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The Baytown Sun is excited to honor 26 
of our area’s rising leaders for their business 
success and community impact.

They are your neighbors, co-workers and 
friends. The 2021 class of The Baytown 
Sun’s “26 under 40” is a diverse group, each 
with their own strengths and personalities.

The honorees come from different fields 
and backgrounds, but they have one thing 
in common, their impact and dedication to 
the community. Each honoree has a story of 
professional achievement and a commitment 
to making our community a better place. We 
are proud to award them with this honor.
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CITY OF BAYTOWN 
 

 
Together We Enrich Lives and Build Community 

www.baytown.org  

2401 Market Street � P.O. Box 424 
Baytown, Texas 77522-0424 

(281) 420-6550 � (281) 420-7176 Fax 
 

BRANDON CAPETILLO, MAYOR 

 
 
 
May 13, 2021 
 
 
Re:  26 Under 40 Letter Of Congratulations 
 
On behalf of the residents of Baytown, let me take this opportunity to 
congratulate you on your nomination to the Baytown Sun’s 26 Under 40 list! 
 
This very prestigious list includes the best of the best in Baytown and is 
indicative of our bright future. Your inclusion on this list indicates both your 
high level of professionalism in your industry, as well as your commitment to 
service in our community. You are to be commended for your hard work and 
commitment to our City, and I am thankful that we have so many young 
professionals able to work towards a better tomorrow. 
 
I look forward to seeing more of your contributions in making a better 
Baytown, both today and for many years to come. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Brandon Capetillo 
Mayor 

City Council 
 
Laura Alvarado 
District 1 
 
Chris Presley 
District 2 
 
Charles Johnson 
District 3 
 
Heather Betancourth 
District 4 
 
Jacob Powell 
District 5 
 
Mike Lester 
District 6 
 
City Manager 
Rick L. Davis 
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Veterinarian, Owner, Baytown 
Animal Hospital

Wife Isabel, Son Andrew 13, 
and Daughter Alyssa 12

Education: Undergraduate 
degree and Veterinary School: 
Texas A&M University Class 
2012 and 2017 respectively. 

Community & Professional 
Achievements:  
Recipient of the Aggie 
Spirit Award

Quote to live by: 
“If you want to lift yourself 
up, lift up someone else.”

-Booker T. Washington 

Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact on 
you as a leader? 
Dr. Larry Christensen was a 
very influential person in my 
life. I first met Dr. Christensen 
when I was 16 years old. 

Like most students I wanted 
to be a veterinarian, but didn’t 
really know where to start. He 
took me under his wing and 
taught me to be a veterinary 
technician. All the while also 
telling me stories about his time 
at A&M and really mentoring 
me through the process of 
getting into veterinary school. 
I would not be in the position I 
am today without him. 

What is one characteristic that 
you believe every leader should 
possess?
Humility is one of the most 

important characteristics of 
a leader. A leader without 
humility is a dictator and while 
a dictator can exist for a short 
period of time. A dictator can 
not be successful and lead a 
high functioning team. If you 
can’t humble yourself in order 
to understand the struggles that 
your team is having you cannot 
help them reach their goals. It’s 
important to talk to and treat 
your team with respect at all 
times. 

What was a hardship that you 
had to face, and how did you 
overcome it?
During college I had a family 
to support. I had a wife and two 
small children. I would work 
multiple jobs to support them 
all the while ensuring that I 
kept good grades in order to be 
accepted into veterinary school. 
The hardships were so many 
that a professor that knew me 
and my struggles nominated 

me for the Aggie Spirit Award, 
awarded to a student in effort to 
recognize outstanding courage 
and determination in the face of 
adversity while attending Texas 
A&M University. I would go 
on to win the award and be 
recognized in front of the entire 
faculty senate committee at 
Texas A&M.   We definitely 
had many hardships but no 
matter how hard the hardship it 
is important to remember to not 
focus on the hardship, instead 
redirect that energy toward 
achieving the final goal. 

What are you known for?
Passion for veterinary 
medicine and the wellbeing of 
my patients

When you walk into a room, 
do you prefer to be noticed or 
fly under the radar?
Somewhere in between closer 
to being noticed

What is your morning routine ?
Wake up, drink coffee and then 
start my day. 

What slogan would you put on 
your own T-shirt? 
Being a veterinarian is easy. It’s 
like riding a bike, except the 
bike is on fire. You’re on fire. 
Everything is on fire.

How old were you when you 
had your first paying job? 10 
years old mowing lawns

What motivates you to get out 
of bed in the morning?
Getting to working in a 
profession that is as gratifying 
as veterinary medicine really 
helps get me out of bed.
 
Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
Starting out as a kennel 
technician at Baytown Animal 
Hospital and now the Owner 
and Veterinarian of the same 
hospital I believe it is my 
greatest accomplishment. 

I’m a first generation Mexican-
American. This proves the 
American dream is still alive. 

What inspires you?
Everyone I meet, my family, 
my employees, and my clients 
and their pets all inspire me to 
be better, stronger, smarter. I 
believe that by bettering myself 
I can better their lives. 

What are your hobbies?
Fishing, hiking, and camping

Favorites: 
Book: All Creatures Great and 
Small, James Herriot 
Movie: Old Yeller
TV Show: Yellowstone
Music Genre: Any
Sports Team: Texas Aggies

Any other information you 
would like us to know?
I’ve been very blessed to 
be welcomed back into the 
community. To serve the people 
and animals of Baytown has 
been a great honor. I look 
forward to many years of 
service to this community. 

The staff of Baytown Animal Hospital congratulates 

Francisco Alvarez DVM
as a Class of 2021

26 under 40 award recipient!

BAYTOWN 
ANIMAL 

HOSPITAL
4601 Decker Drive, Baytown, Texas 77521

281-424-5575
We work by appointments.

Monday through Wednesday and Fridays 
7:30 - 10:30 a.m. then 2 - 4:30 p.m.

Saturdays 7:30 - 10 a.m.
Closed Thursdays and Sundays

bah@baytownanimalhospital.com Vet Tech Catherine Montoya, Ralphy (the patient) and Francisco Alvarez, DVM.

Francisco Alvarez DVM
The Baytown Sun
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Occupation: 
Nurse Practitioner and  
Manager
Houston Methodist 
Baytown Hospital

Family: Mother and father 
both recently retired and 
living in South Carolina. 
Mother was a nurse and 
father an engineer.
 
Education: BSN at 
University of South 
Carolina
MSN at University of 
South Carolina

Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
1. Houston Methodist 
Baytown Leadership 
and Collaboration Award 
2019
2. Houston Methodist 
System Quality and 
Safety Award 2019 
(Nurse Practitioner Team)

Quote to live by: 
“Do not go where the 
path may lead, go instead 
where there is no path and 
leave a trail.”

- Ralph Waldo Emerson

Can you name a 
person who has had a 
tremendous impact on 
you as a leader?  
Honestly my father had 
a tremendous impact on 
me as a leader. Many 
others have helped and 
mentored, but my father 
stands above the rest. He 
was able to deftly manage 
a full-time job, full time 
father and husband, and 
full-time student for his 
MBA when I was only 6. 
I remember times 
throughout his career 
when I would talk to 
him about his Dale 

Carnegie management 
training a little later in 
life. He seemed to always 
have the respect and 
admiration of those who 
worked for him. They 
knew not only could he 
lead from the front, but 
he was a mentor to those 
under him and would 
never ask them to do 
something that he could 
not. He was constantly 
learning, and I feel 
still is in his retirement 
although landscaping 
is a new path for him. 
Both of my parents have 
always been there for me, 
but my father’s conflict 
resolution and even the 
way he managed when I 
fell short of expectations 
was exactly what I strive 
for. As much as we all 
worry about becoming 
our parents when we 
grow up, I can only hope 
that I have in some way 
emulated my father. It’s 
somewhat strange to be in 
my thirties and answering 
a question the way I feel 
a high schooler would.  
However, it becomes 
more apparent every 
day how much I have 
learned and hopefully 
still must learn from my 
father. While I have had 

many mentors along 
the way both clinically 
and in management, my 
father stands out from the 
distinguished group. 

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every 
leader should possess?
My father once told me 
once when he took me to 
work with him at a very 
young age: “A leader’s 
job is quite simply to give 
those who work for them 
the resources they need to 
succeed and support them 
in success and failure.” 
That quote has stayed 
with me until this day and 
most of my staff have 
heard it from me at one 
time or another. 

What was a hardship that 
you had to face, and how 
did you overcome it?

Trying to maintain 
support and a positive 
attitude to support my 
team during the COVID 
pandemic. 

What are you known for?
My ability to pitch in and 
remain calm in a stressful 
situation. 

When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to be 
noticed or fly under the 
radar? Fly under the radar.

What is your morning 
routine?
It depends. Typically 
drive home plus or minus 
breakfast then snuggle up 
on the bed or couch with 
my cat.  If I’m working 
days, then typically wake 
up just in time to run out 
of bed and get ready to 
get to work on time. 

What slogan would you 
put on your own T-shirt? 
Not all who wander are 
lost.

How old were you 
when you had your first 
paying job? I started 
watching neighborhood 
children when I was 12. 
I had a summer research 
internship tracking snakes 
when I was 16. I started 
working in EMS/Fire and 
in a steel mill at the age 
of 18. 

What motivates you 
to get out of bed in the 
morning?
Wanting to make my 
family proud as well as 
wanting to lead my team 
to success. 

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
Getting my Full Cave 
Diver certification. 

It was something I 
wanted to do since I was 
12, but finally completed 
about a year ago. 
It takes a significant 
amount of training 
and skill. 

What inspires you?
The outdoors, anywhere 
that I can get out and just 
enjoy nature. 

What are your hobbies?
SCUBA diving
Caving
Canyoneering
Hiking

Favorites: 
Book: The Giver
Movie: Inception
TV Show: 
The Big Bang Theory
Music Genre: 
Alternative Rock
Sports Team: 
University of South 
Carolina Gamecocks

Michael Blew, N.P.
The Baytown Sun
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Educational Leader in 
Goose Creek CISD 
CTE STEM Specialist

Family:
• Husband 
   - Dr. John Caldwell, 
• Son - Jackson Caldwell

Education: 
• Bachelor of Science in 
Agriculture Education 
from Sam Houston State 
University, 
• Master’s in education 
from Lamar University.

Quote to live by: 
“Do not go where the path 
may lead, go instead where 
there is no path and leave a 
trail.” 

– Ralph Waldo Emerson

Can you name a person 
who has had a tremendous 
impact on you as a leader? 
There have been several 
different people who have 
impacted me as a leader, 
but the most impactful 
is Mr. Bob Thompson. 
He was the Principal at 
Wunsche Career Academy 
in Spring ISD and he was 

the one to encourage me to 
move into administration. 
He saw potential in me and 
worked with me to polish 
those skills and turn me into 
an effective campus and 
district leader. He allowed 
me to fail and then helped 
me back up and would 
discuss what happened 
and what I can learn from 
it. He was an empathetic 
and exuberant leader that 
influenced many. 

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every 
leader should possess?
I believe ever leader should 
posses empathy. Just like 
a teacher in a classroom 

of students, your team 
needs to feel like it is a safe 
environment before you 
see the productivity and 
growth. 

What was a hardship that 
you had to face, and how 
did you overcome it?
My greatest hardship 
that I had to overcome 
was the struggle to create 
a family. We tried for 
awhile and eventually 
had to go to a specialist 
and we are so thankful 
for the advancements in 
medicine that we were 
able to conceive our child 
with minimal procedures. 
This time in our lives 
exhausted us emotionally, 
but with the love and 
support from our families 
and the understanding 
and compassion from my 
supervisor we were able to 
get through it. 

What are you known for?
I am known for being a 
go getter. I always meet a 
challenge head on and I do 
not hesitate to ask questions 
if I don’t know the answer. 
Generally, people gravitate 
toward me because I have 
high expectations for my 
quality of work and will 
always complete the task at 
hand. 

When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to be 
noticed or fly under the 
radar?
Noticed! I am a true 
collaborator at heart and 
will always be seeking 
out new connections and 
partnerships. 

What is your morning 
routine like?
Organized Chaos!!! 
With a ten-month-old, 
my husband and I 
each have our morning 
responsibilities, but they are 
never accomplished in the 
same order or manner for 
that matter. We do try and 
prepare as much as we can 
the night before. 

What slogan would you put 
on your own T-shirt? 
“You’re Muted!” I love this 
slogan for many reasons! 
One, it is a hilarious reality 
of our current professional 
situation and two, it is a 
reminder to speak your 
mind and share your 
thoughts, so your voice is 
heard!

How old were you when 
you had your first paying 
job?
I was 16 years old, if we 
are not counting helping 
my Maw Maw make 
homemade pies in the 
summer for a dollar a pie. 
I worked in the mail room 
for a tax attorney’s office, 
where I eventually became 
an assistant to the legal 
team. 

What motivates you to get 
out of bed in the morning?
The reality that every day 
is a new day and a new 
opportunity for change and 
growth! In my position, 
I have the ability to 
positively impact students, 
teachers, leadership and the 
community. Who would 
not want to wake up and be 
a part of that?

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
From a personal standpoint, 
it was the building of my 
family through the birth 
of my son Jackson during 
a global pandemic! On a 
professional note, I feel my 
biggest accomplishment 
has been seeing my former 
students become teachers 
themselves because of the 
impact that I had on them. 

What inspires you?
My Husband! I know 
some are probably rolling 
their eyes and it sounds so 
cliché, but he is the most 
amazing person I know. His 
patience, loyalty and love 
of his family is unmatched, 
and I am so blessed to 
have him as my partner. 
He inspires me daily to be 
a better person and to stay 

positive and serve others. 
He is still working on my 
patience, bless him!

What are your hobbies?
My husband and I have 
season tickets to the Texas 
A&M football games and 
try to make it to at least one 
away game every year! He 
has also picked up smoking 
meat and I have become a 
professional taste tester and 
barbeque sauce maker!

