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“I am proud to join the Lee College family 
and look forward to partnering with industry 

and civic leaders across the region to address 
workforce development needs and challenges for 

the benefit of the communities and people we serve.”

Lee College welcomes
Dr. Angela Oriano
Vice President of Workforce and Corporate Partnerships

“With the incredible growth and expansions now 
taking place in the petrochemical, logistics and 
healthcare industries in Baytown and along the Texas 
Gulf Coast, the demand for skilled workers has 
reached new heights. Lee College and the Center for 
Workforce and Community Development have a rich 
history of providing high-quality education, 
customized training programs and other essential 
services that support businesses and help prepare new 
generations of workers for success in these 
high-growth, high-wage fields.”

- Dr. Angela Oriano

Center for Workforce and Community Development

Offering non-credit courses, training and certifications spanning a wide range of subjects.  
New classes are continually introduced.

Corporate Services
The Center’s Department of Corporate Services provides workforce development assistance and customized training for 
corporate clients. The department helps clients achieve organizational growth and stability, create and retain jobs, 
implement new innovations, and increase competitiveness and pro�tability.

Small Business Development Center
The SBDC provides businesses with one-on-one consulting and information assistance to foster economic growth in the 
community.

Lee College's Center for Workforce and Community Development offers course work with flexible schedules and 
start dates, lab instruction, courses that are totally online, as well as face-to-face and online hybrid options. OR, 

we can bring the training you want directly to you!
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WE ARE HERE TO 
HELP YOU BECAUSE 

YOU HAVE BEEN  
THERE FOR US.

CHEVRON PHILLIPS CHEMICAL  

IS SUPPORTING RELIEF EFFORTS 

FOR THOSE IMPACTED BY 

HURRICANE HARVEY. 

$1 Million+ Donation
to assist with disaster recovery e�orts across the 
Greater Houston area.

$100,000 to United Way  
of Greater Baytown Area & 
Chambers County
coupled with a $250,000 matching gift program 
to multiply individual employee donations with 
company resources.

$10,000 to A Life To Live 
to help with rescue e�orts for pets displaced by 
Hurricane Harvey, including reuniting lost pets 
with their families, clearing the shelter at Baytown 
Animal Services, and donating pet supplies to 
foster homes.

$10,000 in-kind donation to 
Second Baptist Church of Baytown 
consisting of 3,000 pieces of personal protective 
equipment (safety glasses, dust masks, gloves) for 
the thousands of volunteers mobilizing to clean 
out their neighborhood’s �ooded homes.

$10,000 to GCCISD  
Education Foundation
to help purchase new mattresses for GCCISD 

students who lost their beds in the �ood.

$9,600 to Houston Methodist San 
Jacinto Hospital 
for the purchase of 300 TDaP vaccinations to give 
to the Baytown community for free. These shots, 
o�ered on a �rst-come, �rst-served basis protect 
against three potentially life-threatening bacterial 
diseases: tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis 
(whooping cough).

$20,000 to Baytown’s First 
Responders
Baytown Municipal Police Association’s Helping 
a Hero fund and the Baytown Professional 
Fire�ghters Benevolence fund will each receive 
$10,000 to provide �nancial relief to the men and 
women of Baytown’s police and �re departments 
who also lost their homes or su�ered personal 
property damage.

$1 Million+ Do
to assist with di
Great

S T R
ONGBaytown



TITANS ~ Fall 2017 ~ www.baytownsun.com

Welcome to Gulf  Coast Titans, your guide to the industrial 
landscape of  greater Baytown.       

The robust industrial presence drives our economy, bringing 
in jobs, spurring housing markets and attracting business 
development.

The entire national energy economy relies on our pipelines 
and refineries. We’re responsible for more than half  of  the 
country’s jet fuel and nearly one-third of  U.S. oil-refining 
capacity.

This edition begins with Hurricane Harvey and how 
our Titans handled the crisis, helped their employees and 
expedited community recovery after the historic flood.

Harvey was an unprecedented storm, the full toll of  which 
won’t be known for some time.

But in response, there were so many heroes who helped 
rescue people and lent a helping hand.

JSW Steel has a compelling story to tell how workers saved 
the plant during Harvey’s onset.

There are many more stories of  how tragedy and triumph 
worked hand-in-hand to get us through the disaster.

We brief  you on how the Port of  Houston was affected by 
the hurricane.

Also included are updates from Exxon Mobil and Chevron 
Phillips starting up polyethylene units.

We feature nine Baytown engineers recognized by the 
University of  Texas in the newly formed Academy of  
Distinguished Chemical Engineers.

Get to know a new company in town, Tidal Tank.
We also have “In the News” which lists current events at 

several local industries.
Simply put: Titans is a window into the industry that is the 

lifeblood of  the greater Baytown area.  It’s a magazine full of  
good information and people who would be good to know.

If  you have Titans story ideas or to schedule advertising 
please email: david.bloom@baytownsun.com or carol.
skewes@baytownsun.com
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Welcome

John Hollaway is a Fire and Safety Specialist at Chevron Phillips 
Chemical’s Cedar Bayou plant in Baytown, Texas. Hollaway is 
responsible for ensuring safety rules are being followed at the 
plant and assisting employees and contractors with managing 
personal and project safety issues. In addition, Hollaway is a 
leader for the facility’s in-house Emergency Response Team, 
having led the company to win multiple world records in 
industrial emergency rescue competitions.

44 In the News

42 Weathering Harvey no problem for 
Enterprise Products

40 LyondellBasell to build world’s largest 
PO/TBA plant in Channelview

36 Local petrochemical plants forging ahead

14 Chevron Phillips recognizes heroes during 
Harvey

12
Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital 
and Chevron Phillips team up for 
vaccinations

10 JSW Steel staff  save Baytown plant

  6 ExxonMobil steps up in Harvey aftermath
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covestro.com

As a leading producer of high-tech 
polymers, Covestro is always striving 
to push boundaries in innovation and 
sustainability. Through our advanced 
material solutions, we aim to promote 
a cleaner future – making cars lighter, 

 
manufacturing more sustainable 
and

Innovation is at the core of everything 
we do – and we believe that creating a 
diverse and inclusive work environment 
is essential to the innovation process.

Diversity is our strength.

Inclusion is our commitment.

Innovation is our direction.

#PushingBoundaries
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In times of  need, it is comforting to 
know that there are some who will step 
up and take care of  their own. 

ExxonMobil, who has a long, storied 
history in Baytown, answered the call 
when Hurricane Harvey blew into town 
and left behind devastation unlike anyone 
had seen before with multiple flooded 
homes. To help their employees who had 
been affected by the storm’s floodwaters, 
they set up the Harvey Relief  Center at 
the White House, the plant’s main office 
building on Decker Drive. 

ExxonMobil mechanical second line 
employees Christine Catudal and Sara 
Mondier were tasked with setting up 
the center with the purpose of  getting 
immediate assistance to plant workers 
who needed help. 

“Tuesday after the storm, Christine and 
I were called in to start a call center for our 
employees that were had been displaced,” 
Mondier said. “We had employees with 
significant damage to homes and needed 
assistance.”

Mondier said they set up a call 

center starting with seven lines that 
allowed employees to get in touch with 
management. 

“They were all stacked the next 
morning, so employees could call and say 
what their needs were,” Mondier said. 

Mondier said they were able to get 
employees who had been flooded out of  
their homes into hotels along with their 
families. For those that needed cleaning 
services, they were put on a list, and Red 
Hawk Services went to work cleaning 
out their homes. Mondier added that 

                       answers

Members of the ExxonMobil volunteer fire department at the Baytown refinery load a helicopter with water for 
residents of Beaumont.

By Matt Hollis

To help employees in Harvey aftermath
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they also worked with their Procurement 
Department to bring in supplies. 
This included dehumidifiers, personal 
protective equipment and bleach. They 
gave out 2,100 containers of  bleach, 700 
bleach sprayers and 750 dehumidifiers.        

 “We knew we had a lot of  employees 
in need, so instead of  having them drive 
to a store, where they might not be able 
to find what they need, we had this supply 
center, which was like a one-stop shop,” 
Catudal said. “We had a drive-thru set up 
outside.”

The set up was easily accessible and it, 
along with the call center, operated 24/7. 
The call center took in 1,650 calls and 315 
families were assisted from Aug. 31 to 
Sept. 4 and daily through Sept. 13. A total 

of  823 families went through the center 
to receive supplies.

Catudal said they were proactive in 
getting the hotels arranged and got to 
work in the days before the storm hit. 

“ExxonMobil went ahead and booked 
a few hundred hotels and started paying 
for them, so our employees would have a 
place to put them, before and during the 
storm,” she said.  

Mondier said they were putting 
employees in hotels in the middle of  the 
night. 

“The floods came on days after the 
storm,” Mondier said. “Some thought 
they were Ok. Then the bayou came up, 
and homes were flooded. So, they would 
call us, and we got them out of  harm’s 

way.”
Mondier said in order to make certain 

that employee’s children did not have to 
travel far to go to school, they put them 
in hotels close by.

