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 CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

Baytown’s Judy Wheat pays it for-
ward over and over again and it has led 
to numbers of accolades and in fact, her 
second nomination for Baytown Citizen 
of the Year.

Yet, if you asked Wheat, she would 
do it all again 10 times over and never 
once expect any recognition for doing 
any of it.

She even admitted that if there was a 
show called the Masked Philanthropist 
and she could do what she does without 
anyone knowing, she’d be A-OK with 
that.

That’s what makes Wheat the kind of 
person who has duly earned the distinc-
tion of 2020 Baytown Sun Citizen of 
the Year.

Wheat is a woman whose philan-
thropic nature is appreciated by those 
who nominated her, but she herself 
admits she doesn’t do any of her works 
for a shred of attention. 

“It makes me feel grateful that I am 
able to do that,” Wheat said. “I feel my 
life has been good and if I can make 
someone’s life a little better in any way 
… you know what I mean?”

Wheat is a volunteer and public 
service tornado of positive energy that 
leaves nothing but good results in her 
wake.

It all started in force in 2005, when 
she retired from a 37-year career at Sin-
clair/ARCO/Lyondell/Lyondell-Citgo 
working in treasury and payroll and was 
an office manager during her time there.

Since then, it has been a plethora of 
dedicated works with the Pilot Club of 
Baytown since 2005 while also working 
with the Lee College Foundation (2007-
2012), City of Baytown Beautification 
Advisory Committee (2006-2013), the 
Goose Creek Country Club Ladies As-
sociation (2005-2012) and the Historic 
Goose Creek Association (2000-2012). 

Wheat has worked with the Country 
Club Oaks Civic Association for the 

past 12 years, Trinity Episcopal Church 
(2007-present) and the Greater Baytown 
Service Organization Network and the 
Society of Leading Medicine Group for 
Methodist Hospital for the past year to 
go along with her dedicated service to 
the Pilot Club.

The Pilot Club focuses on brain-re-
lated issues and conditions like Alzhei-
mer’s Disease and the goal is to fund-
raise toward that and other ailments.

The club is for all ages that includes 
one specific Pilot Club that runs for 
high school-aged students at Early Im-
pact since last year.

“I decided to join Pilot Club when I 
knew I was going to retire,” Wheat said. 
“I had always been busy, and I didn’t 
want to be bored. I had been asked to 
join Pilot Club before, but it wasn’t fea-
sible because the club meets at noon.

“I didn’t join because it dealt with 
brain issues, but I knew they were busy, 
and I wanted to be a busy, hard worker. 
Alzheimer’s is important to me because 
I had an aunt who had it and she was al-
ways very smart until she got older and 
got Alzheimer’s. I am just glad we have 
been able to raise money for it.”

Wheat said that the club has raised 

a non-specific amount in the hundreds 
of thousands of dollars toward the fight 
against the disease. Their big event is 
the annual Alzheimer’s Walk tentatively 
set this year for Oct. 10.

“It’s a monster,” Wheat said of the 
disease. “I hope I don’t get it. You are 
around people who have it when you do 
things like the Alzheimer’s Walks and 
see what the families go through.”

The club’s main fundraiser, the Yellow 
Rose Gala is set for April 28, but it was 
called off amid the rising concerns of 
the growing coronavirus outbreak in the 
country. A back-up date of June 2 has 
been scheduled at Sylvan Beach.

The Pilot Club contributes $2,500 to-
ward Alzheimer’s research and collects 

Judy Wheat
A public service tornado of positive energy

SEE JUDY WHEAT • PAGE 4

Judy Wheat is the Baytown Sun 2020 Citizen of the Year.

Pilot Club of Baytown members Judy Wheat 
and Cindy Fehring volunteer for the Spring 
Dance for a special population of high 
school students in Goose Creek CISD.
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1995 – Fritz Lanham

1996 – Lisa Urban

1997 – Eddie Gray

1998 – Bob Gillette

1999 – John B. Tucker

2000 – Carole Opryshek

2001 – Ida Griffith

2002 – Gene Poirot

2003 – Adrienne 

Bernard

2004 – Pete Alfaro 

2005 – Carolyn and 

Robert Francis

2006 – Tommie Jones

2007 – Mike Wilson

2008 – Gilbert Santana

2009 – Joyce Pennington

2010 – Carl Brandon

2011 – Pam Warford

2011 – Larry Cryer

2012 – Roger Elswick

2013 – Gary Englert

2014 – Jim Wadzinski

2015 – Mel Stone

2016 – Nancy Mann

2017 – Ken Pridgeon

2018 – Lee and Leila 

Bates

2019 – Jay Eshbach

2020 – Judy Wheat

The Baytown Sun 
Citizens of the Year

So how does The Baytown Sun come up with its Citizen of the 
Year? Each year, starting in February, The Baytown Sun solicits 
nominations from readers to recognize community members who 
go the extra mile. Previous Citizen of the Year winners, who com-
prise The Sun’s selection committee, then selected the Citizen of 
the Year and Citizen of the Year finalist from the nominations.

The process: Past winners 
select new Citizen of Year 

money from participants through the walk. 
The club also visits nursing homes to help 
patients and it has also partaken in the making 
of fidget mats for those residents.

The club also tries to donate monies toward 
local hospitals to help fight cancer and battle 
other ailments such as diabetes.

“Without money from our fundraiser, the 
club has no funds,” Wheat said. “We need 
money to do things and go places.”

The concerns for the club and those it 
serves, is evident on Wheat’s face as he talks 
about this and so many other services they 
work to help.

From work with traumatic brain-injured 
teenagers and providing camps through the 
Pilot Club district level and helping with the 
Tour of Homes which opens up houses for 
people to visit during the Christmas holidays, 
Wheat is constantly on the go and ready to 
plan and be a part of making other lives better.

Her philanthropic nature comes from an 
untapped motivation for Wheat, of potentially 
setting a standard she hopes her children can 
live on their own.

“I’ve lived a good life … there were no 
horror stories at all so nothing like that pushed 
me to this,” Wheat said. 

“I had a wonderful husband (Joe, died in 
2017), I had a great job. Maybe it’s my chil-
dren? I have great children. I just want them 
to appreciate life and be proud of themselves.”

Joe and Mary each had three kids when they 
married in 1975. Her children are son Terry 
Englert and his wife Sonya, Gary Englert and 
his wife Diane, daughter Kelly Regian, daugh-
ter Tanya Graham and her husband Wayne, 
Trina Saunders and her husband Milton and 
daughter Terry Swift.

“We were like the Brady Bunch,” she said. 
“They all liked each other, with six of them, 
four years apart. They are all a part of my 
life.”

Wheat also is an avid gardener and one can 
easily see her love of the art when entering her 
home.

“I am just hyper, and I like to be busy,” she 
said. “It’s just about keep on keeping on.”

Wheat admits she has no motivation to keep 
doing what she does in order to receive reci-
procity loaded with adulation and honors.

All she cares about is the works she does 
gets noticed for their purpose and not that 
Judy Wheat has anything to do with it.

“I don’t even think about,” Wheat said. “I 
want to be involved. It’s amazing and I am 
glad to hear that there are people that think 
this way of me. You never know what people 
think of you, but I’ve never needed the recog-
nition.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

JUDY WHEAT

Judy Wheat and her Pilot Club crew present BrainMinders, a Pilot International signature program designed 
to teach safety to children to help prevent brain injuries.

WITH   THE   BAYTOWN   SUN   CLASSIFIEDS   CALL   281-425-8008

BUYSELLSAVE
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 CITIZEN OF THE YEAR FINALIST

BY MICHAEL PINEDA
michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

Whether or not they have disappeared 
might be debated, but the term gentleman 
seems to have become an obsolete term.

Whether it went the way of those 
etiquette books and classes that used to be 
made available for impressionable youth 
is uncertain. But there remain some good 
examples in the community. 

R.D. Burnside is such a man although 
humility would prevent him from accept-
ing the compliment. His character and 
reputation are beyond reproach. The mot-
to to which he lives his life is an inspira-
tion for others. He serves on numerous 
boards and his known by many for his 
quiet acts of compassion and kindness. 

Burnside is the exactly the type of man 
you would expect to see as a Baytown 
Sun Citizen of the Year finalist. 

Burnside is Baytown through and 
through, having been raised within a mile 
and half of where he lives on a farm. He, 
along with his wife Ginger, were mem-
bers of the second graduating class of 
Sterling. He became a farmer as she grad-
uated from Texas A&M. They have been 
married for 43 years, living a life serving 
the Lord, love for each other and family 
while being there for the community and 
their neighbors. 

Burnside is retired but far from sitting 
around watching days go by.

“My biggest deal is first grade Sunday 
school teacher,” he said. “The most im-
portant thing I do all week.”

The reason for becoming a fixture as 
a Sunday school teacher at Cedar Bay-
ou Grace United Methodist Church is 
simple.

“I kept asking myself what can I do to 
make a difference 100 years from now 
and it’s teaching kids about Jesus,” Burn-
side said. “They are smarter than people 
think, they know what is going on. I think 
if it soaks in, maybe they will pass it on to 
their kids.”

In addition to teaching, Burnside serves 
on the church’s Board of Trustees and has 
played a key role in the construction of a 
new building on Highway 146. 

It has another of many changes that 
have taken place over the years in the city 
he grew up in.  

“Baytown wasn’t near as crowded,” 
he said. “You go to a restaurant now you 
don’t see anyone you know.”

Growing up in Baytown had a number 
of advantages, one of which was it was 
close to Houston and all kind of things to 
do. 

“There was good folks, a good church 
and no drugs that made all your teeth fall 
out,” he said. 

Burnside was blessed with parents that 
helped set a foundation for him, teaching 
him about work ethic.

“They encouraged me to farm,” he said. 
“Back then, they did really well. I learned 
about hard work, nothing is free and you 
have to work for it.”

Burnside farmed rice and soybeans for 
20 years and switched to turf grass. 

As a farmer, it is important to be 
proficient in several different areas. True 
specialists are jacks-of-all-trades, some-
thing he learned early on.

“My dad had a guy on the farm who 
could do anything,” Burnside said. “He 
taught me how to weld, how to be a sur-
veyor, a plumber. On the farm, you had to 
be able to do everything.”

That included working on cars. Burn-
side’s first car was a 65 Ford Falcon with 
a Chrysler engine. Over the years, he has 

indulged his passion with several cars 
including his favorite, a 1973 Dodge 
Challenger. 

“I have had it 28 years,” he said. 
The drive to stay busy and master 

new challenges has also led Burnside to 
learn how to fly. He has a Piper Seneca 
he enjoys flying around in. It came as no 
surprise to Ginger.

“That mind is always spinning, always 
getting into something,” she said. 

Burnside said he had no business with 
it other than to haul friends around. 

Truth is he has been known to fly pa-
tients to medical appointments. 

Not only did Burnside grow up on the 
farm, he grew up in the church. And he 
took lessons and faith to heart.

 “It’s what God teaches us, to serve 
others that is the way I understand it,” he 
explained.

Burnside lists the Houston Methodist 
Board of Trustees as his favorite board to 
serve on. He considers other board mem-
bers as being great people and talented at 
what they do.

“I probably drag them down but they 
bring me up,” he said. “It’s an honor to be 
on that board.”

Burnside is involved in the Bay Area 
Homeless Shelter as a board member. 
He is a big supporter of the Baytown 
Chapter of Diabetes Association. During 
Hurricane Harvey, he was helping others 
despite having flood damage of his own 
according to Kim Mendenhall. 

“He is like the most amazing man 
ever,” she said. “If I could find a younger 
man like him I would marry him tomor-
row. 

