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Women and the Vote: Texas and the US
A struggle to remember
By Robert L. Schaadt, Special to The Baytown Sun
Texas Historian and Archivist

What’s Past is Prologue
Women who owned property had the right to vote in
several of the pre-revolutionary colonies. In 1647 voters
included Margaret Brent of the Maryland colony, Deborah
Moody in the New Netherlands in 1655 and Lydia Taft in
1756 was credited with being the first woman to legally vote
in the British colonies of the New World.
Taft voted in town meetings in Uxbridge, Massachusetts.
1777 Women lost the right to vote in the state of New York.
1780 Women lost the right to vote in Massachusetts.
1784 Women lost the right to vote in New Hampshire.

1792–1838 Free black males lost the vote in Pennsylvania
and in New Jersey
1790 New Jersey granted the vote to all free inhabitants
including women.
1807 Women lose the right to vote in New Jersey, the last
state to revoke the right.
1838 Kentucky passed the first statewide limited woman
suffrage law that allowed female heads of household in rural
areas to vote in tax elections and for members of the county
common school local boards.

1848 The Seneca Falls Convention, considered the first U.S.
women’s rights convention, was held in Seneca Falls, New
York. Elizabeth Cady Stanton proposed women’s suffrage
and after an impassioned argument from Frederick Douglass,
the convention agreed to the adoption of the Declaration
of Sentiments. Attended by nearly 300 women and men,
the convention was designed to discuss the social, civil, and
religious rights of women. Signed by sixty-eight women and
thirty-two men, the declaration “Resolved, That it is the
duty of the women of this country to secure to themselves
their sacred right to the elective franchise” along with eleven
other sentiments. Conveners Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth
Cady Stanton became key early leaders in the U.S. women’s

1787 The U.S. Constitutional Convention granted the states
the power to set voting requirements. Women in all states
except New Jersey lost the right to vote. States often limited
the right to vote to property-owning and/or tax-paying
white males.

Postcards courtesy of the University of Northern Iowa

Library of Virginia

19th Amendment 100 Years

suffrage movement. Mott’s support of women’s suffrage
stemmed from a summer spent with the Seneca Nation
where women had significant political power, including the
right to choose and remove chiefs and veto acts of war
1849 Amelia Bloomer attended
the convention, and became so
inspired, that she established a
Seneca Falls newspaper The Lily:
A Ladies’ Journal, devoted to
Temperance and Literature. She
wrote that The Lily was “a needed
instrument to spread abroad the
truth of a new gospel to woman.”
Part of that gospel including
Bloomers named after
universal suffrage was a new style
Amelia Bloomer,
of comfortable dress, a way to National park Service
“physically and spiritually free
women of the cumbersome hoop.” Bloomers, actually manlike trousers underneath a shorter-than-fashionable skirt, fit
“The Move Toward Rational Dress.” Critics charged that the
women were unsexing themselves, costuming themselves as
men, forgetting their femininity. Bloomer continued to wear
her bloomers for six or eight years, even as others gave up
the fashion. She did not invent that dress style, but she gave
it her surname due to all of her publicity work.
1850 The first National Woman’s Rights Convention,
in Worcester, Massachusetts, attracted more than 1,000
participants from eleven states.
1853 Suffragists held a meeting in the Broadway Tabernacle
during the New York City World’s Fair.
1861–1865 Most suffragists focus on the war effort during
the Civil War, volunteering in many activities including
medical service in the army.
1866 Susan B. Anthony and
Elizabeth
Cady
Stanton
established the American Equal
Rights Association, working for
suffrage for both women and
African Americans. A “Petition
for Universal Suffrage” called for a
national constitutional amendment
to “prohibit the several states
from disenfranchising any of
their citizens on the ground of Susan B. Anthony and
sex”. The campaign was the first Elizabeth Cady Stanton,
National Archives
national petition drive to feature
women’s suffrage.
1866 Margaretta Forten and Harriet Forten Purvis helped
to found the Philadelphia Suffrage Association dedicated to
equal rights and suffrage for black women and men. Since
1848 notable African-American suffragists such as Mary
Church Terrell, Sojourner Truth, Frances Ellen Watkins
Harper, Fannie Barrier Williams, and Ida B. Wells-Barnett
advocated for suffrage in tandem with civil rights for
African-Americans.
1867 Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and
Lucy Stone address the New York State Constitutional
Convention requesting that the revised constitution include
woman suffrage. Their efforts fail.
1867 Kansas holds a state referendum on whether to
enfranchise women and/or black males. Lucy Stone, Susan
B. Anthony, and Elizabeth Cady Stanton traverse the state
speaking in favor of women’s suffrage. Both women’s and
black male suffrage is voted down.
1868 The Fourteenth Amendment, the equal protection
amendment, to the U.S. Constitution was adopted and
ratified, defining citizenship, and in Section 2 the right of
every male to vote in federal elections. Susan B. Anthony
and Elizabeth Cady Stanton oppose the amendment. Many
of their former allies in the abolitionist movement, including
Lucy Stone, supported the amendment. During the Texas
Constitutional Convention of 1868-1869, Burleson County
Representative Titus H. Mundine proposed that the voting
franchise include qualified persons without distinction of
sex. Mundine was the first house member to introduce
women’s suffrage in Texas. The state affairs committee
approved his proposal.