“It was challenging to get people in 
right places,” she said. “But we were able 
to get it done.”

The company was also proactive in 
purchasing supplies. 

“If  they didn’t need them, we knew 
someone near would,” she said. “They 
were going to go somewhere like churches 
and other agencies.”

Connie Tilton, ExxonMobil 
spokeswoman, said they also contacted 
the United Way of  Greater Baytown and 
Chambers County as well as faith-based 

ExxonMobil employees in Baytown staffed phone banks to help identify and meet recovery needs of their co-workers.

Hurricane Harvey
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partners to distribute extra leftover 
supplies. About 26 pallets full of  
supplies were given out. 

“This is not going to waste, so we 
gave out to the community,” Tilton 
said. 

Helicopters shipped supplies to 
other needy places like Beaumont, 
Tilton said. 

Kits containing supplies were sent 
out to employees at their homes as 
well, so they could get their homes 
back in order. Each kit was worth 
about $300. Tilton said they had 
about $45,000 worth of  supplies for 
the employees and community. 

Supplies and the call center were 
only a part of  what ExxonMobil was 
doing for their employees in Harvey’s 
wake.  

“Our employee help center was 
more than just handing out supplies,” 
Tilton said. “It is also our Human 
Resource folks who helped as well.”

The HR people were on hand at the 
center to help with information about 
pay and benefits, so employees would 
not have to worry about this while 
dealing with their damaged homes. 
They also helped employees get 440 
two-year, interest-free loans.

Magellan provided counseling for 
employees who needed someone to 
talk to at the center. 

“They helped and provided support 
and helped our employees through 
this difficult time,” Catudal said.  

Mondier said she didn’t know they 
had the capability to handle all of  this 
until it came time to do it.

“We had management’s full support 
to take care of  employees while they 
worked on plant issues,” she said. 
“They took care of  the people.”

One person they took care of  was 
Shenalt Hudson, an ExxonMobil first 

line supervisor.
“I have worked here for 20 years,” 

Hudson said. “Over the last 20 
years, through every natural disaster, 
our local leadership has gone above 
and beyond to help their folks. The 
employees and families were taken 
care of, and that was a top priority. 
Hurricane Ike affected me, and they 
took care of  us then. But through 
Harvey, it was outstanding.”

Hudson was one of  the many 
who lived in the Whispering Pines 
subdivision. His home received 
about two to three feet of  water. But 
ExxonMobil came through for him 
and his family of  four. 

“We are proud to 
be  ExxonMobil 
employees”

The call center was helpful, and they 
put us in a hotel for free,” Hudson 
said. “They also provided labor 
assistance, with Red Hawk. They 
removed sheetrock, insulation, carpet, 
debris, floors and gave us cleaning 
supplies. The recovery support was 
second to none.”

Overall, ExxonMobil supplied 450 
work boots, helped 141 households to 
receive assistance through  Red Hawk, 
put 150 displaced families in local 
hotels, assisted 12 families through 
emergency management volunteers, 
sent out over 150 volunteers in 
community, donated 26 pallets of  
supplies to the Baytown community 
and provided employees with 228 
Tetanus shots at the center.

“We are proud to be ExxonMobil 
employees,” said Mondier. 
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Jimmy Smith, ExxonMobil docks mechanical process supervisor, surveys equipment within the Baytown refinery.
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In the midst of  developing a one-of-a-kind steel plant, 
Harvey put the expansion in jeopardy but staff  at JSW 
Steel courageously saved the mill in the most brilliant of  
ways. 

With about five feet of  water accumulating at the mill, 
threatening millions of  dollars of  equipment, about a 
dozen employees volunteered to ride out the storm at the 
mill where they used creative and effective tactics to save 
machinery under the facility.   

“With the monster steel mill and plate mill, there’s as 
much important equipment under the facilities as there 
is up above,” said John Hritz, JSW Steel chief  executive 
officer. “All the equipment that is above ground is supplied 
by hydraulic systems and things like that go through very 
big basements that we have under the facilities. And we 
have giant pumps to keep those areas dry, but when you 
get something approaching five-feet of  rain, nothing was 
designed for that.” 

While the storm was approaching the Baytown area, 
JSW conferred as to what preparations needed to be 
taken and whether of  not they were going to shutdown.

“On (Aug.) 25 it was clear that we needed to shutdown, 
we needed to have an orderly shutdown, but more 
importantly to get our people to their homes so they 
could prepare for what was coming,” said Hritz. 

As the storm progressed and as things got worse, Gary 
Baggett, director of  facilities, plant services and security 
who led the group of  volunteers, was in constant contact 
with Hritz — showing him video and photos of  the 
water coming up to his calf. He then got a simple idea 
that saved the plant. 

“They got the idea that why don’t we get the front-
end loaders and lets build dams in strategic positions all 
around the property; and they did,” said Hritz. “It sounds 
very simple, and it was simple, but it was brilliant.” 

So Baggett and his crew built dams using readily 
available mill scale in strategic areas of  the plant to 
keep the basements, hydraulic equipment and low-lying 
equipment dry. 

JSW Steel staff  
saves Baytown plant 

By: Christopher James

Front-End Loader – Two utility employees took turns building 
dams out of mill slag to stop water from flowing into 
basements.
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“For the entire period throughout the 
storm, this team of  people, 12 people, 
stayed on the property and night and day 
did strategic things all over the property,” 
said Hritz. “So beside damming up 
facilities, we also moved pumps, these 
big pumps, to different basements and 
to different motor areas and to different 
hydraulic rooms and kept everything as 
dry as possible.” 

This task seems daunting when you take 
into account the amount of  historic rain 
that fell on Baytown. Harvey set record 
rainfall for the continental U.S. when 
51.88 inches fell in the Mont Belvieu and 
Baytown areas. 

“By the time this horrible storm had 
passed through we incurred no significant 
damage, it was amazing,” said Hritz. “And 
these people that elected to stay on the 
property, they saved the company.”  

For about five days, Baggett and his crew 
slept on cots, air mattresses and couches 
while riding out the storm. They also had 

a good supply of  food throughout the 
ordeal. 

But flooding wasn’t the only danger 
these courageous volunteers faced, as the 
threat of  tornadoes was very real at the 
plant when two tornadoes went right over 
top of  JSW’s facilities. Thankfully neither 
one touched down. 

Once the storm had passed, mill staff  
did some post-flood cleanup and by Sep. 
5 the plant was back up and running. 

“We started shipping that day. Then we 
started manufacturing plate again on the 
6th and we started pipe operations on the 
6th, also,” said Hritz. 

In addition to starting up the mill, JSW 
Steel reached to its employees to see how 
they fared in the storm. And with some 
of  them being forced out of  their homes, 
JSW Steel started a private fund to aid 
employees dealing with damage from 
Harvey.   

“Today we’re just happy to be able to 
tell the story,” Hritz said. 

When Harvey hit Baytown, JSW Steel employees dealt with about 5-feet of rainfall at the facility, which covered the roads on 
the East Boundary of the plant. 

A tornado passed over the mill, but 
did not touch down until it reached the 
outer premises of JSW’s property.

Hurricane Harvey
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By Rod Evans
Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital partnered with Chevron 

Phillips Chemical in Baytown to offer 300 free Tdap vaccinations 
during the mobile clinic on Saturday, September 9 at Baytown’s JC 
Hollaway Park.

The clinic provided free Tdap vaccinations to the public on a first-
come, first-served basis to people who have been directly exposed 
to flood water since Hurricane Harvey and have not had a recent 
vaccination. Tdap is a combination vaccine that protects against three 
potentially life-threatening bacterial diseases: tetanus, diphtheria, and 
pertussis (whooping cough).

The partnership was made possible in part by a $1 million donation 
by Chevron Phillips Chemical to support the relief  efforts for those 
in greater Houston and surrounding areas impacted by Hurricane 
Harvey. 

“Chevron Phillips Chemical is a member of  this community and 
protecting people’s health and safety is a priority for us,” said Heather 
Betancourth, community relations representative at Chevron Phillips 
Chemical’s Baytown facility.

For protection from tetanus infection (lockjaw) during disaster 
recovery, adult tetanus vaccinations should be up to date. Tetanus 
vaccination is recommended every 10 years as an adult or as early as 
five years since last vaccinated if  a wound has been exposed to flood 
water. It is recommended that any individual over the age of  25 who 
believes it has been over 10 years since their last childhood tetanus 
vaccination (age 15 years) and was exposed to flood water should 
receive a tetanus vaccine. If  you have a wound that has been exposed 
to flood water, please observe for infection (tetanus vaccine does not 
prevent most common infections).

“It was truly inspiring to see the community come together under 
these very difficult circumstances,” said Stewart Dallas, manager, 

marketing and community relations with Houston Methodist San 
Jacinto Hospital. “We are very pleased to partner with Chevron 
Phillips Chemical to provide these extremely important vaccinations 
to members of  our community who have been attempting to 
recover from the devastating impact of  Hurricane Harvey and the 
unprecedented floods. The health of  the residents in Baytown and 
surrounding communities is our highest priority.”

Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital and 
Chevron Phillips Chemical team up on free vaccinations

Baytown City Councilman for District 2 Chris Presley received a 
free TDaP shot from Catherine Douglas, a nurse from Houston 
Methodist San Jacinto Hospital, during a community health 
event on Sept. 9 at JC Hollaway Park in Baytown. Chevron 
Phillips Chemical provided the event with 300 free TDaP 
shots thanks in part to a $1 million contribution the company 
has made toward Hurricane Harvey relief efforts across the 
Greater Houston area. TDaP includes vaccinations for tetanus, 
diphtheria, and pertussis (whooping cough). 

Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital and Chevron Phillips Chemical staff members and volunteers at JC Holloway Park during a 
free Tdap vaccination clinic to assist Baytown residents exposed to flood waters.

Hurricane Harvey
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Baytown Events:
Location: Phyllis Davis Room, 
909 Decker Drive, Baytown, TX 77520

The National Safety Council Distracted Driving Course
Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2017
8 a.m.-12 p.m.

OSHA Record-keeping
Friday, Nov. 10, 2017
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Surviving Violent Encounters
Thursday, Nov. 30, 2017
8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Liberty Events:
Location: Lee College Education Center– South Liberty County
1715 TX-146, Liberty, TX, 77575

The National Safety Council Distracted Driving Course
Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2017
8 a.m.-12 p.m.

The Art of Con�ict Resolutions
Friday, Dec. 1, 2017
8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Classes are FREE to attend and open to the public!
Seating is limited and registration is required.

FREE Safety Training!

You are priceless.
Safety knowledge is free.

Thanks to a generous donation by Texas Mutual Insurance Company, the Risk Management Institute was created to 
o�er free seminars, workshops and safety training classes on health and safety for employers, employees, seniors and 
the general public. The Institute’s goal is to educate the community on how to prevent accidents, illness, explosions, 
and harm of people, property and the environment.

The Center for Workforce and Community Development (CWCD) at Lee College is 
proud to announce the opening of their Risk Management Institute. 
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Chevron Phillips Chemical Company 
honors the efforts of  employees who 
went above and beyond during and 
after Hurricane Harvey to help the local 
community and their fellow Chevron 
Phillips Chemical employees. 

Below are stories from Jason Meyer 
and Rusty Till, maintenance specialists at 
Chevron Phillips Chemical’s Cedar Bayou 
facility in Baytown.

“We have a company full of  heroes 
and incredible people,” said Mark 
Lashier, CEO and President of  Chevron 
Phillips Chemical. “These extraordinary 

employees, and many others across our 
company, answered the call to help our 
communities in a time of  great need. It 
is a tremendous honor to lead and work 
with such selfless professionals who put 
the needs of  others ahead of  their own.”

Rescue missions
Jason Meyer and Rusty Till, , 

maintenance specialists, Cedar Bayou, are 
avid boaters, so when Hurricane Harvey 
flooded the neighborhoods around them, 
they ran rescue missions for several days. 

Meyer and two friends took out his 

boat and met up with Meyer’s brother-
in-law, who also was ready with his boat. 
The group connected with the Old River 
Navy through the Zello push-to-talk 
app and worked with dispatcher Susan 
Zabranek, wife of  Meyer’s colleague, 
Robert Zbranek, maintenance planner/
scheduler at Cedar Bayou. The group 
evacuated stranded residents across 
Baytown for three days.

They spent 12 hours in Country 
Meadows, where Meyer estimates they 
rescued at least 60 people. Meyer also 
helped to evacuate Derek Haywood, 

CHEVRON PHILLIPS CHEMICAL
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project engineering superintendent at 
Cedar Bayou, and his family.

In Anahuac, Till was ready with his 
airboat when a call came from the 
Chambers County Sheriff ’s Department, 
which needed help taking paramedics to 
flooded homes.

“I told my wife that we are so fortunate, 
so blessed our house was not flooded,” 

Till said. “I couldn’t sit around while I had 
a way to help people.”

A dispatcher guided the group to houses 
where people with medical needs were 
evacuated and taken to a nearby hospital.

In the following days, Till and his son, 
Kade, rescued more people in various 
communities and ferried people to pick 
up medicine and other necessities.

Till estimates they helped evacuate at 
least 40 people over three days. His wife, 
Beth, took donations from neighbors, 
purchased supplies and rounded up 
friends to help deliver the goods to 
shelters. 

They also delivered dozens of  pizzas to 
volunteers and people cleaning up their 
homes.

Rusty Till (left) pictured 
with friends on his 
airboat during the 
flooding

Cell phone photos

A view from Jason Meyer’s boat 
as they headed to higher ground 
to drop off evacuees, who would 

then be taken to shelters
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Hurricane Harvey
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The photos show the storage-in-transit yard at 
Chevron Phillips Chemical’s Cedar Bayou plant 
in Baytown after Hurricane Harvey flooded the 
area. These railcars are used by the plant to 
transport billions of pounds of polyethylene (or 
plastic) across the United States every year.
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Days of  dark skies and murky floodwaters devastated 
the Baytown community and more than 140 of  Covestro’s 
employees. But for Covestro, it takes more than 50 inches 
of  pouring rain to dampen its vision to make the world a 
brighter place.  Without pause, Covestro donated $100,000 
to the American Red Cross to support relief  efforts in Texas. 
The company also set up a donation program where over 400 
employees donated more than $80,000 from their own pockets 
for the cause.  Their contributions were matched dollar-for-
dollar by Covestro to go directly to impacted employees. 

Covestro employees assisted the community in rescue 
operations, taking their own boats out in the floodwaters to 
help local responders, staying at the plant 24/7 to keep it safe 
and secure, and making daily supply runs to deliver critical items 
to fellow colleagues.

“Baytown isn’t just where we work, it’s where we live”

“Those impacted by the storm showed tremendous courage in 
the face of  adversity, not only guiding their own families through 

a difficult situation, but going out of  their way to help colleagues 
and neighbors,” said Rod Herrick, vice president and site 
manager, Industrial Park Baytown. “I am proud of  the bravery 
and selflessness that was displayed by Covestro employees.” 
Covestro also donated 700 pounds of  meat to support a local 
effort, which entailed volunteers cooking for first responders 
and flooded residents of  Whispering Pines, Pinehurst, Legends 
Bay and other heavily impacted neighborhoods. “Baytown isn’t 
just where we work, it’s where we live,” said Jennifer Walsh, 
Covestro’s Head of  Communications in Baytown.  “When this 
community hurts, we hurt and when this community needs 
help, we help.”
And residing in those same neighborhoods are Covestro 

employees who lost nearly everything in the rising waters. For 
one employee, his newborn son’s first boat ride was at six days 
old being rescued from his home in Whispering Pines. For 
another employee in Pinehurst, practically everything his family 
owns was thrown to the street, gutting the place that was home 
for him, his wife, two small children and a baby on the way.  

Covestro committed to helping its employees as they navigated 

Selflessness of  Covestro team on display

Covestro employees and their teenage children helped in homes throughout the community to live the motto to make the 
world a brighter place.  Richard Avilla, Barbers Hill High School sophomore and an employee’s son, and a Covestro worker 
spent time cleaning out flooded home in Legend’s Bay.
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through the tough road ahead. “The 
storm has given us all some challenges 
to work through, but there’s comfort 
in knowing that Covestro takes care of  
its own,” Herrick said. The site went to 
work supplying basic living needs, such as 
shelter, food, transportation and clothing. 
About 45 hotel rooms were secured to 
immediately house displaced employees, 
and cash was distributed to those hardest 
hit to help them with unexpected costs.  

Company teams in Baytown and 
Pittsburgh found creative and unexpected 
ways to help employees get back on their 
feet – from repurposing company vehicles 
for personal use by employees who lost 
theirs in the flood to securing furnished 
apartment homes and travel trailers as 
a longer-term housing solution until 
severely damaged homes can be restored. 
Gasoline was provided for employees and 
local first responders.  
“We also brought three trailer trucks 

in from Dallas and distributed water, 
clothing, food and baby supplies,” Herrick 
said. “If  employees could not make it to 
the plant, employee volunteers took the  
supplies to those in need.”

The company also provided restoration 
supplies, such as dehumidifiers, storage 

pods and tools. Insurance and claims 
experts will help employees navigate their 
personal insurance policies. And those 
workers not impacted by the floodwaters 
came forward to help their Covestro 
family in need – helping with everything 
from demolition and cleanup to delivering 
home-cooked meals. “So many people  
lost everything,” said Brandon Meismer, 

Covestro day tech lead who volunteered 
in demolition efforts for days. “They lost 
their homes, way of  life, everything. I’m 
glad to be able to help and make sure 
everyone is taken care of.”

