic medical center is incredibly worthwhile and important to do,” 
said Houston Methodist President and CEO Marc Boom.

Eric Salazar, M.D., Ph.D., principal investigator and a physician scientist in the 
Department of Pathology and Genomic Medicine at the Houston Methodist 
Hospital and Research Institute, said a review of COVID-19 patients’ charts 
indicates that nearly two-thirds of the patients may meet the criteria to donate 
plasma. Patients with critical underlying conditions and advanced age will not be 
eligible to donate.

Under FDA guidelines, Houston Methodist’s convalescent serum therapy 
treatment is classified as an emergency investigational new drug protocol 
(eIND) that requires FDA approval for each patient infused with donated 
convalescent serum. Houston Methodist physician scientists will seek additional 
FDA approval for follow-up studies, possibly a multicenter national trial on the 
effectiveness of convalescent serum therapy against the COVID-19 virus.

For more information and resources regarding COVID-19, visit the 
Coronavirus Resource Center at houstonmethodist.org.

FDA Approves First Plasma Therapy for 
Houston Methodist COVID-19 Patient
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The April issue of  Greater Baytown magazine is digital this 
month due to the coronavirus, which has changed everything 
around us, it seems. 

Our industrial partners are alive and strong, working to keep all 
work places safe and healthy, while some work from home and 
essential workers continue to go to work.

On the preceding page, read about Houston Methodist’s ground 
breaking research to combat COVID-19. The FDA has approved 
their First Plasma Therapy for a Houston Methodist COVID-19 
patient. Houston Methodist truly is leading medicine.

Mark Fleming writes on Cedar Port having their biggest year yet 
in 2019. See pages 5-11.

Matt Hollis writes about the Texas Oil and Gas Association’s 2020 Statewide Mobile 
Oilfield Learning Unit visiting students at Stephen F. Austin Elementary. See pages 
14-15.

Michael Pineda updates on ExxonMobil introducing girls to engineering. See pages 
16-17.

Preslie Cox of  Covestro writes about the plant’s recent educational programs and 
how their medical team is combating the current challenges. See pages 18-21.

For some light-hearted fun, find out about former Robert E. Lee coach Kathryn 
Wright in “Where are they now?” by Alan Dale. See pages 32-33.

Check out the photo pages from some not-so-long-ago celebrations in the 
community. Wash your hands, practice social distancing and stay well.

          Carol Skewes

Carol Skewes
Publisher

BAYTOWN
Greater

On thecover

Drone photos by 
TGS Cedar Port

The cover photo is 
Cedar Port looking 
east from over Cedar 
Bayou. Trinity Bay is in 
the background.



By Mark Fleming

Cedar Port Industrial Park, along Highway 99 in the southwest corner of  Chambers County, 
continues to grow as a major distribution center for both industrial and consumer goods—a role 
that’s become more visible as the nation addresses the COVID-19 crisis.

CEDAR PORT SETS
BEST YEAR IN 2019

Drone photo by 
TGS Cedar Port

One of two barge docks on 
Cedar Bayou at Cedar Port
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James Scott, president of  construction and maintenance for Cedar Port parent company Trans-
Global Solutions, said, “The response to COVID-19 shows that the infrastructure developments 
at Cedar Port are essential to the economy, and we look forward to maintaining this critical piece 
of  infrastructure operating to support the fight to defeat this virus and to assist in the recovery.

“The projects that we closed in 2019 will be a vital part of  the recovery as the warehouse, 
rail and transportation infrastructure will be utilized to transport and store materials utilized in 
households, pharmacies, grocery stores and hospitals.”

Drone photo by 
TGS Cedar Port

Rail car storage yard at Cedar Port 
with a capacity of 3,800 cars
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TGS provided rail services to Cedar Crossing—the development’s original name—for 15 years 
before purchasing it in 2014 and renaming it Cedar Port.

Since then, the growth of  the business park has accelerated, with 2019 as its most active year 
ever.

The year ended with more than 3 million square feet under development, including projects with 
Hunt Southwest, Avera, Black Creek and Clay Construction for warehousing and distribution.

Other warehousing development is underway by NIT Industrial, Harcros Chemical and W8 
Shipping.

7Greater Baytown - April 2020
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Cedar Port already has distribution centers for such household names as Walmart, Home Depot, 
Ikea and DHL, as well as industrial producers JSW Steel, Borusan Mannesmann, Ipsco and more.

True to its heart as a rail services company, TGS also added 1,400 railcar spots for a railcar 
storage capacity of  3,800 cars daily.

Railroad connections move plastics and petrochemical products both inbound and outbound, 
and Cedar Port also receives inbound limestone aggregates used in construction projects across 
the region.

Positioned just across the Houston Ship Channel from Port Houston’s Barbours Cut and 
Bayport container terminals and with two barge docks, Cedar Port is a crossroads for water, rail 
and truck distribution.

Drone photo by 
TGS Cedar Port

PBP and Avera distribution centers
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Already boasting strong highway connectivity, the completion of  the eastern segments of  
Highway 99 will make the park even more accessible to points east and north of  the Houston 
area.

While pipe maker Ipsco has announced layoffs related to the downturn in the upstream oil 
industry and other businesses at Cedar Port face the same uncertainty as the rest of  the economy, 
Scott said the future is bright.

“Despite the global vigilance to combat COVID-19, we believe that TGS Cedar Port Industrial 
Park is primed for growth in 2020 and beyond,” he said.

9Greater Baytown - April 2020

PBP and Avera distribution centers
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Drone photo by 
TGS Cedar Port
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Pro Citrus Network refrigerated 
warehouse under construction
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By Matt Hollis

The Texas Oil and Gas Association’s 2020 Statewide 
Mobile Oilfield Learning Unit Tour paid a visit to 
students at Stephen F. Austin Elementary, teaching 
them about the energy, technologies, and sciences 
involved with the oil and gas industry.

The MOLU consists of  a $1.2 million exhibit 
featuring six self-contained learning stations. Each 
station offers students curriculum-based, hands-on 
activities that teach science and technology in a fun 
way. 

The Oilfield Energy Center and TXOGA teamed to 
bring the units on a 10-week tour and are visiting 50 
schools in Texas. Stephen F. Austin was on the list. 

