This year we honor some amazing young
professionals. The 30 under 40 Class of 2022
includes educators, realtors, entrepreneurs, financial
officers, health care specialists, governmental entity
representatives, chemical engineers, oil & gas
specialists, a non-profit professional, a pilot,
an animal services manager,
marketing professionals and military veterans.
We are excited to introduce them each to you.
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The Baytown Sun is
excited to honor 30 of our
area’s rising leaders for
their business success and
community impact.
They are your neighbors,
co-workers and friends. The
2022 class of The Baytown
Sun’s “30 under 40” is a
diverse group, each with
their own strengths and
personalities.
The honorees come
from different fields and
backgrounds, but they have
one thing in common, their
impact and dedication to the
community.
Each honoree has a story of
professional achievement and
a commitment to making our
community a better place.
We are proud to award
them with this honor.

30 under 40 Class of 2022
Adam Bushnell
Carrie Campbell
Kyle Carrier
Jamall Carter, LCSW, CCM
Jenny Clement
Traci Crawford

Angela Davis
Sade Effiong
Benaya Hill
Jeremy Lamb
Jonathan Machemehl
Brian Moran
Eunice Morgan
Justin Neal

Cassie Nichols
Kaci Peña
Ashnell Polimis
Jacob Powell
Teri Rose
Brandy Royal
Jose Saenz
Derek Rupert Smith

Twan Stevenson
Jimbo Sylvia
Candace Thomas
Jerrad Toups, M.Div, BCC
Sebastian Troitino
Brenda Villafranco, RN
Ashley Wells
Mark Wilson
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What’s your leadership style?
Leadership: a quality that inspires and motivates people
beyond their normal levels of performance

Richard L. Daft

A plethora of books have been written on
leadership and the differing leader behavior
styles. Here are a few interesting notes from
“Management” 6th Edition by Richard L. Daft.

Interactive Leadership
Leading from a collaborative process, in which

adapt to change. “Transactional Leaders clarify the
role and task requirements of subordinates, initiate
structure, provide appropriate rewards, and try
to be considerate to and meet the social needs of
subordinates.”
“The Charismatic Leader has the ability to
inspire and motivate people to do more than they
would normally do, despite obstacles and personal
sacrifice.”
Visionary Leaders speak to the heart of
employees., letting them be part of something
bigger than themselves.”
“Transformational Leaders resemble charismatic
leaders, but are distinguished by their special
ability to bring about innovation and change
by recognizing followers’ needs and concerns,
helping them look at old problems in new ways,
and encouraging them to question the status quo.
Transformational leaders create significant change
in both followers and the organization.”

Author Jim Collins collaborated with 22 research

influence stems from relationships rather than from a

associates identifying Level 5 Leadership. In his

position of power or formal authority.

book, “Good to Great: Why Some Companies
Make the Leap … and Others Don’t”, Collins

Change Leadership
Change is inevitable. Leadership helps companies

Level 5 Leadership

Virtual Leadership
The balancing of accountability and flexibility
when leading a team who works remotely and
rarely sees each other in person. Providing clear
requirements is critical as well as an environment of
trust. Communication is key.

Servant Leadership
“Servant leadership, first described by Robert
Greenleaf, is leadership upside down because
leaders transcend self-interest to serve others and
the organization. Servant leaders operate on two
levels: for the fulfillment of their subordinates’
goals and needs and for the realization of the larger
purpose or mission of their organization. Servant
leaders give things away, power, ideas, information,
recognition, credit for accomplishments. …
Servant leaders bring the follower’s high motives
to the work and connect them to the organizational
mission and goals.”

describes Level 5 Leadership as “the highest level
in a hierarchy of manager capabilities. He says “a
key characteristic of Level 5 leaders is an almost
complete lack of ego … often may seem shy and
unpretentious.”
Level 5 leaders typically take responsibility for
errors and do not mind letting others take credit
when things go well.
He adds that though Level 5 leaders show
humility, they do possess fierce determination.
Source: “Management”, 6th Edition, by Richard L. Daft
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Adam Bushnell
Name: Adam Bushnell
Social Media : AgentAdam
Age: 25
Occupation:
Texas Realtor®, RE Investor, (Air Bnb, Turo,
& Travel Nurse Short Term Rental
Host)_ Company: _Texas Premier Realty &
CEO of Southern Air Properties & Rentals

What slogan
would you put
on your own
T-shirt?
“Assets Over
Liabilities” Credit to Earn
Your Leisure

Family:
Parents; Rickey & Elaine Bushnell,
Sisters; Alexis Bsshnell & Tamesha Sherman.
Fiance; Kalyn Leslie
Education: Schreiner University - BBA in
Business Management & Marketing, Also
played on Men’s Golf Team
Community & Professional Achievements:
Top Producing Sales Agent
21 Million dollar Producing Realtor in 2021
National Association of Realtors

How old were you when you had your first
paying job?
At 15, I worked at a local Golf Course (so that I
could play for free lol).

Quote to live by:
“Success is never owned, it is rented and rent is due everyday”

What motivates you to get out of bed in the
morning?
Creating a better life for my loved ones and
turning my visions into reality

Can you name a person who has had a
tremendous impact on you as a leader?
My Parents
What does leadership mean to you?
One who empowers others.
What was a hardship that you had to face, and
how did you overcome it?
In 2019, I was terminated from my first
corporate job out of college as an IT consultant,
however
I made the conscious decision to control my
own fate and become an entrepreneur. The best
way to predict the future is to create it.
What are you known for?
All things Real Estate (specifically my
unconventional Tthinking and relentless
problem solving)
When you walk into a room, do you prefer to
be noticed or fly under the radar?
I walk in every room as myself, and allow the
energy to flow naturally
What is your morning routine like?
Wake up, Thank God, Recite my Affirmations,
and then began the workday

Tell us about an accomplishment that you
consider to be the most significant in your life.
Owning my Businesses
What inspires you?
Financial Freedom
What are your hobbies?
Creating Real Estate content, Teaching others
about Real Estate, Listening to podcast,
Spending
time with friends and family, and Snow Skiing,
Favorites:
Book: The Alchemist
Movie: The Book of Eli
Sports: All of Them
Anything else?
If you are looking to purchase or sell in
Houston or surrounding areas please give me
a call!
(281) 917-5606 or
follow my instagram @Agentadam

Adam Bushnell was born January 4, 1997 in Baytown to the parents of
Rickey Bushnell and Elaine Richard-Bushnell. He currently resides in
Houston, Texas (downtown). Adam graduated from Barbers Hill High
School in 2015. While in high school, he was a member of the Varsity
Golf Team, three years as the team captain, All-District & All-Region. He
was a member of the National Honor Society and National Association of
Christian Athletes.
Adam received a 4-year Golf Scholarship to Schreiner University in
Kerrville, Texas. While in college, he was a member of the Men’s Golf Team
for three years, American Marketing Association and Summa Cum Laude.
He graduated from Schreiner University in 2019 and earned a Bachelor of
Business Administration degree with a minor in Mass Communications &
Marketing.
After graduating from College, he worked for a Multi Million Dollar
producing Realtor – Texas Premier Realty, and as an outsourcing Analyst
with Amerisave Mortgage Company and CEO of Southern Air Retreats.
Adam is a member of the National Association of Realtors and Houston
Board of Realtors. His hobbies are Everything Real Estate, Fitness, and
Enjoying Time with Friends & Family. His favorite Saying: “Success is never
owned, it is rented, and the rent is due everyday” Robert Rodriguez Jr.

nominated by J. Warren Singleton
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Carrie Campbell
Name: Carrie Campbell
Age: 33
Occupation:
Executive Assistant,
Plant Management
Company: Covestro
Family: Husband, Charles
Campbell and Daughters
Ava Campbell (13) and
Charlie Campbell (5)
Education: BAAS from
Lamar University by way
of Concordia University
Texas. Go Tornadoes!
Community & Professional
Achievements: I have
had the amazing opportunity to be Covestro’s Liaison
for the Baytown Chamber of Commerce’s Partners
in Education Program with Bowie Elementary for
four rewarding years (watch out Partner of the Year,
we’re coming for you!), Vice President of Covestro
Baytown’s Outreach Council, and Primary Scribe for
Covestro Baytown’s Emergency Operations Command
Team. I also had the insightful opportunity to act as
the Secretary of Mutual Aid Mont Belvieu, United
Way Ambassador 2018 - 2022, Member of Houston
Business Round Table’s 2022 Hard Crafts Large
Audit Team, contributing member of Baytown’s 50th
Anniversary Celebration Planning Team – what an
awesome event!
Quote to live by: “We can not become what we want to
be by remaining what we are.”
Can you name a person who has had a tremendous
impact on you as a leader? My mom has been a leader
in every capacity as far back as I can remember. She
has led by incredible example in her many years as
an educator. Her patience, grace, and humility are
qualities I strive to emulate each and every day. I have
also been blessed with amazing bosses throughout my
career whose passion, encouragement, knowledge, and
desire for continuous improvement have fueled my
passion for success.
What does leadership mean to you? Leadership is
supporting and encouraging your team with integrity
and fairness, being the voice of reason while being
understanding, and leading with an enthusiasm that
radiates to your team.
What was a hardship that you had to face, and how
did you overcome it? Being a working mom during
the COVID pandemic was a tough but rewarding
challenge for me. The time working from home was
absolutely a blessing as I was able to have two precious
years with my daughter before she starts school, but
juggling a toddler, teen, meetings, workload, and
the concerns that go along with a pandemic was a

challenge! I’m sure my co-workers can share some
funny stories of our toddler-interrupted meetings.
What are you known for? Positivity and organization
with a willingness to tackle any new task thrown my
way.
When you walk into a room, do you prefer to be
noticed or fly under the radar? I prefer to fly under the
radar. I get a great sense of accomplishment when I can
help others shine.
What is your morning routine like? My morning
routine is focused on getting sleepy kids up and ready
for the day which is not always an easy feat! Caffeine,
kids, commute, then hit the ground running when I
arrive at work.
What slogan would you put on your own T-shirt? She
believed she could, so she did!
How old were you when you had your first paying
job? My first job was babysitting as a teen. My first
“official” paper paycheck job was at 17 working on the
filing system at a local doctor’s office.
What motivates you to get out of bed in the morning?
Undoubtedly my family. Creating a life and a legacy
for them is huge for me.
Tell us about an accomplishment that you consider
to be the most significant in your life. This particular
accomplishment is a work in progress, but - raising my
two beautiful, strong, kind, daughters who I know will
move mountains!
What inspires you? I am incredibly inspired by
women in industry; women who are unapologetically
themselves are changing the world.
What are your hobbies?
My kids, volunteering,
playing volleyball when
I can, and anything that
gets me outside and in the
water.
Favorites (book, movie,
music or sports)?
Book: The Last Thing He
Told Me
Movie: Tough one,
anything action packed!
Music: 90’s Alternative
Sports: Any hometown
teams!
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“Carrie was born and raised in Baytown and
attended Baytown Christian Academy. She studied
communications at Concordia University and started
at Covestro Baytown as a contractor in September
2010. Over the years Carrie has supported the
Baytown site through document control, the HSE
(Health, Safety & Environment) group’s admin, and
more recently, transitioned in May 2021 to start
supporting Site Manager Demetri Zervoudis as
his executive admin, as well as provide support
at the local level for Rod Herrick, senior VP of
MEGA Projects. Carrie gives back to the Baytown
community through volunteerism with the site’s
Outreach Council, and her exceptional efforts with
Covestro Baytown’s PIE (Partner in Education) school
James Bowie Elementary, in which she leads a wide
variety of service projects for employees to engage
with students, as well as fun activities for staff,
students and their families. She is a mom of two and
resides just north of Baytown in the Dayton area. No
matter what kind of work Carrie is doing, she always
has a positive, can-do attitude and
does it with a smile.”

Preslie Cox Lastovica
Communications
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Kyle Carrier
Name: Kyle Carrier
Age: 37
Insurance Agent
Harris County Insurance Center
Family: Wife – Brittney Carrier
Daughter 11 Paityn and Son 9 Kason
Education: Texas A&M University
Quote to live by: Colossians 3:23
Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the
Lord and not for men.
Can you name a person who has had a
tremendous impact on you as a leader?
My Dad.
What does leadership mean to you? Finding ways to Serve those around
you ... Family, Employees, Customers, Neighbors.
What are you known for? I can make a mean breakfast ,,, especially
French Toast and Waffles .
When you walk into a room, do you prefer to be noticed or fly under the
radar? Under the Radar
What is your morning routine like? Hunting down Coffee & Kids
What slogan would you put on your own T-shirt? “ Sure, Why Not ? ”
How old were you when you had your first paying job? Server at the
Wrangler Steakhouse in Navasota .
What motivates you to get out of bed in the morning?
An abnormally loud alarm clock !!!
Tell us about an accomplishment that you consider to be the most
significant in your life. Having an amazing Family that surprises me
every day .
What inspires you? Seeing people sacrificing by Serving Others around
them.
What are your hobbies?
Running, Swimming, Hunting and Sports Card Collecting
Favorites:
Movie: Band of Brothers
TV: Watching college football & the Astros
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Jamall Carter, LCSW, CCM
Name: Jamall Carter
Age: 33
Manager of Case
Management and Social
Work
Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital
Family: Wife of 5 years
Lauren, Daughter Hannah
(2), host of extended family.
Education: I graduated
from Ross. S. Sterling
High School in 2007. I
received Bachelor of Arts
and Science in Social Work
with honors from Prairie
View A&M University in
2011. I received Master of
Social Work with honors
from University of Houston
in 2013 specializing in
gerontological social work
practice.
Community & Professional
Achievements: ICARE
recipient with Houston
Methodist Baytown
Hospital. “ICARE” award
is awarded to employees
who go above and beyond
to demonstrate integrity,
compassion, accountability,
respect and excellent to
patients and staff.
I am also a Sunshine
Award winner! The
Sunshine Award recognizes
extraordinary non-nursing
caregivers including patient
care technicians, and other
vital team members.
Quote to live by: Be the
light!
Can you name a person
who has had a tremendous
impact on you as a leader?
My grandmother Ms.
Sanders had the greatest
impact on me as a leader.
She was a leader in many
ways and did it effortlessly.
She had a respect for
everyone she encountered,

Jamall Carter, Manager,
Clinical Effectiveness/Case Management:
“Jamall has climbed the career ladder at Houston
Methodist Baytown. He started as a part-time
employee, eventually moving to a full-time role.
Jamall’s does exceptional work. He goes above
and beyond to understand his patient’s concerns
and advocates for their wishes. Jamall supports his
team through challenging situations, is focused on
achieving goals and follows through in the projects he
is assigned. He is a valued member of the Houston
Methodist Baytown team.”

