
After spending a week traveling to seven different 
schools to visit with the same number of football teams 
earlier this month, it definitely gave me a chance to 
shape some thoughts on the upcoming football season.

We arrive after a season that saw all but one of our 
football programs make the playoffs a year ago – albeit 
four of them being one and done with Barbers Hill gain-
ing one win and Crosby battling all the way to the Class 
5A-II championship game. Now the question remains 
will we see that again?

Will we have two (or more) Baytown schools get back 
to the playoffs after it took almost a decade just to see 
even one and got a double dose of delight last fall?

Who will claim the Baytown Cup? REL is the reigning 
champion after sweeping the city rivalry games beating 
Goose Creek Memorial (27-14) and Sterling (48-20). 

The first contest will take place on Oct. 8 when GCM 
and the Ganders take to the Stallworth Stadium turf. A 
week later GCM will turnaround and battle the Rangers 
and many will likely wonder if it will be as good as last 
year’s 15-14 nailbiter GCM held on to win.

Then the game that will wrap the regular season and 
potentially carry playoff implications  – Sterling and 
REL – will take place on Nov. 5.

Will the Ganders be able to rattle off basically what 
were three easy halves to win the Cup? They were tied 
with GCM at 14-all at halftime before the top offense in 
the district decided to take over while the REL defense 
more than did it’s part.

Yet, likely not as all three teams have holes to fill, 
but Sterling has most of a potentially elite defense 
back, GCM will have the most seasoned signal caller 

and the Ganders are still blessed with 
enough veterans that know what it 
takes to make their program the best in 
Baytown.

This could be fun once again and un-
like last year, this one is way too close 
to call.

District 9-5A I and the 
Baytown schools playoff 
chances

A year ago, Robert E. Lee and Goose Creek Memorial 
went 7-3 and 6-4 respectively and were both knocked 
out of the postseason with first round defeats at the 
hands of Katy Paetow and Richmond Foster in relative-
ly easy fashion.

Nothing can take away from the teams going a com-
bined 13-7 overall and breaking postseason droughts 
that were getting a bit old.

Soon after the questions arose: Could both teams re-
place big-time senior classes that helped propel those 
program turnarounds?

Upon first glance, it appears the answer is a mixed bag 
of yes and maybe.

For the Ganders, they have to replace some serious 
offensive weapons at quarterback (Christian Olige), run-
ning back (Keke Davis) and wide receiver (Adrian Bos-
ton) and plenty of heavy metal on the defensive side of 
the ball.

Yet, the team appears to have found a way to steady 

the ship with enough experience on both sides, albeit 
still working to have a full compliment of receivers to 
help Trudell Berry and new quarterback Jacorey Boston 
– who was a receiver. The defense, if healthy, will have 
about six returning starters that played big roles.

GCM also had an entire receiving corps, a bell cow of 
a running back, many big pieces to both lines and plenty 
of playmakers galore on the defensive side.

Mason Duke seems to have settled that worry down a 
bit on the offensive side as he shows a strong arm that 
finds his new look receivers that bring the speed and 
hands needed while the line is still big and mobile.

Defensively, a full year of Josiah Rice healthy can 
only help.

Both teams are led by coaches who have put together 
machines of preparation and so much so that one GCM 
supporter said of REL head coach Tim Finn that “they 
are just professional over there. They do great things.”

As for Sterling, which went 2-7 a year ago, a new-look 
staff with a half-dozen new coaches will hope to turn 
the corner as they have almost all the players back that 
made the Rangers defense one of the tops in the district 
a year ago.

Now, if the offense can click and reward the defense 
when blessed with great field position, they too can be 
a scary proposition. There were times last year that the 
defense was truly the best in Baytown.

So, will I predict a Baytown team makes the play-
off? Considering Port Arthur Memorial will still be a 
beast, Beaumont United remains scary and Friendswood 
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The Robert E. Lee football program is the reigning champion of Baytown after completing the sweep of city rivals Goose Creek Memorial and Sterling last year. All three programs 
have big goals for this fall and the Ganders will try to hold on to the Baytown Cup once again. REL beat GCM (27-14) and Sterling (48-20) to claim the crown while GCM held on for a 
last-minute, 15-14 win over Sterling. The teams will meet up three times again in 2021 with the Ganders playing GCM on Oct. 8 and Sterling on Nov. 5 while the Patriots and Rangers will 
lock horns on Oct. 15. It was the first time all three teams played in the same district since all three schools were in existence.

You ready? Football kickoff days away

ALAN DALE

Good Luck
Crosby Cougars
Have a Great Season!
Crosby ISD Backs 
You All the Way!

2020 State Finalists
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Robert E. Lee football team 
head coach Tim Finn saw the 
sweat and toil of his and the 
coaching staff’s labor for the 
previous four years pay off as the 
Ganders went 7-3 overall capture 
a second-place finish in District 
9-5A I and advance to the bi-dis-
trict round of the playoffs, losing 
to Katy Paetow.

But the truth is it shouldn’t 
have come as a surprise that Finn 
and his troops got there – the first 
playoff year since 2009 – espe-
cially with the growth from 1-8 
to 4-6 to 5-5 in the three previous 
years.

“I just felt like we had three 
years in a row where if we had 
a break or a call here and there, 
that group that graduated last 
year would have broken the ice 
there to get into the playoffs,” 
Finn said. “We didn’t get it done 
and so last year was the last 
call. Being the first group to get 
it done is always difficult. I am 
happy and thrilled that they got 
it done. They set the bar and we 
don’t want to lower the bar. At 
least that bar is set into a position 
that we can reach.

“We have enough guys that 
know what it takes to get there. 
We just want to try and exceed 
those expectations now.”

Now, the Ganders will step on 
to the field hoping to prove that 
last year’s success was a mark of 
an establishing program and not 
just that of a team led by a strong 
Class of 2020.

Finn has 15 returning lettermen 
in tow as he has seniors Daniel 
James (DB), Jeremiah Burrell 
(OLB), Trudell Berry (WR/DB), 
Omar Nieto (OL), DaQorwyn 
Robertson (RB/DE), and Marcus 
Johnson (DT) to lean on while 
juniors Justin Hathcoat (WR) 
and Harold Gibson (LB) will 
also pack plenty of oomph for 
this edition of the REL program.

Yes, the program lost grad-
uates like Keke Davis, Adrian 
Boston and 80% of its offen-
sive line along with quarterback 
Christian Olige.

“Did Christian make a huge 
difference, there is no doubt he 
was a good football player, and 

we were glad to have him, but 
we would have just had to find 
another way to get it done,” Finn 
said. “We had all the pieces back 
(from 2019) except for (QB Ije-
nea Wooley) and we didn’t finish 
that season with Keke who was 
injured. There was always some-
thing holding the group back.

“We had a lot of good things 
fall into place. We were a pretty 
group already and having a trig-
ger man helps. It was a perfect 
fit.”

This year, Finn will have for-
mer receiver, junior Jacorey Bos-
ton under center as the team ap-
proaches opening night.

“We are going to have to lean 
on the returning lettermen of 
course and bring the young kids 
along Finn said. “Jacorey will be 
taken out of the receiver spot, 
and he is a returning starter, but 
not in the same position. He be-
comes the dual threat guy that 
Christian wasn’t. There is an-
other way for us to be a little bit 
different on the offensive side of 
the ball.

Boston and his brother Adrian, 
who graduated, are not going to 
be a part of the receiving corps, 
but Berry and Hathcoat should 
have the talent to be strong lead-
ers of the unit.

