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SCHEDULE 
YOUR 
MAMMOGRAM 
TODAY

Visit 
Houstonmethodist.org/sanjacinto 
or call 1. 844.454. PINK.

ONE IN EIGHT WOMEN WILL BE 
DIAGNOSED WITH BREAST CANCER
SCHEDULE YOUR MAMMOGRAM TODAY

Women ages 40 and older should undergo a mammogram annually. 
The Houston Methodist Breast Care Center provides women 
the most advanced options for breast health - right here 
in your community - and partners with you to help 
improve chances for early detection.  

Should you have a breast cancer diagnosis, 
the Houston Methodist San Jacinto team will 
walk alongside you through every step of 
your journey. 

The 3-D mammography via tomosynthesis provides 
clearer images and more accuracy in cancer 
diagnosis than traditional mammograms. There is 
no increase in radiation dose from the 2-D mammogram, 
so patients are not exposed to more radiation. 

ram, 

ere 

Houston Methodist 
San Jacinto now offers 

3-D mammograms 
using the lowest

 radiation dose available. 

4401 Garth Rd.
Baytown, TX 77521
1.844.454.PINK
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Houston Methodist Dr. Chung offers specialized services
“Having a breast imaging specialist is a 

huge benefit to women in our community”
After earning her 

medical degree from 
Ohio State University, Dr. 
Hannah Chung completed 
a diagnostic radiology 
residency and a nuclear 
medicine fellowship at the 
University of Utah, and a 
breast imaging fellowship at 
UCLA.  In 2016, she joined 
the medical staff at Houston 
Methodist San Jacinto 
Hospital to serve as medical 
director in the hospital’s 
Breast Care Center. 

“I was pretty young when 
I first decided to go into the 
medical field. I applied to 
enroll in a BSMD (a bachelor 
of science combined with 
a medical degree) program 
during my senior year 
in high school,” Chung 
recalls. “I really thought 
I’d become a surgeon, but 
after my sister—who is 
a breast radiologist—set 
up rotations for me with 
a number of different 
radiologists. Seeing how 
bright these people were and 
how excited they were about 
what they did changed my 
thinking.” 

While general radiologists 
read mammograms, 

ultrasounds, CT, MRI and 
other x-rays, Chung, who 
grew up in Cleveland, 
Ohio, chose to specifically 
train to read breast imaging 
studies. She reads breast 
screening mammograms, 
detects cancers, and then 
makes recommendations 
about the best treatment 
route for the patient. This 
specialization leads to more 
accurate diagnosis, fewer 
recalls for additional studies 
and improved breast cancer 
survival rates. 

Currently, it is estimated 
that 45,000 U.S. women 
die from breast cancer each 
year and the American 
Cancer Society (ACS) 
estimates that there will be 
over 300,000 new cases of 
breast cancer diagnosed in 
2017. However, the nearly 
three million breast cancer 
survivors are a living 
testament to the power of 
early detection.

Mammograms can detect 
signs of cancer much earlier 
than a woman conducting 
breast self-exams could feel 
a lump, making screening 
mammography the most 
effective way to detect 

breast cancer. As a result of 
increased annual screening 
mammograms, research 
indicates that between 1990 
and 2013, the breast cancer 
mortality rate decreased by 
37 percent. 

“I am trained to be a detail-
orientated perfectionist 
as well as an excellent 
problem solver. My 
specialization helps me find 
breast cancers that might 
be otherwise overlooked,” 
Chung explains. “I take a 
lot of pride in being able to 
perform a task efficiently 
and accurately.”

Chung said she takes pride 
in knowing that her skills 
have a direct impact on her 
patients, their families and 
loved ones.

“Having a breast imaging 
specialist is a huge benefit 
to the women of the 
community because we are 
able to provide a higher 
level of care,” she said

Throughout her career, 
Chung has had the 
opportunity to discuss 
opportunities in the medical 
field with many aspiring 
female doctors and nurses 
and she says she feels an 

obligation to help prepare 
the next generation of female 
health care professionals.

“Medicine is a great field 
for women to pursue because 
with work and dedication, it 
is a very rewarding career 
path. I am passionate about 
the work I do, but more 
importantly, my skills and 
talents are put to good use. I 
make an invaluable positive 
impact in the lives of my 
patients and the people who 
know, love and need them,” 
Chung said. 

Chung and her husband 
Michael Chung have been 
married for 22 years and 
have two adult children. In 
her spare time, she enjoys 
playing tennis and alpine 
skiing with her family—a 
sport they took up while 
living in Salt Lake City, 
Utah prior to relocating to 
the Houston area.

Chung says she couldn’t 
be happier about the move 
to Houston Methodist San 
Jacinto Hospital and truly 
enjoys serving its patients 
and their families.

“I’ve definitely found a 
sweet spot, career wise.”

For more information 

on services available at 
the Breast Care Center 
at Houston Methodist 
San Jacinto Hospital, call 

844.454.PINK (7465), or 
visit houstonmethodist.org/
sanjacinto.

Dr. Hannah Chung
Director of Breast Care Center

Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital

Dr. Chung joined the Houston Methodist San Jacinto staff in 2016.



Women in Business4B The Baytown Sun Friday, March 31, 2017

4500 North Main, Baytown, TX

Professional Excellence
Quality Service

Broker/Associate
CRS, ABR, MRP, ASR, NHS, MCNE

281-433-2281
kopryshek@cbunited.com

REAL ESTATE AGENT
Karla Opryshek 2017

FIVE STAR

281-385-1037 
Se habla Español

9520 N. Hwy 146, Mont Belvieu

• Auto
• Home
• Mobile Homes
• Commercial
• General Liability
• Worker’s Comp

Formerly Hamilton-
Dagle Insurance

Lisa Dagle
Insurance ServicesINSURANCE

SERVICES

Dagle invests in community
looking forward to growth

Lisa Dagle is owner 
of Lisa Dagle Insurance 
Services, formerly known as 
Hamilton-Dagle Insurance 
Services.  She recently 
bought out her partner, Gary 
Hamilton, who had been in 
business for 25+ years in the 
Mont Belvieu area.

When asked what 
attracted her to becoming 
an insurance business 
owner, Dagle responded, 
“I saw this company as 
a great investment in my 
future but also providing 
for my family.  Gary has 
built a great reputation in 
the area so I knew, being 
from Mont Belvieu, that 
the opportunity to grow the 
business in a fast-growing 
community like ours was an 
opportunity I didn’t want to 
pass on.”

