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What’s Past is Prologue
 1859 

“We learn from our friend Dr. Smith that a new post 
office has been established at Hageman’s Land, named 
Baytown.” The Weekly Telegraph, Houston, May 25.

February 1875 Ross Shaw Sterling (1875–1949) was 
born near Anahuac, Texas. He attended public schools and 
farmed until about 1896. Sterling worked in family stores 
and with his brother John in Galveston. Sterling worked 
as a traveling salesman for I H Kempner in Galveston so 
he became very familiar with Southeast Texas. Sterling was 
supposed to be in Galveston with his wife and brother 
when the 1900 Storm hit. All survived.

1886 
Pleasant Humble, known as Plex, named Humble for 

himself  in 1886 when he applied to reopen the US post 
office using the name Humble. The application was granted 
and Humble was appointed the town’s U. S. postmaster. His 
last name was pronounced Umble and the pronunciation 
stuck with the silent H. He and his family had purchased 100 
acres in 1869 near the San Jacinto River where he operated 
the ferry and ran a small grocery store. Humble was elected 
the Harris County Commissioner for this precinct. After 
serving one term he became an attorney and in 1887 was 
elected and served as the local justice of  the peace for 
Harris County Precinct 4, serving through 1895. He died 
in Hardin County sometime from 1910-1912, while living 
with his sister. The name Humble replaced the sawmill 
town known as Lord’s Mill, and Umble became known 
worldwide.

1903 
John I. Gaillard and his wife Mary noticed bubbles 

popping to the surface of  the water at the point where 
Goose Creek met the bay. With a match he confirmed 
that the bubbles were methane, a strong indication of  
oil deposits. Royal Matthews leased the Gaillard property 
located on the bay and drilled for over two years but could 
not bring in a continuously producing well.

“Lush business in the 
oil boomtowns”

1903 Sterling became interested in business prospects in 
the Southeast Texas oil towns, but not as an oilman. Sterling 
was not a gambler. So he sent his wife to her mother in 
La Porte and took off  on horseback to Sour Lake and 
Beaumont. In Sour Lake he bought lots and started his 
feed store on credit for the feed and the lumber for the 
building. His brother Bryan built the buildings and Ross 
ordered the feed and they expanded R. S. Sterling & Co., 
Grain and Hay to Saratoga, Batson, Humble and opened in 
Dayton in 1905. In Humble purchased a corner lot adjacent 
to the railroad, and having made such a good reputation for 
himself  in the other oil towns, Sterling’s feed store did quite 
well in Humble.

The oil companies needed fee and hay for their horses, 
oxen, and mules, and Sterling sold on credit while others 
did not. Sterling had purchased a home in Houston and 
rode the train everyday, roundtrip to Humble his biggest 
store. He would take his cash from all of  the stores in a 
brown paper wrapped bundle to the bank in Houston. He 
made so much profit that he opened a sawmill in Dayton 
and invested with Niels Esperson in a Liberty County rice 
farm on two leagues of  land. 

1906 
Price Pruett, a friend of  Sterling from Dayton, purchased 

293 acres east of  Baytown for cattle ranching. Pruett and 
his family became intertwined with Sterling in the creation 
of  the town Goose Creek and cofounded the Guaranty 
Citizens State Bank.

1907 
The national Panic of  1907 affected the credit for many 

including the private banks of  Texas. Sterling had money so 
he purchased four private banks for $1000 each and backed 
the customer deposits. The banks were in Humble, Batson, 
Saratoga and Sour Lake. After closing the Batson Bank, 
he re-chartered the others as state banks. The Humble 
State Bank fared well in the following years and served as 
Sterling’s base of  operations. He built a brick building, the 
first one in the city, for the Humble State Bank in 1908.

June 2, 1908 
Goose Creek Production Company, a Houston-based 

syndicate, drilled and found oil on at 1,600 feet. On June 13 
the Houston syndicate sold out to Producers Oil Company, 
a subsidiary of  the Texas Company. After drilling twenty 
dry holes in two years they abandoned the field. 

1909 
Sarah Campbell Blaffer (1885–1975). Sarah (Sadie) 

Campbell Blaffer, art patron and philanthropist, daughter 
of  William Thomas who was one of  the founders of  the 
Texas Company. On April 22, 1909, she married Robert 
E. Lee Blaffer, one of  the founders of  Humble Oil and 
Refining Company. Sarah Blaffer’s devotion to the visual 
arts began during a visit to the Louvre on her wedding trip 
to Europe. Over the years she acquired an extensive art 
collection ranging from fourteenth-century Old Master 
paintings to Impressionist and Expressionist works. She 
became an early benefactor of  the Museum of  Fine Arts, 
Houston, to which she donated original works by Paul 
Cézanne, Frans Hals, Antonio Canaletto, and Auguste 
Renoir. In 1964 she established the Sarah Campbell Blaffer 
Foundation, the primary goal of  which is to bring the 
visual arts to people throughout the state of  Texas. In 
1973 the University of  Houston art museum was named 

in Sarah Blaffer’s honor for the works of  art that she and 
other family members had lent to the institution. She lived 
in Houston, where she died on May 13, 1975.

1910 
Oil was sold mainly to large customers: industries, 

railroads, shipping, manufacturing, lumber and others who 
used boilers that burned fuel oil and bunker fuel. Until 1901 
the boilers had utilized wood for fuel but with the discovery 
at Spindletop followed by Sour Lake, Batson, Saratoga and 
Humble, oil became a low cost fuel. Kerosene was still the 
worlds illuminating oil but crude oil became the fuel for 
electrical generation. During the next decade automobiles 
and trucks began using more and more gallons of  gasoline.

Sterling decided he might invest in that golden grease 
after all.

Humble Oil Company
1910 

Clint Wood, a friend and oilman from Sour Lake, on 
their train commute to Humble, asked Sterling if  he might 
be interested in a bargain for a couple of  producing wells 
that were making fifty barrels a day at Humble’s Moonshine 
Hill. Sterling replied that he did not know about oil so that 
Wood would have to take care of  the drilling and other 
oil work for a half-interest. Sterling had the cash and 
bought the two wells for $24,000 from Hugus and Black 
figuring if  the wells continued to produce fifty barrels a 
day, he would make his money back fairly soon. Sterling 
decided to form a company and rather than use his cash, 
he pooled the $150,000 assets by bringing in additional 
stockholders and investors. The only physical assets was 
the office and the oil field equipment that came with the 
wells. Sterling borrowed the money from B. E. Brooks. Jim 
Patrick, another Moonshine Hill oilman, offered Sterling a 
five-acre lease with several wells for $25,000. Sterling paid 
$5,000 cash and good friends George Hamman and Walter 
Fondren of  Houston endorsed a note for $20,000. 

1910 
Sterling decided that he was now an official oilman 

and founded the Humble Oil Company, named after the 
oilfield. The name Moonshine Hill was already taken. 
Founders and board members were Ross B. Sterling who 
was president due to his controlling interest. Sterling names 
in his biography that the other original investors were Joe 
Fincher, Clint Wood, M. C. Hale, S. K. Warrenener and 
Charles Goddard. Florence M. Sterling, Walter Fondren, 
William S. Parish, Robert E. Lee Blaffer and Harry C. Weiss 
were early stockholders of  Humble Oil Company.

“I thought that was very funny. We should feel flattered 
that they should suspect us of  being such big-leaguers that 
the Standard Oil Company would have anything to with 
our one-horse company. I couldn’t imagine what could 
have given them the idea.” Ross Sterling

1911 
Sterling’s lawyer Champ Ross had filed for a Texas 

Charter with $150,000 capital, and the delay of  issue by 
Texas Secretary of  C. C. McDonald started to cause 
problems with the stock certificates. Ross telephoned 
Austin and found out that McDonald and Texas Governor 
Oscar Colquitt were worried that the company was in 
league with Standard Oil of  New Jersey. After another delay 
Texas finally issued the charter in February. The concern 
about Standard Oil dated to 1897 when Texas Attorney 
General Martin J. Crane brought a successful suit against 
the Waters-Pierce Oil Company for being a party to the 
Standard Oil of  New Jersey Trust agreement. Texas was 
anti-Standard Oil with its 1882 trust that was finally busted 
in 1911 following a U.S. Supreme Court decision. The 
Standard Oil Trust broke up into 34 unrelated companies. 
Texas was concerned that the Humble Oil Company was a 
part of  the Standard Oil Trust. None of  the Standard Oils 
were allowed at Spindletop nor in Texas until the trust was 
dissolved.

1911 
William Stamps Farish (1881–1942). William Stamps 

Farish moved to Beaumont when oil was discovered and 
by 1904 Farish and Robert Lee Blaffer had formed a 
partnership to do contract drilling and lease trading. The 
next year Blaffer and Farish moved to Houston to be 
nearer the Humble field. In 1915 Farish became president 
of  the Gulf  Coast Producers Association and subsequently 
was named president of  the Texas-Louisiana Oil and Gas 
Association. In March 1917 he and others organized the 
Humble Oil and Refining Company. Farish served as vice 
president for five years and in 1922 became president. In 
1933 he became chairman of  the board of  Standard Oil 
Company of  New Jersey, which held substantial stock 
interest in Humble, and in 1937 he became president of  
Standard. He was one of  the founders of  the American 
Petroleum Institute and served as its president in 1926. At 
the beginning of  World War II Farish was a member of  the 
National Petroleum Industry War Council. He was married 
to Libbie Randon Rice in Houston on June 1, 1911; they 
had a son and a daughter. Farish died on November 29, 
1942, in Millbrook, New York, while visiting friends; he 
was buried in Houston.

1911 
Walter William Fondren (1877–1939) learned how to 

drill water wells, a skill he later adapted for drilling for oil. 
He was orphaned at age ten and worked on farms and in 
sawmills until age sixteen. In 1897 he gave up farming 
to work as a roughneck in the Corsicana oilfield, and by 
1901 he was a skilled rotary driller, an expert on drilling 
equipment, and an independent operator in the newly 
discovered Spindletop oilfield. Fondren was aided by his 
wife throughout his career, beginning shortly after their 
marriage, when she settled the family in Houston and 
used money left over to purchase stock in the firm that 
became Texaco, Incorporated, an investment that was 
eventually worth millions. In 1911, with Ross Sterling and 
others, he organized the Humble Oil Company, which 
became Humble Oil and Refining Company in 1917 and 
later Exxon Company, U.S.A. Fondren served as director 
of  the firm and as vice president in charge of  drilling and 
production in the Gulf  Coast division from 1913 until his 
retirement in 1933. With his wife, he gave the Fondren 
Library to Southern Methodist University and also gave 
the university endowment funds to support the Fondren 
Lectures In Religious Thought and a scholarship. Fondren 
was a Methodist and served as a trustee and member of  the 
executive committee of  Southern Methodist University; 
he was also a member of  the general missionary council 
of  the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. The Fondren 
Foundation, established by the family in 1948, was largely 
administered by his wife. In an effort to implement their 
combined wish to benefit institutions of  higher learning, 
she established the Fondren Library at Rice University, 
which opened in 1949, and bestowed major gifts on the 
Methodist Hospital of  Houston, Southwestern University, 
Scarritt College in Nashville, Tennessee, and other health 
and education facilities

1912 
Humble Oil Company chartered again in 1912 with 

$300,000 capital. Sterling decided to reduce stockholders 
monthly payment from 3 to 1 percent so that the company 
could stockpile funds. Some of  the early stockholders sold 
out including one investor who was worried that his shares 
were worth $600 a piece and was afraid he would lose his 
money. So he sold out and took $120,000 to live like a kept 
man in Houston. Jesse Holman Jones, Houston Chronicle 
owner, banker and real estate investor, purchased stock at 
this time, his only oil company investment. Sterling sold his 
feed stores and banks to local buyers. The company began 
to build a surplus for future expansion.

1913 
Goose Creek, Texas was granted a post office, population 

of  300 with five businesses. A 1915 well explosion caused 
residents to move further inland, abandoning Old Town. 
The renamed Newtown became Goose Creek by 1916. 

1913 
Florence M. Sterling (1871–1940) business executive and 

women’s rights proponent, was born October 13, 1871, at 
Anahuac. She began her business career as a bookkeeper at 
R. S. Sterling and Company, the corporation founded by her 
brother, Ross S. Sterling, and later assumed the position of  
secretary. By 1915 she had become secretary-treasurer of  
the company. Concurrently, she joined her brothers Ross 
and Frank in the management of  their fledgling Humble 
Oil Co. where she assumed the position of  assistant 
secretary-treasurer in 1913. She retained this title after the 
company was reorganized as Humble Oil and Refining and 
eventually became secretary-treasurer.

ExxonMobil 100 years of oil
In 2020 the ExxonMobil Baytown Complex is one of  the largest integrated and most technologically advanced refining and petrochemical 

complexes in the world. The complex is an amazing compilation of technology, engineering, education, labor and management.

By Robert L. Schaadt, Texas Historian and Archivist, Special to The Baytown Sun

Continued on Page 5

Refinery Construction in 1919
Humble Oil photo archives, Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown

No. 1 Wooden Docks, Goose Creek Oil Field 1916-1924, Humble Oil photo archives, Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown



Recent columns about 
the Baytown Refinery’s 
Humble Bee magazine re-
freshed memories for a 
number of  readers with 
deep roots in Humble Oil 
& Refining Co., now Exx-
onMobil. 

One of  the email messag-
es is from retiree Elton E. 
Forbus, whose family con-
nections go all the way back 
to the construction of  the 
refinery in 1917.

He wrote, “Over all 
these years my family and 
I enjoyed the Humble Bee. 
One time there was a fellow 
employee that possessed 
a bound version of  all of  
the Humble Bees up to that 
time. It was quite a joy to 
go back to the beginning of  
the publishing of  the Hum-
ble Bee and read about the 
happenings going on out in 
the plant as seen from the 
eyes of  the workers them-
selves. I tried to purchase 
the book but she would not 
sell it to me, and at times I 
wonder if  there is another 
copy that one might be able 
to look through or may be 
even purchase.

“Also, there was a month-
ly magazine published called 
the Humble Way. Fortunate-
ly for me, I have collected 
90 percent of  all the copies 
from the late 1930s to when 
it ceased to be published, 
I believe, in the early ’60s.  
What great reading joy these 
two publications about the 
company I hold so dearly 
have brought to me and my 
family over the years.

“Unless you have worked 
for Humble Oil and Refin-
ing, Enjay, Exxon (Exxon 
Company, USA), Exxon-

M o b i l 
C o r p . , 
one will 
never un-
ders tand 
the privi-
lege these 
c o m p a -
nies have 
af forded 
the local 
and surrounding commu-
nities over the years. I pray 
that all who work for the 
company now appreciate 
the opportunities such a 
great company has given 
them. For me and my fami-
ly, including my wife’s fam-
ily, we worked continuously 
for the company from 1917 
to 2013.  What great and 
wonderful opportunities 
the company has afforded 
my family over these years.”  

His father worked vari-
ous jobs over 28 years for 
Humble and Humble Re-
search and Development 
in Baytown and retired in 
1971.  

“My wife’s maternal 
grandfather caught a ride 
on a buckboard wagon 
delivering lumber from 
Humble, Texas, in 1917 to 
the Baytown construction 
site. … Once he arrived, he 
asked what he needed to do 
to go to work in construct-
ing the facility. He was told 
to look for the person car-
rying a time book because 
he would be the one to de-
termine if  there was work 
he could do and become an 
employee of  Humble.”

The man with the book, 
once he was found, want-
ed to know his age. When 
told he had to be at least 17, 
the job applicant replied, “I 

just turned 17 a few months 
ago!”  (He was barely 15 at 
the time.)  

The man took his name 
and pointed him to the per-
son responsible for moving 
huge logs with teams of  
mules. When asked whether 
he could “skin” a team of  
mules, he said, “Of  course.” 

He went to work and re-
tired in 1960.

Elton’s wife had another 
grandfather — on her fa-
ther’s side — who worked 
for the company for 20 
years at the Pipe Stills be-
fore he retired. His wife’s 
father hired in in 1948 after 
World War II and worked 
38 years before taking an 
early retirement in 1986.

“I was employed in 1969 
by Enjay Chemicals in 
Baytown and in 1971 was 
transferred to the refinery 
in the Specialties Depart-
ment. I worked various jobs 
with the company based on 
the company’s desire to see 
its employees excel in their 
careers.  I retired in 2001 
after 32 years of  service to 
the company. During that 
time, I looked forward ev-
ery day to going to work.”

After he retired in 2001, 
Elton was asked to return as 
a consultant, and he worked 
through the middle of  2013 
when he determined “it was 
time to let someone else ex-
perience the joy of  working 
for such a wonderful com-
pany.”

Wanda Orton is a retired managing 
editor of  The Sun. She can be reached 
at viewpoints@baytownsun.com, 
Attention: Wanda Orton.
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The ExxonMobil White House completed in 1971, consolidating more than 800 supervisory, technical and staff employees scattered throughout the plant in old buildings.
ExxonMobil archives

Back in the early 1920s, 
Humble Oil and Refining 
Company officials 
and stockholders were 
understandably anxious to 
get the Baytown Refinery 
built and in operation 
so they could take full 
advantage of  the lucrative 
oil market.

H e a d q u a r t e r s 
management team 
members of  Humble 
(Exxon at the time of  
this writing) apparently 
were told too early that 
the Baytown Refinery was 
in operation and “cookin’ 
oil” when they were 
escorted on a trip down 
Buffalo Bayou to view the 
modern oil refining facility.

Shortly after Baytown 
management and 
construction teams 
learned that high Humble 
officials had been told the 
refinery was in operation 
when, in fact, there was 
still some work to be 
done. Project supervisors 
ordered the refinery’s first 
uncompleted pipe still 
filled with water and had 
several cords of  wood 
brought in to fire the still. 
Water was used to prevent 
the still from overheating.

By the time the eager 
officials’ boat arrived 
at the refinery, a rolling 
cloud of  the right color 
smoke belched from the 
still’s huge stack, giving the 
appearance of  oil being 
“cooked.”

There was great joy 

among the Humble 
management team whose 
members were then 
certain the installation was 
going to be successful and 
they would begin to make 
money for stockholders.

As far as could be 
learned, jubilant officials 
returned to company 
headquarters to spread 
the good tiding, without 
suspecting they had been 
hornswoggled. And 
there is no record of  any 
member of  the Baytown 
Refinery management or 
construction teams having 
been reprimanded or 
fired because of  that little 
incident.

Many years later – 70, 
in fact – when Baytown 
Refinery officials and 
others marked the 
company’s seven decades 
of  existence – youthful 
Refinery Manager 
Sherman Glass amused 
celebrants by relating the 
“oil cooking” incident.

Sherman then told 
another story that was 
passed on to him when 
he came to work at the 
refinery in 1972:

“There was a large 
elderly man who worked as 
an accountant in the main 
refinery office building. I 
had the good fortune too 
have lunch with him, and 
we talked about the old 
Baytown Oilers baseball 
team. “He told me he had 
attended Rice Institute 
on a baseball scholarship, 

and while there he earned 
an accounting degree. 
Apparently, he did quite 
will in the Southwest 
Conference, but was 
unable to land a position 
with any of  the major 
league clubs or their farm 
teams.

“He was next called for 
a tryout with the Baytown 
Oilers. Apparently, he 
could play most positions, 
but was a pretty good short 
shop. He was then offered 
a job as an accountant, 
but the expectation was 
clear that he would play 
on the refinery’s semi-pro 
baseball team. Rumor had 
it that salary treatment in 
those days for the baseball 
team was related to both 
their fielding and batting 
averages.

“On that score, I’d 
starve to death if  that were 
the basis of  my salary.”

Sherman announced 
that his Dad was in the 
audience for the birthday 
bash. After introducing 
him, Sherman said the 
elder Glass admonished 
his young son to get a job 
with Humble or face the 
consequences.

Of  course, you could see 
the elder Glass was almost 
“busting” his vest buttons 
as he acknowledged the 
introduction. 

Neither he nor his son 
probably ever dreamed 
“Sherm” would one day 
hold the top post at the 
refinery.