“These fifth-grade students have a really good 
understanding, but what is neat is the pre- and post-
test, so we can see what the hands-on experience 
provides,” Caroline Conte, TXOGA spokeswoman, 

said. “The measurable results are exciting. It really 
connects the dots for a lot of  students that are 
interested in (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) and know exactly what they wanted to 
do. It is exciting to see the number of  students that 
come out of  this and want to engineer.”

At Station 1, students learn the most important 
aspect of  the oil and gas industry – safety. 

“It is the No. 1 priority,” Conte said. 
Students also learn about what are the most 

dangerous places at your house and why. This can be 
in the bathroom, the kitchen or the stairway. A set of  
instructions listed at the station tells the student they 
have to place colored pegs in a hole as specified within 
a certain amount of  time. This way, students can find 
out if  they are cut out to be an engineer by seeing how 
well they follow instructions.

The stations also had information on the history of  
the oil industry. Students learned about history, such 

MOBILE UNIT 
TEACHES STUDENTS 

IMPORTANCE OF OIL, GAS 

Eduardo Banuelos and 
Gael Garcia
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as Spindletop, which happened in Beaumont, 
Texas. 

The fifth graders also took a personality 
test to see if  a career in the oil and gas 
industry might interest them. The test told 
them whether they are realistic, investigative, 
artistic, social, enterprising, or conventional.

Station 2 taught the students about the 
sedimentation process, porosity, and can take 
a closer look at microorganisms through a 
microscope. 

At Station 3, students can play the 
Seismology Game, where they find out about 
how sound waves are used to find oil and gas 
underground. One facet of  the station was a 
robotic arm that could grasp foam balls and 
place them into a basketball hoop. 

Students also put on 3-D glasses to look 
at a stereoscopic map to see formations on 
land and under the sea. 

At Station 4, students can take a close-up 
look at drill bits and core samples. 

Students can learn about the process of  
fractional distillation at Station 5. They also 
learn how a gallon of  cologne would cost 
$3,840 compared to $3 gallon of  gasoline. 

At the last unit, Station 6, students can 
compare the sizes and water depths of  
offshore facilities, and how thick is oil. 
Students can also find out how hot their 
hand is by placing them on a pad that turns 
different colors depending on the heat.

Texas Land Commissioner George P. Bush 
met with students that learned from the 
mobile unit in Port Arthur. 

“As a former teacher, I understand the 
benefits that hands-on learning experiences 
provide, and you need only to look to the 
eyes of  these children for confirmation 
as they light up, fully engaged in an 
unforgettable, immersive experience.” 

Top right: Xitlali Treviño and 
Kayla Gallow

At right front: Evelyn Kipe and 
behind her Rachel Currie

15Greater Baytown - April 2020
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By Michael Pineda
 
ExxonMobil takes advantage of  its opportunity to serve the public in many 

ways. 
One of  the most interesting and popular programs on the education front is 

Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day. 
The event provides students with a unique opportunity to interact with 

successful women who work in engineering, math and science and provide 
a sneak peek – through fun activities – into everyday problem-solving work. 
With U.S. jobs growing most rapidly in areas that require science, technology, 
engineering and math knowledge and skills, the goal of  the program is to 
promote curiosity among female middle school students and ultimately shrink 
the gender gap in STEM fields.

The program has taken place for over 10 years and most recently hosted 
students from Cedar Bayou and Baytown Junior schools along with Barbers Hill 
North and South Junior High schools. 

Eager young students filled an auditorium for a program that included hands-
on experiments designed to introduce them to different forms of  engineering. 
Over 180 students were expected for the program that began with Tara 
Shandro, ExxonMobil Baytown Area Projects Manager, sharing her personal 
experience in engineering.

Shandro grew up in Rural Alberta in a town of  less than 5,000 and was the 
first to attend post-secondary education. 

Shandro explained what engineering was not, and what it was. She explained 
it was solving problems, being creative, developing new techniques and meeting 
new challenges. Amongst everything else, engineering is about having fun. 

One thing she explained and what those participating would find out during 
the day is engineering is broad. And it has opened new worlds for Shandro, who 
displayed a map of  the places she has visited throughout her career. 

“The number one career transferred from parents to their kids is 
engineering,” she added. 

Shandro also gave something for those in attendance to chew on mentally 
when she pointed out folks who have participated in Introduce a Girl to 
Engineering Day have come back 10 years later to work at ExxonMobil. 

The girls were split into four groups working at different stations. The 
stations were designed for the kids to have fun while getting a glimpse into the 
world of  engineering. 

One station was based on making bath bombs and learning about chemical 
engineering. Students used items normally found in a house such as baby oil and 
baking soda. In another station, the Museum of  Natural Science sent a speaker 
for a presentation. 

A third station taught students how to make slime in different colors. A final 
station gave students the opportunity to build a boat and test it out. Boats were 
made with tin foil and popsicle sticks. They were also adorned with small flags. 
Not only were the boats tested for their ability to float, they were weighted 
down to test how solidly they were built.

EXXONMOBIL GIRLS 
ENGINEERING DAY

Kimberly Ruiz, left, and Lexi McAdams of Baytown 
Junior School go over plans for a boat that was one 
of the stations in the Introduce a Girl to Engineering 
Day hosted by ExxonMobil. 

Alondra Valladares, Lyndse Villegas and Alyssa 
Dickens from Baytown Junior School receive 
instructions on making a boat out of tinfoil. 
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ExxonMobil hosted Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day with a 
number of junior highs participating. From left, Gwen Watson 
from Barbers Hill South, Madison Contreras and Kailee 
Houseman from Baytown Junior School and Kassidy Griffith 
From Cedar Bayou Junior School.

Ana Guerrero, left and Jacklyn Moreno from 
Baytown Junior School enjoy some of the 
slime they made during Introduce a Girl to 
Engineering Day. 

ExxonMobil hosted girls from area junior high 
schools to Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day. 
The event included four stations, which included 
hands-on activities for the participants. Pictured 
from left, Avery Rivers, Yaritza Sanchez and 
Jolene LaPlante from Cedar Bayou Junior 
School.