“He is real laid back, not pretentious 

and doesn’t care if he teaches Sunday 
school in mismatched socks.”

Mendenhall received support from the 
Burnside’s during a dark moment in her 
life when she lost her husband Mick. 
She developed a deep admiration as they 
helped with financial planning and other 
items around the house.

“My refrigerator was going out and he 
fixed that,” she said. “They said the Bible 
said we are supposed to take care of you.”

Those that know Burnside understand 
it is a team effort with Ginger providing 
a steady hand in the background. He is 
quick to give her 75 percent of the credit 
for their good deeds.

“I remind him where he said he would 
be and what to do,” she said. “I like to be 
behind the scenes.”

She is also patient.
One gets the feeling Burnside has be-

come sidetracked from honey-dos to help 
others more than once or twice.

“What do you say to that,” she asked. 
“You can’t get mad. 

“He is so caring, so giving, our mar-
riage has been great. He never gets upset. 
I will get upset but he cools me down 
quickly. That is his best quality.”

Together, RD and Ginger consider 
themselves blessed to be on the same 
team. They also feel blessed to have great 
kids. 

Their son Ben is a Methodist minister 
in Cypress and their daughter Haley is 
a nurse practitioner in Austin. It should 
come as no surprise given their father and 
mother’s Burnside’s faith and penchant 
for helping others.

It is just a new example of Burnside 
finding another way to make a difference. 

R.D. Burnside 
Farmer, Sunday school teacher, public servant

Ginger and R.D. Burnside

R.D. Burnside and his collection of cars.
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BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

For over 40 years, LaNelle McKay 
has helped people find their dream home 
in the Baytown area. 

The retired schoolteacher worked 
at Clayton Realtors before helping to 
found Krisher McKay, Inc. Realtors in 
February 1995. Its offices are now locat-
ed on Massey Tompkins Road. 

McKay has made many friends and 
won numerous awards in her career as 
a realtor. For years, she was ranked as 
the No. 1 Realtor for Residential Sales 
in East Harris County and in the Top 10 
Residential Sales for East Harris Coun-
ty. Her shelf has so many awards, there 
is hardly room for any more. 

It is among these reasons McKay has 
been nominated as 2020 Baytown Sun 
Citizen of the Year. 

Speaking on why she has experienced 
so much success over her career, McKay 
credited her love of people as the source. 

“I have been given a gift of getting 
to know a lot of people,” McKay said. 
“Mostly, my business is referrals and 
repeat business.”

Laura Kellner, a longtime friend of 
McKay’s, nominated her and said she 
is one of the most generous people she 
knows. 

“LaNelle always has time for her 
friends and is especially there for them 
during hard times,” Kellner said. 

Kellner said when her husband, Mil-
ton, was battling cancer, he became too 
weak to leave the house. So, McKay and 
her husband, Frank, would cook them 
dinner and bring it to their house and 
visit with them every Friday night. 

“What a blessing they are to us,” 
Kellner said. 

McKay is originally from High-
lands. When she married, she moved 
to Baytown for 17 years. Today, she is 
back in Highlands.

“Yes, I still live there, but I live here 
(in Baytown) mostly,” she said.

McKay also worked for Humble Oil 
for a few years before entering into the 
realtor field. “I then had my son and 
decided to stay home,” McKay said. “I 
have three children, and I wasn’t plan-
ning on going back to work.”

But one day, a neighbor who McKay 
had been taking turns with going to the 
grocery store said she could not go.

“I said why? And she said she was 
taking classes at Lee College. She asked 
why don’t I come with her,” McKay 
said. “I said, I couldn’t do that. I’d be 
behind. She said, just catch up. So, I 
went with her, and we took classes in 
real estate. It took a full year and went to 
Beaumont where we both passed. And 
that rascal never got into one day of real 
estate. And I started on April 1 and have 
been doing it ever since.”

McKay said it is her calling to be a 
realtor. 

“I didn’t plan on doing it, and I have 
been given a blessing and a gift,” she 
said. “It is just kind of an accident. 
Nothing was planned.”

McKay said there is too much joy in 
what she does to slow down. 

“A lot of people asked me why I keep 
working, but it gives me so much good 

feelings,” she said. “I sold a home to 
a couple a year ago, and they were 55 
and 57. But it was just the joy I had in 
helping them. They didn’t think I could 
buy a house, get closing costs paid and 
different stuff. They are my best friends. 
They think I am wonderful since I 
helped them, and no one ever showed 
them before.” 

Aside from realty, McKay is also in-
volved in many civic organizations. This 
includes the Baytown Lions Club, the 
Rotary Club of Baytown, the Pilot Club 
of Baytown, and the Baytown Cham-
ber of Commerce. She also supports 
the Baytown Little Theater, the Lee 
College Scholarship Foundation, the 
Goose Creek Education Foundation, the 
Highlands Little League, the Bay Area 
Homeless Shelter, the American Cancer 
Society’s Bay Area Relay for Life, the 
Baytown Symphony Orchestra, and the 
United Way of Greater Baytown Area 
and Chambers County.    

“I have been a member of the Li-
ons Club for 34 years,” McKay said. 
“We did so much good for the young 
people in this town. For instance, they 
cannot afford the eyeglasses, and you 
know how expensive they are. I am the 
eyeglass chair, and they give me all the 
forms, and I sign them. Then, I get them 
eye exams and the eyeglasses - all they 
have to come up with $25. If parents 
have to pay that $25, they make sure 
children do not sit on them, break them 
or lose them. They are about $500 or 
$600 that we are putting out for every 
kid.”

McKay said since the start of the year, 
the club has provided about 90 eyeglass-

es to needy kids.
“The Lions Club also has a camp for 

kids that are physically challenged, and 
they get to do things they would have 
never gotten the chance to do,” McKay 
said. “Then, for the Rotary, we fundraise 
and give money to help others as well.”

McKay and her husband donated 
funds for a room at the Bay Area Home-
less Services’ Britton-Fuller Family 
Center. They also donate money to the 
shelter. 

“The thing I think I am proudest the 
most is my husband and I give schol-
arship money to Lee College students 
every year,” she said. “We give $1,000 
for each student, and they get that every 
year.”

As far as being a realtor and giving to 
the community, McKay said she sees no 
end in sight.

“People ask why don’t I retire. But 
as long as my health holds up, I will 
continue enjoying doing what I do, 
and I do not plan on retiring,” she said.  
“My parents were my example. They 
were always doing something for other 
people. They didn’t have a lot of money, 
but my mother would drive people to 
the hospital. She volunteered there, and 
my daddy was always visiting the sick. I 
feel like if I can give back to the com-
munity that has done so much for me 
and my work, that is the least I can do.”

McKay said she has no plans to stop 
giving back to the community.

“You’ve never seen a hearse followed 
by a U-Haul. You cannot take it with 
you, so you might as well enjoy it and 
help others to benefit the less fortunate,” 
she said.  

LaNelle McKay 
Making dreams come true 

 LaNelle McKay

A retired schoolteacher, LaNelle McKay joined Krisher McKay Realtors in 1995.
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BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

As a lifelong resident of 
Baytown, Russell Hamman 
knows there is history here around 
every corner. 

Hamman deals with the city’s 
history on a daily basis through 
his Facebook site, “Baytown’s 
History…with a Twist.” He posts 
tidbits about the city’s past and 
uses his talent as a graphic artist 
to add some flavor or at least give 
the viewer an idea of what once 
existed in Baytown.  

What seemed like a fun, side 
project has led to some history 
being made in the present. Ham-
man’s interest in the city’s history 
led to a revitalized Brunson The-
ater, historic sites being cleansed, 
and it might even lead to the USS 
Texas battleship being moored in 
city waters. It is his efforts to keep 
Baytown’s history alive that led 
to him being nominated as one of 
the 2020 Baytown Sun’s Citizen 
of the Year nominees. 

It all started on Sept. 11, 2016.  
“I was on another Facebook 

site, doing then what I am doing 
now, but had not perfected my 
craft yet,” Hamman said. “The 
administrator just did Baytown. 
Then, I posted about places like 
Sea-Arama and Galveston. I did 
it again, and then he deleted me. 
I said there is so much to offer, 
not just in Baytown, but Cros-
by, Highlands, Mont Belvieu, La 
Porte, and these little areas that 
everyone in Baytown has been to 
and had memories there.”

Hamman started his own Face-
book site, and it has grown to 
have a huge audience of more 
than 17,000 followers. People 
from all over the world are now 
following his site. 

“The site reminds people of 
their forgotten memories,” he 
said. “It is the older generation 
that makes up the majority of my 

memories, and I do my best to 
cater to their memories. The late 
1950s is the most popular. People 
will say they forgot about this or 
that and thank me. My favorite 
thing is the people connection. I 
see this, and it makes me smile.”

Hamman said he does not run 
the site for money. 

“I like helping people,” he said. 
“I just re-connected two friends 
that haven’t seen each other in 19 
years.”

Hamman’s interest in Bay-
town’s history led him to head a 
group of folks to help revitalize the 
historic Brunson Theater, which 
has sat on Texas Avenue since 
1949. With the cry of, “When you 
save the Brunson, you save Tex-
as Avenue,” Hamman and others 
attended city council meetings 
and met with officials. This led to 
the theater being renovated into a 
business incubator/tourist center. 
It reopened in August 2019. 

“We helped with the Brunson, 
but I did not fix it,” Hamman said. 
“I showed the city that we had a 
lot of public support they may not 
have been aware of.”

Despite the joy of seeing a 
landmark like the Brunson get-
ting new life, Hamman said there 
is something else he is prouder of. 

“The thing I am most proud of 
is when I made a call for volun-
teers, and about 35 to 45 people 
showed up to help clean out the 

Gaillard-Mitchell cemetery,” he 
said. 

This is the cemetery where 
John Gaillard’s family is buried. 

“He is the man that found the 
oil, so I call him Mr. Baytown,” 
Hamman said. “We went out 
there, and it was a jungle. So we 
worked for a few hours, took a 
break, got to know each other a 
little better and cleaned it up.”

Hamman is so proud of that ef-
fort he made a picture of the vol-
unteers that serves as wallpaper 
on his personal Facebook site. 

Hamman has a knack for get-
ting people to volunteer for proj-
ects. When he wanted to do a vid-
eo project at the USS Texas site, 
he made the call and more than 
150 volunteers showed up. They 
formed themselves into a heart 
and were filmed using a drone 
camera. 

The video was a part of promot-
ing the idea of bringing the ship 
to Baytown. In fact, Hamman is 
one of the people that began the 
quest to bring ship here. The his-
toric dreadnought is going to be 
moved for repairs and will need a 
new home once that is finished. A 
group of citizens formed, calling 
themselves the Bring the Battle-
ship to Baytown Committee, and 
are in the process of answering 
a request for proposals from the 
battleship’s Foundation. 

Hamman was asked if he felt he 
helped get the effort going. 

“Yes, I will accept that respon-
sibility,” he said. “The Founda-
tion contacted me and my group 
and it snowballed from there. Jay 
Eshbach (the committee’s leader) 
got wind of it through his daugh-
ter, and it went down the line. I 
am proud they approached me 
first. It is another way my group 
helps the community absolutely 
free since we love the communi-
ty.”

Others have recognized Ham-
man’s ability to get involved as 

well as get others involved in 
keeping Baytown’s history at the 
forefront. 

Denice Young, a Baytown res-
ident, said Hamman is a human-
itarian. 

“He has made bumper stick-
ers, souvenir stickers and signs 
for events and personal memen-
tos for others, and a lot of the 
expenses came out of his own 
pocket,” Young said. “He print-
ed a bunch of historical pictures 
that were framed by Billy Barnett, 
and they were auctioned off at 
the Baytown Historical Museum 
Gala, and it raised over $3,000. 
He is just getting started. Russell 
has a big heart for Baytown and 

its people.”
Hamman said at one time, he 

considered himself just another 
construction worker. 