Sideline Slants,
a little Humble humor

Reprinted from Fred Hartman Archives
By Preston Pendergrass, former Sun managing editor

Family history linked 
with ExxonMobil

WANDA 
ORTON

For much of  its history, Baytown was the epitome of  a 
“company town,” and that company was the Humble Oil 
and Refining Co. 

In the decades that followed the building of  the company’s 
Baytown refinery, the company went through several name 
changes: Esso, Exxon in 1972, and finally, following a 1999 
merger, the ExxonMobil Corp.

Founded in 1917 by future Texas governor Ross S. Ster-
ling and eight other wildcatters, Humble was one of  several 
oil-producing firms that sprang into being in Texas following 
the Spindletop strike in 1901. Seven years later, in 1908, a 
large oil field was discovered where Goose Creek flows into 
Tabbs Bay. A decade later, plans were underway for the con-

struction of  what would become one of  the most modern 
and important refining centers in the nation.

Construction began in April 1919, and Humble employees 
spent a year battling swampy conditions and humid and rainy 
weather to erect the first stages of  the facility. The first oil 
was charged to a still on May 11, a date which was commem-
orated as a local holiday for years afterward.

Formal completion of  the refinery was celebrated on April 
21, 1921, to coincide with San Jacinto Day.

While the nearest town to the refinery was Goose Creek, 
the company began building a community of  small bunga-
lows for refinery workers, which they called “East Baytown,” 
after a nearby 19th-century trading post. The company also 

built schools, health facilities and stores to serve employees 
and their families. The nearby community of  Pelly also grew 
from the influx of  workers seeking jobs at the refinery.

During World War II, the Baytown refinery was the na-
tion’s largest producer of  aviation fuel, contributing mightily 
to the Allied victory over the Axis powers.

Today, ExxonMobil is the city’s largest employer, taxpayer 
and benefactor.

In 2017, ExxonMobil announced it is expanding manufac-
turing capacity along the U.S. Gulf  Coast through planned 
investments of  $20 billion over a 10-year period. That work 
continues to grow.

From Humble beginnings, global corporation is born
Reprinted from The Baytown Sun, Profiles - Industry, March 2019



1916 
In the early boom days, there was no railroad and all 

shipments were made either by boat or were sent by rail 
to Crosby and then hauled by Crosby teaming contractors 
on pitiful roads that were all dirt and a mire of  mud when 
it rained. There was no direct road to Lynchburg so one 
travelled to Crosby then to Houston on dirt roads or take 
the train from Crosby or Liberty. It would take at least six 
hours to make the trip. Boats were available at Cedar Bayou, 
Hog Island or Baytown to travel to Galveston or Houston.

1916 
Ross Sterling was appointed as one of  three members 

for the Harris County Houston Ship Channel Navigation 
District, served as chair, and on the merged Houston 
City Navigation Board in 1922 No doubt this helped his 
understanding of  the future of  the Houston Ship Channel.

August 23, 1916 
Contractor Charles Mitchell brought in a 10,000-barrel 

gusher at 2,017 feet for American Petroleum Company 
that owned the Gaillard leases. The community changed 
overnight as men rushed to obtain leases, drill wells, and 
build derricks. Tents were everywhere, teams hauled heavy 
equipment, and barges brought lumber and pipe from 
Houston. By December 1916 drilling along the shores of  
Goose Creek, Tabbs Bay, and Black Duck Bay had raised 
production to 5,000 barrels daily. In 1916 the Goose 
Creek oilfield became famous as the first offshore drilling 
operation in Texas (second in the nation) and the third-
largest producing field, after the Humble and Sour Lake 
oilfields.

1916 
Pelly received its name from its first mayor and principal 

landowner, Fred T. Pelly, a native of  London. Pelly and 
his wife, Lucy (Wiggins), owned a seventy-one-acre tract 
of  land near the Goose Creek oilfield. On his land oilfield 
workers and their families settled after a number of  gas 
explosions and oil-well fires in late 1916. Middle Town 
incorporated as Pelly on January 19, 1920 with a population 
of  7,500.

1917 
The Texas Company pushed Texas legislation to let 

oil companies become integrated so one corporation 

could produce, transport and refine the oil into fuel. The 
consolidated Humble Oil & Refining Company was created 
after its passage in 1917, applying for their new charter 
May 17, but the new law became effective in June so the 
charter was delayed. Ironically, Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
operated as a trust until June 21, and operated a refinery 
and pipelines not allowed under their earlier charters.

1917 
Ross S. Sterling bought the Southern Pipe Line Company 

to route oil from the field to the Houston Ship Channel. 
Two 7,000-foot lines of  four-inch pipe crossed Black Duck 
Bay storage tanks and a wharf  on Hog Island in the channel.

Humble Oil & 
Refining Co.
1917 

Edgar Townes, (1878–1962), began the practice of  law in 
Beaumont, where he specialized in the oil and gas industry. 
In 1917 he moved to Houston; there he wrote the original 
charter for the Humble Oil and Refining Company. Townes 
became general counsel of  the company and, in 1918, 
a director; in 1933 he was vice president, a post he held 
until his retirement in 1943, when he entered the general 
practice of  law in Houston. Townes was a founder of  the 
South Texas School of  Law and Commerce and served as 
its dean for twenty-six years. 

May 17, 1917 
In order to sell their oil at market price rather than at 

a discount directly to the eastern major refineries, and to 
add transportation and refining, not in the 1911 charter, 
to their Texas Charter, the directors of  the Humble Oil 
Company was reorganized in 1917 and incorporated May 
17. The Charter was issued on June 21 as the Humble 
Oil and Refining Company with a capitalization of  $1 
million based on 40,000 shares at $100 par value. In the 
new organization the following companies were merged: 
the Paraffine Oil Company; Blaffer and Farish; Schulz Oil 
Company; Ardmore Oil Company; and Globe Refining 
Company. The presidents of  Humble were Ross S. Sterling 
(1917–22), William Stamps Farish (1922–33), Robert Lee 
Blaffer (1933–37), Harry Carothers Weiss (1937–48), Hines 
H. Baker, Sr. (1948–57), Morgan J. Davis (1957–63), Carl 
E. Reistle, Jr. (1963–1966), and Myron A. Wright (1966–
73). The presidents of  Exxon U.S.A. have been Myron 
A. Wright (1973–76), Randall Meyer (1976–88), William 
D. Stevens (1988–92), Harry J. Longwell (1992–94), and 
Ansel L. Condray (1995). Despite early successes, Humble’s 
growth was still restricted by a need for more capital to 
finance exploration. In 1917 Humble had 217 wells and a 
daily crude oil production of  about 9,000 barrels, and three 
miles of  gathering lines at Goose Creek. 

August 4, 1917 
The Sweet 16 of  the Simms-Sinclair Company came in, 

gushing 35,000 barrels a day from a depth of  3,050 feet. 
This well stayed out of  control for three days before the 
crew could close it. World War I oil prices of  $1.35 a barrel 
encouraged Humble Oil and Refining Company and Gulf  

Production Company to try offshore drilling. The Goose 
Creek field reached its peak annual production of  8,923,635 
barrels with onshore and offshore drilling by 1918.

November 1, 1917 
Paternalistic management policies, inflation, and poor 

working conditions led oilfield workers to form a local 
union at Goose Creek in December 1916 under the 
leadership of  the Texas State Federation of  Labor and the 
Houston Trades Council. Locals became affiliated with the 
AFL by the spring of  1917. When producers refused to 
discuss grievances with representatives of  numerous Gulf  
Coast locals, approximately 10,000 workers in seventeen 
Texas and Louisiana oilfields struck on November 1, 1917. 
The final agreement represented a near total victory for 
the producers and undermined union effectiveness. Nearly 
one-fourth of  the striking workers lost their jobs, and 
within several months the Gulf  and Humble companies 
granted wage increases similar to the union demand. The 
union’s position was undercut further when some Gulf  
Coast employers initiated stock-purchasing plans and made 
company-owned housing available to employees.

1917 
Ross S. Sterling, president of  Humble Oil and Refining 

Company and officer of  the Dayton Mills, and Price Pruett, 
a local landowner near Goose Creek, organized and built 
the Dayton-Goose Creek Railroad to connect the oilfield 
with the Texas & New Orleans Rail Road line at Dayton 
and the Trinity Valley & Northern Railway short line that 
was owned by Dayton Mills. Incorporated July 24, 1917 
with $25,000 capital, the members of  the first board of  
directors included C. A. Brown, William S. Farish, Walter 
W. Fondren, A. E. Kerr, Price Pruett of  Goose Creek, 
Edgar E. Townes, Ross Sterling and F. P. Sterling. 

Ross Sterling owned most of  the shares in the railroad. 
The Dayton-Goose Creek constructed twenty-five miles of  
track at a cost of  $632,738. Construction began at Dayton 
in 1917 and the railroad reached Pruett’s property near 
Goose Creek May 1, 1918. 

Humble Company Houses
Smaller homes with brown walls were for laborers.
Larger homes with gray stucco walls white-trim roofs 
were for foremen and supervisors. Two-story houses 
with white walls and adobe roofs signified a manager. 
These houses were located on Market Street across 
from Baytown Junior High School in the 1920s.
Humble Oil photo archives, Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown
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Surveyors for Humble Oil, September 1919
Humble Oil photo archives, Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown

Humble / ExxonMobil
Plant Managers

Baytown Refinery 
Managers
1919-1922 C. M. Husted
1922-1935 R. E. Powell
1935-1961 Gordon Farned
1961-1968 Herb Meier
1968-1970 Frank Turpin
1970-1973 Ed DiCorcia
1973-1976 Jo Graves
1976-1978 Ron Haddock
1978-1984 Marshall Sprigg
1984-1987 Dick Rabinow
1987-1991 Sherman Glass Jr.
1991-1993 Ben Markham
1993-1998 Sherri Stuewer
1998-2002 Steve Hart
2002-2004 Mike Brown
2004-2007 Chris Erickson
2007-2010 Gary Wilson
2010-2014 Steve Cope
2014 - 2016 Matt Crocker
2016 – present Dan Helgesen

Baytown Olefins Plant 
Managers
1975-1981 Steve Dedman
1982-1986 Joe Butterworth
1986-1991 Werner Knobloch
1991-1998 Doug Walker
1998-1999 Dell Blake
1999-2002 John Noel
2002-2006 Bob Bailes
2006-2008 Darrin Talley
2008-2011 Mike Zamora
2011-2013 Loic Vivier
2013-2018 Woody Paul
2018-present Jason Duncan

Baytown Chemical 
Plant Managers
1965-1967 John Coates
1967-1969 Gene Gillis
1969-1971 Rod Grandy
1971-1973 Ed Gangluff
1973-1976 John Costolnick
1976-1978 John Coates
1978-1981 William L. Senn Jr.
1981-1986 Charlie Seay
1986-1991 Keith Fulton
1991-1998 Ray Floyd
1998-2001 Jose Leon
2001-2004 
         Stephane de Mahieu
2004-2009 Zeb Nash
2009-2013 Joe Blommaert
2013-2015 Rob Tully
2015-2018 Bob Catudal
2018-present Kate Lightfoot

Mont Belvieu 
Plastics Plant 
Site Managers
1982 - 1984 Del D. Stover
1984 - 1990 Robert L Tusch
1990 – 1993 George Fitzpatrick
1993 – 1997 Clay I Lewis
1997 – 2002 Sam Mitchum
2002- 2006 Pierre Marion
2006 – 2009 Laura Krause
2009 – 2011 Jennifer Chan
2011 – 2013 Joe Wolf
2013 – 2019 Paul Fritsch
2019 – present Wim Blokker

BTEC Site & Operations Managers
(Previous Site Managers: Juan Reinoso and R.J. Claassen)
2019-present Robert Bacon

Three early Humble employees clown around 
in front of the refinery’s medical office, the first 
hospital camp 1919. 
Humble Oil photo archives, 
Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown

100 years

In an effort to improve public health and lower the risk of  cancer, Baytown community 
organizations are partnering with The University of  Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center and 
ExxonMobil to launch Be Well Baytown. Knowing that more than half  of  cancers may be 
prevented by applying knowledge and tools available today, the mission of  Be Well Baytown is to 
promote wellness and lower cancer risk.

Made possible by a $10 million gift announced by ExxonMobil in 2014, MD Anderson is 
teaming up with Baytown schools, workplaces, social service agencies and others to launch the 
initiative. It is the most comprehensive community-driven health initiative of  its kind in the 
United States focused on cancer prevention and control.

Be Well Baytown will provide the community with information, services and activities to 
promote healthy lifestyles. It plans to reach more than 70,000 residents and will include the 
delivery of  more than 475,000 pounds of  fresh fruits and vegetables for individuals in need over 
three years, educational health events, community-wide walking clubs, and youth programming 
during and after school.

“By joining forces at work, in classrooms, and all around our community to make our health 
a priority, we can improve the lives of  our families and neighbors,” Dan Helgesen, ExxonMobil 
Baytown refinery manager, said.

Be Well Baytown is an initiative of  MD Anderson’s Cancer Prevention and Control Platform, 
which is part of  the institution’s Moon Shots Program, an ambitious effort to reduce cancer 
deaths by more rapidly developing and implementing advances in prevention, early detection and 
treatment based on scientific discoveries.

“Baytown community leaders have made an extraordinary commitment to take action to 
improve the health and well-being of  our neighbors,” said Marshall E. Hicks, M.D., president ad 
interim of  MD Anderson. “A critical step in ending cancer is to prevent it whenever possible, and, 
thanks to the support of  ExxonMobil, we look forward to working with the Baytown community 
toward this goal.” Organizations participating in Be Well Baytown include the following: 

Be Well Baytown

Baytown/West Chambers County 
   Econ. Dev. Foundation
Baytown Chamber of  Commerce
City of  Baytown
Communities In Schools 
   of  Baytown
Goose Creek Consolidated ISD

Harris County Public Health
Harris Health System
Hearts and Hands of  Baytown, 
   a ministry of  Iglesia Cristo Viene
Houston Methodist 
   Baytown Hospital
Lee College

Love Network of  Baytown
Our Promise for West Baytown      
United Way of  Greater Baytown 
   Area & Chambers County
YMCA of  Greater Houston

October 30, 2017

Baytown community launches Be Well Baytown initiative 
led by MD Anderson and ExxonMobil

Humble creates,
gives hospital

Humble established a refinery 
hospital in the 1920’s and hired 
Dr. Charles M. Aves to run the 
medical department. The company 
gave $500,000 in 1944 and 
another $750,000 in 1946 for the 
construction of  a new hospital in 
the area. The hospital opened on 
Decker Drive in Baytown in 1948 
as San Jacinto Memorial Hospital, 
later joining the Methodist hospital 
system, now known as Houston 
Methodist Baytown Hospital.
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Humble Service Station, 1930s
Humble Oil photo archives, Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown

Produced by Humble, the “Blockbusters from Oil” comic book provided an 
educational look at how refinery products contributed to the war effort.
ExxonMobil archives

Experiencing a shortage of workers in World 
War II, the Refinery hired women. Pictured is 
Winifred Brown, who worked in the Refinery 
Machine Shop.
ExxonMobil archives

Even Humble employee 
handbooks promoted support 
for the war.
ExxonMobil archives

The billionth 
gallon 1944
ExxonMobil archives
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LWL, INC. EMPLOYEES CONGRATULATE
EXXONMOBIL EMPLOYEES ON A CENTURY

OF SERVICE TO OUR GREAT COUNTRY!

Write for a chance to win a 
share of  ExxonMobil stock

Courtesy of  Kay and Jay Eshbach, you could win a share of  ExxonMobil stock. Write 
your favorite memory of  anything to do with Humble, Exxon or ExxonMobil and email: 
carol.skewes@baytownsun.com by no later than September 30.

This could be a story of  your own, a story from your parent(s), or from a friend or 
co-worker. It could be a story of  how Humble somehow touched your life through its 
community efforts over the past 100 years.

Ten lucky winners will each receive one share of  ExxonMobil stock in their name.

An historic Humble Oil & Refining 

Company stock certificate for 100 

shares.

ExxonMobil archives

World Oil & Gas Council names ExxonMobil 
Large Cap Company and Explorer of  the Year

Reprinted from January 2019 Greater Baytown 
magazine, a publication of The Baytown Sun

ExxonMobil has been named 2018 Large Cap Company 
of  the Year and Explorer of  the Year by the World Oil and 
Gas Council in recognition of  excellence and innovation in the 
global energy industry.

Brad Corson, president of  ExxonMobil Upstream Ventures, 
accepted the award for Large Cap Company of  the Year. 
Corson said, “We are honored to be recognized as an industry 
leader and are confident that the growth strategy we are 
currently implementing will drive long-term shareholder value 
and industry-leading returns. This award is a reflection of  the 
dedication of  our employees and their daily commitment to 
excellence.”

During the year, ExxonMobil announced a number of  
discoveries, acquisitions and other activities around the world. 
The company’s industry-leading portfolio underpins aggressive 
growth plans. These opportunities span all of  the corporation’s 
business lines and represent the most attractive investment 
portfolio since the Exxon and Mobil merger.

ExxonMobil was also the recipient of  the Explorer of  the 
Year award for the second year in a row.

“We appreciate the Council’s recognition of  our efforts to 

add the highest quality resources to our development portfolio 
as well as continuing to build on our leading acreage position,” 
said Steve Greenlee, president of  ExxonMobil Exploration 
Company. “Particularly encouraging this year was our drilling 
success in Guyana as well as capture of  a large number of  
quality drilling opportunities in Brazil.”

Important activities during the year include:
UPSTREAM

• Building quickly on its acquisition of  companies owned by 
the Bass family of  Fort Worth, the company has significantly 
accelerated operations and now has 42 rigs operating in the 
Permian Basin, more than any other in the industry and has 
announced plans to triple production by 2025. Even with this 
rapid expansion, the company announced targets to reduce 
flaring and methane emissions.

• Only months after ExxonMobil’s entry into Mozambique’s 
offshore Area 4 block, Mozambique Rovuma Venture 
submitted the development plan for the first phase of  the 
Rovuma LNG project, which will produce, liquefy and market 
natural gas from the Mamba fields.

• In Brazil, the company completed the purchase of  interest 
in the BM-S-8 block offshore Brazil, which contains part of  
the more than 2-billion-barrel, pre-salt Carcara oil field. In 
addition, ExxonMobil expanded its deepwater portfolio in the 

country to approximately 2.3 million net acres.
ExxonMobil commenced operations at its new 1.5 million 

ton-per-year ethane cracker at the company’s integrated 
Baytown chemical and refining complex in July. 

The new cracker, part of  ExxonMobil’s Growing the Gulf  
initiative, will provide ethylene feedstock to new performance 
polyethylene lines at the company’s Mont Belvieu plastics plant, 
which began production in the fall of  2017. The Mont Belvieu 
plant is one of  the largest polyethylene plants in the world, with 
manufacturing capacity of  about 1.3 million tons per year. 

Together, the Baytown ethane cracker and Mont Belvieu 
plant represent ExxonMobil’s largest chemical investment in the 
U.S. to date. Operations associated with the Baytown and Mont 
Belvieu projects are expected to increase regional economic 
activity by roughly $870 million per year and generate more 
than $90 million per year in local tax revenues. The two projects 
have created more than 10,000 construction jobs, 4,000 jobs in 
nearby communities and 350 permanent positions. 

 The company’s more than $20 billion Growing the Gulf  
expansion program consists of  major chemical, refining, 
lubricant and liquefied natural gas projects at proposed new 
and existing facilities along the Texas and Louisiana coasts. 
Investments began in 2013 and are expected to continue 
through at least 2022.



The extension from Goose Creek to the Humble 
Baytown Refinery was completed in August 1919. The line 
was constructed to connect the newly discovered Goose 
Creek oilfield and the Baytown refinery of  Humble Oil 
and Refining Company with the Texas and New Orleans 
at Dayton. The line was profitable enough, primarily from 
moving petroleum products, to pay for itself  in eight years. 
In 1926 it reported passenger earnings of  $5,000 and freight 
earnings of  $157,000. In 1926 Sterling sold the Dayton-
Goose Creek to the Southern Pacific, which leased it to 
the Texas and New Orleans for operation. ExxonMobil 
Baytown Refinery continued to use this line several times a 
day in August 2019, making the 100th anniversary.