law giving women the right to vote and to speak before both
houses. Relocating to Iowa, Amelia Bloomer organized that
state’s first suffrage society and supported a legal code that
ended the distinction between male and female property
rights. From Iowa Bloomer exercised her First Amendment
right to petition the government for a redress of grievances,
a petition of one. A new tactic was born in the fight for
suffrage.
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1880 New York state grants school suffrage to women. In
Texas the members of Woman’s Christian Temperance
Union worked at the grassroots level on temperance,
prohibition and suffrage. The WCTU included a division
that advocated black suffrage. During the decade, Jenny
Bland Beauchamp and Mariana Thompson Folson, officers
of the Temperance Union and the American Woman
Suffrage Association, traveled Texas speaking for the cause
and writing newspaper articles.

1871 The Anti-Suffrage Society was formed in New York.
1872 A suffrage proposal before the Dakota Territory
legislature lost by one vote.
1872 Along with fourteen other women, Susan B. Anthony
registered and voted in Rochester, New York, arguing that
the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution gave
her that right. Victoria Woodhull was the first female to run
for President of the United States, nominated by the Equal
Rights Party, with a platform supporting women’s suffrage
and equal rights.

“The greatest judicial outrage history has ever recorded.”

Susan B. Anthony

1873 Susan B. Anthony was arrested, indicted, tried and
convicted in federal court for voting illegally in 1872. Anthony
never paid the $100 fine for voting. Repeatedly ignoring
the judge’s order to stop talking and sit down, Anthony
protested what she called “this high-handed outrage upon
my citizen’s rights”, saying, “you have trampled under foot
every vital principle of our government. My natural rights,
my civil rights, my political rights, my judicial rights, are all
alike ignored.”
1873 Suffragettes demonstrated at the Boston Tea Party
Centennial Celebration.
1875 During the Texas Constitutional Convention of
1875 two resolutions for the enfranchisement of women
were introduced. Both were referred to the committee on
suffrage, but neither was reported out of committee. In the
case of Minor v. Happersett, the U.S. Supreme Court rules
that the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
does not grant women the right to vote.
1874 Michigan voted down a women’s suffrage referendum.
1875 Michigan and Minnesota women win the right to vote
in school elections.
“The history of mankind is a history of repeated injuries and
usurpations on the part of man toward woman, having in direct object
the establishment of an absolute tyranny over her.”
Amelia Bloomer
1878 U.S. Senator Aaron A. Sargent of California introduced
the first federal amendment to grant women the right to
vote, known as the Anthony amendment. It laid the basis
for the Nineteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
Amelia Bloomer of Council Bluffs, Iowa petitioned the 45th
Congress for relief from the burden of taxation or for the
“removal of her political disabilities.”

1882 The U.S. House and Senate both appointed committees
on women’s suffrage, which both reported favorably.
1883 Women in the Washington territory are granted full
voting rights.
1884 The U.S. House of Representatives debated women’s
suffrage.
1886 The suffrage amendment is defeated two to one in the
U.S. Senate.
1887 The Edmunds–Tucker Act rescinded the right to vote
for Utah women in order to suppress the Mormon vote in
the Utah territory.
1887 The Supreme Court struck down the law that
enfranchised women in the Washington territory.
1887 Kansas women won the right to vote in municipal
elections.
1887 Rhode Island became the first eastern state to vote on
a women’s suffrage referendum, but it is defeated.
1887 Citizenship was granted to Native Americans who are
willing to disassociate themselves from their tribe by the
Dawes Act, making those males technically eligible to vote.
1888–1889 Wyoming insisted that if it becomes a state, they
are able to maintain their universal suffrage. An amendment
passed the U.S. House of Representatives calling for limited
national suffrage for spinsters or widows who owned
property.
1890 The National Woman Suffrage Association and the
American Woman Suffrage Association merged to form the
National American Woman Suffrage Association, electing
Elizabeth Cady Stanton as its President. American women
for the most part were indifferent about suffrage.
1890 South Dakota legislators voted down the women’s
vote, but Wyoming became the first state that granted full
suffrage to women.
1893 After joining the NAWSA, Rebecca Henry Hays of
Galveston organized the first statewide suffrage association
in Texas. NAWSA appointed Hays as the new national vice
president representing Texas. Additionally the Texas Equal
Rights Association organized in Dallas that May. Colorado
men voted for women’s suffrage in school board elections.
1894 Despite 600,000 signatures, a petition for women’s
suffrage was ignored in New York.