“It is crazy I am in this posi-
tion now, but I love it,” he said. 
“I love helping people, and that 
is all there is to it. It’s a beautiful 
thing.”

Hamman said he plans to keep 
on doing what he is doing. 

“I educate, and I entertain,” he 
said. 

“That is what I do on my site, 
and I’ll continue doing that. Just 
like in the past, I’ll present proj-
ects and put out the word for vol-
unteers and go help who we need 
to help.” 

Russell Hamman 
‘A big heart for Baytown and its people’

Russell Hamman

Russell Hamman celebrates the reopening of the Brunson Theater.
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BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

In the late 1980s gangs were a serious 
problem in Baytown. Fred Aguilar 
recalls, “My eldest son was like 15, 16 
years old and I asked him, ‘How many 
friends have you lost in the last two 
years?’ He came up with like 13: drive-
by, accidents, different things like that, 
but all gang-related.”

Aguilar had lived in Baytown about 
10 years, and decided it was time to 
make a difference.

“We had a Stop-and-Go here at the 
corner of Louisiana and Market. In the 
newspaper there were always reports of 
someone breaking in, robberies, rapes 
in the alley, stuff like this,” he said. “I 
called the regional manager and told 
him we were having trouble with that 
Stop-n-Go big time.”

There were two problems, Aguilar 
said. Gang members were hanging 
around the phone and the area around 
the store was dark.

Store management listened to the 
suggestions and removed the phone 
and added lighting. Crime around the 
store went down, sales went up, and 
Aguilar had begun his mission to make 
West Baytown a better place to live and 
work.

That was in 1989, and led to more 
involvement.

Aguilar was a charter member of the 
West Baytown Civic Association and 
also a member of the city’s gang task 
force. That task force led to the Gang 
Alternative Program and Communities 
in Schools. He is also on the board of 
the Baytown Housing Authority.

Aguilar’s commitment to education 

helped create another resource for the 
young people of West Baytown: The 
Promise Center.

“We started it in 1999,” Aguilar said. 
“This is one of my passions.”

“[Former Secretary of State] Colin 
Powell started a thing called ‘America’s 
Promise’ and his goal was to reach 2 
million kids across the United States,” 
Aguilar said. The Promise Center was 
Baytown’s response to that challenge.”

While its programs are temporarily 
shut down now because of coronavirus 
concerns, the Promise Center’s focus 
is on tutoring and mentoring for young 
children in West Baytown, with some 
support for older ones as well.

After-school tutoring is provided for 
27 children in pre-k through fifth grade 
— with another 41 on the waiting list.

Aguilar said on Tuesday and Thurs-
day afternoons, the kids come to the 
center and first complete their home-
work. Then, each reads a chapter in a 
book and a volunteer asks them ques-
tions about it and discusses it with them 
to make sure they are understanding 
what they read.

More recently, the Promise Center has 
a two-week leadership summer camp 
for high-school students, with speakers 
from government, industry and busi-
ness. They have also visited the state 
capitol, Houston museums and Rice 
University.

For the fourth year last year, he said, 
it included 39 students, including nine 
from the original group of 10. “I think 
all nine of the kids are going to col-
lege,” he said. 

“To me, it’s all about education. I tell 
the kids, you can lose your job, you can 
lose your car, you can lose your house, 

but you can never lose education, and 
you can always use that to get every-
thing back.”

“I’m glad that my wife, Raquel, has 
always had my back,” he said — she 
also volunteers time at the Promise 
Center.

Aguilar’s commitment to the commu-
nity and to education is getting passed 

down to the younger generation as his 
grandson, Drake Collins, is on the board 
at the Promise Center as well.

On Oct. 4, at the Promise Center’s an-
nual awards banquet, the group’s board 
announced the center was being named 
for Aguilar.

“That was so cool. That caught me by 
surprise,” he said.

Fred Aguilar 
Committed to youth education

On Oct. 4, at the Promise Center’s annual awards banquet, the group’s board announced 
the center was being named for Fred Aguilar.
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 CITIZEN OF THE YEAR FINALIST

                    BY MARK FLEMING 
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

David L. Corder is best-known to 
Baytonians for his long connection 
with the Baytown Symphony Orches-
tra, serving at its conductor from its 
founding in 1969 until 2004, and still 
an integral part of it both musically and 
organizationally.

Beyond that, though, he also has 
many years of service as an educator, 
musical performer and community 
leader.

Corder performed as a trumpet player 
in the Austin Symphony Orchestra, the 
Houston Summer Symphony and the 
Houston Symphony Orchestra before 
coming to Lee College in 1967 to estab-
lish its instrumental music department.

It was the needs of that job that led 
to the creation of the BSO (or, as it was 
named at the time, the Baytown Com-
munity Orchestra).

“Being a new employee at Lee Col-
lege with the responsibility of starting 
an instrumental music department 
for the first time,” he said, “the first 
problem I had would have been to find 
accredited private music teachers at the 
college level, which takes a master’s 
degree or it takes experience that the 
state of Texas would have to say that 
was sufficient.”

There were teachers available in 
Houston, but they had little incentive to 
come to Baytown to teach lessons when 
there were plenty of students available 
closer to home. A symphony orchestra 
provided added inducement.

While teaching was his first motiva-
tion for starting the orchestra, Corder 
said it also has much to offer the wider 

community.
“It brings a certain amount of class to 

Baytown that otherwise would not be 
here. It certainly gives the children in 
the public schools a chance to hear that 
kind of music, especially if they’re go-
ing to be in band or orchestra,” he said.

He said that musicians benefit not 
only from music but also gain other 
skills. 

As a 16-year-old high school student 
in Houston, Corder said, he already had 
a dance band that introduced him to 
running a business. In fact, he said, he 
paid his high school music teacher to 
perform in his dance band.

When taking a doctoral level sta-
tistics class at University of Houston, 
Corder did a paper on the relationship 
between music and math. He compared 
the grades of freshman music theory 
students with their math grades and “got 
a high correlation of success between 
the two.”

“Learning any subject, or learning 
an object to where you can use it, is 

an education in itself,” Corder said. 
“Music has lots of objects; not a lot of 
words, but scales, rhythms, pitches, all 
the instruments, the way they’re played, 
the technique of playing them, writing 
the music down, recording the music, 
selling the music.”

Some people see music education as a 
filler course or nonessential.

“Sure, we need more engineers, sure 
we need more doctors,” Corder said, 
“They provide a service. So do the mu-

sicians, so do the music teachers. They 
provide students with all these things 
they can learn about.”

Corder is married to Diana D’Alber-
go Corder, herself a cellist who taught 
music for many years then worked as a 
professional counselor.

In addition to his work with the 
symphony, Corder is on the board of the 
Country Club Oaks Civic Association 
and the city’s zoning Board of Adjust-
ment.

David Corder 
A driving force behind BSO

David L. Corder
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space for lease with 13
patient rooms/offices,
waiting room, recep-
tion area, patient bath-
room and charting
area. Other office

spaces available in the
building. Located at
6232 N. Hwy 146,
Baytown, TX 77523

501 General
Services

AAA QUALITY TREE
Trim/Removal For low
rates & job well done
call 281-420-2281

* HAULING HANK *
Will Haul-off trash,

debris, buildings, junk
Call 281-420-2281

*A 2 Z LAWNCARE**
Flower beds, Lawn
maint., & Pressure
Wash. 832-339-5376

*A. MARTINEZ*
ree & Lawn Service
lower beds & Initial
eanup 281-798-5396

SAT ONLY, Everything
must go! Furn and lots

of house goods,
Christmas in May,

Come See!

BIG YARD SALE - Sat
only - 7am to ? - 4921
Lawrence Rd., RWJ
Airpark, Beach City.

COUNTRY CLUB
Cove Dr 1919
Sat 7:30-12pm

brand name clothes,
purses, shoes, lots of
furn, lots of jewerly

HORACE MANN Jr.
310 S Hwy 146

SAT ONLY 8 to 1 pm
Multi- families, clothes,
shoes, house goods &

furniture

2902 PARKWOOD
Sat. 7am Multi-Family
Sale! Largest of the

weekend! Quality furn,
kids & teen clothes,

exercise equpt. & tools

706 Trades

Giver 25 yrs+ exp.
Avail Days/Nights.

Seeking private Duty.
832-884-2300

712 Business
Opportunities

IF YOU Are
Employed but need
extra income, please
call 713-806-9771

810 Legal Notices

INVITATION TO
BIDDERS

Sealed proposals, in
duplicate, will be

received at the offices
of Hutchison & Assoc.,
1209 Decker Drive,
Suite 100, Baytown,
Texas 77520, for

Owner, Texas Capital
Development for the
benefit of Harris
County Municipal

Utility District No. 528,
until 3:00 p.m. Friday,
June 1, 2018. All bids
will be publicly opened
d d t th t d t t

(www.civcastusa.com)

Office of Hutchison &
Associates

1209 Decker Drive,
Suite 100

Baytown, Texas 77520

Bidders should care-
fully examine the

Plans, Specifications
and other documents,
visit the site of the

work, and fully inform
themselves as to all

conditions and matters
which can in any way
affect the work or the
costs thereof. Should
a bidder find discrep-
ancies in, or omission
from the Plans, Spe-
cifications or other doc-
uments, or should he
be in doubt as to their
meanings, he should at
once notify the Engin-
eer and obtain clarifica-
tion prior to submitting

any bid.
A mandatory prebid

conference will be held
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F iday night at the 2018 Bay Area Relay for Life held at Royal Purple Raceway.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
or someone at the Attor-
ney General’s Offiff ce, but it 
must be filed in a state dis-
trict court.”

The Texas Election Code
also states that the presid-
ing offiff cer of the canvass-
ing authority, yy such as the 
board’s president, “the 
presiding offiff cer of the 
canvassing authority shall 
deliver the sealed precinct 
returns to the authority. 
The authority shall open
the returns for each pre-
cinct and canvass them as
provided by this section. 
Two members of the au-
thority constitute a quorum
for purposes of canvassing
an election.

The district had original-
ly planned to canvass the 
votes at a special meeting 
Wednesday,y but this was
changed after the board 
was advised there was no
need for it. 

Dombrowa said that a

“The agenda is not fi-
nal, but we expect it to be
on the agenda for Monday
special meeting,” she said. 

Times for the meeting 
are expected to be posted 
today on the district’s web-
site at www.gcccisd.net.

Byron Schirmbeck, who
headed a political action
committee opposed to the
bond, said he has concerns
about the district’s ability
to conduct any future elec-
tions “if they can’t even
follow the most basic law
requiring them to canvass 
the votes.

Ignoring the law is very 
disappointing and concern-
ing to me,” Schirmbeck 
said.

The bond was split into 
two propositions, and both
failed to pass. If passed, it 
would have been the larg-
est bond issue ever passed 
by Goose Creek CISD. 
The district is expected to
bring another, scaled-down rr
bond before voters in No-

line of duty in the past year. Nationally,yy there were 135
offiff cers killed in 2017.

The memorial will begin with the traditional bagpipe
playing of “Amazing Grace,” and will feature a  roll
call of fallen Texas offiff cers, a keynote speech by Sgt.
Gabriel Gomez of the Texas Attorney General’s Offiff ce,
as well as comments from Mayor Pro Tem Laura Al-
varado and Police Chief Keith Dougherty.

DYNAMIC RÉSUMÉS
Professional Resumes,

Cover Letters, and Employment
Services

832.677.0087

gation techniques in one of cancer, was absent for the 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BENEFIT
Raceway Park Tower Club,
2525 S. FM 565.