1918 
Wallace Everette Pratt (1885–1981) was the first 

geologist hired by the Humble Oil and Refining Company 
and pioneered the application of  scientific principles to 
finding oil. By 1919, at Pratt’s instigation, Humble had 
hired ten geologists, established a research laboratory in 
Houston, and was well on the way to becoming the nation’s 
largest oil producer. The company’s production rose from 
less than eight million barrels in 1920 to seventeen million 
barrels three years later, and by the mid-1930s Humble had 
more than twice as many reserves as its nearest competitor 
Known for discovering the fields at Mexia, King Ranch, 
Alaska’s Prudhoe Bay, Pratt was elected to the Humble 
board of  directors and as vice president. Leaving Humble 
in 1942 he moved to New York to become a director and 
member of  the executive committee of  Standard Oil of  
New Jersey. He retired from Standard in 1946

1918 
Ross Sterling purchased 100 acres west of  the Goose 

Creek-Dayton Railroad right-of-way for $90,000 from 
Price Pruett. Sterling and Pruitt started their financial 
relationship with the building of  the DGC Rail Road in 1917 
and jointly created the Goose Creek Town-site, along with 
the Guaranty Citizens State Bank. To encourage stable and 
constant development, Sterling stipulated that merchants 
must construct brick and plaster buildings. He owned the 
Goose Creek Electric Power system and the Goose Creek 
Water System; and he gave land for the Goose Creek-Harris 
County Library. The Goose Creek Realty Company office 
served as the local depot for freight, but there were no train 
passengers permitted until June 15, 1920. The Sterling and 
Pruett families were old friends from Dayton and Liberty. 

1918 
Eugene Holman, (1895–1962), left the USGS to work 

as a geologist with Humble Oil and Refining Company 
and in 1926 moved to Houston as chief  geologist for 
Humble. His oil-finding ability soon attracted the attention 
of  officials in the Standard Oil Company of  New Jersey, 
the major stockholder of  Humble. He moved to New 
York City in 1929 and was sent to Venezuela to evaluate 
Jersey Standard’s unsuccessful operations in that country. 
His recommendations for improvement and expansion 
were followed, and he became an officer or director of  

six of  Jersey Standard’s Latin-American affiliates. Holman 
was elected a director of  Jersey Standard in 1940, a vice 
president in 1942, and president in 1944. In December 
1945 he was named chairman of  the executive committee 
of  Jersey Standard while continuing as chief  executive 
officer, a position he held until his retirement in 1960. 
In 1954 he was elected chairman of  the board of  Jersey 
Standard. During his long administration of  the company, 
many Humble executives were brought to New York to 
head various departments of  Standard. In 1947 his picture 
appeared on the cover of  Time magazine. During his 
administration Standard Oil of  New Jersey secured vast oil 
concessions in the Middle East.

Standard Oil Company of  New Jersey

1919 
In February the Humble board doubled the number of  

shares authorized and sold fifty percent of  its stock for $17 
million to the Standard Oil Company of  New Jersey. This 
initiated Humble’s long-term connection with the company 
that made Humble Oil & Refinery a major player. Standard 
Oil always wanted a big stake in Texas oil, Humble was 
it. The Standard Oil (Ohio) started in Cleveland under 
the direction John D. Rockefeller, Samuel Andrews and 
O. M. Payne, building the world’s largest refinery in 1870. 
The Rockefeller and Andrews Oil Company organized in 
1862 was the first company. In 1882 Rockefeller and his 
associates created The Standard Oil Trust consisting of  
forty acquired and their chartered oil companies, moving 
the trust headquarters from Cleveland to New York City 
in 1885. In 1911 following a landmark U.S. Supreme Court 
decision, the Standard Oil Trust was ordered to create 
thirty-four unrelated companies. Rockefeller kept the 
Standard Oil Company of  New Jersey that was founded in 
1882 and from 1899 until 1911 was Rockefeller’s holding 
company.

“Take us over, hell! We’re going 
to take over the Standard.”

Sterling was challenged many times why he made the deal 
that turned out to be the catalyst for Humble to join the 
world stage. William S. Farish became good friends with 
Walter Teagle, the famous Standard CEO while serving 
on the Petroleum Committee of  the Council of  National 
Defense. When Sterling and Farish were discussing 
financing a needed refinery, Farish asked about Standard 
since they had deep pocketbooks. Sterling replied: “I don’t 
give a continental damn if  you get it from the czar of  Russia 
or the emperor of  Germany, just so we have the money”. 
The board had been trying unsatisfactorily to raise refinery 
funding for at least two years and Sterling was ready to 
build. The deal left Humble leadership with a remarkable 
level of  independence for decades to come.

1919 
Hines Holt Baker, Sr. (1893–1982) joined Humble in 1919 

after military service and practicing law in Beaumont. From 
1919 until 1937 he was in the Humble legal department, 
where he pioneered the development of  legal policies 
regarding oil leases, conservation, and the selling and 
handling of  crude oil. Baker became a director in 1937 and 

then vice president under his mentor, Harry C. Weiss, as 
an expert on conservation and oil-production regulations. 
From May 10, 1948, to April 29, 1957, he served as 
president and CEO of  Humble. During his administration 
Humble became first in Texas gasoline sales and expanded 
exploration and production of  oil, automation in pipelines, 
and petrochemistry. Baker championed the position of  
Texas in the Tidelands Controversy. From May 1957 until 
his retirement at the end of  1958, he was vice president, 
executive vice president and director of  Standard Oil 
Company 

July 1918 
The Humble board of  directors voted to build a refinery 

near their Goose Creek oilfield production that would also 
be sourced by their pipelines and with oil transported from 
the oilfields of  Humble, Dayton, Batson, and Conroe on 
the Dayton-Goose Railroad. The board wanted the refinery 
to turn out at least 2500 barrels a day, but early returns were 
1759 to 2000 a day.

1919 
In the fall of  1919 construction commenced on the 

Humble refinery, originally planned as a lubricant plant, on 
the 2,200 acres on the Houston Ship Channel in the William 
Scott survey, near the original Baytown that dated to 1858. 
The land was old farm and ranch land used for cattle, 200 
acres of  corn and rice cultivation. Due to 100 days of  rain, 
the old rice fields flooded causing construction delays. The 
refinery docks were originally wooden, but after a fire in 
1920, they were replaced by concrete docks, 600 feet by 40 
feet, in 1921.

January 28, 1919 
Goose Creek citizens voted to incorporate and elected 

the first Mayor W. E. Bussey who organized the city 
government in April. 

1919 
Charles Marion Aves (1881–1944), neurosurgeon and 

pioneer in industrial medicine, founded the Humble 
medical department and served as its chief  of  staff. He was 
a founder of  Hermann Hospital and served as neurological 
surgeon at Jefferson Davis Hospital, Baytown Hospital and 
St. Joseph’s Infirmary.
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Baytown Refinery First Baseball Team circa 1920
Humble Oil photo archives, Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown

Humble Community Hall built in 1924
Humble Oil photo archives, Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown

Humble Hospital
Humble Oil photo archives, Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown

ExxonMobil Corp. made a $50,000 donation to the 2014 Baytown Mayor and ExxonMobil 
Summer Youth Work Program.  

The program is designed to foster leadership and team building in at-risk youth who 
attend school and/or live in the Goose Creek CISD area. 

Over the past seven years, the program has served over 175 students who have worked 
in various city departments.  Job duties include typing, filing, shredding, cleaning public 
areas, painting, mowing and landscaping, among other things.  The goal of  the program is 
to help reduce the high school dropout rate by providing educational support to students 
16 to 18 years old by exposing them to many career opportunities.  

Of  the 175 students served, all have graduated high school and over 70 percent have 
continued to college.

ExxonMobil donates to city youth program
By Eleska Aubespin, Reprinted from The Baytown Sun, May 29, 2014

ExxonMobil has donated 
$60,000 to help support 
environmental education 
and ecology programs at 
Baytown’s wetlands and 
nature centers.

Specifically, $30,000 will 
go toward the Eddie V. 
Gray Wetlands Education 
and Recreation Center’s 
wetlands ecology program, 
and $30,000 will support the 
Baytown Nature Center’s 
environmental education 
programs.

“We are proud to be able 
to partner with the City 
of  Baytown on these two 
incredible environmental 
programs,” said Deedra 
Moe, ExxonMobil 
spokeswoman.

“Certainly it is a pleasure 
to be able to have these 
things right in our backyard 
and we are excited for the 
educational opportunities 
that come with these 
programs,” Moe said. 

At the nature center, 
donated funds will help 
cover the cost of  a naturalist, 
an assistant naturalist, Tyke 
Hike, educational supplies, 

and interpretive signs.
This is the 12th year 

ExxonMobil had funded 
the Nature Center program. 

The naturalist and 
assistant naturalist provide 
an educational presence 
at Baytown’s nature center 
and present informative 
talks to groups, including 
safety presentations on 
venomous snakes and 
insects to industries and city 
departments.

Naturalists also arrange 
several volunteer and Boy 
Scout projects at the nature 
center, and have assisted 
with fifth grade and seventh 
grade programs.

ExxonMobil’s donation to 
the Eddie V. Gray Wetlands 
Education Center’s wetlands 
ecology program funds 
the fifth-grade program, 
including personnel costs 
and educational supplies.

Funds are also used to 
update and upgrade the 
exhibits in the Bob Craig 
Exhibit Hall’s “Wetlands 
Ecology Trail.”

This is the 15th year 
of  the wetlands ecology 

program and every fifth-
grader in Goose Creek 
CISD participates in the 
program each year.

During the morning 
session, youth are taught 
about the wetlands and their 
benefits. 

After lunch, youth travel 
to the Baytown Nature 
Center to experience 
firsthand what they learned 
at the Wetlands Center.

ExxonMobil, over the past 
15 years, has contributed 
$950,000 to support the 
city’s environmental efforts. 

Those donations have 
included $25,000 for the 
purchase of  wetlands center 
property, $25,000 for the 
ExxonMobil Learning Trail, 
and $25,000 to build the 
children’s nature discovery 
area at the Baytown Nature 
Center.

“ExxonMobil is a great 
corporate partner with our 
city and always has been,” 
said Baytown City Mayor 
Stephen DonCarlos. 

“These are great 
programs and you spent 
your money wisely.”

ExxonMobil donates $60,000 to city
By Eleska Aubespin, Reprinted from The Baytown Sun, April 17, 2014

Refiner of  the Year Awardees

1987 Fred Hartman
1988 Brenda Dykes, 
 Travis Elementary Principal
1989 Emmett Hutto
1990 Fritz Lanham
1991 Bob Gillette
1992 Bill Conway
1993 Charles Shaffer
1994 Bill Cates 
 (frequent platelet donor)
1995 Lee College 
 Honors Program
1996 Eddie Gray
1997 Flora Wilhite
1998 Bobby Rountree
1999 Cleo Gresham, Habitat for 
 Humanity volunteer
2000 Janet Simon
2001 John Tucker

2002  Jean Shepherd
2003  West Baytown Civic Assoc. 
 (Fred Aguilar)
2004 Margie Hartrick
2005  Ruben deHoyos
2006 Wanda Mitchell
2007 Doug Huddle
2008 Joyce Pennington
2009  Don Murray
2010  Pete Alfaro
2011 Billy Barnett
2012 Ronnie Anderson
2013 Wayne Gray
2014 Tracey Wheeler
2015 Lee College 
 Veterans Center
2016  Sandra Bell
2017  Terry Sain
2018 Mayor Stephen DonCarlos

ExxonMobil recognizes community 
leaders that have gone out of their 
way to make life better for everyone 
around them since 1987. From left are 
Mont Belvieu Plastics Plant Manager 
Paul Fritsch, Refinery Manager Dan 
Helgesen, 2016 ExxonMobil Refiner of 
the Year Sandra Bell, Chemical Plant 
manager Bob Catudal and Baytown 
Olefins Plant Manager Woody Paul.

100 years



Big Humble Refinery 
To Be Running in June 

Houston Tex. The new refinery of  the Humble Oil 
8 Refining Co capacity of  10,000 barrels a day will be in 
operation early in June according to information from the 
company The plant is being erected at Baytown on the 
Ship Channel Docks for the refinery have been completed 
for some time A town is being built around the refinery to 
house employees.                               Petroleum Age, 1920

Humble Oil and Refining Co a 50 percent interest in the 
capital stock of  this company was acquired in March 1919. 
Company has 233 producing wells in Texas and Louisiana 
and 123 producing wells in Oklahoma and has upwards of  
801,011 acres under lease in the three lease in the three. 

Standard Oil Company of  New Jersey purchased 50% 
of  Humble for 17 million. In the Proven Fields Hull West 
Columbia and Goose Creek are the most active districts in 
the Gulf  Coast with Humble showing increasing activity 
since some good wells were completed there recently in 
the deep sand territory by the Texas Co. The shallower part 
of  the field is showing a lot of  activity by many different 
interests. The deep sand territory is under lease principally 
by the Texas Co.                                Petroleum Age, 1920

December 1919 
Walter C Teagle. Standard Oil Co of  New Jersey 

President, Arthur Corwin Carter Oil President and R. M. 
Young Carter Oil Vice President, Commodore Darnell, 
Ohio Oil Co. President and other officials of  these 
companies inspected the Humble Oil & Refining Co.’s new 
refinery at Baytown and other coastal properties.

Jan. 1920 Petroleum Age reported: 
Mile Deep Test Planned At Goose Creek it is stated that 

EF Simms & Co are planning to drill a deep test with a 
mile as the limit in the center of  its Sweet lease upon which 
several big wells were completed of  which one was the 
famous Sweet Sixteen No 16 Sweet which was a mammoth 
gusher As is known by all coastal operators Goose Creek is 
the only coastal field in which the salt rock has never been 
found and for that reason there are theories of  deeper pay 
than any yet found there.

 The Sinclair refinery was also running 5,000 barrels 
crude a day its present capacity which will ultimately 
increase to 20,000 Near Goose Creek on the bay at 
Baytown the Humble Oil & Refining Co is building a large 
new refinery which will be one of  the largest and most 
modern in the United States Then there are several smaller 
refineries which began building during the year including 
the Deep Water Oil Refineries with a charging capacity of  
3,000 barrels the Crescent Oil 8 Refining Co building a 
plant of  1,200 barrels the Walker Oil & Refining Co 1,000 
barrels and Monroe & Hughs 600 barrels All these are in 
Houston territory on ship channel Besides these several 
important interests during the year sites on the channel for 
future refineries The White Oil Corp build a large refinery 
at Texas City tidewater The Empire Refineries has a site 

on the ship channel the Marland Refining Co Circle Co 
Columbian Refining Co Louisiana Oil 81 Producing Co and 
Keene Wolfe Besides this many of  the refineries increased 
their capacity made other improvements during year

Tool Pusher New Truck Invention Wichita Falls Tex 
The Wichita Motor Co is preparing to put on the market 
a special car to be known as the oil field tool pusher It 
will carry three passengers and 1,000 lbs of  materials The 
machine a light truck is built on specifications furnished 
by the Humble Oil 8 Refining Co and is designed by 
experienced oil men who seek to have their own needs 
supplied

1920: 10,000,000 
automobiles on U.S. 
roads needed gasoline.
1920s 

Walter Charles Trout of  Lufkin Industries designed and 
manufactured an oil-well pump unit for the Humble Oil 
& Refinery Company that was used in the Goose Creek 
oilfield. This pump gave Humble an advantage over other 
companies for many years. Walter Charles Trout, a former 
sawmill-machinery salesman for the firm that became Allis-
Chalmers Company of  Milwaukee, Wisconsin, joined the 
Lufkin Foundry and Machine Company, Lufkin, Texas. in 
1905. 

1920 
Florence Sterling became Humble secretary, a position 

that she retained until her retirement in 1925. During her 
years at R. S. Sterling and at Humble she also served a brief  
term as vice president of  the Harris County Building and 
Loan Association. After leaving Humble Florence Sterling 
advocated political equality for women and held presidential 
office in a number of  organizations that promoted voting 
rights and responsibilities for women, including the 
Houston Suffrage League, the Women’s Political League 
of  Houston, the Houston League of  Women Voters, and 
the Texas Women’s Democratic League. In Houston she 
founded The Woman’s Viewpoint, a progressive woman’s 
magazine with an all-female editorial staff. The first issue 
featured a photo of  founder and editor Florence Mary 
Sterling on the cover. She publicized women’s achievements 

and stressed their obligation to participate in civic and 
political affairs. She especially urged women to exercise 
their newly won right to vote and to channel their moral 
sensibilities into an effective force for clean government, 
strong prohibition and drug-enforcement laws, and world 
peace.

April 21, 1920 
The refinery construction was finally completed on San 

Jacinto Day at a cost of  $10 million, ten times the original 
estimate, but the capacity was expanded to 10,000 barrels. 
There were twenty atmospheric crude stills, sixteen Burton 
pressure stills, and four steam stills. The equipment was state 
of  the art including the Burton pressure stills invented in 
1912 by Dr. William M. Burton chief  chemist for Standard 
Oil Co. of  Indiana. This still produced a larger percentage 
of  motor fuel. The automobile industry considered it a 
savior for without it gasoline production would have not 
kept up with demand and the price of  motor fuel would 
have been exorbitant. 

May 11, 1920 
Humble Day

May 11, 1920 is considered to be Humble Day for the first 
atmospheric stills were charged to start production at the 
Humble Refinery in Baytown. Oil charged to reeunvacum 
stills produced kerosene and naphtha. On May 1 Jimmy 
Carroll and Claude Burto organized the interdepartmental 
baseball program. The first game held as part of  Humble 
Day featured the Humble Refinery vs. Houston Home 
Office, refinery workers won 1-0.

1920 
Humble’s Houston’s home office, in Houston, was a 

nine-story office building at Main and Polk constructed in 
1920–21. In 1934–35 a fifteen-story building was added on 
the same block, and in 1940 expanded again.

Oil Tanker SS Baytown at dock, 1922
Humble Oil photo archives, Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown
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Humble Day, May 1920
Humble Oil photo archives, Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown

The No. 1 wooden dock burned in 1920 and was replaced with concrete.
ExxonMobil archives

The No. 1 wooden dock was difficult 
to build, mainly because access was 
across a quicksand swamp.
ExxonMobil archives

Due to the energy crisis of the early 1970s, carpooling became a popular option for employees, including from 
left, Dan Foley, Kris Ramanadhan, Tom Altman, Bill Schultz, Rob Casagrande and Sharon Novak.
ExxonMobil archives

In January 1977, a fired occurred at Dock 2 as the 
Exxon San Francisco was loading gasoline, but the fire 
was under control in about two hours.

ExxonMobil archives

The Refinery 
continued 
to help with 
community 
activities 
during the 
1950s. 
Pictured 
are riggers 
helping 
erect beams 
for Grace 
Methodist 
Church.

100 years



100 yearsSunday, September 22, 2019 The Baytown Sun 11

Salutes

100 YEARS

Five high school seniors received Chamber of Commerce scholarships during the Partners in 
Education Luncheon. From left are Gary Englert, chairman of the board; Donna Woolsey, Partners 
In Education Committee chair, students Kahlin Howard and Walker Wheeland, Ross S. Sterling; 
Nohemy Vazquez, Goose Creek Memorial; Isabel Avalos, Robert E. Lee; Hannah Williams, Goose 
Creek Memorial; and scholarship selection chairman Robert Hoskins.

By Eleska Aubespin

Reprinted from May 13, 2015

For the second consec-
utive year, ExxonMobil 
Baytown Technology and 
Engineering Complex 
has earned the Partner of 
the Year Award during 
the Baytown Chamber of 
Commerce’s 27th annual 
Partners in Education rec-
ognition lunch Tuesday.

ExxonMobil BTEC also 
won the honor last year 
and prior to that, the divi-
sion earned Partner of the 
Year in 2011. 

“We are thrilled to re-
ceive the Partner of the 
Year Award from the 
Baytown Chamber of 
Commerce,” stated Exxon-
Mobil Baytown Technol-
ogy & Engineering Com-
plex Site Manager Juan 
Reinoso. 

“Working closely with 
Robert E. Lee High School, 
our volunteers have spent 
hundreds of hours in the 
classroom leading science, 
technology, engineering 

and math initiatives,” Re-
inoso said. “Our goal is 
for every student to be ac-
ademically successful and 
college or career ready. We 
sincerely appreciate Lee 
High School for 26 years 
of a wonderful partner-
ship.”  