Laurie Terry, Administrative Director
Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital

showed empathy, and made
sure others felt important.
Modeling her practice has
helped my career blossom!
What does leadership mean
to you? Leadership means
leading by example. Being
available and ready to listen
to the team that I manage.
A strong foundation
based on empathy,
confidence, creativity, and
accountability are all good
qualities of leadership that I
hold near and dear!
What was a hardship that
you had to face, and how
did you overcome it?
A hardship faced in my
life was being labeled as
“different” growing up.
Having a physical disability
can be challenging for
anyone, but it does not
have to define who you
are! Once I understood this
concept, I was able to take
charge in every aspect of
my life and be the change
that others could see!
Perseverance has taken me
far!
What are you known for?
I am known for making
the best Cajun turkey
and potato salad for the
holidays! People travel
from far and near for my
potato salad!

When you walk into a
room, do you prefer to be
noticed or fly under the
radar? It is always good to
be noticed but I love to fly
under the radar
What is your morning
routine like? Combing
hair, packing lunches, and
listening to Cocomelon per
my daughter’s request. Oh
the joys of parenthood!
What slogan would you put
on your own T-shirt? Life is
too short not to laugh!

How old were you when
you had your first paying
job? I started my first
paying job at the age of
16. Working in the food
service industry early on
taught me responsibility,
good work habits, time
management skills and
to appreciate every
penny earned!
What motivates you
to get out of bed in
the morning? The
opportunity to lead,

motivate and inspire others!
Tell us about an
accomplishment that you
consider to be the most
significant in your life.
Being able to live my life to
it’s fullest potential. Being
a shining light for others
while doing things that I
enjoy making sure that my
light does not dim.
What inspires you? I am
inspired by the endless
opportunities that life has to
offer! The sky is the limit
for anyone!
What are your hobbies?
My favorite hobby is
spending time with family.
The greatest joy in those
moments are scanning the

room periodically to see
smiling faces and everyone
having a good time. I also
enjoy binge watching
murder mysteries in my
leisure.
Favorites (book, movie,
music or sports)? I enjoy
listening to smooth and
laid-back jazz music in
the afternoons! Helps me
to unwind, relax and to
reflect!
Anything else? I am so
honored, grateful, and
blessed to be recognized for
this wonderful opportunity!
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Jenny Clement
Name: Jenny Clement
Age: 36
Occupation:
Art Teacher, BHISD

What are you known for? I think
I am known for having a bubbly
personality. I also hope I am
known for lovin’ Jesus!

Family: Parents: Timmy &
Debbie McHugh of Highlands;
Mother-in-law: Ada Clement of
Mont Belvieu; Husband: Zach
Clement; Children: Charlie
Clement (9) & Cash Clement (6)

When you walk into a room, do
you prefer to be noticed or fly
under the radar? I don’t prefer to
be noticed. But I do sometimes
feel responsible for making the
sure mood of the room is joyful,
safe, and inclusive.

Education: Bachelor of Science
in Communications degree from
University of Houston Clear
Lake; Teaching Certificate from
Texas Teachers
Community & Professional
Achievements: I serve in the
café at Faith Family Church in
Baytown; I am a campus leader
at my school that I work at; I
serve on the Social & Emotional
Learning Committee for BHISD;
I am in a Book Club with some
girlfriends of mine; and I am in a
small group with my family
Quote to live by: There are so
many to choose from. But my
favorite scripture is a guide how
on to use my words as a powerful
tool to bring people to joy. To tell
them who they are, who they are
becoming, who they can be, and
how loved they are.
Scripture: Gracious words are
like a honeycomb. Sweet to the
soul and healing to the bones.
Proverbs 16:24
This scripture encourages me to
compliment others, use words to
lift others up, and to speak truth
into people.
Can you name a person who has
had a tremendous impact on you
as a leader? I cannot name one
person. But a few outstanding
people come to mind.

I will list their names and what
they help lead me in.
Zach Clement- loyal, witty,
strong, kind, and playful.
My mom and dad: supportive,
honest, strong, genuine, tender,
and giving.
Mandy Malone- Strong, intuitive,
intentional, and honest.
Selena Smith- spiritual, obedient,
and bold.
Lisa Watkins- passionate, fruitful,
funny, and strong.
Ada Clement- inspiring,
supportive, strong, and driven.
Sandra Duree- Ray of sunshine.
Joyful, genuine, and engaged.
Shelly Auzenne- encouraging,
thoughtful, obedient, and
engaged.
What does leadership mean
to you? Leadership to me, is
having the ability to recognize all
different styles of personalities,
embracing and noticing the good
in others, and having the courage
to steer conversations the right
way.

What is your morning routine
like? Quiet time with Jesus, lots
of coffee, pressing snooze too
many times, and worship music!
What slogan would you put on
your own T-shirt?
Confidence is Contagious
How old were you when you had
your first paying job? I was 16
when I first started working.
What motivates you to get out
of bed in the morning? I have no
problem waking up and facing
the day. My blessings surround
me with joy. I made the choice a
long time ago to CHOOSE JOY
in the morning- no matter the
happenings around me.
Tell us about an accomplishment
that you consider to be the most
significant in your life. The
decision to be baptized. It is so
significant to me because that is
when I decided to let God carry
me, instead of me trying to do it
all on my own.
What inspires you? My husband
and his ability to love so deeply;
and my children and their ability
to see the world through a lens of
innocence, happiness, and total
trust.

What are your hobbies? I enjoy
playing outside with my kids,
dinner with my husband, laughing
with my girlfriends, yoga, Pilates,
the beach, the river, church, and
visiting with my mom and dad.
Favorites: One of my alltime favorite books is called
Everybody Always by Bob Goff
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Traci Crawford

Traci Crawford
Age: 34
Owner, President,
Realtor Origen Realty
Family: Mom of 2 boys:
Witten Crawford (10) &
Lane Crawford (8)
Education: Bachelor’s
Degree is Business from
Lamar University
Community & Professional
Achievements: Agent Development for Origen Realty
Quote to live by: “You did not wake up today to be mediocre” Phila Melton,
my mom. She was a single
mom of 3 daughters that lead us to live great lives.
Can you name a person who has had a tremendous impact on you as a leader?
What does leadership mean to you? Leadership is to inspire others to dream
big, do more, and become more.
What was a hardship that you had to face, and how did you overcome it?
Losing my mother recently was devastating. She
was my biggest supporter so I push through
What are you known for? Being a mom & selling real estate. everyday to
make her proud!
When you walk into a room, do you prefer to be noticed or fly under the
radar?
Be noticed, but only because I want to greet EVERYONE!
What is your morning routine like? Quiet time, check emails, get ready, wake
kids, and get them off to school.
What slogan would you put on your own T-shirt? Blessed Mama
How old were you when you had your first paying job? 16, hostess at a
restaurant.
What motivates you to get out of bed in the morning? My kids, first!! Next,
helping agents and my clients.
Tell us about an accomplishment that you consider to be the most significant
in your life.
What inspires you? Creating a sustainable business that I can provide for my
family. Helping others!
What are your hobbies? Hanging out with the family & dancing
Favorites: I love watching my kids play baseball!

u
l
t
a
a
t
r
i
o
g
n
n
o
c Cassie Nichols & s
Traci crawford
for being selected as rising
leaders under 40

www.origenrealty.com
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Angela Davis
Name: Angela Davis
Age: 35
Business owner/ Esthetician,
Eagle Med Spa
Family:
Married with three kids
Education:
College graduate
Community & Professional
Achievements: Being a mom is my
greatest achievement! Owning a
successful business that allows me to
offer affordable services to my clients
is a blessing!
Quote to live by: Believe in yourself
and anything is possible!
Can you name a person who has had
a tremendous impact on you as a
leader? My husband
What does leadership mean to you?
Someone that leads by example.
What was a hardship that you had to
face, and how did you overcome it?
When starting your own business it
comes with a lot of hard work and
dedication. For me this meant finances
were going to be tight for a little
while, little sleep and working around
the clock.
What are you known for? Treating
people the way I would want to be
treated. Always taking others feelings
into consideration . Being respectful.
When you walk into a room, do you
prefer to be noticed or fly under the
radar? Under the radar.
What is your morning routine like?
Getting my kids to school then getting
myself to work! If it’s a weekend
we like to sleep in. We try to spend
more time together as a family on
weekends.
What slogan would you put on your
own T-shirt? Believe you can and
you’re half way there.
How old were you when you had your
first paying job? 16
What motivates you to get out of bed
in the morning? My family
Tell us about an accomplishment that
you consider to be the most significant
in your life. Raising

my kids
and starting
my own
business
from the
ground up!
What
inspires
you?
Giving
people an
affordable
service
that allows
them to live

a better life and
have more self confidence.
What are your hobbies? Making
memories with my family.
Favorites (book, movie, music or
sports)? I love comedy movies and
watching my kids play
sports. I listen to anything with a good
beat but mostly Christian hip hop.
Anything else? Keep your faith and
you can do anything you set your
mind to! “Success is not
the key to happiness.
Happiness is the key
to success. If you love
what you are doing,
you will be
successful.
-Herman Cain

CMYK
ExxonMobil
THURSDAY
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Sade Effiong

Name: Sade Effiong
Age: 37
Mechanical Resource Supervisor
ExxonMobil Product Solutions

Family:
- Michael Effiong – husband, married 11
years
- Emem Effiong - daughter, age 9
- Michael Ani Effiong – son, age 6
Education:
- Bachelor of Science in Chemical
Engineering, Cornell University (2006)
- Master of Engineering in Engineering
Management, Cornell University (2008)
Community & Professional Achievements:
I was the 2020 and 2021 Baytown Refinery
United Way Co-Chair. Additionally, I lead
the development and implementation
an afterschool club for the 2021 – 2022
school year at Robert E Lee High School
sponsored by the Baytown Complex
Mechanical Group. The objective of the
program is to increase awareness of trade
careers among high school students and
provide networking opportunities with
professionals and introduce the benefits of a
trade career. The club’s project was to have
the students design and build a functional
self-cooling dog kennel for service dogs.
This incorporates all aspects of mechanical
crafts: Machinery, Metals, Instrumentation
and Electrical.
Quote to live by:
One of my favorite quotes is an African
Proverb; “If you want to go fast, go alone;
but if you want to go far, go together.”
Can you name a person who has had a
tremendous impact on you as a leader?
One of the first books I read on leadership/
personal development in my teens was
Stephen Covey’s The Seven Habits of
Highly Effective People. Habit #2: “Begin
with the end in mind”, struck a chord with
me, and played a major role in shaping my
outlook on life, success and what legacy
I want to leave when I eventually depart
from this earth.

What does
leadership
mean to
you?
Without
other people,
there isn’t
anyone
to lead,
so to me,
leadership
is all about
people.
Leadership
does
not require a formal title or position.
Leadership is about your behaviors and
attitude in different settings, to support
the successful achievement of your team
/ groups goals. Leadership is about being
humble, teachable, empowering and a
having a willingness to say “I do not know,
but we are going to figure it out.”
What was a hardship that you had to face,
and how did you overcome it?
A recent hardship is one that the entire
world faced with the pandemic and
it’s associated, lockdowns, isolations,
illnesses, deaths and economic instability.
The Mechanical group that I work in is
essential, so we supported the refinery
to keep raw materials and fuel products
available for the nation. The pandemic
highlighted my ability to adapt, be
empathetic and just listen to my family
(in and out of work) as we all struggled
through the last two years together. The
resiliency of the human spirit came through
time and time again and re-enforces why I
do what I do.
What are you known for?
I am known for being able to see a situation
from multiple perspectives and then
utilizing a common sense approach to find/
recommend a solution.
When you walk into a room, do you prefer
to be noticed or fly under the radar?
It depends on what my purpose is for
walking into the room.
What is your morning routine like?
I normally wake up between 4:30-5:00am
and I spend ~5 minutes thinking about my
day and what I want to get done, read for
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10-15 minutes, get my workout in, wake
my kids up to get ready and leave the house
by 7:20am to drop them off before I head
to work.
What slogan would you put on your own
T-shirt?
On the front it would say “Stop trying. Start
doing,” and on the back it would say “Selflove = Self-discipline”.
How old were you when you had your first
paying job?
I was 15 for my first job and I worked at
the Timberland outlet the summer between
my sophomore and junior year of high
school.
What motivates you to get out of bed in the
morning?
My personal “Why”. It drives everything
for me. Simon Sinek’s “Start with Why” is
a great read.
Tell us about an accomplishment that you
consider to be the most significant in your
life.
Outside of my amazing husband and
beautiful children, it would be the
formation of the Triple E’s after school club
sponsored by the Baytown Mechanical
group at Robert E Lee High School.
Seeing the pride the students, teachers and
ExxonMobil participants take in exploring
real life applications of mechanical
concepts has been very rewarding. The
ability to partner with the Baytown
community and spark the interests of the
students, and maybe help one of them
identify their “Why” leaves me with a
major sense of satisfaction and renewed
hope for the future.
What inspires you?
My family.
Everything I do
circles back to being
the best version of
me for my husband,
children, parents,
siblings, family and
friends.
What are your
hobbies?
I love to spend time
with my family and
friends, reading,
working out and
taking fun vacations.

