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Born and raised in Baytown, Kesha Creeks-Williams joined ExxonMobil in 2010, hiring in as a process operator 
for three years. She then worked as a console operator for five years before assuming her current role as 
shift team leader at the ExxonMobil Baytown Chemical Plant. Read her story on Page 6.
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The ExxonMobil Baytown Complex is one of the larg-
est integrated and most technologically advanced petro-
leum and petrochemical complexes in the world.

Founded in 1919, ExxonMobil’s Baytown complex is 
located on approximately 3,400 acres along the Houston 
Ship Channel.

The Baytown area is comprised of four manufacturing 
sites, including one in Mont Belvieu, and the Chemical 
Company’s Technology and Engineering complex. These 
include:

• Refinery, Manager Dan Helgesen
• Chemical Plant, Site Manager Kate Lightfoot
• Olefins Plant, Manager Jason Duncan
• Technology and Engineering Complex, Site Manager 

Robert Bacon
• Mont Belvieu Plastics Plant, Manager Wim Blokker
The Baytown area facilities are staffed by approxi-

mately 3,700 ExxonMobil employees and 3,800 contract 
personnel, who manage the businesses and operate and 
maintain the manufacturing facilities on a 24-hour, year-
round basis.

Annual taxes (property, city, county, school and col-
lege) are approximately $125 million.

REFINERY
The Baytown Refinery is one of the largest refineries 

in the United States, with a crude oil capacity of 584,000 
barrels per day.

The Baytown Refinery is a maximum conversion refin-
ery and has the flexibility to process heavy, high-sulfur 
and high-metal crudes into a full range of petroleum prod-
ucts, including LPG, motor gasoline, jet and diesel fuels 
and carbon coke.

It is also one of the largest lube basestock plants in the 
world and produces products such as lube oils, waxes, flu-
ids and specialties in various blends and grades.

The Baytown Refinery is fully integrated with the 
Chemical and Olefins plants and is a major source of pet-
rochemical feedstocks for these plants.

CHEMICAL PLANT
The Baytown Chemical Plant has the capacity to pro-

duce more than 9 billion pounds of petrochemical prod-
ucts each year, supporting six ExxonMobil Chemical 
Company business lines.

The Aromatics train produces paraxylene, benzene and 
heavy aromatic fluids for use in applications such as poly-
ester fabrics, food packaging and agricultural chemicals. 

The Olefins units produce propylene, syngas and C4-C5 
olefins products, which are consumed within BTCP, by 
other ExxonMobil plants and by third parties.

Propylene is converted to high-performance Polypro-
pylene products, which are used in diverse products such 
as auto battery cases, auto interior and trim components, 
carpet fibers, molded goods, packaging, appliance parts 
and diapers/hygiene.

The Butyl Polymers section converts olefins butyl rub-
ber, bromobutyl and Exxpro products, which go into tire 

inner tubes, other tire components, pharmaceutical and 
other end uses.

The Synthetics section produces metallocene polyal-
phaolefins for use in finished industrial, automotive and 
gear oil applications.

OLEFINS PLANT
The Baytown Olefins Plant is located on a 370-acre 

tract adjacent to the Baytown Refinery and Chemical 
Plant. The plant produces 10 billion pounds of the world’s 
most widely used primary petrochemicals -- ethylene, 
propylene and butadiene -- and is feedstock flexible. It is 
one of the largest ethylene plants in the world.

Baytown Olefins Plant also houses most of the cogen-
eration facilities that produce all of the power and steam 
required to operate the ExxonMobil Baytown complex. 
Total cogeneration capacity is approximately 550 mega-
watts.

MONT BELVIEU PLASTICS PLANT
The Mont Belvieu Plastics Plant is located on 500 

acres in Chambers County and specializes in the produc-
tion of polyethylene. The Plastics Plant utilizes the latest 
technology in processing and catalysis to produce linear 

low-density and high-density polyethylene products for 
use in film applications including food packaging, liquid 
packaging, heavy duty sacks, stretch and shrink films for 
bundling, hygiene films, trash bags, industrial liners, ag-
ricultural films, grocery bags, can liners, pipe and various 
blow-molded rigid containers.