Lori Yarbrough, partners 
in education coordinator at 
Lee High School, thanked 
ExxonMobil for every-
thing it does on campus 
and for students.

“They donate so much of 
their time and so much of 
their money,” Yarbrough 
said. “So many efforts go 
into what makes a school 
and communities make a 
school and we depend on 
our community and that’s 
ExxonMobil.”

During the luncheon, 
other long-term partner-
ships were also recognized 
for their dedication to ed-
ucation. 

The Baytown Sun cel-
ebrated its 25-year anni-
versary with Goose Creek 

CISD’s Public Relations 
Department, as well as the 
Service League’s partner-
ship with GCCISD’s Nurs-
es Department.

Recognized for 20-year 
partnerships were Com-
munity Resource Credit 
Union and Lamar Elemen-
tary, LCY Elastomers and 
Harlem Elementary, and 
ECO Services and Carver 
Elementary.

And celebrating 10 years 
was Community Toyo-
ta and Highlands Junior 
School.

“There is nothing more 
rewarding than making a 
difference in a child’s life 
and that is what each of you 
is doing on a regular ba-
sis,”  said Tracey S. Wheel-
er, president and CEO of 
the Baytown Chamber of 
Commerce.

“Nothing motivates a 
child more than when learn-
ing is valued by schools, 
families and community 
working together in part-
nership,” Wheeler said. 

ExxonMobil Technology 
and Engineering 2015 
chamber Partner of  Year

2015 Baytown Sun photo by Eleska Aubespin

Continued on Page 14
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snclavalin.com

100 years ago

We’re proud to have been a part of this journey since 1966 and look 
forward to supporting Exxon in developing and maintaining world class 
facilities on the US Gulf Coast and beyond.

Happy Centennial and congratulations from your friends at SNC-Lavalin.

 > The first non-stop transatlantic flight took place. 

 > The American Petroleum Institute (API) was founded.

 > The treaty of Versailles was signed, officially ending WWI. 

 > Oregon passed the nation’s first per-gallon gas tax. It was a penny. 

 > There were 6,679,133 registered cars in the US. 

 >
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ExxonMobil came to Baytown.



“These forms of involve-
ment do not happen by ac-
cident or even by invitation. 
They happen by explicit 
strategic intervention.”

In Baytown, the ongoing 
project between businesses 
and schools began in 1987 
as an Adopt-A-School pilot 
program with three adop-
tions to determine wheth-
er or not businesses could 
make a difference in edu-
cation.

Eventually, the program 
was renamed Partners in 
Education and now has 37 
partnerships.

The program also in-
cludes one private school 
and several programs of 
GCCISD, such as the nurs-
ing and public relations 

departments and more 
streamlined career focused 
education courses.

This year’s partnerships 
include two new elemen-
tary school campuses that 
opened in the fall. Bayer 
Baytown Industrial Park 
has partnered with Johnny 
T. Clark Elementary and 
Woodforest National Bank 
is partnering with Dr. An-
tonio Banuelos Elementary.

Wheeler noted the part-
nership program has not 
only involved monetary in-
vestment by businesses but 
volunteer hours as well. 

“There are many busi-
ness representatives in the 
classrooms on a daily ba-
sis,” Wheeler said. “In fact, 
there are more than 20,000 
volunteer hours that have 
been contributed to the pro-

gram.”
Experts bring various 

skills to the classroom, in-
cluding engineering, ac-
counting, sciences, health 
services, law enforcement, 
technical vocation and 
more.

Also at Tuesday’s cham-
ber luncheon, eight students 
received scholarships rang-
ing from $1,250 to $2,000.

Scholarship winners 
were chosen from about 60 
applicants and exemplify 
what the Baytown cham-
ber believes to be a “Future 
Baytown Leader.”

Students receiving 
$2,000 Baytown Chamber 
scholarships were Isabel 
Avalos from Robert E. 
Lee High School; Kah-
lin Howard and Walker 
Wheeland from Ross S. 

Sterling High School; and 
Hannah Williams and No-
hemy Cruz Vazquez from 
Goose Creek Memorial 
High School.

The Jesse Navarre Me-
morial Scholarships to Lee 
College are awarded to one 
high school senior from 
each district high school 
and each receives a $1,250 
scholarship.

Students who received 
the memorial scholarship 
were Alondra Mendoza 
from Robert E. Lee High 
School; Kaitlin Whitehead 
from Ross S. Sterling High 
School; and Renee Moore 
from Goose Creek Memo-
rial High School.

Senior Walker Whee-
land is honored that a lo-
cal business is investing 
in area students. Wheeland 

plans to become an electri-
cal engineer using comput-
er aided drafting.

“I am very appreciative 
of it and very thankful for 
them supporting my future 
in education,” Wheeland 
said. 

Parents Lori Wheeland 
and Kelly Price were ex-

cited and said their son 
worked hard in school.

“It’s wonderful they do 
this for the students of the 
area,” Lori Wheeland said 
about the Baytown Cham-
ber of Commerce scholar-
ship. “He is well deserving 
of it and I’m very proud of 
him,” Price added.
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Tracey S. Wheeler
President & CEO

Baytown Chamber of 
Commmerce

Steve DonCarlos
Chairman of the Board
Reid, Strickland,
Gillettee, LLP

Happy 100th Anniversary

Thank you for being 
an outstanding 

Chamber & Community Partner

MOVING ONWARD
Baytown, Texas

Baytown Chamber of Commerce
1300 Rollingbrook, Suite 400

281/422-8359   www.baytownchamber.com

Lil’ Miss Humble Day Winners, 1969
Humble Oil photo archives, Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown

Education Partners of  the Year
Continued from Page 11

Congratulations ExxonMobil Baytown 
on your Centennial Anniversary.

Thank you for your generosity in giving both fi nancially and 
in sweat equity, you have been a big part of Baytown Habitat 

for Humanity’s story for over 25 years.

Greater

BAYTOWNLIFE ALONG THE TEXAS GULF COAST

October 2018

$3.95

ExxonMobil

Trailblazer
Meet the company’s new

chemical plant manager

Kate Lightfoot

ExxonMobil now has their 

first female plant manager in the 

chemical plant refinery.

Kate Lightfoot is a native 

Arkansan and is paving the way 

for fellow women in the oil and 

gas industry.

Photo by Emily Russell, 

ExxonMobil Public and 

Government Affairs Advisor

Greater 
Baytown 
is a monthly
magazine
featuring
Life Along 
the Gulf Coast
with
petrochemical
editions in
January
April
July and
October.

Call to advertise
281-422-8302

A publication of

www.baytownsun.com

The

SunBaytown



Dayton Goose Creek RR 
makes grand entry Houston Tex

Houston Tex. The 23 mile railroad from Dayton to 
Goose Creek Goose Creek’s only railroad now is carrying 
passengers the first train having completed its trip amid 
a lively reception The line which does a big oil company 
business has been carrying freight for almost a year and a 
half. As high as 160 cars a day have been run over the route. 

Petroleum Age, Oct. 1920

Oct 1 1921 
Gulf  Coast Is Optimistic
Period of  Ups and Downs Believed Over
Export Expected to Increase 
Refineries Run Full Blast
New Production Continues to Come in Fast
By L W BABBITT
“As to the future of  conditions in coastal fields it is quite 

evident that really big production of  the country is yet to be 
brought in. Only a few days ago I was with Miss Florence 
Sterling an official of  the Humble Oil & Refining Co who 
with her brothers founded this branch of  the Standard Oil 
Co in around Houston. She was in her private office in the 
new Humble building, the largest office building in Texas. 
Unless we believed in a much future in this part of  Texas 

we never would have invested so large a sum in permanent 
improvements she said. Miss Sterling is an optimist but she 
is conservative. She believes the widespread expectancy of  
better times is well founded and will be borne out by future 
developments, but with a refreshing knowledge of  world 
conditions gleaned from assiduous study, she gave me the 
impression that improvement will be gradual. She believes 
the oil industry has passed the roughest places for she said, 
We have taken our medicine others must take theirs.”

Petroleum Age, 1921

May 11, 1921 
The Humble Refinery Band debuted at the Refinery Day 

held at Sylvan Beach in La Porte, a popular site for many 
years. By the end of  the year the company had constructed 
sixty-seven concrete houses, thirty-four framed cottages 
and many portable buildings that were occupied by Humble 
employees.

1921 
The Humble Bee, the refinery and Humble Company 

magazine, began in March. It was suspended during the 
depression and was replaced by a newsletter format, The 
Humble Club, in 1935, but resumed publication in 1936 to 
1958. Another name for a refinery newsletter was Baytown 
Briefs that was a publication concerning Baytown refinery 
only. Humble’s other publications were The Humble Way, 
The Humble Sales Lubricator and The Farm Family.

1923 
Humble platted subdivisions, laid out streets, provided 

utilities, sold lots, and even furnished financing for 
employees’ homes. Humble furnished housing for its 
supervisors and skilled employees in a special company 
addition. 

1924 
The Humble Community House, a company facility, 

opened and was used for church services, dances, live 
entertainment, holiday parties, amateur boxing contests, 
movies and club meetings including the Baytown Country 
Club, Veterans of  Foreign Wars, the Baytown Volunteer 
Fire Department, and several Women’s Clubs. When 
it opened Humble estimated 275 people used it daily. It 
served employees through the1960s until it was torn down 
for a new oil tank farm. 

1924 
Humble established the Refinery’s Development 

Department that worked with The Massachusetts Institute 
of  Technology to produce more gasoline from cracking 
crude oil hydrocarbons. MIT’s research assisted Humble 
in being on the cutting edge of  technology. Another fire 
destroyed the horse and mule corrals.

1925 
Due to the rising business at Humble’s docks, the Port 

of  Baytown Custom House was established with Mr. F. 
W. Long as Administrative Deputy, Collector of  Customs. 
This saved the ships a delay in Galveston to visit the custom 
house.

1925 
The refinery capacity increased to 50,000 barrels of  

crude oil a day. C. I. Fortinberry was the mayor of  Goose 
Creek, “A Landlocked Harbor, Where the Ship Channel 
meets the Sea.” The Goose Creek Power Plant was sold to 
Houston Lighting and Power Co. Pelly’s Mayor F. T. Pelly 
announced that Chas Trifton who started the Pelly Light 
Co. would obtain direct electricity from the old Humble 
Company power plant in the field.

1925 
To further assist their workers and retain the workforce 

required to operate the refinery, Humble expanded their 
housing efforts and provided home loans. They sold lots to 
workers and business, 600 lots on 34 blocks on 119 acres, 
Southwest of  the refinery. R. L. Roaper took applications. 
Poor drainage delayed the East Baytown addition but 
progress continued throughout 1926 with company 
financing.

Ross Sterling 
leaves the company

Ross Sterling (1875–1949) sold his Humble interests, 
became a major Houston real estate developer, and bought 
the Houston Dispatch and the Houston Post in 1925 and 
1926 and combined them as the Houston Post-Dispatch, 
which later became the Houston Post. 

Sterling chaired the Texas Highway Commission in 1930, 
was Texas Governor from January 20, 1931- January 17, 
1933, one two-year term. 

He was president of  the Sterling Oil and Refining 
Company from 1933 to 1946, the American Maid Flour 
Mills and the R. S. Sterling Investment Company. Sterling 
was chairman of  the Houston National Bank and the 
Houston-Harris County Channel Navigation Board. 
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Train Crossing inside Humble 1940s
Humble Oil photo archives, Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown

Locomotive Engineer E. L. Jordan, circa 1943
Humble Oil photo archives, Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown

ExxonMobil’s significant Baytown area investment
The ExxonMobil 

Baytown Complex is one 
of  the largest integrated 
and most technologically 
advanced petroleum and 
petrochemical complexes in 
the world.

Founded in 1919, Exxon-
Mobil’s Baytown complex 
is located on approximately 
3,400 acres along the Hous-
ton Ship Channel.

The Baytown area is 
comprised of  four man-
ufacturing sites, including 
one in Mont Belvieu, and 
the Chemical Company’s 
Technology and Engineer-
ing complex. These include:
• Refinery, Manager Dan 
Helgesen
• Chemical Plant, Site 
Manager Kate Lightfoot
• Olefins Plant, Manager 
Jason Duncan
• Baytown Technology & 
Engineering Complex, Site 
Manager 
Robert Bacon
(Previous BTEC Site Managers: 
Juan Reinoso and R.J. Claassen)
• Mont Belvieu Plastics Plant, 
Manager Wim Blokker

The Baytown area facil-
ities are staffed by approx-
imately 3,750 ExxonMo-
bil employees and 5,100 
contract personnel, who 
manage the businesses and 
operate and maintain the 
manufacturing facilities on 
a 24-hour, year-round basis.

Annual taxes (proper-
ty, city, county, school and 
college) are approximately 
$125.14 million.

REFINERY
The Baytown Refinery is 

one of  the largest refineries 
in the United States, with a 
crude oil capacity of  584,000 
barrels per day.

The Baytown Refinery is 
a maximum conversion re-
finery and has the flexibility 
to process heavy, high-sulfur 
and high-metal crudes into a 
full range of  petroleum prod-
ucts, including LPG, motor 
gasoline, jet and diesel fuels 
and carbon coke.

It is also one of  the largest 
lube basestock plants in the 
world and produces products 
such as lube oils, waxes, flu-
ids and specialties in various 

blends and grades.
The Baytown Refinery 

is fully integrated with the 
Chemical and Olefins plants 
and is a major source of  pet-
rochemical feedstocks for 
these plants.

CHEMICAL PLANT
The Baytown Chemical 

Plant has the capacity to 
produce more than 9 billion 
pounds of  petrochemical 
products each year, support-
ing six ExxonMobil Chemical 
Company business lines.

The Aromatics train pro-
duces paraxylene, benzene 
and heavy aromatic fluids for 
use in applications such as 
polyester fabrics, food pack-
aging and agricultural chem-
icals. 

The Olefins units produce 
propylene, syngas and C4-C5 
olefins products, which are 
consumed within BTCP, by 
other ExxonMobil plants and 
by third parties.

Propylene is converted to 
high-performance Polypro-
pylene products, which are 
used in diverse products such 
as auto battery cases, auto in-

terior and trim components, 
carpet fibers, molded goods, 
packaging, appliance parts 
and diapers/hygiene.

The Butyl Polymers section 
converts olefins butyl rub-
ber, bromobutyl and Exxpro 
products, which go into tire 
inner tubes, other tire com-
ponents, pharmaceutical and 
other end uses.

The Synthetics section pro-
duces metallocene polyalpha-
olefins for use in finished in-
dustrial, automotive and gear 
oil applications.

OLEFINS PLANT
The Baytown Olefins 

Plant is located on a 370-
acre tract adjacent to the 
Baytown Refinery and 
Chemical Plant. The plant 
produces 10 billion pounds 
of  the world’s most widely 
used primary petrochem-
icals -- ethylene, propyl-
ene and butadiene -- and 
is feedstock flexible. It is 
one of  the largest ethylene 
plants in the world.

Baytown Olefins Plant 
also houses most of  the 
cogeneration facilities that 

produce all of  the pow-
er and steam required to 
operate the ExxonMobil 
Baytown complex. Total 
cogeneration capacity is ap-
proximately 550 megawatts.

MONT BELVIEU 
PLASTICS PLANT
The Mont Belvieu Plas-

tics Plant is located on 500 
acres in Chambers County 
and specializes in the pro-
duction of  polyethylene. 
The Plastics Plant utilizes 
the latest technology in pro-
cessing and catalysis to pro-
duce linear low-density and 
high-density polyethylene 
products for use in film 
applications including food 
packaging, liquid packaging, 
heavy duty sacks, stretch 
and shrink films for bun-
dling, hygiene films, trash 
bags, industrial liners, agri-
cultural films, grocery bags, 
can liners, pipe and various 
blow-molded rigid contain-
ers.

TECHNOLOGY & 
ENGINEERING

The Baytown Technology 

and Engineering Complex 
is ExxonMobil Chemical’s 
primary global technology 
center. It provides research 
and development support to 
all ExxonMobil Chemical’s 
global business groups. 

The site sits within the 
larger ExxonMobil Baytown 
complex, and includes two 
facilities — referred to as 
BTEC-East and BTEC-West 
— with 740,000 square feet 
of  space for laboratories, 
offices, product and applica-
tions testing and pilot plant 
operations.

BTEC-East houses em-
ployees who provide research 
and development, and techni-
cal support to the company’s 
global Olefins Aromatics, In-
termediates, Synthetics, Cat-
alyst and Licensing business 
groups.   BTEC-West serves 
as the major research and 
development facility for Exx-
onMobil Chemical’s world-
wide Polymers business, with 
a focus on polyolefins and 
elastomers products, and ca-
talysis research for the plastics 
industry.

100 years

ExxonMobil’s Baytown Olefins Plant new 1.5 million ton-per-year ethane cracker started up early in 2019 as part of the Growing the Gulf initiative. It provides ethylene 
feedstock to new performance polyethylene lines at the company’s Mont Belvieu plastics plant, which began production in the fall of 2017.

Humble Oil photo archives, Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown

Reprinted from The Baytown Sun, Profiles - Industry, March 2019

Section One, Page One, Semi-Weekly Tribune, 
Tuesday, May 12, 1925
The Baytown Sun Archives, Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown



1925 
Richard Ernest Seagler (1883–1956) was an attorney and former speaker of  the Texas 

House of  Representatives. In 1924 he resigned to serve as assistant attorney general and 
in 1925 he joined the legal department of  Humble Oil and Refining Company where he 
became head of  the trial division in 1929 and general attorney in 1938. He retired in 1948 
to establish his own practice in Houston. 

1925 
The Houston North Shore Railway was chartered on June 27, 1925, as an interurban 

railway to connect Houston with Baytown and Goose Creek. The Houston North Shore 
was promoted by Harry K. Johnson to provide transportation facilities for his land 
development project near Highlands. The line also served the Goose Creek oilfield and 
the Humble Oil and Refining Company refinery at Baytown. 

When completed in 1927 the Houston North Shore began handling carload freight in 
addition to operating electric interurbans between Union Station in Houston and Goose 
Creek. Johnson sold the Houston North Shore to the Beaumont, Sour Lake and Western 
on May 1, 1927. The line continued to be operated separately until it was merged into the 
Missouri Pacific Railroad Company on March 1, 1956.

1925 
After four years of  geophysical tests Humble Oil and Refining Company gave up on 

the Anahuac Field. In May 1933 the geologists utilized a reflection seismograph and 
found evidence of  a structure. On December 8, 1934, Humble spudded the No. 1 A. D. 
Middleton in central Chambers County. Production was maintained above five million 
barrels of  oil a year through 1975 and by 1985 the field gave up over 1.3 million barrels of  
oil annually. In the field, Humble constructed a camp of  twenty-five houses for employees, 
three warehouses, and a one-unit high-pressure pump station to carry oil through a six-
inch line to its carrier in Barbers Hill oilfield and on to its Baytown refinery.

1928 
Humble gave the property for the new baseball stadium, Oiler Stadium for the Humble 

Oilers, a semi-pro baseball team.

1928 
Edgar Gardner Tobin, (1896–1954), after graduating from the West Texas Military 

Academy, served as a member of  Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker’s squadron. He earned the 
title ace after he had downed five enemy planes and an observation balloon. For his 

service his honors included 
the French Croix de Guerre 
and the Distinguished 
Flying Cross. By the age of  
twenty-two he had achieved 
the rank of  major. In 1928 
Austrian engineer Gilard 
Kargl approached him 
about aerial photography 
and its use in mapping 
for oil companies. Tobin 
founded the Edgar Tobin 
Aerial Surveys firm in San 
Antonio. After entering 
the commercial mapping 
field for Humble Oil and 
Refining Company, he 
cemented his reputation in mapping operations for oil companies. From 1933 to 1971 he 
mapped more than a million land parcels. During World War II his company mapped the 
entire United States for the federal government, and he served as special civilian adviser 
to Gen. Henry H. Arnold, United States Army Air Forces. Texas governor Allan Shivers 
later credited Tobin’s pioneering mapping as a major contributor to the success of  the war 
effort in the United States through his mapping of  invasion routes. Tobins, as they were 
called, became the industrial standard aerial map in Texas thanks to Humble Oil.