Favorites - 
Book: 
The Harry Potter Series 
Movie: Twister 
TV Show: Anything on the 
Food Network
Music Genre: Country
Sports Team: 
Houston Astros

Any other information you 
would like us to know?
People always say you are 
who you surround yourself 
with. 
I continually gravitate 
toward people with a 
service mentality and 
who truly want to make a 
difference in the lives of 
children. I have obviously 
been very successful in this 
because I get to share this 
achievement with two of 
my colleagues!

Carling Caldwell
The Baytown Sun
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Occupation: Marketing, 
Communications and 
Filmmaking 

Title: Assistant Marketing 
Director, Lee College. 
Owner, Coats Creative 
Media

Wife JoAnna, Daughters 
Genesis and Elyssa

Education: 
B.A. Cum Laude Broadcast 
Communications, 
Mississippi State University

Community & Professional 
Achievements: Three-time 
Mississippi Associated 
Press Award winner for 
best news photography. 
Mississippi Associated 
Press Award winner for 
best feature photography. 
National Council for 
Marketing & Public 
Relations gold medallion 
winner for best college 
video series. Selected 
internationally to be one of 
25 participants in a CNN’s 
Creative Storytelling 
program led by respected 
cinematographer and 
documentarian Philip 
Bloom. Oh, and I once 
sat through Transformers: 
Dark of the Moon in its 
entirety; this may not be 
an achievement, but it 
was certainly an act of 
endurance and willpower.

Quote to live by: 
“You should write a short 
story every week for a year. 
It’s impossible to write 52 
bad short stories in a row.” 

– Ray Bradbury

Can you name a person 
who has had a tremendous 
impact on you as a leader? 
I’ve had number of great 
experiences with the 
marketing directors at Lee 
College, all of whom taught 
me a few things about 
leadership and many things 
about how to be a good 
human being. However, I 
do think that Stan Sanders, 
a news director I worked 
for, may have had the 
biggest impact. Stan was 
not an easy boss, but he 
was a fair one. He asked 
a lot of me, and gave me 
a lot of additional  duties 
that were uncomfortable 
at first. He also knew 
something that I didn’t: I 
could succeed. Because 
of Stan, I was able to stop 
thinking of myself as an 
editor or cinematographer. 
He helped give me 
the confidence to be a 
storyteller. It’s also a good 
reminder that those around 
you may know something 
that you don’t.

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every 
leader should possess? I 
don’t know that there is one 
quality that every leader 
should possess any more 

than there is one seasoning 
that every meal requires. 
Although if there were, it 
would probably be Tony’s.

What was a hardship that 
you had to face, and how 
did you overcome it?
There I was, strapped to 
the table as the laser slowly 
grazed closer to my torso. 
As Dr. Zuniga, the architect 
of my demise, looked on 
with amusement, he gave 
me one chance to save 
myself: identify the covert 

operative my agency had 
placed within his criminal 
empire. I didn’t know how I 
would survive, but I knew I 
couldn’t give up my fellow 
operative. He still owed me 
$30. As Zuniga detailed the 
excruciating process from 
which my body would 
soon be divorced from 
itself, I used the glass on 
my watch to deflect the 
laser to sever my bonds, 

blind my adversary, and 
initiate the underground 
compound’s self-destruct 
sequence.

What are you known 
for? Filmmaking, humor, 
and my ability to prattle 
incessantly about almost 
anything other than the task 
at hand.

When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to be 
noticed or fly under the 
radar? I never walk into a 
room. That’s what ziplines 
are for.

What is your morning 
routine like? After the 
immediate shame of 
having slept through 
multiple alarms, I arise, 
make breakfast for my 
daughters, and head off to 
the office. Sometimes this 
is an actual office, but over 
the past year, it is generally 
a room in my house. The 
officemates are noisier, but 
business attire is optional.

What slogan would you put 
on your own T-shirt? Don’t 
leave me a voicemail! Text 
or email!

How old were you when 
you had your first paying 
job? 15

What motivates you to get 
out of bed in the morning? 
Generally, it is a small child 
jumping on me repeatedly.

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
I’ve never been a salesman. 
Correction: I was a car 
salesman for exactly ten 
days in the summer of 
2008. The only time I 
moved inventory was 
when I had to put gas in 
the fuel tanks. It’s not my 
nature to try to convince 
people that they really need 
unnecessary things. Yet 
somehow, I convinced my 
wife Joanna to marry me. 
I’m not entirely sure why, 
but I suspect it is primarily 
for those occasions when 

she is trying to use our 
home printer.

What inspires you? 
The craftsmanship of a 
well-designed firearm, a 
Pre-Raphaelite painting, a 
really great movie or book. 
Also mortgage payments. 

What are your hobbies? 
Church, running, film 
history, reading, coffee, 
outdoor adventures with 
my family. 

Favorites -  Book: The 
Long Goodbye by 
Raymond Chandler; 
The Hitchhiker’s Guide 
to the Galaxy by Douglas 
Adams
Movie: The Good, The 
Bad, and the Ugly…or the 
Shop Around the Corner…
maybe Bridge on the River 
Kwai
TV Show: The Prisoner. 
Comedians in Cars Getting 
Coffee
Music Genre: Ennio 
Morricone.  Yes, he is his 
own genre.
Sports Team: Mississippi 
State Bulldogs

Christopher Coats
The Baytown Sun
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Rotarians proudly 
salute 26 under 40 

awardees
Carling Caldwell
CTE STEM Specialist
Goose Creek CISD

Kendall David
Director of Marketing

Goose Creek CISD

Todd Patton
Financial Services Registered 

Branch Associate with Edward Jones

Jared Fulleylove
Store Manager
Hall’s Flooring America
and
Youth Minister
Memorial Baptist Church

Club of Baytown

as Leaders of Tomorrow.@ExxonMobilBTA

linkedin.com/showcase/ExxonMobilBTA

facebook.com/ExxonMobilBTA/

@ExxonMobilBTA

US_SG_Baytown_leader_under_40_Pribadi_D1.indd   1 4/28/21   5:30 PM
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I am currently a teacher, 
but spent 12 years in 
healthcare as an x-ray 
tech and mammography 
tech. 

Health Science Teacher 
at Sterling High School 
– I teach Pharmacy 
Tech, Biomedical 
Innovation, and 
Principles of Health 
Science.

I have been married to my 
husband, Robert Conner, 
for almost 10 years. 

Education: Lee High 
School 2007
Lee College 2009- 
Associate of Science 
Transfer 
San Jacinto College 
2011– Associate of 
Applied Science in 
Medical Imaging
University of Houston 
2018 – Bachelor of 
Science in Health

Community & 
Professional 
Achievements: 
- I was the lead 
mammography tech at 
Clear Lake Regional 
Hospital for 2 years. 
- I have been asked 
to help write the 
curriculum for a new 
Medical Terminology 
class. 

Quote to live by: 
“You were born with 
the ability to change 
someone’s life – don’t 
ever waste it.” 

– Dale Partridge

Can you name a 
person who has had a 

tremendous impact on 
you as a leader? 
They say it takes 
a village to raise a 
child. There are many 
people who have had 
an impact on my life 
for different reasons. 
My parents, Sandy and 
Terry Adcock, taught 
me how to be a good 
human being and that 
encouragement goes 
a long way. My 4th 
grade teacher, Mrs. 
Beauchamp, showed 
me what true passion 
for your job looks like. 
Anybody that knew 
her would tell you that 
she truly cared for her 
students and would go 
out of her way to help 
them with whatever 
they needed. Lastly, 
the first doctor I ever 
worked for, Dr. Omer 
Ilahi, helped me get 
into my healthcare 
career. He allowed me 
to try different jobs 
throughout his practice 
until I found the right 
one for me, which 
ended up being x-ray. 
He always challenged 
me and never held me 
back from growth, even 
if it meant me leaving 

his practice.

What is one 
characteristic that 
you believe every 
leader should possess? 
Humility, “To lead the 
people, walk behind 
them.” - Lao Tzu

What was a hardship 
that you had to face, and 
how did you overcome 
it? When I was 22, 
my dad had to have 
emergency open heart 
surgery and was in the 
hospital for 45 days. 
Several things went 
wrong, and we didn’t 
know if he was going 
to make it. This was 
seven months before I 
was going to graduate 
from x-ray school and 
eight months before he 
was supposed to walk 
me down the aisle at my 
wedding. It was hard to 
see my dad so helpless. 
No one wants to see 
the person they viewed 
as invincible like that. 
I could have lost all 
hope and dwelled on 
what I had no control 
over. Instead, I went 
into healthcare worker 
mode. I tried my hardest 
to help where I could 
and to help my mom 
and sister understand 
everything. The roles of 
parent and child were 
suddenly reversed. I 
had to help him with 
the small activities of 
daily living such as 
eating, getting dressed, 
walking, and talking. 
Though, he is not the 
same person as he was 
before, he did end up 

seeing me graduate and 
walking me down the 
aisle. I never gave up on 
him and he never gave 
up on me.

What are you known 
for? Being the traveler 
of the family. My 
husband and I like 
to visit the different 
National Parks across 
the U.S. and we have 
even been to some in 
New Zealand. 

When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to 
be noticed or fly under 
the radar? 
Fly under the radar.

What is your morning 
routine like? My alarm 
goes off at 5 a.m., I 
have a protein breakfast 
drink, brush my teeth, 
fix my hair and make-
up, get dressed and head 
out the door. 

What slogan would 
you put on your own 
T-shirt? You can’t buy 
happiness, but you can 
buy books, and that’s 
kind of the same thing.

How old were you 
when you had your 
first paying job? I was 
16 and worked in my 
church nursery at Cedar 
Bayou United Methodist 
Church until I got my 
first job in the medical 
field.

What motivates you 
to get out of bed in the 
morning? Knowing that 
this is the day I could 
have a positive impact 

on someone’s life. Ever 
since high school I felt 
like my purpose in life 
was to save a life, that is 
originally why I chose 
the medical field. Once 
I become a teacher, I 
realized I could still be 
saving a life but in a 
different way.

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that 
you consider to be the 
most significant in your 
life. I was not the age 
of the average college 
student when I decided 
to go back to school for 
my bachelor’s degree. 
I was 28, working 
full time as the lead 
mammography tech, had 
all the responsibilities 
of being an adult 
and had to deal with 
being displaced from 
Hurricane Harvey 
flooding. It wasn’t easy, 
but I was still able to 
complete my degree in 
two years and graduate 
right before my 30th 
birthday.

What inspires you? 
Seeing people 
demonstrate small acts 
of kindness. It reminds 

me that there is still 
good in this world.

What are your hobbies? 
Traveling, fishing, reading

Favorites:  Book: 
Anything by Lisa Gardner
Movie: Me Before You 
TV Show: Gilmore Girls
Music Genre: Christian 
music (KSBJ)
Sports Team: Astros 

Amy Adcock Conner
The Baytown Sun
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Lee College Faculty 
Member  

Division Chair-Learning 
Frameworks, Instructor- 
Child Development

Family: I am grateful 
for my parents who 
raised me to be a kind, 
strong, and independent 
woman. For my three 
sisters, who allowed me 
to practice my leadership 
skills in the many games 
we played growing 
up, taught me how to 
negotiate, and have 
kept my life interesting. 
Most importantly I am 
grateful for my husband 
who always supports 
my educational and 
professional goals, and is 
helping me to raise our 
four awesome kiddos.

Education: I hold an 
M.S. in Early Childhood 
Education from 
University of Houston 
Clear Lake, an M.S. 
in Communication 
and Composition 
from Minnesota State 
University Mankato, and 
a B.S. in Interdisciplinary 
Studies from Texas A&M 
Corpus Christi with an 
EC-4 Texas Teacher 
Certification. 

Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
I have served on the 
board of Baytown Early 
Educators since 2011, and 
with Babies in Baytown 
since it’s inception. In 
April 2021, I was chosen 
as 1 of 6 Texas Success 
Center Community 
College Research 
Fellows, and I hold a 
variety of certificates 
and certifications 
from agencies such as 
Quality Matters, First 
Three Years, The CDA 
Council, and Texas Early 
Childhood Professional 
Development System.   

Quote to live by: 
“Leadership is not the 
ability to lead others. 
Leadership is the ability 
to get others to lead 
themselves.” 

- Hamden L. Forkner

Can you name a 
person who has had a 
tremendous impact on 
you as a leader? 
On a personal level, 
my mother has always 
been someone I look 
up to. When I was in 
elementary school, she 
began going to college 
to earn her associate’s 
degree. Watching her 
balance working fulltime, 
raising four children, and 
being an honors student 
inspired me to work 
hard. Celebrating her 
graduation from UHCL 
with her bachelors during 
my freshman year of 
college was amazing. To 
this day, she is the person 
I turn to for advice, 
my shoulder to cry on, 
and one of my biggest 
cheerleaders. 
Professionally, I have 
always been fortunate to 
have amazing supervisors 
and mentors, many of 
which I still contact years 
after we stopped working 
together for advice and 
support. For them, I am 
truly grateful. 

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every 
leader should possess?
A good leader must have 
the ability to cultivate 
healthy, mutually 
beneficial relationships 
with those with whom 
they work. 

What are you known for?
Both personally and 
professionally, I am 
known for always being 
willing to lend a hand 
and keeping a positive 
attitude. I always try to 
help when and where I 
can, and find the silver 
lining in situations. 

When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to be 
noticed or fly under the 
radar?
When I first began 
working at Lee College in 
2013, I planned to always 
fly under the radar. Over 
the past 2-3 years, I have 
learned that being noticed 
by doing what is needed 
really suits me. 

What is your morning 
routine like?
Since I am working from 
home most of the time 
right now, my morning 
schedule is much more 
relaxed. 
I have always liked to 
use the snooze button, 
and I do not think that 
will change. 

What slogan would you 
put on your own T-shirt? 
One of my favorite 
T-shirts simply says “Be 
Kind.” This is a slogan I 
try to live by. 

How old were you when 
you had your first paying 
job?
While I started 
babysitting for family 
friends and neighbors 
at about 13, I began my 
first tax paying job at 
15 answering phones 
and packing orders at a 

small pizza shop near my 
house. 

