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Congratulations
Thank you for your exemplary commitment to the students of Lee College.

Scott Bennett
Executive Director of Enrollment Services and Registrar

Christopher McClure
Administrative Secretary, Student A�airs
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The Baytown Sun is excited to honor 26 
of our area’s rising leaders for their business 
success and community impact.

They are your neighbors, co-workers and 
friends. The 2018 class of The Baytown Sun’s 
“20+ under 40” is a diverse group, each with 
their own strengths and personalities.

The 26 honorees come from different fields 
and backgrounds, but they have one thing 
in common, their impact and dedication to 
the community. Each honoree has a story of 
professional achievement and a commitment 
to making our community a better place. We 
are proud to award them with this honor.

Bethany Aguayo
Scott Bennett
Kiska Boyd

Stormy Boyd
Jason Burlin
Barry Calvert
Blake Cather
Preslie Cox

Whitley Dorsett
Ashley Dugat

Joshua Figueroa
Katie Fuentes
Richard Vela

Shanea Hampton
Jennifer Hillhouse Vera
Christopher Mathews
Christopher McClure
Stephen McWilliams
Zackary Mendehall

Jenny Montez
Matthew Moser

Elisa Nieto
Cruz Orsino

Karl Rice
Janoy Roberson
Shanead Sims
KeErron Sims

Kristine Singleton
Raul Quintero

Cameron Young
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District 2 
 
Charles Johnson 
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Heather Betancourth 
District 4 
 
Robert Hoskins 
District 5 
 
Dave Himsel 
District 6 
 
City Manager 
Rick L. Davis 
  

 
 

 
May 8, 2019 
 
 
Re:  20 Under 40 Letter Of Congratulations 
 
On behalf of the residents of Baytown, let me take this opportunity to 
congratulate you on your nomination to the Baytown Sun’s 20 Under 40 list! 
 
This very prestigious list includes the best of the best in Baytown and is 
indicative of our bright future. Your inclusion on this list indicates both your 
high level of professionalism in your industry, as well as your commitment 
to service in our community. You are to be commended for your hard work 
and commitment to our City, and I am thankful that we have so many young 
professionals able to work towards a better tomorrow. 
 
I look forward to seeing more of your contributions in making a better 
Baytown, both today and for many years to come. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Brandon Capetillo 
Mayor 
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Name: Bethany Aguayo
Age: Bethany is 32.
Occupation:
She is the general manager, 
managing and operating Cryer 
Pools & Spas in Baytown.

Education:
She has quite a few certifications 
in pool management and some 
college credits.

Community & Professional 
Achievements:
Bethany has been featured in 
The Baytown Sun’s “Women in 
Business” special edition for many 
years.

Can you name a person who has 
had a tremendous impact on you 
as a leader? 
She believes everything happens 
for a reason. 

Her father inspired her. She says, 
“He was a giving, generous, loving 
family man. He guided and gave 

me the best opportunity in running 
this business.

What is one characteristic that 
you believe every leader should 
possess?
She believes every leader should 
have patience.
A hardship Bethany has had to 
overcome was realizing that her 

daughter wouldn’t be a typical 
child or develop and do all the 
things that other girls and kids 
do. 

What are you known for?
Bethany is known for juggling 
the business and raising her 
children, one with special needs.

When you walk into a room, do 
you prefer to be noticed or fly 
under the radar?
When Bethany enters a room, she 
prefers to fly under the radar.

What is your morning routine 
like?

When asked about her morning 
routine, she says it is “chaos! 
Getting my son out of bed is no 
easy task. He’s very much not a 
morning person so we have to 
deal with his “tude” and get my 
daughter ready, myself too and get 
everyone breakfast.

What slogan would you put on 

your own T-shirt?
Bethany’s slogan on her own t-shirt 
would be “Let it be.”

What motivates you to get out of 
bed in the morning?
Her motivation, she says, is 
“My beautiful children and this 
business.” The biggest and best 
part of my life are my children and 
the beautiful human beings they’re 
becoming.

What inspires you?
We asked Bethany what inspires 
her? Her response: “ My daughter 
that is autistic and developmentally 
delayed. Seeing that the small 
accomplishments she makes are 
so great for her, and so easy for 
others, makes me realize I can do 

anything.”

What are your hobbies?
Bethany’s hobbies include 
swimming, going for walks and 
bike rides with her children.

Favorites:
Movie: Her favorite movie is “50 
first dates.”
Her favorite TV show: Friends
Music Genre: She loves all music.
Sports Team: Her favorite sports 
team is the Houston Astros.

Any other information you 
would like us to know?
Bethany says “Without my team of 
dedicated women and my family 
I’d be lost.”

Bethany Aguayo
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Age: 31
Birthdate: 12/23/1987
Occupation: Educational 
Administrator  
Title: Executive Director 
of Enrollment Services and 
Registrar
Family: 
Wife & Best Friend! – Liz 
Bennett. Married 11/24/2012.
Son – Graham Bennett born 
03/01/2016. 
Daughter – Brooke Bennett born 
02/23/2018
I am the youngest of three kids. 
Brother – Aaron Bennett.
Sister – Holly Dorsey.
Dad – William Bennett passed 
away 04/13/2018. 
Mom – Glenda Gibbs.
Education:
B.S Psychology – Texas A&M 
University, May 2010.
M.B.A Management – 
University of Houston – 
Victoria, May 2017.
Ed.D – Leadership – University 
of New England. Projected Grad 
August 2020
Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
NISOD Excellence Award 
Winner 2017
Administrative Assembly 
President 2015-2017
Quote to live by: 
“Let’s get real about the ideal. 
It sucks. It doesn’t represent 
us, and it doesn’t even try to. 
It refuses to acknowledge that 
people of all sizes, shapes, ages, 
skin colors, genders and abilities 
exist and are worthy of being 
seen, heard, and valued.” 
- Megan Jayne Crabbe
Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader? 
Susan Vavra is a person that 
I can look back to that had 
a great influence on me in 
a personal and professional 

capacity. I knew Susan while 
I was a student at Texas A&M 
University when I worked at the 
Student Counseling Helpline. 
The Helpline was a student 
staffed crisis hotline available 
for students 24/day 7days a 
week. Susan was the program 
coordinator but even more than 
that, she was a change agent for 
my life. I was always amazed 
at the hard work and dedication 
that Susan had for the program 
and the students involved. I 
know that my experience at 
the Helpline, working with at 
risk students, is what propelled 
me into the field of education. 
Had it not been for Susan and 
my experience at the Helpline I 
would not be where I am today. 
What is one characteristic 
that you believe every leader 
should possess?
The one characteristic that every 
leader should possess would 
be a combination of vision 
and empathy. Vision is a key 
ingredient for creating positive 
change in your organization. 
You must be able to envision 
the future you want to create. A 
great leader must have empathy. 
A leader needs to be able to 
understand the impacts of their 
decision-making. A leader 
must have a high degree of 
empathy so they can effectively 

understand the consequences of 
their action. A leader must also 
have a great sense of humor. 
They should also be comfortable 
pushing boundaries (I.E. this 
question which only asked for 
one!)

What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it?
The hardship I had to face most 
recently came with the birth 
of my daughter and the loss 
of my father. Within a span 
of 50 days, we welcomed our 
precious daughter Brooke and 
mourned the passing of my 
father. While I did not have 
the best relationship with my 
father, it was a difficult time 
coming to terms with knowing 
that I would not have the 
opportunity to speak about all 
of the things we had left unsaid 
between us. It was also a very 
trying time dealing with the 
lack of sleep that comes with 
a newborn baby and a two 
year old at home! I wouldn’t 
say this is something that I’ve 
overcome dealing with the loss 
of someone close, but it does get 
easier everyday. I’ve learned to 
be more honest and open in my 
communications with the people 
that are important to me. You 
never know which conversation 
might have been your last so it 
is always best to leave nothing 
unsaid. 

What are you known for?
My sense of humor and my 
thirst for the cool and crisp taste 
of a Diet Coke.
When you walk into a room, 
do you prefer to be noticed or 
fly under the radar?
Everyone experiences a 
day where they want to be 
anonymous but I usually prefer 

to be noticed when I walk into 
a room rather than fly under the 
radar. 
What is your morning routine 
like?
Check the baby monitors and 
grab a diet coke!

What slogan would you put on 
your own T-shirt? 
Equal rights for others does not 
mean fewer rights for you. It is 
not pie.

How old were you when you 
had your first paying job?
15. I shoveled dirt and sand 
used to make sand castings for 
use in the foundry. It was hot, 
dirty, and cemented for me the 
need to get an education.
What motivates you to get out 
of bed in the morning?
Knowing that I can make a 
difference in people’s lives 
whether it be big or small. We 
all matter.

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
Being a parent of two wonderful 
children. Being a good parent 
takes hard work and more 

patience than I thought could 
ever exist in a person. I am 
in awe of the power and 
responsibility that a parenting 
has and requires of you to do it 
right! 
What inspires you?
The capacity to do good that is a 
part of each of us. I really derive 
satisfaction knowing that we 
have the opportunity, each day, 
to make the world a better place. 
I believe we can all do better by 
one another.
What are your hobbies?
I enjoy spending time with 
my family and thinking about 
“craft” projects that I would 
like to do if I had the time! In 
all seriousness though, I am 
looking forward to having 
hobbies again once I finish my 
doctoral program.
Favorites: 
Book: Whatever my assigned 
textbooks are for this term. I 
hope to return to the land of 
reading for enjoyment one day!
Movie:  Die Hard. (It is totally a 
Christmas movie.)
TV Show: Houston Rockets 
Music Genre: Elevator Music
Sports Team: Houston Rockets

Scott Bennett
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Age: 37
Birthdate: 07/31/1981
Occupation:  Pharmacist
Title: Director of Pharmacy at 
Houston Methodist Baytown

Family: 5 year old daughter Keegan

Education: Doctorate of Pharmacy 
from Texas Southern University & a 
Master’s in Business Administration 
from Texas Women’s University

Community & Professional 
Achievements: A Board Member 
of the YMCA Baytown, Member 
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Incorporated., Meals on Wheels 
Volunteer, Houston Food bank 
Volunteer

Quote to live by: 
Philippians 4:13-“I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens 
me.”

Can you name a person who has 
had a tremendous impact on you 
as a leader? 
-My Mother, she has held several 
leadership positions throughout her 
career, so I was able to experience 
this first hand growing up. She 
instilled many values in me that has 
helped shape me as a leader today, 
her hard work and dedication was 
prevalent in our household.

What is one characteristic that 
you believe every leader should 
possess?
-Every leader should possess a 
Vision for the area they are leading

What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it?

What are you known for?
-My can do attitude

When you walk into a room, do 
you prefer to be noticed or fly 
under the radar? 
-Fly under the Radar

What is your morning routine 
like? 
-Prayer then emails

What slogan would you put on 
your own T-shirt? 
-Following My Dreams, How about 
you?

How old were you when you had 
your first paying job? 15

What motivates you to get out of 
bed in the morning?
-My daughter motivates me to get 
out of bed in the morning. She is 
a happy child that helps me look 
forward to the day. 
Tell us about an accomplishment 
that you consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
-My career at Houston Methodist 
Baytown and how impactful I have 
been to the organization.
What inspires you?
-My family and the tremendous 
support that they have given me 
throughout my life.

What are your hobbies? Traveling, 
Audiobooks

Favorites: 

Book: Good to Great by James 
Collins

Movie:  Anything Marvel

TV Show: Game of Thrones

Music Genre: R&B

Sports Team: Team USA Track and 
Field

Kiska Boyd
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Age:  22

Occupation: B u s i n e s s 
Owner of The Little Mustard 
Seed Tearoom 

Family: Kim Boyd-DeBerry 
(mom), Geoff DeBerry (dad), 
Brok Boyd (brother), Tori Boyd 
(sister-in-law), and Harper Boyd 
(niece) 

Education: Texas A&M 
University Class of 2018 Bachelor 
of Science in Leadership

Quote to live by: For I know the 
plans I have for you,” declares 
the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future. Jeremiah 
29:11

Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader?My mother, 
hands down. For starters, she 
helped me open the business I 
have today. In every way, she 
was my mentor by teaching me 
how to be strong, independent, 
hardworking, as well as 
compassionate and creative. As a 
young girl, she was the best role 
model and friend a girl could ask 
for and I am so thankful that she 
is my mom. 

What is one characteristic that 
you believe every leader should 
possess?
Authenticity. I studied leadership 
in college and authentic 
leadership was always a subject 
that I gravitated towards. 
Authentic leaders are self-aware, 
transparent, full of integrity, and 
stay true to themselves and their 
values. I found a quote before 
that resonated with me and still 
holds true
Authentic leaders genuinely 

desire to serve others through 
their leadership. They are more 
interested in empowering the 
people they lead to make a 
difference than they are in 
power, money, or prestige for 
themselves. They are as guided 
by qualities of the heart, by 
passion and compassion, as they 
are by qualities of the mind. (Bill 
George, Authentic Leadership: 
Rediscovering the Secrets to 
Creating Lasting Value)
Authentic leaders aren’t putting 
on this act for people to see. They 
are genuine people and I think 
that we need more of them in our 
society this day and age. 