Robertson could become the 
new bell cow at running back in 
place of Davis who is now at In-
carnate Word.

Finn needs to work the new 
offensive linemen with Nieto as 
they create another strong group 
of warriors in the trenches.

“The other guys are going to 
be program guys who have been 
waiting their turn to step into 
the offensive line,” Finn said. 
“I look forward to see how that 
works out.”

Berry, who verbally commit-
ted to Marshall, caught 30 passes 
for 520 yards with an astounding 
ratio of eight scores or one every 
2.7 receptions.

He says that the Ganders are 
not just playing for themselves, 
but the rest of the former REL 
players who watched and waited 
for these days to come.

“It was one of the biggest mo-
ments for Lee and for Baytown,” 
Berry said. “We did it for the 
city. We feel like we are building 

the tradition back and showing 
how Baytown Lee football has 
been. It was definitely a grind. 
Coach Finn when they came in 
before I came in, they build the 
program from the ground up. We 
had to put in the work ourselves 
as players. They got us in line. 
Their hard work as a coaching 
staff and ours as players paid off.

“It was for the alumni that 
played prior. When I was 
growing up, I used to go to the 
Baytown Lee games and I feel 
like I am just carrying on the leg-
acy. There are kids watching me 
play like I used to do when I was 
younger.”

Berry thinks the offense can 
still be potent after being the 
overall best in the district.

“We have big shoes to fill, but 
whoever comes up, the train will 
get rolling,” Berry said. “We 
know we lost a lot, but we are 
stepping up and going to keep 
it going like it never went away. 
There are some things we need 
to fix, but we are definitely work-
ing.”

Johnson is expected to be a 
dominant force on defense after 
missing a number of games a 
year ago.

“He and Gibson are the two 
guys we are leaning heavily on 
until we get the other guys in 
place,” Finn said. “The second-
ary will have a pretty solid group 
of guys with Daniel and Trudell 
back there. We got some veter-
ans back in the secondary which 
should be a strength.

“Our defense is pretty multiple 
and it’s about what group we will 
use depending on the opponent 
you are against. Our scheme will 
use the same teaching techniques 

and just a matter of what plan we 
will put together.”

Johnson is feeling pretty op-
timistic about what the Ganders 
defense and the entire team can 
offer the opposition this year.

“We got to make it a big deal 
this year: We have to make little 
things count and be accountable 
for everything we do,” Johnson 
said. “It is important for us to 
show everybody that we aren’t a 
joke anymore. It was a program 
success. We made it all a big deal 
on how to do it and how coach 
wanted it done.

“I got more to prove than I did 
last year. I have more room to 
grow as an athlete and a person. I 
wasn’t able to play in the playoff 
game (with an injury), but it was 
a great relief for everybody to get 
there.”

When the defense was healthy 
last year, the Ganders stymied 
most opponents as depth became 
stressed.

They held Friendswood, Port 
Arthur Memorial and Beaumont 
United to seven, 14 and zero 
points in the first half and shut-
out GCM in the second half of 
a 27-14 win and allowed only a 
touchdown against Sterling in 
the first half of a 48-20 triumph.

“When we were healthy, we 
weren’t bad,” Finn said. “It’s 
hard to be consistent when you 
don’t have a consistent group of 
players.”

Finn is well aware the race for 
a playoff spot will be paved with 
plenty of obstacles.

“The district is wide open, 
and all our opponents are capa-
ble of the playoffs,” Finn said. 
“We have to get them ready for 
district play. That’s what it’s all 

about. It’s about gaining confi-
dence while they are learning.”

When the season opens, Finn 
will be expecting the fans to 
come out in force as he noted that 
attendance has “tripled” since he 
first took over.

“That is really fun for us and 
the kids to see,” Finn said.

Finn can now look forward at 
what can be and not what was 
and how they finally did some-
thing a year ago.

“The relief comes from knock-
ing at the door for three years 
– including being seven points 
away from the playoffs in 2019 
and having to battle through in-
juries last year,” Finn said. “It 
was a needed step for the future. 
There is no doubt we had a good 
class, but this is the year we have 
to validate the successes and 
prove that we have taken a step 
forward as a program.

“It’s not about looking down 
the road and saying we need to 
get ‘this amount’ of wins. It’s 
about going out every week and 
preparing to do the best you can 
every game. We may have to win 
a little differently, but if you are a 
good program, you find the ways 
to win.”

2021 Robert E. Lee 
football schedule

Aug. 27 – at Galena Park, 7; 
Sept. 2 – vs. Chavez, 7; Sept. 10 
– at Lumberton, 7; Sept. 24 – vs. 
Friendswood, 7; Oct. 1 – at La 
Porte, 7; Oct. 8 – vs. GCM, 7; Oct. 
15 – at Ball, 7; Oct. 21 – vs. Port 
Arthur-Memorial, 7; Oct. 29 – vs. 
United, 7; Nov. 5 – vs. Sterling, 7.
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Anytime Pest Elimination is committed to solving your 
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it yourself!
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REL expects to build on landmark season

Robert E. Lee Ganders junior Jacorey Boston moves into the starting quarterback position after playing two 
years at wide receiver. (Baytown Sun photo by Alan Dale)

Linebacker Harold Gibson will be counted on to be one of the leaders of 
the Ganders defense this fall. (Baytown Sun photo by Alan Dale)

should be better? 
La Porte and Ball might be OK this year but not a major 

worry, so I will say “Yes,” one will go.
Which one?
Do I really have to pick one? This may be a real head 

scatcher as all three teams could make reasonable argu-
ments for the postseason.

Hey, how about those Olympics?!?!?!

District 12-5A II outlook
Barbers Hill has a new coach with plenty of pedigree 

in Carl Abseck of the famous Cedar Park juggernaut and 
Crosby will have some big pieces to fill from a 12-4 team 
that had a playoff run for the ages.

Both will be in the playoffs, that is an almost a sure bet 
even if the district could be better.

The Eagles look stout. There are a lot of big bodies 

roaming the practice field and many of which who have 
size. Add to that a quarterback – Brent Holdren – bolstered 
by being a part of a state title baseball team and you can 
see the confidence grow.

They have a little bit of this and that and a lot of that and 
this and could be the surprise winner of the district unless 
reigning champs Nederland’s experience is too much to 
overcome.

Crosby is someone no one should sleep on. Yes, they 
lost some players who have become legends in town – 
Reggie Branch, Denniquez Dunn and Jaylen Herman and 
the whole defensive line – but they return defensive end 
McCoy Casey who looks in great shape and is fine tuning 
his Division I resume and that famous Cougars speed.

If they win the title don’t be shocked at that and another 
playoff run. Considering they are 6-2 in head coach Jerry 
Prieto’s two years, a few postseason wins would not shock.

BCA and Anahuac projections
Both were in the postseason and this year that should 

happen again.
I was told when I moved here that “Anahuac always has 

athletes,” but had a hard time putting it together consis-
tently.

Well back-to-back playoff appearances and plenty of 
firepower back from last year only behooves the Panthers 
chances of a threepeat.

Throw in a returning starting quarterback and some 
exciting weapons to go to and an improving defense, the 
Panthers could be up for a district title challenge. 

East Chambers, who?
BCA struggled a year ago with the rampage of 

COVID-19, and still got to the postseason despite not win-
ning a district crown for so long that is came as a big shock 
in their community.

It still might be hard to reclaim their place, but never say 
never and there is enough talent for the squad to be sure to 
see the Bulldogs get back to the playoffs and bounce back 
to end a three-game postseason losing streak.