What motivates you 
to get out of bed in the 
morning?
On most days my 
children motivate me to 
get out of bed, they can 
be pretty motivating. 

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
I would consider 
my education my 
most significant 
accomplishment. I 
worked full time through 
all three of my degrees, 
and raised children as 
well while earning both 
my Master’s degrees. 
Being able to complete 
my education and balance 
personal and professional 
responsibilities is 
something I am very 
proud of. I hope my 
journey can inspire my 
own children, and my 
students. 

What inspires you?
I am inspired by the 
future. Both personally 
and professionally, I work 
to make things better 
for society, the people I 
love, my students, and 
my colleagues. Knowing 
that what I do impacts the 
future is inspiring.

What are your hobbies?
I love reading, listening 
to audio books, spending 
time with my children 
and family, and shopping 
for deals. 

Favorites - 
Book: The Four 
Agreements by Don 
Miguel Ruiz
Movie: A League of Their 
Own 
TV Show: Any Law and 
Order 
Music Genre: Pop, R & 
B, and Hip-Hop 
Sports Team: Houston 
Astros

Channell Cook
The Baytown Sun
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Dr. Jade Cox
Educational Leader at 
Goose Creek CISD 
CTE Specialist 
- Public Services

Family: I have been 
married to my husband, 
Jeremy, for 10 years. We 
have two boys, Wyatt, 
3.5, and Waylen, 1. 

Education: Bachelor 
of Science in Human 
Biology 2010, Doctorate 
of Chiropractic 2012- 
Texas Chiropractic 
College, Master’s in 
Educational Leadership 
and Policy Studies 
2019- University of 
Texas at Arlington

Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
NCAC Model Health 
Science Academy at 
Sterling High School

Quote to live by: 
“The biggest risk is not 
taking any risk.” 

- Mark Zuckerberg

Can you name a 
person who has had a 
tremendous impact on 
you as a leader?  
The person who has had 
the most tremendous 
impact on me as a leader 
is GCCISD Director of 
CTE - Renea Dillon. 
Over the last six years 
that I’ve been with the 
district, I have grown 
and stretched myself 
tremendously. Before 
acquiring the CTE 
Specialist position in 
2019, I served on the 
CTE Leadership Team 
where Mrs. Dillon 
always pushed us to be 

better and take on more 
of a leadership role. 
Over the last two years 
in my current position 
she has served as a 
mentor and has helped 
me grow into the leader 
I am today.

What is one 
characteristic that you 
believe every leader 
should possess?
Communication. 
Things work a lot better 
when there is clear 
communication and 
expectations. 

What are you known 
for?
I’m known for being on 
top of things and always 
looking ahead to the 
next challenge.

When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to 
be noticed or fly under 
the radar?
I prefer to fly under 
the radar. It’s much 
easier to get a good 
understanding of what is 
truly going on if you’re 
not noticed. You get 
to see more authentic 
situations. 

What is your morning 
routine like?
It really depends on the 
day- having a 3 year 
old and a 1 year old, 
you never know when 
they will wake up. 
Typically, I get up after 
my husband leaves for 
work, get ready, wake 
up the boys and get 
them ready and head 
out to drop them off 
at daycare/babysitter 
before work.

What slogan would you 
put on your own T-shirt? 
Stay positive!

How old were you 
when you had your first 
paying job?
I was 15 when I started 
working at Sonic. I 
stayed there until age 19 
when I got my first job 
in the medical field. I 
didn’t have to work, but 
I got so used to having 
my own money. There is 
so much freedom in that 
feeling.

What motivates you 
to get out of bed in the 
morning? 
My husband and kids. 

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that 
you consider to be the 
most significant in your 
life.
I’d have to say 
becoming a doctor 
before age 25. 

What inspires you?
Positivity. I always 
try to see the positives 
in every situation life 
throws at me. 

It’s not always easy, but 
it makes life a whole 
lot easier to deal with if 
you can always see the 
positives.

What are your hobbies?
I really enjoy crafting 
when I have the time- 
making shirts, wreaths, 
etc. Right now I don’t 
have much time for 
hobbies, but I’ll get 
back to it once my boys 
are a little older.

Favorites: 
Book: Most recently- 
Educated by Tara 
Westover. I love 
dystopian novels too.
Movie: 10 Things I Hate 
About You
TV Show: This is Us
Music Genre: Rock/
Alternative
Sports Team: All of the 
Houston teams- Astros, 
Texans, Rockets… 
Support local!

The Baytown Sun
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Director of Marketing at 
Goose Creek CISD

Family: I have been 
married to my husband, 
Derek, for ten years. 
We met playing college 
volleyball/baseball at 
McMurry University in 
Abilene, Texas. We have 
a daughter, Dahl, four, and 
a son, Dex, who is one. 
I am a third-generation 
Baytonian, the daughter of 
Scott and Frankie Jackson. 
I have two sisters, Kevyn, 
who works at Houston 
Methodist Baytown, 
and Karsyn, who is in 
instructional technology in 
the Dallas area.

Education: 2005 graduate 
of Robert E. Lee High 
School, Bachelor’s in 
Business Marketing from 
McMurry University, and 
Master’s in Educational 
Leadership from Lamar 
University.

Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
I have served GCCISD 
as a substitute teacher, 
teacher, coach, high school 
counselor, junior school 

assistant principal, and 
high school assistant 
principal. I currently 
serve the Baytown 
community as the Bay 
Area Homeless Services 
Junior Board President, 
member of Rotary Club 
of Baytown, Partner’s in 
Education Campus Liaison, 
member of the Chamber 
of Commerce Young 
Professionals of Baytown.

Quote to live by: 
“Failure doesn’t mean the 
game is over; it means try 
again with experience.”

Can you name a person 
who has had a tremendous 
impact on you as a leader? 
Maybe someone who has 

been a mentor to you? Why 
and how did this person 
impact your life? I have 
been fortunate enough to 
work directly under the 
most remarkable leaders 
in Goose Creek CISD. 
Bruce Davis, Michael 
Wahl, Susan Jackson, 
Greg Lynd, Laura Reyes, 
Kathy Holland, and Matt 
Bolinger have impacted 
my career, encouraged 
me to pursue leadership, 
and inspired me at Goose 
Creek CISD. Undoubtedly, 
the person who has had 
a tremendous impact on 
my life as a leader is my 
mother, Frankie. She 
worked for Goose Creek 
CISD for over 20 years 
before transitioning to Cy 
Fair ISD. Her insight into 
the world of education, 
leadership skills, and 
constant hunger for growth 
has guided me throughout 
my career.

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every 
leader should possess? I 
am only where I am today 
because of the people who 
allowed me the opportunity 
to grow. In my opinion, the 
most important leadership 
quality to possess is the 
ability to build capacity in 
others and your team.

What was a hardship that 
you had to face, and how 
did you overcome it? With 
every hardship I have met 
in my life, I try to focus 
on learning and growing 
from the experience. I truly 
believe everything happens 
for a reason; if you do not 
give up and use hardships 

as a way to get stronger, 
you always come out on 
top.

What are you known for? 
I believe I am known for 
my willingness to take on 
challenges, competitive 
spirit, loyalty, and constant 
search for fun.

When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to be 
noticed or fly under the 
radar? I am somewhat in 
the middle. I love making 
connections, speaking to 
old friends and colleagues, 
and meeting new people.

What is your morning 
routine like? On my good 
days, I wake up and take 
a ride on my Peloton. The 
rest of the morning is spent 
scurrying around to get kids 
out of the door prepared 
for the day. I have the 
pleasure of stepping foot 
into the Goose Creek CISD 
administration building 
bright and early at 7:30 a.m.

What slogan would you put 
on your own T-shirt? 

As the director of marketing 
for Goose Creek CISD, 
any t-shirt I wear represents 
“Here, We Grow Giants!”

How old were you when 
you had your first paying 
job? My first official 
paying job was at Goose 
Creek CISD when I was 
17. I worked in the finance 
department, entering 
account numbers and 
shredding documents.

What motivates you to get 
out of bed in the morning? 
Without a doubt, my 
children. I feel fortunate 
to work in a field that 
makes an impact on future 
generations. I come from 
a close, supportive family 
and have always wanted 
to continue that legacy. 
Raising my children to be 
successful, good people 
motivates me each day.  

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that 
you consider to be the 
most significant in your 
life. My most significant 
accomplishment is having 

the honor to impact 
student’s lives. I feel 
the proudest when I see 
former students who have 
followed their dreams, 
graduated from college, 
earned that dream job, or 
started an amazing family.  

What inspires you? 
A challenge inspires 
me, especially when 
overcoming that challenge 
equates to making my life 
or district better. I have an 
extremely competitive spirit 
and strive to overcome any 
challenge presented to me.

What are your hobbies? 
My husband and I took on 
the challenge of remodeling 
a home. We have worked 
to create our dream home 
for the past five years. I also 
love to travel and spend 
time with family in tropical, 
hot locations.

TV Show: 
Anything reality TV
Music Genre: 
Rap and Country
Sports Team: 
Houston Astros

Kendall David
The Baytown Sun
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Occupation: 
Sepsis/Intensive Care 
Unit Nurse Practitioner
Houston Methodist 
Baytown Hospital

Title: Adult-Gerontology 
Acute Care Nurse 
Practitioner

Family:  Railynn W. 
(daughter). Levine and 
Janet Fontenot (parents). 
LJ Fontenot (brother)

Education: Master’s of 
Science in Nursing from 
University of Texas at 
El Paso
Bachelor’s of Science 
in Nursing from Baylor 
University

Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
Certified Critical Care 
Registered Nurse 
certification by the 
ANCC. 2015 Daisy 
Award winner. 

Quote to live by: 
“People will forget what 
you said, people will 
forget what you did, but 
people will never forget 
how you made them 
feel”      - Maya Angelou

Can you name a 
person who has had a 
tremendous impact on 
you as a leader? 
My parents have been 
my biggest supporters 
and mentors. From a 
young age they instilled 
in me the importance of 
education. They have 
truly always been my 
back bone and I attribute 
my success to them. 

What is one 
characteristic that you 
believe every leader 
should possess? I 
believe that every leader 
should possess humility. 
There are no “BIG 
Is” and “Little Yous”, 
especially in healthcare 
– it takes contributions 
from the whole team 
to get the job done. 
Everyone plays a vital 
role. 

What was a hardship 
that you had to face, 
and how did you 
overcome it? Going to 
graduate school while 
working full time and 
being a single mother. I 
overcame it by staying 
determined. I knew 
that I was working 
put my daughter and 
I in a better position 
and that failure was 
not an option. There 
were many nights with 
little to no sleep and 
being pulled in several 
different directions but 
I was determined to 
complete school. 

What are you known 
for? I am known for 
being caring and 

giving. I am always 
ready to help anyone 
in any way that I can. 
I am also known for 
being determined 
and persevering. No 
matter how difficult 
the obstacles I face are, 
I see the task through 
until the end. 

When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to 
be noticed or fly under 
the radar? Fly under the 
radar. I definitely like 
to sit back and observe 
what’s going on.

What is your morning 
routine like? My 
morning routine consists 
of SEVERAL alarms 
and COFFEE!

What slogan would you 
put on your own T-shirt? 
“Failure is not an option. 
Keep pushing!”

How old were you 
when you had your first 
paying job? 16 at Luna’s 
Mexican Restaurant in 
Baytown as a hostess. 

What motivates you 
to get out of bed in 
the morning? My 
daughter is my biggest 
motivating factor! 
After my daughter, I 
am motivated by the 
fact that I truly enjoy 
the work that I do. I 
enjoy being able to help 
people and feeling like 
I am helping to make a 
difference in someone’s 
life.  

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that 

you consider to be the 
most significant in your 
life. One of the most 
significant moments 
in my life was when I 
graduated from Baylor 
University with my 
bachelor’s degree. I 
was a first-generation 
college graduate and to 
see the sense of pride 
from my parents on that 
day was priceless. 

What inspires you? I 
am very family oriented 
and my family inspires 
me to keep reaching 
new goals in life. At 
work, I am inspired 
by the opportunity to 
make a difference in 
my patients lives during 
what is likely a very 
difficult time for them. 
Knowing that I can 
be there for them and 
assist, even if in a small 
way, inspires me to 
keep pushing forward. 

What are your hobbies?  
Trying new foods and 

traveling. 
Favorites: 
Movie: The Notebook

TV Show: Grey’s 
Anatomy
Music Genre: R&B

Domonique Lenet Fontenot, N.P.
The Baytown Sun
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Occupation: Higher 
Education Administrator 

Title: Executive Director 
of Basic Needs and Title V 
Project Director

Family: Michael, Spouse
James, 10 yr. old son
Alaina, 4 yr. old daughter

Education: Bachelor 
of Science in Marine 
Biology from Texas A&M 
University at Galveston
Master of Science 
in Educational 
Administration-Student 
Affairs Administration in         
Higher Education from 
Texas A&M University

Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
• Phi Theta Kappa 
Distinguished 
Administrator April 2020
• Phi Theta Kappa Texas 
Hall of Honor for College 
Administrators March 2020
• Brazosport College 
Team Innovation Award-
Strive2Drive April 2019
• Phi Theta Kappa Texas 
Hall of Honor for College 
Administrators March 2019
• Brazosport College Team 
Innovation Award-Robotics 
Club March 2018
• Brazoria County 40 
Leaders Under 40 April 
2017
• Brazosport College 
Team Innovation Award-
Quality Enhancement Plan 
Committee April 2016
• John & Suanne Roueche 
Staff Excellence Award 
November 2015

Quote to live by: 
“Love and compassion are 
necessities, not luxuries.  

Without them humanity 
cannot survive.” 

- Dalai Lama

Can you name a person 
who has had a tremendous 
impact on you as a leader?  
A previous supervisor and 
leader had a tremendous 
impact on my journey 
and leadership in higher 
education.  This person 
saw potential in me that I 
didn’t see in myself and 
challenged me to push 
outside of my comfort 
zone.  She intentionally 
gave me opportunities to 
grow and encouraged my 
leadership development in 
campus and community 
activities.  Most notably, 
she listened and supported 
when needed, challenged 
my thinking and actions 
when appropriate, and 
valued our personal 
relationship.  