But that support didn’t stop on the 
weekend. The company continued its 
support throughout the week, allowing 
employees to volunteer during work 
hours. “At Covestro we are a family and 
when someone in your family is hurt, you 
help them,” Walsh said. “And what you’ve 
seen here since the storm has hit is all of  
these employees coming out to help their 
family.”

Other employees are busy collecting 
toys for children of  their colleagues and 
those in the community who have lost 
everything.
“We are gathering toys for kids that 
might be living temporarily in cramped 
quarters,” Walsh said. “It’s a different 
kind of  toy drive, as we’re asking for 
smaller items that aren’t messy and can 
keep the kids busy. But more importantly, 
our goal is to give these children some 
sense of  comfort that despite the tragic 
circumstances, there is a community of  
people that cares about them.” 

Covestro employees volunteered to deliver homecooked dinners to flooded 
employees. Covestro’s Cynthia Arizmendez delivers food to Covestro employee 
Bryan Schmidt’s family – daughter Addison Schmidt and wife Paula Schmidt.

Covestro Employee Preston Masichuk spent a full day removing debris from his co-
worker Javan Williamson’s, home that has to be completely gutted after flooding 
with five feet of water in Pinehurst.

Hurricane Harvey
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Sandra Tilton, CASA Volunteer Advocate Trainer; Dr. David Womack, Covestro; 
and Cori Davila, CASA Fostering Futures Coordinator

Covestro extends help to CASA
CASA of Liberty/Chambers Counties 

received a generous donation of food, 
household and personal supplies from 
Covestro following the area’s historic flooding. 
These items include non-perishable food 
items, diapers, flash light, fans, clothing and 

toiletries. While everyone suffers when their 
homes, cars and personal items are flooded, it 
is particularly difficult for foster children who 
are already living in temporary homes with 
few personal items. Covestro’s contribution to 
a stressful situation is truly appreciated. 

CASA of Liberty/Chambers Counties 
advocates for the best interest of abused 
and neglected children in the CPS court 
system through the training and support of 
community. 

https://casalctx.org

Hurricane Harvey
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Cedar Grove Park RV Resort

Grand Opening

Your luxury home away from home!
OPEN NOW

A residential RV community conveniently located close to all the 
plant expansions in the greater Baytown and Mont Belvieu areas

Reserve Today!

4419 N-Hwy 146 • Baytown, TX 77521

• Fitness Room
• Laundry Room 24/7
• Business Center
• Free Cable Television
• Concrete Pad
• Full Hook Ups
• Propane
• Security Cameras
• Completely Fenced & Gated
• Resident Managers 
   Available 24/7

• Swimming
• Fishing- Catch and Release
• Luxury Grilling
• Mosquito Controlled
• Free Wifi 
• Recreation Room
• Golf Cart Rental
• Dog Washing Station
• Free Air Station
• Immaculate Showers 
   & Restrooms 24/7

Just 5 miles south of IH-10

832-269-3960
cedargrovepark.com
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During and after Harvey struck the 
area, ExxonMobil set up a Harvey 
Relief Center at the White House 
on Decker Drive. They helped their 
employees find quick assistance 
from everything to cleaning 
supplies, financial assistance and 
Tetanus shots and even counseling. 
Pictured are, from left, ExxonMobil 
employees Christine Catudal, 
Shenalt Hudson and Sara Mondier

Photo by Matt Hollis

ExxonMobil employees served alongside Hearts and Hands of Baytown volunteers, providing much needed food and supplies 
to the Baytown community. ExxonMobil, through a partnership with M.D. Anderson, scheduled the Houston Food Bank truck 
along with 30 ExxonMobil volunteers to help ensure the event was a success.

Helping
Hands

Hurricane Harvey
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5800 Wade Road, Baytown, TX 77521 | Phone: 281-838-0063 | Toll-Free: 866-274-4446 | Fax: 281-838-0131 | Email: rws@rwscrane.com

 ISO 9001 Certifi ed (2008), Minority Owned Business, Small Business, HUB Zone Business 
Serving Houston and the State of Texas

Crane, Rigging,
Inspection & Testing

RWS is proud to announce 
the opening of our training and 

assessment center. 

We offer NCCER accredited training 
for rigger, signal person, and 

NCCER mobile crane operator.

During Chambers County Commissioners’ 
Court, Windstream recognized the efforts 
of  Chambers County Communications 
Director Quinten Adams and Glenn 
Innerarity for helping Windstream restore 
critical service to portions of  Chambers 
County during Hurricane Harvey.  
Windstream Representatives Luc Sanderson, 
Don Watson, and Shanon Williams 
presented a $10,000 check to the Chambers 
County Longterm Recovery Organization, 
which will assist the community with 
recovery efforts.  County Commissioner 
Pct. 2 Larry George, accepted the check on 
behalf  of  the Chambers County LTRO.

Left to right, front row:  Windstream representatives Shanon Williams, Don 
Watson, and Luc Sanderson, County Commissioner Pct. 2, Larry George, County 
Communications Director Quinten Adams, and Assistant Director Glenn Innerarity.  
Back row:  County Commissioner Pct. 4 Rusty Senac, County Commissioner Pct. 3 
Gary Nelson, County Judge Jimmy Sylvia, and County Commissioner Pct. 1 Jimmy 
Gore.

Windstream donates $10,000 to 
Chambers County recovery organization
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Port Commission Chairman of the Port of Houston 
Authority Janiece Longoria is stressing the importance of 
restoring and improving the Houston Ship Channel due to 
its importance to the future of the Houston region, state and 
nation. 

In comments to the Port Commission, she highlighted 
impacts of Hurricane Harvey and in her remarks stated, “We 
are in desperate need of additional relief to properly dredge 
the channel so that it can accommodate normal commerce at 
its authorized depth and width.“

Chairman Longoria presented satellite images of the mouth 
of the Houston Ship Channel taken days before and after the 
devastating rains inundated the Gulf Coast. “The floodwater 
coming through our system deposited tons and tons of silt 
into the Houston Ship Channel and throughout Galveston 
Bay,” she said. “While the Channel is open and commerce is 
flowing with some restrictions, the Houston Ship Channel 
needs significant dredging to address these storm damages.”

Additional images presented during the meeting showed 
dramatic shoaling at the entrances of the port’s three major 
terminals. “There has been ten feet of sediment collected as a 
result of massive amounts of floodwater that has carried this 
silt into the channel,” Chairman Longoria noted. “Again, this 
seriously restricts commerce to and from our facilities.” Port 
Houston’s two container terminals, Barbours Cut and Bayport 
together are responsible for nearly 70 percent of the container 
cargo in the gulf.

Chairman Longoria and Executive Director Roger 
Guenther both stressed during the meeting that maintaining 
the Houston Ship Channel’s depth is critical to commerce. 
A study conducted by the Texas Transportation Institute 
determined that a loss of one foot of depth in the channel costs 
the U.S. economy as much as $281 million dollars per year.

Chairman Longoria added that the impact of Hurricane 
Harvey highlights the importance of the channel as a critical 
component of the national economy. “We must also look at 
improvements to this waterway that make it more resilient and 
reduce the impacts of future weather events,” she stressed. “We 
believe that rather than just returning the channel to its pre-
storm depth and width, we must enhance its efficiency and we 
must build in resiliency, to make it better for ever- growing 
demand.”

The Chairman stated also that part of the channel’s recovery 

is to “harden this asset to make it better for the future,” which 
may include a channel that is deepened and widened.

Actions taken by the Port Commission today underscored 
the importance of improving and protecting Port Houston. In 
a proactive measure for Hurricane Harvey-related dredging 
expenses for its general cargo terminals, the Commission 
authorized an additional payment not to exceed $2 million to 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Additionally, the Commission agreed to renew an agreement 
with the U.S. Coast Guard to exchange and share information 
and data in order to enhance maritime safety and security. It 
also awarded contracts to fortify communication capabilities 
for telephones, data center and inter-terminal connectivity.

Port weathers storm
Hurricane Harvey

Port Houston has been a part of the 
Houston community for over 100 years.

We are responsible for over 1.2 million jobs and with our new super post-

Panamax, ship-to-shore cranes, we are ready to accommodate the next 

generation of container vessels that now transit the Panama Canal. �e 

new cranes are just a portion of the $700 million modernization project 

that further establishes Port Houston as the leading Gulf Coast port and 

positions us as �e International Port of Texas. 

PortHouston.com • 713-670-2400

A small town in TEXAS built a port
THAT PORT CREATED JOBS
OVER A MILLION JOBS IN 2016,

In a state we’re proud to call home
JOBS THAT SUPPORT OUR FAMILIES
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LEADING MEDICINE IN YOUR COMMUNITY
WHERE YOU GO MAKES A DIFFERENCE

Baytown and Houston since 1948, Houston Methodist 
San Jacinto Hospital continues to grow by enhancing 
and expanding its services in step with the rapid 
growth of the community.

Houston Methodist San Jacinto has been recognized 
as one of the area’s only not-for-profit, church-affiliated 
medical centers. The hospital continues to meet the 
needs of our community and region with cutting-edge 
medical services and technology.