1930s 
Humble Oil and Refinery Company recruited Mexican nationals to come north 

to Baytown to work. This migration established the city’s Mexican-American area 
neighborhoods. Additional workers were needed due to the increased output of  100,000 
barrels of  crude oil per day. Humble Oil and Refinery Company experimented with the 
alkylation process to produce high octane fuels. 

1931 
Wildcatter George W. Stake found the Conroe Oilfield, but the Humble Oil and Refinery 

Company had the money to develop it. Between its discovery on December 13, and January 
1, 1903, the field produced more than 717 million barrels of  oil for Humble, Texaco and 
a number of  independents. This field reestablished Southeast Texas as major oil producer, 
and provided another nearby ample source for the Baytown Refinery.

1932-1938 
The Great Depression arrived two years after the crash of  1929. Humble Oil and Refinery 

Company instigated a zero layoff  policy and a moratorium on the house mortgages. 
Salaries were reduced at times to insure incomes for all workers. Additionally the Humble 
Company bought oil leases at bargain prices and increased dramatically the acreage under 
lease in Texas that resulted in long range profits. Exploration and lease agreements done 
during the great depression provided the foundation for the number one ranking after the 
war. The first pipe still for more efficient distillation of  crude oil came online along with 
several polymerization units that added octane numbers to motor and aviation fuels. In 
1938 the world’s first commercial alkylation plant became operational.

1933 
Eight gathering systems for the Conroe Oilfield took crude to two trunk lines owned by 

Tide Water Pipe Line Company and Channel Transport and Pipe Line Company, which 
linked the Conroe field with the Houston Ship Channel. Three other pipelines, operated 
by Humble Pipe Line Company, Texas Pipe Line Company, and Sun Pipe Line Company, 
carried crude to refineries owned by the parent companies. In 1933 Humble signed their 
historic agreement with The King Ranch, the largest oil-lease contract negotiated in the 
United States, and additional oil-lease contracts with neighboring ranches gave Humble 
the rights to nearly two million acres. In 1945 the Borregos oilfield on the King Ranch 
south of  Alice was discovered and by 1947 Humble operated 390 producing oil wells. 
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Refinery Band, June 1928
Humble Oil photo archives, Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown

First Humble Tug Boat, The Mustang, circa 1930
Humble Oil photo archives, Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown

By Matt Hollis, The Baytown Sun
Reprinted from February 12, 2019

The startup of an ethane cracker at the 
Baytown Olefins Plant along with two 
new polyethylene lines at the Mont Bel-
vieu Plastics Plant, all part of ExxonMo-
bil’s multibillion-dollar North American 
Growth Project, was cause for celebration 
as community dignitaries welcomed plant 
managers and leaders to town for some 
festivities. 

Jason Duncan, who took over as 
Baytown Olefins’ plant manager Oct. 1, 
leads at a time when the plant just start-
ed up a 1.5 million ton-per-year ethane 
cracker at the complex in July. The new 
cracker, part of ExxonMobil’s $20 bil-
lion Growing the Gulf initiative, provides 
ethylene feedstock to new performance 
polyethylene lines at the company’s Mont 
Belvieu plastics plant, which began pro-
duction in fall 2017. The ethane cracker at 
the Baytown complex and the Mont Bel-
vieu plant represent the largest ExxonMo-
bil chemical investment to date.  

“Our area is experiencing a bigger 
growth than before,” Duncan said. “With 
the grand opening of the North American 
Growth project, the new ethane cracker 
in Baytown together with the new poly-
ethylene complex in Mont Belvieu, is 
expected to increase the major economic 
activity by $870 million a year and gener-
ate $90 million per year in additional tax 

revenues for local communities.”
The expansions also created more than 

10,000 construction jobs along with 4,000 
in nearby communities and 350 perma-
nent jobs. 

Duncan said the North American 
Growth project also invests in the com-

munity and the future of 
both Baytown and Mont 
Belvieu. 

“It added thousands of 
jobs, growth to the local 
economy and enriched 
the future of Baytown 
and Mont Belvieu com-
munities,” he said. 
“Also, it is a great source 
of pride. We are very 
fortunate to have a com-
munity that supports us 
in our expansion efforts 
and our relationship with 
the Baytown area has 
been vital through all 
stages of the project.”

Duncan also thanked 
Lee College for provid-
ing the workers through 
the Community College 
Petrochemical Initiative, 

which involves nine colleges with Lee 
College as the lead. The program trains 
welders, pipe fitters, instrument techni-
cians, machinists and process technicians.

Baytown Mayor Brandon Capetillo said 
the investment made through the project 
is an example of how local industry part-
ner with the local community for the ben-
efit of everyone.  

“The partnership between ExxonMobil 
and the Baytown region dates back 100 
years,” Capetillo said. “Like many native 
Baytonians, my family has been a part of 
the ExxonMobil story for generations. 
The completion of this project certainly 
places the ExxonMobil complex as one 
of the most and largest technologically 
advanced petrochemical complexes in the 
world.” 

Nick Dixon, Mont Belvieu mayor, re-
membered when ExxonMobil brought the 
idea for the expansions to Mont Belvieu’s 
council in 2014. 

“It was ambitious, and now here we are, 
and the vision has been achieved,” Dixon 
said. “You made the $1.2 billion capital 
investment that has more than doubled the 
size of the Mont Belvieu Plastics plant. 
That growth created 70 fulltime jobs and 
retained over 160 jobs. We could all use 
friends like that.”

Wim Blokker, the new Mont Belvieu 
Plastics Plant manager who started this 
year, called the project the perfection of a 
partnership that has developed across the 
state. 

“This is to celebrate the partnership, 
economic growth and grand outlook our 
company has developed along the Gulf 
Coast,” Blokker said. 

ExxonMobil Chemical President John 
Verity said it took a lot to pull off the 
multi-million project. 

“It requires the support of the whole 
community, a partnership with engineer-
ing and construction companies to help in 
building it and much more than that, we 
had a partnership with package and ship-
ping operations (Alfred Talke Logistics 
Services),” Verity said. 

“All of the product we produce here 
is going into the export market, and the 
community college will help build a 
workforce for the operation. It all has to 
go somewhere, so we need the Port of 
Houston. Projects like this present very 
unique challenges and to get to this point, 

it takes a huge effort from a lot of people. 
Without your support, we wouldn’t have 
pulled off this project.”

Verity also had kind words for Exxon-
Mobil employees.

“I am most proud of the dedication and 
commitment of our ExxonMobil employ-
ees,” he said. 

Liz Stavens, Baytown Olefins Plant 
technical manager, explained the whole 
procedure begins with horizontal drilling 
and hydraulic fracturing in areas such as 
the Permian Basin. There, the ethane mol-
ecule is extracted and transported through 
a pipeline to gas plants where the natural 
gas, or methane, and natural gas liquids, 
such as ethane, are separated. 

“The feedstock is from the Permian Ba-
sin, and the driver is shale gas,” Stavens 
said. 

The mixed natural gas liquids are 
shipped to fractionators in Mont Belvieu 
at places such as Oneok, Enterprise and 
Lonestar NGL. There, the product is sepa-
rated into ethane, butane, propane, isobu-
tene, and pentane.  The ethane molecule 
can be stored in Mont Belvieu salt domes 
or shipped via pipeline to ExxonMobil’s 
Olefins Plant for processing in the steam 
cracker to make ethylene.  

When the ethylene is transported via 
pipeline to the Mont Belvieu Plastics 
plant, it is mixed with a catalyst, called 
HP-100 Metallocene Catalyst, to make 
polyethylene pellets.

“The pellets are the products we sell to 
customers,” Stavens said. 

The polyethylene pellets are packaged 
in 25-kilogram bags and loaded onto 
pallets where Alfred Talke Logistic Ser-
vices, headed by Site Manager Alexander 
Boehm, places them in cargo containers 
and delivers them to the Port of Houston, 
Bayport and Barbours Cut where they are 
taken to Asia, South America, Europe and 
Africa. At peak, the site ships more than 
200 containers a day. 

The pellets are delivered by truck to lo-
cal processors that convert them into film 
for food packaging and then taken to gro-
cery stores where food such as fruits and 
vegetables are wrapped and protected, 
making the shelf life much longer.  

The finished product is also used for 
building and construction, agricultural 
purposes, for industrial uses and wire and 
cable.  

Project to boost tax revenues by $90 mil a year

ExxonMobil Chemical President John Verity 
talks about the impact of the startup of the 
ethane cracker at the Baytown Olefins Plant 
and two new polyethylene lines at the Mont 
Belvieu Plastics Plant, all part of the oil gi-
ant’s North American Growth Project.

photo by Carol Skewes

ExxonMobil Chemical President John Verity visits Baytown discussing North American Growth Project
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The King Ranch entered the timber industry and real estate business in 1967, when it 
purchased 50,340 acres of  timberland in Harris, Montgomery, Liberty, and San Jacinto 
counties. That became a joint venture between Exxon’s Friendswood subsidiary and The 
King Ranch, which ultimately became the Kingwood Development north of  Humble.

1935 
Twenty additional acres west of  Baytown was purchased and resold to employees for 

home sites.
Humble Oil & Refining Co. hired the world renowned conductor and musician Dr. 

Antonio Bañuelos from the Houston Symphony Orchestra to teach music to the 
employee’s children. The company and the parents paid his salary for the formation 
of  La Tipica or Tipica Mexicana, a girls orchestra, and male Baytown Mexican School 
Band. The Goose Creek School District took over the salaries and expenses to open both 
to all at De Zavala Elementary School. Orquesta Tipica Femimina, the first Mexican-
American first all-girl 30 to 40-piece touring orchestra played throughout Texas, New 
Mexico, Arizona and California, playing in various veterans hospitals during WWII. The 
Baytown Mexican School Band played Latin and popular music. Veterans of  the band, 
many who returned from military service, created a new band named the Blue Jackets that 
entertained throughout the Houston area. Dr. Bañuelos left Goose Creek Consolidated 
School District in 1947, but is not forgotten since in 2013 the board named the school Dr. 
Antonio Bañuelos Elementary, located at 7770 Eastpoint Blvd., Baytown. 

1938 
Humble purchased the 30,000 West Ranch, and developed two oilfields there, Clear 

Creek and Friendswood (Webster). J. M. West pieced together the 30,000-acre ranch from 
1925 to 1938. Humble paid $8.5 million in cash and $30-40 million in royalties for the 
property. During the depression years, Humble took advantage of  low prices and invested 
in large tracts of  land for exploration.

1938 
The world’s first commercial production of  alkylate began at the Humble Refinery that 

eventually made it possible to manufacture iso-octane, a blending agent for the 100-octane 
aviation gasoline that helped win WWII.

1940s 
Humble products were only in Texas, where retail sales had increased from seven million 

gallons of  refined products in 1917 to 540 million gallons in 1949. Publications by the 
company included The Humble Way, The Humble Bee, The Humble Sales Lubricator, 
and the Farm Family.

Refinery leadership established the Humble Central Committee to address immediate 
and post war health and sanitation programs including drainage, sewer and domestic water 
systems, for the refinery and the community. The committee consisted of  Chairman James 
H. Harrop, Baytown Plants Superintendent; Secretary Dr. R. W. Pipken, Assistant Chief  
Physician for the company; L. J. Weiler, Safety Supervisor; Dr. S. S. Shaffer, Laboratory 
Division Head; and Thomas W. Moore, Industrial Relations Manager. Thomas W. Moore 
served as Vice President of  the original Board of  Trustees for the San Jacinto Memorial 
Hospital.

WWII 1941-1945
Humble became the largest domestic producer of  crude oil during the war and continued 

in that position into the 1950s. Humble refineries during World War II produced high-
octane aviation gasoline, toluene for explosives, butyl rubber, and butadiene for synthetic 
rubber. Humble continued to operate the government-owned butadiene and butyl rubber 
plants at Baytown after the war. The Baytown Refinery came of  age during the war.

Built on Humble Refinery sites at the cost of  twelve million dollars, the toluene projects, 
known as The Baytown Ordinance Works, employed two hundred people with barracks 
for them. In 1941 the works, under a US government contract, produced 43% of  the 
toluene, 5.5 million barrels, used in explosives for World War II. The Baytown Ordnance 
Works was awarded the E Award by the Army-Navy.

During World War II, the synthetic rubber industry was established in Texas and the 
state’s carbon black industry has been closely and directly related to the rubber industry, 
and its expansion has paralleled that of  synthetic rubber. The major portion of  synthetic 
rubber production during the war and thereafter was for Buna-S, a copolymer rubber, 
made from butadiene and styrene, both products from petroleum sources. All of  the 
synthetic rubber plants built during the war were government owned but were operated 
on a management-fee basis by private industry. The five original copolymer plants in Texas 
were U.S. Rubber, B. F. Goodrich (both at Port Neches), Phillips Petroleum (Borger), 
General Tire and Rubber (Baytown). In 1943 Humble Refinery produced one-half  of  the 
war production of  butyl rubber used to make inner tubes. Sometimes just called butyl, a 
synthetic rubber, was a copolymer of  isobutylene with isoprene. Standard Oil of  New 
Jersey researchers produced the first artificial rubber, butyl in their New Jersey Laboratories 
in 1937 sharing it with the Baytown Refinery for further development.

December 14, 1944 
Humble produced the 1 billionth gallon of  100-octane used for aviation fuel during the 

WWII and over 6,000 people celebrated at the refinery in Baytown. The event included 
speeches, exhibits and the presentations of  commemorating medals to the workers. 50,000 
people viewed the exhibits set-up in pavilions on refinery grounds over the next few days. 
Comic books were printed during the war with the title of  “Blockbusters from Oil.”

1945 
Edward Buck Schiwetz (1898–1984) A Texas artist from Cuero, Schiwetz’s advertising 

work for oil and chemical companies helped to establish his reputation as a recorder of  
the Texas scene. The Humble Way, a magazine established in 1945 for the Humble Oil 
and Refining Company, featured Schiwetz’s sketches and watercolors of  the areas where 
the company operated and established his eminence in the field. The popularity of  his 
work prompted the company to publish the first Texas Sketchbook of  favorite Schiwetz 
drawings in 1952; it was followed by a revised and enlarged edition in 1958. Due to its 
outstanding content and artwork, the magazine became a collector item and source for 
historic content, a popularity that continued long after the end of  publication.

1946 
The Baytown Refinery employed 6,879 workers by the end of  the war.

January 24, 1948 
The City of  Baytown with a population of  20,958 was established with the consolidation 

of  Pelly, Goose Creek and Baytown, the Tri-Cities. 
Life during World War II became a major contributing factor for change when earlier 

attempts at consolidating the Tri-Cities had failed. 
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John Baldwin, Margaret Johnson and Wade Callum, 1940s
Humble Oil photo archives, Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown

Billion Gallon Day, December 17, 1944
Humble Oil photo archives, Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown
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1948 
Humble had issued a total of  eighteen million shares 

with a total capitalization of  $475 million; Standard Oil 
Company of  New Jersey owned 72 percent of  the stock.

1948 
San Jacinto Memorial Hospital on Decker Drive, the 

forerunner of  Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital, was 
dedicated.

1949 
The company had a net production of  275,900 barrels 

daily of  crude oil and 15,900 barrels daily of  natural-gas 
liquids 

1949 
The Humble Pipe Line Company, a subsidiary, had 3,233 

miles of  gathering lines and 5,776 miles of  trunk lines, the 
largest transporter of  crude oil in the United States. 

1949 
The Desk and Derrick Club, the first organization 

for professional women in the oil and gas industry, was 
established in New Orleans, Louisiana in March 1949 
by twelve women including Inez Awty Schaeffer of  the 
Humble Oil and Refining Company. By 1951 four clubs 
had been established, including one in Houston which 
soon boasted 372 members. They united by signing articles 
of  association and renamed themselves the Association 
of  Desk and Derrick Clubs of  North America (ADDC). 
Four years later the association included 101 clubs in the 
United States and four in Canada. The club’s original 
purpose was to “promote among the women employed 
in the petroleum and allied industries through informative 
and educational programs, a clearer understanding of  the 
industry which they serve.” Each club held at least ten 
educational programs for its members. In March 1952 the 
association printed a club magazine called the Oil and Gal 
Journal, named changed to The Desk and Gal Journal. In 
keeping with its educational goal, the association printed 
the Desk and Derrick Oil Abbreviator, a dictionary 
of  commonly used terms in the oil industry and their 
shorthand connotations. In 2019 the association has 48 
clubs with over 1300 members. Membership is open to 
men and women. 

1950 
Pipelines from Baytown to the Dallas-Fort Worth area 

and an eighteen-inch direct line from West Texas to the 
Gulf  Coast were in operation by June.

1950 
The Texas synthetic rubber industry production amounted 

to more than 50 percent of  a United States total. In postwar 
Texas Humble Oil and Refining Company manufactured 
butyl rubber and petroleum-derived butadiene at Baytown. 
The outstanding development in copolymer rubber after 
the war was the development of  so-called cold rubber, 
manufactured at 41° F to 
produce a product superior 
to that manufactured at the 
conventional 122°. General 
plants devoted their entire 
production to cold rubber 
only plants in the country 
that manufactured so-called 
carbon black rubber, in 
which carbon black was 
incorporated directly into 
the latex rather than being 

milled into the finished rubber. During the decade the lube 
procession facilities were expanded to the largest on earth.

1951 
Humble was the leading marketer of  gasoline in Texas by 

1951, and its share of  the state market continued to increase 
through the decade, furthered by its creative marketing 
techniques. Humble was the first gasoline company to issue 
plastic gasoline credit cards in Texas.

1953 
Humble discontinued the Humble Oilers Baseball team, 

dismantling the stadium for another tank farm, donating 
the stands to Goose Creek CISD.

1954 
In spite of  the fact that Standard owned almost 88 

percent of  Humble’s stock in 1954, Humble continued to 
maintain its autonomy for the rest of  the decade.

May 11, 1954 
15,000 people celebrated Humble Day with activities 

organized by The Humble Club including games, 
tournaments, live bands, children rides, baseball, and a large 
barbecue picnic. 

Humble Day was considered to be family reunions for 
many. 

1955 
Humble purchased the butyl and butadiene plants, and 

The Baytown Ordnance Works, from the US government.

1957 
Humble donated twenty-one acres of  the West Ranch 

land to Rice Institute for use as a earth science institute. 
This transaction included the West Mansion.

1957 
The Baytown Refinery installed their 

hydrodesulphurization plan for removing sulfur from the 
heavy crudes available.

1958 
Standard increased its holdings to 98 percent of  Humble’s 

stock, and the following year Humble and Standard Oil of  
New Jersey consolidated domestic operations. 

1959 
In September Humble received a new charter from the 

state of  Delaware, and Standard Oil of  New Jersey owned 
98.27 per cent of  the stock.

1960 
By the end of  the year Esso Standard and the Carter Oil 

Company, and other affiliates of  Standard of  New Jersey 
were incorporated into Humble. They were joined by Enjay 
Chemical, Pate Oil, Globe Fuel Products, and Oklahoma 
Oil. The restructuring allowed the new Humble company 
to reduce duplication and costs and to coordinate all of  its 
domestic activities more effectively. The Humble workforce 
dropped by a quarter in the first five years after the merger, 

while its profits doubled. Humble’s restructuring allowed 
both companies to sell and market gasoline nationwide 
under the Esso, Enco and Humble brands. The Enco 
brand was introduced by Humble in the summer of  1960 
at stations in Ohio, but was soon blackballed after Standard 
Oil of  Ohio known as Sohio protested that Enco, Humble’s 
acronym for ENergy COmpany, sounded and looked too 
much like Esso as it shared the same oval logo with blue 
border and red letters with the two middle letters the only 
difference. At that point Humble or Standard Oil of  New 
Jersey rebranded the Ohio service stations as Humble, but 
the gasoline, motor oil, and lubricant products kept the 
name Enco until the name change to Exxon in 1972. From 
the beginning in 1870, all of  the Standard Oil stations used 
red, white and blue colors and standard measurements for 
gasoline and kerosene for their signage, cans, advertising 
and other containers. Because most retailers were not 
consistent and independent, John D. Rockefeller insisted 
that all standard stations from California to Ohio to New 
Jersey looked and marketed the same creating one of  the 
first national brands. 