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every 
leader should possess?
Every leader should 
possess the ability to truly 
listen to those they are 
leading.  When people feel 
like you will listen to them, 
to their concerns, to their 
ideas, to their struggles, 
and to their successes you 

build a foundation of trust 
that is essential to effective 
leadership.

What was a hardship that 
you had to face, and how 
did you overcome it?
I was in college in 
Galveston when Hurricane 
Ike ravaged the city, so our 
whole campus was forced 
to relocate to College 
Station for the remainder of 
the semester.  As a young 
adult, living hundreds of 
miles from family, this 
catastrophic event and the 
subsequent transitions were 
immensely challenging.  I 
had several staff members 
and mentors who supported 
me through that difficult 
time.  Reflecting back, the 
kindness and support given 
to me during this event 
was the catalyst for me to 
consider a profession in 
higher education where I 
could help students in need. 

What are you known for?
I am known for my 
innovative ideas and 
ability to collaborate 
across campus 
departments and with 
community stakeholders.  
My compassion and 
love for helping others 
is also prominent in my 
professional work and my 
personal life with family 
and friends.
 
When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to be 
noticed or fly under the 
radar?  
Fly under the radar for 
sure!  

What is your morning 
routine like?
I typically start my 
mornings with a hot shower 
and large cup of coffee, 
before the kids wake up.  
Then it’s a mad dash to get 
everyone, including myself, 
dressed and ready for their 
day at school and work.

What slogan would you put 
on your own T-shirt? 
Love Always

How old were you when 
you had your first paying 
job? 17

What motivates you to get 
out of bed in the morning?
I am motivated to help 
make education accessible 
to everyone, regardless of 
background and financial 
status.  I absolutely love 
the community college 
environment because 
our focus is providing 
educational opportunities 
to meet the needs of 
all individuals in our 
community.  

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
My most significant 
accomplishment in life is 
being a mom!  It’s been a 
rollercoaster ride to raise 
children while balancing 
full-time work and 
community involvement, 
but absolutely the most 
rewarding part of my life.  

What inspires you?
I am inspired everyday 
by individuals coming to 
college to make a better 
life for themselves and 
their families.  It takes so 
much strength and courage 
for students to prioritize 
education among the many 
other priorities in life.  I am 
amazed everyday by the 
tenacity of our students to 
overcome so many barriers 
and challenges in their 
pursuit of education.

What are your hobbies?
I love to travel!  When not 
travelling, you can usually 
find my family and I at the 
beach, zoo, or a museum.  

Favorites: 
Book: Harry Potter Series
Movie: There are so many 
to choose from, I can’t 
pinpoint a favorite.
TV Show: I don’t have 
one favorite, but a few of 
my go-to shows: Criminal 
Minds, Grey’s Anatomy, 
Gilmore Girls, and 
anything true crime related.
Music Genre: I listen to a 
wide variety of music!  I 
have streaming stations for 
everything from classical 
and Broadway showtunes 
to country and pop.
Sports Team: Texas A&M 
Aggies

Any other information you 
would like us to know?
I am humbled by this 
opportunity and excited 
to continue making a 
difference in the Baytown 
community!

Kelli Forde-Spiers
The Baytown Sun
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Store manager
- Hall’s Flooring America
Youth director - Memorial 
Baptist Church

Lucky husband of 10 
years to Debra Fulleylove 
and proud father of 
Aubrey, 9, Myla, 7, and 
Mason, 5. 

Education: Attended 
Golden State Baptist 
College 

Community & Professional 
Achievements:  
Board member for 
Baytown Rotary, 
Deacon at Memorial 
Baptist Church

Quote to live by:  
“It ain’t about how hard 
you hit, it’s about how 
hard you can get hit and 
keep moving forward.” 

- Rocky 

What was a hardship that 
you had to face, and how 
did you overcome it?
Our home burned down 
in January of this year. 
The amount of love that 
was shown to our family 
by the good people 
of Baytown will be 
something that we will 
never forget. We were 
able to overcome this 
setback through our faith 
in God’s perfect plan and 
the incredible amount of 
help we received from 
family, friends, and 
sometimes complete 
strangers. We have been 
so blessed! 

Can you name a 
person who has had a 

tremendous impact on 
you as a leader?  
My Father, James 
Fulleylove. He has rough 
hands and a tender heart. 
The greatest impact he 
has had on me and many 
others is not due to any 
lesson he has taught but 
rather the life he has 
lived. He taught me how 
to be real, loving, kind, 
tough, honest, and hard 
working. His favorite 
saying, “the main thing is 
to keep the main thing the 
main thing” has always 
been his true endeavour 
and the proof of that is 
in his love for God and 
others. 

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every 
leader should possess? 
At its heart, servant 
leadership is based on 
the simplest of concepts: 
Humility

What are you known for?
My humor, keeping 
things lighthearted, and 

my extreme volume 
levels. I would hope that 
I am known for being a 
friend to everyone I come 
across.  

When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to be 
noticed or fly under the 
radar?
My big mouth negates 
any efforts I might make 
to go unnoticed. 

What is your morning 
routine like?
Daily Audio Bible and a 
song or two followed by 
lots of coffee 

What slogan would you 
put on your own T-shirt? 
Love God, Love others

How old were you when 
you had your first paying 
job? 
16, Fence installation 

What motivates you 
to get out of bed in the 
morning?
Providing for my Family

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
Somehow tricking that 
pretty girl I saw on 
campus into being my 
wife and being a father to 
three little humans who 
think I am the greatest… 
for now anyway. 

What inspires you?
People helping people 
with no expectation of 
receiving anything in 
return. 

What are your hobbies?
I love cheering on my 
Philadelphia and Houston 
sports teams. Some might 
say too much. 
I enjoy golfing, fishing, 
and taking trips with the 
family. 

Most weekends you can 
catch me outback on the 
smoker working on some 
ribs or a salmon fillet

Favorites -
Book: Discover Your 
Destiny by Cary Schmidt
Movie: 
Saving Private Ryan 
Remember the Titans
TV Show: The Office, 
Ryan’s Toy Review
Music Genre: 
Anything 
that can get 
me up and at 
‘em
Sports Team: 
Phillies, 
Eagles, 
Flyers (that’s 
a hockey 
team for you 
Texans), and 
Sixers

Jared Fulleylove

Congratulations Jared Fulleylove
Top 20 Under 40!    We are Proud of You!

Thank you for your 
Dedication 

and Hard work! 

281-427-6226
1415 North Pruett Street, Baytown, TX

Hall’s 
Carpet
Haus, Inc.

The Baytown Sun
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on being selected 
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Class of  2021
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Congratulations
Thank you for your exemplary commitment to the students of Lee College.

CHRIS COATS 
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Occupation: Lawyer/
Attorney
Family: Husband, Clay 
Garrison – Coach/Teacher 
at Horace Mann Jr. 
School, Kids – Jackson – 
7, Hutson – 5, Audrey - 1
Education: Sterling 
High School Graduate, 
University of Texas – 
BA in Communication 
Studies, South Texas 
College of Law – Juris 
Doctorate
Community & 
Professional 
Achievements: Former 
Rotary Club Member

Quote to live by: “If at 
first you don’t succeed, 
try try again!”

Can you name a 
person who has had a 
tremendous impact on 
you as a leader?  
My dad, Michael Turner, 
has had a huge impact on 
my life. He is a criminal 
defense attorney and I 
grew up knowing that I 
wanted to be an attorney 
too. He has always shown 
me how to succeed and 
overcome when things 
get rough. He has taught 
me a priceless amount 
about our profession. 
He has also guided me 
through big life decisions 
and taught me that 
holding onto anger is 
not worth my effort. I 
believe that this learned 
philosophy has helped me 
become the woman and 
mom I am today.

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every 
leader should possess? 
Empathy. If you want to 
lead even a small group 
you should be able to 
understand each side of a 
situation.

What was a hardship 
that you had to face, and 

how did you overcome 
it? Our house flooded 
during Harvey. We had 
a one story home and 
lost everything except 
what we were able to set 
up on counters. It was 
a struggle to help my 
kids understand what 
was going on (we were 
all in the house when 
the water began coming 
in). I think what helped 
me the most during that 
time was knowing that 
God had a purpose for 
everything. I had renewed 
my flood insurance 
just the day before we 
flooded. It would have 
expired approximately 
eight hours before we 
started taking on water. 
I truly believe God 
pushed me that Friday to 
get up and check if the 
premium had been paid 
(because I could not find 
the paperwork earlier in 
the week and had given 
up). We just continued 
to be thankful that we 
had not been harmed and 
were extremely grateful 
for everyone that helped 
us with clean up and 
recovery. Mindset is 
powerful.

What are you known for? 
Always having a diet 
coke in my hand….

When you walk into a 

room, do you prefer to 
be noticed or fly under 
the radar? I think that 
depends on the situation 
but most of the time I 
prefer to fly under the 
radar.

What is your morning 
routine like? Alarm is set 
around 6 a.m. (hopefully 
I don’t snooze), shower 
then get my kids’ lunches 
ready and make breakfast 
for them. Next, I finish 
getting ready and get my 
youngest up and dressed 
to head to the office with 
me.  We have the kids 
feed the cats and we’re 
off to school drop offs 
and in to the office. I’m 
lucky that my husband 
gets up and helps the kids 
get dressed and brush 
their teeth while I do 
breakfast/lunch duty.

What slogan would you 
put on your own T-shirt? 
You have the right to 
remain silent….use it!

How old were you when 
you had your first paying 
job? Maybe 14 or 15, 
I made funnel cakes at 
Houston Raceway Park 
on big race weekends; 
My first real paycheck 
job was in 2003. I worked 
as the secretary for my 
Dad’s solo practice at the 
time (the place I’m now 
a lawyer). I finished my 
coursework a semester 
early in high school and 
took that job until I left 
for UT. 

What motivates you 
to get out of bed in the 
morning? My family

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life. 
Raising my family. 
Somehow, every day we 

keep three kids alive. 
It still feels crazy to 
think about but they are 
definitely the biggest and 
best thing I have every 
accomplished.

What inspires you? 
Seeing others work hard 
and be kind. No matter 
your profession or status 
it is always the right 

thing to be kind. When 
I see people who are out 
there doing their best 
and still sticking to those 
fundamental beliefs of 
being a good person, it 
inspires me. It pushes me 
to make sure I’m doing 
the same.

Favorites: 
Book: Harry Potter Series

Movie: The Grinch – Jim 
Carrey version
TV Show: Mighty Ducks 
new Disney+ show, 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine
Music Genre: 80s and 90s 
Country, Pop
Sports Team: 
Do my kids soccer teams 
count?! 
If not, then the Houston 
Astros

April Turner Garrison J.D.
The Baytown Sun
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Occupation: Wealth 
Management

Title: Financial Advisor – 
Edward Jones

Family: 
My wife, Kaylan Gaynor, 
and I have been married 
for almost 11 years and 
have three children 
Kimber, 5, Emery, 3, and 
James, 2.

Education:
 I have a BBA in 
banking and financial 
institutions with a 
minor in accounting. I 
hold the designations 
of Accredited Asset 
Management Specialist 
and Chartered Retirement 
Planning Counselor from 
the College of Financial 
Planning.

Community & 
Professional 
Achievements:
 I am part of the Baytown 
Lions Club and have 
served as president. I also 
kickstarted the idea of our 
annual Gumbo Cookoff. 
Since then, I have been 
presented the Melvin 
Jones Fellow award by 
Lions Club.

Quote to live by:
 My favorite quote 
comes from a financial 
standpoint. I use this 
quote when speaking 
with many of my younger 
clients about budgeting 
and retirement goals. I try 
to live by it as well. “Live 
like nobody else now, so 
you can live like nobody 
else later.”

Can you name a 
person who has had a 
tremendous impact on 
you as a leader? Maybe 
someone who has been 
a mentor to you? Why 
and how did this person 
impact your life?   
When I was in College, 
I met a financial advisor 
named Tyler Johns, I 
started working in his 
office part time where 
he was a great example 
on how to manage and 
lead an office. He really 
showed me what it took 
to be a financial advisor. 
There have also be many 
other advisors along my 
career path that I have 
learned a tremendous 
amount from as well. 

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every 
leader should possess?
 I believe every leader 
should always act 
professionally and have 
empathy toward others. 

What was a hardship that 
you had to face, and how 
did you overcome it?
 Graduating college, 
getting married, and 
starting my own business 
all in the same summer 

was very difficult. I am 
still growing my business, 
and I have learned to just 
focus on the task at hand 
and take it one day at a 
time.  

What are you known for? 
Being conscientious, 
punctual, helping educate 
clients and helping clients 
reach their financial goals. 

When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to be 
noticed or fly under the 
radar?
I like to be noticed but not 
the center of attention

What is your morning 
routine like? 
Before children my 
mornings were much 
more relaxing. Now my 
morning consists of not 
only getting ready for 
work but keeping my 
5-year-old from getting 
sidetracked; since I drop 
her off every morning at 
kindergarten on my way 
to work. 

What slogan would you 
put on your own T-shirt? 
Just take it day by day

How old were you when 
you had your first paying 
job? 
My dad paid me at a 
very young age to help 
him sand and build 
cabinets. I also mowed 
lawns for people in my 
neighborhood at age 15. 

What motivates you 
to get out of bed in the 
morning? 
Knowing I have a family 
to support and clients that 

depend on me with their 
financial security.

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life. 
I feel I have had many 
great accomplishments in 
my life but becoming a 
limited partner of Edward 
Jones is at the top of the 
list.  

What inspires you?
My church inspires me 

to do well by others. I 
also feel very fortunate 
that I am able to donate 
both my time and money 
to helping others and 
charities that I have a 
passion for. 

What are your hobbies?
 I enjoy spending time 
with my family, camping, 
and traveling. When we 
are not traveling you can 
find me at home making 
knives or working on DIY 
home projects. 