TECHNOLOGY & ENGINEERING
The Baytown Technology and Engineering Complex is 

ExxonMobil Chemical’s primary global technology cen-
ter. It provides research and development support to all 
ExxonMobil Chemical’s global business groups. 

The site sits within the larger ExxonMobil Baytown 
complex, and includes two facilities — referred to as 
BTEC-East and BTEC-West — with 740,000 square feet 
of space for laboratories, offices, product and applications 
testing and pilot plant operations.

BTEC-East houses employees who provide research 
and development, and technical support to the company’s 
global Olefins Aromatics, Intermediates, Synthetics, Cat-
alyst and Licensing business groups.   BTEC-West serves 
as the major research and development facility for Exx-
onMobil Chemical’s worldwide Polymers business, with 
a focus on polyolefins and elastomers products, and catal-
ysis research for the plastics industry.

ExxonMobil’s significant area investment 
Profiles – industry

The ExxonMobil Baytown Complex is one of the largest integrated and most technologically advanced petroleum and pet-
rochemical complexes in the world.
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The ExxonMobil Baytown Complex is one of the 
largest integrated and most technologically advanced 
refining and petrochemical complexes in the world. 
The complex is located on approximately 3,400 acres 
along the Houston Ship Channel, about 25 miles east 
of Houston. It is comprised of four manufacturing 
sites, including one in nearby Mont Belvieu, and a 
global technology center. Employing a workforce 
of approximately 7,000, the Baytown area sites are 
highly integrated which makes the plants and products 
more efficient. We are developing technologies to 

make cleaner fuels and are working together to oper-
ate more safely and reliably.

In May of 2019, ExxonMobil announced a $2 bil-
lion investment to expand its Baytown Chemical plant 
in addition to the 2017 “Growing the Gulf” initiative, 
which outlined plans to build and expand manufactur-
ing facilities along the U.S. Gulf Coast, creating more 
than 45,000 high-paying jobs across the region.

The Baytown Chemical Expansion Project is pro-
gressing with heavy haul and equipment deliveries 
through much of 2020. The first heavy haul transport 

was received on Jan. 27, carrying a reactor. With 
heavy equipment starting to arrive on the site from 
around the world the Baytown Chemical Expansion 
Project is well on its way to completion which is pro-
jected to be in 2022. 

The delivery of such large pieces of equipment was 
made possible due to the extensive planning and co-
operation between ExxonMobil and City of Baytown 
staff. The expansion project will continue to deliver 
high-paying jobs and beneficial economic activity to 
the region.

Baytown Chemical Expansion Project’s first heavy haul transport.

Baytown chemical plant expansion receives 1st heavy haul

For much of its history, Baytown was 
the epitome of a “company town,” and 
that company was the Humble Oil and 
Refining Co. 

In the decades that followed the build-
ing of the company’s Baytown refinery, 
the company went through several name 
changes: Esso, Exxon in 1972, and 
finally, following a 1999 merger, the 
ExxonMobil Corp.

Founded in 1917 by future Texas 
governor Ross S. Sterling and eight 
other wildcatters, Humble was one of 
several oil-producing firms that sprang 

into being in Texas following the Spin-
dletop strike in 1901. Seven years later, 
in 1908, a large oil field was discovered 
where Goose Creek flows into Tabbs 
Bay. A decade later, plans were under-
way for the construction of what would 
become one of the most modern and 
important refining centers in the nation.

Construction began in April 1919, and 
Humble employees spent a year battling 
swampy conditions and humid and rainy 
weather to erect the first stages of the 
facility. The first oil was charged to a 
still on May 11, a date which was com-

memorated as a local holiday for years 
afterward.

Formal completion of the refinery was 
celebrated on April 21, 1921, to coincide 
with San Jacinto Day.