Jolacia Mackyeon, Kieran Pikes, 
Fernanda Aguiniga, Sofia Salinas 
and Lizette Perez of Cedar Bayou 
Junior School show off a boat they 
engineered during Introduce a Girl to 
Engineering Day.

Baytown Sun photos by Michael Pineda

At each station, ExxonMobil engineers were on-hand to provide 
instruction and help guide students. 

According to the National Science Foundation while women 
represent almost 50 percent of  the workforce, they hold less 
than 20 percent of  engineering jobs. Providing skills training and 
encouragement to young women when they are making career 
decisions is one way to help combat the gender gap that currently 
exists in this critical profession.

Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day is one of  many efforts 
by ExxonMobil dedicated to attracting more young people, and 
particularly girls and underrepresented minorities, to STEM 
careers. 



18 Greater Baytown - April 2020

By Preslie Cox

Volunteers from Covestro hosted a mock career fair Friday, 
March 6 at the company’s Partner in Education school, James 
Bowie Elementary for fifth grade students.

Eight tables ranging from engineering to communications, 
to maintenance and operations were set up around the school’s 
gym and cafeteria for students to visit and learn more about. 
Employees at each table engaged with students and presented 
high-level information regarding their role at Covestro. The 
presentations were followed by a Q&A portion.

Events like these are important and a unique opportunity for 
young students to experience early on what it’s like to attend a 
career fair. It also gives students insight to different careers they 
may potentially be interested in pursuing later in life. 

Each group of  students came prepared with questions to 
ask employees and learned what they like most about their job, 
when they realized they wanted to pursue their career, what 
classes helped most to be successful in the field and even some 
challenges that come with their jobs.

Communications Specialist Preslie Cox said it was gratifying to 
see how excited and engaged the students were at each employee’s 
table.

“To see the excitement from each group was a rewarding 
experience and helps us look forward to future events of  this 
nature,” Cox said. “The students receiving information first-
hand from our employees was a great perspective and opens the 
door to opportunities for the students out of  high school and 
college. Inspiring imagination and innovation in young minds is 
a common theme in Covestro’s community outreach, which has 

COVESTRO HOSTS 
MOCK CAREER FAIR 

AT JAMES BOWIE ELEMENTARY
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a lasting and marked impact on countless 
lives.”

The classes left excited with new 
information about Covestro careers, as well 
as some great Covestro-branded giveaways.



COVESTRO SITE MEDICAL MANAGER: 
‘I’VE NEVER SEEN 

ANYTHING LIKE THIS’
By Preslie Cox

While many Covestro employees are working 
from home during the coronavirus pandemic, 
the site’s medical personnel have been working 
diligently since day one to ensure employees and 
contractors have everything they need to continue 
to work safely and stay healthy.
Covestro Nurse Practitioner and Site Medical 

Manager Rachelle Silverthorn-Cramer and her 
team have worked together each day to implement 
a variety of  measures at Covestro, making sure 
employees coming on-site are healthy and fit for 
work. As of  March 24, employees and contractors 
entering the site are required to stop for 
temperature checks. Anyone with a temperature 
of  100.4º or above is required to self-quarantine 
for 14 days. Employees who have been sick or in 
contact with anyone who has been sick are also 
asked to self-quarantine. 
The medical department has stopped all routine 

activities including physicals and testing, and has 
put their focus solely on the coronavirus and taking 
proper measures to keep employees protected.
“I’ve been on-call 24/7,” said Silverthorn-

Cramer. “We make sure everyone at the plant 
has everything they need to work safely, making 
sure there’s plenty of  hand sanitizer, disinfecting 
products and are disinfecting areas during and 
between shifts. We just ensure everyone on-
site is staying protected and are preventing 
contamination.  The safety and health of  our employees is the utmost importance.”
Employees are encouraged when they leave the site to avoid going anywhere unless they 

absolutely have to go out, in an effort to decrease the chance of  bringing contamination inside 
the plant.
Silverthorn-Cramer has 23 years in the medical field and was a nurse practitioner for 13 years. 

Prior to that, her background was in L1 trauma care, but she has never seen anything like the 
coronavirus in her career.
“I’ve never experienced a pandemic of  this level, especially not as a medical professional,” said 

Silverthorn-Cramer. “It’s an interesting virus because this can present at any stage. Sometimes 
it’s just a sore throat and a fever that just comes and goes.”
She said it is a difficult time because if  a person has been tested, there’s really no way to know 

because people don’t always run the high fever that comes with the virus. 
“So we just have to continue to take all the precautions we can,” said Silverthorn-Cramer. “We 

have to be conservative but it’s better to be safe than sorry.”
As the days and weeks ahead may look uncertain, Silverthorn-Cramer and her team will stand 

ready on the frontlines of  the pandemic and ensure Covestro employees can continue safe and 
reliable operations.

Covestro EMT Magali Esteva (left) 
and Rachelle Silverthorn-Cramer, 
Covestro Site Medical Manager

Houston Methodist
Advice for Managing Anxiety
The disruption of our daily lives caused by the 

coronavirus pandemic can also exact a toll on mental 
health, especially for those battling anxiety issues.
At Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital, we’re 

prepared for the many ways the pandemic may 
affect our lives and we want you to be prepared, too. 
Here are some ways to help manage your anxiety 
level during this time of uncertainty.
Seek Reliable Information on COVID-19

Information and news about the pandemic is 
everywhere. Local news, online news sources, social 
feeds—everyone seems to have information, and 
they certainly all have opinions. Staying up-to-date 
is important, but you’ll want to make sure that who 
you’re listening to is getting it right.

For information about the virus, including 
symptoms, how to protect yourself, who’s at higher 
risk, resources for the community and more, we 
recommend using the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention as your primary source of information.
Stay on top of Your Health

Staying healthy is always important, but it becomes 
more important than ever. This means that, in 
addition to preventing the spread of coronavirus, you 
should make sure you’re maintaining a healthy diet, 
drinking plenty of water, getting enough sleep and 
exercising daily. These healthy habits will also help 
you reduce and manage the stress of handling the 
changes and challenges you face over the coming 
weeks.
Take Control of Your Fear or Anxiety

One of the best ways to control our fear of the 
unknown is to prepare ourselves for the fact that 
uncertainty exists. In the meantime, it’s important to 
fight fear and anxiety with the things that relax us. 
If you need to unwind, go outside and spend some 
time with your loved ones—just remember to practice 
social distancing as you interact with others.