Republican, and Populist Party platforms
1895 The New York State Association Opposed to Woman
Suffrage opens its doors. The National American Woman
Suffrage Association dissociated itself from Elizabeth Cady
Stanton’s The Woman’s Bible, a critique of Christianity.
In Texas a bill to expand the vote to women died in the
Constitutional Amendments Committee. Elizabeth Good
Houston, the wife of Andrew Jackson Houston, was elected
president of Texas NAWSA in Dallas.
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1869 The territory of Wyoming is the first to grant
unrestricted suffrage to women. The Texas Constitutional
Convention rejected the right to vote for women, voting
fifty-two to thirteen against, deeming it “unwomanly.”
1869 The National Woman Suffrage Association and
the American Woman Suffrage Association become the
two leading groups. Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan
B. Anthony, after accusing abolitionist and Republican
supporters of emphasizing black civil rights at the expense
of women’s rights, organized the NWSA. Lucy Stone, Julia
Ward Howe, and Thomas W. Higginson formed the AWSA.
The AWSA protested the NWSA’s confrontational tactics
and tied itself to the Republican Party while concentrating
solely on securing the vote for women and blacks state by
state. Elizabeth Cady Stanton was the first president of the
National Woman Suffrage Association. Julia Ward Howe
was the first president of the American Woman Suffrage
Association.
1870 The Utah Territory granted suffrage to women.
1871 Victoria Woodhull spoke to the Judiciary Committee
of the U.S. House of Representatives Judiciary Committee,
arguing that women have the right to vote under the
Fourteenth Amendment, but the committee does not agree.
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and four other
prominent women leaders addressed a petition to the Senate
and House of Representatives, asking Congress to enact a
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1896 Women’s suffrage returns to Utah upon gaining
statehood.
1896 Idaho grants women suffrage.
1897 The National American Woman Suffrage Association
begins publishing the National Suffrage Bulletin, edited by
Carrie Chapman Catt.

Texas Places of Women’s Suffrage: Fair Park
1913-1917 During the Texas State Fair at Fair Park in Dallas,
the fair featured a “Suffrage Day” when local suffragists
would gather and promote women’s voting rights. The
women’s congress had over 300 members.
1913 Kate Gordon organized the Southern States Woman
Suffrage Conference, where suffragists plan to lobby state
legislatures for laws that will enfranchise white women only.
Except for Texas, southern states tended to be negative
towards the cause.
1913 The Senate voted on a women’s suffrage amendment,
but it does not pass.

1902 Women from ten nations met in Washington, D.C. to
plan an international effort for suffrage. Clara Barton was
among the speakers. Houstonian Annette Finnigan served
on the executive committee of the NAWSA. In cooperation
with NAWSA leaders to further woman suffrage in Texas,
Finnigan and her sisters, Elizabeth Finnigan and Katherine
Finnigan Anderson organized the Equal Suffrage League of
Houston in February 1903.
1914 Nevada grants women suffrage. Montana grants women
suffrage. In 1911 Jess Baker of Granbury once again raised
1902 The New Hampshire men vote down a women’s the suffrage question in the Texas House. His resolution
suffrage referendum.
to enfranchise women was referred to the Constitutional
Amendments Committee, which recommended that it not
1904 Because Carrie Chapman Catt must attend to her pass. Two years later T. H. McGregor of Austin introduced
dying husband, Rev. Dr. Anna Howard Shaw takes over as a similar resolution in the Texas Senate. This resolution
president of the NAWSA.
received a favorable committee report but was rejected by a
vote of nineteen to eight.
1906 Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s daughter, Harriot Stanton
Blatch, returns from England and forms the Equality League 1915 The opponents of women’s enfranchisement organized
of Self Supporting Women with a membership based on the Texas Association Opposed to Woman Suffrage.
professional and industrial working women. The league They distributed large amounts of literature but did little
initiated the practice of holding suffrage parades.
organizing throughout the state. Pauline Kleiber Wells of
1907 Jess A. Baker of Granbury introduced a joint resolution
in the Texas House of Representatives for women’s
enfranchisement. At a hearing on February 21, sculptor
Elisabet Ney, state WCTU president Helen M. Stoddard,
former TERA leader Mary Alice McFadin McAnulty, and
several other women spoke on its behalf. Nothing happened.
1908 The first suffrage march in the United States was held
in Oakland, California on August 27, co-led by Johanna
Pinther of San Francisco’s Glen Park, her step-daughterin-law Jeanette Pinther of Noe Valley, San Francisco, and
Lillian Harris Coffin of Marin County, California. Followed
by as many as 300 women, they carried the banner for the
California Equal Suffrage Association hand-sewn and
embroidered by Johanna Pinther. The women marched
nearly a mile along Broadway in Oakland to the site of
the California State Republican Convention to demand
California suffrage be added to the Republican platform slate
since the Democratic and Labor parties had already done
so. California Republicans would not add suffrage until their
next state convention in 1909.