Dagle received her BS 
from Lamar University 
in 1990.  She began her 
insurance career with Texas 
Farm Bureau in 2009, 
having received her General 
Lines LAH and HMO and 
P&C licenses in March 

2009.  She joined the G. R. 
Hamilton Agency in 2012 
and recently completed the 
purchase.

Lisa is an active member 
in Old River Baptist church.  
She is also active in the 
West Chambers County 
Chamber of Commerce, 
currently serving a Director, 
and has assists on numerous 
committees and event year-
round.  She is also active 
in BHISD events and is the 
proud mother of Kelsey, a 
junior at East Texas Baptist 
University.

“I know being a 
business owner can have 
its challenges but we’ve 
been so welcomed in the 
Chambers County area that 
I felt this is the right place 
and time for me to take on 
this challenge!”

Lisa Dagle

Opryshek is a third generation 
realtor with 43 years experience

Karla Opryshek tells her 
story in her own words ...

“I am a third generation 
Baytown REALTOR 
licensed since 1974. Born 
and raised in Baytown, 
I am intimately familiar 
with the area and the real 
estate market. 

I am a Broker/Associate 
with:
*CRS (Certified Residential 
Specialist)
*ABR (Accredited Buyer’s 
Representative)
*ASR (Accredited Seller’s 
Representative)
*MCNE (Master Certified 
Negotiation Expert)
*MRP (Military Relocation 
Professional) designations/
certifications. 

I was recently awarded 
the 5 Star Professional 
Award for 2016 / 2017 
and the Coldwell Banker 

International President’s 
Club award.

I am an active member 
of the Baytown Chamber 
of Commerce serving 
as Chairman of the 
Ambassadors Committee 

and recently served 6 years 
on the Board of Directors. 

I am also on the 
Ambassadors Committee 
for West Chambers County 
Chamber of Commerce.

In my spare time, I 
enjoy being a cook-off 
judge for several different 
area cook-offs; attending 
Houston Astros games, 
church bazaars and different 
community fundraisers; 
touring wineries and 
breweries; watching fast 
pitch softball games, 
basketball and soccer 
games; and traveling.

Whether you are buying 
or selling a home, I can help 
you. 

Please give me a call – 
281-433-2281 or email me 
at:  
kopryshek@cbunited.

com.”

Karla Opryshek

Community Toyota lives up to name
In 2005, Roger and Kim 

Elswick made the decision 
to purchase Baytown 
Toyota and make it  their 
family business.  A decision 
was at hand – do we keep 
the name as is or do we 
rename the business to 
create something new and 
unique in the market?  After 
much soul searching, they 
arrived at the name that best 
suited the kind of business 
they wanted to become:  
Community Toyota.

“Kim and I knew right 
from the beginning that we 
wanted to be community 
servants in the areas 
served by our business” 
says Elswick.  “It’s good 
business, but aside from 
that, as Christians we also 
wanted to be sure that we 
were serving God through 
our community service.  
This has been a constant 

philosophy within our 
business since day one.”

That philosophy has 
resulted in great success, 
as Elswick was able to add 
to the Community family 
of dealerships with the 

purchase of Community Kia 
(formerly Monument Kia) 
in 2006 and Community 
Honda (formerly Baytown 
Honda) in 2010, making 
Community the largest auto 
group on the east side of 

Houston.  
Kim quickly became 

the public voice of his 
dealerships, and the driving 
force behind the philanthropy 
that Community 
Toyota*Honda*Kia is so 
well known for.

The Community 
dealerships have long 
been considered one of 
the premier business 
models in the Baytown 
area, and over the past 
couple of years have begun 
getting the same notoriety 
in the entire Houston 
area, with Community 
Toyota*Honda*Kia being 
regarded as the fastest 
growing dealership groups 
in the region.

The central force behind 
these efforts is Kim Elswick.

“Kim fits in with the 
Community dealerships 
message,” Community 

Affairs and Customer 
Relations Manager Jim 
Wadzinski said.  “That 
message is one of 
community involvement 
coupled with good Christian 
ethics in business.”

Wadzinski said that Kim’s 
value to the business is 
present everywhere, even 
when she’s not.

“She’s a great public 
relations person – I don’t 
think she ever met a stranger 
– and she’s a fabulous 
support mechanism for 
Roger,” Wadzinski said.  
“That teamwork is essential 
with three businesses to 
manage on a daily basis.”

When Kim is not 
involved in a community 
function, like volunteering 
or developing scholarship 
fundraisers, she can be 
found in her office at one 
of the dealerships making 

marketing decisions and 
putting her unique stamp on 
the success of the business.

It’s her dedication to 
these altruistic projects and 
how to make Baytown a 
better place that make her a 
force to reckon with in the 
Community dealerships.  
Whether welcoming 
customers in person or 
inviting them to try out the 
amenities and value of the 
dealerships in TV ads, Kim 
Elswick provides something 
rare in the automobile sales 
industry.

Strong female leadership.
“There have been many 

times when customers have 
told me that they came to 
us solely because of those 
commercials (where Kim is 
featured),” Wadzinski said.  
“She is truly the face of the 
Community dealerships.”

The 
Elswicks

Hector celebrates 19 
years in business

Roberta Hector is 
the owner of  R & E 
Cosmetology School, R & E 
Barber School and Roberta’s 
Hair and Nail Salon.

Roberta takes pride in 
students graduating from 
Cosmetology School and 
entering the work force.

Starting at Lee College as 
an Instructor gave Roberta 
the experience she needed 
to open her own school.  
Nineteen years ago she 
opened R & E Cosmetology 
School and continues to 
train students today.  When 
she saw the need for a 
Barber School in Baytown, 
Roberta went ahead and 
opened the first barber 

school in Baytown.
Numerous graduates 

went further and opened 

their own businesses.  Mrs. 
Hector is proud to say that 
about 15 graduates of R & 
E Cosmetology School now 
own their own businesses in 
Dayton and Baytown.

Being a woman in 
business inspires and 
encourages others to operate 
their own business.

R & E Cosmetol0gy is 
located at 808 Park Street 
and schedules hair, facial 
and nail appointments and 
walk-ins.  You may contact 
them at 281-420-9829.