You can also fight the fear of the unknown by 
focusing on what you can control, like knowing your 
role in preventing the spread of COVID-19 and 
maintaining as much of a sense of normalcy as you 
can.
Practice Meditation, Prayer or Mindfulness

It’s important to stay up-to-date on the coronavirus 
pandemic, but fixating on it may lead to unnecessary 
stress. After catching up on the news, you may want to 
set aside time for mindfulness, prayer or meditation.

Long, deep breaths, focusing on the present, and 
taking a moment to be grateful for what you have are 
all good ways to re-center yourself and bring a sense 
of calmness to your life. Here’s a simple relaxation 
technique you can try:
1. Bring attention to your heart. Focus on your 
heartbeat.
2. Take slow, deep breaths. Inhale and exhale to the 
count of five.
3. Feel one of the following emotions: gratitude, 
compassion, caring or appreciation. Maintain 
attention to your heart and purposeful breathing.
4. Continue for three minutes. And repeat this 
technique any time you feel overwhelmed, anxious 
or stressed. 

For more information on managing the challenges 
of the pandemic, visit the Coronavirus Resource 
Center at houstonmethodist.org.
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By Preslie Cox

Fourth graders at Covestro’s Partner in Education school, James 
Bowie Elementary, celebrated PIE (Partner in Education) Day, along 
with reading 10,000 books in 13 months through the myON Reader 
program, a digital reading program funded by a $10,000 grant from 
Covestro.

The celebration took place March 5 at the school with Lee 
College President, Dr. Lynda Villanueva, Lee College Community 
Engagement Specialist Donna Mohlman, Baytown City Councilman 
Charles Johnson, Covestro Communications Specialist Preslie Cox 
and HSEQ Senior Admin Carrie Campbell who is also Covestro’s 
PIE representative. As part of  the PIE Day celebration, students 
who read the most books were rewarded by being allowed to throw 
a pie in the faces of  Charles Johnson, James Bowie Principal Dr. 
Regina Sims and Lee College staff.

Covestro is a strong community partner supporting education 
efforts with Goose Creek CISD and has a rich tradition of  good 
corporate citizenship in the community since being established in 
Baytown in 1971. The myON Reader Program was introduced to 
Bowie in December 2018 and has since sparked interest in students’ 
reading and enhanced their reading experience.

The program provides students with a personalized library where a 
book is never checked out and where they can always find something 
of  interest to read. Accessible through a computer, tablet or smart 
phone, myON allows students the opportunity to read books or 
news articles that are digitally enhanced by use of  voice actors and 
illustrations, piquing their interest. The reading material offered is 
also non-fiction and is similar to what is on the state STAAR test.

Carrie Campbell works closely with Bowie, nearly on a weekly 
basis through reading initiatives offered by Covestro volunteers and 
said seeing the community come together to celebrate the success of  
the Bowie Bears have found with the myON Reader program was an 
inspiring experience.

 “The passion and excitement was evident. If  you’re willing to take 
a pie to the face to encourage reading, it's safe to say student success 
is your priority,” Campbell said. “Our partnership with Bowie allows 
us the opportunity to engage with the students and read with them 
monthly through our Mystery Reader program. We are fortunate to 
be deeply integrated in the school where we can support this reading 
initiative and encourage a love for reading.

Covestro is proud to continue their efforts and close partnership 
with Bowie and Goose Creek CISD to better students’ education 
and lives during their crucial and formative years.

10,000 BOOKS READ 
IN COVESTRO-SPONSORED PROGRAM
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April 3, 2020

With all that is happening in the world, we just wanted to take this opportunity to let our friends and 
neighbors know what ExxonMobil is doing at its facilities to try to slow the spread of  COVID-19, as well as 
the adjustments we are making in response to the current economic conditions caused by this pandemic.  

First and foremost, the health and safety of  our employees and contractors is our highest priority. We 
continue to closely monitor our workforce and have implemented several guidelines and preventative measures 
to minimize the risk of  exposure to COVID-19 in our workplace. We have asked all personnel who have 
the ability to work from home to do so until further notice. All of  our facilities have implemented enhanced 
cleaning procedures to ensure frequently touched surfaces are regularly disinfected. And all onsite personnel are 
adhering to good health practices, including social distancing, frequent handwashing and regular temperature 
checks. 

These collective efforts to prevent the transmission of  COVID-19 have also put significant pressure on global 
oil and gas product demand. As a result of  the market conditions caused by the pandemic and commodity 
price decreases, ExxonMobil – along with the rest of  industry – has had to significantly reduce its capital and 
operating expenses in the near term.  

In spite of  these challenges, ExxonMobil’s Baytown Area operations remain open for business, and we are 
continuing to produce the fuels and petrochemicals products the world needs to fight this virus. Our company 
is manufacturing isopropyl alcohol – the main ingredient in hand sanitizer – as well as the chemicals used in 
medical face masks, IV bags, ventilator machines and hospital gowns. 

These are the products that remain essential for everyday life, and we are grateful to the communities in 
which we operate, as well as our trade associations and all elected officials and advocates who have supported 
us in the midst of  this crisis to ensure our ongoing operations.

While there is a lot of  uncertainty around how long this unprecedented business environment could last 
– even after COVID-19 concerns have subsided – the one thing we can be certain of  is our commitment to 
maintaining safe and reliable operations. We have faced numerous market downturns throughout our long 
history and have extensive experience operating in a sustained low-price environment.  Given this, we will take 
the necessary actions to keep each other safe, our environment protected and our company competitive. 

Together, we will eventually get through this pandemic. Together, we are stronger. Together, we are Baytown 
Proud!

Thank you for all that you do,

Dan Helgesen, Kate Lightfoot, Jason Duncan, Rob Bacon and Wim Blokker
Baytown Area Managers 

EXXONMOBIL
LETTER TO THE EDITOR



I always dreamed of  

becoming a doctor to  

help people.Today,  

 I’m living that dream.”
Angela Guerra, M.D.
Specializing in Family Medicine
at our Baytown Clinic

Meet Dr. Angela Guerra. As a child, she dreamed of 

becoming a doctor to help people. Today, she is living  

that dream,  caring for kids as young as three days old   

and adults here at our Baytown Clinic. 