Favorites
I love a wide genre of books, music and
movies. Current rotation of music is
afrobeats, current book is Will Smith’s
autobiography and last movie watched in
a theatre was Sonic II. Almost any sport is
great when I can watch live in the stadium/
arena.
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Benaya Hill
Name: Benaya Hill
Age: 25
CNA *Graduating nursing school May
14th Company: Lyndon B. Johnson
Hospital (Harris Health System)
Family: Mother (Eleska Aubespin) &
two younger sisters (Layla & Amara)
Education: Sam Houston State
University
Community & Professional
Achievements:
I work at Lyndon B. Johnson Hospital
in the Emergency Center; I started
this position as a CNA two months
before nursing school. I maintained
this position throughout school and
will work there after graduation as a
registered nurse.
Quote to live by: “You can’t pour from
an empty cup.”
Can you name a person who has had a
tremendous impact on you as a leader?
My mother and grandparents, I have
two sets, and they all are so different
from economics, to race, to religion,
to lifestyle. This has lent itself to
me becoming a well-rounded and
understanding person. Growing up
with the range of experiences I have
had with them helped me to learn to be
comfortable, relate, and connect with
people in different spaces.
What does leadership mean to you?
Leadership is the ability to motivate
others through modeling behaviors and
inspiration. The ability to lead should go
hand in hand with the ability to follow
so that there is balance. A good leader,
in my opinion, displays emotional
intelligence and strong communication
skills. They are understanding, a
problem-solver, passionate, empathetic,
honest, respectful, and adaptable.
Leaders should be able to receive
criticism just as well as they are able to
give it.

What was a
hardship that
you had to face,
and how did
you overcome
it?
Balancing my
work, home,
and school
life without
becoming
overly stressed.
I overcame
becoming
overwhelmed
by being gentle with myself, for instance
reassuring myself that rest is
required not earned. I reminded myself
of motivational quotes such as, “Every
day we should do
our best, but our best will look different
every day.” Most importantly, I realized
that having to face stressors in life will
not change so my response to stress
needed to change.
What are you known for?
My personality, my intuition, and my
insight.
When you walk into a room, do you
prefer to be noticed or fly under the
radar? I prefer to fly under the rater
because a lot can be learned from
observation.
What is your morning routine like?
I am in nursing school take a guess.
What slogan would you put on your
own T-shirt?
You can’t pour from any empty cup.
How old were you when you had your
first paying job? When I was sixteen, I
got a job working for Harris County’s
Precinct2gether Program as a summer
camp counselor.
What motivates you to get out of bed in
the morning?
My siblings, the need to travel, and the
curiosity of what the next day will bring.

13

nominated by
J. Warren Singleton
Tell us about an accomplishment that
you consider to be the most significant
in your life.
I have worked hard to pay my way
through college and support myself,
as I live on my own, while attending
school and maintaining a position in the
emergency center as essential personnel
through the pandemic. I graduate
nursing school on the 14th of May and
the growth that I have
experienced throughout
this journey is something
that money can’t buy.
What inspires you?
Family and friends.
The people that I am
surrounded by, some
by choice and some by
chance, inspire me to be a
better version of myself.
They motivate me to
achieve my goals, both
physical and spiritual,
to be happy, peaceful,
loving, and kind because
those are all things that
they give to me.

What are your hobbies?
Poetry events, festivals, museums,
traveling, trying new foods.
Favorites:
Too many to choose from, but I love all
music from smooth jazz, to old school,
to new school, good music is good
music.
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Jeremy Lamb
Name: Jeremy Lamb
Age: 35
Facilities Manager,
Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital
Education: Bachelor
degree in progress
Quote to live by:
“Work smarter,
not harder.”
Can you name a person
who has had a tremendous impact on you as a
leader?
My uncle
What does leadership mean to you?
Always learning and helping others
What was a hardship that you had to face, and how
did you overcome it?
When my brother passed away, family support
What are you known for? Hard worker and
dedicated
When you walk into a room, do you prefer to be
noticed or fly under the radar?
Fly under the radar.
What is your morning routine like? Walk in, chat
with team.
How old were you when you had your first paying
job? 14
What motivates you to get out of bed in the
morning? Family
Tell us about an accomplishment that you consider
to be the most significant in your life. Being back in
school and starting a degree
What inspires you? Seeing other people learn
What are your hobbies? Wood working
Favorite book:
Total money make over

Jeremy Lamb, Manager, Facilities:
“Jeremy is learning that success in today’s professional world requires a high
degree of integrity, being able to actively to contribute as a part of a team and that
nothing comes to those that are not willing to work hard. His pursuit to continue
and complete his bachelor’s degree is a true testament of his goal to further
advance himself through education and hard work.”

Laurie Terry, Administrative Director
Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital
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Jonathan Machemehl

Name:
Jonathan Machemehl
Age: 32
Practice Manager
Texas State Optical
Baytown & Mont Belvieu
Family: My parents
Kevin & Debra
Machemehl live in Deer
Park. I have a French
bulldog named Kashmere.
Education: Bachelor’s
Degree from Southern
Methodist University

Quote to live by:
“Don’t say you don’t have enough time.
You have exactly the same number of
hours per day that were given to Helen
Keller, Pasteur, Michelangelo, Mother
Teresa, Leonardo da Vinci, Thomas
Jefferson, and Albert Einstein.”
H. Jackson Brown Jr.

Can you name a person
who has had a tremendous
impact on you as a leader?
A number of people have
impacted my life and
helped me develop into
the leader I am today but
one who stands out is my
college professor Steve
Lee. Professor Lee was
all about challenging his
students and pushing
them to break the standard
mold. During my time
at SMU, he led me on developing the
a student run public relations firm and
lead some of the largest programs on
campus including the opening of the
George W Bush Presidential Library.
He always had a story to tell which
would allow me to see how I could
mold my leadership skills to solve new
problems. The wisdom he gave me
during my time definitely has an impact
on my leadership style today.

TSO

What does leadership mean to you?
Leadership is learning to empower
your team and working to find out the
strengths of each team member to allow
for the most efficient process. Being
a leader, means never stopping trying
to improve and develop your skills
and then taking those attributes and
developing your team.
What are you known for?
I hope to be known for knowing how to
develop and modify business to become
fast growing and solving a problem. I
want stepping into an office to feel like
you are not just a patient but part of
the family. Developing a sustainable
business with patient care being at the
forefront. I also am known for always
being a listening ear for friends as they
work through their challenges.
When you walk into a room, do you
prefer to be noticed or fly under the
radar?

When I walk into a room , I tend to fly
under the radar in the beginning. After
I assess the situation, I then change to be
very social in the environment.
What is your morning routine like?
My morning routine is wake up around
5 a.m. and spend time with my Frenchie,
Kashmere. Weather permitting, we go
for a walk in the morning to get the day
started. I then head to the TSO Texas
Avenue office to start my day and get the
office ready for patients.
What slogan would you put on your
own T-shirt?
Dream Believe Achieve
How old were you when you had your
first paying job?
I started working at the age of 17 at
Palmer Logistics as a warehouse worker.
This job was hard work and required
long hours and being in a warehouse
during the summer heat with no A/C.

TM

TEXAS STATE OPTICAL
Congratulations Jonathan on being named
one of The Baytown Sun’s 30 Under 40!
We’re grateful to have you on our team!

Texas State Optical
Baytown

Texas State Optical
Mont Belvieu

TSOBaytown.com

TSOMontBelvieu.com

301 West Texas Ave
Baytown, TX
281-427-7374

13550 Lake of Champions
Mont Belvieu, TX
832-981-7276
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Jonathan
Machemehl

TSO Practice Manager
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What motivates you to get out of bed in
the morning?
My motivation every day is the
challenges the future holds. I am always
looking to reach my goal and set a new
one. I am always going and looking to
build or develop a new project or solve a
new problem.
Tell us about an accomplishment that
you consider to be the most significant
in your life.
An accomplishment I believe has been
one of the most significant in my life is
when I was able to adapt and develop
my office into being one of the first
Triple Platinum Practices in the TSO
Network. This accomplishment required
lots of work and continued to present
challenges, but allowed me to learn a lot
about myself and business.

What inspires you?
I am inspired by seeing the success of
the projects and goals I have achieved
at TSO Baytown and Mont Belvieu. I
also am inspired to see projects I have
built come to fruition and start seeing
success.
What are your hobbies?
When I am not working with TSO, you
will find me spending time with my
French bulldog Kashmere. She keeps
me occupied with trips to the dog park
and enjoys riding in the car. I also, work
on several side businesses

30 UNDER 40

Favorites:
I am a huge Houston Astros fan. I am
a season ticket holder and try when my
schedule allows to go to as many games
as possible.

If I am unable to attend, you will
find me watching the game on TV or
listening to the radio broadcast. I listen
to a variety of music from all genres but
I am big Garth Brooks fan.

“Jonathan joined Texas State Optical Baytown in May of 2016 as
Practice Manager. Jonathan made an immediate impact on my
business with his expertise in Optical Sales, Management of Staff
and overall efficiency of the office. He was instrumental in growing
the Texas State Optical in Baytown to one of the largest and most
successful offices in Texas. He has used his knowledge in Human
Resources to IT to all aspects of Office Management to make the
TSO Baytown a very successful practice. This success led to the
opening of the Texas State Optical Mont Belvieu which despite
COVID has become one of the fastest growing TSO offices ever.
I am very grateful to have Jonathan as my practice manager
and glad he has been a part of my life for the last six years.
I believe he is a very talented and deserving individual of the
nomination of 30 under 40.” Dr. Chris Warford
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Brian Moran
Name: Brian Moran
Age: 31
Occupation: City Management
Assistant to the City Manager
Company: City of Baytown
Family:
Parents: Mother: Dina Moran
Sibling: Sean Moran
Education:
Masters in Public Policy and
Administration – University of
Tennessee, Knoxville
Bachelors in Business Admin.
Florida Southern College,
Lakeland, Fla.
High School - The Baylor
School, Chattanooga, Tenn.
Community & Professional
Achievements:
GCCISD Communications
Advisory Board
Texas City Management
Association
Professional Development
Committee Member
Allies Committee Member
International City/County
Management Association
Welcome Ambassador
Government Affairs and Policy
Committee Member
Urban Management
Professionals of Southeast Texas
Membership Chair
Quote to live by:
“Surround yourself with people
who take their work seriously,
but not themselves, those who
work hard and play hard.” –
Colin Powell
Can you name a person who
has had a tremendous impact
on you as a leader?
I’ve been remarkably fortunate
to have many extraordinary
people enter my life that has
provided positive impacts.
However, my mom has always
been a supporter in all my
endeavors. She has sacrificed
so much to provide for my
brother and I. Witnessing her
unwavering commitment and
dedication continues to have a
tremendous impact on my life.