Birthing Center
Breast Care Center
Cancer Center*
Cardiology
Cardiovascular Surgery
Chest Pain Center*
Diabetes Education Program*

PROVIDING A FULL SPECTRUM OF CLINICAL EXPERTISE

PROVIDING QUALITY CARE 
CLOSE TO HOME

Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital
4401 Garth Rd. | Baytown, TX 77521
281.428.2273
houstonmethodist.org/locations/san-jacinto-baytown

*Accredited

Emergency Medicine
Gastroenterology
General Surgery
Imaging & Diagnostic Services*
Level II Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
Neurology
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery
Pulmonary Rehabilitation Services
Rehabilitation Services*
Robotic Surgery
Skilled Nursing Facility
Sleep Center*

Stroke Program*
Thoracic Surgery
Urology
Vein Clinic
Weight Loss Surgery
Wound Care Program

HOUSTON METHODIST DEBAKEY 
We have a team of highly skilled cardiologists and cardiovascular surgeons at our Baytown location. Using the latest technology and most effective 
cardiovascular techniques, our physicians manage everything from cardiovascular disease prevention to advanced stages of heart failure and transplantation. 
This team of specialized physicians provides specialized care and tailors treatment plans to effectively address each individual patient.

Nadia Fida, MD
Cardiologist

Gholamreza Khoshnevis, MD
Cardiologist

Raghunandan Muppidi, MD
Cardiologist

CLINICAL EXPERTISE

devices

electrophysiology

preventive cardiology

Jacobo Nurko, MD
Vascular Surgeon

Walter O’Hara, MD
Cardiovascular Surgeon

CARDIOLOGY ASSOCIATES
CLINICAL EXPERTISE

Fibrillation

Surgery

HEART AND VASCULAR ASSOCIATES

For appointment, call 281.837.7587 For appointment, call 832.556.6625

HOUSTON METHODIST SURGERY ASSOCIATES
Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital provides treatment options for patients with a wide variety of general surgical needs. 

Boutros Kahla, M.D 
General Surgeon

Laura Choi, MD
General & Bariatric 

Surgeon

CLINICAL EXPERTISE

surgery

GENERAL & BARIATRIC SURGERY 

Caroline Kim, MD
General Surgeon

For appointment, call 832.556.6046

CLINICAL EXPERTISE

Bayo Tojuola, MD
Urologist

UROLOGY

For appointment, call 832.556.6046

Esther Dubrovsky, MD
Breast Surgeon

For Breast Imaging Radiology appointment, call 1.844.454.PINK                        For Breast Surgeon appointment, call 832.556.6046

The Breast Care Center team focuses  on early detection of breast cancer and is committed to 
providing the safest and most innovative treatment options available  including state of the art 3D 
tomosynthesis mammography,  minimally invasive needle biopsies and advanced breast surgical 
techniques which give the patient the best chance for a cure.

CLINICAL EXPERTISE

Hannah Chung, MD 
Breast Imaging 

Radiology

BREAST CARE CENTER

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY BY PHONE OR ONLINE 
HOUSTONMETHODIST.ORG/FIND-A-DOCTOR

HOUSTON METHODIST ORTHOPEDICS & SPORTS MEDICINE  
Our team of local orthopedic surgeons specializes in the latest techniques, allowing for faster and less painful 
recovery. We provide a personalized and comprehensive approach to each patient’s care. Leave your pain 
behind and schedule today. Offering same-day appointments. 

Karthik Jonna, MD
Orthopedic Surgeon

Mark E. Franklin, MD
Orthopedic Surgeon

James G. Pyle, MD
Orthopedic Surgeon

CLINICAL EXPERTISE

& rotator cuff repair surgery

Jennifer Wagner, MD 
Orthopedic Surgeon-Hand

Trudy Istre, MS, RN , FNP-C
Family Medicine

HOUSTON METHODIST PRIMARY CARE GROUP 
Houston Methodist Primary Care Group puts your family’s health at the center of everything they do. From routine checkups to advanced 
treatment of complex illnesses, such as diabetes, high blood pressure, asthma and more. With multiple locations throughout Baytown and 
surrounding communities, they offer same day appointments.

Gregory Terry, MD
Family Medicine

Rebecca Dees, PA-C
Family Medicine

G. Storm Walmsley, MD
Family Medicine

Dinara Abdueva MD, 
Internal Medicine

Eleazar Flores, MD
Family Medicine

HOUSTON METHODIST LUNG ASSOCIATES 
Our physicians provide the highest quality of care for the prevention, early diagnosis and treatment of pulmonary disorders and offer patients a 
combination of state-of-the-art technology and minimally invasive techniques to achieve the best outcomes.

Kalil Al-Nassir, MD
Pulmonary/Critical Care

Shawn Tittle, MD
Thoracic Surgeon

CLINICAL EXPERTISE

Michael Hopson, MD
Orthopedic Sports Medicine

Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital
4401 Garth Rd. | Baytown, TX 77521
281.428.2273
houstonmethodist.org/locations/san-jacinto-baytown

For appointment, call 281.427.7400

For appointment, call 832.556.6936

For appointment, call 281.428.4510 

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY BY PHONE OR ONLINE 
HOUSTONMETHODIST.ORG/FIND-A-DOCTOR
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Rashid Khan, MD 
Gastroenterology & 

Transplant Hepatology

HOUSTON METHODIST GASTROENTEROLOGY ASSOCIATES  
Baytown residents suffering from gastroenterological conditions such as acid reflux turn to our skilled physicians 
who bring decades of experience in treating a variety of gastrointestinal conditions. In addition to offering 
diagnostic procedures, including colonoscopy and upper endoscopy, our physicians have expert knowledge in 
treating gastroenterological conditions, including ulcers, diverticulitis and chronic diarrhea, and liver conditions. 

Yassir Ashraf, MD
Gastroenterology
and Hepatology

Ludie Hernandez-Buck, MD
Gastroenterology

Samir Nath, MD
Gastroenterology
and Hepatology

Atul T. Shah, MD
Gastroenterology
and Hepatology

CLINICAL EXPERTISE

& chronic diarrhea

HOUSTON METHODIST NEUROLOGY ASSOCIATES 
Our physicians utilize the most advanced technology and techniques to diagnose and treat common to complex neurological 
disorders. With innovative and personalized treatment options, we provide the most comprehensive care close. 

Ruby Parveen, MD
Neurologist

CLINICAL EXPERTISE

HOUSTON METHODIST OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY ASSOCIATES  
Focuses on comprehensive care specializing in well woman exams, contraceptive care, infertility, pregnancy, 
delivery, and both minor and major gynecological procedures. 

Paul C. Redman, MD
Obstetrics & 
Gynecology

CLINICAL EXPERTISE
 

pre-natal care
 

laparoscopic hysterectomies

procedures
removal

prolapse

replacement care

tubal ligations, placement of 
IUDs & Nexplanon devices

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH SERVICES 
Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital’s Occupational Health Clinic provides employers quick access to quality occupational 
health care services. From injury and pre-placement care, to physicals, screenings, exams and travel health, our board-certified 
occupational health physician and staff provides customized, streamlined services.

Norman C. Quesada, MD, 
MPH, FACOEM 

Preventive Medicine 
- Occupational and 

Environmental

CLINICAL EXPERTISE

For appointment, call 281.422.7970

For appointment, call 832.556.6535

For appointment, call 281.420.5760

For appointment, call 281.428.4101
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The University of  Texas at Austin recognized nine engineers 
with ties to Baytown as part of  its newly formed Academy of  
Distinguished Chemical Engineers.

The academy recognizes graduates of  UT Austin’s McKetta 
Department of  Chemical Engineering who have provided 
leadership and technical contributions that have helped transform 
economies, improved quality of  life and benefited society.

Many of  the engineers associated with Baytown were leaders 
within the Humble Oil & Refining Company, which became 
the Exxon Company in 1973. Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
established the Baytown Refinery in 1912 and it quickly became 
the foundation for the town’s establishment and growth. Today 
the Baytown area is home to more than 70,000 people and is 
the largest integrated refining and petrochemical complex in the 
United States.

Baytown Academy of  Distinguished Chemical Engineers 
honorees are listed below with their degree and graduation year 
and local area job titles (*deceased):

Herbert Herman Meier* (B.S. ’24, M.S. ’27), manager of  the 
Baytown Refinery, Humble Oil & Refining Co.

Herbert Herman Meier retired in 1968 as manager of  the 
Baytown Refinery of  Humble Oil & Refining Company. Meier 
specialized in technical research and new projects and held a 
numbers of  patents related to the manufacturers of  petroleum 
and chemical products. 

During World War II, he developed a number of  processes that 
greatly increased the availability of  premium aviation gasoline 
and nitration-grade toluene. He also made contributions in the 
fields of  lubricating oils and synthetic rubber.