See R&E advertisement,
Page 11B

Roberta Hector



Women in Business The Baytown Sun 5BFriday, March 31, 2017

Ashley Washington
Ashley Washington has 

been a Functional Safety 
Engineer at Covestro since 
2014.   This engineer, who 
has never worked in the city 
in which she was born, lives 
and works in Mont Belvieu.

“I was inspired by a 
summer science camp in 
middle school to pursue an 
engineering degree. I decided 
on Chemical Engineering 
after talking to a family 
member who is also in the 
same field and eventually ventured into the safety side of 
it. Being that chemical plants and refineries are sometimes 
surrounded by neighborhoods, I strive to make sure that I do 
my best in my job duties to make it has safe as if my own 
family lived across the street,” she added.

When not at work Washington spends her time attending 
Zumba and Body Pump classes at Eagle Pointe Recreational 
Center in Mont Belvieu.

Her accomplishments are many, including accepting her 
first Co-Op position during college and being hired on full 
time after graduation at a time where finding a job was not 
easy due to the tough 2009 economy.

Her words of advice for aspiring women engineers is to 
get involved in STEM programs.

Jane Arnold
Jane Arnold began her career with Covestro in 2005, 

working in operations since 2012, and has witnessed the 
phenomenal growth and numerous changes the plant has 
experienced in recent years.

In her position as Director of Manufacturing, she is the 
lead over MDI Intermediates, which encompasses four 
operating units, not a small task to handle,  especially for 
someone with a degree in Mathematics.  “My degree is 
in Mathematics. You don’t find many math majors as the 
head of chemical production units! I learned early on that a 
background in math enhances critical thinking and problem 
solving skills. I have even learned how to apply some of 
those same skills in my personal and work relationships by 
being able to see problems at face value and can work to 
come to a solution.”

As to why she chose this interesting field to work in, Arnold 
says, “I love to solve problems. I am especially inspired 
when someone tells me that it can’t be done! I believe that 
every problem has a solution, you may just have to work a 
little harder for it. Working at a large manufacturing facility 
such as Covestro you see a wide variety of issues to address 
each day, which makes my job very exciting.”

Arnold has had a very rewarding career to date.  In 2009 she 

led the Baytown Site Boiler Control improvements for a 27% 
energy usage reduction winning the American Chemistry 
Council Responsible Care Award for Energy Efficiency 
Improvement. In 2010 she placed in the CEO Safety Award 
competition for the Alarm Management Initiative. In 2013 
Arnold placed in the CEO Innovation Award competition 
for in Processing / Manufacturing Technology for “Recipe 
Control” in one of her assigned operating units. In 2014 she 
was a National Honoree for the second annual Women in 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Production (STEP) 
Awards, at the Manufacturing Institute.

Involvement outside of work is nothing new to Arnold, 
having mentored with girls in the STEM program at Goose 
Creek CISD, and tutored at Bowie Elementary. She added, 
“I also enjoy spending time at the Baytown Nature Center.”

In response to her advice for future Arnold responded, 
“My advice is to never give up! You may find yourself 
down a different path than you used to envision, but that is 
just part of the joy of life. Enjoy each day to the fullest and 
pursue your dreams.”

Amy Bullock
Covestro Procurement 

Manager Amy Bullock was 
determined to be the first 
person in her family to go 
to college – even though it 
meant spending nearly 15 
years balancing a job, family, 
and school to complete it.

“I wanted to break the 
cycle,” Bullock said. “I 
made the choice to get a 
degree no matter how long 
it took, how hard it was, or 
how I was going to pay for it.  
You would be surprised that once you commit you and your 
family just figure it out.”  

But getting a bachelor degree wasn’t enough she went on 
to earn a MBA in management as well.  

Bullock discovered that her educational background, 
manufacturing experience and strong business sense made 
her a perfect fit for the world of procurement. 

Moving into that division wasn’t easy and she realized 
quickly how important having a mentor would be.

  “This was a pivotal point in my career and I was really 
surprised at how easy it was to find someone who would be 
a mentor,” she said. “I always look for a mentor now when 
I enter a new job or project as it cuts down on the steep 
learning curve.  Look for someone you look up to and aspire 
to be like.  I don’t take my success for granted and I always 
look for opportunities to mentor and pay it forward.”    

Being a woman in a male dominated petrochemical 
industry can be a challenge, but Bullock sees it an advantage 
to bring a female’s perspective to the workplace in solving 
challenges.  Bullock has also been influenced by her male 
peers, “I appreciate how men in the work force achieve their 
goals and I have taken notes over the years,” she said. “I 
have learned to be persuasive you have to communicate 
clearly, concisely, be confident in challenging situations, do 
your research and ask for what you want.”  

The commitment Covestro has made to diversity and 
inclusion in the workplace has made her experience that 
much better.  “I believe having diversity at our facility 
makes for better business partners, team players and helps 
us grow as a company, Covestro really understands and 
promotes diversity and makes a great career partner for 
women” she said.  

Bullock is a member of First Baptist Church on 
Rollingbrook, a member of National Association of 
Purchasing Managers and American Purchasing Society.

Kenya Fanus known for her
customer service

 Jackson 11 years experience
Holly Jackson received 

her real estate license in 
2006 and soon after became 
a real estate broker.  She 
chose to partner with 
RE/MAX because of its 
respected brand name, as 
well as, their cutting-edge 
technology and training. 

Holly is the Broker/
Owner of RE/MAX Premier 
on Eagle Drive in Mont 
Belvieu.  She opened this 
office in May of 2011 and is 
now located in her new 5000 
square foot building.

Holly Jackson and her 
team of professional agents 
work the Baytown/Mont 
Belvieu area and beyond.  
“We cover everything 
from Beaumont to Katy, 
Cleveland to Galveston” 
Jackson said.  Holly has 
lived in the Baytown area 
for over 35 years and has 
a vested interest in the 
Baytown area growing and 

prospering.  Holly’s motto 
is “I work for you!” and she 
really does.

 “I work hard to provide 
my clients with the 
most positive real estate 
experience possible.”