What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it?
Some may know, but I have lost a 
few people in my short life. Drunk 
driver accident, old age, suicide, 
freak accident. It’s always a hard 
subject however, from a young 
age, I realized if I was going 
to get through anything, it was 
going to be because my family 
was right there by my side. That 
and therapy. It’s a stigma that 
needs to be broken down and 
talked about. People don’t need 
to be ashamed to seek help when 
they need it. In tough situations 

that were hard to process, 
communicating and being open 
helped me know that what I was 
feeling was okay. Even if it’s just 
a friend, I suggest anyone who is 
going through a hardship should 
reach out and talk to someone.  
What are you known for?
I am known as the Owner of The 
Little Mustard Seed Tearoom, 
Kim Boyd’s Daughter, or the 
Flower Lady’s Daughter—all 
three title’s I am proud to be 
called. 

When you walk into a room, do 
you prefer to be noticed or fly 
under the radar?
I prefer to be noticed! I love 
talking to people, it’s what 
drove me to open The Little 
Mustard Seed so I would have 
the opportunity to interact with 
people and learn their stories!

What is your morning routine 
like?
I wake up every morning and 
snuggle with my two dogs, Honey 
and Hank for a while. After I get 
ready, we go outside and then I 
feed them. Most days when I 
leave my house, I head to H-E-B 
to grocery shop before heading 
over to The Little Mustard Seed.  

What slogan would you put on 
your own T-shirt? 
“I’m on a Mustard Seed Diet”

How old were you when you 
had your first paying job?
Technically, my first paying job 
was during my sophomore year 
of college at 19, however, I was 
waiting tables and setting up 
weddings for my mom since I 
was 5—only then I was getting 
paid in room and board. 

What motivates you to get out 
of bed in the morning?

To be honest, the fear of my dogs 
using the bathroom in my room 
because quite frankly, I am NOT 
a morning person. 
Tell us about an accomplishment 
that you consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
Graduating from Texas A&M! 
I am so thankful that I had the 
opportunity to attend college, 
especially the best in Texas! It 
was a life changing experience 
that taught me so much about 
myself and what more I have to 
learn. 

What inspires you?
Lots of things! However, I am 
most inspired by people with 
an insane amount of courage 
and bravery! There are kids 
who aren’t scared of anything, 
cancer patients who have battled 
that horrible disease, political 
activists who stand up for what’s 
right, and soldiers who defend us 
every day! Those people show 
me that I have nothing to be 
afraid of and that there is always 
something worth fighting for! 

What are your hobbies?
Is food a hobby? Eating it or 
Making it! It’s a passion, not just 
making sandwiches and soups for 
my customers (which I love), but 
trying out new recipes or taking a 
trip with my food snob family to 
try out a new spot! 

Favorites: 
Book: Switch: How to Change 
Things When Change Is Hard by 
Chip Heath and Dan Heath
Movie: Greatest Showman, 
Hairspray, Coyote Ugly—
Anything with an awesome 
soundtrack!
TV Show: Game of Thrones, 
MasterChef Junior, Greys 
Anatomy 
Music Genre: Country or Pop
Sports Team: Houston Texans, 
Houston Astros

Any other information you 
would like us to know?
I want to thank y’all for choosing 
me to be one of your top 20 
under 40! This is an awesome 
accomplishment for me and it 
feels amazing to be recognized. 

Stormy Boyd
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Age:  33

Occupation:  Executive 
Assistant for the City Manager’s 
Office  
Title: Executive Assistant
Family: Loving wife of 13 
years, Snow Burlin, and two 
beautiful girls, Layna and 
Kaydence.

Education: 
Baytown Christian Academy 
(Class of 04).
Associates Degree, Fayetteville 
Technical Community College

Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
Served for 12 years in the US 
Army (Medically Retired)
Associate Minister for Grace 
Bible Church 

Quote to live by: 
“The only thing necessary for 
the triumph of evil is for good 
men to do nothing.” – Edmund 
Burke

Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader?  
SSG Mark A. Stets. One of my 
first leaders in my first unit in 
the Army. He treated everyone 
with respect (even us Privates), 
and shielded us from as much 
flak from higher as he could. He 
really looked out for his people 
and that has always stuck with 
me. 

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every leader 
should possess?
The ability to see from other 
people’s perspectives. This is 
key in life, not just leadership. 
During a disagreement the 
ability to view the situation from 
the other person’s perspective 
will either show you that you 
are wrong, or help you see what 
the other person is missing. 

What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it?
My wife and children have a 
genetic disorder called Ehler’s 
Danlos Syndrome that causes 
a host of problems in their 
day to day lives. While it is 
not something that can be 
overcome (There is no cure) it 
serves as a reminder that there 
is a greater plan than I can 
possibly conceive.  
James 1:2,3“Consider it pure 
joy, my brothers and sisters, 
whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, because you know 
that the testing of your faith 
produces perseverance.

What are you known for?
Thinking outside of the box. 

When you walk into a room, 
do you prefer to be noticed or 
fly under the radar?
Most definitely fly under the 
radar. I want to know the 
“mood” of a room before I 
engage anyone. 

What is your morning routine 
like?
My morning routine is not one 
to emulate. I value my sleep, 
so I give myself just enough 
time to walk the dog, shower, 
shave, dress and be on my way 

to work. 
The routine I wish I had? 
Morning devotional, working 
out, eating breakfast and easing 
into the day. 

What slogan would you put 
on your own T-shirt? 
The Wizard of Wazir Akbar 
Khan

How old were you when you 
had your first paying job?
13 years old (A fact I won’t 
let my kids hear the end of). I 
worked in the concession stand 
at Baytown Bingo for 6 years. 

What motivates you to get out 
of bed in the morning?
My family. They keep me 
putting one foot in front of the 
other. 

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
Entering into the ministry. I felt 
called to it as a kid, but put it off. 
Then life happened, and I put a 
check list of things that would 
need to happen before I would 
“answer” the call. I realized on 
my 12th wedding anniversary 
that God had been ticking off 
boxes without my noticing. I 
don’t know where I’m being 
called to, but I’m excited about 
the journey.  

What inspires you?
Grace. That fact God uses 
the broken. That God choose 
a stutterer(Moses), a coward 
(Jonah), a murderer (Paul) and 
many other broken people to be 
his vessels. Through Grace we 

can be made righteous through 
Christ. Despite mistakes in life, 
or simply not feeling worthy 
enough, Christ can use you. It 
doesn’t matter how many times 
you fail, as long as you have 
the will to stand back up and 
keep trying, God can use you 
for good. 

What are your hobbies?
Hanging out with my family, 
playing video games, and 
reading.  

Favorites: 
Book: The Bible
Movie: The Martian 
TV Show: The Big Bang 
Theory
Music Genre: Emo
Sports Team: Chudley 
Cannons 

Jason Burlin
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Age: 33

Occupation: Police Officer
 
Title: K9 Patrol Officer
SWAT Operator 
 
Family: Married for 14 1/2 
years and father to 2 sons and 3 
daughters. 
 
Education: Graduated high 
school in 2003, attended 
Remington College for criminal 
justice and completed numerous 
classes and courses to further 
military and law enforcement 
knowledge. 
 
Community & Professional 
Achievements:
Officer of the Quarter- March 
2019. Top Patrol Dog Team 
2018 . K9 Handler- 2018. SWAT 
Operator- 2015. Medically 
Retired from the US Army as 
a Sergeant First Class after 
nearly 12 yrs of service. 2 tours 
of duty in support of OIF and 

OEF. Combat Action Badge and 
numerous medals and ribbons. 
 
Quote to live by:
Psalm 144:1 “Blessed be the 
Lord my Rock, Who trains my 
hands for war, and my fingers 
for battle.”
Isaiah 6:8 “Here am I, send 
me.” 

Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader?

Eric Jenkins would definitely be 
that person for me. As a young 
person, he was my AWANA 
leader in church. He helped me 
learn scripture and apply it to 
my life as I got older. He also 
mentored me in getting started 
in my military career. He is a 
Command Sergeant Major now 
and I have always admired his 
ability to maintain a strong 
family life and church presence 
while advancing in the military. 
 
What is one characteristic 
that you believe every leader 
should possess?
The ability to focus not on 
being the best but rather helping 
everyone else be the best they 
can be. 
 
What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it?
It sounds funny but honestly, 
having a baby face. In both the 
military and law enforcement, 
looking younger than I am 

often makes 
people question 
my knowledge 
and experience. I 
wouldn’t necessarily 
say I’ve completely 
overcome it because 
I still get mistaken for 
being significantly 
younger than I am 
but I try to let my 
work speak for itself. 

What are you 
known for?
Being quiet until it’s 
time not to be. 

Officer Barry Calvert
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Age:  28

Title: Financial Advisor, AAMS®
 
Family: Parents: Dale & Sonya 
Cather
Siblings: Chase Cather, Shannon 
Hilts, and Brandon Cather
 
Education:
Baytown Christian Academy
Texas A&M University 

Community & Professional 
Achievements:
Current:
Kiwanis Lieutenant Governor 
Division 28
Kiwanis Club of Baytown Board 
Member
Bay Area Rehabilitation Center 
Board Member
 
Past:
Kiwanis Club of Baytown 
President - ‘17-’18
Keep Baytown Beautiful Board 
Member
 
Quote to live by: “As Iron 
Sharpens iron, so one person 
sharpens another”—Proverbs 
27:17

 
Can you name a person who has 
had a tremendous impact on you 
as a leader? Both of my parents 
have made a tremendous impact 
on me as a leader over the years. 
I had the opportunity to grow up 
on the outside looking in at their 
business, and pick up on the 
qualities of what I consider two 
great examples of leadership. Both 
being mentors when needed and 
continuing to set great examples 
of what I see in true leaders with 
regards to their business and 
outside of their business still to 
this day.
 
What is one characteristic that 
you believe every leader should 
possess?
I think one characteristic that every 
leader should posses is conviction. 
Conviction for the what and the 
why that you’re leading towards 
or for, as well as conviction behind 
those that you’re leading.
 
What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it? 
The most recent hardship that I had 
to face, as well as many others, was 
water damage to my office during 
Hurricane Harvey. Taking care of 
existing clients while managing 
repairs to the office on an unknown 
timeline, like many others, was 

very taxing. The overwhelming 
support of Baytown and the 
surrounding areas to any affected 
by Hurricane Harvey, really made 
this hardship easier. I overcame 
this hardship by working through 
the uncertainties and focusing 
on what I could control. I truly 
would not have overcome that 
without the persistence of my 
Branch Office Administrator, 
Sherel Thomas, assisting with the 
needs of our clients from a local 
office in Crosby while repairs 
were under way.
 
What are you known for? 
I am known for my attention 
to detail, professionalism, 
organization, and my awareness.
 
When you walk into a room, do 
you prefer to be noticed or fly 
under the radar?
I prefer to fly under the radar.

What is your morning routine 
like?
I catch up on the news through 
the tv/internet, drink coffee, check 
emails, read the Baytown Sun and 
then head into the office for the 
day.

What slogan would you put on 
your own T-shirt?
Save Hard, Retire Easy 
 
How old were you when you had 
your first paying job?
I was 15 years old answering 
phones and filing paperwork at my 
parents’ insurance agency in town. 

What motivates you to get out of 
bed in the morning?
I am motivated to make everyday 
one that makes a positive impact in 
the lives of my clients, their loved 
ones and in the local community.
 
Tell us about an accomplishment 
that you consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
I wouldn’t say an accomplishment 

but more of a blessing to be a 
Financial Advisor with an office in 
the community that I grew up in.  
 
What inspires you?
Making an impact in people’s 
lives and their loved ones through 
financial planning.
 
What are your hobbies?
Hunting, Fishing, Hiking, 
Exercising, Running, & Traveling
 

Favorites:
Book: The Odyssey
Movie: We Were Soldiers
TV Show: Shark Tank
Music Genre: Texas Country
Sports Team: Texas A&M Aggies
 
Any other information you 
would like us to know?
I would like to have my pilot’s 
license someday...

Best Always,
Blake Cather

Blake Cather
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Age:  28
Occupation:
Communications professional / 
photographer
Title:
Communications Specialist 
for Covestro Industrial Park 
Baytown
Owner of Preslie Cox 
Photography, serving a wide 
clientele in the Baytown 
community for the past nine 
years
Family:
Daughter of Terry and Nancy 
Cox, sister to Karlie Cox 
Brouillard, and granddaughter 
of Winston and Brenda Gardner, 
and Freda Cox. My family has 
been my biggest support system 
and has always pushed me to do 
my best in anything I pursue.
Education:
Texas State University San 
Marcos – Bachelor of Fine 
Arts, Communication Design; 
Bachelor of Fine Arts, 
Photography.
I attended high school at Sterling 
High School in Baytown.
Community & Professional 
Achievements:
TAPME (Texas Associated 
Press Managing Editors) Award 
recipient for first place in 
Feature Photography – 2019. 
Readers’ Choice Award for 
Best Photographer – 2018. A 

Life to Live Commitment to 
Companionship Service Award 
– 2017. A Week in the Life at 
Texas State Photography Contest 
winner – 2014 and 2017.
Quote to live by:
“The only way to do great 
work is to love what you do. If 
you haven’t found it yet, keep 
looking. Don’t settle. As with all 
matters of the heart, you’ll know 
when you find it.” – Steve Jobs
Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader? Michelle 
Gerlich Funk, a lifelong friend 
and native Baytonian, has always 
supported me and my creativity 
from the very beginning. She 
is who initially got me started 
in photography and has been 

an excellent friend, mentor 
and resource through the 
entire process of building my 
business. From pricing and 
posing, to building strong and 
lasting client relationships, she 
has made the biggest impact.
What is one characteristic 
that you believe every leader 
should possess?
Every leader should have 
integrity. It takes someone 
with honesty and a firm moral 
foundation to uphold a strong 
and effective team.
What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it?