Alan Dale is the sports editor of the Baytown Sun. He 
can be reached at alan.dale@baytownsun.com

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B
READY
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Year four of Robert Toomer’s 
tenure as the head coach of the 
Sterling football team is an im-
portant one.

In his first three years, the Rang-
ers have won five games, three of 
which came in his first two sea-
sons as Sterling toiled in the Class 
6A ranks.

Last fall, the Rangers went 2-7 
overall and 1-6 in District 9-5A I 
after dropping down a classifica-
tion.

The good news is that many 
of the players who led one of the 
top defenses in Region 3 are back 
and the 2020 Rangers were only 
a score away from wins against 
Friendswood, La Porte and Goose 
Creek Memorial that would have 
propelled them into the playoffs.

Now it’s up to the offense to find 
a way to flip that script while the 
defense stays on course. The de-
fense will try to shake the hang-
over of two rough outings to wrap 
the campaign against the district’s 
two best teams in the meantime.

“Anytime that you take over 
a program you are going to need 
five years to see where the pro-
gram is headed and see if the kids 
are headed in the right direction,” 
Toomer said. “When we got here, 
we knew it was going to be a 
struggle. But the group of seniors 
that we have and that we have had 
a chance to mold for their first 
three years, they really understand 
the system. We feel like we have 
a lot of potential. Potential with 
hard work is pointless and I think 
the kids feel good about where we 
are right now.

“We made some changes on 
the coaching staff and we are in 
a good position. I know we have 

only five wins, but you go back 
and look at last year where we lost 
three games by 10 points. There 
have been some improvements.”

A total of 15 lettermen are back 
and the list includes seniors Re-
ece Sylvester (QB/DB), Gavin 
Herbert (WR), Noah Lister (DL), 
Ashton Williams (DB), Gerald 
Hays (DL), Crey Wilkinson (WR), 
Giovanni Alegria (OL), Jaheim 
Fevrier (RB), Camden Schoor 
(DB), Jeele Joseph (DB), Oscar 
Garcia (DL) and Jayden Khoury 
(LB) and juniors Isaac Solorio 
(DB), Caleb Smith (DB) and Au-
brey Hudgins (OL).

Sylvester, a verbal commit to 
Rice University, made 67 tackles 
and four interceptions with eight 
pass breakups while earning first-
team all-district defensive honors.

He moves under center hoping 
to kickstart the attack.

“The biggest bugaboo we’ve 
had is that we have had a different 
quarterback each year,” Toomer 
said. “That bugaboo is that every 
team that made the playoffs had 
a quarterback who has played for 
at least two years with consisten-
cy. Having us to teach a new kid 
the offense and then graduating, 
it leads to inconsistency and quar-
terback play. Those who played 
quarterback played within their 
own ability.”

Jeremy Moses is the new offen-
sive coordinator after moving over 
from Clear Lake and once coached 
as an assistant at S.F. Austin and 
was a quarterback at Robert E. Lee 
under former coach Dick Olin.

“He’s brought in a more up-
to-date offense and he’s more 
up-tempo which the kids are grav-
itating towards and picking up the 
system,” Toomer said. “I needed 
a coach who is a quarterback’s 
guy. We’re running some spread 

and some different concepts. He’s 
familiar with the area and I think 
he’s going to bring some continui-
ty to the offense.”

Toomer believes Sylvester of-
fers a more athletic quarterback 
with the ability to make plays and 
extend the pocket with his legs as 
he continues to work on his pass-
ing skills.

Fevrier will lead the running 
corps and after battling injuries, 
he comes in healthy and is expect-
ed to offer some burst out of the 
backfield.

Wilkinson had 40 catches for 
488 yards and three touchdowns 
as all three earned second-team 
all-district honors.

“I feel pretty confident with 
Coach Moses, and we have a lot 
of playmakers and spread the ball 
out,” Wilkinson said. “We have 
more people to get the ball to that 
have more abilities to make bigger 
plays. Our quarterback will have 
more choices to run it.

“We worked hard this summer 
and things are going to be dif-
ferent. Everyone came to work-
outs and worked extra hours. Our 
chemistry is pretty good.”

Wilkinson is a strong route run-
ner with good burst, while Herbert 
can make plays in the same fash-
ion.

“It’s a sneaky bunch of receiv-
ers,” Toomer said. “We also have 
Robert Adams who is a bigger kid 
who can stretch the field. The one 
thing about our receivers, they are 
maybe not speed burners and that’s 
why we need a mobile quarterback 
because they should be able to 
move around and get open.”

The offensive line took some 
losses, but Toomer has some guys 
with size and physicalness that 
should come along, he said. Three 
starters return to man the offensive 

trenches.
Lister made 49 tackles – 16 for a 

loss – and had 14 quarterback hur-
ries while also earning first-team 
selection.

Williams picked two passes and 
had seven pass breakups, Hays re-
corded 35 tackles with seven for a 
loss and nine quarterback hurries.

Khoury also made 93 tackles 
and had 13 quarterback pressures 
and three sacks.

“I can speak for the senior class 
– and I’ve grown attached to these 
guys – we’ve been really grinding 
together, especially this past sum-
mer,” Khoury said. “We have been 
in the weight room all summer and 
we really want to be dialed in and 
make the most of this season. We 
have some younger guys coming 
up that will have a good impact on 
the team, and we want to be good 
leaders for them. We are in a good 
position to surprise some people.

“We had a lot of guys that start-
ed as sophomores on varsity and 
the best thing about this senior 
class is that we have never lost the 
hunger. We are here to work and 
to try and improve. That won’t 
change this year and won’t regard-
less of how the team is doing. We 
love the process of working to-
gether and trying to get better.”

Khoury said that the new-look 
coaching staff has done a good job 
in transitioning into new roles and 
combining old faces with fresh 
ones has come seamlessly.

Alvin Dotson remains the coor-
dinator after crafting a No. 3 over-
all defense in the district.

“Our entire defensive line is 
coming back,” Toomer said. “Even 
though I am an offensive guy and 
played offense in college, I have a 
defensive mentality. I said we had 
to come in and establish our de-
fense and I think we’ve done that. 

That’s why we will have to lean 
on our defense more than normal. 
We have to put our offense in good 
situations.

“Our defensive line is big, ag-
gressive and know the system. It’s 
not about teaching them the sys-
tem it’s about keeping them con-
sistent.”

Admittedly, losing the finale to 
rivals REL 48-20 in a game that 
got away from the Rangers early, 
lends some additional motivation.

“You never want to lose a game 
like that, but in a way in put us into 
the right mindset this offseason,” 
Khoury said. “Not talk and just 
working and grinding and prove 
everyone wrong. After that game, 
the next week we were already 
putting guys into the track prob-
lem and didn’t give the guys time 
to get down on themselves and we 
were just ready to start working 
toward making the most of the 
next season.

“With a lot of guys coming back 
on defense, we will see the ben-
efits of Coach Dotson putting his 
faith in us.

Toomer says that the loss didn’t 
haunt them, but it’s “always in 
the back of your head,” without 
dwelling more than needed.

“It gave you food for thought 
that if you have a kid that can 
play both ways, let them play both 
ways,” Toomer said. “If a kid can 
play, he needs to both sides of the 
ball. Did it rub me the wrong way? 
Absolutely. But did I go into the 
summer with it being the main fo-
cus? Absolutely not.”

Toomer notes that it’s not just 
about how the team does on the 
field, but off the field as well.