While the nearest town to the refinery 
was Goose Creek, the company began 
building a community of small bunga-
lows for refinery workers, which they 
called “East Baytown,” after a nearby 
19th-century trading post. The company 
also built schools, health facilities and 
stores to serve employees and their fam-
ilies. The nearby community of Pelly 

also grew from the influx of workers 
seeking jobs at the refinery.

During World War II, the Baytown re-
finery was the nation’s largest producer 
of aviation fuel, contributing mightily to 
the Allied victory over the Axis powers.

Today, ExxonMobil remains the city’s 
largest employer, taxpayer and benefac-
tor.

In 2017, ExxonMobil announced it is 
expanding manufacturing capacity along 
the U.S. Gulf Coast through planned in-
vestments of $20 billion over a 10-year 
period. That work continues today.

From ‘Humble’ beginnings, a global corporation is born

Profiles – industry



4401 Garth Rd.  I  Baytown, TX 77521

Visit houstonmethodist.org/baytown to make an 
appointment with our primary or specialty care physicians, 
or call 281.428.2273 for a physician referral.

At Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital, we continue to improve the quality of  
our health care and expand our services.

We are proud to offer these recent additions:

 • A new leading-edge emergency department featuring 42 private  
treatment rooms

 • A new and expanded Cancer Center offering infusion and radiation therapy,  
12 private chemotherapy suites and support services from patient navigators  

 • A new neonatal intensive care unit

 • Two new patient care units with 46 spacious private patient rooms

 • New state-of-the-art operating rooms for cancer treatment, orthopedics, 
cardiovascular treatment, gynecology, gastroenterology, pulmonary, bariatric  
and robotic-assisted surgery

 • A new outpatient center featuring ambulatory surgery, orthopedics and  
sports medicine, physical and occupational therapy, imaging, laboratory services, 
Breast Care Center, primary care services, and an occupational health clinic
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 EXXONMOBIL

Kesha Creeks-Williams was born and raised in 
Baytown. After graduating from Ross S. Sterling 
High School she received a bachelor’s degree 
in Biology/Chemistry from Sam Houston State 
University.  

Kesha joined ExxonMobil in 2010, hiring in 
as a process operator for three years. She then 
worked as a console operator for five years before 
assuming her current role as shift team leader at 
the ExxonMobil Baytown Chemical Plant.

“My number one job is being a wife and mother 
to two amazing little girls. My greatest accom-
plishments at ExxonMobil are not personal; 
instead the strides we are making towards recruit-
ing and developing women in this industry. My 
goal is to normalize the image of female success 
in Operations.”

As the need for affordable and sustainable 
energy solutions continues to grow on a global 
scale, so too does the need for skilled personnel 
who have the education and training necessary to 
operate our facilities in a safe and environmental-
ly responsible manner. To ensure these demands 
are met, ExxonMobil supports programs such as 
the Community College Petrochemical Initiative 
(CCPI), which has expanded recruitment and 
training for the high-demand jobs in the growing 
petrochemical manufacturing industry along the 
Texas Gulf Coast. ExxonMobil is also a proud 
supporter and participant of the Women in Indus-
try conference, which encourages career explora-
tion and awareness in the petrochemical industry, 
as well as Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day, 
where young women are introduced to careers in 
STEM.

Individuals like Kesha are such an important 
part of ExxonMobil’s workforce and an excellent 
showcase of female success in the petrochemical 
industry. 

When asked what she loves about working for 
ExxonMobil in Baytown, Kesha replied, “I love 
ExxonMobil’s commitment to women in the 
workplace. When you work for a company that 
promotes your strengths, encourages your growth 
and supports you in all roles…you can’t help but 
feel the love.”

Kesha
Shift team lead at chemical plant

Meet

Creeks-Williams

Profiles – industry



Chevron Phillips 
Chemical is one 
of the world’s 

top producers of 
petrochemicals 

and plastics 
serving 

customers in  
140 countries.  
We are proud  

to recognize the 
contributions 
of women in 

petrochemicals.
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        Roger Elswick 
Chairman of the Board 

Community Toyota*Honda*Kia  
Tracey S. Wheeler 

President & CEO 

 

“Your Education is OUR Business Tomorrow!” 