Losing my grandfather, Lowell 
Cox has been a hardship that 
I’m still overcoming. He had a 
heart of gold and taught me to 
love life, my strong appreciation 
for family and the importance 
of being involved and giving 
back to the community. Staying 
positive and hearing stories 
about the impact my grandpa had 
on his community and customers 
has helped tremendously.
What are you known for?
I feel I am most known for my 
photography and developing 
my brand – being around town 
and sharing it with people; the 
huge spot I have in my heart 
for animals and advocating to 
save them all, especially in the 
Baytown area, and my passion 
for nature (photographing and 
conserving it).
When you walk into a room, do 
you prefer to be noticed or fly 
under the radar?
Fly under the radar, as I have 
never enjoyed being the center of 
attention.
What is your morning routine 
like?
I have never been a morning 
person – I think everyone who 
knows me can attest to that. 
Coffee is my first priority when 
I get out of bed, followed by 
checking my email, letting my 
dogs out and feeding them – then 

I get ready for the day and grab a 
light breakfast (usually a protein 
bar) on my way out the door.
What slogan would you put on 
your own T-shirt?
Don’t wait for opportunity. 
Create it.
How old were you when you 
had your first paying job?
16. My first job was a hostess at 
Rooster’s Steakhouse working 
under my dad and grandparents. 
I have always been a shy and 
reserved person but working 
there, I was forced to talk to and 
greet people. My grandma Freda 
always pushed me to work hard, 
provide exceptional customer 
service and taught me how to 
count change back to customers. 
My grandpa Lowell encouraged 
me to always keep a smile on my 
face, no matter what kind of day 
I was having, and to greet every 
single customer that walked 
through the doors (I still do this 
when visiting Rooster’s).
What motivates you to get out 
of bed in the morning?
My dogs and coffee, first 
and foremost. My job also 
motivates me because I have 
the opportunity to do something 
new almost every day. I am in a 
creative position and also get to 
meet new people every day – that 
is motivating in itself and keeps 
things fresh and exciting. 
Tell us about an accomplishment 
that you consider to be the 
most significant in your life.
Starting my photography 
business at the age of 19 and 
building a strong platform and 
clientele has been the most 
significant. I started from 
nothing shortly after high school 
– having no knowledge in the 
industry whatsoever, how to 
build a brand or how to even 
run a small business. I have 
overcome challenges that come 
with owning my own business 
and have navigated a career path 
through years of education and 
earning two degrees. 

What inspires you?
Some of my best inspiration 
comes from traveling. I love 
being outdoors and I have 
found that after seeing new 
things, places and people, some 
of my strongest ideas come to 
fruition. Traveling abroad to 
Italy gave me a fresh perspective 
and appreciation for different 
cultures of the world, their art 
and architecture. Visiting there 
for a month was one of the most 
inspiring times of my life.
What are your hobbies?
Spending time with my two 
dogs Archie and Murphy, my 
family, my horse, photography, 
scouting out new places to visit 
in Texas with my boyfriend John, 
beachcombing on Crystal Beach 
and anything that allows me to 
be creative.

Favorites: 
Book: Any of the Harry Potter 
books
Movie: Forrest Gump
TV Show: Friends
Music Genre: I’m a lover of all 
kinds of music.
Sports Team: Houston Astros

Preslie Cox
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Age:  29

Occupation:  
Marketing 
Title:  Marketing Coordinator
for Patients ER

Family: Single 

Education:  I received a 
Bachelor of Arts with a focus in 
Advertising and a minor in Fashion 
Merchandising from Texas State 
University in 2011.

Community & Professional 
Achievements: As an active 
organizer, participant and 
contributor to community events, 
I have been grateful to be a part 
of a wonderful company who 
recently received “Best Place 
to Work” and “Best ER” for the 
fourth consecutive year by The 
Baytown Sun readers. We’re so 
honored to serve and give back to 
a community who has supported us 
for many years. 

Quote to live by: “Great things 
never came from comfort zones.” 

– Author Unknown
Can you name a person who has 
had a tremendous impact on 
you as a leader? As cliché as it 
may sound, my mother is actually 
someone who I value and look up 
to as a leader. She has made a great 
impact on me as a leader at home, 
at work and in the community. She 
has gifted me with many jewels 
that a leader should possess such 
as a profound ethical background, 
integrity, resilience, faith and 

more. She has made a lot of 
sacrifices throughout her career by 
putting other people’s needs before 
her own for the betterment of her 
work team and family. She has 
maintained that aura of confidence 
which exudes respect that causes 
others to emulate and strive for 
success while maintaining a work-
life balance. 

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every leader 
should possess? There are several 
characteristics of a good leader that 
I would group under the umbrella 
of “Emotional Intelligence.” One 
who is slow to judge and quick 
to give positive feedback. One 
who is able look at oneself while 
managing others. 

What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it? I was at my lowest 
point immediately following 
college graduation. It was very 
difficult in securing a Public 
Relation (PR) job. That’s when I 
learned patience and resiliency. I 
remembered my mother saying,” 
Keep on trying; when nine doors 
close, one door will open.” That 
gave me the encouragement I 
needed to go forward until I 
was promoted from an intern to 
publicist at a boutique-style firm.

What are you known for? I’m 
known for my bubbly and positive 
personality! I’m always smiling 
wherever I go. I believe smiles 
are contagious and if you share 
one with someone, you never 
know how you’ve brightened that 
person’s day. I am also known for 
my honesty and integrity because 
that makes you who you are.

When you walk into a room, do 
you prefer to be noticed or fly 
under the radar?  Because of my 
natural ability to socialize and my 
self presentation, it is difficult not 
to be noticed when I enter a room.
What is your morning routine 

like? I wake up, and recite a morning 
prayer, read a daily devotional and 
listen to inspirational music while 
I get ready for work. Additionally, 
a nice cup of dark coffee to help 
seize the day!

What slogan would you put on 
your own T-shirt? “Leave a little 
glitter of yourself behind wherever 
you go.”

How old were you when you 
had your first paying job? I was 
15-years-old when I got my first 
paying job at Limited Too. I was 
so excited to start working and 
making my own money. 

What motivates you to get out of 
bed in the morning? My will to 
succeed and make my parents and 
most importantly, myself proud. 

Tell us about an accomplishment 
that you consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
My most rewarding 
accomplishment stems from my 
job. The majority of my work 
hours are spent in engaging in 
community events. I love getting 
positive feedback from our 
community members explaining 
how we have impacted them. I work 
for a wonderful group of people 
who care about the Baytown, 
Mont Belvieu and surrounding 
communities. This is reflected in 
the conversations that are shared 
with the people at our plethora of 
events. I’m so proud to work where 
I do and for our gracious owners.

What inspires you? A variety of 
things inspired me, but what stands 
out the most is getting the chance 
to meet new people and learn new 
things. I value those people who 
are positive in my life and who 
have contributed to my growth as 
a professional. Additionally, the 
need to live a purposeful life is a 
great inspiration that makes me 
want to get up and go to work 
every day.

What are your hobbies? 
Attending live music shows and 
festivals, spending time with my 
friends and family, painting and 
event planning!

Favorites: 
Book: Girl Boss by Sophia 
Amoruso and Becoming by 
Michelle Obama
Movie: Titanic
TV Show: How to Get Away 
With Murder, any drama series on 
Netflix and the majority of shows 
on HGTV.
Music Genre: I listen to all genres 
of music, but my favorite is Chill 
R&B.
Sports Team: Texans and Rockets 
fan all day! Go Team, Go!
Any other information you 
would like us to know? When I 
was in high school, I was on the 
step team and performed at Essence 
Festival and during the Harlem 
Globetrotters halftime show when 
they were in Houston. 

Whitley Dorsett
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Age:  33

Occupation:  
Registered Nurse at Patients 
Emergency Room

Title: RN, Clinical 
Coordinator

Family: Married for 14 years to 
Stephen (Harris County Pct. 3 
Officer)
 Children: Addison 10, Brock 8, 
Cadence 6

Education: I became a registered 
nurse 11 years ago and I am 
currently working on my Masters 
degree to become a Family Nurse 
Practitioner.

Community & Professional 
Achievements: I am proud 
to work for a place that not 
only serves the community 
that I grew up in, but has been 
recognized numerous times for 
its achievements. Patients ER 
has been named “Best Place to 
Work” and “Best ER” for the 
fourth year in a row. I am honored 
to be a part of such a great team 
that continues to build amazing 
healthcare in our community. 
In recent years, I was named 
Employee of the Month and 
Employee of the Quarter at my 
previous employer.

Quote to live by: “Wherever you 
are, be all there” – Jim Elliot. 
This quote has always inspired 
me because I think giving it 
your all in all aspects of life is 
important for success, whether 
it is in your marriage, career, or 
simple daily tasks. If you only 
give a percentage of yourself, you 
will only receive a percentage in 
return. 

Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader? Maybe 
someone who has been a 
mentor to you? Why and how 
did this person impact your 
life? 
There are so many people that 
have help carved the person 
who I am today, that it is hard to 
name just one. My husband by 
far has had the greatest impact 
on my life. He has been by my 
side through failure and success, 
always with open arms that kept 
pushing me to the top. Jeanne 
Shipp, administrator and partner 
of Patients ER, has made a huge 
impact on my career. She is not 
only a caring nurse, but she is 
honest and passionate about what 
she does. She has helped and 
continues to inspire me daily to 
become a better leader.

What is one characteristic that 
you believe every leader should 
possess?
One is not born with leadership 
skills. It takes time and effort to 
become a great leader. Honesty 
is the most vital characteristic 
a leader can possess in my 
opinion. Honesty builds trust, 
trust builds relationships, and 
strong relationships with your 

employees creates success.
What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it?
I wouldn’t say it was a hardship, 
but one of the most difficult 
things I have been through was 
moving out of state for 4 years 
with my husband in the military. 
I left everything I knew, spent 
most of the time alone due to him 
on deployment, all while going 
through nursing school. I went 
through many dark times, but 
made it through by developing 
a “new” family of friends and 
keeping my faith in God.

What are you known for?
Problem solving is for sure one 
of my best attributes. I enjoy 
helping others resolve issues.

When you walk into a room, do 
you prefer to be noticed or fly 
under the radar?
I love meeting new people and 
socializing!
  
What is your morning routine 
like?
Being a mom of 3 young children, 
along with my husbands and 
my own crazy schedules, my 
morning routine is never the 
same. Typically, I get myself 
dressed, kid up, dressed, fed, and 
off to school, then to work we go. 

What slogan would you put on 
your own T-shirt? “Why worry 
when you can Pray.”  This is 
something I try my best to live 
by day to day. It is hard at times 
to not worry, but I am a firm 
believer that everything happens 
for a reason and that if God 
brings you to it, he will get you 
through it.
How old were you when you had 
your first paying job? I was 15 
when I began my first job at the 
Baytown Batting Cages. Since 

then I have had a variety of jobs 
to which eventually, I found my 
calling as a nurse.

What motivates you to get out 
of bed in the morning?
My family is my biggest 
motivation. Continuing to build 
the best life possible for my 
family is most important to me. 
Believing in myself and what I 
can contribute within my career 
also gives me great motivation. 
When I come to work, it is not 
just “work”. I know that as a 
nurse I have helped people in my 
community and as a leader I give 
it everything I have to help our 
staff in every way possible and 
together we can continue to be 
successful.

Tell us about an accomplishment 
that you consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
Being a wife and a mother is 
most definitely my greatest 
accomplishment. Through the 
many trials and tribulations we 
have endured together, my family 
has made me who I am and who I 
continue to fight for.

What inspires you?
Making my family proud is the 
most important to me. I love 
hearing my children pridefully 
tell their friends “my mom is a 
nurse.” I am inspired to get up 
every day, come to work, and 
leave knowing that I made an 
impact on someone’s life whether 
it be a patient or co-worker. 
Working for a company that 
treats patients like family and 
gives back to the community is a 
daily motivation.

What are your hobbies?
My free time is spent either 
watching my children in their 
sports or enjoying family time. 
We love the outdoors, so most of 
our free time is spent soaking up 
the sun!

Favorites: 
Movie: Steel Magnolias
TV Show: The Resident (I 
know…very cliché)
Music Genre: Country and 
Christian
Sports Team: Go Texans!!