Brownsville led the antisuffragists and addressed the Texas
Senate. In this speech, the first by a woman before the Texas
Senate, she linked women’s voting rights to feminism, sex
antagonism, socialism, anarchy, and Mormonism, and
argued that most women did not want to vote. After her
speech the state legislature defeated a proposed womansuffrage amendment to the state constitution. Similar
to other southern antisuffrage organizations, the Texas
association connected women’s voting with an increase in
the number of black voters, arguing that woman suffrage
could result in domination by the black race in the South.
James E. Ferguson, an unwavering opponent of woman
suffrage, was the Texas Governor during the 1915 and 1917
legislative sessions.
1916 Alice Paul and others separated from the National
American Woman Suffrage
Association and formed the
National Woman’s Party. To
publicize their cause they
sponsored lectures and forums,
conducted debates and essay
contests, maintained booths at
fairs and in department stores,
marched in parades, made
house-to-house canvasses, and
sent letters and petitions to
legislators and congressmen.
They distributed thousands of
Alice Paul,
pamphlets and kept newspapers Library of Congress
supplied with suffrage news.
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posted silent “Sentinels of Liberty,” also known as the Silent
Sentinels, at the White House. The National Woman’s Party
was the first group to picket the White House. In June the
arrests begin. Nearly 500 women were arrested and 168
served jail time. Frustrated with President Woodrow Wilson’s
inaction on woman suffrage, the National Women’s Party
began picketing in front of the White House and peacefully
protesting six days a week, but encountered hostile crowds.
The protesters demonstrated for nearly thirty months
until Congress passed a joint resolution proposing a 19th
amendment on June 4, 1919.
After embarrassing President Woodrow Wilson in front
of a visiting Russian delegation, whose wartime cooperation
he was trying to secure, that the first six suffragists were
arrested. The women were sent to the Occoquan Workhouse
in Virginia and the District Jail in DC. Prison conditions
were awful. In October 1917, Alice Paul and others went
on a hunger strike in protest. In response, the prison guards
restrained and force-fed her through a tube.
In November 1917 the Occoquan superintendent ordered
over forty guards to attack the Silent Sentinels. Battered,
choked, and beaten, some to unconsciousness, the women
described it as the “Night of Terror.” Dozens of women
were arrested, many of whom were jailed and force-fed. The
resulting publicity and public outcry over their treatment is
often credited with compelling President Woodrow Wilson
to support woman suffrage. These women, held on charges
of obstructing traffic, were followed by a long line of U.S.
women imprisoned for suffrage activism. The violence they
faced on the picket line, for holding signs saying Kaiser
Wilson amid rabid anti-German sentiment and in jail, with
forced feedings during hunger strikes, became international
news.
November 14, 1917 The “Night of Terror” occurs at
the Occoquan Workhouse in Virginia, in which suffragist
prisoners are beaten and abused.
1917 The U.S. enters W.W.I. Under the leadership of Carrie
Chapman Catt, the National American Woman Suffrage
Association aligns itself with the war effort in order to gain
support for women’s suffrage.
1917 Arkansas granted women the right to vote in party
primaries, but not in general elections. Rhode Island extended
the right for presidential suffrage to women, and the state
constitutions of New York, Oklahoma, and South Dakota
state fully enfranchised women.