What does leadership mean to
you?
Leadership to me means
being able to influence and
inspire others to do their best
positively. It’s the ability to
bring a diverse group of people
with varying perspectives
together and work towards
achieving consensus. It is
also the traits that compose
the individual and how
people perceive you in your
deliberation of action.
What was a hardship that you
had to face, and how did you
overcome it?
What are you known for?
My cooking… Jokes aside, I’m
known for my trustworthiness
and dependability. I am
someone that family, friends,
coworkers, and colleagues can
count on without hesitation.
When you walk into a room, do
you prefer to be noticed or fly
under the radar?
It really depends on the room
I’m walking into. Usually
I prefer to be noticed in a
familiar crowd.
What is your morning routine
like?
I’m not a morning person by
trait, but I usually listen to the
news as I’m preparing for my
day and review local media. If
I have time, I’ll stop by Dunkin
Donuts or Starbucks for an iced
coffee.
What slogan would you put on
your own T-shirt?
If truth hurts change it
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nominated by
Matt Hollis, The Baytown Sun
How old were you when you
had your first paying job?
I was 16 years old when I
held my first job. At the time,
I worked as a lifeguard at the
local municipal pool. I was also
a swimmer, and all my friends
on the swim team were also life
guards.
What motivates you to get out
of bed in the morning?
The opportunity to make
a positive impact in other
people’s lives on a daily basis
Tell us about an
accomplishment that you
consider to be the most
significant in your life.
One of my proudest
accomplishments was
fulfilling a goal of mine of
being a collegiate swimmer.
It was no small undertaking
being a a student-athlete at
a NCAA sanctioned school.
The academic demands
coupled with the rigorous
training regimen was a
difficult balancing act and
really challenged your internal
fortitude and determination.
The bond among my
teammates and particularly
those in my recruitment class
that completed our 4 years
together is something many do
not get to
experience
and will
always be
grateful
from the
many
important
life
lessons
learned.
What
inspires
you?
What
inspires
me is
learning
from
others and
hearing
about their

experiences that have shaped
their perspectives and beliefs.
The opportunity to learn from
one another and engage in
meaningful conversations to
grow as individuals.
What are your hobbies?
I’m an avid traveler and love
learning about other cultures,
cuisines, theater, and arts
and enjoying the natural
environment. I like to stay
active and enjoy skiing, surfing,
tennis, pickleball, or going to
the gym. I’m also getting back
into swimming, which I haven’t
done since I “retired” in 2013
after my final competition at
the Sunshine State Conference
Swimming Championships. I
also consider myself a ‘foodie’
and enjoy venturing to new
places. The great thing about
being in the Houston metro is
the endless options and variety
of unique culinary experiences.
I have traveled to many places
across the US, and international
destinations, include Italy
(Rome, Florence, Pisa,
Monterosso al Mare); Dublin,
Ireland; London, England;
Paris, France; Monte Carlo,
Monaco; Dubrovnik, Croatia;
Georgetown, Grand Caymans;
Puerto Escondido, Mexico;

Mexico City, Mexico; Nassau,
Bahamas.
Favorites:
Book: It Worked For Me
Movie: First Wives Club, Any
of the Marvel Movies,
TV Show: Schitts Creek, Mom,
Parks & Recreation,
Music: Pop, House, EDM, 80s
Sports Team: ATL Braves,
Tennessee Volunteers

Page

18

• Thursday, May 12, 2022

30 UNDER 40

Eunice Morgan

Name: Eunice Morgan
Age: 30
Business Development
Officer,Community
Resource Credit Union

What motivates you
to get out of bed in the
morning? Work, knowing
that I am helping make
a difference in my
community.

Family: I have been
married for 6 years to my
husband Russell Morgan
1 dog name Dre. I have
a total of 5 sisters and 3
nieces. I also care for my
mother in law.
Education:
Graduated from Sterling
H.S. Class 2009
Community &
Professional
Achievements: Big
Cheese Award 2021
(CRCU) , Member of
Faith Family Church,
Pilot Club Member,
Baytown Chamber
Ambassadors Committee
and The Young
Professionals Committee.
Volunteer members of
Hearts and Hands and
Habitat for Humanity.
Quote to live by: For I
know the plans I have for
you declares the Lord,
plans to prosper you
and not harm you plans
to give you hope and a
future. Jeremiah 29:11
Can you name a
person who has had a
tremendous impact on
you as a leader? I have
more than one Shalon
Washington, Traci Brown
& Thomas Hast. They
have helped structure me
within the last two years
of this pandemic. Helping
me grow my faith, my
confidence and teaching

me about leadership
selflessness.
What does leadership
mean to you? Showing up
everyday and giving it all
you got no matter what
position you are it.
What was a hardship that
you had to face, and how
did you overcome it?
What are you known for?
My positive personality
and my work ethic.
When you walk into a
room, do you prefer to be
noticed or fly under the
radar?
Fly under the radar.
What is your morning
routine like? Wake up,
get dressed and head out
of the door for the days
adventure.
What slogan would you
put on your own T-shirt?
In a world where you can
be anything, be kind.
How old were you when
you had your first paying
job? 16 years old as a
cashier for McDonalds.

Tell us about an
accomplishment that you
consider to be the most
significant in your life.
I started off as a Member
Services Representative
at the Garth Branch
serving and assisting
members on the front
lines. After 9 months I
was promoted to be an
HR Assistant having
some prior experience
in that field. Through
that time, I learned about
volunteerism through
a program that was
implemented at CRCU.
Two years went by and
I was able to obtain
my current role as the
Business Development
Officer to promote all the
things I love about this
company.
What inspires you? My
nieces, I want them to live
and build their lives in a
better place. I would like
to be a part of that!
What are your hobbies?
Volunteering, traveling,
cooking, singing, and
quality time with my
husband.
Favorites: Anything
Astros, Comedy movies
are my favorite

Eunice Morgan has been with the
credit union four years, and taken
leadership rolls within our community.
She’s an active member with the
Baytown Chamber Ambassador
Committee, a new member of their
Young Professional’s Council and
Pilot’s Club of Baytown. She also
volunteers with the Kiwanis Club of
Baytown.

Tina Martinez
CRCU
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Congratulations

Jose Saenz
Thank you for your tireless dedication,
leadership and commitment to the
students and families of Goose Creek
CISD. Your impact on this community is
incredible. Thank you for exemplifying the
Aramark values of Integrity, Commitment;
Passion and Service. We are blessed to
have you on our team.
Congratulations again, your Aramark
family.

Jose Saenz
Registered Dietitian

Class of 2022 - 30 Under 40

Congratulations Eunice Morgan
for being recognized as one of 30 Under 40! We are proud of you!
From all your teammates at CRCU!

CRCU.org
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Justin Neal
Name: Justin Neal
Age: 32
Loan Analyst, Bank of America
Family: Neal / Fontenot
Education: Colorado School of
Mines, B.S. Economics & Business
Community & Professional
Achievements:
Quote to live by: “I can do all
things through Christ who gives me
strength.”
Can you name a person who has
had a tremendous impact on you as
a leader?
My grandfather, Ray Neal
What does leadership mean to
you? Doing the right thing in
spite of others’ thoughts, doubts,
shortcomings and believing in
oneself
What was a hardship that you had
to face, and how did you overcome
it? I overcame large, student
loan debt with perseverance,
understanding and by diversifying
my income sources.
What are you known for? Being
solid, loving and motivated for
elevated success regardless of
circumstances
When you walk into a room, do
you prefer to be noticed or fly under
the radar? To be noticed
What is your morning routine like?
Wake up, brush my teeth, take out
my dogs, log in to work, set weekly
goals.
What slogan would you put on your
own T-shirt? Believe it. Achieve it.
How old were you when you had
your first paying job? 15

What motivates you to get out of
bed in the morning? Making my
parents proud, leading my family
into generational wealth.
Tell us about an accomplishment
that you consider to be the most
significant in your life. RMAC
Football Championship 2010,
Sterling High School 4x400 Record
Holder
What are your hobbies? Golf,
coaching, tutoring, athletic training,
business development
Favorites:
Book: Ender’s Game, Instinct
Music: 2000 Hip hop and R&B
Sports: Football, basketball, golf

Justin Neal began his post college career as a Financial Service Professional with the
New York Life Insurance Company in Colorado before transferring back to Texas and
continuing his work in Houston, Texas. He then worked at AIG as a Financial Service
Professional, specializing in Life, Health, Annuities and other similar products.
In spare time, Justin also worked with the Boy Scouts of America, developing the
youth into Eagle Scouts while also building membership and territories. He then began
work with WH Inc. as a single unit manager which he progressed into a three store
district manager. He now has further progressed into being both a Financial Advisory
Development Program (FADP) and Document Administrator – (Loan Specialist) with both
Merrill Lynch and Bank of America respectively.
Justin Neal was born January 13, 1990 in Baytown, Texas to Jay and Kathy Neal. He is
a 2008 graduate of Ross S. Sterling High School. While in high school, he was a three
sports athlete, football, basketball and track & field. He was a 3 yrs. Letterman – football,
2 yrs. Letterman – basketball and 3yrs. Letterman – track & field. He was an All District
1st Team Kick Returner in the sport of football and 2nd Team Defensive Back.
Justin received a football scholarship to attend Colorado School of Mines. While in
college, he played football – Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference (RMAC) Champions in
2010 – Defensive Back. He graduated in 2013 earning a Bachelors of Science degree in
Economics.
Justin was a member of the National Honor Society – Vice President, Who’s Who, AVID,
Student Council – Vice President, KPC – Council #341 Junior Knight – (Grand Knight),
Top Teens – National Officer – 2nd Vice President, member of the Ross S. Sterling
football, basketball and track & field teams, National Scholars, and Key Club. He is a
member of the Greater Houston Partnership, Houston Black Real Estate Association and
Knights of Peter Claver – Counsel #341 where he worked with the youth at Holy Family
Catholic Church.
While in college, Justin was a member of the National Society of Black Engineers,
Minority Engineering Program (MEP), Entrepreneur Club, and College NCAA –Football.

nominated by J. Warren Singleton
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Cassie Nichols
Name: Cassie Nichols
Age: 34
Broker/OwnerCompany
Origen Realty

I meticulously endeavor to use the right
tone for every message.
When you walk into a room, do you
prefer to be noticed or fly under the
radar? Definitely fly under the radar.

Family: Husband (Chris Nichols) and
two sons (Cooper and Connor)

What is your morning routine like?
Coffee! I start the morning by reading
news articles while I drink cup after
cup of coffee. I like to find out what’s
happening in the world, and then move
on to reviewing my to-do list for the day.

Education: B.A. Business
Administration
Community & Professional
Achievements:
Founder of Origen Realty
Member of the Texas Realtors®
Leadership Program
2019 Vice President of the Baytown
Arts, Culture, and Entertainment District
(ACE District)

What slogan would you put on your own
T-shirt?
Coffee, Contracts, and then Cocktails!
How old were you when you had your
first paying job? 15 years old.

Quote to live by:
Life is short. Buy the shoes. Eat the
cake. Drink the wine.
Can you name a person who has had a
tremendous impact on you as a leader?
My Grandmother, Patricia Cooper. She
was the first female business owner to
inspire me and demonstrate a blueprint
for what being a female leader looks
like. She ran a very successful
company for decades all while being
a very active mother, grandmother,
member of church,
-founder of a coalition to support
victims of domestic abuse, and much
more. She utilized her position to do
many great works for so many people.
She has had a tremendous impact on
who I want to be as a leader.
What does leadership mean to you?
I believe leadership is about inspiring
and motivating others to their greatest
potential. Truly great leaders have a way
of seeing the best in their people, and
pulling those attributes to the
surface. When you focus more on a
person’s strengths than their weaknesses,
and put them in the right place at the
right time, they flourish. I firmly believe
that the best leaders focus on
inspiration and not domination.

What was a hardship that you had to
face, and how did you overcome it?
After graduating high school early, I
began a corporate job at 16 years old.
It was extremely difficult as a young
female to be taken seriously. I was laserfocused on earning the respect of my
colleagues and to advance in my career.
I didn’t know it at the time, but that
hardship taught me one of the greatest
lessons I have learned. I worked
painstakingly hard to show my value,
perfect my professional etiquette, and
demonstrate my ability.
What are you known for?
My team most often remarks on the
effectiveness of my communication
method. I’ve always been very focused
on learning about emotional intelligence,
and how different people perceive
information, respond to conflict, their
emotions, and how they prefer to
communicate. I believe that it’s not what
you say, but how you say it.

What motivates you to get out of bed in
the morning?
My children are what motivate me to get
out of bed in the morning. My number
one priority is to raise children who will
work hard, make a positive impact on
the lives of others, and to thoroughly
enjoy life. I believe I have to teach them
by showing just that.

Tell us about an accomplishment that
you consider to be the most significant
in your life.
My greatest accomplishment has been
building Origen Realty. We’ve broken
the mold of a traditional real estate
brokerage and created a business model
that many believed would never
work. It’s not only worked, but
flourished. Since our inception in 2017,
Origen Realty has grown exponentially
year-over-year.
What inspires you?
The stories of those who have overcome
adversity and beaten the odds inspire me
most. Those who have not followed a
path, but went instead where there was
no path and left a trail… those are my
people!
What are your hobbies?
I love to listen to good music and to
dance.
Favorites:
Music: Dolly Parton, Eminem,
Whiskey Myers, Elton John,
George Straight
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Kaci Peña

Kaci Pena
Age: 30
Nonprofit – Community Impact
United Way of Greater Baytown Area and
Chambers County
Family: I am the oldest of two, and auntie
to the two nieces.
Education: B.A in Latin American
Literatures and Cultures from The Ohio
State University; Certificate in Religious
Studies from Victory Bible College;
currently pursuing a Master of Arts in
Organizational Leadership from Chowan
University.
Community & Professional Achievements:
promoted internally to Director of
Community Impact and Investments with
United Way GBACC,
Quote to live by: “Do it afraid”
– Joyce Meyer
Can you name a person who has had a
tremendous impact on you as a leader?
Lori Rumfield has had one of the most
profound impacts on my leadership
journey. Working under her leadership
and seeing her ability to connect with
communities has transformed not only
my view of nonprofit work, but the power
every human holds.
What does leadership mean to you? –
Leadership, to me, is servanthood.
It is the ability to serve people, and
inspire others to do the same.