 She also adds, “A vital 
part of the real estate 
industry in our area is 
the personal connections 
that you have and keep.”  
Holly has worked hard to 
develop those meaningful 
connections through her 
6+ years on the West 
Chambers County Chamber 

of Commerce Board of 
Directors,  4+ years on 
the Baytown Chamber 
of Commerce Board of 
Directors, as well as, with 
her hundreds of clients she 
now calls friends.

In today’s real estate 
market, you need to 
work with a real estate 
professional you can trust. 

Holly provides the 
absolute finest service 
and expertise possible for 
her clients. Whether you 
are buying or selling your 
primary residence, a second 
home or relocating to a 
new neighborhood, Holly 
can help make your home 
ownership dreams come 
true.

RE/MAX PREMIER 
is located at 10525 Eagle 
Drive, Suite 1 in Mont 
Belvieu, TX.  Call Holly 
today at (281) 576-6000

Kenya Fanus was born on 
the beautiful island of St. 
Croix in the Virgin Islands 
and earned her degree in 
Business Management 
and Administration and 
Marketing.  

Since relocating to 
Baytown, Kenya has 
worked in several different 
capacities. Seven years ago 
she realized that she had 
a passion for real estate. 
Since then Kenya has 
worked diligently, earning 
a top-notch reputation in the 
greater Bay Area.  She is a 
well sought after Real Estate 
Agent.  

She is recognized as a 
Certified Negotiation Expert 
by the National Association 
of Realtors, a Sellers 
Representative Specialist 
and an Accredited Buyers 
Representative. In her 
profession of a real estate 
agent, she is well known for 
her outstanding customer 
service, consistency 
regarding communication 
and follow through. Her 

meticulous 
performance 
e n s u r e s 
p o s i t i v e 
experiences 
for all 
parties..  

K e n y a 
p r i d e s 
herself on 
giving all her clients the 
most precise, fastest, honest 
and superior service. She 
will work tirelessly and 
efficiently to fulfill requests 
by searching for your ideal 
property or get your property 
sold as quickly as possible 
with the highest return.  

Kenya also has an 
enthusiasm for Philanthropy 
which led her to form her 
non-profit organization, 
Still I Rise Foundation. She 
and her husband Trevor 
selflessly give back to the 
community. 

She is currently affiliated 
and is an active board 
member with other non-
profit organizations in the 
Baytown and Houston 

area and has contributed 
various donations to these 
organizations as well as 
volunteering her time and 
resources to assist. Kenya 
spearheads an empowerment 
program for the men and 
women at the homeless 
shelter which includes but is 
not limited to providing free 
electrical services through 
donations by KT Electric, 
one of the many companies 
owned by Kenya and Trevor, 
to individuals based on their 
needs and circumstances.  

When Kenya is not 
working, she enjoys 
traveling as often as she 
can while enjoying and 
absorbing the experience 
of learning and exploring 
different cultures. Kenya 
also enjoys snorkeling, 
family time with her 
children and listening to 
classical music. 

When seeking a 
professional experienced 
realtor who goes above and 
beyond for clients, contact 
Kenya at 832-483-0625.   

George donates $8000
Terri George is community 

minded real estate 
professional.  Terri works with 
buyers, sellers and investors 
and prides herself on great 
customer service and making 
each transaction as smooth as 
possible.  She has worked as a 
Realtor for over a decade and 
recently became a Real Estate 
Broker through the Texas 
Real Estate Commission, and 
works as a Broker/Associate 
for Coldwell Banker United 
Realtors. She also works 
diligently as an affiliate for the 
Homes for Heroes Program, 
which offers savings through 
commissions when every day 
heroes buy or sell a home.  
Heroes are considered to be 
police, teachers, firefighters, 
EMTs, medical, veterans and 
active military.  Since January 
2017 she contributed over 
$8000 in Hero Savings! 

During an average week, 
when not meeting with clients, 
you can find Terri dropping 
treats off at the local schools, 
fire stations or police stations.  
Her community involvement 
also includes donations 
made to Baytown Police 
Department for a new K9 

officer during Police Week, 
to spear heading a National 
Thank An Officer Day event 
though Coldwell Banker, 
as well as a candy donation 
event after Halloween for 
Candy for the Troops.   Terri 
was also named this past year 
as Top 20 Under 40 Rising 
Stars for Baytown.  She 
serves as an Ambassador for 
the Chamber of Commerce 
and on the Chamber’s Young 
Professionals Committee.

Terri loves spending time 
with her husband and two 

dogs, she considers her four-
legged kids.  When she is 
not selling homes she loves 
kayak fishing, spending 
time outdoors and coaching 
gymnastics. Last year, her 
Level 2 team placed second in 
the State TAAF competition! 

Terri is very passionate 
about helping others.  Whether 
looking for a new home, 
relocating, or investing, Terri 
has you covered.  For more 
information on real estate 
services, you can contact her 
terri.george@cbunited.com.

Covestro spotlights some of their women in business

Jane Arnold Amy BullockAshley Washington

Pictured left to right are Jason Buchanan, Kenya King-Fanus, Terri Rivon 
and Trevor Fanus and Michelle Hollingsworth as Kenya Fanus presents a 
donation to LEAST to help the hungry, homeless and the poor.

Kenya Fanus

Gary Warstler HFH Lender, Zach Swimmer, 
Mary Swimmer, Braxton Swimmer and Terri 
George shown here with check donation.



(281) 573-3339  | 7532 FM 3180 | Baytown Texas 77521
Mon-Fri:  8:30am-5:30pm Sat: 10am - 3pm

Voted 
Best 

Furniture 
Store!

Home Decor | Furniture | Candles | Pillows | Boutique Items

covestro.com

As a leading producer of high-tech 
polymers, Covestro is always striving 
to push boundaries in innovation and 
sustainability. Through our advanced 
material solutions, we aim to promote 
a cleaner future – making cars lighter, 

 
manufacturing more sustainable 
and

Innovation is at the core of everything 
we do – and we believe that creating a 
diverse and inclusive work environment 
is essential to the innovation process.

Diversity is our strength.

Inclusion is our commitment.

Innovation is our direction.

#PushingBoundaries

Call me today for a FREE consultation!

Terri George, Broker/Associate

Experience 
You Can Trust

Cell: 281-389-8841 | Fax: 281-715-2104 
www.MoveWithTerri.com 

• Baytown Resident
• 5-Star Customer 
   Satisfaction Award

5 -STAR AGENT

Community Minded
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Thank You, Women 
of Lee College, for 
Your Vision and 
Commitment to 
Our Students.