1918 After an appellate court ruled that all the arrests were
illegal, the prison released the jailed suffragists, the “Sentinels
1908 Eliza E. Peterson, noted African American club leader
of Liberty”. Primary suffrage did not require an amendment
from Texarkana, became the national superintendent of
of the Texas state constitution but could be granted by a
WCTU’s Division for blacks. Newspapers reported that
simple legislative act. Texas Governor Hobby called a
Peterson spoke in favor of woman suffrage and temperance
special session in March 1918, and Charles B. Metcalfe
publicly while touring in her national role.
of San Angelo introduced a bill to permit women to vote
in primaries. The only literacy test in Texas voting history
1910 Emma Smith DeVoe organized a grassroots campaign
was successfully inserted and passed as part of the primary
in Washington State, where women win suffrage. Emulating
woman suffrage law. Texas women did not have to pay their
the grassroots tactics of labor activists, the Women’s Political
poll tax that year to vote in the primary; women in towns of
Union organized America’s first large-scale suffrage parade 1916 Woodrow Wilson promises that the Democratic Party more than 10,000 population had to register to vote. The
in New York City.
primary woman suffrage law passed the House eighty-four
Platform will endorse women’s suffrage.
to thirty-four and the Senate eighteen to four. Governor
“Working women recognize your rights, proudly raise your chins and face 1916 Montana voters elected suffragist Jeannette Rankin to Hobby signed the law on March 26, 1918, and Cunningham
the fight. The time of your degradation has passed”
the House of Representatives, the first woman elected to the was presented the gold pen as a gift.
Jovita Idar U.S. Congress.
Pro-Suffrage Cartoon
“Shall we admit them only to a partnership of suffering and sacrifice
1911 California and Washington granted women suffrage.
and toil and not to a partnership of privilege and right?”
Jovita Idar wrote in her family’s Spanish language newspaper, 1917 Beginning in January, the National Woman’s Party
President Woodrow Wilson
La Cronica, “Much has been said and written against the
achieving
the right
feminist movement but despite the But
opposition,
women
in to vote, while ending one phase of the women’s rights movement, set the stage
the offices….”
equally arduous
California can vote on a jury and holdfor
public
Idar process of securing women a measure of power in local and national political
office.
Scholars
have
and her brothers Clemente and Eduardo wrote articles indebated whether the women’s movement underwent fundamental change or
sustained
a number of Spanish language newspapers
in continuity
support ofin the years before and after 1920.11 However, most agree that Rankin and those
Texas women suffrage.
who followed her into Congress during the 1920s faced a herculean task in consolidating their power
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Continued Challenges

and in sustaining legislation that was important to women. Several factors contributed to these

1911 New York City - 3,000 people conditions.
marched for women’s
suffrage.

The Progressive Era, in which several waves of activists moving from the local to national level pursued

1912 Theodore Roosevelt’s Progressive
Partyreforms
included
democratic
within political, social, and cultural contexts, had helped sustain the women’s rights
women’s suffrage in its platform. Sanmovement.
Antonio clubwoman
But the Progressive Era waned after the United States entered World War I. With its
and civic leader Mary Eleanor Brackenridge
an
passing,established
the public enthusiasm
for further efforts decreased, contributing to women’s difficulty in the
Equal Franchise Society in San Antonio.
The
society
held
early 1920s to use their new political gain as an instrument for social change.
frequent meetings, sponsored public lectures, and distributed
large quantities of literature.
Just when women gained the vote, voter participation
1912 Alaska’s territorial legislature, Arizona, Kansas and
Oregon granted women suffrage. Alaska’s legislature was
hoping to attract more females to the territory.

declined nationally. Fewer men and women were
attuned to national political issues that increasingly
were defined by special-interest groups and lobbies.

Image courtesy of the Library of Congress

Women crowd a voting poll in New Y
during elections in 1922. After pass
19th Amendment two years earlier,
political parties scrambled to regist
But a potent voting bloc of women v
which some observers predicted, ne
materialized.

As Carrie Chapman Catt pointed out, in winning the vote, reformers lost the single unifying ca

1913 Alice Paul became the leader of the Congressional
appealed to a broad constituency of women. The amalgam of the other reform causes tended
Union, a militant branch of the NAWSA, and organized the
the women’s rights movement because smaller communities of women were investing their e
Woman’s Suffrage Procession, a parade in Washington, D.C.
across a larger field of competing programs.
on the eve of Woodrow Wilson’s inauguration. The largest
suffrage parade to date was attacked by a mob and hundreds
Women, contrary to the expectations of many on both sides of the
of women were injured. More than 5,000 suffragists from
Image courtesy of the Library of Congress
suffrage debate, did not vote as a single, unified bloc. They split over
around the country paraded down Pennsylvania Avenue
American-born
Nancy
Langhorne
Astor
(Lady
party affiliation, key issues, and the vagaries of parochial politics.
from the U.S. Capitol to the Treasury Building. A selfAstor), left, and Alice Robertson
They also voted in far lower percentages than predicted. Finally, to the
described “militant suffragette,” Helen Keller was one of the
(/People/Listing/R/ROBERTSON,-Alice-Maryconsternation of feminist reformers, they did not vote independently;
participants along with Ida B. Wells. (R000318)/) make an appearance at the
The rowdy, mostly-male crowd watching
the parade pressed
instead, their voting preferences tended to mirror those of the men in
National Press Club in Washington, D.C., in
in on the demonstration, at times leaving
barely
enough
room
their families.
1922. In 1919 Lady Astor became the first
for the marchers to get by. Many women
were
verbally
woman
to serve
as aand
Member of the British
Parliament.
Robertson,
physically assaulted while the police stood
by either
unwillingelected from an
Complicating these factors was the overarching reality that the
Oklahoma
district
to the U.S. House in 1920,
or unable to control the crowd. Outrage over the violence
political culture would take decades to adjust to the enfranchisement
was the
second
woman
resulted in a Congressional investigation
into
the lack
of to serve in Congress.
of women. The expectation was that women would be loyal followers
police protection for the marchers and increased sympathy
under the banner of one or the other major party with men charting
for woman suffrage. The cavalry from
Fort
Myer
eventually
the course. Emily N. Blair, a Missouri suffragist and the vice president of the Democratic National Committee beginning
restored order and the parade continued.
in 1924 observed, “Women were welcome to come in as workers but not as co-makers of the world. For all their
numbers, they seldom rose to positions of responsibility or power. The few who did fitted into the system as they found