“Are we retaining kids, are they 
giving it their all, are they ener-
getic about the program?” Toomer 
said. “When you look at wins and 
losses, sometimes you don’t have 
that morale on your team and our 
morale hasn’t changed.

“Our kids are still energetic they 
are still showing up and they are 
still showing that they want to 
play. They are only worried about 
this year.”

Toomer says that he expects the 
same top three teams to battle for 
the rule of the roost this year pick-
ing Port Arthur Memorial, Robert 
E. Lee and GCM to be the Rangers 
biggest competition in 2021.

“Is it a struggle, yes, but the 
things we are doing right now and 
trying to put our kids in the right 
direction, and we think whole-
heartedly that we are,” Toomer 
said. “Do we want more wins? Ab-
solutely. Will we get more wins? 
Absolutely. But it is a process.”

2021 Sterling football 
schedule

Aug. 27 – vs. Pasadena Memo-
rial, 7; Sept. 3 – at Brazoswood, 
7; Sept. 10 – vs. Washington 7; 
Sept. 23 – vs. United, 7; Oct. 1 – 
at Friendwood, 7; Oct. 7 – vs. La 
Porte, 7; Oct. 15 – vs. GCM, 7; 
Oct. 22 – vs. Ball, 7; Oct. 29 – at 
Port Arthur-Memorial, 7; Nov. 5 
– vs. REL, 7.

Rangers can feel their time is coming
The Sterling defense could be special in 2021 as nine starters return from the unti that finished in the top three of most district rankings. One of those is defensive lineman Noah Lister 
as he and the Rangers eye a playoff spot this fall. (Baytown Sun photo by Alan Dale)

Reece Sylvester steps into the role of Sterling quarterback for the fall. The Rice commit is a dual-threat option. (Baytown Sun photo by Alan Dale)
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In a year dominated by good 
news for Baytown high school 
football, the Goose Creek Memo-
rial Patriots team did its fair share 
of heavy lifting.

After spending half-dozen or 
so years struggling to get off the 
deck, head coach Shannon Car-
ter’s second edition of his pro-
gram broke through and made 
Patriots football something to 
reckon with.

The Patriots went 6-4 overall, 
finished third in District 9-5A I 
and advanced to the playoffs for 
the first time in eight years before 
falling to Richmond Foster in a 
Region 3 bi-district matchup.

It was a nice encore to Carter’s 
first year, a 3-7 campaign, which 
was equal to the previous three 
years combined.

“Having an experienced team 
back – we had 16 starters back 
from the previous year – and we 
were extremely young my first 
year here, we were able to start 
from a place further along than 
the first year,” Carter said. “We 
kind of figured it out as we went. 
We had 95 percent of our staff re-
tained, we had our kids back so 
that was a good building block.

“We started off slow – Klein 
Forest beat us, we came out flat 
– and we made some changes, 
and it gave us a really good lift 
pretty fast, and we got better and 

better, week to week. Then that 
game against Sterling was a great 
game and we were able to win at 
the end.”

That Sterling win, a 15-14 vic-
tory on a last-minute touchdown 
run by Mason Duke, kickstarted 
the Patriots season-defining four-
game winning streak.

“We got healthy at the right 
time,” Carter said. “The same 
games we lost the year before, we 
won this year and that was the dif-
ference between winning and los-
ing: Winning those close games.”

The 49-7 loss to Foster wasn’t 
the most satisfying way to end the 
season.

“It’s human nature: You are 
pressing so hard to break the sev-
en-year drought to get in (to the 
playoffs) and we got in and we 
felt like, ‘oh, we have another 
game to play,’” Carter said. “We 
reached a goal and there was 
more to play for. It felt like we 
were happy to be there, and you 
could tell the team we played was 
a perennial playoff team and we 
hadn’t been on this road before.

“I am a competitor, and I am 
a coach and I keep things in per-
spective, so I say, it’s never good 
enough for me. The last game still 
stings.”

Now, the Patriots look to the 
future and will aim to contrib-
ute to Baytown’s second season 
of winning football after Robert 
E. Lee, Sterling and the Patriots 
combined to 15-14 a year ago, a 

first over .500 mark for the city 
since 2009.

More importantly, they want to 
go back to the playoffs.

Carter has plenty of talent re-
turning with seniors Josiah Rice 
(OLB), David Pierre (OLB), 
William Caldwell (DE), Jayson 
Gipson (DE), Auriel Hector (S), 
LaJewell McGilbray (LB), Duke 
(QB), Ben Gatson (SR), Riley 
Banks (T), Ethan Dyson (T) and 
Hunter Freeman (G) to count on 
after losing plenty of firepower 
from a year ago.

All told, six starters on offense 
and five on defense return.

“Our staff came in and there 
were about seven kids that were 
sophomores that started, and they 
learned on the job – and there 
were really about eight or nine 
total – and they are seniors who 
have been through the fires and 
the wars, and they know we do 
everything,” Carter said. “We are 
counting heavily on those kids to 
lead us. There is some unproven 
talent, but it doesn’t hurt to have 
9-12 kids that have experience 
doing it at a high level and have 
been contributors to our success.

“We need them to lead us while 
the young kids grow up.”

Rice, a third-year starter who 
half of last year with an injury 
and upon his return helped launch 
the four-game winning streak that 
propelled the Patriots to the play-
offs, is one of seven players who 
have toiled in the spotlight since 

being thrust into starting positions 
as sophomores by Carter.

“He put up magnificent stats 
in five games (23 tackles, seven 
assists, four sacks, seven tackles 
for loss, two interceptions),” Car-
ter said. “We look forward to him 
being a force on the field.

“David Pierre (20 tackles, three 
sacks, 6.5 tackles for loss) had a 
stellar year in his first year as a 
starter.

Rice is ready for a full season 
of play, and he expects the new-
look defense should be able to 
perform, but he expects many to 
step up into leadership roles.

“We have to step up, do the best 
we can and compete every day 
like dogs,” Rice said. “We did 
7-on-7, worked on communicat-
ing, went to workouts every day. 
We have been working on tech-
nique, reading (defensive) keys, 
watching film. The summer really 
helped us.

“The defense has to communi-
cate more to keep going.”

Carter will move some of his 
pieces around so players could 
see some new roles, but the talent 
is still on hand for another strong 
outing.

Defensive backs Josh McGil-
bray, Courtland Carrington and 
Isaiah Bolden will all offer some 
good help on the backend as new 
potential starters.

“We have some good depth, it’s 
just unproven depth,” Carter said.

Carter says Rice and Pierre 
should have very good seasons at 
outside linebacker.

“They have looked the part and 
they have had a good offseason,” 
Carter said. “Hopefully they have 
big years because we are going to 
need them.

“I feel defensively, we will fig-
ure it out and do what we do and 
play to the strengths of what the 
kids can do.”

The offensive line lost some big 
pieces but return Riley Banks and 
Ethan Dyson who are three-year 
starters and all-district performers 
and will be counted upon to keep 
the quarterback in one piece.

“They will be responsible for 
keeping Mason upright as he 
takes over the reigns as the full-
time starter this spring,” Carter 
said. He had a very solid spring, 
and his leadership and ball distri-
bution will be pivotal to our sea-
son. Mason will stabilize us. He’s 
grown and he’s as smart a kid as 
I’ve coached. He has pretty much 
mastered what we are trying to 
get done being master and com-
mander in trying to operate our 
offense.”

Duke sees plenty of growth in 
the team’s chemistry offensive 
and as a whole.