Ashley Dugat
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Age:  23

Occupation: Kirklands Home 
Decor Store and Baytown Little 
Theatre   

Title: Asst. Manager and Youth 
Program Director 

Family: Mother - Cynthia Pauline 
Garcia 
Father - Victor Garcia 
Sister - Rita 
Brother - Luis 

Education: Theatre - Our Lady of 
the Lake University 

Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
Theatre shows I have been apart of 
in Baytown, Lion in The Wizard of 
Oz, Scuttle in The Little Mermaid, 
Cliff Bradshaw in Cabaret, Roger 
in Play On. 
Theatre Awards the past two years 
at Texas Nonprofits Theatre Youth 
Theatre Conference  - Best Set 
Design, Backstage Award, and All 
Star Cast members.   

Quote to live by: “Good is the 
enemy of Great.” - Vince Lombardi

Can you name a person who has 
had a tremendous impact on 
you as a leader?  Felipe Garcia, 
taught me everything I know about 
theatre. He was my high school 
theatre director and helped me 
fall in love with my art. We were 
a competitive high school theatre 
team - but Felipe made it fun, made 
it intriguing, made me fully realize 
how important it was to pass on 
knowledge of an art form that 
has thrived for so many years. It 
was through his summer program 
that I had my first encounter with 
teaching children.   

What is one characteristic that 
you believe every leader should 
possess? Understanding. In order 
to help anyone in any situation you 

have to understand where the other 
person is coming from. Putting 
yourself in their shoes and really 
consider the entire circumstance. 
It’s only through understanding we 
are able to relate to one another, as 
humans. 

What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it? About two years 
ago I let a toxic person into my 
life and my world was flipped 
upside down. Being able to let go 
of negative energy has been one of 
the most rewarding lessons I have 
learned. With the help of loved 
ones and trusting myself I was able 
to distance myself from all things 
negative. 

What are you known for? I like 
to believe I am known for my 
humor, my time as Baytown Little 
Theatres youth director, my acting 
abilities, and my capability of 
being no one but myself. 

When you walk into a room, 
do you prefer to be noticed or 
fly under the radar? A little of 
both actually, but as an actor of 
course being the center of attention 
wouldn’t hurt either. 

What is your morning routine 
like? I’m usually up for work 

around 7:30, always a shower, 
coffee (if I’m able to get my hands 
on it), a fast breakfast - and out the 
door ready for what I know will be 
a busy day. 

What slogan would you put on 
your own T-shirt? “Don’t be 
sorry, be better!”

How old were you when you had 
your first paying job? 18

What motivates you to get out of 
bed in the morning? My family, 
everything I do is for my parents 
and my siblings, I’m only winning 
if my family is right beside me. 

Tell us about an accomplishment 
that you consider to be the most 
significant in your life. As of 
recent, I have received call backs 
for Theatre Under The Stars in 
Houston. 

What inspires you? My art 
form and my kids, it is through 
both of these things I am able to 
truly tell myself “I am making a 
difference.” 

What are your hobbies? Acting, 
photography, poetry, nature trails, 
food and wine tasting. 

Favorites: 
Book: “Note To Self” By Connor 
Franta 
Movie: Dazed and Confused 
TV Show: Law & Order : SVU
Music Genre: Musicals 
Sports Team: Texans 

Joshua Figueroa
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Age:  25

Occupation: Law Enforcement 

Title: I am a Deputy for Harris 
County Constable Precinct 3

Family: Daughter of Debbie 
Lopez, Ramiro Fuentes, and 
Richard Lopez. Sister to Thomas 
Fuentes, Zach Lopez, and Kacey 
Lopez. Granddaughter to Mary 
Hernandez, Louis Hernandez, 
Angelita Fuentes, and Felipe 
Fuentes. My family has been my 
biggest support system throughout 
my career. 

Education: I have an associates 
degree in Process Technology, 
an associates degree in Safety 
Management, and my Peace 
Officer’s License. 

Community & professional 
achievements: My professional 
achievement is becoming a police 
officer within two months of 
graduating the police academy. 

Quote to live by: The only way to 
do great work is to love what you 
do. 

Can you name a person who has 
had a tremendous impact on you 
as a leader? 
I have two people that pop into my 
head as I read this question. My dad 
and stepdad have been a mentor 
for me since I could remember. 
My dad has always taught me to 
do the right thing even when no 
one is looking. he also taught me 
to be there for the ones you love 

even if that means to give your 
shirt off your back. My stepdad 
has made a huge impact in my life 
since the day I met him. He is the 
one who made me believe that I 
could become a police officer. He 
has taught me how to be a leader 
and to never give up in what you 
believe in.

What is one characteristic that 
you believe every leader should 
possess? Integrity 

What was a hardship that 
you had to face, and how did 
you overcome it? The police 
academy was a challenge for me 
in the beginning, but I made sure 
I set goals for myself and pushed 
myself to the limit and never gave 
up. 

What are you known for? I 
think I am known for my giving 
personality. I always want to help 
people and keep them happy. I 
always tell my friends that I am a 
phone call away if they ever need 
anything. 

When you walk into a room, do 
you prefer to be noticed r fly 
under the radar? I prefer to fly 
under the radar. 

What is your morning routine 
like? My morning routine is to 
wake up every morning, get on my 
knees and say a prayer, make my 
bed, and then get ready for work. 

What slogan would you put on 
your own tshirt? Best day ever. 

How old were you when you had 
your first paying job? I was 17 
when I had my first paying job at 
a daycare. 

What motivates you to get out 
of bed in the morning? My job 
motivates me to get out of bed 
knowing that I am out here helping 
people out as much as I can and 

knowing that people count on me 
to be there for them when no one 
else is. 

Tell us about an accomplishment 
that you consider to be the 
most significant in your life? 
Graduating from the police 
academy and getting hired on 
within a few months of graduating. 

What inspires you? I believe the 
one thing that inspires me the most 
is the kids I work with at my job. 
I am the police officer at Crosby 
Kindergarten Center. I am around 
children all day and they look up 
to me. Knowing someone so little 

looks up to me makes me want 
to do better and go out there and 
change the world.

What are your hobbies? My 
number one hobby is taking my 
grandpa to the Houston Astros 
games. My other hobby is spending 
time with my friends and family as 
much as I can. 

Favorite book: The Outsiders
Favorite movie: Liar Liar
Favorite tv show: Ridiculousness
Favorite music: Anything
Favorite sports team: Houston 
Astros

Officer Katie Fuentes
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Age:  28
Occupation: Real Estate 
Title: REALTOR
Family: A lot ☺
Education: BHISD
Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
Distinguished Production 2016-
2018 (real estate). Executive 
Club Award 2017-2018 (real 
estate)
Quote to live by:  “Everything 
happens for a reason”.
Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader? Maybe 
someone who has been a 
mentor to you? Why and how 
did this person impact your 
life? 
My mother, Holly McGary.  Not 
only has she been a great mother 
but an outstanding business 
owner, care taker, therapist and 

friend.  She didn’t have the best 
upbringing but she made sure 
her family did.  She always 
puts everyone above her and 
before herself. She lost almost 
everything she had during the 
2007 Recession but managed 

to always put her kids needs 
first.  She did online schooling 
for Insurance and is now the top 
producer in her company.  She 
showed her family that even 
when you get knocked down, 
you pick yourself up off the 
floor, wash your face, take a deep 
breath and keep going.  She is the 
voice of reason.   
What is one characteristic that 
you believe every leader should 
possess?
Availability/Communication
What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it?
I quit my full time, well paying 
job to pursue my real estate career 
full time in May of 2017.  I had 
to learn how to budget and plan 
for savings.  Then went through 
a divorce 6 months later.  I relied 
on my mother to keep me sane.  

To keep me going.  I went out 
on a limb and decided to move 
away from the town I grew up in.  
Rented an apartment and moved 
in with a room mate.  4 months 
later, I realized it was not for me.  
I missed “home”.  I met a new 
guy going through a very similar 
situation and we moved back to 
Mont Belvieu.  A year later, we 
both have found what we were 
missing.  What we deserved.  We 
found happiness again.  These 
2 hardships taught me that even 
when things seem impossible or 
never ending, there’s always light 
at the end of the tunnel and there 
is always someone to help you 
through it.
When you walk into a room, do 
you prefer to be noticed or fly 
under the radar?
A little bit of both.  I most likely 
will be overdressed but definitely 

one of the quieter ones in the 
room.
What is your morning routine 
like? Dogs, COFFEE, dress, 
emails/texts.
How old were you when you 
had your first paying job? 16
What motivates you to get out 
of bed in the morning? MONEY
Tell us about an accomplishment 
that you consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
Getting my Real Estate License
What inspires you? Successful 
people
What are your hobbies? Home 
decorating and running.
Favorites: Mac and Cheese
Book: The Hideaway
TV Show: Scandal
Music Genre: Country
Sports Team: Texans/Astros

Shanea Hampton

10525 Eagle Dr.
Mont Belvieu
(281) 576-6000

Congratualtions
Shanae Hampton

We’re Proud of You!



Congratulations to 
Stormy Boyd, Whitley Dorsett, 

Ashley Dugat, Shanea’ Hampton 
and Preslie Cox

The WCCCC is extremely proud of 
our emerging leaders!

281•576•5440 |   2830 North FM 565, Suite 200
TheWCCCC.com
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Zackary Mendenhall
Age:  25

Occupation: Industrial 
Construction Management
 
Title: Project Coordinator
for Force Corporation

Family: Mom, Kim 
Mendenhall; Sister, Chandler 
Mendenhall

Education: Bachelors of 
Science: Sam Houston State 
University, Construction 
Science

Community & Professional 
Achievements: Member 
of Associated Builders & 
Contractors (ABC), Member 
of Ducks Unlimited Baytown 
Chapter

Quote to live by: “If you don’t 

build your dream, someone else 
will hire you to help them build 
theirs” – Dhirubhai Ambani

Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader? My dad has 
always been someone I have 

looked up to as a leader. He 
taught me to respect everyone, 
regardless of job title. He also 
believed that, college degree 
or not, I needed to appreciate 
hard work and sent me to work 
as a “hand”. I spent every 
summer of my college career 
on a different construction site, 
learning a different craft. To 
this day I am thankful for those 
summers, both professionally 
and as a man.

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every leader 
should possess?
Communication is a big 
one for me. Open lines of 
communication on a project 
can make-or-break a team. 

What was a hardship that 
you had to face, and how did 
you overcome it?
The passing of my father, Mick 
Mendenhall. My dad was a 
very big piece of who I am, 
and the profession that I chose. 
This prompted me to end my 
“college is a party” run, and get 
my degree which is something 
he was adimate about since my 
childhood.

What are you known for?
Being helpful and reliable.

When you walk into a room, 
do you prefer to be noticed or 
fly under the radar?
Fly under the radar, until Miller 
Lite is introduced.

What is your morning routine 
like?
Three alarms, before the real 
alarm.

What slogan would you put 
on your own T-shirt? 
Texas Forever.

How old were you when you 
had your first paying job? 18.

What motivates you to get out 
of bed in the morning? 
The opportunity to learn 
something new.

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
Getting my college degree.

What inspires you?
To be successful enough that 
my Mama never has to worry.

What are your hobbies?
Hunting, fishing, floating the 
river

Favorites: 
Book: Lone Survivor
Movie: Varsity Blues
TV Show: Game of Thrones
Music Genre: Texas Country
Sports Team: Astros



Love ,
Mom,Chandler, ConCon & Uncle John

TEXAS STATE OPTICAL

TSO
TM

301 West Texas Avenue Baytown, TX
Book an appointment today! 

281-427-7374 • www.tsobaytown.com

Congratulations 
Christopher Mathews, O.D.

selected to the 2019
20 under 40!

Anoth er  reason  to  Choose  TSO!
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Age:  28

He is a Therapeutic Optometrist 
with Texas State Optical and will 
be officed in Mont Belvieu.

His family includes his mother, 
Melissa, father, Tom, both school 
teachers in Madison, Indiana 
where he grew up and his brother, 
Mark, also of Madison.

Chris earned his Bachelor 
of Science Degree from the 
University of Hosuton College of 
Optometry, Docgtor of Optometry.

His quote to live by: “Problems 
that remain persistently insoluble 
should always be suspected as 
questions asked in the wrong way.” 
By Alan Watts.

We asked him to name a person 
who has had a tremendous impact 

on him as a leader, someone who 
has been a mentor, and how this 
person impacted his life?

He says, “Both of my parents. 
Although my parents always 
allowed me to explore activities of 

my own interest, they encouraged 
me to pursue these interests with 
100% effort. This lead to self-
discipline in all facets of life from 
sports to school work and even 
hobbies.”

Chris believes every leader should 
have compassion.

He describes a hardship he had to 
face and overcome: “I had several 
surgeries throughout optometry 
school that made it very difficult to 
stay on task and graduate on time, 
but with the help of peers, friends, 
and loved ones, I was able to 
maintain my scheduled timeline.”

He says he is known for a positive 
nature and attitude.

We asked, “When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to be noticed 
or fly under the radar?” He said, “It 

depends on the situation.”

His morning routine includes a 5 
a.m. workout with a large breakfast 
to follow, then a shower and a drive 
to work.
His t-shirt would say, “Laugh, 
Love, Lift.”

Chris was eleven years old when 
he had his first job cutting grass in 
his neighborhood.

He says the fact that he wakes up 
every morning motivates him to 
get out of bed.