The event will have a si-
lent auction, live auction, a
variety of rafflff es, $10 bar-aa
becue plates and a plethora
of kid’s activities.

All tickets can be pur-
chased at the door and an
all-inclusive wristband for
kid’s events will be sold for
$5. The Kona Ice Truck TT will
also be at the event, which 
will donate 30 percent of
the proceeds to Kaylyn.

“The Baytown commu-
nity and the local business-
es have come through and 
really supplied us with so
much. I can’t say enough
about their efforts,ff ” said
Terra Angel, family friend 
organizingr the event. “So
we want people to come
out and support Kaylyn and

into remission.
“My wife has been with

her every day along the
way.aa I have a son, and I’ve
been going back and forth,
and it’s definitely been
tough; it’s defi nfi itely been
rough,” said White. “But
we’re holding up good. We
have a lot of good friends
and people that have been
so supportive.”

Since her first diagnosis,
Kaylyn has been in and out
of the hospital since Christ-
mas and has simply missed 
being a kid.

“It’s the little things. She
misses her friends and miss-
es being able to sit and laugh
with them,” said White. 
“She misses being back in
school and everything that
we take for granted like
going out to eat, being with
her pets and just things that
we don’t think about when
kids have leukemia because

Visit our mobile website:
baytownsun.com
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 LEE COLLEGE SPOTLIGHT

Doctoral student Brandon Warren is returning to 
prison, but this time it’s not as an inmate, it’s as the 
Transitional Specialist at the Lee College Huntsville 
Center.  Warren is changing lives everyday by helping 
student offenders navigate the pathway from prison to 
a successful life outside the Huntsville prison walls.   

That’s a big task for any one person, but Warren has 
personal experience that many others don’t. From the 
time he was 16-years-old, Warren was incarcerated on 
three separate occasions totaling six-and-a-half years.

 While behind bars, Warren enrolled in the Lee Col-
lege Huntsville Center’s degree program and earned 
an associate of arts in humanities.  It’s a path he wants 
more inmates to take.

 “I just decided [crime] was not the life I wanted 
anymore; it was a dead end.” 

Since then, Warren has earned a bachelor’s degree 
in Biblical Counseling, Master of Divinity in Theolo-
gy, and is working toward a second master’s degree in 
philosophy, as well as a Doctorate of Education from 
the University of St. Thomas in Houston.

 In 2017 he was hired as the Title V Transitional 
Specialist for the Lee College Huntsville Center where 
he helps offender students prepare for success after 
their release by assisting in job placements, continuing 
education, and helping students acquire other resourc-

es they need to live a constructive life outside the 
prison walls. He also serves as an adjunct instructor 
of philosophy and learning strategies instructor for the 
Lee College Huntsville Center.

 “Brandon is living proof that receiving a college 
education while incarcerated is a game-changer, not 
only for the incarcerated but for society as a whole,” 
said Donna Zuniga, dean for the Lee College Hunts-
ville Center. “The students trust Brandon because 
they know he has walked in their shoes and beyond to 
become an outstanding citizen and professional.  No 
other employee has the same impact on incarcerated 
students. The students see Brandon as a mentor and as 
a model for what they can do if they want to change.” 

When asked why he would ever want to spend his 
days working inside prison walls, Warren says he 
wants to be the resource that helps others make the 
most of their incarceration.  

“In prison, there are a lot of books and propagan-
da that floats around, but because I was a student in 
the Lee College Huntsville Center, I had access to 
good, quality resources. My grandmother also played 
a big role in my success because she sent me books 
and educational materials that I otherwise wouldn’t 
have access to,” he said. “One day I started to see the 
people around me differently, and I realized not many 

of the other inmates had a grandmother like mine. 
So, between her and Lee College, I decided I wanted 
to be the person who provides them with good, solid 
resources for a better life.”

 Warren was the first person in the state prison 
system to implement an alumni association for former 
offenders. The group’s goal is to help graduates stay 
focused even after they have been released from 
prison. To date, the recidivism rate for Lee College 
student inmates is just over eight percent compared to 
the statewide average of more than 20 percent. 

 Lee College Huntsville Center is the longest-run-
ning, prison-based degree and certification program in 
Texas, and it continues to serve as a business model 
for other community colleges and universities in the 
state.

Brandon Warren 
Living proof of a better life

Brandon Warren

The streets of Baytown are as much a 
feature of the city as its buildings and land-
scape. But, to most, Garth, Decker and De-
fee are simply the main thoroughfares we 
all travel. However, knowing the stories be-
hind the names of Baytown’s streets can be 
the key to becoming “street wise” about the 
city’s past. At the same time some names 
and practices can leave residents scratching 
their heads in confusion.

The pioneers
Like all cities Baytown has named its 

streets for many prominent business, gov-
ernment and social leaders. Though rela-
tively young as a municipality, the Baytown 
area was home to some of early Texas’ 
greatest names. Sam Houston, David G. 
Burnet, Ashbel Smith and Lorenzo De Zav-

ala all lived here at some point in their lives. 
Many local streets and geographic areas 
are named for them. There are also many 
streets in the city named for lesser-known 
pioneers who were important to the devel-
opment of the area.

Ashbel Street is named for Smith and Ev-
ergreen Road is named for his plantation, 
Evergreen. Known as “The Father of Tex-
as Medicine” and “The Father of the Uni-
versity of Texas,” Smith was an incredibly 
versatile man who made valuable contri-
butions to the Lone Star State in matters of 
politics, medicine, diplomacy, agriculture, 
ranching, warfare, finance, transportation, 
and immigration.

Schilling Avenue honors Bavarian Doc-
tor Nicholas Schilling who arrived here in 
the 1870s. Prior to Schilling, Ashbel Smith 
was the sparsely populated area’s primary 

physician. In the years before Smith’s death 
in 1886, he practiced little medicine leaving 
Schilling the only doctor for miles. 

David G. Burnet, the first president of 
the Republic of Texas, lived in what is now 
the Lakewood Subdivision. Then, Lake-
wood was known as Oakland, the name of 
Burnet’s home, which overlooked the bay, 
which is also named for him. One of the key 
streets that run through Burnet’s old home-
stead is named for him as well.

Singleton Road is named for James 
Walker Singleton who came here in 1828 
and was a veteran of the Texas Revolution. 

Both Scott and William streets were des-
ignated in honor of William Scott. Scott (for 
whom Scott Bay is also named) came here 
in the early 1820s and had a home roughly 
where the Exxon docks are located.

Harvey Whiting was a pioneer whose first 

and last names appear on local street signs. 
Whiting was a local physician and rancher 
who arrived in 1833. He is best known as 
the doctor who tended to wounded Texan 
and Mexican soldiers after the Battle of 
San Jacinto. His home stood somewhere 
between where Sterling Library and Sultis 
Memorial Stadium now sits.

Wooster Street, which runs through the 
old community of the same name, was 
tagged in honor of Quincy Wooster who 
founded the village. The schoolhouse he 
designed was used into the 1970s and now 
sits in Republic of Texas Plaza on North 
Main Street.

Wooster’s son-in-law, W.A. Shrecken-
gaust also has a street in the Wooster area 
named for him, sort of. Shreck Avenue 

Many stories, mysteries behind Baytown street names

SEE NAMES • PAGE 24



Baytown Junior Forum was organized in the summer of 1964 
and has been diligently servicing Baytown and the surrounding 
communities since this time.  BJF’s mission is to make a difference 
in the lives of children, families, and the elderly.  Its volunteers work 
tirelessly to fulfill the mission through service work, their “Strength 
Through Service” grant program and yearly scholarships to deserving 
graduating seniors.

Baytown Junior Forum assists many of the local non-profit service 
organizations to help fulfill their missions as well.  BJF has provided 
volunteers for organizations such as Habitat for Humanity, The Fred 
Aguilar Promise Center, YMCA, The Art League of Baytown’s 
Miracle Stars, Bay Area Homeless Services, Emma’s Hugs, Focused 
Care, Special Rodeo, and the Baytown Special Olympics.  In addition, 
BJF also runs their own service, Goodfellows Toy Program.  Each 
year Goodfellows Toy Program provides two age specific toys to 
underprivileged children from birth through 10 years of age.  In 2019, 
Goodfellows provided toys to more than 1000 children from 437 
different families.  

Baytown Junior Forum also helps local non-profits through their 
grant program.  For the past five years, BJF has conducted a Designer 
Purse Bingo fundraiser to fund its grant program.  100 percent of the 
profits raised from this fundraiser is given out to local non-profits to 
aide them in fulfilling various projects within the Baytown community.  
The success of this fundraiser allowed BJF to grant over $35,000 in 
grants in 2019 alone.  

Baytown Junior Forum is comprised of 30 active members and 
many sustaining members.  Each of  these ladies donate thousands 
of volunteer hours each year.  It is such a privilege to each volunteer 
to be able to assist those in our community who most need their love 
and attention.  Baytown Junior Forum hopes that they will be able to 
continue, through community support and eager volunteers, for many 
more years.

Baytown 
Junior 
Forum 
serving the community 
since 1964

Allison Cooper, Kim Glaize, Nikki Sanusi, 
Yvonne Thomas, Kenya Fanus

Habitat for Humanity: Sylvia 
Perry, Kenya Fanus.

Goodfellows Toy Giveaway:  Back Row from left 
Kristen Roy, Maghen Ibarra, Irene Trevino, Michelle 

Fojt, Emily Smith, Adriana Martindale, Ashley Smith; 
Front Row, Allison Cooper, Sylvia Perry, Nikki Sanusi

Back row: Adriana Martindale, Steffani Bracken, Yvonne Thomas, Michelle Fojt, Rebecca Rios
Middle row:  Janelle Laubach, Kristen Roy, Melissa Pena, Sharon Rose, Kristen Mills, Emily Smith, 
Irene Trevino, Mariana Ventura; Front row: Sylvia Perry, Ashley Smith, Nikki Sanusi, Maghen Ibarra, 
Kim Glaize, Lisa Gauthreaux, Michelle Farve, Melissa Ojeda

Lucky winners of the designer purses at our annual 
fundraiser, purse bingo.  Men attend also!
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ROTARY CLUB

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 

Sheila Crawford
President

Tom Kelchner
President Elect

Melissa Reabold
President Nominee

Daryl Fontenot
Secretary

David Smith
Assistant Secretary

Debbie Busch
Treasurer

Jim Ferris
Sergeant-at-Arms

Suzanne Heinrich
Past President

DIRECTORS 
(One year)

Cindy Lipps
Terry Sain (interim)

Kirk Lowe
Marc Pinney

(Two years)
Francis Tongol

Erika Foster
Laurie Terry

Club President Sheila Crawford writes on the Coronavirus challenge

Rotary District 5890 held its first 
ever virtual e-meeting March 19 with 

District Governor Gary Gillen and 
RI Director Suzy Howe leading the 
many guest speakers. The District 
Conference has been scheduled 
for July 1-5 and Governor Gillen 

encourages every club in the district 
to hold virtual e-meetings as possible 

to stay connected.

Sheila Crawford & Dist. Gov. Gary Gillen

Rotary International Director Suzi Howe

For the first time in our memory the Rotary Club of Baytown’s weekly meetings have been suspended. Although 
we are not able to meet as a group currently until the COVID-19 pandemic is over, we recognize it is more important 
in times of struggle to find a positive way to support our community, help others in need and give back.  Due to the 
outbreak of the Covid-19 virus, communities worldwide are looking for additional support and resources.  Although 
we have not had the impact that other communities in our state and nation have had, immediate needs in our area 
are no exception.