Dr. Joe L. Franklin Jr.* (B.S. ‘29), research chemist and 
research associate, Humble Oil & Refining Co.

After graduating, Joe L. Franklin joined Rice University in 
1963, where he was the Robert A. Welch Professor of  Chemistry 
and chair of  the Department of  Chemistry, as well as an adjunct 
professor for the Baylor College of  Medicine. His first career was 
as a research chemist and research associate with Humble Oil & 
Refining CO. at Baytown, from 1934 to 1963. As a specialist in 
physical chemistry, he published 116 papers and co-authored two 
books. Dr. Franklin was a guest scientist to the National Bureau 
of  Standards and served on committees of  the National Research 

Baytown engineers honored

Photo by 
McKetta 

Department 
of Chemical 
Engineering

The University of Texas at Austin has recognized nine engineers with ties to Baytown as part of its newly formed 
Academy of Distinguished Chemical Engineers.
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Council and National Academy of  Sciences. He held offices in ten 
major professional societies and has received numerous honors 
and awards for his outstanding contributions to the professions 
of  science and engineering.

William Balfour Franklin* (B.S. ‘30, M.S. ’31), head of  the 
Research and Development Division and technical service 
manager of  the Baytown Refinery, Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
physical chemistry from UT Austin, William Balfour Franklin 
joined the Humble Oil and Refining Company. He later became 
the head of  the Research and Development Division and 
Technical Service Manager of  the Baytown Refinery. At the time 
of  his retirement, he was the head of  refining, mathematics, 
computing and systems, and technical manpower planning in the 
Houston headquarters of  Humble, which later became Exxon.  

Dr. Franklin was a president of  the American Institute of  
Chemical Engineers, and received the institute’s Founder Award 
and the Distinguished Service Award of  its South Texas Section. 
He was a charter member of  the Engineering Foundation 
Advisory Council and was chair of  the council from 1961 to 1962. 
He received a Cockrell School of  Engineering Distinguished 
Engineering Graduate Award from UT.

Dr. Arthur Andrew Draeger* (B.S. ’32, M.S. ’32), chemical 
engineer, research and development manager, technical services 
manager, Humble Oil & Refining Co.

Arthur A. Draeger retired in 1975 as executive assistant to the 
president of  Exxon Company, U.S.A. Following his retirement, 
he was a part-time energy consultant for the U.S. Department 
of  Commerce and the Energy Research and Development 
Administration, and was a trustee of  Retina Research Foundation. 

After earning his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Texas 
ChE in 1932, and receiving his Ph.D. in chemistry from UT Austin 
in 1935, Dr. Draeger began his professional career as a chemical 
engineer in process work with Humble Oil & Refining Co., now 
Exxon. He held a number of  engineering and administrative 
assignments with the company: research and development 
manager, technical services manager, manager of  North 
Texas Sales Division and manager of  the Corporate Planning 
Department in Houston. He served as executive assistant to the 
president of  Exxon in 1974.

As a student, Dr. Draeger was a member of  Tau Beta Pi. He 
was a member of  the American Institute of  Chemical Engineers, 
American Chemical Society, American Petroleum Institute and 
the Petroleum Club, and was named a Distinguished Engineering 
Graduate of  the Cockrell School of  Engineering in 1977.

Outside of  his involvements in chemical engineering, he served 
of  the administrative board of  St. Luke’s Methodist Church in 
Houston.

Arthur Ray Dudley Jr.* (B.S. ’48), chemical engineer, head of  
the lubricant section, Humble Oil & Refining Co.

Arthur Ray Dudley, Jr. was senior vice president of  Tenneco 
Oil Company. A veteran of  World War II, Dudley was a bomber 
pilot in the U.S. Army Air Corps and served in the European 
Theatre from 1943 to 1945. He received an air medal with four 
oak leaf  clusters and the purple heart.

In 1948, Dudley was employed by Humble Oil and Refining 
Company in Baytown, Texas. He stayed with the Humble 
facility in Baytown until 1959, progressing from junior engineer 
to assistant chemical engineer, to chemical engineer, to senior 
chemical engineer, and finally to section head of  the lubricant 
section.

In 1949, Tenneco Oil Company hired Dudley as a senior 
process engineer. After a year in Houston, he was transferred 
to the Tenneco facility in Chalmette, Louisiana, where he was 
promoted to chief  refinery engineering in 1961. Returning to 
Houston in 1963, he was named director of  refining. In 1964, he 
was appointed vice president, and in 1968, senior vice president 
of  the company.

Dudley is a member of  the American Institute of  Chemical 
Engineers, the American Petroleum Institute, and the national 
Petroleum Refiners Association. Dudley showed continuing 
commitment to UT Austin, particularly through participation on 
the Engineering Foundation Advisory Council of  the College of  
Engineering.
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M. E. “Gene” Gillis* (B.S. ’51), manager of  the Baytown 
Chemical Plant, Exxon Company

Glenn Taylor (B.S. ’58), chemical engineer,  Graduate of  
R.E.Lee HS (1954), Lee College, 38 year career in chemical & 
minerals industries, and Executive Director, American Institute 
of  Chemical Engineers 

M. E. Gillis* (B.S. ’51)
In August, 1986 M. E. “Gene” Gillis became president of  

Exxon Chemical Americas with regional responsibility for the 
U.S and Latin America, and a senior vice president of  Exxon 
Chemical Company, the worldwide chemical division of  Exxon 
Corp.

Gillis joined the Exxon organization in 1951 as an engineer at 
the Baytown Chemical Plant after graduating that year from The 
University of  Texas at Austin with a bachelor’s degree in chemical 
engineering. Following a series of  engineering and supervisory 
assignments, including serving in New York as investment 
coordination manager for Exxon Chemical’s U.S. operating 
division, he was named manager of  the Baytown Chemical Plant.

In 1969 he was appointed manager of  plans coordination and 
analysis for Exxon Chemical Co., the worldwide company, and 
served as secretary of  the management committee. In 1970 he 
became vice president for chemical raw materials for Essochem 
Europe, Inc. in Brussels. Mr. Gillis returned to the U.S. in 1974 
as executive vice president of  Exxon Chemical Americas in 
Houston, a position he held until moving to Darien, Connecticut 
to become senior vice president of  Exxon Chemical Co. in 1981.

He was a member of  the American Institute of  Chemical 
Engineers (AIChE) and serves on the Advisory Board of  AIChE’s 
Chemical Center for process Safety. In addition, he served on the 
Executive Committee of  American Industrial Health Council, 
the Board of  Trustees for The Keystone Center, and was a life 
member of  Friends of  Alec.

Peter Buenz (B.S. ’60), founder of  Creekside Industries which 
runs a Baytown chemical plant

After three years as an officer in the U.S. Navy and seven 
years with ARCO Chemical Company, Peter Buenz joined a 
non-engineer fraternity brother in 1970 to establish Chemical 
Exchange Industries, the forerunner of  Creekside Industries. 
Their business model was to purchase processing facilities no 
longer needed by major chemical companies and adapt them 
to produce specialty and commodity products using innovative 
processes. Buenz amicably split the business with his partner in 
1993, and his share became Creekside.

Creekside Industries is headquartered in Houston, but its plants 
in Baytown and Houston were sold in 2012 and 2013. Both 

continue in full operation under the new ownership.
Buenz and his wife, Claire, are strong supporters of  the 

department, establishing several endowed scholarships and 
maintaining a keen interest in the department’s programs. Buenz 
has been a member and president of  the Texas ChE External 
Advisory Committee and was a member of  the Cockrell School’s 
Engineering Advisory Board.

Winston Porter (B.S. ’62), resident of  Baytown through R.E. 
Lee High School, headed Bechtel‘s environmental department, and 
later served as assistant administrator of  the U.S. EPA, now writes 
newspaper op-eds and delivers speeches on energy subjects.

After receiving his bachelor degree from Texas ChE, Winston 
Porter earned his Ph.D. in chemical engineering from the University 
at California, Berkeley in 1965. Porter chaired the University of  
Petroleum and Minerals chemistry department in Dhahran, Saudi 
Arabia from 1965 to 1966, then managed the Bechtel Organization’s 
environmental department and later served as project manager for the 
master plan of  the $20 billion Jubail Industrial City in Saudi Arabia. 
He also served as a vice president of  several Bechtel affiliates in the 
Middle East.

In 1976, Dr. Porter created the management and engineering 
consulting firm of  Porter & Associates in Leesburg, Virginia, 
specializing in environmental issues, regional planning, and Middle 
Eastern business consulting.

In 1985, he was appointed by President Reagan as assistant 
administrator for solid waste and emergency response at the 
Environmental Protection Agency, where he managed the Superfund 
and other solid and hazardous waste programs. He established a 
national goal for recycling 25 percent of  the country’s municipal solid 
wastes, which was reached in 1995. Under his direction, a joint EPA-
state mechanism was developed to remediate federal facilities such as 
nuclear weapon sites.