1960s 
Humble had more than 21,000 square miles of  land 

under lease in the United States. 
The company operated 24,000 producing wells in twenty-

one states with a daily production of  600,000 barrels of  
crude oil. 

Humble-operated wells also produced 2.6 billion cubic 
feet of  natural gas daily. 

Six Humble refineries and plants processed about 
800,000 barrels of  crude oil daily and produced from that 
volume a great variety of  products. 

1960s 
The Humble Baytown Refinery began waste water 

treating with an 360-acre lagoon system. During this time 
Humble Employee Relations Programs changed and the 
company eased out of  housing and recreational activities. 

281.471.1782  www.beaconfed.org
La Porte  | Baytown | Seabrook
H-E-B Deer Park | H-E-B Clear Lake
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1961 
Humble Pipe Line Company and Interstate Oil Pipe Line Company merged to form a 

wholly owned affiliate of  Humble Oil and Refining Company with a combined network 
of  more than 12,000 miles of  gathering and trunk lines. 

Humble Pipe Line system received and delivered daily more than a million barrels of  
crude oil and petroleum products. The company operated about 10 percent of  the nation’s 
petroleum-transportation facilities.

1961 
Humble began to sell its gasoline as Enco gas in nineteen states, but retained the old 

brand name Humble in Texas and Ohio. Esso, the brand name of  Standard of  New Jersey, 
continued to be used on the east coast. Enjay was being advertized as Enjay Chemical, 
a Division of  the Humble Oil and Refinery, producing raw material for the chemical 
industry.

1961 
The United Fund, the forerunner of  the United Way, recognized the Humble Baytown 

Refinery for its contribution and efforts of  its employees. The Baytown Refinery continued 
its leadership in the United Way campaign for the next fifty-nine years.

1961 
The company donated another 1000 acres of  the West Ranch to Rice University as a 

temporary intermediary in the transfer of  land between Humble Oil and Refining Company 
for the NASA Manned Spacecraft Center in 1962. This tract was adjacent to the earlier 
donation. Humble Oil and Refining Company gave the property to Rice in 1961 on the 
condition that the university offer it to the government to draw NASA to Houston. The 
free land sweetened a package put together by NASA board member and Rice alumnus 
Representative Albert Thomas and sealed the deal in bringing a manned space flight center 
to Texas. Another 600 acres were given by Humble to Rice University who sold the land 
to NASA. Due to the efforts of  George Brown, Congressman Albert Thomas and the 
Humble Chairman Morgan Davis, Houston-Clear Lake became the center of  U.S. space 
exploration.

1962 
Humble had commissioned Lehmann Brothers to write a development report on 

various tracts of  land the company owned in the 1950s that were not oil fields. Following 
their advice and the NASA decision, Humble Oil announced plans in January to develop 
15,000 acres of  the West property near the Manned Spacecraft Center for residential and 
industrial use. Humble and Del E. Webb Corporation agreed to form a jointly owned 
company to develop the site. Their venture, Friendswood Development Company, became 
operational the following May. Governor John Connally formally opened Clear Lake City 
on September 15, 1963. In 1968 some 3,785 people lived in Clear Lake City. Humble Oil 
& Refinery Company became involved in a number of  other Houston-area real estate 
developments, including Kingwood, a joint project of  the Friendswood Development 
Company and the King Ranch located some twenty-five miles north of  Houston

1963 
The company moved into a new forty-five-story building, thus consolidating the work 

location of  some 3,500 of  its Houston employees. The building rose more than 600 feet 
above the city and at the time was the tallest building west of  the Mississippi River. 

1964 
Humble unveiled their plan for their Bayport project on 10,500 acres of  the eastern 

portion of  the West Ranch. The Bayport project included railways, pipelines, roads, 
utilities, and access to the Houston Ship Channel through a partnership with the Harris 
County Navigation District.

1964 ‘Put A Tiger In Your Tank’
 
The popular “Put A Tiger In Your 
Tank” advertising campaign grabbed 
the nation’s attention. Despite the 
success of  the “Put A Tiger In 
Your Tank” advertising campaign 
introduced by Humble in 1959 
to promote its Enco/Esso Extra 
gasolines, the similar oval logotypes, 
the Happy Motoring! tagline used in 
advertisements that also appeared 
overhead of  service bays at each 
station, use of  the Humble name 
in all Esso/Enco ads and the 
uniformity in design and products 
of  Humble stations nationwide, 
the company still had difficulties 
promoting itself  as a nationwide 
gasoline marketer competing against 
truly national brands such as Texaco 
— then a 50-state marketer and the 
only company selling products under 
one brand name in each state.
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ExxonMobil hosted 8th 
grade female students 
from Barbers Hill ISD and 
Goose Creek CISD March 
1, 2019 to the ExxonMobil 
White House to learn 
hands-on about science.

Carolyn Leap of 
Houston Museum 
of National Science 
developed the Science on 
Stage program to teach 
students how much fun a 
career in science can be. 

photo by Carol Skewes
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Cuban Cafe
Cuban Coffee

  Cuban Cuisine
4232 Decker Dr.
281.424.2233    5am-3pm Sat.      

fefeVoted best
Co� ee

  4am-5pm M-F      
Closed
Sunday

& Monuments
We Deliver To All Cemeteries

3010 Ferry Rd. | 281 .427. 2123 | CedarcrestCemetery.net

Congratulations 
on 100 Yearson 100 Years

Karla Opryshek
Broker/Associate

CRS, ABR, MRP, ASR, 
NHS, MCNE

281-433-2281 | 4500 N. Main
kopryshek@cbunited.com

Happy 100th Anniversry

Renee Thibodeaux, Agent
5906 N. Hwy 146, Baytown
Bus. 281-424-5433

Congratulations on
100 Years

100 years



1964 
The refinery brought online the linear paraffin and xylene 

extraction units.

1965 
Humble organized separate management for the Baytown 

Refinery and for the Baytown Chemical Plant. 

1966 
Humble Oil & Refining transferred ownership of  its 

Enjay Chemical to Esso Chemical, the arm of  Standard Oil 
of  New Jersey that is responsible for worldwide chemical 
operations, leasing the 944 acres containing all chemical 
operations for ninety-nine years. 

1966 
Kern Tips (1904–1967), sportscaster, received his college 

education at Texas A&M and at Rice Institute. Tips was 
perhaps best known as the “Voice of  the Southwest 
Conference,” having spent thirty-two years broadcasting 
Southwest Conference football games. During that period 
he was associate producer and narrator of  Humble Oil and 
Refining Company’s “Southwest Conference Highlights.” 
This was after a full career from 1924-1966 as a sports 
writer, sportscaster, radio general manager and a vice-
president for one of  the world’s largest advertising agencies.

1967 
The new Hydro-cracking Unit I went on-stream utilizing 

a digital process control computer located in the Baytown 
Refinery’s new fuel control center.

1969 
New and larger catalytic reformer was installed to 

improve gasoline octane.

1970s 
New facilities were installed to increase the production 

of  home heating and industrial oils. 

1971 
The University of  Houston-Clear Lake was established 

in 1971 and opened in 1974 on fifty acres given by the 
Friendswood Development Company, a subsidiary of  
Humble Oil. UH-Clear Lake awarded bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees through seventy-eight programs in 
basic and applied research, programs for outreach to 
business, industry, government agencies, and the advanced 
technology of  the region. 

1972 
Humble and Standard of  New Jersey announced that 

their gasoline products were to be marketed as Exxon, that 
Standard of  New Jersey was changing its name to Exxon 
Corporation, and Humble was changing its name to Exxon 
Company, U.S.A. Humble officials realized the time had 
come for a new brand name that could be used nationwide. 
Consideration was given to simply rebranding all stations as 
Enco, but that was shelved when it was learned that Enco is 
a Japanese abbreviation of  engine failure, enjinkoshou. The 
new name and logo, the double x, was created by renowned 
industrial designer Raymond Loewy in 1966. 

1973 
The name change, one of  the most expensive in the history 

of  the U.S. oil industry, not only involved advertisements 
and identifying street signs at service stations, but also 
gasoline pumps, product packaging, tankers, transport and 
delivery trucks, hundreds of  smaller signs at more than 
25,000 service stations, and millions of  credit cards sent 
to account holders to replace their previous Esso/Enco 
cards. The corporate name change from Standard Oil of  
New Jersey to Exxon Corporation took effect January 1, 
1973, along with the name change of  domestic refining/
marketing division Humble Oil and Refining Co. to Exxon 
USA, and the mergers of  Esso Chemicals and Enjay 
Chemicals into Exxon Chemical.

May 1977 
The $475 million Baytown Fuels Expansion Project 

came online consisting of  sixty miles of  pipe connected 
to 300 vessels and 30 furnaces, utilizing one half  million 
horse power of  rotating equipment over an 100-acre site. 
With a daily 640,000 gallons of  crude oil capacity, Baytown 
became the worlds large refinery in the United States. 

October 1977 
Texas Governor Dolph Briscoe assisted with the 

dedication of  the Baytown Fuels Expansion Project.

1980s 
The Refinery brought online new facilities, a vacuum pipe 

still and flexi coking unit to process the heavy, high sulfur 
crude. The Exxon chemical component was renamed as 
Exxon Chemical Americas.

1983 
The Baytown Refinery Upgrade Project, known as 

BRUP, commenced.

1987 
The Baytown Refinery started the Refiner of  the Year 

Award to a community member who has made outstanding 
contributions to the Baytown area and its citizens. Fred 
Hartman was named as the first recipient with Brenda 
Dykes named in 1988.

1990 
The Exxon Corporation moved its corporate 

headquarters from New York City to Irving, Texas. The 
Baytown Refinery had 3,500 employees, 2,500 contract 
workers on 3,500 acres, and processed 584,00 barrels of  
crude oil per day or 7.5 billion pounds of  petrochemical 
products per day. The Baytown Exxon Complex included 
the Baytown Refinery and Baytown Chemical Plant.

1990 
Baytown Population was 67,117.

1993 
The methyl tertiary butyl either unit was completed to 

produce clearer burning gasoline. MTRE was blended into 
gasoline to diminish carbon monoxide and other exhaust 
emissions. Although women had worked in the plants over 
the years in many capacities, Sherri Stulewer served as the 
first woman Baytown Refinery Manager from 1993 to 1998. 

1994 
Exxon had the largest hydrocarbon reserve base in the 

United States.

1995 
The 75th Anniversary was celebrated on the 2,200 acre 

refinery, 400.000 barrel daily capacity, the largest lube and 
solvents production in the world. The managers were: Sherri 
K. Stulewer, Refinery; Doug Walker, Olefins Plant; and 
Ray E. Floyd, Chemical Plant. At the Baytown Youth and 
Rodeo Grounds, 6,000 Exxon Employees Club members 
and guests attended a special event that was keynoted by 
Houston Mayor Bob Lanier.

1999 
In December the Exxon Corporation and the Mobil 

Corporation announced their intention to merge as the 
companies had enjoyed a strategic business relationship 
for several years in a number of  international ventures. 
After nearly a year of  regulatory reviews and planning, the 
merger was finalized on November 30. Mobil was founded 
in 1911 as the Standard Oil Company of  New York, known 
as Socony, after the breakup of  the Standard Oil Trust. In 
1920 Socony registered the trademark of  Mobiloil, and 
affiliation with the Magnolia Petroleum Company using 
its Pegasus, the winged red horse symbol. In 1931 Socony 
merged with Vacuum Oil, known as Socony-Vacuum 
Oil. Due to far east joint ventures, Standard Oil of  New 
Jersey and Socony-Vacuum created Standard-Vacuum Oil 
or Stanvac as a 50-50 joint venture that ended in 1962. In 
1955 Socony-Vacuum changed its name to Socony Mobil 
Oil Company and in 1963 introduced Mobil as their trade 
name along with a new logo, and in 1966 dropped the 
Socony from its name, using just Mobil. Mobil was known 
for its Mobil 1 synthetic motor oil introduced in 1974 and 
for its superior detergent additives in the 1980s. The new 
logo on a red background was the combination of  the 
double x Exxon combining Mobil: ExxonMobil into one 
word.

2001 
Baytown complex completed its first delayed coking unit.

2004 
Zeb Nash was named the first black manager for the 

Baytown Chemical Plant. He served 2004-2009.

April 2006 
The Environmental Protection Agency and the 

Department of  Energy presented the ExxonMobil 
Baytown Complex a 2006 Energy Star Combined Heat 
and Power Award to recognizing the complex’s use of  
cogeneration facilities.

2007 
ExxonMobil purchased additional homes to expand their 

greenbelt. Through the voluntary program that pays above 
market prices, the Baytown facility purchased 90 per cent 
of  the 700 homes including Ashby and John A. Streets. 
The eastern half  of  Shreck Street and other homes in the 
Wooster area will be next in the program. 
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Matias Galvan joins the ranks of Humble’s T-Men, (Thirty-year men)
Humble Oil photo archives, Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown

Six T-Men honored in 1968
Humble Oil photo archives, Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown

The Baytown Sun
Reprinted from October 18, 2017

ExxonMobil Chemical Co. announced 
Tuesday that it has commenced produc-
tion on the first of two new 650,000 tons-
per-year high-performance polyethylene 
lines at its plastics plant in Mont Belvieu. 

The full project, part of the company’s 
multi-billion dollar expansion project 
in the Baytown area and ExxonMobil’s 
broader Growing the Gulf expansion ini-
tiative, will increase the plant’s polyeth-
ylene capacity by approximately 1.3 mil-
lion tons per year. 

The Mont Belvieu plant capacity will 
total more than 2.5 million tons per year, 
making it one of the largest polyethylene 
plants in the world. These performance 
polyethylene products will deliver signifi-
cant sustainability benefits enabling light-
er weight higher performance packaging, 
lower energy consumption and reduced 
emissions. 

A significant portion of Mont Belvieu 
polyethylene will be exported from the 

Port of Houston later this month. At peak, 
the site will ship more than 200 containers 
a day. 

“The expansion of our Mont Belvieu fa-
cility further enhances  our ability to meet 
growing global demand for high-perfor-
mance polyethylene products around the 
world,” said Neil Chapman, president of 
ExxonMobil Chemical Co. 

“The investments we’re making through 
our ‘Growing the Gulf’ initiative will not 
only expand our existing manufacturing 
and export capacity, but will further stim-
ulate local economic growth and create 
thousands of full-time jobs.” 

ExxonMobil is planning to invest more 
than $20 billion over 10 years to build 
and expand manufacturing facilities in the 
U.S. Gulf region. 

These projects are expected to create 
more than 45,000 jobs, including more 
than 12,000 full-time jobs. 

The expansion covers 11 major chemi-
cal, refining, lubricant and liquefied natu-
ral gas projects along the Texas and Lou-
isiana coasts. 

ExxonMobil starts 
new poly line at Mont 
Belvieu plastics plant 

Sunrise over the ExxonMobil plastics plant in Mont Belvieu. The oil giant annouced Tuesday 
that it has commenced production on the first of two new 650,000 tons-per-year high-per-
formance polyethylene lines at the site.

Contributed photo

Growing the Gulf  expansion

100 years



2007 
ExxonMobil’s Baytown Technology Engineering 

Complex announced the Clark Kent of  Polymers that will 
create a new breed of  rechargeable lithium ion batteries. 
Chief  polymer scientist Pat Brent explained that the 
polymer would be appropriate for the battery separator 
film. The idea came from the ExxonMobil corporate 
partner in Japan in 2005. Brent and his team took the film 
to Baytown for further testing and molecularly designed 
the new material.

2009
ExxonMobil donated $250,000 to create the ExxonMobil 

Process Technology Program at Lee College.

2010 
To capitalize on the U.S. shale revolution, ExxonMobil 

finalized an agreement in 2010 to merge with XTO Energy 
Inc., a leading producer of  U.S. shale oil and natural gas. 
The merger combined XTO’s expertise in unconventional 
production with ExxonMobil’s experience and technology 
capabilities, enabling ExxonMobil to become the largest 
producer of  oil and natural gas in the United States.

2011 
ExxonMobil began construction on a new 385-

acre state-of-the-art campus to house its Upstream, 
Downstream, and Chemicals businesses. Construction of  
the 10,000-employee campus 25 miles from downtown 
Houston, was completed in 2015.

2015 
ExxonMobil has made yearly large donations to The 

United Way Greater Baytown and Chambers County and 
Lee College, but also makes many donations to community 
organizations such as the $20,000 they gave to the Texas 
Veterans Helping Veterans in December.

2017 
The Baytown Refinery named Terry Sain as the Refiner 

of  the Year Award.

October 2016
Dan Helgesen was named ExxonMobil Baytown 

Refinery Manager.  

July 27, 2018 
ExxonMobil announced operations commenced at its 

new 1.5 million ton-per-year ethane cracker at the Baytown 
Chemical and Refining Complex. 

The new cracker provided ethylene feedstock to new 
performance polyethylene lines at the company’s Mont 
Belvieu plastics plant, which began production in fall 2017. 
The Mont Belvieu plant, one of  the largest polyethylene 
plants in the world, has a manufacturing capacity of  about 
1.3 million tons per year. Together, the Baytown ethane 
cracker and Mont Belvieu plant represented ExxonMobil’s 
largest chemical investment in the U.S. through July 2018. 
Operations associated with the Baytown and Mont Belvieu 
projects are expected to increase regional economic activity 
by roughly $870 million per year and generate more than 
$90 million per year in local tax revenues. The two projects 
created more than 10,000 construction jobs, 4,000 jobs in 
nearby communities and 350 permanent positions. 

October 2018 
Jason Duncan took over as manager of  the Baytown 

Olefins plant manager when the Olefins plant had just 
started up a 1.5 million ton-per-year ethane cracker at the 
complex in July. 

January 2019
Wim Blokker was named the ExxonMobil Mont Belvieu 

Plastics Plant Site Manager.

June 2019
Robert Bacon was named the ExxonMobil Baytown 

Technology & Engineering Complex Manager.

September 2019
Kate Lightfoot was named the first female ExxonMobil 

Chemical Plant Manager.

2019-2020 
Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of  the Baytown 

Humble Oil Refinery. 
The ExxonMobil Baytown Complex includes: The 

Refinery 1920; The Baytown Chemical Plant 1920, 
separated 1965; The Baytown Technology & Engineering 
Complex 1920; The Baytown Olefins Plant  1979; The 
Mont Belvieu Plastics Plant 1982. 
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Esso Advertisement, Humble Oil & 
Refining Company
Humble Oil photo archives, 
Sterling Municipal Library, Baytown

Reprinted from https://www.uswlocal13-2001.com

USW Local Union 13-2001 is the largest Union at the 
ExxonMobil Chemical plant and Refinery in Baytown, Texas 
representing operations, instrument, lab and mechanical 
employees. The current membership is approximately 700, 
most of  whom are Process Technicians. Three other Unions 
represent employees at the Baytown facilities: the International 
Association of  Machinists and Aerospace Workers, Lodge 
1051 (IAM), which represents machinists; and the International 
Brotherhood of  Electrical Workers, Local 527 (IBEW), which 
represents electricians.

USW Local 13-2001, formerly Gulf  Coast Industrial 
Workers Union, was organized in 1963 out of  the desire for 
a voice that would insure respect, dignity and fair treatment, 
along with good pay and benefits and safe working conditions. 

USW Local 13-2001 is the largest Union at the ExxonMobil 
Chemical Plant and Refinery in Baytown, Texas representing 
operations, instrument, lab and mechanical employees.  The 
Local was chartered in 1963 as Gulf  Coast Industrial Workers 
Union (GCIWU) representing the workers in the Production 
and Maintenance Departments of  Humble Oil & Refining. 
In 2000, the Baytown Employees Federation (BEF) (Lab 
& Clerical Workers) affiliated with GCIWU. Then, in 2001 
GCIWU affiliated with the Paper, Allies-Industrial, Chemical 
& Energy Worker’s International Union (PACE) to become 
GCIWU PACEIU Local 4-2001. In 2005, PACE affiliated with 
the United Steel, Paper and Forestry, Rubber and Maufacturing, 
Energy, Allied Industrial and Service Workers Union (USW) 
to become USW Local 13-2001. On October 16, 2008, 
the Membership voted to join the National Oil Bargaining 
Program.