Favorites: 
Book:  I am not a big 
reader, but I do enjoy 
reading the Tickle 
Monster book to my 
children. 
Movie: Too many to 
name but mainly action 
movies
TV Show: Big Bang 
Theory  
Music Genre: Rock and 
Texas Country
Sports Team: Houston 
Astros

Travis Gaynor
The Baytown Sun
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Occupation: Pastor, 
Motivational Speaker, 
C.E.O, 
Goose Creek CISD 

Family: I am married to 
my wife of 14 years Ricia 
Gray, and we have five 
beautiful children

Education: I attended 
St. Joseph’s elementary, 
Highlands Junior High, 
Ross S Sterling High 
School, Tyler Junior 
College, Lee College, 
and Texas Southern 
University

Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
I have organized many 
community outreach 
events, the first in 2017 
after Hurricane Harvey 
where we supplied over 
400 Baytown citizens 
with essential supplies. 
In 2020 I organized and 
founded commUNITY 
WORKS, an origination 
that focused on the power 
of people helping people, 
with the belief that we 
are better together. We 
have hosted and cohosted 
several food drives, and a 
back-to-school backpack 
drive where we were 
able to give out more 
than 400 full supplied 
backpacks. I was recently 
featured in Michelle 
Fishburnes, “Who We 
Are Now” cross country 
oral history of Americans 
during Covid-19 and 
will be featured in the 
book version published 
by the UNC press. I am 
very active in the McNair 
community where I co-
pastor with my father 
Bishop Sherman Gray Jr.

Quote to live by: 
“Be ashamed to die until 
you have won some 
victory for humanity” 

- Horace Mann

Can you name a 
person who has had a 
tremendous impact on 
you as a leader? 
My father is the only 
person that comes to 
mind. He was said 
to me since I can 
remember “leaders take 
responsibility, leaders 
love, leaders care, leaders 
show up.” I have watched 
him lead and love God 
and people and it is 
inspiring. 

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every 
leader should possess? 
The ability to develop 
others.

What was a hardship that 
you had to face, and how 
did you overcome it? In 
2018 I was diagnosed 
with a brain tumor. I 
was 35, and here I was 
making trips to MD 
Anderson, thinking why 
me. I’ll never forget it, I 
was in a very dark place 
and the words of my 
wife refocused me, she 

said, “nothing but faith, 
we live!” The next day 
I was laying in the MRI 
machine with my life 
seemingly flashing before 
my eyes, and I heard 
a voice that my faith 
believes to be the voice of 
God say, “you’ve given 
yourself all the reasons 
why you can’t, now it’s 
time to give yourself all 
the reasons you can! Why 
Not You? 

What are you known for? 
Inspiring, loving, and 
helping others.

When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to be 
noticed or fly under the 
radar? 
I prefer to fly under the 
radar.

What is your morning 
routine like? 
I am up at 5:45 a.m. for 
15 minutes of meditation, 
then coffee. At 6:00 a.m., 
the morning rush begins, 
getting five kids dressed, 
fed, and out the door for 
school is a task, and I am 
glad that I have such an 
awesome wife.

What slogan would you 
put on your own T-shirt? 
Why not you?

How old were you when 
you had your first paying 
job? I was 16 years old, 
and I worked at Fat Sam’s 
BBQ and Mervyn’s in 
San Jacinto Mall.

What motivates you 
to get out of bed in the 
morning? That one thing 
that motivates me to get 
out of bed, is creating a 
legacy for my family.

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life.

What inspires you? 
My wife inspires me and 
pushes me to be the best 
version of myself.

What are your hobbies? 
Biking, hiking, and 
anything with family

Favorites: 
Book: anything on 
leadership
Movie: Lean On Me
TV Show: M.A.S.H
Music Genre: 80’s music
Sports Team: Houston 
Texans, Houston Astros, 
Houston Rockets

Rev. Sherman Gray III

Rev. Sherman Gray III and Harris County 
Precinct 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia

City Councilman Charles Johnson, Lee 
College Regent Susan Moore-Fontenot, 

Baytown Mayor Brandon Capetillo and Rev. 
Sherman Gray III

Rev. Sherman Gray III and friends

The Baytown Sun



26 UNDER 40      Thursday, May 13, 2021 • Page 21 

Financial Representative  
Registered Branch 
Associate, Edward Jones

Family: 
Husband, Brian Smith and 
two rescue cats, Oscar and 
Kevin

Education: 
Series 07 – General 
Securities Representative 
Exam
Series 66 – The Uniform 
Combined State Law Exam
Texas Health and Life 
Insurance License
Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State 
University, Bachelor of 
Science (BS) Psychology

Community & 
Professional 
Achievements: 
President of non-profit 
organization “Actively 
Caring for People at 
Virginia Tech” 2015-2017 
AC4P is a movement 
cultivated from 40+ 
years of research that 
aims to establish a 
more compassionate, 
interdependent, empathic 
culture through Actively 
Caring. “Actively Caring 
refers to any behavior that 
goes above and beyond 
the call of duty on behalf 
of the health, safety 
or welfare of another 
person” (Geller, 2001).

Quote to live by:  “Do 
what you can, with what 
you have, where you are.” 

– Theodore Roosevelt 

Can you name a 
person who has had a 
tremendous impact on 
you as a leader?  

I believe leadership 
starts at home so my 
grandfather had a 
tremendous impact on 
my life. He was the 
hardest working, most 
joyful, caring and genuine 
person I have had the 
pleasure of knowing 
and working with. He 
dedicated his life to his 
practice and business. He 
was always on-call and 
reachable to his clients 
and never complained. 
He genuinely loved every 
minute of his life and job 
and cared deeply for his 
clients and patients. We 
could not go out to eat 
within my hometown 
without a community 
member coming up to 
our table and saying how 
much they appreciated 
what “doc” had done 
for them, their family 
and this community. My 
grandfather has since 
passed away but his 
genuine joy for his work, 
approach to life and 
involvement within our 
hometown community 
has left a lasting impact 
on how I view leadership 
and what leadership truly 
looks like on an everyday 
basis. 

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every 
leader should possess?
Adaptability 

What was a hardship that 
you had to face, and how 
did you overcome it?
A few years ago 
I experienced an 
unfortunate accident 
where I split my head 
open and incurred a 
serious concussion as a 
result. I suffered from 
temporary short-term 
memory loss, inability to 
control my emotions and 
experienced debilitating 
headaches. Overnight I 
went from being in the 
top of my class, a quick 
learner, outgoing and 
social to the inability to 
remember what I had just 
read, unable to control my 
emotions and unable to be 
in larger groups of people 
due to noise sensitivity 
and inability to cope. The 
unknown of the doctors 
not being able to tell us 
how long these symptoms 
would last and if there 
would be any long term 
side affects was almost 
unbearable. I completely 
lost my sense of self and 
purpose. I chose the quote 
by Theodore Roosevelt 
because reading those 
words over and over 
again everyday through 
those few months is how 
I overcame the situation 
I found myself in and 
eventually made a full 
recovery. All anyone 
can ever do is the best 
they can, with what they 
have, where they are for 
themselves, their family 
and their communities.  

What are you known for?
Having a positive 
approach and attitude 

When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to be 
noticed or fly under the 
radar?
Fly under the radar 

What is your morning 
routine like?
I wake up around 5:30am, 
go for a 30 minute run or 
bike ride, get dressed for 
work, make breakfast and 
read my daily morning 
news letter and then jump 
in the car to commute 
before Houston morning 
rush hour hits! 

What slogan would you 
put on your own T-shirt? 
“Quit thinking and get to 
work.”

How old were you when 
you had your first paying 
job?
I was officially put 
on payroll at my 
grandfather’s clinic when 
I was 16yr but I started 
assisting as his surgical 
assistant at 14yr (unpaid 
of course). 

What motivates you 
to get out of bed in the 
morning?
The possibility of learning 
something new today 

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
Actively Caring for 
People (AC4P) VT group 
was originally formed and 
created after the Virginia 
Tech campus shooting 

in 2007 as a way to try 
and rebuild the sense of 
safety and community 
within the university. 
When I initially took over 
leadership of the group, 
it’s key leadership had 
graduated, leaving the 
group directionless for 
a few years with only 
8 members and little 
awareness on campus. 
By the time I graduated 2 
years later, I had managed 
to grow the group to 
over 300 members with 
an increased awareness 
on campus and strong 
leadership to continue 
the groups mission. I 
am most proud of this 
accomplishment because 
of the people I met in 
those two years and the 
positive impact that I 
witnessed AC4P have 
on their lives at a crucial 
point in their life journey. 

What inspires you?
To continue to grow 
personally while 
simultaneously helping 
others to do the same 

What are your hobbies?
I love anything sports, 
outdoor or travel related. 

I am a big tennis player 
and horseback rider! I 
also adore art and like to 
paint and draw. 

Favorites: 
Book: Applied Psychology: 
Actively Caring for People 
(The ideology discussed 
in this book continues to 
positively impact my life, 
my relationships, and my 
happiness.) 
Movie: Free Solo
TV Show: Parks and 
Recreation 
Music Genre: Pop and 
Rock 
Sports Team: Carolina 
Panthers 

Any other information 
you would like us to 
know?

Bonus fun fact: 
I worked as an Ocean 
Rescue Lifeguard on the 
beaches of Outer Banks, 
NC one summer and 
trained with the Coast 
Guard. 

If you ever find yourself 
drowning or in a rip 
current, I’m your girl!

Alexandra “Allie” Gwynn
The Baytown Sun
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Licensed Social Worker
Shelter Advocacy Manager

Family: I have no children. 
However; I am very family 
oriented. I have a great 
relationship with my Nana, 
she is like my best friend. I 
am also super close to my 
mom, dad and brother. 

Education: Bachelors 
degree in social work from 
Lamar University. 

Quote to live by: “Believe 
in yourself, and magic can 
happen.”

Can you name a person 
who has had a tremendous 
impact on you as a leader? 
Olivia Rivers. She is the 
executive director at The 
Bridge Over Troubled 
Waters, and she is my 
friend and mentor. Olivia 
has taken me under 
her wing and made a 
commitment to help me 
recognize my strengths, as 
well as help me grow and 
strengthen my weaknesses’. 
She encourages me to 
believe in myself, to step 
outside of my comfort zone 
and to take risks. Olivia 
has been my guide on my 
journey to becoming a 
fearless leader. 

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every 
leader should possess?
Passion is a characteristic 
that every leader should 
possess. Passion is a trait 
that connects a person to the 
mission of the project and/
or goal at hand. As a leader, 
I stand by the idea that skills 
can be taught, but passion is 
innate. I believe that passion 

is the trait that allows 
people the courage to take 
risks and to produce results 
beyond the status quo.

What was a hardship that 
you had to face, and how 
did you overcome it?
I faced a minor hardship 
before I became a manager 
at the agency I am currently 
working with. As a young 
advocate, I was excited 
about the work and mission 
I was following. I worked 
hard at increasing my 
skills and doing my part to 
ensure the success of my 
team and the survivors we 
serve. When the manager 
position became available. I 
applied and interviewed for 
the position. Unfortunately, 
I was not selected for 
the role. The feeling of 
discouragement helped 
me step outside of my 
comfort zone and question 
the decision in hopes of 
obtaining constructive 
criticism to help me make 
changes and be in a better 
space for a promotion 
in the future. I was told 
that I was not selected 
for the position due to a 
situation with another staff 
member and my name 
being brought up in gossip. 

Throughout this process, I 
was able to communicate 
and gain more knowledge 
on the admin duties of 
leadership in my agency. 
It gave me the opportunity 
to address this concern 
and clear up any negative 
connotations, as well as 
create a safe space to share 
my story and my thoughts 
on the concern. During 
this time, the situation 
with the selected candidate 
did not work out and the 
position became available 
again. Despite feeling 
discouraged, I sat with the 
experience, knowledge 
and growth that I obtained 
through the process and 
applied for the position 
again. This time, I was 
selected for the position. 
I was in a better space to 
receive feedback and I had 
created stronger working 
relationships with my peers 
to help ensure success in the 
position. 4 years later, I am 
still in the role and continue 
improving my leadership 
skills daily, in hopes of 
furthering my professional 
growth and transitioning 
into a higher leadership 
position in the future. 

What are you known for?
I am known for my friendly 
disposition and being calm 
and grounded in the face 
of a crisis. I am also know 
for my optimistic mindset 
and providing a glimmer 
of positivity to give others 
hope. 

When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to be 
noticed or fly under the 
radar?
It depends on what room I 
am walking into. In reality, 
I tend to stay in my comfort 
zone and fly under the radar 
if I am in a room of new 
people. However, I am 
working on challenging 
that and expanding my 
networking skills and 
possessing a higher level of 
confidence to ensure I am 
noticed when I walk into a 
room. 

What is your morning 
routine like?
My alarm goes off at 7:05 
a.m., I snooze it until 7:30 
a.m. then begin to panic 
about being late. I wash my 
face, brush my teeth, fix 
my hair, my make up, then 
try on five outfits before 
putting my jewelry on, 
grabbing an energy drink 
and walking out the door. 

What slogan would you put 
on your own T-shirt? 
“Smile and the world 
smiles back!” 

How old were you when 
you had your first paying 
job? I was 17 years old 
when I had my first paying 
job. as an approved child 
care provider with care.
com. 

What motivates you to get 
out of bed in the morning?
I am motivated every 
morning by knowing I have 
the opportunity to build 
and cultivate relationships 
that will help to change 
the trajectory for future 
generations. 

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
I am in the process of 
closing on the purchase of 
my first home on May 14th. 
This is an accomplishment 
I am extremely proud of. I 
was able to practice some 
of the skills I share in my 
work as an advocate, such 
as budgeting, financial 
savings, and credit building. 
This process has been 
a challenge of setting 
goals, and pushing back 
the completion date due 
to setbacks and other 
barriers. Fortunately, it 
has grown my resilience, 
and helped me obtain a 

sense of accomplishment. 
I am excited to begin this 
new chapter of my life 
and to be able to share my 
story in hopes to help and 
encourage other people to 
continue working towards 
their dream. 