1300 Rollingbrook, Suite 400     281.422.8359 
www.BaytownChamber.com       info@baytownchamber 

Mission:  The Baytown Chamber of Commerce is a business organization created to provide the leadership to  
enhance economic growth and a better quality of life for the Baytown area. 

Baytown  
Chamber of Commerce 

We Mean Business

Stephen DonCarlos
Chairman of the Board

Reid, Strickland & 
Gillette, LLP

  baytownchamber.com                     info@baytownchamber

Container activity at Port 
Houston surged in 2019, logging 
a hefty 11% increase and setting 
a record. This marks the 18th 
consecutive year of container 
growth at the largest container 
port on the Gulf Coast. 

Among the nation’s top 10 
container ports, Port Houston 
was 2019’s fastest-growing, ac-
cording to data from maritime 
vendor IHS Markit PIERS. 

Port Houston nearly hit the 3 
million mark for 20-foot equiv-
alent units, recording 2,987,291 
TEUs. Executive Director Roger 
Guenther (and REL grad) said 
Port Houston is well- positioned 
to continue the upward trend.  

“The year 2019 was another 
record year for volume at Port 
Houston’s container facilities, 
and the third consecutive year 
for double-digit TEU growth,” 

Guenther said. “Our strategy of 
relentless focus on customer ser-
vice and continued investment 
in terminal capacity allows us to 
seamlessly handle rapidly grow-
ing volumes of international 
trade and support the local, state 
and national economies.” 

Loaded container exports at 
Port Houston jumped 17 per-
cent in 2019, buoyed by a his-
toric expansion in the export of 
raw polyethylene resin. Contin-
ued growth is projected, as the 
amount of resins being produced 
by petrochemical plants along 
the Ship Channel continues to 
increase. 

Loaded imports grew 5 per-
cent in 2019, driven by a spec-
trum of companies from sectors 
including retail, alternative ener-
gy, food and beverage and indus-
trial materials. 

Port Houston sets 
record for containers

Among the nation’s top 10 container ports, Port Houston is the biggest container port in the 
U.S. Gulf of Mexico, handling nearly 70 percent of the containers moving through the gulf.

Profiles – industry

NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION

Here’s an opportunity for your company 
to promote education  and receive great 

community  recognition in return!

To become a Newspaper in 
Education partner, please contact 

Susan Jones or email at 
susan.jones@baytownsun.com

For Your Commitment To Education

Newspaper
www.baytownsun.com

T b N i

For Your Commitment To EducationFFFFFor YYYYYour CCCCommiiiittmentt TTTTo EEEEEdddddducattiiiion
Thank You!



Business & Education

our future
building

Dj Lombrana, a senior at Goose Creek Memorial High School and  a student in the Automotive Practicum 
at Stuart Career Center, works as a service technician at a local KIA dealership and is eager to be a full-
time employee after graduation. See story on Page 3. (Photo by Carrie Pryor-Newman)

March 2020

Business & Education
Publishes: March 12

The Baytown Sun
To advertise,
call today
281-422-8302

Profi les 2020 will 
cover the growth 
and economic 
development over the 
past year in industry, 
health, education 
and business. It will 
also give glimpse of 
what is in store for 
our community in the 
coming year. The last 
edition is Community 
which will highlight 
civic organizations 
and area businessess 
that make our 
community what 
it is.

Profi les
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Founded in 1968, Enterprise Prod-
ucts Partners has become one of North 
America’s largest and most successful 
midstream companies, valued at ap-
proximately $80 billion.  The partner-
ship’s integrated network of assets links 
producers and consumers of natural gas, 
crude oil, natural gas liquids (NGL), 
refined products and petrochemicals.  
Enterprise has approximately 50,000 
miles of pipelines; 260 million barrels 
of storage capacity for NGLs, crude oil, 
refined products and petrochemicals; 
and 14 billion cubic feet of natural gas 
storage capacity.  The world’s largest 
NGL salt dome storage system and frac-
tionation facility in the world is located 
at Enterprise’s Mont Belvieu complex.  
As it has for more than 50 years, Mont 
Belvieu continues to be a focal point for 
the company’s growth and an economic 
driver for West Chambers County.  