What was
a hardship
that you had
to face, and
how did you
overcome
it? – When
COVID 19
hit, I moved
to Baytown
to be closer
to family
during the
shutdown
but was without work for a majority of
the year. Throughout that time, I decided
to give back to the community around me
instead of sulking at home. I began to sew
masks at home, and also began to help
at the food distributions at Faith Family
Church. By serving here, I was able to meet
Lori Rumfield from United Way GBACC,
which led to my current position.
What are you known for? – My work ethic.
When you walk into a room, do you prefer
to be noticed or fly under the radar? I prefer
to fly under the radar – attention is great in
the right setting, but not something I seek
out.
What is your morning routine like? – I get
up, have my first cup of coffee, listen to my
devotional and my Bible as I get ready for

work, and head out the door by 7:30 a.m.
How old were you when you had your
first paying job? – I was 15 when I started
teaching preschool tumbling at a YMCA.
What motivates you to get out of bed in the
morning? – I love knowing that what I do
is changing how life is lived for so many in
our communities. Outside of my role with
United Way even, I strive to make every
room I step into and environment where
those around me can see and become a
better version of themselves.
Tell us about an accomplishment that you
consider to be the most significant in your
life. – One of the biggest accomplishments
in my life has been going back to school for

a Master’s. I have been wanting to do it but
kept putting it off, thinking one day it would
be the perfect time. But I have realized the
only perfect time is the time that you make
it. I love the program I am in, and I will be
graduating in December.
What inspires you? – Seeing my nieces
grow up and discover the world inspires me
to make it a better place by being my best.
What are your hobbies? – I love to read,
especially at the beach! I enjoy being active
and playing sports. I also love music, I am a
worship leader at my church (Faith Family)
and I very much love going to concerts.
Favorites (book, movie, music or sports)?
Book – The Great Gatsby
Movie – The Sandlot
Music – Anything except country!

“Kaci has been working
with United Way of
Greater Baytown Area
& Chambers County
since August 2020. She
has made great strides
in United Way’s grant
making efforts, agency
capacity building, and
volunteerism. On January
1, 2022 she was promoted
to the Director position.
She is also studying
to earn a Master’s degree. Kaci came to United Way with a lot of nonprofit
experience with her work in Tulsa, OK and Austin, TX. She has a certification in
nonprofit management from Oklahoma Center for Non Profits. Kaci returned to
Baytown to be closer to her family. She brought with her a wealth of experience
and a level of passion to support nonprofit work that seems to have no bounds.
Baytown and the community can only thrive under her leadership in making
community impact.”
Melissa Reabold, MBA, CFRE, CEO
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Ashnell Polimis
Ashnell Polimis
Age: 22
Trust Operations Specialist
Frost Bank Headquarters San Antonio
Family: Daughter of Edwin and Sarah
Polimis, Sister of Kendell Polimis
Education: Bachelors of Business
Administration in Finance from The
University of Texas at San Antonio,
Associates of Arts from Lee College
Community & Professional
Achievements: IMPACT ECHS Top
Ten Graduate, Phi Theta Kappa Honor
Society Member, UTSA Professional
Businesswomen Society Executive
Board Member
Quote to live by: “Each day we are
presented with two options: to evolve
or repeat.”
Can you name a person who has had a
tremendous impact on you as a leader?
My parents have always been my
biggest supporters and mentors. They

stopped at
nothing to
ensure that
I had every
tool/resource
I needed at
my disposal.
I attribute
much of my
success to
them and
their efforts.
What does
leadership
mean to
you? Leadership to me means seeing
the bigger picture and inspiring and
guiding others around you to move
toward a goal or vision.
What was a hardship that you had to
face, and how did you overcome it?
When I went to university I had trouble
assimilating to the very different city
and campus culture. I was 17, a junior
in college, in a city I’d only visited a
few times and a campus I didn’t know.
I learned the importance of clubs

and organizations as not just resume
builders but to meet people and expand
my way of thinking and interests.
What are you known for? I’m known
for being dependable and punctual.
When you walk into a room, do you
prefer to be noticed or fly under the
radar? I prefer to fly under the radar
and observe everything and evaluate
the vibe.
What is your morning routine like? My
mornings include snoozing my many
alarms, listening to music, stretching,
and setting my intentions for the day
then I straight to work.
What slogan would you put on your
own T-shirt? One day the bread will
chase me
How old were you when you had your
first paying job? I got my first paying
job when I was 17. I was an intern at
the City of Baytown in the City Clerk’s
Office.
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What motivates you to get out of bed
in the morning? The opportunity to
use today to get where I want to be
tomorrow, and get closer than I was
yesterday.
What are your hobbies? Traveling,
volunteering, spending time with
family
Favorites:
Movie: The Rush Hour Franchise
Music Genre: Soca and RnB
Anything else? I’m honored to receive
this distinction and I think you’re only
as good as those you’re surrounded
by. I’d like to send a special thank you
to my village, the family members,
friends, teachers, church family,
coworkers and many others who
helped shape me into who I am today.
I would never have done it weren’t for
your influence and support.

Ashnell was born September 2, 1999 in Baytown, Texas and is the daughter of
Edwin and Sarah Polimis of Mon Repos, St. Lucia. She is a 2017 graduate of
IMPACT Early College High School in Baytown, Texas.
Ashnell was a member of the Student Council, Spanish Club, National Hispanic
Institute and a Holy Family Catholic Church Alter Server. She was Student
Council President, IMPACT 2017 Senior Class President, National Honor Society
Member, GCCISD Top Ten Graduate, Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society, National
Hispanic Institute Celebracion Second Place Winner, Texas Ambassador Great
Debate Semi-Finalist Extemporaneous Speaking.
She is a Member of the Professional Business Women Society, Women of Honor
and Caribbean Student Association.
Ashnell was the recipient of a 2017 Gentry Junior High School Alumni
Scholarship and 2018 St. Lucia Association of Houston Scholarship.
After graduating from the IMPACT Early College High School – 2013 – 2017, she
attended Lee College for one year (2017), then transferred to the University of
Texas San Antonio, graduating in 2019, earning an Associates of Arts Degree in
General Studies and Bachelors of Business Degree in
Business Administration in Finance.
After high school, she took part in the City of Baytown Youth Summer Internship
where she worked in the City Clerk’s Office under Leticia Brysch, where she
assisted with vital statistics and city council meetings. Her junior year of college
she began an internship at Frost Bank Headquarters in San Antonio, Texas in
the Trust Securities Department. Upon graduating, she was hired full time by
Frost Bank in Wealth Advisor Operations where she currently works.
Ashnell is a former member of Holy Family Catholic Church – McNair and is
currently a member of Holy Redeemer Catholic Church in San Antonio, Texas.
Her hobbies are traveling, volunteering and spending time with family.
Her favorite saying:
“Each day we are presented with two options: to evolve or repeat”.

nominated by J. Warren Singleton
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Jacob Powell
Name: Jacob Powell		
Age: 34
Occupation: Power Distribution Engineer
Covestro Industrial Park, Baytown
Family: I have been married to Bekah for 10
years. We have 3 children - Honor, Kinslee, and
Brooks. We are also certified foster parents and
are currently caring for a one year old girl.
Education: Auburn University, Bachelor of
Engineering in Electrical Engineering
Community & Professional Achievements:
Baytown City Councilmember, District 5;
GCCISD Education Foundation Board Member;
CASA of Liberty & Chambers Counties Board
President, Mountain View Missions Co-Founder
and Board President
Quote to live by: “The ultimate test of a moral
society is the kind of world that it leaves to its
children.” -Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Can you name a person who has had a
tremendous impact on you as a leader? I have
had the opportunity to lead multiple mission trips
to Kenya with my friend Laban Njoroge. I have
learned so much from him, but I think above
all else he has taught me to be a better listener.
Laban listens to understand, not just to respond. I
am still working on this.
What does leadership mean to you? I believe
leadership is all about building relationships and
fostering a sense of community.
What was a hardship that you had to face, and
how did you overcome it? The biggest hardship
I have faced was Hurricane Harvey flooding my
home. Bekah and I had just brought home our
third child three days before we got a boat ride
out of our neighborhood. I could not have made
it through the following months without my faith
and friends. God provided for our needs through
friends helping with demo, delivering meals, and
providing a place to live for nearly six months.
What are you known for? My sense of humor
and awesome dad jokes.
When you walk into a room, do you prefer to
be noticed or fly under the radar? I prefer to fly
under the radar (at least initially).
What is your morning routine like? I’d like to
say I have a nice morning routine, but I don’t. I
am normally just doing whatever it takes to get
out the door and to work. The only things I do

consistently in
the morning
are brush my
teeth and place
the trash can
at the curb on
Mondays and
Thursdays.
What slogan
would you put
on your own
T-shirt?
Well... the last
T-shirt I made
said “Vote for
Jacob Powell.”
How old were you when you had your first
paying job?
I was 16 years old when I got my first job
at Green Thumb Nursery in Montgomery,
Alabama. My family likes to quiz me on the
names of various shrubs and flowers.
What motivates you to get out of bed in the
morning?
Every day is a new day. “The steadfast love of
the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come
to an end; they are new every morning; great is
your faithfulness.” -Lamentations 3:22-23
Tell us about an accomplishment that you
consider to be the most significant in your life.
I co-founded a non-profit organization that
sponsors underprivileged children in the area of
Naivasha, Kenya and helps plan mission trips
to this area. I want these kids to know they are
loved and God has big plans for their lives.
What inspires you?
I am inspired by our military and first responders
that are willing to sacrifice so much for the sake
of others.
What are your hobbies? I enjoy biking, running,
and camping/hiking with my family.
Favorite books? The Mitch Rapp Series by Vince
Flynn/Kyle Mills
Favorite movie? Remember the Titans
Favorite music? Classic Country
Favorites sports team? Auburn Football

“Jacob Powell was born and raised in Tallassee, Alabama and moved
to Baytown for the first time in 2008 to pursue an internship with
ExxonMobil. After graduating from Auburn University with a degree in
electrical engineering, Jacob returned to Baytown in 2011. He has been
employed with Covestro for five years and is currently a power distribution
engineer. In this role, Jacob coordinates and provides engineering support
to all maintenance activities on their high voltage distribution network.
He serves as an executive member on the site’s Outreach Council and
is integral in driving community involvement. He actively participates in
engaging projects with students at James Bowie Elementary such as their
Mystery Readers program which allows Covestro employees to visit and
read to students. Jacob also serves as the Board of Directors President
for CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates for Children) of Liberty and
Chambers Counties. Additionally, he also sits on the Board of Directors
for the Goose Creek CISD Education Foundation and is President of the
Board of Directors for Mountain View Missions. He previously served
on the Board of Directors for Blast & Cast Men’s Ministries and on the
school board of Baytown’s First Baptist Academy. Jacob serves as a
Baytown City Councilman for District 5 and was first elected in December
2020. Jacob and his wife Bekah have three children and are licensed
foster parents. In his spare time, he enjoys biking, reading, enjoying the
outdoors, and restoring his 1971 Chevy C10 pickup.”
Preslie Cox Lastovica
Covestro Communications
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Teri Rose
Teri Rose
Age: 37)
Executive Assistant
and Victims Assistant
Coordinator
Chambers County,
County Attorney’s
Office

think that would surprise
some.
What is your morning
routine like? Hectic! We
have a toddler and some
mornings just don’t go
as smoothly as the day
before. Nothing a stop at
the donut shop can’t fix
though!

Family: Adam (spouse),
Landon (son/13) and
Reece (son/3)
Education: Hamshire –
Fannett High School and
Lamar University
Community &
Professional
Achievements: Created
and host Chambers
County Victims Options
Class for survivors
of domestic violence.
Elected to the TDCAA
Key Personnel and
Victims Assistance
Coordinator Board for
Regions 5&6 of Texas.
Speaker at the TDCAA
Key Personnel and Victim
Assistance Coordinators
Conference in November.
Quote to live by: “Always
be a little kinder than
necessary.”
– James Barry
Can you name a
person who has had a
tremendous impact on
you as a leader? My
Dad. He owned a small
business doing carpentry
work. I grew up watching
him take an ordinary
piece of wood and turn it
into something beautiful.
Some of his employees
stayed with the company
for a long time while
others left earlier for
different opportunities,
but they all had one thing
in common, they each left
better than they started.
My dad taught them a
craft and a work ethic that
no one could ever take

away from them. I hope
that I am a strong leader
like he was and that
everyone leaves a little
better after knowing me.
What does leadership
mean to you? Leadership
means shifting the focus
from yourself to your
team. It’s making changes
that are best for everyone.
It’s finding each person’s
strength and putting them
in the right position so
they can grow and be
successful.
What was a hardship that
you had to face, and how
did you overcome it?
I gave birth to our first
son while my husband
was deployed to Iraq as a
US Marine. It was tough
not having him there,
but I am so proud of his
service to this Country.
It made it that much
sweeter when he got to
meet Landon for the first
time.
What are you known for?
To some I am known as
mom, some know me as
advocate and others know
me as friend.
When you walk into a
room, do you prefer to
be noticed or fly under
the radar? Fly under the
radar. Even though I

What slogan would you
put on your own T-shirt?
Work Hard and Be Nice
How old were you
when you had your first
paying job? I was 16 and
helped a lady with her
shop selling homemade
candles.
What motivates you
to get out of bed in the
morning? Finally feeling
fulfillment in my job. You
hear that you are created
on purpose for a purpose
and I never knew what
that meant until last year.
Becoming an advocate
for survivors of domestic
violence has filled a void
I was once feeling.
Tell us about an
accomplishment that you
consider to be the most
significant in your life.
I am very proud of the
Options Class I created.
It is an opportunity for
survivors of family
violence to come and
meet our office. They
learn how a criminal case
moves through our office,
and what options they
have. A local advocacy
group is also there and
they share the resources
they can provide.
What inspires you?
Other women in this
profession. Listening to
their stories, getting ideas
and bringing those back
to see how they can work
for Chambers County. At
a recent board meeting