The accomplishment that is most 
significant in his life is obtaining 
his doctorate. He says, “I have 
worked to be an optometrist since 
I was 17 years old.”

We asked him what inspires him. 
He says, “There is always a better 

version of myself to be achieved.”

His hobbies include being social, 
working out, competing, traveling, 
movies and music.

His favorite book is The Untethered 
Soul.

He doesn’t have a favorite movie, 
because there would be too many 
from which to choose.

His favorite TV show: New Girl. 

Favorite music: Country

He likes all sports and his 
favorite sports team is the Purdue 
Boilermakers.

Dr. Chris Mathews

A plethora of books have been written on leadership 
and the differing leader behavior styles. Here are a few 
interesting notes from “Management” 6th Edition by 
Richard L. Daft.

Change Leadership
Change is inevitable. Leadership helps companies adapt 

to change. “Transactional Leaders clarify the role and task 
requirements of subordinates, initiate structure, provide 
appropriate rewards, and try to be considerate to and meet 
the social needs of subordinates.”

“The Charismatic Leader has the ability to inspire and 
motivate people to do more than they would normally do, 
despite obstacles and personal sacrifice.”

Visionary Leaders speak to the heart of employees., 
letting them be part of something bigger than themselves.”

“Transformational Leaders resemble charismatic leaders, 
but are distinguished by their special ability to bring about 
innovation and change by recognizing followers’ needs 
and concerns, helping them look at old problems in new 
ways, and encouraging them to question the status quo. 

Transformational leaders create significant change in both 
followers and the organization.”

Interactive Leadership
Leading from a collaborative process, in which influence 

stems from relationships rather than from a position of power or 
formal authority.

Virtual Leadership
The balancing of accountability and flexibility when 

leading a team who works remotely and rarely sees each 
other in person. Providing clear requirements is critical as 
well as an environment of trust. Communication is key.

Servant Leadership
“Servant leadership, first described by Robert Greenleaf, 

is leadership upside down because leaders transcend 
self-interest to serve others and the organization. Servant 
leaders operate on two levels: for the fulfillment of their 
subordinates’ goals and needs and for the realization of the 

larger purpose or mission of their organization. Servant 
leaders give things away, power, ideas, information, 
recognition, credit for accomplishments. … Servant leaders 
bring the follower’s high motives to the work and connect 
them to the organizational mission and goals.”

Level 5 Leadership
Author Jim Collins collaborated with 22 research 

associates identifying Level 5 Leadership. In his book, 
“Good to Great: Why Some Companies Make the Leap … 
and Others Don’t”, Collins describes Level 5 Leadership 
as “the highest level in a hierarchy of manager capabilities. 
He says “a key characteristic of Level 5 leaders is an 
almost complete lack of ego …  often may seem shy and 
unpretentious.”

Level 5 leaders typically take responsibility for errors and 
do not mind letting others take credit when things go well.

He adds that though Level 5 leaders show humility, they 
do possess fierce determination.

Source: “Management”, 6th Edition, by Richard L. Daft

Leadership: a quality that inspires and motivates people 
beyond their normal levels of performance

What’s your leadership style?
Richard L. Daft
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Age:  29
Occupation: Administrative 
Assistant 

Title: A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
Assistant for the Vice President

Family: Wife, Dulce McClure
Education: Associates of Arts

Community & Professional 
Achievements: Ask Me Award 
and 20 under 40

Quote to live by:  “The path 
of the righteous man is beset 
on all sides by the inequities of 
the selfish and the tyranny of 
evil men. Blessed is he who, in 
the name of charity and good 
will shepherds the weak through 
the valley of darkness for he is 
truly his brother’s keeper and the 
finder of lost children And I will 
strike down upon thee with great 
vengeance and furious. Anger 
those who attempt to poison and 
destroy my brothers. And you 
will know my name is the Lord 
when I lay my vengeance upon 
thee”
Pulp Fiction: Samuel Jackson
Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader? I consider 
Dr. Donnetta Suchon, Vice 
Preside of Student Affairs at 
Lee College, my mentor. When 
I first started working under Dr. 
Suchon it was while Lee College 
was going through a review for 
reaccreditation. I was so nervous 
because there was a lot of work 
to be done and it had to be done 
well because the future of the 
college depended on it.
I was charged to complete a task 
for this accreditation review. I 
submitted what I thought to be 
a perfect draft to my new boss. 
The draft came back to me 
with a plethora of red marks. 
This result was not what I had 

expected my hard work to yield. 
It made me doubt my abilities. 
I was a young black man in the 
field of higher education working 
with individuals that didn’t look 
like me and had many years of 
education and experience under 
their belt. The red ink was like all 
of my insecurities yelling back 
at me “you are never going to 
be good enough.” It would have 
been easy for me to succumb to 
this mentality. However, I chose 
to challenge my insecurities. 
First, I needed to make a run to 
Office Depot for more red pens. 
Dr. Suchon was of course not 
aware of all of my thoughts as it 
was not her intention. What she 
was aware of was my potential. 
She saw something in me that 
I did not see in myself. With 
patience and care, she helped 
nurture that potential during 
that stressful time. Dr. Suchon 
could have easily dismissed or 
replaced me with someone who, 
at the time, would not have 
needed as much guidance from 
her. However, she believed in 
me. The faith she placed in me 
motivated me to work harder 
and smarter. I evolved. I learned 
patience, perseverance, how 
to use criticism as a resource 
for positive change. Most 

importantly, she taught me how 
to see value in my talents. Since 
that time (about 4 years ago now), 
Dr. Suchon has placed great trust 
in me by allowing me to take 
on greater responsibilities. She 
never lets me forget my priority- 
student success. She believes in 
every student in the same way 
that she believed in me. She 
helped me see the way and I have 
not looked back since. 
What is one characteristic that 
you believe every leader should 
possess?
Empathy
What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it?
I have had Hodgkin’s Lymphoma 
for 10 years, undergoing many 
treatments, protocals, and 
therapies. I’m so grateful God has 
allowed me to continue pursing 
my dreams while maintaining 
quality of Life.
What are you known for?
My personality and Poker Face

When you walk into a room, do 
you prefer to be noticed or fly 
under the radar?
Fly under the radar
What is your morning routine 
like?
After hitting the snooze button 
twenty times, I get up take a knee 
and thank the man upstairs before 
I start my day. 
What slogan would you put on 
your own T-shirt? 
#NotTodayCancer
How old were you when you 
had your first paying job?
4 years old I got compensated for 
making good grades. 
A = $20
B=$10
C=$0 
D= Negative $10
What motivates you to get out 
of bed in the morning?
A chance to do God’s Work 
through helping others meet their 
needs
Tell us about an accomplishment 
that you consider to be the 

most significant in your life: 
The moment I realized that my 
work was making a difference in 
student lives. A student I helped 
heard that I was out sick because 
of cancer. He told me I couldn’t 
die because the students needed 
me. I said “ok” with a poker face 
but walked away holding back 
tears. 
What inspires you?
Observing a person as they 
discover their strengths.
What are your hobbies?
Video game, Basketball, 
watching Ted Talks
Favorites: 
Book: Peaks and Valleys 
Movie: Batman the Dark Knight
TV Show: Game of Thrones/ 
The Walking Dead and Fixer 
Upper (because of my wife)
Music Genre: Gospel, Tejano, 
K-pop, Hip-Hop, Pop, Rock 
Opera, Classic Rock and 
whatever else my wife decides.
Sports Team: Houston Sports 
Teams 

Christopher McClure
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Age:  23

Occupation: 
Analyst with CommunityBank of 
Texas  

Title: 
Northeast Region Credit Analyst

Family: 
Mother (Lee), Father (Gary), 
Brother (Gary) and Sister (Emily) 

Education: 
Bachelor of Business 
Administration in Finance from 
Texas A&M University

Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
Eagle Scout from Troop 197

Quote to live by: 
“Price is what you pay, Value is 
what you get” – Buffett 

Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader? Maybe 
someone who has been a mentor 
to you? Why and how did this 
person impact your life? 
My boss and mentor Gary Englert. 
He creates an environment in 
which individuality is encouraged, 
while still maintaining integrity 
and consistency.
 
What is one characteristic that 
you believe every leader should 
possess? 
Poise. 

What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it? 
Moving to Baytown was initially 
a struggle as I had no family or 
friends located here; however, 
by immersing myself in the 
community through Work and 
Kiwanis I met great people and 

began to feel more connected to 
Baytown. 

What are you known for? 
Hard work and reliability. 

When you walk into a room, do 
you prefer to be noticed or fly 
under the radar? 
I prefer to be noticed; however, 
its not important that I fill the 
room with conversation. I feel it 
is often more valuable to listen 
than to speak. 

What is your morning routine 
like? 
Shower, Shave, work. 

What slogan would you put on 
your own T-shirt? 
I would love to put 2020 National 

Champions: Texas A&M Aggies 
on a shirt. 
How old were you when you 
had your first paying job? 
15, I worked on a construction 
clean up crew.

What motivates you to get out 
of bed in the morning? 
Making sure our customers are 
taken care of.
 
Tell us about an accomplishment 
that you consider to be the most 
significant in your life. 
Becoming and Eagle Scout was a 
culmination of years of work and 
dedication. 

What inspires you? 
Self-Improvement, working to be 
better every day. 
What are your hobbies? 
Traveling, just recently I’ve been 
to Ireland, Mexico, California & 
Nevada.
 
Favorites: 
Book: Animal Farm 
Movie: The Martian 
TV Show: Game of Thrones
Music Genre: Hip-Hop
Sports Team: Aggies

Any other information you 
would like us to know?
I’m from Houston, but I consider 
myself a Baytonian. 

Stephen McWilliams
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Jenny Montes
Age:  39

Occupation: State Farm Agent

Family: Husband – Jose Montes 
(from Baytown) Son – Ashton 
Michulka (15) attends Sterling 
High School    Son – Landon 
Michulka (12) attends Gentry Jr

Education: Graduated Sterling 
High School, attended Sam 
Houston State 

Community & Professional 
Achievements: I am proud to 
be a small business owner in 
the community I am from and 
currently live to be able to give 
back. I donate supplies, gifts for 
teachers, donations for events/
teams/organizations, and attend 
events at many of the schools 
in the community. I deliver 
Meals on Wheels, donate blood, 
hold a back to school supply 
drive, Baytown Blue Santa toy 
donation, and participate in 
many of the vendor fair/activities 
around Baytown throughout the 
year. 
Professionally I had a successful 
fifteen year career at Verizon 
Wireless with the opportunity to 
work within three channels of 
the company, awarded multiple 
awards/trips, and proudly 
p r o m o t e d / a d v i s e d / g u i d e d 
countless to the next stage of their 
career. Opened up my own State 

Farm business July 1st, 2019 and 
have successfully transitioned 
into a new role in a new industry. 
Currently leading a team of five 
and always striving to do the best 
for them and my clients.

Quote to live by: “Whatever you 
are, be a good one.” Abraham 
Lincoln

Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader? Maybe 
someone who has been a mentor 
to you? Why and how did this 
person impact your life? 
My first leader when I was in 
my first leadership position at 
Verizon was Pritan Patel. He was 
someone who was completely 
open and honest within every 
situation and allowed me to ask 
questions, clearly understand 
why he made the decisions he did 
and was always open to hearing 

things from a different angle. He 
had a huge influence on the way I 
communicate, treat others around 
me, and why I work to get the best 
out of each team member I lead. 
He is still someone I reach out to 
today as a friend and mentor. 

What is one characteristic that 
you believe every leader should 
possess?
The ability to communicate. 
Effectively listen as well as 
encourage/address what is 
needed in a way that motivates 
others.
What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it?
Changing careers after fifteen 
years. Moving from an industry 
I felt 100% confident into one 
where there was so much to learn. 
I leveraged all I had learned 
within that previous career in to 
the new one and reached out to 
those who had had success in the 
current to quickly find adapt and 
find success.

What are you known for?
Doing what’s right, being there 
for others, structure, working as 
a team, and of course having fun 
while we do it. 

When you walk into a room, do 
you prefer to be noticed or fly 
under the radar?
I prefer to observe the room 

before making that decision, 
every situation is different

What is your morning routine 
like?
Just that, routine! Drop my oldest 
off at school, review calendar/
email/tasks for the day with my 
office manager, and then touch 
base with the team before we 
kick the day into gear. Weekends 
it is all about sleeping in when 
I am not cheering my kids on at 
their sports, band, choir, or many 
other events ☺

What slogan would you put on 
your own T-shirt? 
Work Hard, Be Kind

How old were you when you 
had your first paying job?
16 – Tasty Treat which was off N. 
Main

What motivates you to get out 
of bed in the morning?
My kids, my awesome team and 
being very lucky to take care of 
our amazing clients

Tell us about an accomplishment 
that you consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
Every single time I can see 
someone grow from my 
influence I feel grateful to have 
their trust to be able to have that 
impact. My part of influencing 
who my children become, my 

team learning and growing 
professionally, and the guidance I 
am able to give my customers to 
protect their risks and prepare for 
their futures. 