The Rotary Club of Baytown is donating $5000 to the Harris Health System to purchase iPads for healthcare 
workers to be able to connect to COVID-19 patients in isolation outside of the isolation room.  This will allow them 
to make their supply of PPE last longer, which as we know, is in short supply right now. 

Since weekly meetings are suspended, the Rotary Club of Baytown is looking to technology to keep our members 
connected.  After a successful district e-meeting on Thursday, March 19th, The Rotary Club of Baytown will be 
hosting their first virtual club meeting on Wednesday, April 1 at noon via Zoom.  If you would like to find out what 
the Rotary Club of Baytown is all about, please feel free to join us next Wednesday for our e-meeting, or contact me 
at Sheila.crawford@bdiresources.com or visit baytownrotary.org.

Like our club members, due to the current lockdown, the members in our community are isolated.  We are not able 
to meet with our respective organizations, see our friends, family members, report to our respective work places, etc. 
until the Coronavirus situation is under control and things have returned to normal.  During these unusual times, I 
want to encourage everyone to continue to stay connected.  We might not be able to physically be together, but there 
is no one who has not been affected by the effects of this virus. Now, more than ever, we need to reach out to each 
other, check on each other and help those in need when and however we can.  I am so proud to be a member of such 
an outstanding community and look forward to when we can all be together again.

         Sheila Crawford
         President
         Rotary Club of Baytown
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Pam Warford

13550 Lakes of Champions, Suite B, Mont Belvieu, TX 77523
 832-981-7276

www.tsomontbelvieu.com

301 West Texas , Baytown, TX 77521
281-427-7374

www.tsobaytown.com

Dr. Chris L. Warford

13550 Lakes of Champions, Suite B, Mont Belvieu, TX 77523
 832-981-7276

www.tsomontbelvieu.com

301 West Texas , Baytown, TX 77521
281-427-7374

www.tsobaytown.com

4401 Garth Rd, Baytown, TX 77521
(281) 420-8600

Laurie Terry
Administrative Director of Operations
Houston Methodist 
Baytown Hospital

4401 Garth Rd, Baytown, TX 77521
(281) 420-8600

David Bernard, CEO
Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital

City of Baytown
O�  ce of the City Manager

Richard L. Davis, ICMA - CM
City Manager

281.420.6500
rick.davis@baytown.org

2401 Market Street • Baytown, 
Texas • 77520

DONNA SYLVIA
PATIENT CARE LIAISON

606 Rollingbrook Drive, Suite 2F
Baytown, TX 77521

Cell | 409.767.4404

donna@signaturehealthservices.net
signaturehealthservices.net

Dr. Timothy F. Planty
Therapeutic Optometrist

4750 East Freeway • Baytown, Texas 77521
Ph. 281-421-2020 • Fax 281-421-7836

www.visionmaxbaytown.com

Dean V. Hutto, 
D.D.S.

3800 N. Main
Baytown, TX 77521

Ph. # (281) 422-8248
Fax (281) 428-8084

E-mail: dean@drhutto.com
www.drhutto.com

Russel Ballard
Interim CEO at 

Community Resource Credit Union

ALDERMAN

DOUGLAS WALKER

281.383.3180 Offi  ce
1.855.743.0559  Fax

12723 FM 2354
Beach City, Tx 77523

www.beachcitytx.uscity@beachcitytx.us

Proud member since 2001

CITY OF  BEACH CITY
   Rotary club membership represents 

a cross-section of the community’s 
business and professional men and 
women. The world’s Rotary clubs 
meet weekly and are nonpolitical, 
nonreligious, and open to all cultures, 
races and creeds.

  The main objective of Rotary is 
service — in the community, in the 
workplace and throughout the world. 

Rotarians develop community 
service projects that address many of 
today’s most critical issues, such as 
children at risk, poverty and hunger, 
the environment, illiteracy, and 
violence. 

They also support programs for 
youth, educational opportunities and 
international exchanges for students, 
teachers, and other professionals, and 

vocational and career development. 
The Rotary motto is “Service Above 

Self”.
Rotary, along with our partners, has 

reduced polio cases by 99.9 percent 
worldwide since our first project to 
vaccinate children in the Philippines 
in 1979. We are close to eradicating 
polio. 

Rotary motto:
Service above self

FIRST CLASS ENGINEERING RESOURCES SINCE 1980

LAUREN HEFFERNAN
V.P., Human Resources

300 W. Texas Ave Baytown, TX
www.BDIresources.com
281-427-1166

FIRST CLASS ENGINEERING RESOURCES SINCE 1980

SHEILA CRAWFORD
CO-OWNER

300 W. Texas Ave Baytown, TX
www.BDIresources.com
281-427-1166

President Nominee

FIRST CLASS ENGINEERING RESOURCES SINCE 1980

GILBERT SANTANA
OWNER

300 W. Texas Ave Baytown, TX
www.BDIresources.com
281-427-1166

Assistant District 5980 Governor

FIRST CLASS ENGINEERING RESOURCES SINCE 1980

LAUREN HEFFERNAN
V.P., Human Resources

300 W. Texas Ave Baytown, TX
www.BDIresources.com
281-427-1166

FIRST CLASS ENGINEERING RESOURCES SINCE 1980

LAUREN HEFFERNAN
V.P., Human Resources

300 W. Texas Ave Baytown, TX
www.BDIresources.com
281-427-1166

FIRST CLASS ENGINEERING RESOURCES SINCE 1980

LAUREN HEFFERNAN
V.P., Human Resources

300 W. Texas Ave Baytown, TX
www.BDIresources.com
281-427-1166
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Your Sealing Specialists
Seals • Packing • Gaskets 
Hose • Expansion Joints

Steve Daniele

Ph. 281-424-2574
www.sales@sealpac.com

6201 Bayway Drive
Baytown, TX 77520

Proud to Serve
as a Rotarian

www.sealpac.com

DAVID A. DASPIT 
Chief Lending Officer & Regional Loan President

Office: 713-629-2824  |  Cell: 409-392-0975

819 Rollingbrook Drive, Baytown, TX 77521
281-420-9660

������������
Helping Texans Build Texas®

ombs
ommercial

Investment Properties LLC

11302 Cedar Gully Road * Beach City, TX 77523

Cell (832) 573-9201
Offi ce (832) 573-4567

Billy@CombsCommercial.com
www.CombsCommercial.com

Billy Combs, CCIM

• Personalization 
• Recognition
• Awards
• Engraving 
• Promotional 
• Products

1214 Massey Tompkins • 281-420-1299
www.awards-engraving.com

Recognizing outstanding achievements for over 20 years

LaNelle McKay, Agent
Cell: 713-254-0163

mckay@krishermckay.com

Ready to Buy or Sell
Call LaNelle

1000 Massey Tompkins
Baytown, TX

KRISHER-MCKAY INC. REALTORS

Suzanne Gentry Heinrich
Realtor

1014 S. 2nd Street
La Porte, TX  77571

www.mainproperties.com

Off: 281-470-0655
Cell 281-610-8964
suzyg17@hotmail.com

Larry Wilkey,
Agent
4406 N. Main
Baytown, TX
281-427-7471

www.larrywilkey.net

Wealth Management
Bank of America Corporation

Daryl W. Fontenot. CFP®
Fontenot/Howell Group

17225 El Camino Real, Suite 200
Houston, TX 77058

daryl_fontenot@ml.com
Tel: 281-212-9161 • 800-274-2805 Fax:713-574-2634
Merrill Lynch, Prierce, Fenner &Smith Incorporated

Supporting our City

TAYLOR
A/C & HEATING, LLC

Dana & Travis Taylor & Staff

281-428-1680

Residential & Commercial
Sales Service, Installation

Vivian Grigsby
Fee Attorney/Escrow 
Offi cer

700 Rollingbrook St, Suite E
O: 281-394-1092
F: 281-712-2442
vgrigsby@independencetitle.com
IndependenceTitle.com

The Object of Rotary is to “encourage and foster 
the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise.”  
Rotary is a service organization.  Since 1910, the 
Rotary Motto has been “Service Above Self.”

Rotary strives to achieve it’s objective of “Service 
Above Self” through activities in four primary areas.  
These are often referred to as the Four Avenues of 
Service.

Club Service
This “Avenue” promotes the development of 

acquaintance as an opportunity for service.  It involves 
the activities necessary to make the Club function 
successfully and achieve its goals.

Vocational Service
This area represents the opportunity that each 

Rotarian has to represent the dignity and utility of 
one’s vocation as an opportunity to serve society.  
Rotarians promote and foster high ethical standards in 
business and professions and promote the recognition 
of the worthiness of all useful occupations.

Community Service
This “Avenue” relates to the activities that Rotarians 

undertake to improve the quality of life in their 
community.  Particular emphasis is given to helping 
children, needy families, the aged, the handicapped, 
and those most in need of assistance.  Rotarians strive 

to promote the ideal of service in their personal, 
business, and community lives.

International Service
In this area, Rotarians strive for the advancement 

of international understanding, goodwill, and peace 
through a world fellowship of business and professional 
persons united in the ideal of service.  

The club normally meets Wednesdays at noon 
inside the Baytown Community Center. During the 
Coronavirus challenge, they meet virtually. To join 
Rotary, ask any Rotarian.   

www.BaytownRotary.org   •    www.Rotary.org

Five Avenues of Service

Sandy Delmonico, Agent
Krisher-McKay Realtors

Cell: 713-498-7242
Sandy@krishermckay.com

1000 Massey Tompkins
Baytown, TX

Offi  ce: 281-427-5444

KRISHER-MCKAY INC. REALTORS
Past President



Sunday, March 29, 2020 The Baytown Sun   15Community Leadership

OF BAYTOWN

Wismer Distributing
281-428-2337

Jim Ferris / Ann Wismer
4701 1-10 East • BAYTOWN • 281-839-7700
“Everything We Do Is Centered Around You”

www.mycommunitycar.com

Baytown Rotarians presented Paul Harris 
Fellow Awards March 11 at Baytown 
Community Center.

The Paul Harris Fellow recognition 
acknowledges individuals who contribute, 
or who have contributions made in their 
name, of $1,000 to The Rotary Foundation.  

Rotary established the recognition in 1957 
to encourage and show appreciation for 
substantial contributions to what was then the 
Foundation’s only program, Rotary Foundation 
Fellowships for Advanced Study, the precursor 
to Ambassadorial Scholarships.  Rotarians 
have a tradition of supporting the Foundation 

by honoring others. Many other notable figures 
have been named Paul Harris Fellows, including 
U.S. President Jimmy Carter, Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin, U.S. astronaut James Lovell, UN 
Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar, and 
polio vaccine developer Jonas Salk.

Rotary Paul Harris Fellow Awards

From left, Tom Kelchner, District 5890 Governor Gary Gillen, Charles Hurst, Aaron Stryk, Dan Helgesen, David Kadjar, Jared 
Fulleylove, Junior Forrest, Mike Ashton, Gilbert Santana, Terry Sain, Brian Walenta, Paige Woolery, Nick Woolery and Club 
President Sheila Crawford.

photo by Carol Skewes

Connie G. Tilton
Public & Government Affairs
 
ExxonMobil Baytown Area
5000 Bayway Drive
Baytown, TX 77521
 

Proud community partner!