Dr. Porter became president of  the Waste Policy Center in 
Leesburg, Virginia in 1989. He is also a frequent communicator on 
environmental issues through reports and speeches as well as op-ed 
articles in major newspapers such as the Wall Street Journal and New 
York Times. He has written about American and European waste 
management, federal facilities site remediation, and changes needed 
to reduce Superfund cleanup times dramatically. Since 1985, he has 
also testified at some 60 Congressional hearings.

Dr. Porter is a member of  the American Institute of  Chemical 
Engineers, the American Chemical Society, and Tau Beta Pi. He has 
also served on the Texas ChE External Advisory Council and is a 
Friend of  Alec.

For biographical information on these inductees and the entire inaugural 
Academy of  Distinguished Chemical Engineers Class of  2017 visit: 
http://bit.ly/AcademyInauguralClass. 
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Growing industry brings new 
petrochemical company to Baytown
By Zach Martin, zach.martin@baytownsun.com

Baytown has become a magnet for companies and jobs in the 
petrochemical industry and Tidal Tank, an equipment rental 
provider that specializes in frac tanks and hazardous waste 
transportation, has expanded its business on  Thompson Road 

“It’s close to the customers and has easy access to Interstate 
10,” CEO Sandy Scott said. “It’s not something you can easily 
find.”

Tidal Tank consolidated its three Houston offices and 130 
employees to a new Gulf  Coast headquarters facility at the 
Thompson Ten Business Park. 

“I think expenses will go up a little bit, but there will be 
synergies achieved by moving all these employees into one 
location.”

Scott plans on increasing Tidal Tank’s staff  by seven to 10 
percent annually for the next three years.

“Besides improving the tax base, about 100 employees are 
traveling from outside of  Baytown,” CFO John Romain said. 
“Our business will improve local commerce, but so will the 
employees buying lunches and gas.” 

According to Romain, Tidal Tank’s goal is to provide general 
petrochemical customers with better equipment rental service 
and give Baytown more equipment rental options. Romain said 
that ,to his best knowledge, Tidal Tank is the only company 

in the area that provides equipment rentals, frac tanks and 
hazardous waste transportation at one location. 

In addition, Romain said that Tidal Tank focuses on safety.  
Along with visual inspection of  the tank and fasteners, Tidal 
Tank conducts a water test on all of  its products to prevent 
any seepage of  hazardous chemicals into the environment. The 
tanks are isolated in a testing area, rapidly filled with water and 
checked for leaks.

“Tidal Tank does what is right for customers and employees,” 
said Romain. “It’s a very safe place to work.”

Tidal Tank was one of  the first companies to provide mobile 
180-degree round-bottom frac tanks to make cleaning easy.  
The company also developed software called TidalTrak, which 
is management software that keeps a record of  the location and 
schedules of  industrial transportation companies, rental tank 
suppliers, lay-down yards and washout and incinerator facilities.

Tidal Tank finished its construction of its new Gulf Coast headquarters facility last Dec. at 6503 Thompson Road and moved 
employees to the location in March.
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Plant expansions forging ahead 

ExxonMobil 
starting up 

polyethylene lines
ExxonMobil has commenced 

production on the first of  two new 
650,000 tons-per-year high-performance 
polyethylene lines at its plastics plant in 
Mont Belvieu. 

The full project, part of  the company’s 
multi-billion dollar expansion project 
in the Baytown area and ExxonMobil’s 
broader Growing the Gulf  expansion 
initiative, will increase the plant’s 
polyethylene capacity by approximately 
1.3 million tons per year. 

The Mont Belvieu plant capacity will 
total more than 2.5 million tons per year, 
making it one of  the largest polyethylene 
plants in the world. These performance 
polyethylene products will deliver 
significant sustainability benefits enabling 
lighter weight higher performance 
packaging, lower energy consumption 
and reduced emissions. 

A significant portion of  Mont Belvieu 
polyethylene will be exported from the 
Port of  Houston later this month. At 
peak, the site will ship more than 200 
containers a day. 

“The expansion of  our Mont Belvieu 
facility further enhances our ability to 
meet growing global demand for high-
performance polyethylene products 
around the world,” said Neil Chapman, 
president of  ExxonMobil Chemical 
Company. “The investments we’re 
making through our Growing the 
Gulf  initiative will not only expand 
our existing manufacturing and export 

capacity, but will further stimulate local 
economic growth and create thousands 
of  full-time jobs.” 

ExxonMobil is planning to invest more 
than $20 billion over 10 years to build 
and expand manufacturing facilities in 
the U.S. Gulf  region. These projects are 
expected to create more than 45,000 
jobs, including more than 12,000 full-
time jobs. The expansion covers 11 
major chemical, refining, lubricant and 
liquefied natural gas projects along the 
Texas and Louisiana coasts.

New polyethylene 
units at Chevron 
Phillips

Chevron Phillips Chemical is 
commissioning and starting-up its new 
polyethylene units at Old Ocean.

They are also looking to start up their 
new ethane cracker in Baytown, but ran 
into some delays with Hurricane Harvey.

“Chevron Phillips Chemical currently 
expects to complete construction and 
begin commissioning the ethane cracker 
by first quarter 2018 with a transition to 
full production during second quarter 
2018,” said Baytown Chevron Phillips 
Chemical spokeswoman Heather 
Betancourth. 

The ethane cracker is a part of  the 
company’s $6 billion U.S. Gulf  Coast 
Petrochemicals Project. 

The Old Ocean new polyethylene units 
are also a part of  the expansions. Each 
will produce up to 500,000 metric tons 
annually to service the ever-increasing 
global demand for polyethylene. The 

units can produce a wide variety of  
polyethylene resin from metallocene 
LLDPE film to bi-modal film and 
pipe products, displaying the wide 
capability of  Chevron Phillips Chemical’s 
proprietary MarTech technology. 

“In 2011, Chevron Phillips Chemical 
was the first to announce a leading-edge 
$6 billion petrochemicals project to 
take advantage of  the newfound shale 
gas resources in the United States and I 
am thrilled we are completing the first 
phase of  this project,” said Mark Lashier, 
president and CEO. “I want to thank the 
thousands of  employees and contractors 
who worked to build this incredible new 
asset that will allow us to continue to 
meet the growing demand of  our loyal 
customer base worldwide.”  

Chevron Phillips Chemical’s world-
recognized Marlex polyethylene resin 
produced at Old Ocean will be delivered 
to customers in North America and to 
strategic transloading facilities across 
the United States for export to all 
regions of  the world, supporting the 
dynamic growth seen around the globe 
by the company and its many MarTech 
licensees.  

“Abundant shale gas resources 
are fueling an economic revival that 
extends across the nation and supports 
economic growth around the globe. 
Chevron Phillips Chemical is proud to 
be a leading contributor to the nation’s 
growing workforce and strengthening 
economy,” said Lashier.

At peak construction, the U.S. Gulf  
Coast Petrochemicals Project employed 
approximately 10,000 contractors 
devoted to completing not just the 
polyethylene units in Old Ocean, but 
the new world-scale ethane cracker in 
Baytown. 

Both ExxonMobil and Chevron Phillips Chemical are both 
showing signs of  expansions thanks to some new polyethylene-
related aspects being added to their respective plants.

Both petrochemical giants are undergoing multi-billion dollar 
expansions that are expected to provide jobs and economic 
development for the area. 
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Representatives from ExxonMobil and all nine Houston-area 
Community College Petrochemical Initiative (CCPI) partnering 
colleges convened today at ExxonMobil’s office in Baytown to 
present $45,000 in scholarships to 38 selected students. The program, 
entering its fifth year with an additional $200,000 grant from 
ExxonMobil, supports efforts by Houston’s leading community 
colleges to prepare thousands of  local residents for high-paying jobs 
in the growing local chemical manufacturing industry. ExxonMobil 
has contributed more than $2 million toward training new workers 
since the program’s launch.

Enrollment in training programs have grown significantly. The 
initiative has created greater awareness of  opportunities available 
to those who possess the necessary skills with potential salaries 
averaging nearly $100,000 a year.

Mike Zamora, director of  Americas Regional Manufacturing for 
ExxonMobil Chemical Company, congratulated the students and 
spoke to ExxonMobil’s long-time interest in workforce development 
and continuing investment in the program.

“The Community College Petrochemical Initiative partnership is 
a wonderful example of  what can be accomplished when employers 
and educators work together,” Zamora said. “As shown by the 
investments ExxonMobil alone is making as part of  our Growing 
the Gulf  initiative, the chemical industry is rapidly expanding along 
the Gulf  Coast due to abundant supplies of  domestically produced 

natural gas. Encouraging and developing a well-educated and skilled 
workforce is vital to the industry’s success in meeting a growing 
global demand for chemical products and continuing economic 
growth and prosperity in Gulf  communities.”