As your physician, Dr. Guerra will work closely with you 

to create a personalized care plan and coach you through 

important lifestyle changes to help improve your health.

Board certified in Family Medicine,  Dr. Guerra is here  

and ready to care for you and your entire family.

Dr. Guerra will work 
closely with you to  
create a personalized 
care plan.

Schedule your appointment today! 713-442-0000
Welcoming new patients and accepting 50+ health insurance plans, including

Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Cigna, and UnitedHealthcare.



Chevron Phillips Chemical has business continuity plans for all sites and all regions.  We are actively monitoring the rapidly 
developing situation and applying aspects of  those plans as warranted.  These plans are coordinated globally with an intent 
to minimize any potential disruptions to our customer base. The health and safety of  our employees is a core value of  our 
company.  

The steps being taken to ensure a healthy and safe work environment will vary at times from region to region depending on 
local conditions and the advice of  public health authorities. 

We are prepared for all levels of  an outbreak and will respond accordingly to the severity of  the situation.
International and domestic air travel for US based employees is suspended until further notice unless it is deemed “Business 

Critical.”
Employees will not be able to visit other CPChem facilities unless the visit is approved by the plant manager or equivalent 

at an administrative or research facility.
Employees in the headquarters offices in The Woodlands and at numerous other locations around the world have, where 

possible, implemented a split-shift schedule.  
Most employees will work remotely. The two shifts are directed to not make physical contact with each other in order to 

minimize the impact to the business of  a wide-spread outbreak.
We are increasing sanitization measures and frequency at all locations.

Chevron Phillips Chemical’s Tarah Schneberger, Training 
Superintendent, and Scott Clary, Field Support Team Lead, 
volunteered at the Highlands Junior School 4th annual 
College and Career Fair. They spoke to 8th-grade students 
about careers in the petrochemical industry to help them gain 
a better understanding and broader scope of possible career 
paths.

CHEVRON PHILLIPS CHEMICAL 
ENSURES HEALTHY, SAFE WORK PLACE
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Chevron Phillips 
Chemical is one 
of the world’s 

top producers of 
petrochemicals 

and plastics 
serving 

customers in  
140 countries. 
We are proud  

to recognize the 
contributions 
of women in 

petrochemicals.
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By Cathy Bussewitz, AP Business Writer

The global economic crisis caused by the coronavirus pandemic has 
devastated the oil industry in the U.S., which pumps more crude than any other 
country. In the first quarter, the price of U.S. crude fell harder than at any point 
in history, plunging 66% to around $20 a barrel.

A generation ago, a drop in oil prices would have largely been celebrated in the 
U.S., translating into cheaper gas for consumers. But today, those depressed prices 
carry negative economic implications, particularly in states that have become 
dependent on oil to keep their budgets balanced and residents employed.

“It's just a nightmare down here,” said Lee Levinson, owner of LPD Energy, 
an oil and gas producer in Tulsa, Oklahoma. “Should these low oil prices last 
for any substantial period of time, it's going to be hard for anyone to survive."

Among the latest casualties is Whiting Petroleum, an oil producer in the 
Bakken shale formation with about 500 employees that filed for bankruptcy 
protection. Schlumberger, one of the largest oilfield services companies, slashed 
its capital spending by 30% and is expecting to cut staff and pay in North 
America. And Halliburton, another major oilfield services provider, furloughed 
3,500 of its Houston employees, ordering workers into a one-week-on, one-
week-off schedule.

The impact is far-reaching.
In Texas, which produces about 40% of the country's oil and employs more 

than 361,000 people, the picture is especially bleak. Three weeks ago, Bobby 
Whitacre, vice president of Impala Transport in Plano, was looking to hire a well 
site supervisor for $200 a day with paid time off. Now he’s had to lay off many 
of his workers. “It’s dead. It’s dead as can be,” he said. 

While many industries paralyzed by the coronavirus pandemic received 
help from a recent $2 trillion congressional relief package, the energy sector 
was largely left out. The American Petroleum Institute, the oil industry's main 
lobbying group, has maintained its free market philosophy, saying it does not 
want direct financial assistance from government. But the group did ask the 
federal government to relax environmental rules. Many oil producers big and 
small stopped the costly process of drilling new wells when prices plummeted, 
leaving all kinds of workers vulnerable to layoffs: drillers, attorneys, truckers who 
deliver sand or water for fracking and skilled tradesmen who make equipment 
for rigs, to name a few.  The oil industry was already logging hundreds of  
bankruptcies before the coronavirus hit, as producers struggled with weak 
global oil demand and high debt loads. Then the pandemic shut down travel 
as country after country started restricting flights in an attempt to bring the 
contagion under control.

World oil demand fell 7% in the first quarter, and is expected to fall 14% in 
the second quarter, according to IHS Markit. If that wasn't enough, OPEC and 
Russia couldn't agree on production cuts to prop up prices, so Saudi Arabia 
flooded the market with cheap oil. The kingdom slashed oil prices last month 
and vowed to ramp up production to more than 12 million barrels a day.

CHAOS AND SCRAMBLING IN 
US OIL PATCH AS PRICES PLUMMET
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EXPERIENCING ANXIETY AROUND COVID-19
By David Arabie, LPC, Chambers Health

With words such as pandemic, self-quarantine, social distancing, national crisis, 
and global panic littering every news headline, no wonder people across the US 
are finding themselves having to find ways to manage their emotions regarding 
the current outbreak of COVID-19.  Many people who have never experienced 
any significant symptoms of anxiety are now starting to understand what many 
in this country have spent countless hours trying to manage.  For those who 
have suffered from anxiety prior to COVID-19, this is an all too familiar routine.  
For others, it is a seldom felt emotion that would come and go like a strong wind.  
But now that strong wind is messing up more than just hairstyles, it is starting to 
affect the way people think, feel, and view the world.  