Aaron Stryk

City of Baytown
O�  ce of the City Manager

Richard L. Davis, ICMA - CM
City Manager

281.420.6500
rick.davis@baytown.org

2401 Market Street • Baytown, 
Texas • 77520

City of Baytown
Office of the Mayor

Mayor Brandon Capetillo

City Hall
281-422-8281 P.O. Box 818, Baytown, Texas 77522-0818

O: 281.425.6550   F: 281.425.5444
lvillanueva@lee.edu   www.lee.edu

Dr. Lynda Villanueva
President

Office of the President

The Baytown Sun
Serving our readers since 1922

Carol Skewes
Publisher

Proud to be a member of the
Rotary Club of Baytown

281-425-8000
www.baytownsun.com

100 years

Cather Insurance
Agency, LLC

Tel 281-421-7575 • Fax 281-421-7570
cathers1@nationwide.com

230 W. Cedar Bayou Lynchburg Rd. 
Baytown, TX 77521

700 Rollingbrook, Suite A
Baytown, TX 77521
Bus. 281-420-3100  TF. 877-838-3102
Fax 877-503-0162
jennifer.marcontell@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com/jennifer-marcontell
California Insurance License OC24309
Arkansas Insurance Number 3230171

Jennifer Marcontell, CFP  , ChFC , AAMS
Financial Advisor

® ® ®

Three important qualities for the insurance agent 
helping protect what you value most.  

Galveston
(409) 740-1251

Friendswood
(281) 442-1892 www.gia-tx.com

Let Kirk Lowe customize an insurance program
just for you!

Trust Experience Commitment
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We’re here
to serve you

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521
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We’re here

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

to support our community



WCC PILOT CLUB
For more information on the West Chambers County Pilot Club,

P.O. Box 1032, Mont Belvieu, TX 77580, call 832-597-0390,
Email wccpilotclub@gmail.com or contact any West Chambers County Pilot Club member.

West Chambers County Pilot Club, Inc. may have had to postpone its annual fund-
raising Gala, but the club is still planning for future good works. 

The theme of this year’s Gala was to be “The Roaring 20s on the Hill.” The funds 
raised by the Gala help with all the projects the Pilot Club does throughout the coming 
year. Some of the projects the Pilot Club has supported in the past includes helping to 
purchase a wheel chair accessible van for Chambers County, supporting the Barbers 
Hill High School Anchor Club, awarding annual scholarships to High School Seniors, 
presenting the “BrainMinders™” Buddies program with the Anchor Club to Barbers 
Hill Kindergarten Center and Elementary schools, annually donating school sup-
plies to Barbers Hill ISD, and donating bicycle safety helmets at community events 
throughout the year.  

The Club raised funds to help purchase three handicap accessible playground 
swings for Barbers Hill ISD, one for the Kindergarten Center, Primary and Elementa-
ry schools and also helps the City of Mont Belvieu with the annual Easter Egg Hunt, 
July 4th celebration, Christmas in the City and by donating Special Needs playground 
equipment to the Mont Belvieu City park. The Club also helps with Old River/Winfree 
Founders Day. 

The Club supports the Texas District Pilot Club’s Traumatic Brain Injury camps, 
purchased a trained service dog for a wounded warrior, donated Children’s Literacy 
workstations to the Sam and Carmena Goss Memorial Branch Library and provided 
scholarships for adult students with mild to moderate cognitive delays in the “Rising 
Stars Art Program” through the Baytown Art League. The club has also contributed 
funds to help with obtaining equipment for the Special Olympics in our community.

More projects were added the past few years including donating to Barbers Hill 
High School for the ImPact (Immediate Post-Concussion Assessment and Cognitive 
Testing) program that was started at the High School, the program is the most scien-
tifically validated computerized test used by more than 7,400 High Schools to help 
evaluate and manage suspected concussions, and by donating scholarships to Eagle 
Pointe for the Swim Starfish program, the program provides individual swim lessons 
to children with special needs. The Club has also donated to the Chambers County 
Meals on Wheels.

For more information contact W.C.C.P.C. at P.O. Box 1032, Mont Belvieu, TX 
77580, Email wccpilotclub@gmail.com or to purchase tickets contact any West 
Chambers County Pilot Club member or call 832-597-0390.

Members of West Chambers County 
Pilot Club attended the 2019 Barbers 
Hill Fall Fest. 
Members gave out candy and 144 
bicycle safety helmets. 
Their booth won the best Non-profit 
booth at the festival. 

From left are West Chambers County 
Pilot Club President Chelsea George, 
Director Jan Jones, President-Elect 
Angela Fackler, Past-President Marla 
Van Pelt, Susan Hudnall and Cheryl 
Ledet.

Oct 25, 2019 from
The Baytown Sun archives
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EVENING PILOT CLUB 
OF BAYTOWN

The purpose of Pilot’s 
service focus is to promote 
awareness of brain-related 
disorders and to improve 
the lives of those affected 
-- through education, pre-
vention programs, volunteer 
activities, financial support, 
and research.

 
Six general categories of 
brain disorders are:

Traumatic Brain In-

juries (TBI): Head  
injuries caused by accidents.

Developmentally Disabled: 
Congenital brain disorders 
such as learning disabilities 
and mental retardation.

Chemical Dependency: 
Alcohol and drug-related 
illnesses, including Fetal  
Alcohol Syndrome, and in-
fants born with an addition to 
drugs.

Diseases which cause de-
mentia (loss of intellectual 

functions): Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease, Multi-Infarct Dementia,  
Parkinson’s Disease, Hunting-
ton’s Disease, Creutzfeldt-Ja-
kob Disease, Pick’s Disease, 
Normal Pressure Hydroceph-
alus. 

Mental and Emotional Dis-
orders: Schizophrenia, chron-
ic depression, and mental  
illnesses.

Other Brain Disorders: 
Brain tumors, neuromus-
cular diseases, strokes, and  

disorders caused by over 
medication.

Pilot’s Primary Focus: Brain-related Disorders and Disabilities, and Brain Safety and Health

Barbara Thomas - President
Pam Shirley - President
Barbara Thomas - Past President
Joyce Cox -President Elect

Brainminder Buddies  
Puppet
Show 

We’ve had you covered 100 years in 
World Wars, Tragedies, Hurricanes, 

Floods and now the Coronavirus
www.baytownsun.com

Barbara Thomas
Card Service Specialist

Claudia Wyles
Card Services Manager

Susana Parga
Member Service Representative
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2019 - 2020 
DIRECTORS

Past President Gladys Pryor
Kerri Hurlbut
Judy Wheat

2020-2021 
DIRECTORS

Tammy Phenicie
Glenda Mosley

President
Cindy Fehring

President Elect
Susan Pitts

Vice President
Kathy Young

Treasurer
Allene DonCarlos

Recording Secretary
Terry Presley

Corresponding Secretary
Helen Gerlich

PILOT CLUB
The Pilot Club of Baytown, Inc. is a non-profit service organization of about 50 members, with a goal for service 

to the community. 
Pilot Club of Baytown, chartered in 1949, is a Texas district club of Pilot International (PI), a worldwide service 

organization.  
PI was founded in Macon, Georgia, in 1921. Riverboat Pilots of the early 1900s are the inspiration for the name, as 

these pilots were admired for their ability to steer a “true course” through challenging conditions and obstacles.  
Christmas Tour of Homes fundraiser in 2019 featured beautiful homes offered by Dean & Gena Hutto, Wes & 

Kathy Winn, Shane & Kathi Claussen, and Glenn & Stefani Lemelle.
Pilot Clubs around the world promise to “DO MORE, CARE MORE, BE MORE” for those in need.  Pilots continue 

with a primary focus on brain health and safety with such projects as Alzheimer’s, dementia, and traumatic brain 
injuries. Using puppets, Pilots also teach brain protection to children and the elderly through Pilot Brainminders® 
Programs. Pilot schedules programs in the high schools to teach students about consequences of drinking and driving 
with Sean Carter, “When Sean Speaks, Inc.”  Sean, unable to walk or talk, gives personal experiences to students of 
the possible results of drinking and driving – talking with the voice of his computer.

In 1998, Pilot Club of Baytown organized the annual Baytown Walk to End Alzheimer’s, a satellite Walk for the 
Houston Alzheimer’s Association, raising over $709,326 since its inception. In 1982, this Club along with the Evening 
Baytown Pilot Club introduced the Lifeline Program, an emergency response system for homebound residents. Over 
$17,500 toward student scholarships and educational programs is awarded each year. Pilot sponsors a Patriotism 
Essay contest for 5th graders in the Baytown schools. Pilots support and participate in many other projects important 
to the community.

Texas Pilot Clubs across the State work together - Friendships have strengthened over the years by participating 
together in many challenging projects. The Baytown Club sponsored numerous Texas Pilot clubs still active – San 
Jacinto Pilot Club, Evening Baytown Pilot Club, West Chambers County Pilot Club and Pilot Club of Odessa.   

Baytown Pilot Club sponsored an Anchor Club in October 2018 with the IMPACT Early College High School.  
Seventeen students became charter members.  Anchor Club is a 
youth service organization, with clubs around the world who give 
back to serve their communities.

For information about Pilot Club or for joining Pilot as a 
volunteer, call 281-424-7838, 

Like our Facebook Page or visit the 
Local Pilot website:  http://www.pilotclubofbaytown.org/    
Texas District website:  http:// www.pitexasdistrict.org/ 
Pilot International website:  http://www.pilotinternational.org/
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281-573-9093
Cedar Bayou Self Storage
Family Owned Business

Climate 
controlled, 

non-climate 
controlled 
& outside 

storage

5911 N. Hwy. 146 
1800 Cedar Bayou Rd.

Two
locations!

2019 - 2020
OFFICERS

Pilot Club members Deloris Ellis, 
Cindy Fehring and Susan Moore-Fontenot 

were spotted delivery surprise candies 
to patients inside Rollingbrook Rehab on 

Valentine’s Day.

Judy Wheat
Proud member of the Pilot Club of Baytown

for over 16 years
Proud member of the Pilot Club of Baytown 

for over 17 years
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407J W. Baker Rd.
Baytown, TX 77521

281-421-2314

Owner: Kathy Young

kathysmn10@comcast.net

Mon, Tues, Wed, Sat
10:00-6:00

Thurs, Fri: 10:00-7:00
Closed Sunday

Bring in ad for 10% discount, 1 per person.
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700 Rollingbrook, Suite A
Baytown, TX 77521
Bus. 281-420-3100  TF. 877-838-3102
Fax 877-503-0162
jennifer.marcontell@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com/jennifer-marcontell
California Insurance License OC24309
Arkansas Insurance Number 3230171

Jennifer Marcontell, CFP  , ChFC , AAMS
Financial Advisor

® ® ®

CAROLYN
Carolyn Parrish

281-236-4272 • carolynjparrish110@gmail.com
www.designsbycarolynparrish.com

Custom Window Fashions • Hunter Douglas Showcase Dealer • Handcra� ed Jewelry

1415 N. PRUETT • BAYTOWN, TX 77520

Designs by

Neva White
Branch Manager

nevawhite@bayerhfcu.com
o  ce: 800.272.6003 x1601

fax: 281.420.0020

1.800.272.6003
3800 Massey Tompkins Rd

Baytown, TX 77521
www.bayerhfcu.com

Focused.
Driven.

Esther Dubrovsky, MD
Houston Methodist Surgery Associates
Breast Surgery
houstonmethodist.org/baytown

Houston Methodist Baytown Outpatient Center
1677A W Baker Rd, Suite 2301
Baytown, Tx 77521
Offi ce: 346.292.2000 | Fax: 346.292.2001

Pilot Club of Baytown Executive Board 2019-2020
Front row: Gladys Pryor, Kathy Young, Helen Gerlich, Kerri Hurlbut. Back row: Allene DonCarlos, 

Tammy Phenicie, Glenda Mosley, Judy Wheat, Terry Presley, Susan Pitts and Cindy Fehring.