What inspires you?
I am inspired by the 
possibility of things to come 
and having the opportunity 
to live my life in a way that 
allows me to be a safe space 
for those I serve, as well as 
friends and family. 

What are your hobbies?
My favorite hobby is eating 
crawfish.
I also enjoy painting and 
hiding kindness rocks with 
my nana. 

Favorites: 
Book: Dare to Lead – 
Brene Brown 
Movie: The Parent Trap
TV Show: *I am an 
avid, binge Netflix 
watcher. Some of my 
recent favorites include 
Wentworth, and Bridgerton. 
Music Genre: 
Contemporary Worship
Sports Team: Astros

Any other information you 
would like us to know?
I am honored to have 
this recognition and I am 
excited for the opportunity 
to serve my community. 

Samantha Lannie
The Baytown Sun



26 UNDER 40      Thursday, May 13, 2021 • Page 23 

Occupation: Education 
Administration 

Title: Career and 
Technical Education 
Coordinator for GCCISD

Family: Husband, Andy; 
Daughter, Kendall, 14; 
Daughter, Kenzie, 12

Education: Bachelor of 
Science from Stephen F. 
Austin State University; 
Master of Education 
from Lamar University 

Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
2010 – 2012 Outstanding 
Teacher for SkillsUSA 
presented by the 
GCCISD Board of 
Trustees
2015 Achievement 
Award for Mu Iota 
Chapter of The Delta 
Kappa Gamma Society 
International 
2017 – 2018 Business 
Professionals of America 
Texas Association 
Distinguished 
Administrators Award 
2017 – 2018 Honorary 
Chapter FFA Degree 
Dayton FFA 
Member of Kiwanis 
Club of Baytown

Quote to live by: Life is 
so much better when you 
are laughing! 

Can you name a 
person who has had a 
tremendous impact on 
you as a leader?  
My parents have had 
a tremendous impact 
on my life. They have 
taught me values to live 
by such as hard work, 
honesty, and integrity 
by the example they set. 

They have supported 
me and encouraged me 
to pursue my dreams. I 
would not be the person 
I am today without their 
love and guidance.

What is one 
characteristic that you 
believe every leader 
should possess?
I believe every leader 
should possess integrity. 
It means doing the right 
thing no matter what. 
A leader serves as an 
example and people look 
to them for guidance. 
I believe that you gain 
respect of others by 
setting a good example. 

What are you known 
for? At work, I am 
known as being a hard 
worker and for being 
very organized. 

When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to 
be noticed or fly under 
the radar? I prefer to fly 
under the radar. 

What is your morning 
routine like? Lots of 
Coffee! Getting my two 
kids ready for school and 
out the door on time. 

What slogan would you 
put on your own T-shirt? 
Take Me to the River!

How old were you when 
you had your first paying 
job? I started my first job 
at the age of 16 working 
in a pro shop and as a 
lifeguard at a country 
club.

What motivates you 
to get out of bed in the 
morning? My husband, 
children and my career 
as an educator motivate 
me to get out of bed in 
the morning. I love my 
role as wife and mother 
and the happiness of my 
family means everything 
to me. As my children 
have gotten older, I have 
realized how precious 
time is and want to make 
every minute count. 
Loving your job also 
makes it easy to get 
out of bed! I have the 
privilege of supporting 
career and technical 
education teachers, and 
I am blessed to work 
with a great team that 
constantly looks for 
ways to improve and 
implement the best CTE 
programs for students in 
our district!

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
One of the 
most significant 
accomplishments in 
my life is when I was 
nominated and selected 
as a Distinguished 
Administrator for 
Business Professionals 
of America Texas 
Association. I believe in 
the importance of career 
and technical student 
organizations and the 
positive impact that 

they have on students. 
These organizations 
provide leadership, 
employability and career 
skills for students. 
Serving and supporting 
these programs is a high 
priority of mine. I was so 
honored to be nominated 
by a teacher and 
selected as distinguished 
administrator.

What inspires you?
I am inspired when I see 
students succeed. I have 
had many opportunities 
in the classroom and 
as an administrator to 
encourage, assist and 
influence students in 
high school and in their 
post-secondary plans 
as they continue in 
education or a successful 
career. It brings me joy 
to see students succeed 
in our community. 

What are your hobbies? I 
love traveling and RVing 
with my family. We keep 
our RV in Leakey, Texas 
on the Frio River and go 
every chance we can get! 

Favorites: 
Book: Too many to list.
Movie: Christmas 
Movies
TV Show: Friends
Music Genre: All Genre 
of Music 

Leia Miller

Kiwanis Club of Baytown
proudly congratulates

Leia Miller & Samantha Lannie
on being named one of The Baytown Sun’s 26 Under 40

Join Kiwanis Club Today!
Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to 

improving the world One Child and One Community at a time.

Leia Miller
Career & Technical Education
Coordinator at GCCISD

Samantha Lannie, LBSW
Residential Casework Manager

The Bridge over Troubled Water, Inc.

The Baytown Sun
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Occupation: Intervention 
Pain Medicine Physician
Space City Pain Specialists

Family: My mother is a 
nurse in Dallas. My father 
is a retired engineer.

Education: Bachelor of 
Arts, Austin College
M.D. Texas Tech 
University School of 
Medicine
Residency/Fellowship, 
UTMB Anesthesiology / 
Pain Medicine

Community & Professional 
Achievements: Volunteer 
Tennis Coach with Boys 
and Girls Clubs of Houston; 
Community Volunteer Golf 
Coach, Greater First Tee of 
Houston; Physician with 
Space City Pain Specialists.
Quote to live by: “To 
whom much is given, much 
is required.” Luke 12:48

Name a person who has 
had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader? 
My mother has had a 
tremendous influence on 
my life. She started nursing 
school at age 35 and has 
inspired me to always 
believe in myself and finish 
what you start and most 
importantly, to never give 
up.

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every 
leader should possess? 
Poise under pressure

What was a hardship 
that you had to face, and 
how did you overcome 
it? Starting out in private 
practice and adjusting to the 
business side of medicine. 
You figure it out as you go!

What are you known for? 
My sense of humor.

When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to 
be noticed or fly under 
that radar? I prefer to be 
noticed.

What is your morning 
routine? 
6 a.m. My one year old 
screams her head off.
7 a.m. Drop my one year 
old off at babysitter.

7:30 a.m. Workout / 
morning protein shake
8 a.m. Work

What slogan would you 
put on your own T-shirt? 
Winners never quit. 
Quitters never win.

How old were you when 
you had your first paying 
job? 16, Lifeguard at 
Lifetime Fitness

What motivates you 
to get out of bed in the 
morning? The joy of 
helping my patients get 
better and making a 
difference in the Baytown 
community.

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that 
you consider to be most 
significant in your life.
The joy of seeing my 
parents’ faces as I put on 

my white coat on for the fist 
time as a doctor.

What inspires you? My 
patients inspire me to be 
better, to always strive to 
learn and improve, and 
most importantly, to give 
back and help others.

What are your hobbies? 
I enjoy playing golf, tennis 
and spending time with my 
wife and one year old son.

Favorites -
Book: When Breath 
Becomes Air
Movie: Caddyshack
TV Show: Sports Center
Music Genre: Texas 
Country
Sports Team: Dallas 
Cowboys 

Dr. John Ngo

Dr. John Ngo
Pain Management Specialist

Baytown Sun 26 under 40 Honoree
Advanced, Non-Operative Solutions for Chronic Pain

Specializing In:
•   Acute Pain
•   Chronic Pain
•   Sports Injury

Location:
4002 Garth Road

Suite160
Baytown, TX 77521

Innovative Solutions For Lasting Relief
Fluent in English, Spanish & Vietnamese

Appointments:
832-695-3478

Baytown, Tx

Dr. John Ngo
Trained in Anesthesiology
Fellowship Trained in Pain Medicine#NgoMorePain

The Baytown Sun
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Occupation: Financial 
Services Registered 
Branch Associate with 
Edward Jones

Family: My wife Megan 
Patton and I have been 
married four years and 
we have a daughter, 
Addie, 2-1/2 years old 
and we are expecting 
another child.

Education: Bachelor 
of Science in Business 
Administration from 
University of Texas A&M 
– Commerce
Series 07 License – 
General Securities 
Representative
Series 68 License – 
Uniform Combined State 
Law
Texas Health and Life 
Insurance

Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
Member of Rotary Club 
of Baytown

Quote to live by: “Do not 
go where the path may 
lead, go instead where 
there is no path and leave 
a trail.” 

- Ralph Waldo Emerson

Name a person who has 
had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader: 
There have been many 
people who have made 
an impact in my life, but 
a few have significantly 
influenced my values, 
morals, beliefs, and 
my overall growth as a 
person. My dad is one 
of those people. He has 
shown me what it means 
to be a great husband and 
a great father. He taught 
me the importance of 
putting faith first in my 
life. Without his guidance 
and leadership, I wouldn’t 
be where I am today. 
I must also mention 

Jennifer Marcontell. 
She has pushed me 
to always strive to be 
the best I can be. She 
teaches me something 
new every day. She has 
shown me how to be 
successful through hard 
work, determination 
and endurance. Those 
qualities have led her 
to become one of the 
most successful financial 
advisers for Edward 
Jones.

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every 
leader should have: 
A great leader should 
possess integrity, be a 
great communicator, have 
the ability to delegate and 
influence others to strive 
for their best every day.

What are you known for? 
Being a hard worker, 
great communicator and 
having self control by 
approaching situations in 
a calm manner.

When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to be 
noticed or fly under the 
radar? Both. I like to fly 
under the radar, but also 
want to be noticed for the 
right reasons.

What is your morning 
routine? After walking 
each morning, I see 

what the news is in the 
financial markets, get 
ready for work, drink 
a cup of coffee, kiss 
my daughter and wife 
goodbye, and hit the 
ground running. If I’m 
really lucky, I find myself 
watching an episode of 
Sesame Street with my 
two-year-old daughter.
What slogan would you 
put on your own T-shirt? 
Dream it. Believe it. 
Achieve it.

How old were you when 
you had your first paying 
job? I was 16 when I 
started working for the 
Barbers Hill Maintenance 
Department Summer 
Work Program.

What motivates you 
to get out of bed in the 
morning? Knowing that 
other people depend on 
me to be at my best and 
knowing I am making a 
difference in the lives of 
my clients every day.

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
My biggest 
accomplishment is my 
family. Being able to be 
a husband to my wife 
Megan and a father to my 
children motivates me 
to be the best I can be in 
everything I do.

What inspires you? I have 
the opportunity to wake 
up and make a difference 
in someone’s life. I hope 
that whenever someone 
crosses my path, I make 
them a better person.

What are your hobbies? 
Duck hunting, golf, 
working out, barbecuing 
and yard work
Favorites - Book: 
Lone Survivor

Movie: Rudy
TV Show: Lonestar Law, 
Chicago PD, Chicago 
Med, Chicago Fire
Music Genre: 80s Music, 

Prime Country
Sports Team: Astros – I 
am a big college football 
fan.

Bonus Fun Fact: I have 
an identical twin brother.Todd Patton

The Baytown Sun
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Occupation: 
Commercial Loan 
Officer
Title: Production Officer
Texas First Bank

Wife: Claudia Price
Son: Kevin Price

Education: Bachelor 
in Business 
Administration, Finance, 
University of Houston

Quote to live by: “Never 
underestimate the heart 
of a champion.” 

- Rudy Tomjanovich

One characteristic you 
believe every leader 
should possess: Honesty

What was a hardship 
that you had to face, and 
how did you overcome 
it? Our home flooded 
in Galveston during 
Hurricane Ike. We 
rebuilt and carried on.
What are you known 

for: Talking about 
money.

When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to 
be noticed or fly under 
the radar? 
Fly under the radar.

What is your morning 
routine:
Weekdays, I spend 
time with my wife and 
baby, take out the dog, 
water the yard, shower, 
breakfast and coffee.

How old were you 
when you had your first 
paying job? 15 years 
old. I was a scorekeeper 
at West Isle Little 
League.

What motivates you 
to get out of bed in the 
morning? Providing for 
my family.

What accomplishment 
do you consider to be 
most significant in your 
life? Fatherhood.

What inspires you? 
Successful individual I 
can relate to.

What are your hobbies? 
Playing and watching 
sports.

Favorites:
Book: Good to Great by 
Jim Collins
TV Show: It’s Always 
Sunny in Philadelphia
Sports Team: Anything 
Houston, Texans, 
Rockets, Astros

Roy Price

Roy Price
����������������

Congratulations,

Congratulations, Roy, on being recognized as one of 
The Baytown Sun’s 26 Under 40. We’re so proud of you!

Roy!

The Baytown Sun
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Occupation: 
ExxonMobil  
Title: Senior Process 
Engineer

Family: 
Thao Nguyen, Fiancé

Education: 
B.S. Chemical 
Engineering – 
University of Texas at 
Austin
Masters of Information 
and Data Science – 
University of California, 
Berkeley (Est. 2022)

Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
ExxonMobil Baytown 
professional leadership: 
Sustainability Group 
Marketing lead, Asian 
Connection Employee 
Resource Group Advisor

Quote to live by:  
“Life is like riding a 
bicycle. To keep your 
balance you must keep 
moving.” 

– Albert Einstein

Can you name a 
person who has had 
a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader? 
One of first mentors 
when I joined the 
company, Gib Siard, 
had been influential 
in my development 
as an engineer and 
for my career with 
ExxonMobil. His upbeat 
attitude, technical 
expertise, and exciting 
travel endeavors were 
everything I aspired 
to be. His way of 
understanding problems 
and collaborating with 

people stick with me 
to this day, namely the 
ability to be empathetic 
and understanding of 
people.

What is one 
characteristic that you 
believe every leader 
should possess?
One characteristic that 
I believe every leader 
should have is empathy. 
Empathy is the idea and 
ability to emotionally 
understand another 
person. This allows a 
leader to understand 
how to best empower 
their people to be the 
best that they can be. 
By being able to put 
oneself in another 
person’s shoes, leaders 
would take a more 
human approach to 
managing their people 
and thus further 
drive respect and 
consideration. 