Educating the community on what is anxiety, and better ways to manage it 
when it occurs, seems just as imperative as learning the appropriate ways to wash 
your hands or use effective social distancing.  
ANXIETY DEFINED

In the simplest of terms, anxiety is defined as a feeling of worry, nervousness, 
or unease, typically about an imminent event or something with an uncertain 
outcome.  First and foremost, it is an emotion – a feeling.  Nothing more, nothing 
less.  Just like the emotions of love, contentment, and happiness, anxiety is an 
identified feeling that has been assigned or connected to an identified situation.  
When thinking about any virus, the emotional or psychological tendency is to 
automatically assign anxiety and fear to the virus.  Just the word virus has an 
ominous tone to it.  Changing the perception of the situation is key in managing 
anxiety; whether in direct relation to thoughts of COVID-19 or any other 
situation in your life.  Learning to take the emotion out of the situation is vital to 
emotional survival in any situation.

USE SOUND JUDGMENT
Whether a healthcare worker, a teacher, a mom or dad, or a student, everyone 

has been trained to manage anxiety in some way or another.  Everyone has 
been faced with a decision – a decision that had both positive and negative 
consequences attached to it.  In order to make the best decision, sound judgment 
needs to be utilized, not emotions.  

Judgment is defined as the process of forming an opinion or evaluation 
based on understanding and comparison.  It is not about what feels right, it is 
about what has been judged right based on what is the best action to take to 
remedy the situation.  Anxiety occurs when there is worry about an uncertain 
outcome.  If sound judgment is used, the situation will have less of an “uncertain 
outcome” feel to it.  COVID-19 is highly contagious.  Use sound judgment.  
Increase handwashing.  Wear protective gloves when necessary.  Minimize or 
eliminate touching your eyes, mouth, and nose with unwashed or sanitized 
hands.  Decrease your exposure to populated areas.  Keep a safe distance from 
others.  Simply follow the CDC guidelines.  Understand, evaluate and compare 
personal behaviors to the CDC guidelines.  Sound judgment would conclude 
that if compliance with CDC guidelines are high, the possibility of exposure is 
low.  Ah, the positive consequence of sound judgment. 

Anxiety can paralyze the ability to think rationally.  It clouds perception.  It 
arrests hope.  In the midst combatting the effects of COVID-19, anxiety need 
not have any power or presence.  Sound judgment needs to be practiced and be 
prevalent in everyday decision making.
We at Chambers Health strive to continue our tradition of being “What You 
Need, Where You Are”, and we look forward to serving the health and wellness 
needs of our communities by providing the best care possible. 
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EXXONMOBIL 
CONTRIBUTES TO HOUSTON AREA 

FOOD BANKS TO PROVIDE 
ONE MILLION MEALS

ExxonMobil will help provide about 1 million meals to Houston-area residents impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic through $250,000 in contributions to local food banks.

 “We hope our contributions will help their efforts and those who need assistance as our 
community pulls together to defeat COVID-19,” said Suzanne McCarron, vice president of  
public and government affairs at ExxonMobil.

The Houston Food Bank is working with hundreds of  nonprofit agencies in the area to feed 
children, families and senior citizens facing hardship as a result of  COVID-19.

“Hundreds of  thousands of  people count on Houston Food Bank and its partners, and this 
number has heightened significantly as the COVID-19 situation developed and continues,” said 
Brian Greene, president and chief  executive officer of  Houston Food Bank. 

“We provide essential services and will continue to do so to meet the demand of  the community, 
but we cannot do it alone. This generous donation from ExxonMobil will allow us to provide 
food for children, senior citizens and families, including the most vulnerable, those who don’t 
have the means to have reserves of  food and other necessities. We thank ExxonMobil for being 
an amazing partner, especially in this unprecedented time of  need.”

ExxonMobil, which has about 11,000 employees living and working the greater Houston 
area, remains focused on keeping its workforce safe and healthy to maintain its operations and 
maximize production of  materials critical to the global response.

The company is the leading U.S. producer of  isopropyl alcohol which is used to manufacture 
hand sanitizer, and also produces polypropylene, which is used to make protective masks and face 
shields.

ExxonMobil is also working with the Global Center for Medical Innovation to design and 
support the manufacturing of  reusable shields and masks for health care workers.
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Abreu Family Practice

Abreu Family Practice
1600 James Bowie Drive Suite C104

Baytown, TX 77520
346.775.8485 | 346.775.4528
www.abreufamilypractice.com

Abreu Family Practice provides comprehensive healthcare for adults, 
adolescents and children. The clinic serves as a primary care facility 

for disease prevention and for chronic disease management; such as: 
high cholesterol, diabetes, high blood pressure, thyroid disorders, 

asthma, depression and much more.
As a primary care practice, we can help you with routine physicals, 
labs, immunizations and management of acute medical conditions. 
We are dedicated to the application of evidence-based medicine 

and up-to-date care.
Annual Physicals | Illness & Injury | Chronic Conditions | Pediatrics | Gynecology | 

Geriatric Care | Orthopedics

Building Design & Planning

• Civil/Structural    
   Design
• Building Design
• Residential
• Commercial
• Land Planning  
  & Development

www.carnesengineering.com

12605 IH-10 East • (Exit FM 3180)
281-385-1200

Building Design & Planning

Greater Baytown Area
& Chambers County

For more information call 281.424.5922
5309 Decker Drive | Baytown, TX 77520

unitedwaygbacc.org

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
UNITED WAY SUPPORTS OUR COMMUNITY...
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Officer Macla Aguiltera, Melina Arriaga, Ezequiel Arriaga II, 
Cpl. Ocanas 

Cpl. Ocanas and Paul Golding

Door Prize Winners!

Door Prize WinnerNice Spring Break crowd

photos by Bridgett Tucker

COFFEE
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Melina Arriaga learns how to correctly handle the fire hose

EMT Brett Ray, EMT Reggie Thelemaque, Judah, Hannan and Esther Semien, Officer 
Daugherty and EMT Schweiss

Charles Porter, Honorary  BPD 
Motorcyle Cop

Aadi Aguiltera, Officer Macla Aguiltera, Abbigale Aquiltera, 
Officer Anderson and Bay

COPWITH A
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Where are they Now?

Kathryn Wright
By Alan Dale

With so many memories long past and gone, it came later that Kathryn Wright decided to make capturing them for all 
time into a hobby.