“The younger guys are really 
stepping up in place of the seniors 
we lost,” Duke said. “All of the 
guys who have been here, ev-
erybody is getting on board and 
trying to plant the flag and con-
tinue the expectation of winning. 
Everybody keeps everybody and 
themselves on track.

“I wasn’t worried about who we 
lost but was wondering where we 
would go from there. The young-
er guys proved they could play in 

the spring and now we just have 
to translate onto the field Friday 
nights. I knew we had some ath-
letes and raw talents, I just had 
to see it to believe it. Now peo-
ple from basketball and track are 
coming to play football. Good for 
us.”

Duke will have to look at some 
new faces on the outside as most 
of the wide receives he and Pitre 
looked to have moved on. How-
ever, receivers like Gatson offer 
some solace and the summer’s 
7-on-7 work paid dividends, 
Duke said.

He’s done his fair share of work 
to get to this moment.

“I have put some more pounds 
and weight to stand more play-
ing time and the sport itself,” 
Duke said. “I’ve put on about 20 
pounds, so I am over 200 pounds 
now. It was a lot of lifting, eating, 
cardio and protein shakes. I feel 
like I will be more prepared for 
the season and the rough sport we 
play.”

Gatson joins skill players like 
running backs Sebestian Barnes, 
Sergio Hinojosa and Isaiah 
Thomas and receivers Eli Lewis, 
Brandon Cole and Avery Thomas 
that all offer plenty of options for 
Carter.

It won’t be easy pickings for 
the Patriots to earn a playoff spot 
as the district could be even thick-
er competitively.

“Everyone on our schedule 
will pose problems as our district 
is filled with tough opponents,” 
Carter said. “We won four close 
games and three of our four loss-
es were tightly contested games. 
Every Friday we will have to play 
well to win. We are shooting to 
win a playoff game and beyond.”

While looking forward the Pa-
triots can still learn plenty about 
themselves when taking some 
last, long looks at the year that got 
them here.

“Last year, turning around the 
program, the coaching staff that 
we have, everyone is bought in 
now,” Duke said. “We are work-
ing on our own and trying to get 
ourselves better. We just had to 
buy what coaches were preaching 
and lock in and keep your head on 
a straightforward path and see the 
goal and know what we had to be 
to get there.

“We had to get rid of people 
who wouldn’t get on board, and 
we tried everything to get them 
on the same mindset, which was 
to work.”

2021 Goose Creek 
Memorial football 
schedule

Aug. 26 – vs. Klein Forest, 7; 
Sept. 3 – vs. South Houston, 7; 
Sept. 10 – at Dayton, 7; Sept. 24 – 
at Ball, 7; Oct. 1 – vs. Port Arthur 
Memorial, 7; Oct. 8 – vs. REL, 7; 
Oct. 15 – vs. RSS, 7; Oct. 22 – at 
Friendswood, 7; Oct. 28 – vs. La 
Porte, 7; Nov. 5 – at United, 7.

Patriots veterans aim for bigger encore
Goose Creek Memorial quarterback Mason Duke returns to become the full-time starter for the Patriots after sharing time under center last fall. GCM head coach Shannon Carter 
says he can sleep well knowing Duke is in charge of leading the offense. (Baytown Sun photo by Alan Dale)

Senior linebacker Josiah Rice is back after a strong campaign that saw his return from injury spark a four-
game winning streak that propelled GCM into the 2020 postseason. (Baytown Sun photo by Alan Dale)
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There is a new look to Barbers 
Hill football.

After five years under Tom 
Westerberg, the Eagles went 
to the postseason four times 
and won a total of three play-
off games, including the 2019 
District 12-5A II title during an 
11-2 season that included a trip 
to the Region 3 semifinals.

After last season’s 6-5 cam-
paign and area round defeat to 
Huntsville, Westerberg moved 
on to become the athletic direc-
tor at Hays Consolidated ISD.

Carl Abseck, who led the Ce-
dar Park High School program 
over the past six years, is now 
in Mont Belvieu after a 71-10 
run which includes the 2015 
Class 5A-1 title and last year’s 
runner-up to Denton Ryan in a 
59-14 defeat.

So, Barbers Hill replaced one 
state champion football coach 
(Westerberg won four at Allen 
High School) for another.

Abseck is locked and load-
ed to put together a big year in 
Mont Belvieu. It is something 
he has come to expect after his 
run at Cedar Park.

“We had an established cul-
ture of hard work, expecta-
tions and the kids’ work ethic 
matching the expectations and 
the goals that they wished to 
accomplish,” Abseck said. “We 
worked extremely hard, and we 
had a plan in place that the kid 
believed in and executed.”

A championship coach fol-
lows another, so the ground-
work was laid out for Abseck 
once he arrived.

“We have a really good, strong 
group that have a desire to be 
successful and have bought into 
the things we’re asking them 
to do,” Abseck said. “We have 
some quality men and young 
leaders that will set a good ex-
ample for the younger kids on 
what to do and how to work 
hard. They’ll give us an oppor-
tunity for success right out of 
the gate.

“They made it to the play-
offs and went 6-5 and three of 
those losses were by less than 
10 points and were competitive 
in pretty much every game they 
played. Making it to the second 
round is no small feat, but not 
necessarily what my expecta-
tions are.”

Abseck got to Barbers Hill 
and immediately focused on 
how the Eagles worked out and 
practice emphasizing fun, speed 
and replicating as much of the 
game’s machinations.

“They did a good job in the 
weight room (before he arrived) 
and we added a bunch of move-
ment, agility, speed and ex-
plosiveness stations so we can 
develop their bodies,” Abseck 
said. “You can build athletes; 
you just have to spend time do-
ing it. If you want them to be 

able to move, you have to be 
able to practice it.

“That’s what we instituted 
right out of the gate.”

Abseck noted that lions and 
antelopes have to both get up 
every morning, one to eat and 
one to survive.

“To play for us, you have to 
run, and we are going to out-
last our opponents because we 
are going to be in great shape,” 
Abseck said. “We are going to 
practice that way and that’s 
pretty much where we have 
started.”

Barbers Hill, as of presea-
son, returned 25 veterans from 
last year’s squad that ultimately 
finished third in District 12-5A 
II and they should be led by se-
niors Garret Hagler (RB), Will 
Buntin (S), Garrett Hagler (RB), 
Will Buntin (S), Brent Holdren 
(QB), Shane Ellis (WR), Cole 
Thompson (WR), Junior Her-
rera(WR), Lawson Cavarretta 
(LB), Hayden Pfitzner (WR), 
Isaiah Lewis (CB), Jacob Wil-
son (WR), Kaden Newman 
(DL), Daniel Rojas (DL), Beau 
Chachere (LB), Kylani Phipps 
(DL), Kaden Garcia (OL), Em-
mett Story (OL), Griffin Kunk 
(DL),  Reid Allen (OL), Jordan 
Gigout (LB) and Mason Sch-
weinle (OL), juniors Theron 
Pierre (CB) and Ryan Webb 
(OL) and sophomore Trey Dix-
on (WR).

Sophomore Josiah Herndon 
could also play a big role at tight 
end.

Holdren has enjoyed the 
coaching change in terms of its 
smooth transition and the ability 
to “have fun.”

“It’s been very enjoyable,” 
Holdren said. “We are doing a 
lot more competition stuff that 
we didn’t do. We work out and 
do agility and most of it is all 
competition and you are always 
going against somebody.