1913 The Alaskan Territory granted women suffrage while
Image courtesy of the Li
it. All standards, all methods, all values, continued to be set by men.”12 Catt made a similar assessment, noting that Art courtesy
Congress of
Illinois grants municipal and presidential but not state
the
U.
S.
House of
there was, at least in one sense, continuity between the suffrage struggle and the 1920s: women’s marginalization.
By 1912, rhetoric ag
suffrage to women.
Representatives
She noted that “the unwillingness to give women even a small share of the political positions which would enable them
to score advantage to their ideals” was a condition all too familiar for “any old time suffragist.”13

enfranchisement of
accused suffragists
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1918 The U.S. House passed the Nineteenth Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution with exactly a two-thirds vote
but the Senate defeats the measure by two votes after an
extraordinary address by President Woodrow Wilson in
support of it. By June 1918 there were ninety-eight woman
suffrage organizations in Texas. In El Paso the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) organized. The vice president and local civic
and club leader Maude Sampson held the meeting in her
home on June 12, 1918, to organize the “El Paso Negro
Woman’s Civic and Enfranchisement League.” Across the
state, from June 26 to July 11, 1918, an estimated 386,000
women registered to vote in preparation for the upcoming
Democratic primary on July 27, 1918.
1919 Michigan, Oklahoma, and South Dakota granted
women full suffrage.
1919 The National American Woman Suffrage Association
held its convention in St. Louis, where Carrie Chapman
Catt rallies to transform the association into the League of
Women Voters. The League of Women Voters of Texas, a
nonpartisan political organization, was formed on October
19, 1919, at the St. Anthony Hotel in San Antonio, The first
president was Jessie Daniel Ames of Georgetown, who
served from 1919 to 1923. The LWVT focused its efforts
on educating the newly enfranchised women voters of the
state and published a monthly newspaper, the New Citizen.
In early years the group urged women to pay poll taxes,
conducted citizenship schools, held Get Out the Vote
campaigns, issued a Voter’s Calendar, queried political
candidates and published the results, and printed a booklet
entitled Know Your County. conventions.

Representative Harry Burn, a Republican, had voted to
table the resolution both times. When the vote was held
again, Burn voted yes. The 24-year-old said he supported
women’s suffrage as a moral right, but had voted against it
because he believed his constituents opposed it. In the final
minutes before the vote, he received a note from his mother,
urging him to vote yes. Thanks to Mr. Burn following his
mother’s advice, women could now vote in America.
Upon signing the ratification certificate, the Governor
of Tennessee sent it by registered mail to the U.S. Secretary
of State Bainbridge Colby. Once certified as correct,
Colby signed the Proclamation of the Women’s Suffrage
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution in the presence of his
secretary only.
The same day ratification passed in the General Assembly,
Speaker Walker filed a motion to reconsider. When it became
clear he did not have enough votes to carry the motion,
representatives opposing suffrage boarded a train, fleeing
Nashville for Decatur, Alabama to block the House from
taking action on the reconsideration motion by preventing
a quorum. It did not work. When the House reconvened
to take the final procedural steps that would reaffirm
ratification, Tennessee suffragists seized an opportunity to
taunt the missing anti delegates by sitting at their empty
desks. When ratification was finally confirmed, a suffragist
on the floor of the House rang a miniature Liberty Bell.

The Suffragettes finally win their constitutional right to vote.