I just sat in awe of these
incredible women and the
lives they have changes.
What are your hobbies?
Running, and being at
Disney World with my
family and best friend.
Favorites:
My oldest has really
started to love running,
so I have been following
track more, which also
comes in handy when
chasing the little one
around.
Anything else? I am very
humbled and honored
to be nominated for The
Baytown Sun’s 30 under
40. I love the work I get
to do and proud to be
a part of the Chambers
County Attorney’s office.
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Teri Rose’s love for people and their well-being
is so strong that she asked if she could create a
Victim’s Assistance Coordinator position. She also
volunteered to take on the role. Teri has served as
both the Executive Administrative Assistant and
the Victim’s Assistance Coordinator for 15 months.
As the VAC, she reaches out to victims, provides
hope when they feel broken, and stands by them
throughout the entire court process as their abuser is
prosecuted. She helps victims get protective orders
and other safety-driven resources. These tasks can
be very emotional, and Teri keeps a smile on her
face and a bright spirit throughout all of it. After she
became the VAC, she created the Victim’s Options
Class, bi-monthly class that offers resources and
information, in collaboration with Bay Area Turning
Point, to victims who need to get out of abusive and
violent situations and homes. Because of all these
incredible achievements, Teri was elected to the
Texas District and County Attorneys Association as
the Key Personnel-VAC Board Member for
Regions 5 & 6 of Texas.
nominated by Ashley Cain Land
Chambers County Attorney
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Brandy Royal

Name: Brandy Royal
Age: 39
Assistant Principal, Barbers
Hill ISD
Family: Parents, Ronnie and
Janet Robinett; Children,
Julia, 9; Russell, 5; Ryann, 3
Education: Bachelor’s
Degree from Texas
A&M in Interdisciplinary
Studies, Master’s Degree
from Lamar University in
Educational Administration
Community & Professional
Achievements: This is
my 17th year in education, and through
the years, I have earned a number of
recognitions. I have been the teacher of the
year, reading specialist, behavior specialist,
and math and science instructional
specialist. This is my first year as an
assistant principal as well as my first year
in Barbers Hill ISD. I am the first African
American Female Administrator in the
history of the district.
Quote to live by: “Do not go where the
path may lead, go instead where there is
no path and leave a trail.” –Ralph Waldo
Emerson
Can you name a person who has had a
tremendous impact on you as a leader? My
parents have been a tremendous example
and positive impact on my success.
Failure was not an option growing up
and excellence in all aspects of life was
pushed and expected. As a kid, it was not
always easy to understand the why, but
now, I am so thankful that hard work and
perseverance was instilled in me at an early
age. My parents have worked hard to be
able to provide for my siblings and set up a
life of success and this is a goal that I now
have for my kids as well.
What does leadership mean to you?
Leadership is not about a title or office that
you may have or hold. It is about empower
and motivating others around you to reach
their maximum potential even if someone
does not see it in themselves. As a leader
on my campus, I believe it is vital to build
positive meaningful relationships with the
teachers and all stakeholders in order to
reach the common goal of success for all

students.
What was a hardship that
you had to face, and how did
you overcome it? In high
school, I played volleyball,
basketball, and track. Sports
was my passion and my
livelihood. My freshman
year, I was a starter on
the basketball team and
averaged over 15 points
a game. My sophomore
year, I knew there was no
way I would not make
the team. As the names
were announced, I was not called. After
discussing with my new coach, she told
me maybe next year. I did not give up and
worked hard for the entire season on my
own. The next year I did make the team
and even got moved to the varsity team by
the end of the season. I believe hardships
in life help develop your character and
make you the person that you are.
What are you known for? My team at
work calls me resourceful. When someone
is in need or needs as hand, I am the first
one to always step in and help. I am a
servant leader and thrive off of giving to
others so that collectively, as a team, we are
successful.
When you walk into a room, do you prefer
to be noticed or fly under the radar? I have
never thought about this question. I am
one that does not mind the attention and
am very comfortable with speaking in a
large crowd on a professional standpoint;
however, in a social setting I am more
likely to fly under the radar.
What is your morning routine like? Being
a divorced single mom of three under 10,
my mornings are very structured with
the kids having their clothes laid out and
everyone lined up, getting ready for the
day. Mornings are busy and a hustle and
bustle.
What slogan would you put on your own
T-shirt? Kindness is a language that the
deaf can hear and the blind can see.
How old were you when you had your
first paying job? When I turned 15, I was
a cashier at Kroger on the weekends as
well as a triple athlete at school playing

volleyball, basketball, and track during the
week.
What motivates you to get out of bed in
the morning? My children are my daily
motivation. I am so thankful for all my
parents were able to provide for my siblings
and I and I dream to be able to do the same
for my children. Showing them that hard
work and dedication can help you achieve
any goal you want in life
Tell us about an accomplishment that you
consider the most significant in your life.
As a single mom of a toddler I was able
to put in long hours, began, and complete
my master’s degree. Luckily, I have a very
supportive family that I could rely on in
times of need. Even though it was not easy
at the time, I am so thankful I made the
choice and stuck with it to the end.
What inspires you? The growth and
things students overcome on a daily basis
inspire me daily. One aspect of my job
as an assistant principal is not to punish
students for making the wrong choice, but
to find out the cause of the behavior and
teach the student coping skills in order to
change the behavior for the future. During
this process, many students currently are
exposed to and carrying so much weight
and internal struggles that carry over into
the school. It is sad and disheartening, and
I pride myself on making a positive impact
on the student’s life and being a support
system for years to come.
What are your hobbies? My hobbies have
now transitioned into supporting my kid’s
hobbies. My son plays t-ball and I love
cheering him on as well as the other interest
of my kids as they grow up into their own
person.
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Jose Saenz
Jose Luis Saenz
Age: 25
Registered Dietitian/
Nutrition Associate
Manager
Aramark – Goose Creek
CISD
Family: Mother, father,
1 older brother, 1
younger brother
Education: Bachelor’s of
Science in Dietetics and
Nutrition & Master’s of
Dietetic Studies from
University of Texas –
San Antonio
Community &
Professional
Achievements: Aramark
Hispanic Heritage
Month 30/30 Award
Quote to live by: When
the going gets tough, the
tough get going.
Can you name a
person who has had a
tremendous impact on
you as a leader? Two
people have impacted
me the most: Christ and
one of my preceptors

from my time as a
dietetic intern. The
principles from Christ’s
teachings provided
the foundation for the
sort of leader I strive
to be, and my old
preceptor’s leadership
style helped to shape
a better understanding
of what applying those
principles might look
like for a food service
dietitian such as myself.
What does leadership
mean to you?
Leadership to me
means being someone
people feel comfortable

“Jose Saenz is the Registered Dietitian for Goose Creek
CISD’s Nutrition Services department. He is originally
from Pharr, TX but has relocated to the Goose Creek
community for the position. Jose hit the ground running
and in his first week on the job conducted a nutrition
education session at Ashbel Smith Elementary for their
afterschool club. Jose is passionate about teaching
individuals about healthy eating. He is very active with
the Goose Creek Student Health Advisory Committee
and was named one of 30 Aramark employees under
30 by the IMPACTO Hispanic employee resource group.
Jose works closely with the school nurses for Goose
Creek CISD to develop menus for students with special
food needs; he creates and maintains the menus for all
grade levels and conducts nutrition education sessions
upon request. For a young man fresh out of college,
Jose has an amazing maturity about himself and is an
amazing asset to the Goose Creek community.”
Roshelle Stevenson, GCCISD Nutrition Services,
Outreach & Marketing

coming to when there’s
a problem. Leaders go
before others to clear
the path for them, make
personal sacrifices for
the benefit of the whole
team, and never leave
anyone behind.

members of my team
during those times as
well as knowing that
whatever comes my
way never lasts forever
and that persevering
through it only makes us
stronger.

What was a hardship
that you had to face, and
how did you overcome
it? There have been a
number of hardships
leading me to where
I am today, and I’ve
overcome them all
through the help of the

What are you known
for? I’m usually known
for boxing.
When you walk into a
room, do you prefer to
be noticed or fly under
the radar? I prefer to fly
under the radar.
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What is your morning
What motivates you
routine like? I wake
to get out of bed in
up at 4 am, make my
the morning? I try to
bed, do my morning
find something to look
prayer rule, and head to
forward to each day,
a boxing gym at 5 am
but ultimately, knowing
for a workout. I’m back
that I need to get up and
home at around 7 am
get moving to make my
and finish off the early
dreams become a reality
morning by showering,
is what motivates me.
eating breakfast, and
then going to work
Tell us about an
accomplishment that
What slogan would
you consider to be the
you put on your own
most significant in
T-shirt? “For the sake of your life. Becoming
tomorrow” is a slogan
a registered dietitian
I’ve always liked. It
is probably one of
reminds me that what
my most significant
we do today determines
accomplishments.
what tomorrow will
Being someone with the
be like, so if we look
knowledge and skills to
forward to a better
help others with their
tomorrow, then we
diet, a central aspect of
should focus on laying
everyone’s life, brings
the groundwork for it
me great fulfillment.
today.
What inspires you?
How old were you
Humble, hardworking,
when you had your first
generous, and pious
paying job? I began
men and women inspire
working at my dad’s
me to be greater every
furniture store when I
day.
was 12 or 13, but my
What are your hobbies?
first job outside of the
Practicing boxing and
family business was at
studying nutrition are
a K Mart when I was 16
my two biggest hobbies.
or 17.
Favorites: Boxing is my
favorite sport.
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Derek Rupert Smith
Name: Derek Rupert Smith
Age: 39
Occupation: Teacher Company:
Cypress Park High School (Cypress
Fairbanks ISD)
Family: Yolanda Irby-Smith (mother),
David Rupert Smith (father) Chanda
Smith (sister – deceased), Bec Smith
(brother)
Education: Ross S. Sterling c/o 2001,
University of St. Thomas B.A. Liberal
Arts
Community & Professional
Achievements:
Quote to live by: Preach the Gospel, if
necessary use words.
Can you name a person who has
had a tremendous impact on you as
a leader? Two people – my parents.
My mom is a retired teacher and
administrator in GCCISD, and my dad
was the first African-American School
Board member in Baytown

What does
leadership
mean
to you?
Leadership
is leading
by
example,
having
high
standards
and morals
but at the
same time
empathy
for others.
What was a hardship that you had to
face, and how did you overcome it?
I had several as a teenager, including
the death of my sister, while dealing
with chronic depression as well. It is
still a daily struggle, but I persevere
with the support of my faith, family,
and friends.
What are you known for? It is hard to
know exactly what other people think
of you, but I would like to believe
it is my strong faith, flexibility,
adaptability, loyalty, trustworthiness,
leadership
When you walk into a room, do you
prefer to be noticed or fly under the
radar? I prefer to fly under the radar
and get a feel for the environment and
people, then adapt from there.
What is your morning routine like?
Usually rushing to get to work! I am
100% a night owl.
What slogan would you put on your

Staff vs. Seniors basketball
game, Cypress Park High School

nominated by
J. Warren Singleton

own T-shirt? See It Through!
How old were you when you had
your first paying job? 16, checker/
sacker at Randalls grocery store
What motivates you to get out of bed
in the morning? My students during
the work week, my family/friends the
rest of the time
Tell us about an accomplishment
that you consider to be the most
significant in your life. I graduated
from the University of St. Thomas
after many personal struggles,
and was selected as the Student
Commencement Speaker at the
graduation ceremony.
What inspires you? I find inspiration
in everyone, including the students I
work with. We all have our own story,
and I enjoy connecting with people.
It is particularly gratifying when a
former student comes back and thanks
you for being their teacher. It makes it
all worthwhile.

Derek Rupert Smith (center) is pictured
with his parents, Yolanda Irby-Smith
and David Rupert Smith

What are your hobbies? Reading,
sports/recreation
Favorites:
No favorite book or movie, but I
enjoy reading and watching them!
My favorite music is R&B, Hip Hop,
and Jazz.
Favorite sport is basketball
Anything else? Thank you

Derek Rupert Smith is an educator at Cypress Park High School in Cypress, Texas,
where he serves as the school’s Special Education Department Chair, among various
other duties, and holds 3 different teaching certifications. He has spent 15 years in
education, beginning his career at St. Joseph Catholic School in Baytown (6 years),
followed by 6 years at Waller High School in Waller, Texas and currently in his 3rd
year at Cypress Park High School.
During his career he has taught every grade level from 5th – 12th grade, coached high
school basketball and track & field (5 years), and held multiple campus and district
leadership roles. He was also the Youth Minister at St. Joseph Catholic Church for 3
½ years and the Sunday School teacher at St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church in
Baytown and Holy Family Catholic Church in McNair.
He was born on August 4, 1982 in Baytown, the son of David Rupert Smith, who
was the first African School Board Trustee in Baytown and Yolanda Irby-Smith, a
teacher and administrator in Goose Creek CISD whose career spanned for thirty
years. He has two siblings, Chanda Nichele Smith (deceased) and half-brother Bec
Nichele Smith. Outside of a four-year stint living in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Derek
was completely educated in the GCCISD, attending Harlem Elementary, Stephen
F. Austin Elementary, Cedar Bayou Junior High School, and Ross S. Sterling High
School (class of 2001). He then went on to earn his Bachelor of Arts degree in Liberal
Arts (Communications/Political Science) at the University of St. Thomas in Houston.
During his time at UST, he served as a Student Government Association Senator. He
was the recipient of the University’s Spirituality Committee Award in 2004 and was
the Student Commencement Speaker at the 2008 university graduation ceremony.
Derek is a member of Our Mother of Mercy Catholic Church in Houston, Texas,
whose pastor is the Reverend Rodney J. Armstrong, S.S.J, formerly of Holy Family
Catholic Church in McNair. He is also a member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Incorporated. Derek currently resides in Cypress, Texas and is currently working on a
graduate degree in education.
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Antionne “Twan” Stevenson
Antionne Stevenson
Nickname: Twan
Age: 37
Public Safety Security Shift
Coordinator
Houston Methodist Baytown
Family: Kasandra Stevenson
and our kids Darius, Mark,
Alexis, Anthony, and
Antionne Jr.
Education: High School and
U.S. Air Force
Community & Professional
Achievements: Multiple
Officer of the Month, Officer
of the Year, Supervisor of
the Quarter awards from
previous jobs. 2020 ICARE
Award here at HMB.
Quote to live by: Be the
change you wish to see in the
world.
Can you name a person who
has had a tremendous impact
on you as a leader? Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.
What does leadership mean
to you? To me, leadership
means literally LEADING

your team to success, not just
instructing them. It means
leading by example. It means
sharing all the knowledge
that you’ve obtained to
others.
What was a hardship that
you had to face, and how
did you overcome it? At
one point, I lost everything
that I had worked so hard
for. Thanks to a strong
foundation, my faith, and
my family; I’m on track to
surpass where I once was.
What are you known for?