Building Momentum 
In Education Through 
Innovation and Service.

Treva Brown-Askey
>    Named a �nalist for the  American Association of Community Colleges Award of Excellence for            
.......Faculty Innovation in 2016 and 2017
>    Chairwoman of the Developmental Education Division
>    Full-time faculty member 
>    Led e�orts to coordinate and design student success courses
>    Helped revitalize the college’s approach to developmental education

Dr. Portia Hopkins
>    Winner of the 2017 Texas State Historical Association David C. DeBoe Memorial Award
>    Adviser to the Walter Prescott Webb Historical Society, named 2016 TSHA Chapter of the Year, and     
.......the Model UN
>    Chairwoman of the Social and Behavioral Sciences Division
>    Full-time faculty member and Honors Program instructor 
>    Selected as a 2014 Center for Engaged Research and Collaborative Learning Scholar-in-Residence, in                
.......partnership with the African American Library at the Gregory School
 

Victoria Marron
>    Selected for the 2016 National Community College Hispanic Council’s Leadership Fellows Program
>    Recognized by INSIGHT Into Diversity magazine as an “Inspiring Woman in STEM”
>    Director of the $2.7 million federal First in the World Grant that started the innovative Weekend    
.......College program
>    Director of the $4 million federal Hispanic-Serving Institutions STEM Grant 
>    Implemented the Puente Project Mentoring Program for academically under-served students. The 
.......program is currently a �nalist  for the American Association of Community College’s Diversity Award.
       

Dr. Christy Ponce
> Selected for the 2016-17 Aspen Presidential Fellowship for Community College Excellence
> Named one of Baytown’s “20 Under 40” rising leaders by The Baytown Sun
> Serves as Executive Vice President of Lee College
> Has raised millions of dollars for student scholarships and other forms of support
> Named nationally as one of the “top 40 women under 40” from the American Association Women in      
....Community Colleges
> Currently sits on the National Advisory Board for the Center for Minority-Serving Institutions at Penn
....State University

Donna Zuniga
>    Selected to the founding board of the national Alliance for Prison in Higher Education
>    Received John & Suanne Roueche Award from the League for Innovation in the Community College
>    Selected to participate in the National Institute for Leadership Development’s training program for            
.......female administrators of community colleges across the United States and Canada
>    Dean of Lee College Huntsville Center since 1997

200  Lee Drive      Baytown, TX     77520
aa/eeo
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Lee College administrators, faculty earn 
national recognition for work 

BAYTOWN – As Lee College continues its efforts 
to draw more women and girls into STEM fields and 
technical careers traditionally dominated by men, 
numerous female administrators and faculty are 
earning widespread recognition for their exceptional 
work and passion for helping students from all walks 
of life achieve success – and, in the process, setting 
an example for future generations of women leaders 
to follow.

Like many of her colleagues across campus, Treva 
Brown-Askey has long been devoted to helping 
students make their dreams a reality – first as a 
classroom teacher and high school vice principal in 
her native Corpus Christi, and now as chairwoman of 
the Developmental Education Division at Lee College. 
A full-time faculty member who led the way in 
coordinating and designing student success courses and 
revitalizing the college’s approach to developmental 
education, Brown-Askey has twice been selected a 
finalist for the American Association of Community 
Colleges Award of Excellence for Faculty Innovation. 
The award recognizes faculty who have demonstrated 
leadership in the development and implementation of 
a campus program that has had positive impact on the 
learning experience for students and nominees are also 
expected to demonstrate an ongoing commitment to 
student access and success.

“I stay motivated as a Developmental Education 
instructor when I see the data that shows Developmental 
Education is working on our campus,” said Brown-
Askey. “Our students are successful when they leave 
Lee College and transfer to other institutions of 
learning. I’m happy to do so much for them because I 
know that to whom much is given, much is required.”

As chairwoman of the Social and Behavioral 
Sciences Division, a full-time instructor of history 
and humanities and adviser to the Walter Prescott 
Webb Historical Society and Model United Nation 
student organizations, Dr. Portia Hopkins gives freely 
of her time and talents to support student learning. 
Hopkins was awarded this year the David C. DeBoe 
Memorial Award from the Texas State Historical 
Association (TSHA) for her outstanding sponsorship 
of the Webb Society, which took home TSHA Chapter 
of the Year honors in 2016, and was instrumental in 
bringing the Model UN program back to campus and 
national competitiveness. She was previously selected 
as a Center for Engaged Research and Collaborative 
Learning scholar-in-residence, in partnership with 
the African American Library at the Gregory School 
and through the Kinder Institute for Urban Research 
at Rice University, and is regularly invited to present 
her research at international and national academic 

conferences.
“My goal is to learn something new everyday, 

always acquiring and obtaining knowledge. The 
best part of teaching is watching my students grow 
intellectually,” Hopkins said. “At community colleges, 
anybody who wants to learn, can learn, and when they 
choose Lee College they are entering an institution 
that wants them to excel. Seeing their success has been 
my greatest joy.” 

Victoria Marron, director of the $2.7 million federal 
First in the World Grant that started the innovative 
Weekend College program and the $5.3 million 
federal Hispanic-Serving Institutions STEM Grant 
that brought the Puente Project mentoring program 
to campus for academically underserved students, 
feels a special kinship with many of the students she 
meets. A former developmental education student who 
became a mother while still a teenager, Marron knows 
firsthand the obstacles that students often encounter 
on their road to a degree or certificate – and how to 
conquer them. She was one of 37 higher educational 
professionals nationwide recognized by INSIGHT 
Into Diversity magazine as an “Inspiring Woman in 
STEM” for her work to inspire and encourage the 
next generation of young people to pursue STEM 
education and careers, and one of just 22 community 
college administrators around the country selected 
for the 2016 National Community College Hispanic 
Council’s Leadership Fellows Program. The program 
aims to develop a pool of highly qualified Hispanics 
and assist them in attaining high-level positions in 
community colleges.

“Assisting in creating policies, offering services 
and helping students is part of my core,” Marron said. 
“I look forward to continuing my growth and having 
the ability to continue to learn how to serve all of our 
students better. Lee College is truly a family and I am 
very appreciative of the ongoing support from my 
teams, faculty, staff and administration.”