The venerable, long-long time coach and teacher in the Goose Creek CISD – mostly at Robert E. Lee High School – has 
been retired for a while now, but her new love of  travel and photography has only boosted her quality of  life after enjoying 
it for so long in the education system.

Wright was a coach for the girls swimming team at REL while she taught physical education. 
She coached the girls for eight years during the 80s and enjoyed some heights in the pool.
Her biggest claim to fame came by way of  leading the Brigadiers – a drum and bugle corps – which played on until 2001, 

disbanding a couple years following Wright’s last retirement. 
“I went back a few years after my first retirement for parts of  four more years to lead the 

drum and bugle corps so I was at Lee for a total of  30 years,” Wright, who started her 
career with GCCISD at Horace Mann Junior School, said. “The last time I retired was 

in 1999. It took three times for me to get it right.”
Wright spoke proudly about the hundred-plus various students that would be 

on the field to march when the Brigadiers was at its peak.
“When I left there were 240 girls,” Wright said. “It was all girls. We had bass, 

snare and tom tom drums. We had a tenor, soprano, baritone and bass bugles.
“I don’t know what made it popular because it wasn’t my pleasing 

personality.”
Wright also worked with the cheerleaders prior to taking over the swim team 
and later the Brigadiers. 

“I worked for Goose Creek schools for 33 years,” Wright said. “I loved 
being at Lee and (principal) Mr. Henry Armstrong and worked for some 
great people. I enjoyed building. I couldn’t stand to lose on anything.”

Over the years, Wright has been “traveling any time I get,” having visiting 
all points of  the globe including Australia and New Zealand with a Lee 
College senior group, the Panama Canal, Alaska, Nova Scotia and many ports 

in Europe including England, France, Germany, Austria, Italy and 
Greece.

“Next month I was supposed to go to Costa Rica but 
that’s been canceled,” Wright said. 

She most enjoyed visiting Alaska noting 
it her favorite place while her top spot 

in the continental United States as 
Gulf  Shores, Alabama.

“Alaska is a little bit wild 
and it’s like going back to 
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Where are they Now?

the old days,” Wright said.
She also was knocked over by her visiting 

the Coliseum in Rome.
“I was totally shocked by my reaction to 

it,” Wright said. “I was also impressed with 
Anne Frank’s house (in Amsterdam).”

When she can, Wright visits with her 
brother in Arkansas and her nieces and 
nephews located in Texas as well as in the 
Pacific Northwest.

In the meantime, she will take her pictures 
and build scrapbooks with her newfound 
hobby and record all of  her new visits.

“I would love to do an African safari,” 
Wright said. “I want to go to Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales. I am supposed to go to 
with a group from Lee College.”

photos by Kathryn Wright
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EXXONMOBIL JOINS GLOBAL CENTER TO 
EXPEDITE MEDICAL INNOVATION FOR 
PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT

ExxonMobil and the Global Center for Medical Innovation are collaborating to re-design and 
manufacture reusable personal protection equipment for health care workers.

Items such as face shields and masks are in short supply as a result of  the rapid spread of  the 
COVID-19 virus.

ExxonMobil is making its specialists available to provide technical expertise and is also delivering 
polypropylene from its manufacturing sites in Baytown and Baton Rouge.

If  needed, the raw materials will be expedited for face-mask assembly, the company said, adding 
that it would also facilitate supply chain interfaces to speed up deployment.

ExxonMobil, which has about 11,000 employees living and working the greater Houston area, 
said it is applying its experience with and know-how in polymer-based technologies, in combination 
with GCMI, to facilitate development and expedite third-party production of  innovative safety 
equipment.

A new industrial-style mask, on the fast track to production, is said to improve coverage of  a 
health care worker’s nose and mouth.

It will employ a replaceable cartridge system that includes a filtration fabric to prevent contact 
spread of  the virus from the saturated filter.

The filters are disposable while the main component of  the mask is said to be capable of  
withstanding repeated sterilization. This should extend the life cycle of  the product and address 
shortages of  N95 masks, ExxonMobil said.

Prototypes are presently being tested and reviewed by the US Food and Drug Administration. 
Following approval, production will start immediately.

Manufactures hope to be able to produce up to 40,000 ready-to-use masks and filter cartridges 
per hour.

Another product developed by GCMI is a face shield made from high-grade polymers said to 
withstand the harsh conditions of  sterilization, allowing for re-use.

The technology is said to comply with existing safety standards, reducing the time from design 
to front-line use.

According to ExxonMobil, more than 50,000 units have already been produced and are being 
distributed to hospitals in New York and Atlanta. There are plans to manufacture more than 
170,000 shields shortly.
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Meet Your Realtor

Karla Opryshek
Broker/Associate

CRS, ABR, MRP, ASR, 
NHS, MCNE

281-433-2281 | 4500 N. Main
kopryshek@cbunited.com

REAL ESTATE AGENT
Karla Opryshek 2017 - 2018

FIVE STAR

Karla Oprysshek

LET’S TALK
SOLD!Suzanne Gentry Heinrich

Realtor, Rotarian

Cell 281-610-8964
Off: 281-470-0655
suzanne.properties@gmail.com

Main Properties 
Real Estate

Advertise your Realty business here.
Call today.

281-422-8302
Email: dean.west@baytownsun.com

www.baytownsun.
com

What you need to know to get tested for 
COVID-19 at a Harris County site: 

Harris County has launched an online tool to access testing.
Once you’re screened online, you will receive a unique identification number and a phone number to call to get the site location.   

You must have a unique identification code obtained through the screening process, or else you will not get tested. 
Anyone with COVID-19 symptoms should contact a doctor, and Harris County residents without access to health care can call the county’s 

triage line at 713-634-1110 any day from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. with questions.

16x20 Acrylic on canvas
Publisher Carol Skewes felt inspired to paint a rendering of 

the coronavirus when the pandemic began spreading around 
the globe so quickly. “Somehow making the virus become 
two-dimensional helps me process all the information we are 
inundated with each day in the newsroom. 

“I did the same thing when Hurricane Harvey happened. 
“I painted Harvey. 

“We will get 
through this storm 
too,” said Skewes.