What inspires you?
Others dealing with their own 
challenges themselves and still 
giving/caring about others more 
than themselves. My mom being 
a perfect example of this. No 
matter what she has had thrown 
at her in her life she always 
has the best attitude and would 
do anything for anyone. Huge 
influence on who I am today. 

What are your hobbies?
I love to spend time with my 
family and friends. My husband 
and I enjoy live sports/music and 
travel as much as we can. 

Favorites: 
Book: I enjoy a variety of 
books to help me grow or to just 
entertain but the most fun series 
had to have been reading Harry 
Potter with my oldest and then 
experiencing Hogsmeade with 
him in Orlando. 
Movie: Always enjoy checking 
out all new Marvel, DC and Star 
Wars movie with my boys
TV Show: This Is Us
Music Genre: Love it all
Sports Team: Houston all the 
way…Astros, Dynamo, Texans, 
Rockets, UH



Page 26 • Friday, May 17, 2019 30 UNDER 40    

LARGE
1 TOPPING
$5.00

Congratulations

Cruz 
Orsino!

281-839-7097 3614 Garth rd, Baytown
 Rollingbrook plaza

Congratulations
Blake

Cather Insurance 
Agency, LLC

from

Congratulations

               Stormy!
Love,
Your 

Family

Congratulations to 
all who were 
selected for



30 UNDER 40      Friday, May 17, 2019 • Page 27 

Age:  24

Birthdate: 08/31/1994

Occupation:  High School 
Health Teacher; Football and 
Track Field Coach at Goose Creek 
Memorial High School 

Title: Teacher/Coach

Family: Parents: Blake and 
Anna, Siblings: Bryce (sister) 
and Colin (brother)

Education: B.S. in Human 
Performance Management: 
Sports Recreation and a Minor 
in Coaching from Weber State 
University

Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
One of the few graduates in my 
town to have a shot to make it in 
the NFL.

Quote to live by: 
“Life is 10% what happens to 
you, and 90% how you respond 
to it” –Charles R. Swindoll

Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader? Maybe 
someone who has been a 
mentor to you? Why and how 
did this person impact your 
life? 
Brent Myers was one of my 
college football coaches and had 
a huge impact on me choosing 
the profession I did. He not only 
taught me everything I know 
about the game of football, but 
he also taught me many valuable 
lessons on life.
 
What is one characteristic that 
you believe every leader should 
possess?
Confidence. No matter what 
type of leader you are whether 
it’s vocal or not, leading from 
the front or within, having 

confidence in yourself and your 
team will carry you a long way 
when adversity hits.

What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it?

As a kid learning to play football 
it had always been a dream to 
make it to the NFL. After college 
I was given the opportunity 
with the Detroit Lions and was 
eventually cut from the team. The 
way I responded was to use this 
situation as a positive emphasis 
and I responded by wanting to 
further the education of the youth 
through sport.
 
What are you known for?
Being a football player and an 
even better coach.
 
When you walk into a room, do 
you prefer to be noticed or fly 
under the radar?
I would prefer to be noticed. 
In today’s society having a 
successful career could all 
depend on who you know.

What is your morning routine 
like?
Nothing too far out of the 
ordinary. Shower and get ready 
for work around 6:20 eat a small 
breakfast probably with some 
coffee. Get to work early to 
respond to any emails and plan 
for any class assignments.
 
What slogan would you put on 
your own T-shirt? 
“I can explain it to you, but I 
can’t understand it for you.”

How old were you when you 
had your first paying job?
16

What motivates you to get out 
of bed in the morning?
Knowing that I might have a 
positive influence on someone of 
the youth while teaching in the 

classroom, in the weight room, 
or on the football field.
Tell us about an accomplishment 
that you consider to be the 
most significant in your life.
Getting the opportunity to play 
for an NFL team.

What inspires you?
Pushing our athletes to be the 
best version of themselves.
What are your hobbies?
Hunting, fishing, Barbequing, 
and spending quality time with 
family and friends.

Favorites: 
Book: American Sniper or Son 
of Bum
Movie: Forrest Gump
TV Show: Survivor
Music Genre: Country
Sports Team: Houston Texans/
Houston Astros

Cameron Young
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Age:  20

Occupation: S t u d e n t / 
Operations Supervisor at 
Pirates Bay Waterpark 

Family: Parents: Amy and 
David Moser, Siblings: Taylor 
Morehead and Tanner Moser

Education: Graduated from 
Goose Creek Memorial in 2017, 
attended Lee College for 2 
years. Will finish my bachelor’s 
degree at The University of 
North Texas.

Community & Professional 
Achievements: Phi Theta 
Kappa Honor Society member, 
Ducks Unlimited Baytown 
Chapter committee member, 
Honorary Superhero award 
received from the City of 
Baytown for assisting during a 
cardiatric emergency, assisted in 
saving another mans life when 
he was punctured by a piece of 
a wheelchair and was in danger 
of bleeding out, received the 
Sophia Cordero Determination 
Award for the 2018 season, 

Quote to live by: 
Listen to understand, don’t 
listen to respond. 

Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader? Maybe 
someone who has been a 
mentor to you? Why and how 
did this person impact your 
life? 
My parents for sure, they both 
have incredible leadership 
qualities. I try to take what I 
like about both of them and 
implement it in my life. They 
have both always encouraged 
me to push myself. Without 

their encouragement and help I 
would not be anywhere close to 
where I am. 

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every leader 
should possess?
Motivation

What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it?
One summer, I did not get the 
promotion I had been hoping 
for. I overcame it by working 
extremely hard and did my best 
to be a leader in the position 
I was given. This taught me 
that while we do not always 
get what we want, we can still 
make the best of any situation. 

What are you known for?
My sense of humor.

When you walk into a room, 
do you prefer to be noticed or 
fly under the radar?
Noticed

What is your morning routine 
like?
Typically, get out of bed after 
about 15 minutes of being up. 
Let my dog out, make breakfast, 

get dressed, brush my hair and 
teeth, walk out the door. 

What slogan would you put 
on your own T-shirt? 
“You are important”

How old were you when you 
had your first paying job?
16, it was at a Subway 
restaurant. 

What motivates you to get out 
of bed in the morning?
Most of the time its my fear of 
being late to anything. 

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
My greatest accomplishment 
to me was how much growth I 
have had emotionally. I worked 
extremely hard on becoming 
more aware of how my words 
and actions might affect others. 
I cannot express how important 
this was in my personal and 
professional life. 

What inspires you?
My dad, he works extremely 
hard to provide for my family. 
His example is what drives me 
to succeed. 

What are your hobbies?
Hunting, and fishing 
Favorites: 

Book: Harry Potter series
Movie: Harry Potter again, 
sorry
TV Show: How I Met Your 
Mother
Music Genre: Country
Sports Team: Astros

Mathew Moser
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Elisa Nieto is 35. She 
is an owner/agent and 
entrepreneur, operating AEX 
Insurance on Park Street in 
Baytown.

She is a single mother to four 
beautiful children: Xavier 
(14), Arianny (11), Gianna 
(3) and Anelisa (1).

She graduated from Lee 
College with a degree in 
Business (2008) and earned 
her Personal Property and 
Life Agent License.

She is a member of ETI 
CHI of Lee College, active 
with Hillside Church 
(formerly Maranatha), a 10-
year chamber of commerce 
member, and a Keep 
Baytown Beautiful Board 
member.

Her quotes to live by are: “If 
God brings you it, He will 
see you through it.” and “It’s 
all about perspective.”

We asked her to name 
a person who has had a 

tremendous impact on her as 
a leader, someone who has 
been a mentor, and how this 
person impacted her life?
Elisa says, “Ruth Hasty, my 
7th grade teacher. She never 
stopped believing in me and 
she always reached out to me 
to bring me back to focus. 
She truly went above and 
beyond to show me love and 
support.”
Elisa believes every leader 
should have a thick skin. She 
says, “If you have a thick 
skin you can wade through 

anything, especially as you 
soar higher.”

A hardship Elisa had to 
face and overcome? She 
says, “What part of my life 
hasn’t been a hardship. LOL. 
Really, having to accept my 
past as my past and not let it 
define who I am and who I 
want to be and what I can or 
can’t accomplish.

Elisa says she is known for 
going above and beyond for 
her customers, and making 
movies.

We asked, “When you walk 
into a room, do you prefer to 
be noticed or fly under the 
radar?” She says, “Oh no, I 
want to be noticed if I’m out 
mingling for work, etc. But 
when out with my family, 
I would rather be under the 
radar.”

She says her morning routine 
starts with coffee. “It’s my 
life. Then prayer, delete 
emails, send kids off to 
school and go to work. Then 

have more coffee.”

Her t-shirt would say, “I beat 
the odds because they said I 
couldn’t.”

She was 11 when she had her 
first job cutting grass weekly. 
Then at 12, she served food 
in a little restaurant.

She says, “My kids are my 
motivation. Showing them 
that no matter what we can 
achieve so much. That and 
any bills that are due.

The accomplishment 
she considers her most 
significant: “Becoming a 
Christian and not being 
afraid to praise my God.”

What inspires Elisa? 
“Success. Being able to 
succeed at something that 
makes me want to do more to 
show youth and single moms 
they can.”

Her hobbies include reading, 
music, making videos and 
writing.

Her favorite book is the 
Bible.

Her favorite movie, 
“Message in a bottle.”

Favorite TV show: Golden 
Girls

She prefers Christian music.

And she loves the Houston 
Texans.

She says, “I am a very down 
to earth person who loves 
to help and really, I’m just 
simple with a good heart.”

Elisa Nieto
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Age:  22. 
Owner/manager:
Orsino Pizzaria in Baytown.

Family:  He is the second youngest 
of eight children: Ross, Cristina, 
Nicole, Ana Laura, Rebecca, Cruz 
and Gabrieele.

Education: Graduated from 
Sterling High School after playing 
football there, and has spent one and 
a half years studying at Lee College 
so far.

Quote to live by: “Courage isn’t 
having the strength to go on. It’s 
going on even when you don’t have 
the strength.”

We asked him to name a person 
who has had a tremendous impact 
on him as a leader, someone who 
has been a mentor, and how this 

person impacted his life?
Cruz says, “The leader would be my 
dad, Rosario Orsino, always showed 
me right from wrong. The mentor 
would be my mom, Gaby Orsino, 
who always gave me advice.”
Cruz believes every leader should 
understand his/her own strengths 

and weaknesses and exercise 
decisiveness.

He says a hardship he had to face 
was having no one to look up to and 
being by himself.

He is known for having the best 
pizza.

We asked, “When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to be noticed 
or fly under the radar?” He said, “I 
prefer to be respected.”

His morning routine includes 
breakfast, cario, daily preparation 
within himself.

If he had his own t-shirt is would 
say, “GOT PIZZA?”

He was 12 years old when he had 
his first job.

His motivation to get out of bed 
in the morning, he says is, “The 
sunlight I see when I first open my 
eyes, my life and everything on my 
plate.”

An accomplishment he considers 
the most significant in his life is 
building a pizzeria from the ground 
up. He says, “It’s the first thing my 
father and I ever did together, seven 
months of remodeling, just us two.”

What inspires Cruz Orsino? His 
fiancée and people who don’t 
understand age is just a number.

His hobbies include his two dogs, 
his fiancée, the gum and his friends.

His favorite food is spaghetti and 
meatballs; Favorite colors: red and 
black;

Favorite book: The Bible; 
Favorite movie: Scarface.
He likes lots of music and he is an 
Astros and Texans fan.

Cruz adds, “I’m half Italian! Also, 
I believe a healthy mindset will get 
you a long way.”

Cruz Orsino
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Raul Quintero
Age:  39

Occupation: 
Owner RQ’s Furniture 

Family: Married, 3 daughters ( 
11, 6, 4 )

Education: Certificate 
of Completion in Process 
Technology at Lee College

Quote to live by: If you fail to 
plan, you plan to fail!

Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader? This would 
have to be my Parents. Aurora and 
Guadalupe Quintero. They have 
always taught me the importance 
of Family, Responsibilities 
and Respect. I have been able 
to achieve many goals and 
dreams with their support and 
mentorship. 

What is one characteristic that 
you believe every leader should 

possess? Plan for the best, but be 
prepared for the worst

What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it? 4-23-08, My 1st 
daughter was born prematurely. 
She was at Texas Children’s 
Hospital for 52 days. This was 
a very scary time in our lives. 
We overcame this by sticking 
together, doing exactly what the 
doctors recommended us to do 

and never leaving her side. 

What are you known for? Being 
an initiator for friends & Family 
gatherings. Staying in touch 
with everyone. Staying neutral 
with any situation because there 
is always 2 sides of every story. 
Viewing things in a positive 
manner. Giving advice with 
reasonings to back it up . 

When you walk into a room, 
do you prefer to be noticed or 
fly under the radar? I enjoy 
being noticed, however I always 
acknowledge individuals for any 
achievements they may have 
made

What is your morning routine 
like? Running my plans through 
my head looking for any chances 
of a snag. Oh with plenty of 
coffee!

What slogan would you put on 
your own T-shirt? Real Eyes, 
Realize, Real Lies

How old were you when you 
had your first paying job? 13

What motivates you to get out 
of bed in the morning? My 
Wife, and my 3 daughters

Tell us about an accomplishment 
that you consider to be the most 
significant in your life. At 21 yrs 
old I began construction of my 
own home as a sub-contractor, 
that i still live in now. 