Our Union Contract was secured by working men and 
women like you, who came together, organized our local and 
secured a written agreement with ExxonMobil. 

With our Union contract we enjoy agreed upon wage increases, 
benefits and working conditions and most importantly, a just 
cause provision that guarantees us due process and just cause 
for discipline.  The local Union elects a bargaining committee, 
who, with the solid support of  each local member, negotiates 
and secures our contract.  Every dollar in your paycheck, every 

benefit and the good working conditions you now enjoy were 
won by your fellow co-workers.  Without it the employer could 
selectively decide who received wage increases and who didn’t, 
change our level of  benefits without notice and treat us as 
employees-at-will that could be discharged without cause.

Our work is not limited to our contract.  We also elect 
shop stewards to solve daily problems at work.  We are also 
active in the community and political affairs to make life 
better for working people.  Local 13-2001 is an affiliate of  the 
United Steelworkers International Union that provides broad 
programs in collective bargaining, health and safety, education, 
organizing, political action, insurance, pensions, and employee 
assistance programs to accomplish our objectives.  Our 

International Representative, Durwin “Eudy” Royal is also 
available to provide experience, expertise and guidance in all 
areas of  industrial relations.

Other benefits to becoming a Union member are the right to 
vote on any matter that comes before the Union for balloting, 
to have a voice at Union meetings, to receive the International 
newsletter, to participate in the Union scholarship program, to 
serve on Union committees and to lease the Union Hall for 
personal use. 

The Union Hall is located at 311 S. Highway 146, Baytown, 
Texas.  The Union employs an Office Manager, Pamela Ayala, 
who has been with us for 24 years.  Pamela is also a Notary 
Public if  you need a Notary just call her at the Union Hall.

Union Membership Meetings take place at the Union Hall 
on the second Tuesday of  each month beginning at 5:30 p.m.  
You can reach the Union hall at 281-427-1024.

The current membership is approximately 700, most of  
whom are Process Technicians. Two other Unions represent 
employees at the Baytown facilities: the International 
Association of  Machinists and Aerospace Workers, Lodge 
1051 (IAM), which represents machinists; and the International 
Brotherhood of  Electrical Workers, Local 527 (IBEW), which 
represents electricians.

Our success is not the result of  an individual effort, but 
of  working people coming together to make life better for 
ourselves and our families.  We encourage you to join our 
Union family and become a proud member of  USW Local 13-
2001. Some benefits to being a Union member is you have the 
ability to rent the Union Hall for personal events and children 
of  members are able to apply for scholarships that are awarded 
each year.  For more information on becoming a member, 
located your Union Steward or call the Union Hall.

2019 Scholarship Awards
On May 16, 2019, the Union held their 26th Annual 

Scholarship Awards dinner.  This year the Union awarded 
13 Scholarships totaling $12,400.00 to Union Members 
children who were graduating High School and/or 
continuing their college education. Since the program 
began in 1993, the Union has awards 369 Scholarships 
totalling $336,350.00.

United Steel Workers Union 13-2001 
largest union in ExxonMobil Baytown Complex

• USW Local 13-2001 is the largest 
Union at the ExxonMobil Refinery and 
Chemical Plant in Baytown, Texas 
representing operations, instrument, 
lab and mechanical employees.  The 
Local was chartered in 1963 as 
Gulf Coast Industrial Workers Union 
(GCIWU) representing the workers 
in the Production and Maintenance 
Departments of Humble Oil & Refining.

• IBEW Local Union No. 527  (better 
known as the Electrical Union) is the 
smallest of the Baytown unions.  IBEW 
contract supports both Refinery and 
Chemical Plant. 

• IAM&AW Lodge No. 1051, District No. 
37 (Machinist Union) has its roots back 
to December 27, 1943 with Humble Oil 
& Refining. IAM&AW contract supports 
both the Refinery and Chemical Plant. 

By Christopher James

Reprinted from March 31, 2019

ExxonMobil has and always and will be 
the Bay Area Relay For Life’s No. 1 support-
er.  

Like the long and mutual relationship be-
tween the Baytown community and Exxon-
Mobil, spanning almost 100 years, the indus-
try giant’s support for Relay only continues 
to flourish year in and year out. 

Since the Bay Area Relay For Life’s in-
ception in 1998, ExxonMobil has worked 
hard to raise funds and awareness in the fight 
against cancer because this is its community 
too. 

“We take great pride in the Bay Area Re-
lay for Life effort,” ExxonMobil Baytown 
Refinery Manager Dan Helgesen said. “The 
great people in Baytown are why this Relay 

is so wonderful and meaningful, and through 
these efforts, we are giving our families, our 
friends and our community a hope and a fu-
ture.”  

“I also give a heartfelt thanks to all of our 
employees who have participated and led 
our ExxonMobil efforts. Your volunteerism 
is truly appreciated,” he added.   

Each year ExxonMobil organizes eight 
teams, which are divided up by natural work 
groups and consist of a small army that raises 
collectively and on average about $110,000. 

Connie Tilton, ExxonMobil spokeswom-
an, said teams are very active throughout 
the year raising money with events like bake 
sales, a golf tournament, online auctions and 
pie wars.  In fact, Tilton said they’ve almost 
reached their goal of $120,000. 

On Thursday, ExxonMobil hosted its an-
nual Relay For Life Golf Tournament, which 

netted more than $11,000. 
“Our next big fundraisers will be the night 

of relay. We will have plenty of food and 
games,” Tilton said. “We invite the commu-
nity to stop by our booths and enjoy the fun.” 

Over the past 12 years, ExxonMobil has 
raised more than $1.4 million for Relay For 
Life. But ExxonMobil’s support goes far 
beyond just fundraising, as countless volun-
teers have served on the local Relay For Life 
organizing committee through the years, 
provided event day volunteers, encouraged 
its employees to participate on teams and has 
proudly supported the event with a $15,000 
triple diamond sponsorship, including this 
year.  The Bay Area Relay will start at 6 
p.m., April 5 at Houston Raceway Park pow-
ered by Pennzoil, 2525 FM 565.  

For more information visit www.Relay-
ForLife.org/bayareatx or call 800-227-2345. 

ExxonMobil backs Relay For Life

100 years
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The Goose Creek Gasser 1919 (weekly) 

The Goose Creek Gasser 1922 (semi-weekly)

The Semi-Weekly Tribune 1924
     (moved to The Tribune Bldg., 305 W. Texas Avenue in Goose Creek, 1927)

The Daily Tribune 1929 (moved to 119 West Pearce in 1931) 
(Pelly News 1927-1929, Tri-City News Herald 1927, The Pelly Telegram 1930)

Tri-Cities Sun – July 19, 1931 (weekly)

The Daily Sun – August 15, 1933

The Baytown Sun – August 17, 1949 - Present

Congratulations

For 100 years, 
we’ve had you covered.

We are looking forward to 
the next 100 and beyond.

H I B A C H I
GRILL & BUFFET

Celebrating 9 Year Anniversary
HAPPY HOUR!

Senior Citizens 60+ $7.45
Mon-Thurs • 2-5 pm 3703 Garth Road, Baytown • 281-838-8168

One child w/adult, child under 8 years old Eats Free

• Betty Bob (Liza) Storm 
Walmsley
• Mary Odelle LaBauve 
Hurr
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Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no 
evil: For thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me.    – Psalm 23:4
Degree and declare no 
more just going through 
our valleys. Learn to go 
and grow. Be encouraged!  
            – SH

BIBLE VERSE

OBITUARIES
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76

WEATHER
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Patriot pride 
GCM seeks first 2-0 
start this decade

Vol. 99, No. 174                              281-422-8302                                 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6,  2019                                www.baytownsun.com                     One dollar

The Baytown Sun

Like our Facebook 
page: facebook.com/
BaytownSun

Follow us on Twitter: 
@thebaytownsun

CONNECT

#SHARPIEGATE UNDERSCORES TRUMP’S MINDSET PAGE 3

SPORTS
SUNNEWS

Page 8

RELIGION

Pastors offer biblical 
principles & thoughts

Scam alert 
Fraudster pretends 
to be bill collector

COMMUNITY

New feature coming to Pirates Bay in 2020
BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 

christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

Since Pirates Bay Water Park 
is officially closed for the season, 
the Baytown Parks and Recre-
ation Department is working to 
get a new toy for the park that will 
be the only one of its kind in the 
United States. 

Next season visitors will have 
the chance to race through a Nin-
jaCross course — an interchange-
able obstacle course that will be 
suspended above a pool. 

“This structure is currently 
being fabricated in Richardson, 
Texas and will be erected in their 
shop before its brought down 
here and installed,” Jenna Steven-
son, aquatics superintendent for 
Baytown Parks and Recreation, 
said. 

The obstacle course will be sus-
pended over the activities pool at 
Pirates Bay, which will replace 
the lily pads.   

The course can have six to eight 
obstacles that will hang from a 
frame above the water. Each side 
of the frame will have the same 
obstacles so users can race one 
another. 

“It’s going to be a lot of fun,” 
Parks Director Scott Johnson said. 

While there are few NinjaCross 
courses in Germany and Japan, 
Baytown’s will be the first in the 
U.S. 

“There is a fitness company 
that has bought into this product 
overseas, and actually wants to 
put it indoors and over pools,” 
Stevenson said. “And they’ve 
been biting at the bit and asking 
NinjaCross when ours will be in-

stalled so they can see it.”   
The new attraction could also 

be used to attract new visitors to 
the park, as it has the potential to 
be used for tournaments or special 
events. 

“It definitely opens the door for 
some new activities at the water 

park,” Johnson said. 
In addition to announcing the 

park’s newest attraction, Steven-
son said Pirates Bay recorded 
strong numbers in its 10th year 
despite having a shorter season.  

The water park had to close 

Obstacle course would be nation’s first

A NinjaCross obstacle course, similar to this one, is coming to Pirates Bay.

Baytown Sun photo by Kim Keefer
Baytown Lee defensive lineman Marcus Johnson (84) chases down the Splendora quarterback as Edgar Pulido (23) joins pursuit. See Page 5 for game details. 

Good news for Texas Avenue
New development planned for the Baytown Arts District

Good Samaritan’s body recovered
Kemah Boardwalk employee drowned attempting to help kayaker in peril

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

A Kemah Boardwalk employee 
drowned after jumping in the wa-
ters of Galveston Bay to try and 
save a kayaker in distress.

The man was identified as 
56-year-old Todd Riddle of Deer 
Park, a Boardwalk maintenance 
worker. His body was recovered 
Thursday morning.   

According to Chambers County 
Sheriff Brian Hawthorne, at 9:30 
a.m. Wednesday, Riddle jumped 
into the waters of Galveston Bay 
from the Kemah Boardwalk to help 
a kayaker who had turned over ap-
proximately 100 yards offshore. 

Hawthorne said 
the kayaker as well 
as another citizen 
who also jumped in 
to help both made it 
back to shore safely.

“ U n f o r t u n a t e -
ly, Riddle did not,” 
Hawthorne said, 
adding the good Sa-

maritan’s body was located at about 
10 a.m. near the area where he was 
last seen.

The U.S Coast Guard also helped 
in the search for Riddle. 

“People on scene lost sight of the 
employee (after he jumped in the 
water) and notified authorities,” 
U.S. Coast Guard officials said in a 

released statement.
Hawthorne said Riddle jumped in 

from the Galveston County part of 
the Boardwalk in Kemah.

“But the minute he jumped in and 
swam out to where he did, it was 
Chambers County, so it is a Cham-
bers County death,” Hawthorne 
said. “The water was really rough, 
so that must have been the problem 
the kayaker was dealing with.”

Riddle swam out pretty far before 
he disappeared in the water, Haw-
thorne said. 

“It was quite a swim, about as 
many as 150 yards out, and that is a 
long swim in rough water,” 

RIDDLE

SEE RAIL • PAGE 10

SEE ARTS • PAGE 10

SEE PARK • PAGE 10

SEE DROWN • PAGE 10

Train 
traffic 
relief
Union Pacific to 
add 2nd main line

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Union Pacific Railroad 
expects to start work on a 
second main line extending 
from north of Mont Belvieu 
to north Baytown, parallel 
to the existing line, which 
could provide some relief 
to drivers frustrated by 
immobile trains blocking 
Baytown rail crossings.

The track between the 
Mont Belvieu Railyard just 
north of FM 1942 down 
past the Chevron Phillips 
plant all the way to the in-
tersection with the spur line 
that crosses Highway 146 
by the Pinehurst subdivi-
sion would be made into a 
double track with several 
crossovers.

Baytown drivers fre-
quently complain about 
trains blocking crossings 
south of that area and not 
moving — crossings such 
as Cedar Bayou Lynchburg, 
Crosby Cedar Bayou, Ar-
cher Road, Massey Tomp-
kins and Bob Smith.

While these are not in the 
area of the new track, trains 
blocking those roads are of-
ten waiting on other trains 
that block the main line 
while maneuvering into or 
out of Chevron Phillips or 
nearby facilities. A second 
clear track would reduce 
congestion on the rail line 
and mean fewer stopped 
trains blocking street 

SWA Group presented a plan to develop a nearly 1-acre site 
on Texas Avenue into a mixed-use building and public open 
space. Part of the concept was developing a two-story facility 
that could house a restaurant or café.

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

The City of Baytown will con-
tinue to invest in the Baytown Arts 
District, as it hopes to develop a 
nearly 1-acre site on Texas Avenue 
into a vibrant destination that will 
draw visitors to the Downtown Arts 
District. 

Urban designers with SWA Group 
presented concepts and cost esti-
mates to the Baytown Municipal 

Development District Thursday for 
the development of the site at the 
corner of Texas Avenue and S. Ash-
bel Street. 

The presentation included build-
ings — possibly two stories with a 
terrace — that could house restau-
rants or cafes, a gateway art instal-
lation space, a garden and patio, 
urban play zones, food truck plaza, 
sidewalk café area, a picnic lawn, 
an art market plaza, parking and art 
courtyard. 

The presentation also proposed 
closing S. Ashbel Street, between 
Texas Avenue and W. Pearce Street, 
to connect the Town Square to the 
new plaza. 

City Manager Rick Davis justified 
building a facility that could house a 
restaurant with an established clien-
tele first so it can generate foot traf-
fic immediately.  

“All of the other elements that 

ACCEPT MORE WAYS TO PAY

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION  |  WWW.TEXASFIRST.BANK/MERCHANT-SERVICES

Increase your company’s revenue by giving your 

customers more ways to pay for your services! 

With merchant services from Texas First Bank, you 

can start accepting credit and debit cards:

In-Store Online By Phone or Tablet

• Loretta Jean Russell

• John P. Krolczyk

• Ollie James Ford, Jr.

• Bernice Wilson
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Final rehearsal 

REL hosts Galena Park 

in last non-district tilt
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For I will cast our nations 

before you and enlarge 

your borders.   

                – Exodus 34:24  

Lord you know no limits. 

I/we were created in 

your image! Above and 

beyond. Be encouraged!  

                           
            – SH

COUNTY ADDING ENVIRONMENTAL EXPERTS AFTER REFINERY FIRES PAGE 2

SPORTS
SUNNEWS Battleship for Baytown

Photo by Jay Eshbach

A photo of a painting by beloved artist Ken Pridgeon of the Battleship Texas moored at Bayland Island. Local philan-

thropist Jay Eshbach commissioned the painting and will unveil it tonight at the Baytown council meeting. Eshbach is 

leading a effort to bring the battleship to Baytown.

HOTSPOTS

Dining tour stops at  

Que Lindo es Mexico
Page 8

Golden Grooves

Enjoy an evening of live 

music and dancing at the 

Golden Grooves Senior 

Dance from 7 to 10 p.m. 

Friday. The dance will be 

at Baytown Community 

Center Auditorium at 2407 

Market St.
Bring a dish to share 

with the crowd. The event 

is free to ages 50 and up. 

Call 281-420-6598 or visit 

www.baytown.org for more 

information. 

COMMUNITY

ESHBACH

MOORE

SHIP • PAGE 3
COLLEGE • PAGE 2

SEE ARREST • PAGE 3

LEE

Presentation to move USS Texas to Bayland Island tonight

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 

christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

What if you could drive over the 

Fred Hartman Bridge to see the last 

surviving dreadnought as you enter 

Baytown? 
A dry-docked USS Texas, or Bat-

tleship Texas, sitting next to a brand 

new conference center and hotel is 

what Jay Eshbach will present to 

Baytown City Council tonight in 

hopes of garnering support. 

“It’s a once-in-a-lifetime proj-

ect,” Eshbach said. “The U.S. has a 

population of 328 million, but very 

few of them can say they have a 

100-year-old national monument in 

their backyard. So I think its worth 

whatever we try to do to get it to 

Baytown.” 
Eshbach also hopes the city will 

consider forming a steering com-

mittee to evaluate the project and 

return with recommendations. 

“It needs to be done (soon) be-

cause the ship is leaving in Octo-

ber (for repairs) and will be gone 

a year,” Eshbach said. “And what-

ever it comes back 

to needs to be started 

in the near future, or 

there’s not going to 

be any place for it to 

go.” 
Once considered 

the world’s most 

powerful weapon, the 

Battleship Texas is in 

dire needs of repairs, which led to 

the approval of Senate Bill 1511, 

allowing the battleship to be towed 

from its berth near the San Jacinto 

Battle Ground and repaired to the 

tune of $35 million. 

Bruce Bramlett, the executive di-

rector of the Battleship Texas Foun-

dation, has said the historic dread-

nought would not be returning to 

its berth near the San Jacinto Mon-

ument. Citing lack of tourism and 

possible more deterioration from 

the waters, Bramlett said he is open 

to moving it to another location. 

However, where the ship would 

end up after repairs has been a 

source of controversy. 

Some say they want the ship, 

first commissioned in 1914, to be 

brought back to La Porte, where the 

U.S. Navy gifted it in 1948. 

But the names of some cities 

such as Galveston, Kemah or even 

Corpus Christi have been tossed 

around, as has Baytown. 

The prospect could bring 300,000 

to 400,000 visitors a year. 

“We will listen and consider all 

ideas that may help our communi-

ty,” City Manager Rick Davis said. 

“As a city, whether it locates to 

Baytown or not, we’re always in-

terested in the preservation of our 

national and Texas history. We just 

need to be open and consider all op-

tions.” 
“The Battleship Texas doesn’t 

just belong to the Navy or the De-

fense Department; it belongs to the 

country, it belongs to the state of 

Texas, it belongs to all of us,” he 

added. “I’m sure that the legislature 

will ultimately find the right home 

for it.” 
With Bayland Island slated for 

BY KAREN MATTHEWS AND JENNIFER PELTZ 

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — People who were too young 

on 9/11 to even remember their lost loved ones, 

and others for whom the grief is still raw, paid 

tribute with wreath-layings and the solemn roll 

call of the dead Wednesday as America marked 

the 18th anniversary of the worst terror attack 

on U.S. soil.
“Eighteen years. We will not forget. We 

cannot forget,” Bud Salter, who lost his sister, 

Catherine, said at ground zero.

President Donald Trump laid a wreath at the 

Pentagon, telling victims’ relatives: “This is 

your anniversary of personal and permanent 

loss.”
“It’s the day that has replayed in your mem-

ory a thousand times over. The last kiss. The 

last phone call. The last time hearing those pre-

cious words, ‘I love you,’” the president said.

Later, former President George W. Bush, 

who was in office on 9/11, and then-Defense 

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld attended another 

wreath-laying at the Pentagon.

Near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, the third 

site where planes crashed on Sept. 11, 2001, 

Vice President Mike Pence credited the crew 

and passengers who fought back against the 

hijackers with protecting him and others in the 

U.S. Capitol that day.

“I will always believe that I and many others 

in our nation’s capital were able to go home 

that day and hug our families because of the 

courage and selflessness of your families,” 

said Pence, who was an Indiana congressman 

at the time. 
Officials concluded the attackers had been 

aiming the plane toward Washington.