A strong advocate of expanding student success and 
access to education, Executive Vice Pres. Dr. Christina 
Ponce has raised millions of dollars for scholarships 
and other forms of student support throughout a career 
in education that has included work in student services, 
instruction and resource development. Since her 
arrival at Lee College, Ponce has been noted among 
Baytown’s rising young leaders and was one of just 40 
administrators in the country awarded the prestigious 
Aspen Presidential Fellowship for Community College 
Excellence. 

She was selected for the inaugural class of Aspen 
Presidential Fellows through a rigorous process 
that considered her abilities to take strategic risks, 

lead strong teams and focus on results-oriented 
improvements that help students enroll at Lee College 
and persist until they earn their degree or certificate. 

“Being able to help underserved populations 
inspires me to work harder and bring new resources 
to communities,” Ponce said. “Seeing students smile 
when you hand them a scholarship making it possible 
for them to go to college, or seeing the difference 
in students’ lives when you take time to mentor or 
teach, inspires me. I feel blessed to be able to do this 
important work.”

For Donna Zuniga, seeing incarcerated students 
transform their lives through higher education 
has been the driving force in her work as dean of 
the Lee College Huntsville Center for more than 
two decades. Zuniga spent her first 10 years at the 
college as a counselor and program director for the 
Huntsville Center, going behind the razor wire at 
Texas Department of Criminal Justice prisons every 
day to support offenders in their journey to complete 
a college degree or certificate and return to society as 
productive citizens charting a new and more positive 
course for themselves and their families. In addition to 
being selected to participate in the National Institute 
for Leadership Development’s training program for 
female administrators of community colleges across 
the United States and Canada, she received the John & 
Suanne Roueche Award from the League for Innovation 
in the Community College and was recently named to 
the founding board of the national Alliance for Higher 
Education in Prison.

“Education truly knows no boundaries,” Zuniga 
said. “While challenges are common in a correctional 
environment, the academic achievements and success 
stories of offenders upon release provide a constant 
reminder of the hard work and personal fortitude 
attributed to every Lee College student who believes 
he’s better than a TDCJ number. As the Huntsville 
Center dean, it’s my extreme pleasure to play a small 
role in such a great legacy which has now encompassed 
more than 50 years and still counting.”

Lee College offers more than 100 associate degree 
and certificate programs, as well as non-credit 
workforce and community education courses, that 
prepare its diverse student body for advanced higher 
education; successful entry into the workforce; and a 
variety of in-demand careers. With the main campus 
and McNair Center located in Baytown, and a satellite 
education center in nearby South Liberty County, the 
college serves a geographic area of more than 220,000 
residents that includes 14 independent school districts. 

To learn more, visit www.lee.edu.

Lee College Performing Arts Center Contributed photo



Dottie Kerr
offers high 
quality 
care for 
pets

Bandelera Boutique, 
located at 7532 FM 3180, 
south of Mont Belvieu, 
opened in 2012 and their 
growth has never ceased to 
amaze.  Owned by Camille 
Willson, the boutique 
is run by her daughter, 
Heather Daniels, and 
has just completed their 
first expansion since they 
opened.

“We added about 900 sq. 
feet of selling space so we’ll 
have more to furniture and 
accessories than ever before.  
We’ve reduced the flooring 
space for Flooring Systems 
which gives our boutique 
customers so many more 
reasons to shop,” Daniels 
said.

Camille and Heather 

work closely with their 
professional sales staff to 
bring fine furnishings and 
home décor to the Mont 
Belvieu and Baytown areas.  
Whether you are looking 

for rugs, chandeliers, 
bedding, bookshelf accents 
or furniture for your home 
or office, you’ll find a 
large selection at Bandelera 
Boutique.
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Cryer Pools & Spas, Inc.
Bethany Aguano was 

always at Cryer Pools and 
Spas as a little girl. Her 
grandfather started the 
business many years ago 
before her mother and 
father took over. Bethany 
and her brothers worked in 
various positions throughout 
the years. A true family 
business.

Bethany began her 
working career at Cryer 
Pools at the age of 15. She 
worked in and managed 
every department at some 
point, “My entire career 
here has been nothing but 
learning and experiences 
that can’t be taught. 

“I’ve learned so much 
from my father and all the 
people I’ve worked with.”

Five years ago, Bethany 
took over the business as 
general manager. “I feel like 
I’ve accomplished so much 
and plan on growing and 
doing so much more with 
the business,” she said. 

Although Bethany is the 

last of her siblings to work at 
Cryer Pools, she has a work 
family of amazing women 
that make her job easier and 
enjoyable. 

“I couldn’t image working 
anywhere else.”

Now at 30 years old, 
Bethany is the mother of 
two beautiful children, five 
and nine years old, one 
with special needs/autism. 
She credits her success 
to her family, “All I’ve 
accomplished in my life and 
working career wouldn’t 
be possible without my 
amazing family.  Beyond 
that, there is a great group 
of women that work with 
me and do such an amazing 
job.” 

Above ground pools, spas, retail, service & maintenance

Bethany Aguayo ~ General Manager 14 years 

Bethany Aguayo

Cryer Pools & Spas
CLEANING • REPAIRS • CHEMICALS •SUPPLIES • POOLS • SPAS & MORE!CLEANING • REPAIRS • CHEMICALSS •SUPPPLIES • POOLS • SPAS & MORE!

HOP IN FOR
HUGE EASTER SAVINGS!

                • FREE NEST W/ LG & XL
                    Big Green Egg GRILLS! 

Now - April 18th 2017

Located at 1418 N. Hwy 146 in Baytown
281-420-7665  • www.cryerpools.com

Weekly Cleaning Starting at $27 a week!
Special Financing on select Caldera Spas!

**

• 5% OFF RESIN POOL PACKAGES
                  PLUS FREE  LIGHT KIT! 

Camille Willson & Heather Daniels
Bandelera Boutique

Heather Daniels and Camille Willson shown at 
their store, 7532 FM 3180.