Club members planning next Yellow Rose Gala Aimee Davis & husband, Rick Davis, entertaining
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KIWANIS CLUB
DIRECTORS & OFFICERS 

President Linda Kelly
President-Elect Sandy Denson
Vice President Renea Dillon
Secretary Renee L Rhodes

Treasurer Lowell Westermann
Assistant Secretary Chad Merling
Assistant Treasurer Stacie Fulton

Immediate Past President
Bernie Mulvaney

Directorz - Two-Year Term
Mark Alexander

Blake Cather
Gary Englert

Stephen McWilliams

Directors - One-Year Term
Brent Currie
Dave Jirrels

John McMillon
Harvey Oyler

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Scholarships: Renea Dillon

Community & Youth Services:
Sandy Denson

Spirtual Aims: Linda Krisher
Sponsored Youth: Gary Englert

Partners in Education: Harvey Oyler
Membership/Growth: 

Blake Cather & David Bloom
Club PR & Marketing: 

David Bloom & Blake Cather
Fundraising: Chad Merling

Annual 
service projects 

include:
• Scholarships for 
  graduating seniors

• Sponsorship of Robert E. Lee 
  High School Key Club

• Sponsorship of Ross S. Sterling 
  High School Key Club

• Sponsorship of Goose Creek   
  Memorial High School Key Club

• Sponsorship of Baytown 
  Christian Academy Key Club

• Sponsorship of the Barbers Hill 
  High School Key Club

• Baytown YMCA 
  Gator Bike Ride

• Project Blue Jailbreak Run

• Goose Creek Special Olympics

• Baytown Special Rodeo
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Linda Krisher
Broker/Owner/CRS
10425 Eagle Drive #5
Mt. Belvieu
281.385.0018
281.451.1198
linda@krishermckay.com
www.krishermckay.com

4701 1-10 East • BAYTOWN • 281-839-7700
“Everything We Do Is Centered Around You”

www.mycommunitycar.com

 THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
 PRACTICING MEDICINE 
 AND LEADING IT.

.  
281.42 .
houstonmethodist.org/locations/baytown

“Where there is a defi nite difference.”
6123 Garth Road, Baytown

281.839.0700
www.crespoandjirrels.com

Linda K. Kelly

In loving support of the 
Kiwanis Club of Baytown

The Kiwanis Club of Baytown boasts a membership of over 60 members 
and has a substantial presence in the community of Baytown.  

The Kiwanis Club of Baytown embraces the Kiwanis mission of 
“Changing the World One Child and 

One Community At A Time.” 
The motto of Kiwanis is 

“Serving the Children of the World.” 

We fulfill our mission and club motto through the sponsorship of five 
high school Key Clubs and one elementary K-Kids Club. We are also the 

partner of Alamo Elementary through the Baytown Chamber of Commerce 
Partners in Education program, having won the title of Partner of the Year 

twice in the past ten years. 

We also support our mission through community service, fund raising, 
membership, spiritiual development and other sponsored youth activities.

BaytownKiwanis.com
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2020 - 71st Year for 
Kiwanis Apple Sales Proud Partners in 

Education with Alamo
Elementary School

CommunityBank
O F     T  E  X  A  S

5700 Garth Road Baytown, TX 77521
281-691-9151 p   |   281-421-9592 f

713-805-9100 c
www.communitybankoftx.com

Gary S. Englert  
Execuitve Vice President/Regional CEO

genglert@CBOTX.com The Baytown Sun
Your Daily Newspaper & Chambers County Weekly

Laurie Terry (center), chairperson of the annual Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation gala for the Bay Area, accepts the Kiwanis sponsorship check from 
Bernie Mulvaney (left) and Linda Kelly (right). The club has been a long-standing 
supporter of the annual gala.

John McMillon
Retired Lee College Professor

Proud to Serve

Peggy Loggins
Retired GCCISD Librarian

Proud to Serve

Linda Kelly, of Kiwanis receives a proclamation from Baytown Past Mayor 
Stephen DonCarlos proclaiming Oct. 26 “Apple Day” in Baytown.

photos from The Baytown Sun archives
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Greater Baytown Area
& Chambers County

For more information call 281.424.5922
5309 Decker Drive | Baytown, TX 77520

unitedwaygbacc.org

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
UNITED WAY SUPPORTS OUR COMMUNITY...

Take A Book, 
Leave A Book.
UW Supports 
Literacy For 
All Ages.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

NAMES
bears a shortened version of his name.

Airhart Drive is designated for a pioneer-
ing family that operated a dairy in the area. 
Busch Road honors the family that came 
here from Germany in the 1840s and ran a 
store at what was called Busch’s Landing. 
The landing was near Durrain Ferry, which 
carried travelers across Goose Creek. A 
street in West Baytown still bears that op-
eration’s title. Ilfrey Street honors Edward 
Ilfrey who established a ferry across Cedar 
Bayou. Ilfrey operated a store and a post 
office on the Baytown side of the shore as 
well.

Sjolander Road is named for Swed-
ish-American poet John Peter Sjolander. 
Known as the “Sage of Cedar Bayou,” 
Sjolander came to the area in 1871 and 
worked in a brickyard.

As a farmer on the banks of Cedar Bayou, 
Sjolander created poems, which appeared 
in publications throughout the country. 

Massey Tompkins Road is named for a 
pair of old Cedar Bayou families. Massey 
Street was also designated in tribute to one 
of them.

Pruett Street honors an old Baytown fam-
ily that has contributed much to the city’s 

progress. Price Pruett, who built a home 
near the famed old Texas Avenue oak tree, 
helped Ross S. Sterling organize the streets 
in Goose Creek. Son and grandson, both 
named Rolland, were very active in city 
politics. Price Street was named for their 
father and grandfather as well.

Oil and business
Oil gave birth to Baytown and so it is fit-

ting that some of its street names have con-
nections to black gold. Others are named 
for popular and pioneering businessmen.

Republic, Gulf, Humble and Atlantic 
streets in Goose Creek were all named for 
oil companies.

The founder of one of those compa-
nies, Humble Oil that is now Exxon Mo-
bil, was Ross Shaw Sterling. Sterling, who 
also helped to layout the early portions of 
Baytown, is the namesake of Sterling Av-
enue.

Sterling was also president of the Day-
ton-Goose Creek Railway Company. As 
owner of both the Houston Post and the 
Houston Dispatch he merged the two papers 
into what eventually became the Houston 
Post. As chairman of the Texas Highway 
Commission in 1930 Sterling was instru-
mental in highway development, including 
formation of a 100-foot right-of-way. Ster-

ling also served one term as governor from 
1930 to 1932. He lived across the channel 
in Morgan’s Point in a small-scale replica 
of the White House.

Gaillard Street is named for John Gail-
lard. It was on his property that oil was dis-
covered in the early 1900s.

Nazro Street was named for Underwood 
Nazro, former vice president of Gulf Oil.

Hugh Echols Blvd. is named for the man 
who was president of Citizens Bank (now 
Amegy Bank) for many years. Pearce Street 
honors four brothers — Louis, J.E., Lafay-
ette and Oscar Pearce — who located their 
Texas Iron Works on Goose Creek.

Aron Street was named for pioneer Goose 
Creek businessman Sol Aron.

Several streets bear the name of local 
land developers: Defee for W.E. Defee and 
Savell Street for Dan Savell.

The names of several Baytown streets 
can be traced back to members of the Defee 
family. Murill, James and Jack Defee were 
the children of the developer and their first 
names appear on three Goose Creek Streets 
that run parallel to one another.

Garth Road gets its moniker from High-
lands developer J.W. Garth. Marion Street 
is named for the daughter of developer B.B. 
Williams.

Brickyards played an important role in 
the early economic life of the area and sev-

eral streets remember yard owners: William 
Fayle (Fayle Street), John Kilgore (Kilgore 
Road) and Fred Gillette (Gillette Drive).

Public servants  
A number of the streets in Baytown were 

named for those who served the area in 
government.

Several former Tri-city mayors are hon-
ored on street signs including Pelly’s Ed-
die Cleveland (Cleveland Street) and C.Q. 
“Kid” Alexander (Alexander Drive) of 
Goose Creek. Cleveland was the first may-
or of the new, consolidated Baytown.

Fortinberry Street remembers former 
Goose Creek Mayor C.I. Fortinberry who 
operated a drug store on Main Street. Olive 
pays homage to one-time Pelly Mayor C.H. 
Olive. Emmett Hutto Boulevard is named 
for the man who twice served the city as 
mayor, first from 1978 to 1983 and again 
from 1985 to 1992.

Former city manager and finance direc-
tor J.B. Lefevre is the namesake of Lefe-
vre Road while Mary Elizabeth Wilbanks 
Avenue honors the former Baytown city 
councilwoman and chairman of the Hous-
ton-Galveston Area Council. 

Gentry Drive is named for the longtime 
superintendent of Goose Creek CISD, 
George Gentry. 



Chevron Phillips 
Chemical is one 
of the world’s 

top producers of 
petrochemicals 

and plastics 
serving 

customers in  
140 countries.  
We are proud  

to recognize the 
contributions 
of women in 

petrochemicals.



Dwayne Litteer
Baytown Lions Club

Community Leadership

LIONS CLUB

President - Sarah Baldwin
1st Vice-President - Beth Thompson
2nd Vice-President -  Wally Vosloh
3rd Vice-President - Dr. Anthony Price
Secretary - Carol Leskovjan 
Treasurer - Dwayne Litteer
Lion Tamer - Harvey Oyler
Tail Twisters -  Randy Casey 
   Stewart Dallas  
              Vaughn Davidson
   Travis Gaynor
   Harvey Oyler
              Joe Wilson
Membership -  Kathy Jaeger

DIRECTORS
Zeke Flores, 1 year
Mark David Sherron, 1 year
Kathy Anderson, 2 years
GArry Nelson, 2 years
Immediate Past President - 
                          Dr. Anthony Price

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

Lion’s Club International
The world’s largest service club asso-

ciation, Lions Clubs International has 1.4 
million members in more than 46,000 
clubs in approximately 210 countries and 
geographical areas.  Lions are men and 
women who volunteer their time to hu-
manitarian causes.  Founded in 1917, our 
motto is  “We Serve”.

Texas Lions Camp
Texas Lions Camp is a residential camp-

ing facility for children with physical dis-
abilities, type 1 diabetes and cancer. The 
Camp is located on over 500 acres in the 
beautiful Texas Hill Country, and is de-
signed to introduce the “Can Do” philoso-
phy to children dealing with special medi-
cal conditions.

Children with special needs from all 
over the State of Texas are invited to at-
tend one of 9 weeks, which we hope will 
become one of their life-long childhood 
memories. A week designed for fun, ex-
ploration and challenge.
Texas Lions Camp Mission

The primary purpose of the Camp is to 
provide, without charge, a camp for phys-
ically disabled, hearing/vision impaired, 
and diabetic children from the State of 
Texas, regardless of race, religion, or na-
tional origin. Our goal is to provide an at-
mosphere wherein campers will learn the 
“Can Do” philosophy and be allowed to 
achieve maximum personal growth and 
self-esteem.

The Texas Lions Camp is recognized 
as a non-profit corporation, under section 
501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice Code. The Camp is accredited by the 
American Camping Association, and is li-
censed by the Texas Department of Health.

Texas Lions Camp History
The Texas Lions Camp was chartered 

in 1949 in response to the terrible polio 
epidemic that forever changed the lives of 
so many Texas children. Since that time, 
the Texas Lions Camp has dynamically 
changed to include children who have all 
manner and types of physical disabilities, 
diabetes and cancer.