August 18, 1920 Tennessee narrowly approved the
Nineteenth Amendment, with fifty of the ninety-nine
members of the Tennessee House of Representatives voting
yes. This provided the final ratification necessary to add the
amendment to the Constitution, making the United States
the twenty-seventh country in the world to give women the
right to vote.
Since Delaware had failed to pass the amendment, only
southern states that were considered to be opposed to the
measure were left. The Tennessee vote was considered a toss
up and if it failed to pass, it appeared that the amendment
would go down in defeat.

Texas Governor William P. Hobby signs.

Her resolve to reject crowd-pleasing personal attacks
and run an issues-focused, League of Women Voters-style
campaign won more praise than votes.

1948 Arizona and New Mexico became the last states to
extend full voting rights to Native Americans, which had
been opposed by some western states in contravention of
the Indian Citizenship Act of 1924.
1952 The race restrictions of the 1790 Naturalization
Law are repealed by the McCarran-Walter Act, giving
first generation Japanese Americans, including women,
citizenship and voting rights.

1920 Florence Sterling, Humble Oil and Refining Company
secretary, a position that she retained until her retirement
in 1925, advocated political equality for women and held
presidential office in a number of organizations that
promoted voting rights and responsibilities for women,
including the Houston Suffrage League, the Women’s
Political League of Houston, the Houston League of Original program for Seneca Falls from 1848
Women Voters, and the Texas Women’s Democratic
courtesy of the National Park Service
League. In Houston she founded The Woman’s Viewpoint,
a progressive woman’s magazine with an all-female editorial 1920 The Nineteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
staff. She publicized women’s achievements and stressed was ratified, stating: “The right of citizens of the United
their obligation to participate in civic and political affairs. States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the
She especially urged women to exercise their newly won United States or by any State on account of sex.
right to vote and to channel their moral sensibilities into an Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
effective force for clean government, strong prohibition and appropriate legislation.” The Nineteenth Amendment
drug-enforcement laws, and world peace.
enfranchised 26 million American women in time for the
1920 U.S. presidential election, but the powerful women’s
voting bloc that many politicians feared failed to fully
materialize until decades later. Additionally, the Nineteenth
Amendment failed to fully enfranchise African American,
Asian American, Hispanic American, and Native American
women. Shortly after the amendment’s adoption, Alice
Paul and the National Woman’s Party began work on the
Equal Rights Amendment, which they believed a necessary
additional step to ensure equality.
Only one of the women who had attended the 1848
Seneca Falls Convention, Charlotte Woodward, was alive to
vote for the president in 1920.

Political drama in Tennessee

A suffragette for
Alice Paul, courtesy of the National Archives

1943 The Magnuson Act granted the right to citizenship and
the right to vote to Chinese immigrants, including women.

1919 In January after the U.S. House passed the amendment
again, the National Women’s Party lit a “Watchfire for
Freedom” until the Nineteenth Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution passed the U.S. Senate on June 4. Texas was
the ninth state and the first Southern State to ratify the
amendment on June 28. Governor William P. Hobby, Sr.,
signed the Texas Woman Suffrage Resolution in a ceremony
in the Texas Senate on Feb. 5. Taking part in the ceremony
were Senate leaders and sponsors of the suffrage movement.
Texas suffrage leaders included Minnie Fisher Cunningham,
Jane Y. McCallum, and Jessie Daniel Ames.

Women suffragists in Chicago 1920, National Archives
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1964 The Twenty-fourth Amendment was ratified by twothirds of the states, formally abolishing poll taxes and literacy
tests which were heavily used against African-American and
poor white women and men. This only abolished poll taxes
for federal elections

1965 The Voting Rights Act of 1965 strenuously prohibited
racial discrimination in voting, resulting in greatly-increased
voting by African American women and men.
1966 The U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the poll taxes at
all levels of government violated the 14th Amendment and
that tax payment and wealth requirements for voting in state
elections was prohibited in Harper v. Virginia Board of
Elections. The Texas Legislature enacted a law that required
annual voter registration.
1971 Adults aged 18 through 21 are granted the right to
vote by the Twenty-sixth Amendment to the United States
Constitution. This was enacted in response to Vietnam War
protests, which argued that soldiers who were old enough to
fight for their country should be granted the right to vote.

1984 Mississippi becomes the last state in the union to ratify
the Nineteenth Amendment.

1920 In the case of Hawke v. Smith, anti-suffragists filed
suit against the Ohio legislature, but the Supreme Court
upheld the constitutionality of Ohio’s ratification process.
1922 The U.S. Supreme Court held that the Nineteenth
Amendment had been constitutionally established in Leser
v. Garnett.

Suffragettes Parade, March 3, 1913 Washington, D.C.,
courtesy of the Smithsonian Museum

1928 Cunningham resigned from the WNDC in 1928 to
return to Texas and become the first woman in the state to
run for the United States Senate. She was appalled that Earle
B. Mayfield, the incumbent, had been elected with Ku Klux
Klan backing and regretted not challenging him at the time.
Like others in the first generation of women to run for
U. S. Congress, she was handicapped by inadequate funding
and lack of male endorsements.