Voted The Baytown Sun 2016 Read-
ers’ Choice Winner for Pet Boarding, 
Dottie Kerr at Champion’s Pet Retreat 
has earned a well-deserved reputation for 
high quality, loving, conscientious care 
for pets in her home or yours. With over 
10 years experience working with dogs 
and cats, Dottie is passionate about giving 
personalized care to each “pet client,” ca-
tering to the specific needs and schedule 
of each pet.   Pet owners should no lon-
ger feel guilty about boarding their dog 
or cat while they are away on vacation or 
business. Dottie will help these special 

“family pet members” feel at home with 
her while owners are away. Supervised 
outside play is included with the option 
of special training if needed. 

Champion’s Pet Retreat client, Judi 
Craig says, “Dottie Kerr is compassion-
ate, kind, and loving with animals. She 
keeps my dog, Sage, (in my home or hers) 
when I am working or out of town on 
business. It is obvious she loves her work 
because She is Sage’s “next” best friend!”

Call Champion’s Pet Retreat at 281-
217-3085 where your pet will always be 
treated like a champion.

Champion’s Pet Retreat
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Dreams do come true.  
Sometime in the mid 

1990’s, Cynthia Patterson, 
BSN,RN and Carol Men-
delovitz, LMSW, NCBF 
were working at Center for 
Hospice Care at San Jacin-
to Hospital. Knowing that 
the hospice was soon to be 
sold they began dreaming 
of owning their own hos-
pice. They both worked 
during the next 10 years 
but the dream remained 
intact. 

Cindy had worked as 
executive director and 
consultant to several large 

hospices across Harris and 
surrounding counties as 
well as being The Educa-
tion Director for Diabetes 
at San Jacinto Hospital. 

Carol was the catalyst 
for the formation of The 
Compassionate Friends 
and Transitions Outreach 
both offering group be-
reavement counseling. She 
had also been in adminis-
tration in another hospice 
during those years.  

In August of 2004 that 
dream started to become a 
reality.

Knowing that hospice 

services had become di-
luted as the big compa-
nies took control of hos-
pice services, they began 
to plan to bring the more 
compassionate hospice 
back to Baytown. The 
concept of hospice is 
not new to Baytown, but 
FAITH COMMUNITY 
HOSPICE is the first free 

standing hospice which 
is locally owned and op-
erated. They assembled 
a team of nurses, aides, 
social workers, chaplains, 
and office help who live 
and work in the Baytown 
community. Their goal and 
philosophy is “To Comfort 
Always”.   A passionate 
cry you might hear in the 
office as to how to make 
the lives of their patients, 
family member and staff 
better. Pain management 
and symptom control are 
the main focus of care. 
Exploring as a team to see 

if any other methods or 
treatments would benefit is 
the goal. The team works 
closely with all physicians 
in the community as well 
as their Medical Directors 
Dr. Danny Khine, Dr.Greg 
Terry, Dr. Kory Guidry, 
and Dr. Michelle Freder-
icks. New objectives of 
raising the bar to provide 
more compassionate, time-
ly and caring services are 
constantly being discussed 
by discussed. 

The dream is now over 
13 years old and has be-
come a well-known pil-

lar in Baytown and the 
surrounding areas. Carol 
and Cindy are dedicated 
to continue making Faith 
Community Hospice the 
outstanding hospice of the 
Baytown Community.

Faith Community ~ First Free Standing Hospice

Cindy Patterson &
 Carol Mendelovitz

Former RN Jeanne Shipp follows her dream
Jeanne Shipp is a 

business owner and a 
registered nurse. Her long-
term goal was to open a 
business in the community, 
where she has lived for 30 
years, that would elevate 
the experience of medical 
care to a whole different 
level. “My partner and I 
developed our business 
plan, worked on getting 
business partners and 
made our dream a reality 

by opening Patient’s ER in 
2014,” Shipp recently told 
the Sun.

“With both of us having 
an medical background, 
we wanted to create an 
Emergency Room facility 
that would be welcoming 
and comfortable for our 
patients. 

It was important to us 
that we provide absolutely 
top-notch service in our 
hometown. Our ER is 

all about the patients, 
and customer service is 
imperative.,” she added.

Shipps’ experience 
has been working in 
freestanding Emergency 
rooms, as a nurse/
administrator for 11 years.  
Her management goal of 
setting the bar high, then 
hiring the right people and 
staff to not only reach that 
bar but also keep raising it 
has resulted in phenomenal 
success as their Mont 
Belvieu location is 
currently undergoing a 
major expansion that will 
double the size of the 
facility and the number of 
services offered.

Despite her success 
Shipp stays very 
active throughout the 
community.  She is a 
member of the West 
Chambers Chamber of 
Commerce, Baytown 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Texas Association of 

Freestanding Emergency 
Centers, and other local 
groups.  

“We try hard to 
participate and support in 
events that supports the 
children and people in our 
community. Giving back is 
extremely important to my 
family,” she added.

As far as her work 
history, Shipp has worked 
at hospital-based ERs 
as well as privately 
owned freestanding ERs. 
“I worked at the first 
privately owned ER in 
Houston.  This experience 
gave me a foundation to 
build on to open my own 
freestanding ER.   I’ve had 
a great experience the past 
2 years opening my own 
business 

In November 2014 
Patients ER had its grand 
opening in Mont Belvieu. 
In September 2016, we 
had our ribbon cutting 
on our new helipad., the 

first privately-owned ER 
helipad in Texas. We are 
currently in an expansion 
project in Mont Belvieu so 
that we can accommodate 
our growing business.  
I opened Hospitality 
Health ER - Longview 
in December 2015 and 
Hospitality Health ER - 
Tyler in April 2016. My 
newest ER will be breaking 
ground in Galveston, on 
the seawall, in about 2 

weeks,” she added.  Once 
again, the work never ends 
and the success continues!

In closing Shipp made 
it clear, “This is such 
an exciting time in my 
life!!  I’m grateful for the 
opportunity to continue 
to grow my businesses.  
My children and my dear 
friend are my business 
partners. I am so blessed to 
be in business with these 
great people.”

Jeanne Shipp

Readers Choice 
publishes April 27 
To advertise, call today

281-422-8302
www.baytownsun.com



 Thank y�  f�  the privilege of all� ing 
us to s	 ve y�  the past 13 ye� s!

 Faith Community 
Hospice LLC

Owners: Cindy Patterson &
 Carol Mendelovitz

4721 Garth Road, Suite H • Baytown, Texas 77521 • 281-422-0414
www.faithcommunityhospice.com

44772

Baytown Area’s First Locally Owned and Operated Hospice

 “To Comfort Always”

“All the people who took care of my mother were 
GREAT and 100% caring.” - James K

“Everyone was extremely supportive and caring 
during this time. � ey truly cared about our 
mother’s condition and comfort.”  - Lori S.