INDUSTRY OUR GROWTH 
CONTINUES

Brighter
Business Ahead!

  2830 North FM 565, Suite 200
www.
 eWCCCC.com

281•576•5440
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BAY AREA HOMELESS SERVICES

Remember before social distancing, 
a person could congratulate one 
another with a hug?
Gilbert Santana gives Tracey Wheeler 
a big hug after roasting her well done 
for Bay Area Homeless Services.

Baytown Chamber of Commerce 
President Tracey Wheeler, Pete Alfaro and 
Susan Moore-Fontenot

Lee College President Dr. Lynda 
Villanueva and Bill Davidson

Roger Elswick, Monica O’Brien and Dr. 
Randal O’Brien

Houston 
Methodist 
Baytown 
Hospital 
CEO David 
Bernard was 
awarded 
for his 
dedication 
to Bay Area 
Homeless 
Services.LaNelle and Frank McKay celebrating 57 

years of marriage March 1
Bay Area Homeless Services Board 
Member Daryl Fontenot was awarded for 
his dedication by Pete Alfaro

Tracey Wheeler, Tina Martinez, 
Jana Ballenger, Rikki Wheeler 
and Gilbert Santana

Steve Daniele 
was first to roast 
Tracey Wheeler at 
the Mane Event.

Mane Event Gala to raise funds for those less fortunate in the community



ROASTING WELL DONE

Baytown Chamber of Commerce 
President Tracey Wheeler was 
bravely roasted to benefit Bay Area 
Homeless Services.

Auctioneer Brady Hanson 
did a great job helping 
guests raise funds for Bay 
Area Homeless Services.

Junior Forrest 
displayed his live 
auction item, 
delicious cinnamon 
rolls.

Bay Area Homeless 
Services Executive 

Director explained 
to guests that Client 

Speaker Tina Davis was 
not present because she 

was working, which is 
successful completion of 

one of the goals.

Bay Area Homeless 
Services Junior Board 
Member Kimber 
Williams

Rebecca 
Silva of 

VFW Post 
912 and 

her mother, 
BAHS 

Volunteer 
Layne 

Aufdenkamp

Jim Giroir, Nancy Mann, Chambers County 
Commissioner Billy Combs, Fedora Alfred and Judge 
Lucia Bates

photos by Carol Skewes
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SOCIETY FOR LEADING MEDICINE
at the Burnside Residence

Latoya, Charlene and 
Councilman Charles Johnson

Dr. Walter W. O’Hara with Gail and 
Robert Kenny

Dr. Boutros Kahla with David 
and Bennie Kadjar

Carolyn Parrish, Brody Zalesak, Kelly 
Regian and Judy Wheat

Lynne and Dan Foley with Myrna Baker Laura Choi MD, Shawn Tittle MD and 
Becky Chalupa RN

Killen’s Barbecue serving line

R. D. Burnside, Dr. Louis Hughes, 
Edwina Hughes and Houston Methodist 
Baytown Hospital CEO David Bernard

Hosts Ginger and R. D. Burnside



Guitarist 
and vocalist 
George Kovick 
of Houston 
Methodist 
Hospital’s 
Marketing team

Houston Methodist Department of Surgery Boutros P. Kahla 
MD, Kendell Sowards MD and Laura Choi MD are pictured 
with Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital CEO David 
Bernard. Ziad Kronfol MD was unable to attend.

Vascular Surgeon Sara Edeiken MD

Cardiovascular Surgeon Walter W. 
O’Hara Jr., MD, Houston Methodist 
Baytown Hospital CEO David 
Bernard and Vascular Surgeon 
Jacobo Nurko MD

Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine of Baytown’s 
V. Karthik Jonna MD, Andrew J. Friedmann MD, Michael Hopson 
MD and Mark E. Franklin MD

Houston Methodist Cancer 
Center of Baytown’s 
Shawn Tittle MD, Esther 
Dubrovsky MD and Ana 
Paula Benveniste MD 
with Houston Methodist 
Baytown Hospital CEO 
David Bernard

Houston Methodist Baytown 
Hospital CEO David Bernard

The Society for Leading Medicine contributes 
to the initiatives of Houston Methodist Hospital 
System and enhances their ability be at the forefront 
of medicine, research and medical education. 

Members met in March at the home of Ginger 
and R. D. Burnside. Houston Methodist Baytown 
Hospital physicians spoke to guests about their 
respective specialties.

Health care workers are the heroes of the medical 
community and are applauded for their outstanding 
care during the coronavirus pandemic.

Society for Leading Medicine membership 
levels range from $1,000 Members to $250,000 
Centennial Lifetime Memberships. Under normal 
circumstances, programs and opportunities include 
invitations to stewardship events such as dinner 
and conversation with renowned physicians and 
researchers, behind-the-scenes tours of a leading 
academic medical center from the perspective of  
its physicians and researchers; family events with 
the Houston Texans, Houston Astros, Houston 
Dynamo, Houston Grand Opera, Houston Ballet, 
Houston Symphony and Rice University Athletics. 
For more information on joining the Society for 
Leading Medicine, contact Amanda Harris at 
abharris@houstonmethodist.org or 832-667-5813.

photos by Carol Skewes
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PROJECT 
BLUE
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photos by Carol Skewes
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Kiakinyorda Sliwiak revels at 
the scenery atop the 

Fred Hartman Bridge in Baytown. 
The 10th annual Jail Break Run went off 

without a hitch March 1 and 
participants enjoyed perfect conditions 

provided by Mother Nature.

photos by Carol Skewes
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photos by Carol Skewes
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Baytown Chamber of Commerce
Business Mixer

Daniel’s Meat Market

Tracey Wheeler and 
Jack Adcox

Enrique Martinez, Yolanda Arguellas and 
Sandy Denson

Gilbert Santana and Kimi Summerlin

photos by Carol Skewes

Below: Randy Casey, Aric Boullion, Carmen Parris, 
Mike Nebgen, Kathryn Saenger, Kathy Jaeger, 

Jenny Montes, Shelly Spurlock, Jackie Berry, 
Dr. Janice M. Johnson-Umezulike, Roy Price, 

Lin Bonner and Pattye Webb