I’m known for being a
supportive, compassionate,
positive, ambitious, and
funny person who always
tries to help people.
When you walk into a room,
do you prefer to be noticed
or fly under the radar? Since
I was raised to speak when
you enter a room, I guess I
would prefer to be noticed.
What is your morning
routine like? I wake up,
give thanks for being
blessed to see another day.
Then I wake my kids up,
feed them breakfast, and
get our day started.
What slogan would you
put on your own T-shirt?
“There is no spoon”.
How old were you when
you had your first paying
job? 17
What motivates you to get
out of bed in the morning?
Trying to make a better life
for my kids.

Twan Stevenson, Security Shift
Coordinator: Twan is the security
coordinator for day shift at Houston
Methodist Baytown Hospital. He is
instrumental in supporting the security
department’s staffing needs, assists in
training, and ensures the hospital is safe
for its patients, visitors and employees.
His ability to provide oversight of the
department’s day-to-day operations is
essential. Twan’s daily efforts continue
to support a very safe work environment,
and his dedication is very much
appreciated.”
Laurie Terry, Administrative Director
Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital

Tell us about an
accomplishment that you
consider to be the most
significant in your life.
Becoming a father is the
greatest accomplishment that
I could ever achieve.
What inspires you? Being
a good person and helping
people

What are your hobbies?
Basketball, martial arts,
poetry, and spending time
with my family.
Favorite book: The Outsiders
by S.E. Hinton
Favorite movie: Berry
Gordy’s The Last Dragon

Anything else? I just want to
say that I’m truly honored to
be even be considered.
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Jimbo Sylvia

Name: Jimbo Sylvia
Age: 39
Occupation: Pilot
Company: Tetra Management
Family: My wife’s name is
Donna. Kids are Jay 11, Flynn 6,
and Fletcher 3
Education: Barbers Hill class
of 2001, Sam Houston and Lee
College- Aviation
Community & Professional
Achievements: I enjoy coaching
baseball and football with my
boys. 2021 flag football coach of
the year.
Watch DOG at Barbers Hill
ISD.
I have all pilot ratings along with
IA Jet, King Air 350, Falcon 50,
and Falcon 2000 type ratings.
Quote to live by: Work hard and
play harder.
Can you name a person who
has had a tremendous impact
on you as a leader? My dad,
Judge Jimmy Sylvia, has been a
leader in all aspects of my life. I
would not be where I am today
without his continued leadership
and guidance in my life. In my
professional life, Mr. Buddy
Johnson has had a tremendous
impact on not only my career
but also my life.
What does leadership mean
to you? Great leaders lead by
example.
What was a hardship that you
had to face, and how did you
overcome it? Having a family
with three kids and being laid
off from my job in 2020 due
to COVID. Finding a job two
months later helped overcome
this time in my life.
What are you known for? I
would like to think I’m known
for being a great husband and
father.
When you walk into a room, do
you prefer to be noticed or fly
under the radar? Noticed

What is your morning routine
like? Start coffee and breakfast,
get the kids up ready and take
them to school.
What slogan would you put on
your own T-shirt?
How old were you when you
had your first paying job? 16
What motivates you to get out
of bed in the morning? The
sunlight
Tell us about an accomplishment
that you consider to be the most
significant in your life. Being a
Dad, I love spending time with
my boys hunting and fishing
and watching them enjoy the
outdoors like I do.
What inspires you? My family
(Wife Donna, three sons: Jay,
Flynn and Fletcher)
What are your hobbies?

Hunting, fishing, golf,
boats, airplanes, anything
outdoors.
Favorites:
Texas country & 90’s
country. I enjoy watching
baseball of all ages and
the Astros, also like
football.
Anything else? It is an
honor to be nominated
for The Baytown Sun’s
30 under 40. I look
forward to continuing
to volunteer in the
community, setting good
examples, and growing in
my career.
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Candace Thomas
Candace Thomas
Age: 34
Animal Services Manager
City of Baytown

Tell us about an
accomplishment that you
consider to be the most
significant in your life.
Graduating college. I am the
first person in my family to
do so.

Family: I live with my
partner, April, our four dogs
and a tortoise.
Education: Bachelor of
Science in Marine Biology
from Texas A&M University
at Galveston
Community & Professional
Achievements: Fostering
over 200 animals in the last 3
years, raising the number of
animals adopted and rescued
from the animal shelter,
lowering the euthanasia
rate at the animal shelter,
creating a foster program for
the animal shelter, creating/
leading a cohesive team at
the animal shelter, becoming
the manager for Animal
Services and I have gone on
four international spay/neuter
trips.
Quote to live by: Be a good
human
Can you name a person who
has had a tremendous impact
on you as a leader? My dad.
What does leadership mean to
you? Inspiring others to grow
and function as a cohesive
unit, while working towards
the same goals.
What was a hardship that
you had to face, and how did
you overcome it? I was in
an airboat wreck while I was
in college. I broke my nose,
tore a couple of muscles in
my back and split open my
scalp and forehead. I had to
have three surgeries, two of
which were reconstructive
procedures.

I had to keep up with my
classes, all 19 hours’ worth,
while recovering. I was able
to accomplish that with help
from my classmates and a
lot of studying. I also had to
overcome the fear of being on
the airboat, by getting back
on it. I am happy to say it
worked!
What are you known for?
Doing the right thing.
Always helping others.
When you walk into a room,
do you prefer to be noticed or
fly under the radar?
I prefer to fly under the radar.
What is your morning routine
like? I wake up and cuddle
with my dogs. I get a red bull
out of the refrigerator and I
get dressed for work and head
in.
What slogan would you put
on your own T-shirt? Plan
your work. Work your plan.
How old were you when you
had your first paying job? 16
What motivates you to get out
of bed in the morning? My
dogs. I want to give them the
best life possible.

What inspires you? I was
originally inspired to work
at the animal shelter because
I wanted to help animals
more so than working at a vet
clinic. After I started working
at Baytown Animal Shelter, I
was inspired to work harder
and more diligent than ever
before. I wanted to get more
animals out of the shelter and
into a safe environment. You
could say challenges inspire
me to produce great work, I
love to be put into a position
where I can be creative
and find ways to improve
processes or create them.
What are your hobbies?
Kayaking, fishing and
traveling.
Favorites:
My favorite movie is Billy
Madison.
My favorite sport is soccer.
My favorite book series is
Harry Potter.
Anything else?
I learned how to make
balloon animals, really, dogs,
snakes and swords, to pass
out with candy for
Treats on the Trail.
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nominated by
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Jerrad Toups, M. Div. BCC

Name: Jerrad Toups
Age: 37
Staff Chaplain
Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital
Family: wife - Cody of
13 years. She is the one I
need for sure - she keeps
it together for us.
Daughter Cally and Son
Benjamin
Education: Bachelor’s
degree in business
management from Lamar
University.
Master of Divinity
degree from SW Baptist
Theological Seminary
Community &
Professional
Achievements:
While working for HMB,
I have received the I
CARE Award and the
Sunshine Award.
Like many others in my
profession, I worked
hard to become a Board
Certified Chaplain.
Quote to live by: ‘Delight
yourself in the Lord,
and he will give you the
desires of your heart.’
Psalms 37:4
Can you name a
person who has had a
tremendous impact on
you as a leader? My dad
taught me to not give up
and keep working until
you’ve achieved your
objective. My old pastor,
Bob Boone showed me
how to be someone others
trust, and Bart Salmon
taught me how to care
more about getting truth
out of Scripture.
Since working for HMB,
Charles Millikan showed
me the value of taking
time with the people you
are caring for and Elvin
Fortune has influenced
me to keep leading
through the uniqueness of
my approach to caring for
others.

What are you known for?
Being intentional with
my conversations and
remembering important
details for future visits.
When you walk into a
room, do you prefer to
be noticed or fly under
the radar? I prefer to fly
under the radar.

What does leadership
mean to you? Being
dedicated to knowing
where you want to go and
influencing others to go
with you.
What was a hardship that
you had to face, and how
did you overcome it?
For me, it was very
challenging working
at a hospital during the
first year and a half of
COVID-19. As the
chaplain assigned to the
critical care unit and
emergency department,
I spent time with many
families where they were
dealing with the death of
their loved ones.
Working with our
dedicated team and
implementing new ideas
often to connect with
and care for our patients,
guests, and staff. I am
thankful for the trust
our director, George
Colon, gave the other
chaplains and myself to
provide care in a myriad
of detailed and delicate
situations.
PTO with my family and
prayer also helped me
during that time.

What is your morning
routine like? Wake up
and have some coffee.
Sometimes I pray/read
the Bible. Take the dog
out, help get the kids
ready, eat breakfast, get
myself ready and go.
What slogan would
you put on your own
T-shirt? How ‘Bout Them
Cowboys!!
How old were you when
you had your first paying
job? 16
What motivates you
to get out of bed in the
morning? Working hard
to provide for my family
and having confidence
God will use me each
day.
Tell us about an
accomplishment that you
consider to be the most
significant in your life.
Being a dad for the first
time changed my life in
many ways. I was now
responsible, with my
wife, for caring for Cally.
Benjamin would be there
a couple of years later. I
would not be the man,
leader, husband, person
I am today without the
opportunity to be a dad.
Being a dad helps me
with responsibility, to be
more accountable, and to
work on my patience.

Jerrad Toups, Staff Chaplain: “As a board-certified professional chaplain,
Jerrad has a pastor’s heart who is very dedicated to his patients, hospital
employees and colleagues. He is a joy to work with and shows compassion
every day in caring for our patients. Jerrad is also an incredible resource and
comfort for his fellow employees and the Baytown community. He is a leader that
exemplifies our ICARE values every day.”
Laurie Terry, Administrative Director
Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital
What inspires you?
Creating opportunities
to spend time with my
family: having fun with
them, going to events
for my kids, celebrating
them. Knowing I am a
difference maker in the
lives of those I interact
with at the hospital
inspires me as well.
What are your hobbies?
Playing guitar, listening
to music, watching
movies, spending time
with my wife, hanging
out with my kids, being
outside, cheering for my
teams, and several other
things…
Favorites:
Movies: Star Wars
Episode VI, Braveheart,
Jurassic Park
Sports teams: Houston
Astros, Dallas Cowboys,
Roll Tide!
Music: Rock – older
stuff mostly with some
newer stuff here and there
Christian music – I think
the newer stuff is better
Club music – It’s just fun!
Anything else? – I don’t
think I am the smartest
guy in the room. I really
enjoy learning from
others. It has greatly
benefited me to take my
time with the patients I
visit so I can hear their
story.
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Sebastian Troitino

Name: Sebastian Troitino
Age: 28
Digital Marketing
Manager
Lee College
Family: Just myself,
my MacBook, and my
partner in crime, a border
collie named Oreo

How old were you when
you had your first paying
job? 16. I had the honor
of serving as a Sandwich
Artist at Subway.

Education: BBA in
Marketing and MBA in
Business Development &
Sales Management
Community &
Professional
Achievements: Sebastian
was selected to be the
Student Commencement
Speaker at the University
of Houston-Downtown
May 2022 graduation
ceremony at NRG
Stadium. He was also
a founding member of
the school’s first-ever
Mariachi band, Mariachi
Los Caimanes that has
now tripled in size. He
has experience working
in digital marketing
campaigns and business
leadership.
Quote to live by: Nothing
great was ever achieved
without enthusiasm
Can you name a
person who has had a
tremendous impact on
you as a leader? My
father has influenced me
as a leader because he
taught me the value of
hard work and kindness.
What does leadership
mean to you? Leadership
means helping others.
Helping those around you
discover their passion and
inspiring them.
What was a hardship that
you had to face, and how
did you overcome it?
Being a first-generation

student was a hardship
because often my family
couldn’t help me because
they had never gone
to college in America
before. What I did was
surround myself with
classmates like me
who would share tips
and knowledge about
surviving as a firstgeneration student. I was
the first in my family to
finish college in America.

What motivates you
to get out of bed in the
morning? Remembering
the sacrifices my parents
took for me and my
siblings to live a good
life.
Tell us about an
accomplishment that you
consider to be the most
significant in your life.
Embracing that I will
never be perfect and that
it’s in my imperfections
that I find the best parts
about me.

What are you known for?
For being a hot sweaty
mess.

What inspires you? My
futuristic vision and
Drake.

When you walk into a
room, do you prefer to
be noticed or fly under
the radar? It depends,
sometimes I like to fly
under the radar, other
times I just fly over it.