“On offense, a lot is different. 
The playbook, the way we are 
calling plays, the way we com-
municate with the line. Almost 
everything has changed. I have 
enjoyed every part of it. We 
have had good practices, but we 
look good all the way around. 
Our receivers are really quick, 
and I trust them with their hands 
and to go and get the ball.”

Holdren has taken plenty of 
confidence from his time on the 
baseball team.

“We had a mindset to go and 
win and all and it helped drive 
the team to go win the state 
championship,” Holdren said. 
“If we bring that over to football 
and just want to go win, we are 
going to win that game. Nothing 
matters. We just have to go out, 
compete and play our heart out.

“We’ll be good to go.”
Holdren has gained his new 

coach’s trust this offseason.
“I think Holdren is going to 

be a really good quarterback for 
us,” Abseck said. “He’s a very 
good runner and a very capable 

passer. He still has his best days 
in front of him. He is very smart 
and motivated and is very dedi-
cated to the process and excited 
about the opportunity that’s in 
front of him.”

Hagler returns for an expected 
big swan song after being a key 
piece to the offense for the past 
two years.

“He’s a big strong athlete and 
has great hands,” Abseck said. 
“Our running backs are an inte-
gral part of our passing game as 
well.

“We have the receivers that 
can go make plays and they 
have done a good job doing that. 
I think we have the potential to 
be very strong up front. We have 
some guys with some returning 
experience up front and some 
younger guys who are stepping 
into some new roles. But un-
til we get into full pads and go 
up against somebody else you 
don’t know exactly how you 
will match up with them, but I 
do feel confident that our kids 
will adapt.”

The offense will be a spread 
back, one-back, base team with 
multiple formations and will be 
a pass-first attack.

“We are going to do the same 
things that we did at Cedar Park 
the last three years,” Abseck 
said. “We are going to come out 

and we are going to come out 
and fling it.

“On defense we are switching 
from a 4-3 to a 3-4. It will be 
an attacking style defense, with 
a heavy blitz and hyper aggres-
sive, with zone and man cov-
erage in the back. Everybody 
has a philosophy and what they 
believe and do well and every 
year is an adaptation to what 
the kids are able to do. It’s im-
portant to not pound square pegs 
into round holes, but at the same 
time you have a base philosophy 
on ‘this is how you are going to 
play the game,’ and you work 
your personnel to a situation 
that they can accomplish that.”

The defense should be ready 
to roll, and the line should once 
again be strong up front.

Buntin and Pierre is expected 
to lead the backside of the de-
fense with their coverage and 
hitting skills.

LB Gigout also brings plenty 
of experience up front.

“We are having to change 
after five years, but I think if 
we put our minds to it and ev-
erybody buys in, we can get it 
done,” Gigout said. “Our de-
fense is a little bit more aggres-
sive. Changing to a 3-4 gives 
us different responsibilities and 
we have to be able to communi-
cate. Now, I have changes in my 

passing coverage, but our run 
defense is basically the same.”

Gigout does not want 2021 to 
be the same as last year.

“Last year didn’t sit good with 
me,” Gigout said. “I told my 
buddy it’s going to be different 
this year. We aren’t going out 
in the second round of the play-
offs. It really ticked me off.”

The district should be a moun-
tain to climb once again as the 
Eagles will have to battle the de-
fending champions from Neder-
land which returns a lot of its 
core and rivals Crosby coming 
off a state title runner up finish.

“Every game is a challenge, 
and this is a tough district from 
top to bottom,” Abseck said. 
“We are going to prepare every 
week to give every one of them 
our best effort.” 

2021 Barbers Hill 
football schedule

Aug. 27 – vs. Katy Paetow, 
7:30; Sept. 3 – at Port Arthur 
Memorial, 7; Sept. 10 – at 
Heights, 7; Sept. 23 – at King-
wood Park, 7; Oct. 1 – vs. 
Crosby, 7:30; Oct. 8 – at Port 
Neches-Groves, 7:30; Oct. 15 – 
vs. Santa Fe, 7:30; Oct. 22 – at 
Nederland, 7:30; Oct. 29 – vs. 
Dayton, 7:30; Nov. 5 – at Texas 
City, 7:30.

Coaching change charges up Eagles

Carl Abseck comes over from Cedar Park High School where he won a Class 5A-I title in 2015 and finished as 
the runner-up a year ago to take charge of the Barbers Hill football program (Baytown Sun photo by Alan Dale)

Barbers Hill seniors Brent Holdren, left, and Garret Hagler are returning starters at quarterback and running back and the coach staff predicts that both could have strong campaigns 
this fall after last year’s 6-5 season. (Baytown Sun photos by Alan Dale)
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Jerry Prieto may not have to 
buy a meal in Crosby for quite 
a while.

The third-year head coach of 
the Cougars football team had a 
magical run last year with a core 
of seniors that clicked at the 
right time to send the program 
on a journey toward the Class 
5A-II state title game – the sec-
ond in school history – and a 
date with powers Aledo in Jan-
uary.

Ultimately, the 12-4 season 
ended with a loss, but when the 
dust settled, the Cougars had 
beaten four teams ranked in the 
state’s top seven before running 
into the greatest championship 
winners in state history.

“Maybe expectations have 
changed a little bit, but not re-
ally us as a coaching staff or the 
kids, but maybe with the com-
munity and finally getting that 
breakthrough season,” Prieto 
said. “Our kids were showing 
up and working hard and doing 
things right. That was going on 
before that run last year and it 
has carried over into the spring, 
the summer and now into the 
fall.

“Anytime you wear a Cros-
by Cougar football uniform 
there is a sense of responsibil-
ity to protect the tradition and 
now maybe it’s been taken up a 
notch with what happened last 
year. There has always been that 
sense of pride and responsibility 
that when you put on a football 
uniform here that there is a lot 
that goes into that. There has 
been a lot of success here.”

A new season means a chance 
to prove last year was a program 
success and not an individual 
team one.

“That is an every year thing 
here and every group has to 
come out and prove itself,” Pri-
eto said. “Our kids have had a 
great spring and summer, so we 
are looking forward to the year. 
The kids have worked their tails 
off and we are looking to con-
tinue to build on each and every 
day.

“We have been really stream-
lined and focused on what we 
were going to do moving for-
ward to be successful. We hav-
en’t spent a lot of time on last 
year because of how long it was 
and how it went. We were right 
into offseason and spring foot-
ball really quickly. We are just 
continuing to grow the program 
and our kids.”

Prieto, who has won a district 
title and six playoff games in 
his two years in charge of the 
program, will now have to find 
a way to keep the Cougars on 
a winning path with plenty of 
holes to fill and enough talent to 
work with to make that happen.

All told, 23 returners are back 
from the district 12-5A II run-
ners up and plenty of newcom-
ers brimming with talent and 
potential according to the head 
coach.

“Offensively we graduat-
ed a lot of production, but our 
kids have really a good under-
standing of what we are doing 
and that just goes with this be-
ing season three,” Prieto said. 
“Schematically they just have a 
really good idea of what’s going 
on and we are ahead of where 
we were last year at this point. 
We have some really good play-
ers coming back and we have 
some kids who are going to step 
up and be productive.”

The key returnees include 
senior DL McCoy Casey, the 
reigning district Defensive Most 
Valuable Player, senior K Trevor 
Helburg – a junior All-American 
and all-stater – and all-district 
picks, seniors WR/S Kameren 
Kirkwood, S/LB Desmond Tis-
dom and OL Demetrius Strahan.

Kirkwood was a key pair of 
hands last year that comple-
ments the passing game.