What was a hardship 
that you had to face, and 
how did you overcome 
it?
One recent hardship 
that I had to deal with 
is transitioning to a new 
role where I did not 
have the background 
to be fully effective. 

Although I am still 
learning through this 
role today, I find that 
this hardship is more 
manageable when you 
take large learning 
opportunities one bite 
at a time. Having a 
helpful support group 
also allows you to learn 
on the job and be your 
second set of eyes if you 
have any questions.

What are you known 
for?
I am known for bringing 
a positive energy to 
my surroundings and 
empowering people to 
be the best they can be 
and to enjoy the small 
things in life. 

When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to 
be noticed or fly under 
the radar?
Walking into a room, I 
prefer to fly under the 
radar. By listening I am 
able to take in all the 
information from all 
perspectives in order to 
make sound decisions.

What is your morning 
routine like?
It is typically pretty hard 
for me to get out of bed, 
as I am not a morning 

person. One thing I have 
to do every morning is 
to make good cup of 
coffee to decompress 
and prepare me for the 
day.

What slogan would you 
put on your own T-shirt? 
Yesterday is history, 
Tomorrow is a mystery, 
Today is a gift. That’s 
why they call it the 
Present.

How old were you 
when you had your first 
paying job?
I was 15, I worked as 
an employee in a tea 
shop, making various 
tea and coffee drinks 
and running the cash 
register.

What motivates 
you to get out 
of bed in the 
morning?
I look forward to 
learning something 
new and to find 
ways to improve 
society each and 
every day. Oh also, 
my cat would wake 
me up begging for 
food.

Tell us about an 
accomplishment 
that you consider 
to be the most 
significant in your 
career.
One of the most 
significant things I 
have done as part 
of my career with 
ExxonMobil is to 
be on the project to 
build a new olefins 
plant in Baytown. 

On this project I was 
able to design systems 
that I would eventually 
see come to life when 
the plant started up. It 
was very satisfying and 
encouraging to see a 
project from inception to 
realization. 

What inspires you?
I am inspired to find 
ways to improve 
society each and every 
day, through more 
sustainability efforts 
and technological 
improvements.

What are your hobbies?
As someone who 
loves food, one of my 

hobbies is cooking and 
creating tasty dishes 
from all cuisines. I 
also am interested in 
photography and love 
to take candid, street 
photography as well as 
food photography. On 
the athletic side, I enjoy 
playing tennis, cycling, 
and rock climbing.

Favorites: 
Book: Ender’s Game
Movie: Inception
TV Show: Breaking Bad
Music Genre: Acoustic/
Indie Rock
Sports Team: Dallas 
Mavericks

Matt Pribadi
The Baytown Sun
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Occupation: 
• Full-time professor at 
Lee College 

Family: 
• Single dad with two 
kids, a daughter, 8, and a 
son, 6.

Education: 
• Texas Tech University: 
Bachelor of Arts (BA, 
2006)—double major in 
English and Spanish
• Texas Tech University: 
Master of Arts (MA, 
2008) —specialization in 
English with a minor in 
film
• Indiana University: 
Doctor of Philosophy 
(PhD, 2019) —degree 
in communication and 
culture with areas of 
focus in film studies, 
Latinx studies, and Latin 
American and Caribbean 
Studies

Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
• I don’t have any 
community achievements, 
but I won several 
fellowships that supported 
my dissertation research. 
I’m pretty proud of 
having won two graduate 
student teaching awards 
at Indiana University. I’m 
also quite proud that my 
short experimental film, 
Recuerdos impresos/
Printed Memories 
(16mm), won the Best 
Experimental Short at the 
2016 Toronto Short Film 
Festival. 

Quote to live by: 
• “Nunca te rindas,” which 
translates to “never give 
up” or “don’t give up.” 

Can you name a person 
who has had a tremendous 
impact on you as a leader?  
• Two people who had 
a tremendous impact 
on me are Dr. Gregory 

Waller and Dr. Michael T. 
Martin. Dr. Waller chaired 
my dissertation, while Dr. 
Martin was a committee 
member. Both of them 
never gave up on me. 
They believed in me even 
when I had little faith in 
myself.  

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every 
leader should possess?
• Compassion. I always 
believed good leaders 
demonstrated compassion. 
The pandemic and winter 
weather storm solidified 
my belief. The reason 
is that some of my 
students lost loved ones. 
Others were homeless. 
I couldn’t lead students 
to success without being 
compassionate of their 
physical, mental, and 
emotional needs. 

What was a hardship that 
you had to face, and how 
did you overcome it?
• The worst hardship I 
have thus far experienced 
was completing my 
doctorate. I frequently 
questioned whether I was 
smart enough to be in 
graduate school. I also 
questioned my scholarly 
abilities. All of this self-
doubt led me to want to 
quit the program, and so 
many times, I almost did. 

Certainly, a strong support 
network helped me 
overcome my self-doubt. 
In fact, I wouldn’t have 
received my PhD without 
them. But two pieces of 
advice got me through 
graduate school. The first 
piece of advice is: It is 
not always the smartest 
who graduate with their 
PhD but those who 
survive. The second is: A 
completed dissertation is a 
good dissertation. 

I often tell students these 
two pieces of advice 
because completing a 
semester of college is 
challenging, especially 
during a pandemic and 
after a winter weather 
storm. 

What are you known for?
• I wouldn’t say I’m 
known for anything. But 
in thinking about this 
question, I would like to 
be known for supporting 
and celebrating the value 
of a community college 
education.

When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to be 
noticed or fly under the 
radar?
• I’m definitely a fly-
under-the-radar type of 
person. I attribute this fly-
under-the-radar attribute 
to my parents. They don’t 
have a commanding 
presence, but they work 
hard. This strong work 
ethic has less to do about 
being recognized and 
more to do with them 
enjoying their jobs. I 
model them. 

What is your morning 
routine like?
• I wish I had some 
profound morning routine, 
but I don’t. I get up, drink 
water, and begin my day. 
Sometimes that entails 

answering emails, writing, 
reading, or watching a 
movie or TV show. 

What slogan would you 
put on your own T-shirt? 
• “Nunca te rindas,” which 
translates to “never give 
up” or “don’t give up.” I 
actually have this saying 
tattooed on my arm. 

How old were you when 
you had your first paying 
job?
• I held my first paying 
job at 16. I worked as 
a cashier at Fiesta. I’m 
actually proud that I 
worked in retail and the 
service industry and 
did landscaping. My 
working-class roots are 
fundamental to who I am. 

What motivates you to get 
out of bed in the morning?
• It is easy to say that 
providing for my family 
is why I get out of bed. 
But I have personal and 
professional goals that 
keep me motivated. These 
personal and professional 
goals range from 
improving my cooking 
skills and breaking 90 
in golf to writing and 
working on film projects.

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
• The most significant 
accomplishment of my 
life is receiving my 
doctorate. There are 
two reasons: (1) I’m the 
only one in my family 
to receive two advanced 
degrees (MA and PhD); 
and (2) I struggled to 
complete my doctorate.  

What inspires you?
• First and foremost, I 
strive to be a good father. 
My efforts to be a good 
father also inspire me to 

be a better educator and 
social justice activist. 

What are your hobbies?
• I play golf and cook, 
but the jury is still out 
on whether I’m any 
good at them. Given 
my profession, I read a 
bunch and watch a lot of 
films and TV shows. I 
wouldn’t quite call this a 
hobby, but I enjoy making 
experimental 16mm and 
Super 8mm movies. My 
current experimental 
project explores the 
materiality of border 
bridges. 

Favorites: 
Book: The Brief and 
Wonderous Life of Oscar 
Wao (Díaz, 2007), Song 
of Fire and Ice (Martin, 
1996 - present), and 
The Watchmen (Moore, 

Gibbons, Higgins, 1986 - 
1987)
Movie: The Iron Giant 
(Bird, 1999), Eternal 
Sunshine of the Spotless 
Mind (Gondry, 2014), and 
Roma (Cuarón, 2018)
TV Show: Queen of the 
South (2016 - 2021), 
Game of Thrones (2011 - 
2019), Big Bang Theory 
(2007 - 2019)
Music Genre: Indie and 
folk rock
Sports Team: Cowboys, 
Astros, Spurs

Any other information 
you would like us to 
know?
• First-generation 
Mexican American, son 
of a Mexican immigrant, 
bilingual, and originally 
from Laredo, Texas. 

Dr. Javier Ramirez
The Baytown Sun
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Senior Outcomes Analyst at 
Houston Methodist Baytown 
Hospital, Adjunct Professor 
at University of Houston, 
Cycle Instructor 

Family: I have three amazing 
sisters, scattered all over the 
country with two loving 
parents. I’m also a Cat Mom 
to Driver and Scooter Rose. 
I am grateful for my large 
group of friends and my 
work family. 

Education: I got my 
BA in Psychology from 
Hanover College; MSW 
from Indiana University 
(Indiana University, Purdue 
University, Indianapolis 
[IUPUI]); and then my 
Doctorate in Social Work 
from the University of 
Houston – which is what 
brought me to Texas. 

Community & Professional 
Achievements: While I am 
blessed to have meaningful 
work that keeps me busy 
and engaged, I do adjunct 
work at the University of 
Houston and recently joined 
a Cyclebar Studio. Also, 
I’m Interim Secretary and 
member of the Editorial 
Board for the Right to Peace 
Foundation (https://www.
theright2peace.org/), with a 
mission to recognize peace 
as a universal human right 
for all.  

Quote to live by: “If you 
don’t have time to do the job 
right the first time, then you 
will have time to do it again.” 

Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader? I saved 
this question until last as 
there are so many individuals 
to who have contributed to 
the success I have today. 
First, my family and their 
unyielding support. Second, 
there was Dr. Achenbaum 
who took a chance on me 

during my doctorate work 
and believed in me; even 
when I struggled to believe 
in myself. Drs. Christopher 
Hobday, Alfredo Gei, 
and Carol Robazetti, who 
brought me into Houston 
Methodist as a student, 
pouring time and attention 
to my success, presenting 
me opportunities for growth. 
Dr. Stephen Jones and Lisa 
Kiehne who offered me 
my first full-time position 
after completion of school. 
Lisa, especially, as I knew 
very little about the business 
side of healthcare and she 
was very transparent. Then 
most recently my current 
boss Becky Chalupa, 
Jennifer Vera, and my work 
partner Dr. Kathy Arthurs 
(really, all the wonderful 
folks at Houston Methodist 
Baytown who everyday 
make it #BetterinBaytown). 
Overall, these individuals 
were mentors to me as they 
did not view me or others 
as a threat, but as a team 
member who could help get 
the job done. With the focus 
on healthcare and the serious 
nature of this discipline, 
they all also believed in 
finding joy to make the 
work agreeable. Again, I 
have been very lucky to 
have all these extraordinary 
individuals on my team at 
one point in my career, but I 
also think I found individuals 
of strong minds and kind 

hearts and I will continue 
to do my best to honor their 
legacies. 

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every leader 
should possess?
I have two – accountability 
and empathy.
I have had the pleasure 
of working under several 
remarkable leaders (see 
previous). They all have 
these two traits in spades as 
the buck always stops with 
them and they care about 
those in their charge. 

What was a hardship that 
you had to face, and how did 
you overcome it?
I still suffer from learning 
disabilities and this was 
especially challenging 
growing up in rural Indiana 
within a community of 
limited resources. Luckily, 
my teachers had empathy 
(great leaders need it) and 
encouraged me not to give 
up. Also, my parents put 
me in as many activities as 
possible to socialize me and 
made sure I was committed 
to focus on reading as many 
books as possible and to be 
a lifelong learner. However, 
there were always people 
who said, “maybe college 
isn’t for you,” (which is 
crushing as I knew I wanted 
to either be a doctor or a 
teacher – tip, get a PhD and 
you’re both). You just have 
to figure out that sometimes, 
not everyone is looking out 
for you and to find others 
who bring out your best. 

What are you known for?
Not being good in a crisis 
– I hate procrastination. I 
know so many successful 
people who thrive under this 
pressure, but I am not one 
of them. I think this stems 
from my early struggles 
with education, especially 
writing. I knew that after I 
wrote something, at least 

two other people needed to 
fix my grammar and help 
with sentence structure (the 
first one would get burnout). 
This meant I had to work 
ahead. I also need a roadmap 
or a plan to be the most 
successful. I like to start at 
the end and work my way 
back. A crisis doesn’t lend 
time for a roadmap – so, this 
past year with all the ups and 
downs has greatly increased 
my resilience as I’m still 
standing. 

When you walk into a room, 
do you prefer to be noticed or 
fly under the radar?
Under the radar – this is 
changed as I have gotten 
older. Now, I think I have 
done enough to garner 
positive attention and 
accolades that I’m happy to 
let others shine. I’m tired, 
I just want to sit down and 
chat with people I care about. 

What is your morning 
routine like?
I’m a morning person and 
greatly enjoy starting my 
day with a cycle class before 
dawn. As I am getting closer 
to 40 by the minute, I also 
need to do some mobility/
pilates/yoga in the morning 
to protect my joints. I tend 
to eat the same meals each 
day because I enjoy them, it 
saves me time, and I don’t 
have to guess how much I’m 
consuming (expect snacks, 
snacks can at times be a free 
for all). So, after my work 
out, it’s the What a Day 
podcast while I prep my 
oatmeal and shower. Expect 
Mondays; Mondays it is 
the Middle of Somewhere 
podcast as I like to begin the 
work week with humor and 
good story telling. 

What slogan would you put 
on your own T-shirt? 
Keep growing

How old were you when you 
had your first paying job? 
15 – lifeguard at the local 
community pool. 