What are your hobbies?
Weightlifting and
traveling.

What is your morning
routine like? I wake up
with lower back pain,
brush my teeth, then
remind myself that I’m
a winner because people
say nothing is impossible,
yet I do nothing every
day.
What slogan would you
put on your own T-shirt?
Leave me alone, I’m
busy.

Favorites:
Nacho Libre, Ready
Player One, and
Powerlifting
Anything else? I like
electric cars, Japan, and
the smell of freshly cut
grass.

nominated by
Brian Waddle, Lee College
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Brenda Villafranco, RN

Name: Brenda Villafranco
Age: 37
Operations
Administrator
Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital
Family: My family is
from El Salvador. I have
4 siblings, three brothers
and one sister.
Education: Registered
Nurse, Master of Business
Administration
Community &
Professional
Achievements: Good
Samaritan Foundation
Nursing Excellence Award Recipient- Bronze
Award. Employee of the Quarter 2021
Quote to live by: “Successful people do consistently
what other people do occasionally.”
Can you name a person who has had a tremendous
impact on you as a leader? In person: My Director
Jennifer Vera. I have seen such a transformation in
her that inspires me. Book Author: John Maxwell
What does leadership mean to you? I don’t have to
know everything to be a good leader. Leadership
to me ultimately means serving. More listening,
less talking. Leadership is authentic. Leadership is
someone that is always real than someone that is
always right.
What was a hardship that you had to face, and how
did you overcome it? I struggled internally with my
first management job. I did not think I would be
able to lead a staff of 60 employees. But I overcame
it by taking it one day at a time along with several
leadership books.
What are you known for? My patience, being calm,
and my faith.
When you walk into a room, do you prefer to be
noticed or fly under the radar? Fly under the radar.
What is your morning routine like? Gym at 4:30am,
5 min of reading a bible scripture, 5 min of prayer,
and 5 min of worship. Coffee and breakfast before I
plan out my day. Journaling most of the time.
What slogan would you put on your own T-shirt?
Bet On Yourself
How old were you when you had your first paying
job? 14 years old. I was referred by my friend’s
mother to work for the school district during the
summer before I started high school as an Admin
Assistant.
What motivates you to get out of bed in the
morning? My drive to want to be impactful for
others. If I am still breathing, I still have a purpose.
Tell us about an accomplishment that you consider
to be the most significant in your life. Paying off
my parent’s house. The look
What inspires you? Jesus

What are your hobbies? Photography, Leading/
Serving in Connect Groups
Favorites:
Mark Batterson “Draw the Circle.”
Craig Groeschel “Winning The War In Your
Mind.”
Favorite Movies: Dr. Strange, Clueless, and Cruel
Intentions.
Sports: I love Baseball and Basketball. I enjoy all
though.
Brenda Villafranco, RN, Administrative
Coordinator: “Houston Methodist Baytown
is grateful for the leadership and morale that
Brenda Villafranco brings each day. She is an
excellent example of our ICARE values and has
been awarded employee of the quarter twice in
the past year. Brenda’s leadership role is seen as
an extension of the executive team at Houston
Methodist Baytown and she is well known for her
compassionate demeanor while assisting with
the most challenging situations in healthcare.
Her peers look to her for calming guidance and
consistent feedback to improve personally and
professionally.”
Laurie Terry, Administrative Director
Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital

From left, Annie, Chinwe,
Frances Moran, Clay
Warzecha, Natalie Bell,
Brenda Villafranco, Natalie
Alvarado and Hugo Medina
It was the weekend of
the Freedom Conference.
Brenda led a 13-week study
of a “Freedom” Semester.
The mission for the church
is “Love God. Love People.
Change the World.” The
conference involves prayer,
worshipping, and concluding
the curriculum.
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Ashley Wells

Name: Ashley Wells
Age: 29
Occupation: Events & Office
Coordinator
Company: West
Chambers County Chamber of
Commerce
Family: Mom to 1 son, Elijah (5 years
old)
Education: Goose Creek Memorial in
Baytown
Community & Professional
Achievements:
Quote to live by: “This too shall pass” –
what my grandmother always reminded
anyone going through tough times.
Can you name a person who has had a
tremendous impact on you as a leader?
I’m blessed to have two – my mom,
Tammy Wells and my boss, Macie
Schubert. Both ladies have made the
biggest impacts in my life by teaching
me how to be kind and show mercy to
others in all walks of life. They have
led by example on how to get through
hardships in life and how to connect
with people on a deeper level. Their
daily display of tremendous strength and
faith inspires me to be a better person.
What does leadership mean to you? To
me, leadership means being able to lead
by example. A good leader stands up

and leads
others the
way, even
in the face
of adversity.
Leading
means being
willing to
listen to
others and
not try to be
better than
the rest.
What was
a hardship
that you had
to face, and how did you overcome it? I
would say being a single mom has been
the hardest thing I’ve had to face in life.
I’m still on this journey, but I could
never do it without the amazing support
from my family. It takes a village!
What are you known for? My
willingness to help anyone.
When you walk into a room, do you
prefer to be noticed or fly under the
radar? Fly under the radar for sure! I
like to be in the background and behind
the scenes.
What is your morning routine like?
Mornings are usually busy – trying to

get a 5-year-old out the door to get to
school on time is no easy feat!
What slogan would you put on your
own T-shirt? “Chaos Coordinator”
How old were you when you had your
first paying job? My first “real” job was
at age 18 – a cashier at a grocery store.
But my first paying job was cleaning
offices with my grandmother at 6 or 7
years old. She taught me how to work
hard!
What motivates you to get out of bed
in the morning? My son. I’m striving
to give him a great life and be a better
example for him every day.
Tell us about an accomplishment that
you consider to be the most significant
in your life.
Stepping into my role at the Chamber of
Commerce has been the most significant
accomplishment in my life. I knew
nothing about the Chamber world, but
with the guidance of Macie Schubert,
Rhonda Barker, and our wonderful
Board or Directors, I’m learning how
to better equip myself with the skills
needed to succeed on this career path.
This is truly the best job I’ve had and

30 UNDER 40
I’m so grateful for the opportunity to
connect with so many people in the
business world and community.
What inspires you? My parents! The
way they selflessly love each other and
their family, along with anyone else
they meet inspires me. They’ve taught
me so much in my almost 30 years, but
they biggest thing I’ve learned from
them is how to keep my faith in God no
matter how hard life gets. I aspire to be
even half the examples and followers of
Christ they are.
What are your hobbies? I love to bake!
I’m not any good at it, but I love the
process.
Favorites?
Book – The Twilight Saga
Movie – 10 Things I Hate About You
Music – Christian, Country, anything
that I can dance to!
Anything else? I would like to thank
Macie Schubert for nominating me.
This was completely unexpected,
and I’m humbled that she thought me
deserving of this recognition.
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Congratulations!
Amaz
ing
job!
Jenny Clement
Pre-K Center
Art Teacher

Brandy Royal

Elementary School South
Assistant Principal

BARBERS H LL INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Congratulations Ashley Wells!
2022 NOMINEE
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West Chambers County Chamber of Commerce
Events & Office Coordinator

info@thewcccc.com
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Mark Wilson
Name: Mark Wilson
Age: 37
Birthdate: 08/28/1984
Occupation: Director of
Operations
Company: Texas Military
Department, Ellington
Field Joint Reserve
Base
Family: Wife: Taja
Children: Cammile
(14), Shelbie (11), and
Elizabeth (5)
Education: BBA in
Management from
University of Houston,
Dual Masters in Public
Administration and
Accounting from Rutgers
University
Community &
Professional
Achievements: 2022
Texas Outstanding
Airmen of the Year,
Honor Graduate-Officer
Training School,
Barbers Hill Dress Code
Committee Chairman,
Military Outstanding
Volunteer Service Medal
Recipient, Eagle ScoutTroop 105
Quote to live by: …But
I have promises to keep
and miles to go before I
sleep – Robert Frost
Can you name a
person who has had
a tremendous impact
on you as a leader?
Fortunately, I have had

several mentors that
have impacted me as a
leader. These mentors
range from my Scout
Master Mr. Eloy Valdes
to military leaders who
epitomize service and
excellence. The person
who has made the
greatest and most lasting
impact is my mother. My
mom immigrated from
St. Lucia with dreams of
giving her future children
more opportunities. She
started off with nothing,
knew nobody, and barely
understood English. With
hard work, faith, and
an infectiously positive
attitude she would
eventually realize that
dream. My mom instilled
such values as faith,
respect for the elderly,
unconditional love for
humanity, community
service, and pride in
being an American.
What does leadership
mean to you? Leaders
have a vision that inspires
others to sacrifice their
own personal desires
for the collective gain
of the family, team, or
organization. They are
credible, humble, and
approachable. They share
success and own failure.
To lead means to serve.
What was a hardship that
you had to face, and how

did you overcome it?
Midway through college I
had a daughter and would
become a single father.
I had set lofty goals for
myself that I still aimed
to achieve but had an
infant for which to place
her needs above my
own desires. Although
the path was tough and
littered with late nights
and early mornings, I
was able to accomplish
a goal of completing
a bachelor’s degree
while experiencing the
joy of fatherhood. This
challenge was overcome
by encouragement from
others, prayer, and grit.
What are you known for?
My positive attitude and
optimistic perspective.
When you walk into a
room, do you prefer to
be noticed or fly under
the radar? Initially, my
preference is to read the
room and fly under the
radar. My focus then
transitions to noticing and
getting to know others.
There is never a time
when I seek or want to be
noticed!
What is your morning
routine like? I’m a
morning person who
typically wakes up before
my alarm sounds. I take
a morning shower and
listen to energetic music
like Soca or Salsa. After
that its onto breakfast and
my morning devotion.
I spend the first half of
my morning commute
with radio silence so that
I can think through what
I want to accomplish
for the day. The second
half of the commute is
spent listening to local,
state, and world news.
When I get to work, I
smile; shake the hands
of each colleague that I
encounter; and get the
day started!

37

nominated by
Eloy Valdes
What slogan would you
put on your own T-shirt?
Work Hard, Play Harder!
How old were you when
you had your first paying
job? I was 15 when I had
my first job at local pizza
restaurant.
What motivates you
to get out of bed in the
morning? Life. There are
too many people to meet
and experiences to be had
for me to stay in bed.
Tell us about an
accomplishment that you
consider to be the most
significant in your life. As
trivial as it may sound,
the most significant
accomplishment was
teaching my oldest
daughter to drink from a
“sippy” cup. Up to that
point I never took time
to appreciate my own
achievements, instead
immediately setting my
sights on the next goal.
That moment was met
with such jubilee because
I was able to watch
my child accomplish
something that we had
been working on together.

My takeaway is that
it’s the simple things
in life that are the most
significant.
What inspires you?
Seeing others pursue
what they are passionate
about.
What are your hobbies?
aviation and astronomy,
travel, sports, dancing,
mentoring youth, curling
up with a good book, and

seeking out new food
experiences with my
lovely wife.
Favorites
Book: The Bible
Movie: Top Gun and
Coming to America
TV Series: Band of
Brothers
Music Genre: All
Sports Team: Florida
Gators
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• Thursday, May 12, 2022

30 UNDER 40

The City of Baytown
Animal Shelter

Congratulates

CANDACE THOMAS

on being named as one of The Baytown
Sun’s 30 under 40! The Health Department
staff and the animals are so proud of you!
705 N. Robert C Lanier Dr,
Baytown, TX 77521
Hours:
Wednesday
12–5PM
Thursday
12–5PM
Friday
12–5PM

Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

12–5PM
12–2PM
3–5PM
12–5PM

PLATINUM SPONSORSHIP
(Exclusive) 10’ x 40’ exhibit space
(4 tables, 4 chairs). Full page ad
and full page story with photo in
Women’s Expo special section
Sunday, Aug. 14, 2022.

D
L
O
S

BRONZE SPONSORSHIP (30
available) 10’ x 10’ exhibit space
(2 tables, 2 chairs). Quarter-page
ad in Women’s Expo special section
Sunday, Aug. 14, 2022.

GOLD SPONSORSHIP (Four
available) 10’ x 20’ exhibit space
(3 tables, 3 chairs). Full-page ad
in Women’s Expo special section
Sunday, Aug. 14, 2022.

COPPER SPONSORSHIP
(15 available, independent
vendors only) 10’ x 10’ exhibit
space (1 table, 1 chair). Eighth-page
ad in Women’s Expo special section
Sunday, Aug. 14, 2022.

SILVER SPONSORSHIP (Food
/ Beverage vendors, Four
available) 10’ x 10’ exhibit space
(2 tables, 2 chairs). Half-page ad
in Women’s Expo special section
Sunday, Aug. 14, 2022.

Call today to reserve
booth space or advertise.
281-422-8302
Ask for Jackie, Anita or Carol.

Early Bird Discount 25% OFF if you register by July 15.
Booth Reservation Deadline: Monday, August 8, 2022 at 5 PM
Approved Ad Deadline: Thursday, August 11, 2022 • Noon

Congratulations
jimbo sylvia

On being named one of
The Baytown Sun’s 30 Under 40!

We’re proud of you and all of your achievements!
Your Family

Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital

Congratulations
Jerrad Toups
Staff Chaplain

Twan Stevenson
Security Shift Coordinator

Brenda Villafranco, RN
Administrative Coordinator

Jamall Carter, Manager
Clinical Effectiveness/Case Management

Jeremy Lamb
Manager Facilities
for being nominated in the 2022 Baytown Sun “30 UNDER 40.”