What inspires you? 
Challenges

What are your hobbies? Family, 
Fishing, Hunting

Movie: Any Denzel Washington 
movies
TV Show: Garage Rehab
Music Genre: Tejano
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Age:  27

Occupation: Engineer

Title: ExxonMobil Baytown 
Chemical Plant Lead Financial 
Analyst

Family: Elizabeth, my wife of 
<1 year who is an attorney in 
Houston. Also two dogs/puppies 
under the age of 2!

Education: Bachelor’s Degree 
in Chemical Engineering from 
Virginia Tech University

Community & Professional 
Achievements:
-Lead ExxonMobil’s Relay for 
Life campaign for the past 3 
years, coordinating between sub-
teams and the community to help 
raise +$300k for The American 
Cancer Society. ExxonMobil is 
the largest sponsor of the Bay 
Area RFL which is the 13th 
largest Relay in the nation.
-Managed multiple improvement 
projects across the area put on by 
ExxonMobil & United Way to 
community members as part of 
ExxonMobil’s and United Way’s 
Day of Caring. 
-Two time ExxonMobil shared 
vision Award winner, working 
on teams that have completed 
initiatives aligned with the 
company’s greater vision (energy 
efficiency and profitability).

Quote to live by: 
“Do your best.” My father use 
to tell me this every day. While 
it is simple, it holds a powerful 
meaning. It’s the way that I hold 
myself accountable in all aspects 
of my life.

Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader? Maybe 
someone who has been a 
mentor to you? Why and how 
did this person impact your 
life? 

My father has been the largest 
impact on my life as a leader. 
As I grew up watching him go 
through multiple leadership roles 
in and out of work, he always 
cared for his team. He never left 
anyone behind and had ta very 
strong moral compass to navigate 
his team to their objective on the 
best path even if it was not the 
easiest. It was never about his 
success but about the teams. 

What is one characteristic that 
you believe every leader should 
possess?
Awareness. Awareness of the 
external and internal factors 
that will try to influence 
your leadership in a negative 
way. Awareness of your own 
weaknesses and surrounding 
yourself with others who will 
guide and push you and your 
team to success. Awareness of 
your team members lives and 
trying to support them even 
outside of what is the scope 
of your work. Awareness is a 
powerful attribute.

What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it?
When I was in grade school, 
my parents got a divorce. Not 
only was the initial separation 
difficult but overtime new family 

comes in as well as household 
environments and expectations 
grow apart. I learned to succeed 
in the different environments 
by quickly adapting, managing 
expectations and filtering 
messages to ensure productive 
conversations without opening 
old wounds. These skills have 
translated into my job and 
success today. While challenges 
come to us in all shapes and 
sizes, we must find ways to learn 
and come out of them better than 
how we went in.  

What are you known for?
Understanding how decisions 
can impact or be perceived by 
others.

When you walk into a room, do 
you prefer to be noticed or fly 
under the radar? 
Fly under the radar. Listening can 
be more powerful than talking.

What is your morning routine 
like? 
I typically wake up between 
4AM – 5:30AM. It’s not always 
easy to wake up when your 
alarm goes off. I try to think 
“feet on the floor” to 
get myself up and 
the blood flowing. 
I’ll put music on and 
think about all of the 
positive things going 
on in my life to help 
motivate me for the 
day. I always eat a 
big breakfast to get 
me off on the right 
foot before I am out 
the door.

What slogan would 
you put on your own 
T-shirt? 
Be better today than 
you were yesterday

How old were you 
when you had your 
first paying job? 

13 or 14 I believe. I started 
mowing lawns and working on a 
family farm. 

What motivates you to get out 
of bed in the morning?
My family. I am still driven to 
make my parents proud, impress 
my wife and hopefully provide 
more for my children than what 
I had. 

Tell us about an accomplishment 
that you consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
Being nominated for the 
Baytown Sun 20 under 40. 
What makes this such a proud 
accomplishment is not the award 
itself but everything behind it. On 
an individual note, I am proud to 
have placed myself in a position 
to work for such great employer 
in ExxonMobil. Next, I am proud 
of the community I work in and 
the amazing support they have 
for The American Cancer Society 
through their support in Relay for 
Life. Lastly, I am proud of my 
co-workers and team members 
who have inspired me by 
helping put together and execute 
amazing campaign after amazing 

campaign for the local Relay for 
Life. The result is an incredible 
amount of money raised for 
cancer research and treatment. 
Being able to sum all that up 
into a single award is easily an 
accomplishment that I consider 
to be the most significant to me.
 
What inspires you?
Stories of people facing real life 
challenges, like disease, poverty 
or violence, and being able to 
fight back to come out stronger 
than they went in. Those are the 
individuals and leaders who are 
truly super-human.

What are your hobbies? 
Sports (lacrosse, biking, CrossFit, 
football), spending time outside 
with my family, eating tacos, 
reading when I get time

Favorites: 
Book: Angels and Demons 
(John Brown) or nearly any John 
Grisham Book
Movie: Remember the Titans
TV Show: 60 Minutes
Music Genre: Alt Rock
Sports Team: Baltimore Ravens

Karl Rice
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Age:  39

Occupation: Education
Title: High School Social 
Studies Instructor

Family:  Mother – Sarvannah 
Joyce Wilson (deceased), Father 
– Cecil Wilson.

Education: Sterling H.S., Lee 
College, University of Houston – 
Downtown (B.A. in History)

Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
United Way of Greater Houston 
Outstanding Achievement 2012-
2015; Galena Park High School 
Teacher of the Year 2014; 
Christian Student Union Sponsor 
2015-2017; Chick-fil-A Leader 
Academy Sponsor 2016-2018; 
Student Choice Awards Award 
Winner 2018; Ross Sterling High 
School Teacher of the Year 
 2019.

Quote to live by:  LIVE life; 
don’t simply let it happen to you.

Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader? Maybe 

someone who has been a mentor 
to you? Why and how did this 
person impact your life? 
My mother, Sarvannah Joyce 
Wilson, has impacted me the 
most, as a leader. She always 
worked tirelessly to ensure that 
others were considered and cared 
for. My mom believed that there 
is no “them and they” only “us 
and we.” She taught me to do all 
things with a spirit of excellence 
and “…as unto the Lord.” She 
helped me to truly understand 
that Love is an action verb.

What is one characteristic that 
you believe every leader should 
possess? 
Empathy. The ability to 
understand and relate to others 
also facilitates the building of a 
strong relationship.

What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it? 
Growing up, we struggled with 
situational poverty. Often, I had 
to move, which resulted in me 
changing schools nine times. 
However, my family raised me 
on a solid foundation. I was 
taught quite early that education 
was the best way to alter my 
financial situation and ultimately 
the trajectory of my life. With 
support from family, I was able 
to overcome situational poverty, 
and I am thankful frequent 
transition helped to develop my 
interpersonal skills.

What are you known for?   My 
sense of humor.

When you walk into a room, do 
you prefer to be noticed or fly 
under the radar? 
I’d prefer to fly under the radar, 

but life has worked itself out 
in such a way that I am usually 
noticed.

What is your morning routine 
like? 
I wake, read several Bible 
scriptures, pray and meditate, 
read at least one CNN World 
News article, watch at least 30 
mins of local broadcast news, 
then I pump the music and dance 
my way through my home, 
preparing for the challenges of a 
brand-new day!

What slogan would you put on 
your own T-shirt? 
One More Chance…

How old were you when you 
had your first paying job?   14

What motivates you to get out 
of bed in the morning? 
Knowing that God has given me 
yet another opportunity to do 
well and live well.

Tell us about an accomplishment 
that you consider to be the most 
significant in your life. 
Being able to attend my first 
graduation ceremony as a 

teacher. Knowing that you were 
involved, even in the smallest 
of measures, in the success of 
another, validates all the effort 
I put into becoming and being a 
good teacher.

What inspires you? 
Music and stories centered 
around overcoming trials.

What are your hobbies? 
Singing, traveling, trivia and 
board games, seeking out 
festivals

Favorites: 
Book:  Cry, the Beloved Country
Movie:  Imitations of Life
TV Show:  Project Runway 
(don’t judge me)
Music Genre:  Christian and 
Jazz
Sports Team:  New England 
Patriots

Any other information you 
would like us to know? 
I count it an honor to be 
considered for this recognition, 
and I am blessed to have grown 
up in Baytown!

Francis “Janoy” Roberson
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Age: 39
Birthdate: 09/15/1979
Occupation:  
Furniture Sales

Title: Owner
A-Warehouse Furniture

Family: Wife, Gladys Vela; 
Son, Isaiah Vela

Education: Graduated from 
Lamar University in 2003

Community & Professional 
Achievements: None as of 
yet…..maybe that will change 
soon. 

Quote to live by: I can do all 
things ...

Can you name a person 
who has had a tremendous 
impact on you as a leader? 
My Uncle Ernesto has taught 
me how to run a furniture 
business and showed me great 

customer service 
which is the most 
important aspect 
of a business….. 
build relationships 
with the people that 
walk in your door!

What is one 
characteristic 
that you believe 
every leader 
should possess? 
Humbleness

What was a 
hardship that you 
had to face, and 
how did you overcome it? 

What are you known for? I’m 
know for making some “melt 
your face off salsa!”

When you walk into a room, 
do you prefer to be noticed 
or fly under the radar? When 
I walk in to a room I want 
everybody else to feel noticed, 
so I greet everyone by shaking 

hands or hugging like 
my momma taught me.

What is your 
morning routine like? 
It all depends on the 
day but I love it when 
I get to make breakfast 
for my son and watch 
videos with him in the 
morning while I pack 
his lunch….then I get 
him dressed and ready 
for school. Then I hit 
the gym, workout, and 
then I go to work.

What slogan would 
you put on your 
t-shirt? “Fearfully and 
Wonderfully Made”

How old were you 
when you had your 
first paying job? I 
worked at Randalls 
sacking groceries on 

Rayford Sawdust road when I 
was 16.

What motivates you to get 
out of bed in the morning? 
What doesn’t motivate me to 
get out of bed in the morning?

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life. Being 
a Father and Husband is the 
greatest accomplishment by 
far!

What inspires you? My wife 
and my son

What are your hobbies? I like 
to cook, play with my son Izzy, 
and basically just spend time 
with my beautiful wife and son 
Isaiah. 

Favorites:
Book: The old man in the sea
Movie: Braveheart
TV Show: Saved by the bell
Music Genre: 80’s pop
Sports Team: Astros of course

Richard Vela
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Age:  38
Occupation:  Nurse
Title: Clinical Project Manager 
II at Houston Methodist Baytown 
Hospital
Family: Spouse: Guillermo Vera, 
Son: Jason Hillhouse Jr., Mom: 
Sandra Flener, Brother: Joe 
Arguijo, Furbabies: Koda, Reny, 
Bob, Mama Cat, and Annie
Education: Currently enrolled 
in the Doctorate of Nursing 
program at UT Houston Health 
Science Center Cizik School of 
Nursing, received MBA from 
Texas Woman’s University, BSN 
from UT Houston Health Science 
Center Cizik School of Nursing, 
and an Associates in Nursing 
from Lee College

Community & Professional 
Achievements: I volunteer 
to raise money for spay and 
neutering animals with a 501c3 
non-profit, Jimisu and her 
Beauties. I am on the board for 
another 501c3 non-profit, the 
Baytown Council of Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation. 
Also, I am on the board for a third 
501c3 non-profit, the Houston 
Rucking Club.
I was the first place recipient for 
the Thomas F. Burks Scholarship 
for Academic Merit in Spring 
of 2019, the Cizik School of 
Nursing PARTNERS Scholarship 
in Fall of 2018.
While working at Houston 
Methodist Baytown Hospital, 
in 2017 I received the Bronze 
Good Samaritan Nursing Award 
and the Harvey Hero Award from 
the Texas Nurses Association. 
In 2018, I received the System 
Quality and Safety Peer Award 
for being a Hand Hygiene 
Champion and also won the 
Houston Methodist Healthy 
Directions Hero Award.

Quote to live by: “Hardship 
may dishearten at first, but every 
hardship passes away. All despair 
is followed by hope; all darkness 
is followed by sunshine.” 
-Rumi

Can you name a person who has 
had a tremendous impact on 
you as a leader? I have worked 
with many great leaders and some 
still on their journey to greatness. 
Becky Chalupa, the current CNO 
at Houston Methodist Baytown 
has a great impact on me as 
a leader. She and I have very 
different personality traits and 
always work well together. She 
constantly displays compassion 
in her actions. Shortly after I was 
hired at Houston Methodist, my 
grandmother became ill and I 
was concerned that I would not 
be able to leave a new job and 
see her before she passed away. 
Becky is very approachable so I 
discussed my concern with her, 
she quickly assured me that I 
could go and should go to see my 
grandmother. She probably isn’t 
aware how important her words 
were to me that day. I knew I 
was privileged to work for a 
compassionate human, not just a 
great leader. 

What is one characteristic that 
you believe every leader should 
possess?
Adaptability, it seems as though 
everything is changing constantly. 
A leader needs to adapt quickly to 
people and situations. 