As part of the company’s expanding 
petrochemical footprint in the Baytown 
/Mont Belvieu region, Enterprise began 
service at its isobutane dehydrogena-
tion (“iBDH”) plant in 2019.  With the 
capability to produce up to 937 million 
pounds of isobutylene per year, the 
iBDH unit doubles Enterprise’s ca-

pacity.  The facility consumes 30,000 
barrels per day (“BPD”) of butane and 
is supported by long-term, fee-based 
contracts with investment-grade cus-
tomers.  The iBDH plant extends Enter-
prise’s butane value chain, allowing the 
company to increase production of both 
high purity and low purity isobutylene 
to be used primarily as feedstock to 
manufacture lubricants, rubber products 
and fuel additives.

In 2020, Enterprise expects to com-
plete approximately $2.9 billion of 
capital projects, the majority of which 
will be invested at the Mont Belvieu 
complex.  The company’s 10th and 11th 
fractionators are currently are under 
construction and slated to begin service 
in the first and third quarters, respec-
tively, of this year and will add 300,000 
BPD of incremental NGL fractionation 
capacity. When complete, the two 
projects will increase total fractionation 
capacity at the Mont Belvieu complex 
to more than 1 million BPD, and give 
Enterprise approximately 1.5 million 
BPD of fractionation capacity com-
panywide to help facilitate growing 
production from the Permian Basin.

Enterprise  is also developing a sec-

ond propane dehydrogenation (“PDH 
2”) plant and entered into a fixed fee 
Engineering Procurement and Con-
struction contract in 2019.  Scheduled 
for completion in the first half of 2023, 
PDH 2 is designed to consume up to 
35,000 BPD of propane and produce 
up to 25,000 BPD of polymer grade 
propylene (“PGP”).  PGP is a feedstock 
for the manufacture of polypropylene, 
which has a variety of end uses, includ-
ing packaging film, fiber for carpets and 
upholstery, as well as molded plastic 
parts for automotive, appliance, house-
ware and medical products.  Supported 
by long-term customer contracts, the 
unit integrates with the company’s ex-
isting propane and propylene network, 
which includes the PDH 1 facility, 
existing propylene splitters, storage, 
pipelines and export docks along the 
Houston Ship Channel.  The project is 
expected to create 1,500-2,000 tempo-
rary jobs.   Enterprise currently employs 
approximately 1,400  full-time and 
contract workers. As an active member 
of the community for more than half 
a century, Enterprise understands its 
responsibility to improving the quality 
of life in the Baytown/Mont Belvieu 

region.  That commitment was evident 
in 2019 when the company provided 
the City of Baytown with $66 million 
to fund the design, construction and op-
eration of a new Public Safety Building 
that will serve as the headquarters for 
the city’s police, fire and EMT oper-
ations.  The funding is part of a long-
term agreement to facilitate continued 
economic and industrial development in 
Baytown and the surrounding area.  

In addition to Enterprise’s infrastruc-
ture in the Baytown/Mont Belvieu 
region, the partnership provides a wide 
array of midstream services that facil-
itate production from all of the major 
domestic basins, including: natural gas 
gathering, treating, processing, trans-
portation and storage; NGL transporta-
tion, fractionation, storage and export 
and import terminals; crude oil  gather-
ing, transportation, storage and export 
and import terminals; petrochemical 
and refined products transportation, 
storage, export and import terminals 
and related services; and a marine 
transportation business that operates 
primarily on the United States inland 
and Intracoastal Waterway systems.  

Enterprise investing in assets and the community
The two fractionators under construction at Enterprise’s Mont Belvieu complex are among the $7.7 billion in capital projects under way companywide.

Profiles – industry
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Enterprise’s iBDH plant, which went into service in the fourth quarter of 2019, was completed on time and on budget.