“He comes to practice ev-
ery day, works really hard and 
is very athletic,” Prieto said of 
Kirkwood. “Last year, he took 
a backseat stat-wise somewhat 
to some of the kids that we had, 
but he is definitely going to look 
at taking a much bigger role this 
year.”

The line returns two starters, 
including Strahan, and that area 
is looking to reboot after pav-
ing the way for an offense that 
scored in the 40s and 50s reg-
ularly.

Junior Cyrin Myles moves to 
quarterback, replacing Branch 
who is now at Incarnate Word.

“He has done a really good 
job in the offseason: Cyrin is a 
great athlete, and he throws the 
ball well and I have never seen 
him back down from any po-
sition he’s been put in,” Prieto 
said. “We are looking to get pro-
duction out of kids like Braden 
Womack, Christian Roberson 
and Luke Smith at wide receiv-
er, Quincy Jones at running 
back, and some others.

“I think some kids are relish-
ing the opportunity to step up 
and produce.”

Kirkwood said the losses are 
obvious, but the newcomers are 
looking to surprise a lot of peo-
ple.

“They are getting better by the 
day, so we still have a good of-
fensive threat,” Kirkwood said. 
“We have the same team with 
just new seniors. We are in the 
weight room to get stronger and 
give our quarterback more time 
to throw the ball.

“The receivers have to get off 
to a good start and hit them with 
speed.”

Prieto said the offense will 
stay similar to what they have 
done the last two years and 
hopefully improve upon it.

“As we see fit, game plan 
wise, there will be different 
wrinkles here and there and 
that will depend on the oppo-
nent week-to-week,” Prieto 
said. “We are going to be able to 
spread the ball to multiple peo-
ple on offense just like last year. 
Any of our skill players on the 

field for us are going to be able 
to make plays.”

Defensively, Casey will lead 
the way and the hope is he can 
spearhead the defensive line 
which terrorized opponents 
all-season long.

“McCoy has gotten better, 
bigger, faster and stronger and 
he’s been a great leader this 
whole offseason,” Prieto said. 
“Chancellor Bradley, Matthew 
Jordan, RJ Garcia and some oth-
er kids are going to be in the mix 
on the line. The main thing with 
that group is playing hard and 
having the mentality they aren’t 
going to be blocked or stayed 
blocked.

“The defense is flying around 
to the football, and they enjoy 
tackling.

Casey is seeing a lot of growth 
in the group after it took plenty 
of losses from the previous ros-
ter.

“It’s a lot of guys and a lot of 
people are doubting us because 
we lost a lot of people, but we are 
going to go out there and prove 
that we are, who we are,” Casey 
said. “A lot of the guys are in-
experienced and trying to learn 
the ropes, but they are getting 
there. They look really promis-
ing. Their effort is unmatched. 
This is the best high-intensity, 
high-effort group. There is a lot 
of talent there.

“They saw what we did last 
year, and they want to be able to 
do the same, so they are work-
ing really hard to get there. We 
are all trying to work together 
and make this more a family 

than a team.”
Camari Parker and Jarius 

Simpson are two cornerbacks 
who got some opportunities to 
get plays and they along with a 
number of kids who saw some 
time a year ago will now be in 
the discussion for much more 
playing time this fall.

“We are going to make sure 
we have our best defensive play-
ers out on the field,” Prieto said. 
“Our biggest strengths right now 
are that our kids work extremely 
hard, and they are tough: They 
are willing to do what it takes to 
be successful and are willing to 
put the work in.

“If they were the quitting time 
of kids, they wouldn’t make it 
through the offseason. When 
you are younger at your line po-
sitions than you’ve been those 
may take more time to come 
along and gel. Especially with 
the offensive line. You have to 
work in unison and trust that the 
other guy will do their job.”

The Cougars will once again 
battle in “one of the toughest 
districts in the state,” according 
to Prieto and he would not be 
wrong considering that the Cou-
gars, Nederland and Barbers 
Hill combined for eight playoff 
wins last year and fourth-place 
Port Neches-Groves battled Fort 
Bend Marshall in a close defeat 
in a postseason opener.

Prieto also noted the marked 
improvement from programs 
like Texas City and then doesn’t 
discount the possibilities that 
could come from teams like 
Dayton and Santa Fe as both 

showed plenty of areas of com-
petitiveness last year that will 
make the Cougars keep a keen 
eye on them both.

“Top to bottom it’s a real-
ly tough district and obviously 
Nederland returns a pretty fair 
amount of players,” Prieto said. 
“They are obviously going to 
be one of the top teams to beat. 
Against every team in our dis-
trict, if you don’t come to play 
you aren’t going to be success-
ful.”

Kirkwood knows about suc-
cess.

“It was an amazing thing for 
us to go that far and it was a 
good experience for us to do 
what we had to do,” Kirkwood 
said. “It really hit me when we 
walked on to the Dallas Cow-
boys field (site of the state title) 
and we hadn’t seen anything 
like that before.

“I think about that all the 
time. Now we just need the guys 
to get us to that level again.”

2021 Crosby football 
schedule

Aug. 26 – vs. Carthage, 7 (at 
New Caney); Sept. 3 – at Man-
vel, 7; Sept. 10 – vs. Port Ar-
thur Memorial, 7:30; Sept. 24 
– vs. Dayton, 7:30; Oct. 1 – at 
Barbers Hill, 7:30; Oct. 8 – vs. 
Kingwood Park, 7:30; Oct. 15 – 
vs. Texas City, 7:30; Oct. 22 – at 
Port Neches-Groves, 7:30; Oct. 
29 – vs. Santa Fe, 7:30; Nov. 5 – 
at Nederland, 7:30.

Title game run lifts Crosby expectations

Crosby head coach Jerry Prieto has won six playoff games in his two years in charge of the Cougars program 
including last year’s run to the Class 5A-II title game. Crosby has some holes to fill this year, but Prieto likes 
what he sees in the preseason. (Baytown Sun photo by Alan Dale)

There are enough veterans back from last year’s playoff run to the Class 5A-II state title game including Cyrin Miles, left, who will move under center to be the new Crosby quarterback 
while defensive lineman McCoy Casey expects to see his side of the ball continue to make special plays this fall. (Baytown Sun photos by Alan Dale).
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The first two years of 
the Greg Neece era at 
Anahuac has paid div-
idends for the Panthers 
football program

In two years, the Pan-
thers have a 10-12 overall 
record and qualified for 
the postseason in back-to-
back campaigns, getting 
eliminated both of the last 
two playoffs by Corbett 
in the Class 3A Region 3 
bi-district round.

Yet, Neece, whose 
squad finished second in 
the district, trailing only 
East Chambers, is expect-
ing to see his team repeat 
the feat while also im-
proving the team’s overall 
profile.

“We were told that we 
weren’t going to get to the 
playoffs that first year and 
that was a success, but af-
ter I won 32 games in two 
years as an assistant coach 
at Newton and we go 5-5 
and everybody’s happy, I 
wasn’t happy with going 
5-5,” Neece said. “The 
town was extremely hap-
py because we made the 
playoffs. We’ve been 
there and done that twice 
now, but it’s about getting 
a winning record, compet-
ing for the district cham-
pionship and I want to win 
a playoff game. It’s not 
about getting to the play-
offs and getting your butt 
kicked. That’s not we’re 
here for. But I think we are 
trending in the right way.”

Truth be told, Anahuac 
has gone 9-4 in district 
play over the last two 
years and Neece notes that 
his team’s overall sub .500 
record is due to playing a 
tough non-district slate 
which included a game 
last year against Class 2A 
power Mart.