What motivates you to get 
out of bed in the morning?
Luckily, I am a morning 
person, but so are my cats. If 
I’m not out of bed in a timely 
fashion they start to look at 
me as if I’m their next meal – 
even on the weekends… 

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
The easiest one is achieving 
my PhD, but the truth is 
leaving home.
I’m very close to my parent 
and lived with them until I 
left for Houston to get my 
doctorate. It could have been 
very easy to stay there; I was 
offered a job after my MSW 
degree or I could have gotten 
my doctorate at the same 
school as my MSW. It would 
have been a comfortable life. 
However, it wasn’t what I 
wanted, and I knew that in 
order to get it, I had to leave. 
It was an exciting, yet scary 
and pivotal moment in my 
life. I’m so grateful I choose 
the road less travelled. 

What inspires you?
My family, especially my 
mother. Like me, my mother 
is one out of four daughters 
and like me, she made 
the hard choice to follow 
her dreams. She not only 
wanted to go to college but 
wanted to study art during 

a time when most women 
couldn’t do either. To gain 
support of this dream, she 
consistently did projects, 
showing how talented she is 
and how happy it made her. 
She continues to be one of 
the most talented individuals 
I know and I’m so proud to 
have her art in my home. 
Somehow, she was able to 
balance having a career and 
four daughters who all still 
get along. 

What are your hobbies?
Indoor cycling, wine tasting, 
hiking, reading, listening to 
true crime, standup comedy, 
long chats with my sisters 
(mostly about the other 
sisters)

Favorites: 
Book: Pride and Prejudice; 
Bridget Jones’s Diary  
Movie: The Princess Bride
TV Show: MTV’s The 
Challenge (I have seen 
all 36 seasons plus am 
strongly enjoying the new 
OG season) and the recent 
addition of Ted Lasso
Music Genre: All of them; 
my music is very eclectic as 
I enjoy anything from Paul 
Simon to Britney Spears to 
Kendrick Lamar to Show 
Tunes (and all that jazz). 
Sports Team: Team Jaguar 
in Formula E and Team Red 
Bull in Formula 1

Alexis Rose, Ph.D.

Kathy Arthurs and Alexis Rose, N.P.
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ExxonMobil Refinery 
HSK Reliability Lead

Family: My amazing 
husband William and our 
sweet cat Madame Curie

Education: B.S. Chemical 
and Biomolecular 
Engineering at Georgia 
Institute of  Technology 

Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
President of  Baytown 
Habitat for Humanity 
Board of  Directors

Quote to live by: “Everybody 
can be great because anybody 
can serve.  You don’t have to 
have a college degree to serve.  
You don’t have to make your 
subject and your verb agree 
to serve…. You don’t have to 
know the second theory of  
thermodynamics in physics 
to serve.  You only need a 
heart full of  grace.  A soul 
generated by love.” 
- Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Can you name a person who 
has had a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader?  
The people that have had 
the biggest impact on me 
have been my teachers over 
the years. From my fifth 
grade teacher Mr. Ferrante 
to my 11th grade teacher Mr. 
Thompson to my favorite 
professor Dr. Cressler in 
college, my teachers have 
always been the ones who 
believed in me, encouraged 
me to pursue my dreams, and 
pushed me to grow. 

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every 
leader should possess? 
Credibility. I admire leaders 

who are open and honest 
and follow through on 
their commitments. That is 
how respect and loyalty are 
earned. 

What was a hardship that 
you had to face, and how did 
you overcome it? Like many 
people, I have struggled 
with depression. While I 
am hesitant to say that it’s 
something I will ever truly 
overcome, I do feel that I 
have reached a place where I 
am able to manage it rather 
than let it manage me, and 
that feels like a win! I am 
grateful for the support 
I have received from my 
friends, family, and doctors 
over the years and proud of  
my persistence in seeking 
help.

What are you known for? 
My love for National Parks. 
My husband and I want to 
visit all of  them someday- 
we recently spent our 
honeymoon in one!

What is your morning 
routine like? Hitting snooze 
one too many times, and 
lots of  coffee. I am not a 
morning person!

What slogan would you 

put on your own T-shirt? 
Onwards and upwards!
 
How old were you when 
you had your first paying 
job? Does babysitting count? 
If  not, at 19 I worked in a 
university lab experimenting 
with drug delivery.
 
Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life. 
Last year my best friend 
Brittany and I ran a marathon 
together. I never thought it 
was possible, but we trained 
for months and months and 
pushed each other to reach 
our goal. It was an amazing 
feeling crossing the finish 
line, and it made me feel like I 
could do anything!

What inspires you? My mom. 
She is the strongest, most 
resilient person I know. She 
is wise, beautiful, big-hearted, 
and everything I could ever 
hope to be someday.

What are your hobbies? 
Running, cycling, and hiking
 
Favorites:
Book: Bossypants by Tina 
Fey
Movie: In a World...
TV Show: Veep
Music Genre: Folk Rock
Sports Team: Chicago Cubs
 
Any other information you 
would like us to know? 
If  you shop on Amazon, 
there is a really easy way to 
support Baytown Habitat 
for Humanity. Go to smile.
amazon.com, select us as 
your charity of  choice, and 
1% of  every purchase you 
make will be donated!

Lara Tucci Arsola

 

BHfH Board President Lara Arsola invited her family and friends to the worksite to build 
bird house door prizes for an upcoming Habitat Opening Doors Volunteer Event. From left 
Lara and William Arsola, Alexandra Tucci, Seth Gray, Kate and Stephen Mokulis.  

Congratulations to  
Lara Arsola 

BHfH Board President  
After a year as secretary and a year as vice president, Lara is    
currently serving as the board president. Lara is helping us navigate 
the impacts of COVID-19, while committed to our mission of  
empowering low-income families to become financially stable 
through homeownership. 
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Occupation: Mentor, 
Motivator, Support Giver, 
and Coach

Title: Principal 
Disciplinary Alternative 
Education Program,
Barbers Hill ISD

Family:
Wife - Kausha Thomas
Children - Jaylon, Jacie, 
and Jada Thomas
Parents - Hank & Wonda 
Thomas

Education: 
University of Houston: 
Bachelor of Business 
Administration
Lamar University: 
Master of Education in 
Administration

Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
Founder- Thomas 
Institute of Excellence 
(TIE) Program
Bay Area Homeless 
Shelter Junior Board 
Member
Kappa Alpha Psi 
Fraternity, Inc.
Hallmark of Excellence 
Award Recipient
Keynote Speaker Father/
Son Event for Mt. Rose 
Missionary Baptist 
Church
AMBC Youth Ministry 
Keynote Speaker

Quote to live by: 
“I’d rather die 
ENORMOUS, 
than live dormant!”          

- Jay-Z

Can you name a 
person who has had a 
tremendous impact on 
you as a leader?  
The person that gave 
me a chance to be an 
educational leader is Gary 
Guy.  He believed in me 
when others overlooked 
me or didn’t see my 
potential for growth.  

When I made mistakes or 
needed clarification, he 
always corrected me and 
did it with the intention 
of making me better.  
I had been overlooked for 
positions ... and he knew 
that I was frustrated.  As 
he did in high school, he 
continued to coach me 
up and ensure me that the 
right opportunity would 
open up.  Little did I 
know, that opportunity 
would be right there with 
him.  I had bold ideas 
and he supported and 
encouraged me to be 
creative and innovative.  
Mr. Guy remains a person 
that I seek for advice.  
Without his leadership, 
I wouldn’t be in the 
position I am in today.  
I am forever thankful for 
him. 

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every 
leader should possess?
The ability to effectively 
communicate with 
anyone.

What was a hardship that 
you had to face, and how 
did you overcome it?
The biggest hardship I 
had to face in a leadership 
role was learning that 
everyone wasn’t judged 
by the same standards and 
that I would have to leave 
the district I grew up in to 

prove that I was equipped 
to be an educational 
leader.  Cultivating 
campus culture, being 
a community leader, 
creating mentorship 
programs, organizing out 
of state trips, leading the 
district in accountability 
for three consecutive 
years, sitting on 
committees, and creating 
meaningful relationships 
didn’t seem to be enough 
to get the opportunity 
to even interview for 
principal positions.  
I made the decision to 
finally interview outside 
of the district and landed 
an amazing opportunity 
with Barbers Hill ISD.  
I am grateful that they 
believed in me and 
gave me an opportunity 
to excel and have an 
influence on children’s 
lives.  I overcome this 
hardship by bringing my 
very best every single 
day.  
I owe it to the people 
that believed in me and I 

want to outwork and out-
perform all of those that 
didn’t see the value in my 
skills.

What are you known for?
For being a participative 
leader.

When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to be 
noticed or fly under the 
radar? Noticed!!!

What is your morning 
routine like?
Wake up, brush my 
teeth, shave, cut my 
music on, take a shower, 
get dressed, listen to 
motivational speeches, 
eat breakfast, and then 
head to work.

What slogan would you 
put on your own T-shirt? 
“I’m not afraid of dying, 
I’m afraid of not trying.”
How old were you when 
you had your first paying 
job? 15

What motivates you 
to get out of bed in the 
morning?
My family and the ability 
to help others succeed.
Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life.
At this moment, the 
biggest accomplishments 
are creating the TIE 
Program and being 
hired as a Principal in 
Barbers Hill ISD.  These 
are significant because 
they are the most recent.  
My mindset is always 
to look ahead and find 
ways to improve.  I 
look forward to my 
next accomplishment, 
in whatever form of 
Excellence that might be.

What inspires you?
Anything that makes 
myself or my community 
a better place.  I am also 
inspired by proving the 
people that didn’t believe 
in me completely wrong.

What are your hobbies?
Sports, eating out, 
listening to music, and 
reading.

Favorites -
Book: Hustle Harder 
Hustle Smarter
Movie: As Good As It 
Gets
TV Show: The Wire
Music Genre: Rap/Hip 
Hop
Sports Team: All Things 
Houston

Any other information 
you would like us to 
know?
All of my success is 
because of God, my 
family, my friends, 
Central Heights, The 
Backroom Click, and all 
of those that continue 
to support and pray for 
me.  I hope that I make 
my community proud 
and that I have inspired 
students along the way.

Heron Rechard Thomas

The TIE Program had the opportunity to attend a University of Houston Men’s Basketball game and afterwards 
was able to meet with Quentin Grimes, who has recently decided to enter the NBA Draft after leading UH to the 
Final 4.  Coach Thomas is a proud UH Alumni.
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Occupation: Recruiter, 
Lee College Center for 
Workforce 

Family: James Taylor – 
Husband
Alexus, Shannon, Ivy, 
and Micah Taylor – 
Daughters 

Education: Robert E. Lee 
High School 
Texas State University 

Community & Professional 
Achievements: 
Contributor to the 
Roberta Burton Roberson 
Perseverance Scholarship 
for non-credit industrial 
students. Recruited and 
enrolled over 1,000 
students into non-credit 
industrial programs.

Quote to live by: 
“Be on guard. Stand 
firm in the faith. Be 
courageous. Be strong.” 

 – 1 Corinthians 16:13

Can you name a 
person who has had 
a tremendous impact 
on you as a leader? 
Melanie Brooks, my first 
supervisor, saw the leader 
in me at only the age of 
16. She entrusted me, the 
youngest employee, to 
keep business flowing in 
her absence. She showed 
me the importance of 
punctuality, structure, 
and transparency. Her 
transparency and at 
times, brutal honesty, 
resonated with me as a 
leader. Although, I’ve 
grown tremendously 
as an administrative 
professional in my time 
with Lee College, my 
confidence and sense of 
leadership bloomed from 
Melanie Brooks. 

What is one characteristic 
that you believe every 
leader should possess? 

Inspiration. Anyone can 
show up to work every 
day and make a living. 
Anyone in a supervisory 
position, can manage 
to keep the building 
standing. True leaders 
inspire their teams in a 
way that encourages them 
to want to work towards 
their collective vision and 
do whatever it takes to 
achieve it. 

What was a hardship that 
you had to face, and how 
did you overcome it? 
Over the course of two 
years, my family suffered 
many losses including 
the loss of my aunt, 
Sarvannah and cousin, 
Rena. I hadn’t felt a hurt 
in such a way in over 20 
years. I’m not certain that 
I will ever “overcome” 
it, but with a family that 
prays in the way that 
mine does, I will continue 
to strive.

What are you known 
for? Playful sarcasm and 
my ability to adapt and 
relate. My students and 
coworkers often say that 
I make them feel like 
they’re not alone or crazy 
to feel the way that they 
feel. I believe that my 
ability to relate to anyone, 
from any background, 
has been the driving force 
behind my success in 

recruitment.
When you walk into a 
room, do you prefer to 
be noticed or fly under 
the radar? I prefer to fly 
under the radar. Always 
study the room first 
before speaking. 

What is your morning 
routine like? Each 
morning I begin my day 
with prayer. After, I take 
my older daughters to 
school, have my coffee 
and start working on my 
to-do or follow up list for 
the day, while awaiting 
the moment when my 
youngest daughter will 
jump in during my 
WebEx meeting and 
demand pancakes. 

What slogan would you 
put on your own T-shirt? 
Every day, that ends 
in day, breeds a new 
opportunity.

How old were you when 
you had your first paying 
job? 16

What motivates you 
to get out of bed in the 
morning? My daughters. 
Everything that I do is for 
their benefit. 

Tell us about an 
accomplishment that you 
consider to be the most 
significant in your life. 
Being a mother and wife 
of a husband who I’ve 
been in a relationship 
with for over 15 years. 
Most people in my age 
group don’t share my 
experience. I am blessed 
and grateful for the 
family that I have. 

What inspires you? 
Genuinely kind hearted 
people. This world is so 
competitive that it’s rare 
to come across people 
who are genuinely kind 

and want to see others 
succeed. They are true 
gems. 
What are your hobbies? 
Painting, singing, 
spending time with my 
family. 

Favorites: 
Book: Every Day a 
Friday
Movie: Sweet November
TV Show: Martin 
and Everybody Loves 
Raymond 

Music Genre: I love all 
music
Sports Team: Dallas 
Cowboys!

Meia Taylor

Jahnea Palfrey, Tainisha Arvie and Meia Taylor celebrating Red Hat Day.

Meia Taylor and Moises Aviles, a welding graduate

The Baytown Sun