What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it? Many moments in 
your life are considered hard as 
you face them. Looking back at 
all the hardships I had to face, I 
am grateful for the experience I 
gained and the person I became 
as a result. I no longer think of 
those experiences as hardships. 

What are you known for? 
Being health conscious. I am 
a vegetarian, nurse, part-time 
crossfit coach at Bayway Crossfit, 
and active member of the Houston 
Rucking Club. Most of my free 
time is spent with physical fitness 
whether it’s for fun or training for 
runs or endurance events. 

When you walk into a room, do 
you prefer to be noticed or fly 
under the radar? It depends on 
the room. At school, I like to fly 
under the radar. Everywhere else, 
it is probably mood dependent. 

What is your morning routine 
like? My husband and I like to 
get up and go for a 2 mile run, 
if I am not coaching the morning 
classes at crossfit. Then shower, 
get ready for work and eat the 
same meal every day that luckily 
is prepared by my husband. 
Oatmeal with protein powder and 
blueberries. 

What slogan would you put 
on your own T-shirt? I’m into 
fitness, fitness this cookie into 
my mouth. (I do have a bit of a 
sweet tooth)

How old were you when you 
had your first paying job? 16. 
I went for my first job interview 
during a job fair when I was 15 
and was offered a job to start 
after my 16th birthday.
What motivates you to get out 
of bed in the morning? I enjoy 
the little moments. Recently I 
ran a half marathon with my best 
friend and we chose a pace of run 
3 minutes, walk 1 minute. We 
agreed that life is made of those 
1 minute walks. The time you 
take to slow down and enjoy the 
experience of whatever life offers 
in the moment. 
Tell us about an accomplishment 
that you consider to be the 
most significant in your 
life. Completing the Houston 
Marathon this year. I am not 
a runner, or maybe I am now 
but never considered myself a 
runner. My fitness journey was 
long a difficult. As a child I had 
severe asthma and was frequently 
hospitalized. My pediatrician 
did not allow 
me to attend 
PE until I was 
in high school. 
After I had my 
son, I weighed 
220 pounds and 
worked hard 
to lose weight. 
When I started 
crossfit over 5 
years ago, I was 
uncoordinated to 
say the least. 
Running a 
marathon is 
something I 
would have 
never even 
dreamed for 
myself.

What inspires 
you? 
My son inspires 

me daily. The challenges teenagers 
face today are so different from 
previous generations. I can 
honestly say my son is a great 
kid with a positive attitude and 
is very respectful. I live everyday 
hoping to make him as proud of 
me, as I am of him. He truly is 
a good person with such a kind 
heart. 
What are your hobbies? 
Crossfit, running, photography, 
rucking, ski/snowboard, rock 
climbing, shooting skeet, biking, 
and I am honored to be a Bass 
Fishing Boat Captain for my 
son’s fishing tournaments 
Favorites: 
Book: Currently I only read 
journal articles and nursing books 
for school
Movie: The Wizard of Oz
TV Show: I actually don’t turn 
on the TV, I don’t even know 
what shows are on anymore.
Music Genre: Motown from the 
1960s
Sports Team: Astros

Jennifer Hillhouse Vera
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Age:  27
Birthdate:  0720/91
Occupation:  MD4U Training 
Center
Title:  Instructor
Family:  Husband- Alinton 
Brereton, Son- Zyon Brereton
Education:  Lee College; San 
Jacinto College; Kennesaw 
State University
Quote:  Live every moment like 
it’s your last.
Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader?  
My brother, Ke’Erron Sims. 
I’ve seen my brother doubted 
so many times. Through it all 
he remained persistent and 
confident. What I admire most is 
that he doesn’t care if you could 
see his vision at the moment 
because sometimes it can be 

overwhelming to believe at the 
moment. No matter what his 
visions always manifest. His 
impact on me is to believe that 
even when they doubt, it’s only 
because some eyes can only go 

as far as they can see. Be their 
eyes.

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every leader 
should possess?
Confidence not Arrogance.

What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it?
Postpartum depression. I 
overcame it by worshiping at 
church every Sunday. Every 
Sunday a chain broke for me. 
It took me a year, but I can 

honestly say that i embraced 
every moment of it. I didn’t 
substitute or try to numb my 
emotions, I faced them.

What are you known for?
I’m known for being there for 
others. Being their laughter, their 
way out, a reminder that their is 
a light in darkness.

When you walk into a room, 
do you prefer to be noticed or 
fly under the radar?
Fly under the radar. I don’t think 
its a bad thing to have a balance 
of both. I am still sharpening that 
area. Haha

What is your morning routine 
like?
Put my 2yr old on the potty 
haha. Think of ways to be proud 
of myself by the end of the day, 
and then execute.

What slogan would you put on 
your own T-shirt?
Dream with your eyes wide 
open.
How old were you when you 
had your first paying job. 
I worked at Old Navy and I was 
15 yrs.old.
What motivates you to get out 
of bed in the morning?
The idea that one day my dreams 
will come true.

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider  to be the most 
significant in your life.
Amercian Idol Season 14
What inspires you?
Blowing my own mind. 
What are your hobbies?
Gym and Dancing.

Shanead Sims

MD4U Training Center
1301 Memorial Dr., Suite B

Baytown, TX, 77520
Phone: 832-695-2555   |   Fax: 832-695-2513

Email: contact@md4u.org

Congratulations 
Shanead for 

being selected
to the 2019

20 under 40!
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Age: 28
Occupation: Recording Artist/
Worship Leader
Title: Artist
Family: single!
Education: Sterling High School, 
Lee College, UT-RGV
 
Quote to live by: Keep the main 
thing, the main thing. - Anon
 
Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader? My mother. 
I’ve seen her overcome the worst 
of times, repeatedly for years. 
I’ve seen her remain steadfast in 
who she is and pull out the best 
in people. I’ve seen her lay down 
her life for the cause of someone 
else getting a better life. She’s 
impacted me by her example & 
her consistency. I don’t think I’d 
be who I am today if it weren’t for 
her leadership & her values. 

What is one characteristic that 
you believe every leader should 
possess?

Compassion. I think without that, 
we struggle to see people for who 
they are & will lack the grace it 
takes to love someone into who 
they were destined to be. 
 
What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it?
Two years ago I was diagnosed 
with Ulcerative Colitis. It changed 

my life forever. The way I do life, 
eat, perform, travel, and interact 
w/people. I’ve had countless 
hospital visits and stays and quite 
a few scares. 

I think through it all, I’ve learned 
a lot about God, myself and 
people. I’ve learned to be more 
intentional because tomorrow 
isn’t promised & to use my 
time today to impact someone’s 
tomorrow. 

I’ve learned that God is faithful 
through any storm in our lives 
& sometimes I takes a storm to 
realize that. I’m grateful. 

What are you known for?
I’m known for being generous, 
valuing quality time, listening and 
having a good time. 
 
When you walk into a room, 
do you prefer 
to be noticed 
or fly under the 
radar?
I think both! I 
have my days. 
Haha - I like 
flying under the 
radar when It’s 
a room full of 
strangers, just to 
feel it out... but 
once I have, I 
enjoy lighting it 
up with laughter 
& fun!
 
What is your 
morning 
routine like?
Prayer, check 
schedule, coffee, 
execute schedule
 
What slogan 
would you put 
on your own 
T-shirt?
Better with you.
I think we’re 
better together!

 How old were you when you 
had your first paying job?

My first job was at Taco Bell and I 
was 15 years old. 
 
What motivates you to get out of 
bed in the morning?
Making a difference. I really want 
to make a difference through my 
music, personality and my all 
around way of living. 
 
Tell us about an accomplishment 
that you consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
I’ve gotten the opportunity to 
learn Spanish and translate my 
English. I think being able to 
share my story with other nations 
alongside this one has really been 
a significant highlight for me.
 

What inspires you?
Helping people. If I can help 
someone with my journey & what 
I’ve walked through, I think my 
world would continue to spin. :-)
 What are your hobbies?
I love basketball, shopping, 
movies and music!
 
Favorites: Fogo De Chao
Movie: Avengers
TV Show: Game of Thrones
Music Genre: Pop & gospel
Sports Team: Houston Rockets
 
Any other information you 
would like us to know?
My team and I will be recording 
our new album entitled “Better 
with you” live at the Heights 
Theater on June 30th!
Tickets are available on my 
website
Keerronmusic.com

Ke’Erron Sims

MD4U Training Center
1301 Memorial Dr., Suite B

Baytown, TX, 77520
Phone: 832-695-2555   |   Fax: 832-695-2513

Email: contact@md4u.org

Congratulations 
KeErron for 

being selected
to the 2019

20 under 40!
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Age:  30

Occupation: Health and 
Environment Community 
Advocate

Family: Kelvin and Kimone 
Singleton (parents)

Education: B.S. Human 
Development from UT Austin

Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
I served as the Public Relations 
and Marketing Co-Chair on the 
Executive Leadership Team of 
Houston Area Urban League 
Young Professionals in 2016 to 
2017. I also started volunteering 
with the San Jacinto River 
Coalition in 2016 which led to 
my current position with THEA.  

Quote to live by: “The best 
way to find yourself is to lose 
yourself in the service of others.” 
- Mahatma Gandhi

Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader? Maybe 
someone who has been a mentor 
to you? Why and how did this 
person impact your life? 
My parents have definitely had 
a hand in making me the woman 
I am today.  Their continued 
encouragement  and confidence 
in me has made a difference in 
my life. Their support keeps me 
grounded and comfortable with 
everything that life throws my 
way.

Ms. Jackie Young serves as 
my mentor and she has greatly 
impacted my life.  I met her by 
volunteering and helping her with 
the San Jacinto River Coalition, 
but the she ended up helping me 
find my passion and jumpstart a 
powerful career change. She saw 
skills and strengths in me that I 
may have looked over because 
it comes to me naturally.  Jackie 
was able to see me as a leader 
with potential to do good work, 
and she chose to invest in me 
to develop my skills under her 

leadership in order to help me 
grow into a young leader. It’s a 
wonderful feeling to know that 
we can come together and work 
on a cause that affects us all. 
I am so extremely grateful of 
her taking a chance on me and 
cultivating me into an effective 
community leader.

What is one characteristic that 
you believe every leader should 
possess?
Every leader should be 
comfortable with delegation 
and empowerment. While 
many leaders know how to do 
everything in the beginning, 
once you start to grow your team, 
it’s important to be okay with 
delegating tasks. It makes your 
subordinates feel like you trust 
them to complete these tasks 
correctly, and it empowers them 
to know that that trust is there.

What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it?
After graduating college in 2011, 
I had a hard time finding work.  
I felt like I was always on track 
and worked hard to get to that 
point, but I had somehow failed 
at something.  I was discouraged 
and didn’t know what to do 
so I made myself find ways 
to help others in order to cope 
with this difficult time in my 
life.  I volunteered weekly at the 
Houston Food Bank, and created 
a blog to highlight my friends 

and family online. Making others 
feel empowered is what kept me 
going at that time in my life. I 
kept finding ways to give back to 
the community and eventually it 
landed me to where I am now.

What are you known for?
I am known for being dedicated 
to community service and giving 
back. 

When you walk into a room, do 
you prefer to be noticed or fly 
under the radar?
I’m somewhat introverted so I fly 
under the radar.  I scope out who I 
need to talk to and network with.  
I’m quiet, but I’m definitely not 
shy.

What is your morning routine 
like?
My morning routine consists of 
getting up and preparing for the 
day ahead. I like that every day is 
different for my schedule. I start 
my day thanking God for another 
day, reading a short meditation or 

scripture to stand on for the day,  
and then racing to a cup of coffee.

What slogan would you put on 
your own T-shirt? 
“Girl, you got this!”

How old were you when you 
had your first paying job?
I was 18 years old and I got a job 
at Kohl’s retail store in Baytown.

What motivates you to get out 
of bed in the morning?
I know that my work directly 
impacts the lives and wellbeing 
of our community so it’s easy 
for me to be motivated to get up 
and continue the work I do. I am 
grateful to work in my purpose.

Tell us about an accomplishment 
that you consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
Landing an amazing new role a 
few months before I turned 30 
was pretty significant to me.

What inspires you?
I am inspired by people who 
take it upon themselves to solve 
complex problems and not turn 
away for someone else to tackle 
the problems because it’s too 
difficult.

What are your hobbies?
I love checking out different 
coffee shops around town. Coffee 
or tea are my comfort drinks.  I 
was in orchestra student in 
GCCISD, and I continue to try to 
support the performing arts in the 
Houston area.

Favorites: 
Book: I like books by Emily 
Giffin and JK Rowling
Music Genre: Pop, Rock, R&B, 
Country
Sports Team:  Houston Rockets

Any other information you would 
like us to know?
This recognition by my 
hometown newspaper is truly an 
honor and I am really grateful!

Kristine Marie Singleton
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1418 N. Hwy 146 | 281-420-7665
www.cryerpools.com

Congratulations
Bethany Aguayo

for being 
selected

for 20 under 40!
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Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital

Congratulates

for being nominated in the 2019 Baytown Sun

“20 UNDER 40”

Jennifer Hillhouse Vera 
Clinical Project Manager

Kiska Boyd 
Director of Pharmacy