“� e wonderful help we received from Hospice 
helped us with the most di�  cult days of our lives.” 
- Sylvia P.

“� e Professionalism of the Nurses and Nurse 
Aide was comforting.” - Tanya M.

• Medicare and Medicaid certifi ed. Private insurance accepted. 
Uncompensated care provided.

• Serving: East Harris County, West Chambers County 
and Liberty County

• Hospice care provided in private homes, assisted living facilities, 
nursing facilities, and personal care homes.

• Inpatient care provided at Liberty-Dayton Hospital 
and San Jacinto Methodist Hospital

• Referrals taken 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

2015 State of Texas Department of Aging and 
Disability Service Survey - No Defi ciencies

We have 25 years experience providing Hospice Care to our community.

Voted Best Hospice Care 2015, 2016 & 2017

We’ll make your pet feel right at home here with 
plenty of playtime, 24-hour loving attention and 

cozy quarters he’ll dig!

SNIFF OUT THE BEST PETCARE....

Champion’s
Pet Retreat

Pet Sitting
Boarding

281-217-3085
dottiekerr@yahoo.com 

Loving 
Care In 

My Home
Or Yours

Your pet 
is always a 
Champion 

to us!

LovingLoving 

BettER care. ClosER to home.

Fast, expert care for individuals and families
in a home-like environment.

Locally owned and operated.
Patients Emergency Room is a Free Standing,
Full Service EMERGENCY facility open 24 hrs, 
7 days a week to treat ALL Emergencies.

Tue & Thu
9am-4pm
Wed & Fri

9am-10pm
 Sat 9am - 1pm

Schedule Your 
Hair, Nail, or Facial 
Appointment Today 
Walk-ins Welcome

808 Park Street
281-420-9829 • 281-420-2421

recosmo@verizon.net

Serving Baytown Students for over 19 Years

R&E Cosmetology & Barber School

  Instructors ~ Roberta Hector & Ronald Hector 

Year-Round Registration
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2 Locations 
to Serve You

CO-OWNER Leila Bates

3219 North Main, Baytown
281-428-2209

15532 I-10 East, Channelview
281-452-9100

BatesCC.com

QUALITYOur Promise Since 1990

Leila Bates got a lot of 
skeptical looks when she 
attended industry meetings 
back in the early days.  “But it 
was pretty unusual for a woman 
to co-own a body shop back in 
1990”, Leila admits, “Especially 
a woman so young”.  “When 
Lee and I opened our first 
‘Bates Custom and Collision’”, 
Leila continues, “I was 18 and 
Lee was 22, but we had a lot of 
youthful ambition and a goal to 
build the best Collision Repair 
business around”.  

“So starting with very little 
money and no employees at all, 
we set out to ‘make it happen’”, 
Leila says.  But she soon found 
out, “That’s a job you can never 
finish!   We learned along the 
way that you’ve got to go out 
and make it happen every day.  
That’s just what it takes to be 
successful nowadays,” says 
Leila.

I guess so.  They’ve grown 
from those modest beginnings 
to operating two of the largest 
Collision Repair Facilities 
in the area and employing 
nearly 50 people!  Along the 
way, they’ve won numerous 
industry awards & designations 

including: Acoat Selected® 
Partner Award, SIKKENS® 
Growth Award, Small Business 
Development Center’s Small 
Business of the Year Finalist, 
Outstanding Community 
Partnership Award from 
Harris County Department of 

Education, I-CAR® Gold Class 
designation every year from 
1993 to 2017 and the Acoat 
Selected® Pride Award.  Akzo 
Nobel® even named Leila one 
of the ‘Ten Most Influential 
Women in the Collision Repair 
Industry’, “Truly a great honor,” 
says Leila.

“But life isn’t all about 
business - giving back to the 
community is also important 
to us,” says Leila.  “One of our 
most treasured awards is the 
Governor’s Volunteer Award 
presented to our staff in Austin.”  
This award was received for 
their participation in the Acoat 
National Benevolence Program, 
a program through which the 
Bates’ shops award 2 refurbished 
vehicles to deserving families at 
Christmastime each year – 32 so 
far.  And in further recognition 
of her community efforts, Leila 
was nominated for Baytown’s 
“Citizen of the year” in 2011.  “It 
was completely unexpected”, 
says Leila, “…and what an 
honor, I was humbled!” 

Lee and Leila are both active 
in Old River Baptist Church as 
well as many other community 
organizations & activities: 

Rotary Club, Advisory Board-
GCCISD Collision Repair 
CTE Program, the Baytown 
and North Channel Chamber of 
Commerce as well as Chambers 
County Chamber of Commerce.  
Leila is a life member of Service 
League of Baytown, currently 
serves on the Board of Directors 
for the Baytown Chamber of 
Commerce and was an event-
chair for the Bay Area Relay 
for Life for 12 years and still 
continues her commitment to 
fight cancer by serving as a 
team captain.  She’s one busy 
lady!

Leila smiles, “We’re a little 
older now, and people no longer 
question that I co-own a shop, 
but the goal we started out with 
27 years ago is still the same: 
We’re just working to build the 
best Collision Repair Facilities 
around – and making it happen 
every day!”  “Leila’s passionate 
about what she does.  Whether 
it’s chairing a church committee, 
or a civic organization, or 
raising two kids, or building the 
best collision centers around, 
Leila Bates is one “woman in 
business” who ALWAYS gives 
it her all”.         

Leila’s done a little of it all over the years; from washing cars to writing 
estimates to marketing and business management.

The smiles say it all!  The Gaona family is ready to 
roll in the 27th vehicle donated by the Bates team.

It’s a family business…Leila, Lee, Trevor & 
Annalise

The Bates team has brightened the lives of 32 
families  over the past 25 years by donating a 
refurbished vehicle at Christmas.

The Bates family & 
employees man their 
M*A*S*H Cancer site 
at the Relay For Life 
every year and have 
won “Best Campsite” 
numerous years!

Co-Owners, Lee & Leila 
Bates make a great 
team!

Leila Bates ~ Always giving it her all
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