Flags Across Baytown

www.baytownlions.org

Today, we are serving more children 
than at any other time in our history. 
Over 1,500 children per summer attend 
Texas Lions Camp.
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LaNelle McKay, Agent
Cell: 713-254-0163

mckay@krishermckay.com

Ready to Buy or Sell
Call LaNelle

1000 Massey Tompkins
Baytown, TX

Offi  ce: 281-427-5444

KRISHER-MCKAY INC. REALTORS

James S. Moore, DDS
Proud Member 

since 1972

Carol Leskovjan
Baytown Lions Club
Secretary

“To Comfort Always”

Kathy Anderson
Community Liaison
2015 Baytown Sun

Readers Choice Award Winner
Best Hospice Care

2015 DADS Survey
No Defi ciencies

281-422-0414 281-422-9605 Fax

Faith Community Hospice LLC Travis J Gaynor
Financial Advisor
4806 B East Fwy,
Baytown, TX 77521
281-421-1791
www.edwardjones.com

travis.gaynor@edwardjones.com

, AAMS

Sarah & Wayne
Baldwin

Honoring 

Vera Simpson 
Over 35 years of service to Lions

Sarah & Wayne
Baldwin

Harvey & Ann Oyler 
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Weekly Meetings

Golden Corral Restaurant
4610 Garth Rd
Baytown, TX

Tuesdays
11:45 am - 1:00 pm

Mission of Lions Clubs International
Lions Clubs International is dedicated to helping those less fortunate in their 

communities and around the world. Cutting across all national, racial and cultural 
boundaries, activities have included sight conservation and work with the visually 
impaired, youth programs including drug education and prevention and volunteer 
programs, diabetes detection and research and work for international cooperation and 
understanding.

Baytown Lions Club Mission
The Baytown Lions Club is dedicated to serving the less fortunate in our community 

through charitable programs focused primarily on the youth in the Baytown area. 
We are committed to providing scholarships to graduating seniors in the local high 

schools each year to students in need of  financial help to attend college.
We are committed to sponsoring children with disabilities to attend summer camp 

at the Texas Lions Camp in Kerrville, Texas.   We are committed to providing financial 
support for the camp through a portion of  our membership dues and the purchase of  
lifetime memberships in honor or memory of  our members.  We support many other 
local and international charitable programs that are in keeping with the Lions Club 
International mission.

Flags Across Baytown
The club is currently displaying about 800 flags across Baytown.  Approximately 16 

Lions Club volunteers are actively involved in the flag program each holiday period.
To volunteer or to join the Lions, call Dwayne Litteer at 832-556-8257.
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Hutchison & Associates
Engineers • Land Planners 

Surveyors • Designers
1209 Decker Dr., Ste. 100
Baytown, TX 77520
P: 281.422.8213
F: 281.420.2717

jerry@bhainc.com
www.BHAINC.com

Jerry I. Gainer, P.E., R.P.L.S.
President

 DICK DAWSON
ATTORNEY AT LAW

 Board Certifi ed-Estate Planning & Probate Law
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

 501 Ward Road
Baytown, Tx 77520

 Offi  ce (281) 427-1747
dickdawson@earthlink.net

www.dickdawsonattorney.com

Randy Casey,
Agent
4406 N. Main
Baytown, TX
281-421-2244

www.randycase.net

3722 N Main, Ste. 150
Baytown, Texas 77521
Ofc. 281-428-8822

Your REALTOR For Life!

Kathy Jaeger
REALTOR

Cell 281-684-6977
Kathy@virginiamalone.com

G I B S O N
PRINTING COMPANY

Quality Printing Since 1965

1302 North Pruett
Baytown, TX 77520

281.422.2222 / Fax: 281.427.1224
E-mail: gibsonprinting@verizon.net

Mark Himsel

Active Member Since 1980

PROUD SUPPORTER 
OF THE 

BAYTOWN LIONS CLUB

LEE COLLEGE REGENT

Brenda Weinberger
Sr. Vice President, Personnel, 

Administrative & Risk Management
Chief Operations Officer

From left, Lions Renita Price, Dr. Anthony Price, Kathy Anderson, 
Club President Sarah Baldwin, Dwayne Litteer & LaNelle McKay

We’ve had you covered 100 years in 
World Wars, Tragedies, Hurricanes, 

Floods and now the Coronavirus
www.baytownsun.com
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OPTIMIST CLUB OF BAYTOWN
The Optimist movement began when the Optimist Club of Indianapolis, IN was formed in May 1916.  

A total of 11 clubs held a convention in Louisville, KY and formed Optimist International on June 19, 1919.  
The Baytown Optimist Club was chartered in April, 1954.

OFFICERS 
& 

DIRECTORS

President
Jose Peña

President Elect
Kathryn Seanger

Past President
Chagie Villanueva

Secretary
Sherry White

Treasurer
Stan White

Vice Presidents
Kathryn Seanger
Kathy Anderson

Directors - Two years
Jerry Reavis

Gary Anderson

Directors - One year
Pi-Yi Mayo

John Crawford

PAST 
DISTRICT 

GOVERNORS
1976-1977 

Lester M. Alford

1977-1978 
Allen Johnson - 

Distinguished Governor

1998-1999 
Billy Higginbothum

2001-2002
Vernon Hayes

2003-2004
Stan White

PAST 
INTL. VICE 

PRESIDENT
1981-1982

Allen Johnson

OVER 40- YEARS’ 
SERVICE
Buddy Dean

OVER 30 YEARS’ 
SERVICE
Pi-Yi Mayo
Stan White

The Optimist’s Creed
Promise yourself

To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind.

To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet.

To make all your friends feel that there is something in them.

To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true.

To think only of the best, to work only for the best and to expect only the best.

To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own.

To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future.

To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and 
give every living creature you meet a smile.

To give so much time to the improvement of yourself 
that you have no time to criticize others.

To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear 
and too happy to permit the presence of trouble.

Optimist Projects “Friends of Youth”
Youth Football

Christmas Party with the Lions Club
Welcome Stranger Program

Thanksgiving Feed
Working with Habitat for Humanity

Helping with Poinsetta Sales
International Junior Golf Championships

Working with students from Mary 
Institute & St. Louis Country Day School 

on Spring Break

Working with Keep Baytown Beautiful
Oratorical Essay Contest

Trash Off
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DEDICATED
Optimist Members

SHERRY WHITE & STAN WHITE
MEMBER SINCE -1992

Past President
First Lady President of Club
Past SETX District Chairman

MEMBER SINCE -1984
Past President

Past SETX District Chairman
Past SETX Lt. Governor

Past SETX Governor

Marcos Andrade
Senior Vice President, Market President

Sheila McDonald
Vice President, Banking Center Manager

NMLS #803029
713.586.4888

www.capitalbanktx.com
3719 Garth Road, Baytown, TX 77521

SHERRY & STAN WHITE

Serving the Baytown Area Since 1983

610 William Avenue
Phone/Fax: 281-422-6968

Baytown, Texas 77520

BAYTOWN
TROPHY-N-ENGRAVING



OPTIMIST CLUB OF BAYTOWN
The Optimist movement began when the Optimist Club of Indianapolis, IN was formed in May 1916.  

A total of 11 clubs held a convention in Louisville, KY and formed Optimist International on June 19, 1919.  
The Baytown Optimist Club was chartered in April, 1954.
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“To Comfort Always”

Kathy Anderson
Community Liaison
2015 Baytown Sun

Readers Choice Award Winner
Best Hospice Care

2015 DADS Survey
No Defi ciencies

281-422-0414 281-422-9605 Fax

Faith Community Hospice LLC G I B S O N
PRINTING COMPANY

Quality Printing Since 1965

1302 North Pruett
Baytown, TX 77520

281.422.2222 / Fax: 281.427.1224
E-mail: gibsonprinting@verizon.net

We’ve had you covered 100 years in 
World Wars, Tragedies, Hurricanes, 

Floods and now the Coronavirus
www.baytownsun.com

Jose Peña 
Club President

Proudly serving the 
Optimist Club of Baytown

Mary Institute and St. Louis County Day School (MICDS) students helped Baytown Optimist Club and Habitat for Humanity each summer. 
They have done this for over 17 years under the leadership of  Josh Smith, Athletic Director for the non-denomination K-12 Missouri school. 

Pictured left, first row:  Meaghan Cannon, Mimi Brown, Estephanie Estrada, Kendall Rozen, Sophia Puertas, Morgan Sutton, 
Izzy Kimbrough, Olivia Ferguson, Naomi Ferguson, Lily Dooley, Ria Patil, Lauren Ferguson, Annie Knapp, Lucy Zhao.  2nd row:  
Nick Clifford, Matthew Curtis, Josh Sutton, 
Patrick O’Brien, Christian LeNoir, Alex Fey, Megan Smith, Gabby Carmichael, Rishi Bhattacharya, Nate Smith, Jala 
Muhammad, Jessica Brooks, Addie Jung, Bess Lehman, Mereya Riopedre, Sophia Taylor.  3rd row:  Alexander Huber, Charles 
Huber, Charlie B Southern, Samantha White, Tomaso Maicco, Josh Smith, Santi Gonzalez, Eshaan Tibrewata, Cam Craig, 
Jackson Fox, Chris Fox, Greg Hunton, Erica Moore

Value of  volunteerism
taught by youth
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SERVICE LEAGUE 
OF BAYTOWN

Founded in 1948, the Service League of Baytown is an organization committed to fostering interest 
in the social, economic, educational, civic, and cultural conditions of the community.

The Service League’s primary service is vision and hearing screening for all kindergarten, first, 
third, fifth, and seventh graders in Goose Creek CISD, Barbers Hill ISD, St. Joseph, Chinquapin Pre-
paratory School and Baytown Christian Academy. 

All members of the League are state-certified vision and hearing screeners. 
League members also volunteer once a month calling bingo and providing prizes of common house 

hold items to fixed income senior citizens at the J.D. Walker Community Center. 
They serve as docents at the Baytown Historical Museum giving educational tours to all third-grade 

GCCISD students and host bi-annual birthday parties for students at Chinquapin Preparatory School, 
as well as an end-of-year graduation party.

Each Christmas the Service League adopts up to three needy families from our community and 
provides gifts, meals and items for the holiday. 

The Service League’s primary source of funding for these community programs has been the annual 
Charity Ball, initiated in 1965.  It is only through the support of the community that allows the League 
to continue serving and helping others, one hundred percent of funds raised and donated remain in the 
local community.

Service League Members

Board of Directors 
2020-2021

Brandi Rodriguez- President
Melisa Quinones- President Elect

Chrissa Teel- Vice President 
Gigi Cockrell- Treasurer

Greta Ludwig-Recording Secretary 
Rhonda Smart- Corresponding Secretary 

Cassie Daniel- Projects
Rose Pfitzner- Fundraiser Chairman

Sarah Castleberry- Past President
Kacie Fivecoat- Board Member at Large

Kacie Fivecoat
REALTOR®
Cell: 832.436.3472
kaciefi vecoat@kw.com
www.kaciefi vecoat.kwrealty.com

Each offi ce  is independently owned and operated

Texas Temperature Control Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 1761

Baytown, Texas 77522
O
  ce: (281) 422-4647

Fax: (281) 420-1485

Leticia Sandoval
Realtor

Cell: (832) 687-7735
Email: LeticiaSandoval@KW.com

281-422-5188 | 6503 Garth Rd., Ste. 160

Serving Baytown for over 30 years

Gigi Cockrell



FORGET  

WHAT YOU  

KNOW ABOUT  

COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE

If you thought college wasn’t for you or 
community college was nothing more than the 13th grade,  
it’s time you take another look. Lee College o�ers outstanding 
faculty, dynamic academic and workforce programs, athletics, and 
a culture dedicated to student success. It’s time you get educated.

Welcome to your future.
Get started today, visit www.lee.edu/yourfuture

AND JOIN THE LEE COLLEGE COMMUNITY.MUNITTYOM

aa/eeo
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