Six offensive starters 
are back as junior QB 
Landon Corbitt begins his 
second year under center 
and he will have senior 
OT Eli Burns, junior OG 
Jonathon Cooper, senior 
RB Christian Sanchez, se-
nior WR Zyon Clark and 
senior TE Adam Galeas to 
lean on.

“Landon is looking re-
ally good: He’s the man,” 
Neece said. “He’s a mean 
playing quarterback and 
he’s been really working 
on his throwing. Chris-
tian could be a 1,500-yard 
rusher for me.”

The defensive side of 
the ball could see more 
consistent returns this 
campaign as eight starters 
are back with plenty of ex-
perience.

Clark joins with soph-
omore KJ Moore as re-
turning cornerbacks along 
with senior SS Luke Fos-
ter, FS Corbitt, junior LB 
Presley Mouton, DT Coo-
per, junior DE Robert Bai-
ley and senior DE Caden 
Hampton.

“KJ is going to help us 
because he’s really fast 
and he’s going to make 
some plays for us,” Neece 
said. “We have some 

touchdown guys and that’s 
always good.”

Corbitt was Neece’s 
“best all-around football 
player,” as he racked up 
1,840 yards total offense 
(901 passing, five touch-
downs; 939 yards rushing, 
13 scores) and “toughest 
players on the team,” and 
is projected as a strong 
candidate for the district 
Most Valuable Players 
honors.

“I feel good about the 
team this year and that 
we have come a long way 
from what we had last 
year,” Corbitt said. “We 
are coming together more 
as a team, and everyone 
is enjoying it and having 
fun. Any negative ener-
gy is not there anymore. 
We were working out 
throughout the summer 
and building confidence 
with each other.

“Being young was one 
thing and a lot of people 
didn’t always get along 
compared to what we have 
now.”

The playoff appearanc-
es were great, but the Pan-
thers are keeping things in 
perspective.

“We realize we have a 
lot of work to do,” Cor-
bitt said. “We are gaining 
confidence, but it’s not 
enough when we go out 
first round, two years in a 
row. With everyone com-
ing together as a team, our 
main goal is to get out of 
the first round and from 
there, whatever happens, 
happens.”

Clark excels on both 
sides of the ball and had 
546 yards receiving with 
six touchdowns while 
offering big-play ability 

and lockdown ability at 
the corner, according to 
Neece.

“It’s been a huge 
changed since I’ve been 
here, especially the inten-
sity and in my first year 
we didn’t really have any 
guys take leadership and 
now we have that,” Clark 
said. “No one wanted to 
do anything with their tal-
ent before. It was a com-
bination of things. When 
Neece got here, that’s 
when everything changed, 
and the kids started to fall 
in. We laid that foundation 
for the younger group.

“Now we are preaching 
going further and winning 
the district championship. 
I think we can do that. We 
look good.”

Sanchez broke out in 
2020 with his ability to do 
a little bit of everything, 
running for 814 yards and 
three scores and 214 yards 
receiving with a touch-
down. He also threw for 
110 yards and two touch-
downs.

Burns is counted on as 
Neece’s strong lineman 
and “dominant block-
er, who will play college 
football,” and is expected 
to make a run as district 
lineman of the year.

Cooper offers another 
big presence and Bailey 
can excel on both sides of 
the trenches.

“Robert is tall, rangy, 
athletic with great ball 
skills,” Neece said.

The defense has come 
a long way from Neece’s 
early days when “no one 
wouldn’t hit anybody,” 
those early scrimmages 
and now the Panthers are 
willing to mix it up so 

much more.
“We put eight guys 

in the box last year and 
brought the heat,” Neece 
said. “We did play better 
defense at times, but we 
gave up the big play a lot 
too. But we stopped peo-
ple a lot better than we did 
the last year.

“There were a couple 
games that we left in the 
loss column the last few 
years because we couldn’t 
stop somebody. We’re go-
ing to be better in the sec-
ondary and that will help.”

Neece thinks that 
Woodville could make a 

run at the title along with 
the defending champion 
Buccaneers and his own 
Panthers.

Buna and Kirbyville 
will also be considered 
for playoff pushes while 
Neece will keep an eye on 
Hardin and Tarkington.

The future looks bright 
as the eighth-grade team 
won the district title and 
that included a rout of 
East Chambers during an 
unbeaten season last fall.  
The Panthers 7th grade 
team was 5-3 overall. The 
JV was 5-4 a year ago.

“I think the culture of 
the program is very posi-
tive and all of our coaches 
come from winning back-
grounds,” Neece said. “It 
goes down to our players 

and our players expect to 
win. It’s a confidence that 
we can go out and win 
some games.”

2021 Anahuac 
football schedule

Aug. 27 – at Orange-
field, 7:30; Sept. 2 – vs. 
Houston Furr, 7:30; Sept. 
10 – vs. KIPP Genera-
tions, 7:30; Sept. 17 – vs. 
Bridge City, 7:30; Sept. 
24 – vs. Tarkington, 7:30; 
Oct. 1 – at Hardin, 7:30; 
Oct. 8 – vs. East Cham-
bers, 7:30; Oct. 22 – at 
Buna, 7:30; Oct. 29 – vs. 
Kirbyville, 7:30; Nov. 5 – 
at Woodville, 7:30.
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W W W. C R Y E R P O O L S . C O MW W W. C R Y E R P O O L S . C O M
1418 TX-146 BAYTOWN, TX1418 TX-146 BAYTOWN, TX

What’s a tailgating What’s a tailgating 
party without an Egg?party without an Egg?
Get Yours Get Yours 
TODAY!TODAY!

281-420-7665281-420-7665

YOUNG PLUMBING
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING CO. INC.

Master 
Plumbers 
License 
# M-13753

281-427-7401281-427-7401
301 N. COMMERCE
BAYTOWN, TEXAS 

TAYLOR
A/C & HEATING, LLC

Dana & Travis 
Taylor & Staff281-428-1680281-428-1680

Commercial & Residential
Sales Service, Installation

BestBest  wisheswishes  forfor  aa  safesafe  
&&  victoriousvictorious  seasonseason!!

Panthers want more than a playoff spot

Anahuac head coach Greg Neece and quarterback Landon Corbitt team up once again 
as the Panthers aim to improve on the program’s last two playoff seasons. The Panthers 
went 5-6 in 2019 and 2020 and appeared in the bi-district round of the 3A postseason, los-
ing to Corbett both times. The two hope to take the program beyond that accomplishment 
this fall. (Baytown Sun photo by Alan Dale)

Be sure to check out today’s 
daily sports section for the 

Baytown Christian 
2021 football preview!
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Leading Orthopedic Care toLeading Orthopedic Care to

KEEP YOU 
MOVING

Our sports medicine specialists can help keep 
your body in motion. 
At Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine in Baytown, we know every 
movement matters. Our board-certified sports medicine specialists offer:  

• The latest imaging and technology 

• Advanced nonsurgical treatments 

• Minimally invasive procedures 

• State-of-the-art physical and occupational therapy 

Whether you’re suffering from simple aches and pains or dealing with a complex 
injury, we can get you back on your feet — and keep you moving. And, you can be 
confident that we are taking every necessary precaution to keep you safe during 
your visit.

Houston Methodist Orthopedic Injury Clinic

Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine

19 convenient locations across Greater Houston

W. BAKER RD.
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Same-day appointments for injuries.

Schedule an appointment:
houstonmethodist.org/sportsmed

281.427.7400
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