Sources: “US Suffrage Movement Timeline, 1792 to present”, Anthony Center
for Women’s Leadership at the University of Rochester, July 23, 2013. “Teaching
With Documents Woman Suffrage and the 19th Amendment”, The U.S. National
Archives and Records Administration, 2014. Women’s suffrage in the United States,
https://en.wikipedia.org, 2020. “Expansion of Rights and Liberties - The Right
of Suffrage”. Online Exhibit: The Charters of Freedom. National Archives, 2016.
Woman Suffrage and the 19th Amendment, National Archives. Handbook of
Texas Online, A. Elizabeth Taylor, rev. by Jessica Brannon-Wranosky, “WOMAN
SUFFRAGE,” 2020. Minnie Fisher Cunningham Papers, Houston Metropolitan
Research Center, Houston Public Library. Judith N. McArthur and Harold L. Smith,
Minnie Fisher Cunningham: A Suffragist’s Life in Politics (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2003). League of Women Voters of Texas, Austin, TX. National
Parks Service.

Texas State Library & Archives

The Apotheosis of Suffrage, courtesy of the National Park Service
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Join us in
celebrating the
100th anniversary
of the 19th
Amendment by
registering
to vote at
www.votetexas.gov

REGISTER TO VOTE!
This message is sponsored by:

Yvonne S. Thomas, DMD
Del Mont Properties
Historic Baytown’s ACE Council, President
DrYSthomas@gmail.com

Wismer Distributing
281-427-7345
Please drink responsibly.

Since 1981

Drinks

TAYLOR

A/C & HEATING, LLC
Commercial & Residential
Sales Service, Installation

BDI Resources, Inc.

300 W. Texas Ave. | Baytown, TX 77520
bdiresources.com

Dana & Travis Taylor & Staff

Fax 281-427-7113

281-428-1680

281-427-1166

ICE CREAM SHOP

Bedroom Suites - Dinette Sets - Living Room Sets

• General Remodeling • Interior/Exterior
• House Level
• Ceramic Tile
• Foundation Repair • Paint & Sheetrock Repair

Mattresses and much, much more!

Not on The Showroom Floor? NO WORRIES! WE CAN ORDER IT!

622 W. Texas Ave. (By the Big Oak Tree) | 281-420-7901

Wealth Management

Bank of America Corporation

Daryl W. Fontenot. CFP®
Fontenot/Howell Group

17225 El Camino Real, Suite 200
Houston, TX 77058
daryl_fontenot@ml.com
Tel: 281-212-9161 • 800-274-2805 Fax:713-574-2634
Merrill Lynch, Prierce, Fenner &Smith Incorporated

Call Tino: 281-515-7912

Apple covered with
chamoy paste, filled
with fresh fruit,
gummies, peanuts,
chamoy and tajin !!!!

208 W. Texas Ave. | Baytown, TX | 346-232-8321

Mon-Sat: 10am-9pm Kitchen: 10am- 8pm | Sunday 12pm -8pm

Nolasco Carpentry

90 Days
Same as Cash
No Credit
Needed

Aguas frescas. Lime/ chia
Pineapple/cucumber
Strawberry , Passion fruit
Horchata
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The Law Office of

PLLC
PL

400 W. Texas Ave., Suite 101,
Baytown, TX 77520
lakesha.holmes@thebaytownlawyer.com
www.thebaytownlawyer.com
832-572-7426

Sarah & Wayne
Baldwin
1301 Memorial Dr | Baytown, TX 77520
www.baytownsun.com | 281-422-8302

Supporting our City

Celebrating 100 years of the 19th Amendment, Women voting
PH: (281) 576-0555

10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521
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Getting
your annual
mammogram is
still important.
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During the coronavirus
pandemic, we are:

Screening all patients when
scheduling appointments
and upon arrival.

Houston Methodist can
see you safely.
Getting your annual mammogram is one of the most
important steps you can take to stay healthy. That’s
why our Breast Care Center in Baytown is taking
every necessary precaution during the coronavirus
pandemic to keep you and our staff members safe.
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HOUSTON METHODIST
BREAST CARE CENTER
IN BAYTOWN
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W. BAKER RD.

Wearing masks and other
personal protective equipment
while providing patient care.

Implementing additional
sanitation processes
to disinfect all equipment
and surfaces.

Redesigning waiting rooms
and check-in procedures
to ensure social distancing.

Visit houstonmethodist.org/breast-care or
call 346.292.PINK (7465) to schedule your
mammogram today.