Nearly 3,000 people were killed when ter-

rorist-piloted planes slammed into the World 

Trade Center, the Pentagon and the field in 

Pennsylvania.
After reading part of the long list of names, 

Parboti Parbhu choked up as she spoke from 

the ground zero podium about her slain sister, 

Hardai. Even after nearly two decades, “there’s 

no easy way to say goodbye,” she said.

By now, the heritage of grief has been hand-

ed down to a new generation, including chil-

dren and young adults who knew their lost rel-

atives barely or not at all.

Like the families, the nation is still grappling 

with the aftermath of Sept. 11. The effects are 

visible from airport security checkpoints to Af-

ghanistan, where the post-9/11 U.S. invasion 

has become America’s longest war. 

18 years later, America vows never to forget

Finding 
common 
ground

Presidential forum

BY MARK FLEMING

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Dr. Johnny Moore, the 

third finalist for the pres-

idency of Lee College to 

meet the community, said 

he considers Lee to be a 

destination institution and 

Baytown to be a place with 

much to offer 

for his whole 

family.
A native 

of Arkan-
sas who is 

c u r r e n t l y 

p r e s i d e n t 

of Pierpont 

Community 

and Technical College in 

Fairmont, West Virginia, 

Moore said his path to be-

coming the first member of 

his family to graduate from 

college came through ath-

letics.
“College was not talked 

about in my household un-

til my senior year of high 

school when I started re-

ceiving phone calls from 

basketball coaches.”

While he was recruiting 

by Texas schools such as 

University of Texas El Paso 

and Sam Houston State, he 

eventually went to a small 

private college in Arkansas, 

Philander Smith College, 

where he played basketball 

and got a degree in mathe-

matics.
His 30-year career in 

higher education started at 

a two-year college in Ar-

kansas and has also taken 

him to institutions in Tex-

as and West Virginia. All 

of that time has been in 

comprehensive two-year 

colleges except for a two-

year stint as president of 

his alma mater, Philander 

Smith.
He said going to a small 

private college gave him 

the experience of a small 

institution committed to 

providing a pathway for 

student success, which is 

the model he sees for com-

munity colleges.

BY MARK FLEMING 

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

A 23-year-old New Orleans 

man was arrested Tuesday in 

Coweta County, Georgia, for a 

drive-by shooting in west Cham-

bers County Aug. 25.

The shooting occurred in the 

4000 block of Texana Drive, 

which is off FM 3180 between 

Beach City and Cove.

According to Chambers Coun-

ty Sheriff Bryan Hawthorne, the 

Sheriff’s Office received a 911 

call about 9:50 p.m. Aug. 25 

reporting shots fired. On arriv-

al, they learned that no one was 

injured but that 

a residence had 

been struck sever-

al times by gunfire 

from at least two 

separate weapons.

They learned 

that two persons 

had come to the house asking for 

two young adults, who the resi-

dents of the home said they did 

not know.
The homeowner asked them to 

leave.
As the two men were leaving 

Arrest made in Chambers Co. drive-by shooting

New Orleans man charged in Baytown neighborhood incident
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Mont Belvieu Police Department 

earns state recognition

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 

christopher.james@baytownsun.

com 

The Mont Belvieu Po-

lice Department is one of 

just 158 law enforcement 

agencies in Texas to be 

recognized by the Texas 

Police Chief’s Association 

Foundation. 
During Monday night’s 

city council meeting, Pete 

Bacon, assistant chief of 

the Webster Police De-

partment, presented Chief 

Virgil Blasdel with a cer-

tificate of completion for 

the Law Enforcement 

Recognition Program that 

took over two years to 

achieve. 
“Credit goes to Lt. 

(Steve) Ferguson, he was 

my program manager and 

he did a lot of hard work,” 

Blasdel said to city coun-

cil. “It took us a while, 

but the department stood 

behind us. I also want to 

think (City Manager) Na-

than Watkins for standing 

behind us.” 
To achieve this level of 

professional excellence, 

the Mont Belvieu Police 

Department complied with 

166 Texas law enforce-

ment best practices, which 

were developed to assist 

agencies in the efficient 

and effective delivery of 

service, the reduction of 

risk and the protection of 

individual’s rights.  

“The recognition pro-

gram ensures this city 

council and the citizens of 

Mont Belvieu that its agen-

cy is operating in a man-

ner that reflects the current 

and best practices in Texas 

law enforcement,” Bacon 

said. “It means this agency 

is one of the very best in 

the state.” 
To comply with best 

practices, the Mont Bel-

vieu Police Department 

had to do a complete audit 

of all its policies, proce-

dures, training and opera-

tions to meet the standards 

set by the Texas Police 

Chief Association. 

The voluntary accredi-

tation program addresses 

a full range of operations 

such as the use of force; 

vehicle pursuit; officer 

training; arrest, search and 

seizure; and property and 

evidence management, to 

name a few. 
After an onsite inspec-

tion that included inter-

viewing staff, inspection 

of facilities and operations 

and rides with field offi-

cers, the report was sent 

to the recognition com-

mittee. The nine serving 

police chiefs from across 

the state that make up the 

committee then unani-

mously approved Mont 

Belvieu’s recognition. 

“During the process, 

the Mont Belvieu Police 

Department exceeded all 

standards,” Bacon said. 

“The real value in the pro-

gram is in the process they 

went through to obtain it.” 

With the recognition, 

the Mont Belvieu Police 

Department must send 

annual reports to prove it 

continues to comply with 

standards set by the pro-

gram. 
In four years, the Mont 

Belvieu Police Depart-

ment will be inspected 

once again. 

Mont Belvieu Police Chief Virgil Blasdel accepts a certificate of recognition for completing 

the Law Enforcement Recognition Program. From left are City Manager Nathan Watkins, 

Webster Asst. Chief Pete Bacon, Blasdel and Lt. Steve Ferguson. (Mont Belvieu photo)

The City of Mont Belvieu held its second and final pub-

lic hearing on the tax rate and could adopt it on Sept. 23. 

City staff has recommended tax rate remain unchanged 

at a rate of $0.436659 per $100 valuation, the same rate 

that has been in effect for several years. 

Property tax is expected to bring in $17.8 million in the 

coming year. 
 About 83% of Mont Belvieu’s property tax revenue 

comes from industry, and commercial and industrial 

property is taxed 100% of its value. 

Homeowners, however, receive a 20% homestead ex-

emption. And homeowners who are 65 or older receive 

an additional exemption of $160,00 while disabled home-

owners receive an exemption of $75,000. 

MB council to vote on tax rate Sept. 23

29th annual Texas Gatorfest starts Friday

BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The 29th annual Texas Gator-

fest is set to happen again, bring-

ing smiles to the faces of gator 

lovers.
The festival, which skipped 

2017 due to Hurricane Harvey, 

has been a staple in Chambers 

County for 30 years. 

The festival kicks off at 6 p.m., 

Friday at Fort Anahuac Park. 

There will be food and drink 

booths along with carnival rides, 

attractions, merchant vendors 

and airboat rides. 

“The park is also now open to 

beer sales throughout the park,” 

Robbie King, Gatorfest chair, 

said. 
The airboat rides are from 6 to 

8 p.m. Friday and Saturday. It is 

$14 per person to ride an airboat. 

The sign in for the 5K Gator 

Run/Walk is at 7 a.m. Saturday 

at the boat ramp parking lot. The 

actual event begins at 8 a.m. 

Registration for the car show 

and jeep show registration at 8 

a.m. Saturday. 
“The car and jeep show work 

hand-in-hand together, so they 

are going to be in the exact same 

area. One area has been sec-

tioned off for the car show, and 

another area was sectioned off 

for jeep show,” King said. 

The gates open at 10 a.m. Sat-

urday. From 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. is 

the Great Texas Alligator Round-

up
Another gator roundup is 

scheduled from noon to 5 p.m. 

Sunday.
The Alligator Education Tent 

opens at 10 a.m. and closes at 

8 p.m. Saturday. It is also open 

from noon to 6 p.m. Sunday. 

The sign-in for the Rumble on 

the Swamp is at 10:30 a.m. Sat-

urday in front of the Legion Hall 

at Fort Anahuac Park. The event 

starts at 11 a.m. 

The Wild West Show contin-

ues at noon, 2:30 p.m., 4 p.m., 

and 6 p.m. Saturday. 

The gates close at midnight 

Saturday. On Sunday, the gates 

open at noon and stay open until 

6 p.m. 
King said the barbecue cook-

off begins at 5 p.m. Friday and 

Saturday. 
“We will also have a kid’s zone 

for those younger kids with free 

games and prizes,” King said. 

Parking for the festival has 

been changed, King said.  

“We will have on-site parking, 

and for the first time, we will 

have premium parking behind 

the Legion Hall, which is $20 per 

vehicle,” she said. “And we will 

have our standard parking across 

the street, and that is $10.”

Musical entertainment will be 

presented all three days of the 

event. Nicolas Jamerson will 

begin performing at 6:30 p.m. 

Friday He is followed by Shiny 

Ribs at 8:30 p.m. and Kyle Park 

at 10:30 p.m. 
The Trent Cowie Band begins 

playing at 4:30 p.m. Saturday. 

Jason Cassidy follows the band 

at 6:30 p.m. and the Flatland 

Cavalry performs at 8:30 p.m. 

Category 6 ends the evening’s 

musical entertainment when they 

take the stage at 10:30 p.m. 

Jon David Finney will perform 

at 1:30 p.m. Sunday. Casey Roy-

er, Eddie Lotz and Todd Swonke 

end the day’s musical perfor-

mances when they begin at 3:30 

p.m.  
On Friday and Sunday, adult 

tickets are $10 while on Saturday 

adult tickets are $15. 

Children ages 5 through 12 are 

$5, while children under 5 get 

in free. Tickets for seniors over 

the age of 65 and those with an 

active military identification are 

$5. 
Tickets can be purchased at 

booths located at the main en-

trance or by visiting www.tex-

asgatorfest.com. 

United Way 

opens campaign, 

sets $3.1 mil goal
BY MARK FLEMING

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

And they’re off…

United Way of Greater 

Baytown Area and Cham-

bers County had an eve-

ning at the races theme 

for its campaign kickoff 

Thursday at The Club-

house at Evergreen Park, 

complete with ladies sport-

ing elaborate hats and the 

excited anticipation of a 

thunderous run to the finish 

line.
That finish line for the 

2019-2020 United Way 

Campaign is an ambitious 

one, with the organization 

setting a fundraising goal 

of $3.1 million for the new 

year to support both its 

direct programs and the 

many services by other or-

ganizations that depend on 

United Way for financial 

support.
Nick Woolery, who is 

both president of the Unit-

ed Way Board of Direc-

tors and chairperson of the 

campaign (in addition to 

his day job as interim as-

sistant city manager), chal-

lenged the people present 

for the kickoff to make this 

another strong year.

Though he announced 

the campaign’s financial 

goal, Woolery suggested 

that wasn’t the top empha-

sis for campaign leaders.

“The United Way cam-

paign is the one chance 

for every single person in 

all of our organizations in 

our entire service area to 

unite behind a mission that 

addresses targeted needs 

throughout our communi-

ty. To me that’s pretty cool 

and something to get fired 

up and passionate about.” 

The needs the United 

Way targets meeting are 

education, financial stabil-

ity and health.
He said the three years 

he ran the United Way 

campaign for city employ-

ees, he did not set a dollar 

goal, but rather focused on 

reaching people’s hearts.

“What we tried to do was 

let others see our passion 

for what happens when you 

donate a dollar to United 

Way. To me, what happens 

is that it impacts lives and 

it makes us better collec-

tively as a community.”

He also announced that 

in the first stage of the new 

campaign year, United 

Way board members and 

staff raised nearly $30,000.

“When your volunteer 

staff get behind something 

and give so generously, 

you know it is important. 

This campaign will benefit 

many programs that focus 

on issues found commu-

nity-wide. To each person 

who has supported our ef-

forts, I want to give a heart-

felt Thank You!”

United Way is continu-

ing its response to Hurri-

cane Harvey in addition 

to its regular services. In 

this year’s grant cycle, 25 

agencies requested funding 

for 35 programs for a total 

ask of $2,791,273, approx-

imately $500,000 more 

than in the prior year.

A unique feature of Unit-

ed Way is that a small set 

of corporate sponsors com-

mit to cover all of the ad-

ministrative and overhead 

costs of the organization, 

so that 100% of the money 

raised by workplace cam-

paigns goes to support of 

programs.
Individual, organization-

al and corporate donations 

can be made either online 

at www.unitedwaygbacc.

org or by sending a finan-

cial donation to United 

Way of Greater Baytown 

Area & Chambers Coun-

ty, 5309 Decker Drive, 

Baytown, 77520.
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Barbers Hill enters the stadium Friday night to face Montgomery in its home opener in Mont Belvieu. The Eagles won 

convincingly, 62-31. See story on Page 2. 
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He will bless them that fear 
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Psalm 115:13-14
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Barbers Hill enters the stadium Friday night to face Montgomery in its home opener in Mont Belvieu. The Eagles won 

convincingly, 62-31. See Page 5A for area football results. 

BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Lee College faculty, administra-

tors, students and the public will 

soon have a chance to meet and 

greet four people, one of which 

will eventually be chosen as the 

school’s next president. 

Four finalists will come to Lee 

College this week for a series of 

forums and interviews, all de-

signed to help decide which one 

will take the helm of the college 

once current President Dr. Dennis 

Brown retires in January 2020. 

The four candidates are Dr. Ste-

phen W. Dunnivant, Dean of Busi-

ness, Industry and Technology at 

Tallahassee Community College; 

Dr. Johnny Moore, president of 

Pierpont Community and Tech-

nical College in Fairmont, WV; 

Dr. Scott Scarborough. Professor 

of Practice – School of Accoun-

tancy at the University of Akron 

and previous University of Akron 

president; and Dr. Lynda Villan-

ueva, Provost and Vice President 

for Academic Affairs and Student 

Affairs at Brazosport College.

The college board spent time 

with 
Dr. 

W i l l i a m 
Holda, 

a 
consultant 

with the As-
sociation of 

Communi-
ty College 

T r u s t e e s , 
to go over 

preparations for the visits. Holda 

was hired by the college to assist 

with the presidential search. 

“It will be a busy day with three 

forums and an additional meeting 

with the president’s cabinets, the 

administrative leaders, and we are 

taking each candidate on a tour of 

the campus,” Board Chair Mark 

Hall said. “Then, we’ll meet with 

the board in the evening and have 

an extensive interview with each 

candidate and the board.”

The forums begin Monday with 

Dr. Villanueva, continue Tuesday 

with Dr. Dunnivant, then with Dr. 

Moore on Wednesday and con-

clude Thursday with Dr. Scarbor-

ough. Each day follows the same 

schedule with the faculty forum 

set from 8 to 9 a.m., and followed 

by the administrators and staff 

forum from 11:15 a.m. to 12:45 

p.m. A forum with students and 

the public follows starting at 2:30 

p.m. and ending at 3:45 p.m. All 

forums are in Tucker Hall, 200 

Lee Drive, Baytown. 

“We will wrap up one in the 

evening, and the next morning, it 

starts all over again,” Hall said. 

“It is a pretty tight schedule. And 

we will meet again on Friday after 

all the candidates have been  

DUNNIVANT
MOORE

SCARBOROUGH VILLANUEVA

Lee College presidential forums start Monday

Finalists’ interviews 

set throughout week
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‘Victory for the people’County to build 
long-sought road 

for W. Meadows
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The residents of West 

Meadows 
subdivision 

above Interstate 10 will 

soon have a new road to 

help alleviate traffic issues 

that have plagued them for 

years. Harris County Pct. 2 

Commissioner Adrian Gar-

cia and Baytown Mayor 

Brandon Capetillo have 

announced 
construction 

will begin on Ellis School 

Road from Hazelnut Lane 

to Thompson Road starting 

next week. The $500,000 project in-

cludes constructing a new 

two-lane asphalt roadway 

with open ditch drainage. 

The project is county-fund-

ed and the city prepped the 

area by removing debris. 

This project will provide 

residents with additional 

access into the subdivision 

from Hazelnut Lane. Con-

struction is scheduled for 

completion this year. 

“Building this roadway 

was the responsibility of 

the developer,” Garcia said 

“Unfortunately, the res-

idents were left in a bad 

spot when development 

stopped, and when they sent 

this request to my office, 

I knew we needed to help. 

We worked with the City of 

Baytown to come up with a 

United Way kicks off annual campaign

BY MARK FLEMING

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

And they’re off…
United Way of Greater Baytown 

Area and Chambers County had 

an evening at the races theme for 

its campaign kickoff Thursday 

at The Clubhouse at Evergreen 

Park, complete with ladies sport-

ing elaborate hats and the excited 

anticipation of a thunderous run 

to the finish line.
That finish line for the 2019-

2020 United Way Campaign is an 

ambitious one, with the organiza-

tion setting a fundraising goal of 

$3.1 million for the new year to 

support both its direct programs 

and the many services by other or-

ganizations that depend on United 

Way for financial support.

Nick Woolery, who is both pres-

ident of the United Way Board of 

Directors and chairperson of the 

campaign (in addition to his day 

job as interim assistant city man-

ager), challenged the people pres-

ent for the kickoff to make this 

another strong year.
Though he announced the cam-

paign’s financial goal, Woolery 

suggested that wasn’t the top em-

phasis for campaign leaders.

“The United Way campaign is 

the one chance for every single 

person in all of our organizations 

in our entire service area to unite 

behind a mission that address-

es targeted needs throughout our 

community. To me that’s pretty 

cool and something to get fired up 

and passionate about.” 

The needs the United Way tar-

gets meeting are education, finan-

cial stability and health.

$3.1 million goal set

SEE FORUM • PAGE 7A

SEE GOAL • PAGE 7A

SEE ROAD • PAGE 7A

Company, city connected

BY MARK FLEMING

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Two events in the early days of 

the 20th century forever changed 

the face of a handful of sleepy com-

munities nestled between the San 

Jacinto River and Cedar Bayou 

along the shores of Goose Creek.

The upstart town of Houston had 

the audacity to build a port nearly 

50 miles from the open waters of 

the Gulf of Mexico, reshaping Buf-

falo Bayou and the San Jacinto into 

a maritime superhighway, and oil 

was discovered on Tabbs Bay at the 

mouth of Goose Creek.

In 1919, the Humble Oil and Re-

fining Company made strategic use 

of those two happenings and built 

a refinery on the eastern shore of 

the river at the edge of the oilfield. 

From that point on, the Baytown 

Refinery and the communities 

around it, which would eventually 

consolidate into a city that shared 

its name, would grow from their in-

fancy, closely interwoven with one 

another.“Baytown and ExxonMobil share 

a unique, intertwined history,” said 

Dan Helgesen, Baytown Refinery 

manager.“It’s always fascinating to hear 

about all of the ways in which the 

Complex and the community grew 

up together over the years.

“The key to our mutual suc-

cess has been helping one another 

and contributing to each other’s 

successes. It’s a relationship we 

don’t take for granted; we will al-

ways stand up for Baytown just as 

they’ve always stood up for us.

“Ultimately, it is the people of 

ExxonMobil and Baytown who 

have made this partnership so 

strong. Without the contributions of 

generations of Baytown residents 

over the past century, we definitely 

would not be where we are today.

“I have no doubt that we will 

continue to achieve many more 

successes over the course of the 100 

years. We can’t wait to see what the 

ExxonMobil to celebrate 100 years in Baytown on Sept. 27

SEE EXXON • PAGE 3A
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ExxonMobil
Trailblazer
Meet the company’s newchemical plant managerKate Lightfoot

ExxonMobil now has their first female plant manager in the chemical plant refinery.
Kate Lightfoot is a native Arkansan and is paving the way for fellow women in the oil and gas industry.

Photo by Emily Russell, ExxonMobil Public and Government Affairs Advisor
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Since 1936, ExxonMobil 
and Lee College have teamed up to 
bring cutting-edge education to the 
workforce of the future. From investing 
in a state-of-the-art process technology 
lab and funding student scholarships, 
to eagerly volunteering and fostering 
mentorships among students and industry 
experts, ExxonMobil has shown a deep 
commitment to student success over the 
years. Lee College is proud to partner 
with an industry leader who truly cares 
about the future of our students and 
our community. Congratulations to 
ExxonMobil on 100 years!

Celebrating a 
tradition  
of partnership  
in education
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