Profiles – industry
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Houston Methodist Baytown Hos-
pital’s Occupational Health Clinic is 
dedicated to helping Baytown area 
industries and businesses ensure the 
health of their employees.

Located in the Baytown hospital’s 
outpatient center (1677 W. Baker Rd., 
Suite 1601), the clinic, under the guid-
ance of Medical Director Norman Que-
sada, MD, provides a variety of preven-
tive medicine and injury care services. 
From pre-placement physicals, drug 
screens, immunizations and vision tests 
to musculoskeletal injury assessments 
and treatments, worker’s compensation 
evaluations and treatments and imaging 
services, the clinic helps businesses 
make sure new hires are physically able 
to perform the duties of the job, while 
helping injured employees return to 
work as quickly and safely as possible.

“The vast majority of the clinic’s 
focus is on prevention,” said Jenni-
fer Borders, Houston Methodist’s 
system director of wellness services, 

who oversees the 
clinic’s operation. 
“We’re dedicated to 
keeping employees 
healthy and safe in 
the work environ-
ment.”

The clinic 
provides post-job 
offer physicals and 
other Occupational 
Safety and Health 
Administration 

(OSHA)-regulated exams, with a prima-
ry focus on making sure the employee 
is fit to do the job they’ve been hired 
for. Borders says if the exams indicate 
an employee’s inability to fully meet 
the physical requirements of the job or 
issues related to previous work-relat-
ed injuries, Quesada partners with the 
employee’s company to possibly install 
workplace accommodations to make 
sure the employee remains safe. 

In many cases, Quesada and the 

clinic staff may review resources, such 
as registered dieticians, with patients 
who could benefit from the develop-
ment of meal plans and regular exercise 
regimens designed to help them lose 
weight, which could positively impact 
job performance.

Borders says the most common 
workplace-related injuries treated at the 
clinic include musculoskeletal issues 
and injuries to the hands. Quesada is 
supported by a comprehensive orthope-

dics and sports medicine team, includ-
ing orthopedic hand surgeon Jennifer 
Wagner, MD. 

 “Our patients are getting more than 
just an occupational medicine clinic,” 
Borders said. “Houston Methodist has a 
powerhouse of specialists that patients 
are not going to get anywhere else.”

For more information on the ser-
vices available at Houston Methodist 
Baytown Hospital’s Occupational 
Health Clinic, call 281-428-4101.

 HOUSTON METHODIST BAYTOWN HOSPITAL

DR. NORMAN 
QUESADA

Occupational clinic safeguards employee health

Profiles – industry

If you missed it, read it online at
BaytownSun.com
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Last month, the Baytown Covestro site 
launched something new – the Inno-
vation & Sustainability Council. The 
vision of the new council is to “make 
the world a brighter place” by using the 
Covestro values (curious, courageous 
and colorful).

Beginning in 2019, three consecutive 
campaigns were initiated using Coves-
tro’s global platform ‘idea.lounge’. The 
launch of idea.louge encouraged em-
ployees to submit ideas based on three 
categories: people, planet and profit. 
From the Baytown site, 42 ideas were 
generated in total. Using an anonymous 
and innovative voting system, the stron-
gest ideas were selected by the Baytown 
Management Committee.

 “The Innovation and Sustainability 
Council is extremely important to the 
Baytown site because it communicates 
alignment with Covestro’s corporate 
vision regarding sustainability,” said 
I&S Co-Lead Vonda Atchley. “This al-
lows the personnel at the site to become 
more aware and educated on ways they 
can personally impact the future of our 
planet and environment.”

By starting the new I&S Council at 
the site, the council’s executive team is 

helping to advance the winning ideas 
to become real projects that will reduce 
waste to landfill, finds reuses for waste 
to profit, as well as support innovation at 
the facility. These projects will happen 
through meaningful change in the com-
pany’s culture. By incorporating these 
elements together, the I&S Council will 
work to make a positive impact in the 
plant, the surrounding community and 
world.

The Baytown site’s mission is to 
inspire innovation and drive growth 
through profitable products and technol-
ogies that benefit society and reduce the 
impact on the environment. Additionally, 
the site will encourage people to input 
new ideas and to establish a culture of 
innovation and sustainability.

“The council hopes to reach beyond 
the gates of the Baytown site,” said 
Atchley.  “We would like to integrate 
strategies to increase community aware-
ness by being a good steward of inno-
vation and sustainability.  Participating 
in days such as Global Recycling Day, 
Earth Day, as well as other dedicated 
days, Covestro will dedicate our com-
mitment to celebrating our environment 
with our community.”   

The executive team for the Covestro Baytown Innovation & Sustainability Council.

‘To Make the World a Brighter Place’

Covestro creates Innovation & Sustainability Council

Currie Crookston, head of innovation management for Covestro North America.
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Recognize the women in your business who provide 
leadership and inspiration through their work. 

Take this opportunity to tell readers what makes you successful 
and why they should shop and do business with you!

Deadline:
March 20, 2020
Publishes:

March 27, 2020

Call us today!
Cathy Loftin 281-425-8041  Kristi Miller 936-336-0660
Dean West 281-425-8009 Carol Skewes 281-425-8000

The
BaytownSun

inWOMEN BUSINESS
Saluting

Call today to advertise
& submit your story

or we can write it for you.
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BAYTOWN
GREATER

published every month

Greater Baytown celebrates the lifestyle, career 

and good works of people in our unique 

communities. Writers and designers share 

compelling, interesting stories about the people 

and places that make our hometowns special 

places to live, work, explore and relax.

The Greater GoodService clubs collaborate

Love of PaintingWoman returns to passion
after surviving dog attack
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Steps taken toimprove industrial air monitoring

Robotic co-workerson the rise

Austin Industrial hits safety milestone
Port Houston ends year on high note
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HEALTH CARE ALONG THE TEXAS GULF COAST
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Lee College
opens new

pool to great
fanfare

United Way to gon d W y go
‘Kindness is like a boomerang’

It’s Time Texas
Join the health challenge

A magazine product of

The Baytown Sun

Cathy Loftin  281-425-8041
Kristi Miller  936-336-0660
Dean West  281-425-8009
Carol Skewes  281-425-8000
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Several streets in Baytown are named after those 
in the oil business. Republic, Gulf, Humble and At-
lantic streets in Goose Creek were all named for oil 
companies.

The founder of one of those companies, Humble 
Oil, which is now ExxonMobil, was Ross Shaw Ster-
ling. It is fitting that Sterling, who also helped to lay 
out the early portions of Baytown, is the namesake 
of Sterling Avenue. Sterling was also president of the 
Dayton-Goose Creek Railway Company. As owner 
of both the Houston Post and the Houston Dispatch, 
he merged the two papers into what eventually be-
came the Houston Post. 

As chairman of the Texas Highway Commission in 

1930, Sterling was instrumental in highway develop-
ment, including formation of a 100-foot right-of-way. 
Sterling also served one term as governor from 1930 
to 1932. He lived across the channel in Morgan’s 
Point in a small-scale replica of the White House.

Gaillard Street is named for John Gaillard. It was 
on his property that oil was discovered in the early 
1900s.

Nazro Street was named for Underwood Nazro, 
former vice president of Gulf Oil.

Hugh Echols Boulevard is named for the man who 
was president of Citizens Bank (now Amegy Bank) 
for many years. Pearce Street honors four brothers 
— Louis, J.E., Lafayette and Oscar Pierce — who 

located their Texas Iron Works on Goose Creek.
Aron Street was named for pioneer Goose Creek 

businessman Sol Aron.
Several streets bear the name of local land develop-

ers: Defee for W.E. Defee and Savell Street for Dan 
Savell.

Garth Road gets its moniker from Highlands de-
veloper J.W. Garth. Marion Street is named for the 
daughter of developer B.B. Williams.

Brickyards played an important role in the early 
economic life of the area and several streets remem-
ber yard owners: William Fayle (Fayle Street), John 
Kilgore (Kilgore Road) and Fred Gillette (Gillette 
Drive).
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