With a projected need for more than 50,000 new workers by Gulf  
Coast-area chemical producers over the next decade, nine Houston-
area community colleges are working to find and train the next 
generation of  skilled workers. Initiative partners Alvin Community 
College, Brazosport College, College of  the Mainland, Galveston 
College, Houston Community College, Lee College, Lone Star 
College, San Jacinto Junior College and Wharton County Junior 
College are training students seeking certification or completion 
of  degree programs for instrumentation, electrical, machinist/
millwright, welding, pipefitting, and other skills and competencies 
needed by the chemical industry.

The Community College Petrochemical Initiative is a 
collaboration of  nine Texas Gulf  Coast Area Community 
Colleges to recruit and train the next generation of  petrochemical 
and construction trades workers for the Houston-Galveston 
region. A united vision and direction of  the partnership is made 
through the CCPI Steering Committee, consisting of  workforce 
development leaders from each participating college.

Representatives from ExxonMobil and all nine Houston-area Community College Petrochemical Initiative partnering colleges

35+ community college students receive
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convened in August to present $45,000 in scholarships to 38 selected students seeking training in the petrochemical industry field.

ExxonMobil Baytown Olefins Plant Manager Woody Paul (left) poses with Lee 
College President Dr. Dennis Brown (far right), Lee College Executive Vice 
President Dr. Christi Ponce (second from left) and Lee College Vice President Dr. 
Angela Oriano-Darnell (second from right) to present scholarships to three Lee 
College students (center) at a recent CCPI luncheon.

2017 scholarship recipients include:
• Alvin Community College: Charles 
Manuel, Vanessa Medrano, Jose 
Padilla, Roberto Pena, Andrew Pier
• Brazosport College: Rigoberto 
Cardenas, Patrick Haynes, Zachary 
Nieto, Yolanda, Richo, Jorge Juarez
• College of the Mainland: Brittany 
Brown, Myles Drisdale, Joshua Galabis, 
Michael Keller, Kincaide Stevens, Burak 
Temal
• Galveston College: Victor Gomez, 
Isaac Jara, Patrick Lantz, Kaylan 
Mosley
• Houston Community College: Shayan 
Naghibipoor, Opeyemi Frances 
Anthony, Carissa Sims, Marquette 
Broussard, Samson Balogun
• Lee College: Christopher Patterson, 
Edmeade Prentice, Crisol Napoles
• Lone Star College: Jeremy Powers, 
Christopher Ross, Carlos Gomez, James 
Alford, Jason Eldridge, Delane Corley
• San Jacinto College: Isaac Butcher, 
Jessica Cranford, Lucida Price
• Wharton County Junior College: 
Zachary Zepeta

scholarships for chemical industry careers
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LyondellBasell, one of  the world’s largest plastics, chemicals 
and refining companies, today announced the final investment 
decision to build the world’s largest propylene oxide and tertiary 
butyl alcohol plant in the Houston area. 

The project is estimated to cost approximately $2.4 billion, 
representing the single-largest capital investment in the 
company’s history. At the peak of  construction, the project 
is expected to create up to 2,500 jobs and approximately 160 
permanent positions when operational. 

“This world-scale project is a key part of  our organic growth 
strategy which is designed to meet rising global demand for 
both urethanes and cleaner-burning oxyfuels while creating real, 
long-term value for our shareholders,” said Bob Patel, CEO of  
LyondellBasell. 

“Our investment in this plant combines the best of  both 
worlds: our leading PO/TBA process technology with proximity 
to low-cost feedstocks, which gives LyondellBasell a competitive 
advantage in the global marketplace for these products.” 

“We are pleased that LyondellBasell continues to view the 
Houston area as important to their global operations, creating 
jobs and opportunities for Houstonians,” said Bob Harvey, 
president and CEO of  the Greater Houston Partnership. 

“This new project further advances Houston’s position 
as a global hub of  petrochemical manufacturing, leveraging 
Houston’s strategic access to the Americas and top markets 
around the world.” 

Built to serve global markets 
Once in operation, the plant will produce an anticipated 1 

billion pounds of  PO and 2.2 billion pounds of  TBA annually. 
PO is used in the manufacture of  bedding, furniture, carpeting, 
coatings, building materials and adhesives, while the TBA will 
be converted to two ether-based oxyfuels, methyl tertiary butyl 
ether and ethyl tertiary butyl ether. Both MTBE and ETBE 
are high-octane gasoline components that help gasoline burn 
cleaner and reduce emissions from automobiles. 

LyondellBasell plans to sell the PO and derivative products 
to both domestic and global customers, while the oxyfuels will 
be primarily sold into Latin America and Asia. A portion of  the 
TBA will remain in the domestic market in the form of  high 
purity isobutylene which is used in tires and lubricants. 

The majority of  the products will be exported via the Houston 
Ship Channel. 

to build world’s largest
PO/TBA plant in Texas
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Project overview 
The PO/TBA project will have a split facility design to 

optimize product balances and realize synergies between 
LyondellBasell sites. The proposed location for the PO/TBA 
plant is the LyondellBasell Channelview Complex located in 
Channelview. 

The associated ethers unit, which will convert TBA to oxyfuels, 
is proposed for the company’s Bayport Complex near Pasadena. 

The company has completed front-end engineering design 
work and received the required environmental permits. Site 
preparation is underway and construction is expected to begin 
during the second half  of  2018. 

It is anticipated the project will be completed by the middle 
of  2021. Final site selection is contingent upon final approval of  
certain economic incentives by the state of  Texas. 

The PO/TBA project is part of  LyondellBasell’s $5 billion 
organic growth program taking place on the U.S. Gulf  Coast. 
LyondellBasell recently completed ethylene expansion projects 
at the company’s La Porte, Channelview and Corpus Christi 
sites in Texas, finalizing a multi-year plan to increase annual 
ethylene capacity in the U.S. by 2 billion pounds. 

Additionally, LyondellBasell began construction of  a world-
scale polyethylene (PE) plant at its La Porte Complex, which 
utilizes the company’s proprietary Hyperzone PE technology 
and will more than double that site’s PE capacity to 2 billion 
pounds per year upon completion in 2019. 

About LyondellBasell 

LyondellBasell (NYSE: LYB) is one of the largest plastics, 
chemicals and refining companies in the world. Driven by its 
13,000 employees around the globe, LyondellBasell produces 
materials and products that are key to advancing solutions 
to modern challenges like enhancing food safety through 
lightweight and flexible packaging, protecting the purity of 
water supplies through stronger and more versatile pipes, and 
improving the safety, comfort and fuel efficiency of many of the 
cars and trucks on the road. LyondellBasell sells products into 
approximately 100 countries and is the world’s largest licensor 
of polyolefin and polypropylene technologies. 

www.lyondellbasell.com
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Enterprise’s Mont Belvieu complex 
 covers almost 4,000 acres

Weathering Harvey is no problem for 
Enterprise Products Partners in Mont Belvieu
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Enterprise’s Mont Belvieu complex 
 covers almost 4,000 acres

When as much as 50 inches of  rain hit the Chambers County 
area during Hurricane Harvey, the high-skilled employees from 
Enterprise Products Partners’ Mont Belvieu complex got to work 
weathering the storm.

Despite Harvey’s severe impact, Enterprise’s NGL fractionation 
and storage services remained safely operational, thanks to the 
dedication and creativity of  those employees, some of  whom 
remained on duty even as their own homes flooded. 

Those men and women even took the time to help their neighbors 
who were impacted by the storm.

Almost 40 years after the first fractionation towers rose from 
Enterprise’s Mont Belvieu complex, the company continues to 
shape the local community, as well as the local economy and the 
energy industry.

The largest natural gas liquids fractionation and storage hub in 
the world, Enterprise Product Partners’ Mont Belvieu complex is 
the centerpiece of  the company’s integrated value chain, and serves 
some of  the country’s most prolific basins, playing a vital role in the 
ongoing development of  domestic reserves.

Mont Belvieu is central to Enterprise’s growth, accounting for 
almost half  of  the company’s capital spending for projects currently 
under construction. 

The complex is also an important part of  the company’s 
infrastructure network that provides customers with flow assurance 

and market choice, including access to the growing petrochemical 
industry on the Gulf  Coast, and the export market.

As far as community impact, the complex employs about 1,000 
employees and contractors, and Enterprise is one of  the largest 
taxpayers in Chambers County. It’s also partnered with Lee College 
to provide scholarships for high school students, and internships to 
those interested in technology and industrial systems.

And with about one-quarter of  the company’s total acreage at 
Mont Belvieu available for expansion, the complex continues to 
grow. 

The propane dehydrogenation (PDH) plant nearing completion 
will consume 35,000 barrels per day of  propane and have the 
capacity to produce 1.65 billion pounds per year of  polymer grade 
propylene

The isobutylene dehydrogenation facility (iBDH), scheduled to 
begin service in the fourth quarter of  2019, will consume 30,000 
barrels per day of  butane and will produce 937 million pounds of  
isobutylene annually

Enterprise’s ninth NGL fractionator is also under construction 
and expected to be completed in second quarter of  2018. The 
project will increase the company’s fractionation capacity to more 
than 750,000 barrels per day.

Enterprise has 37 underground storage caverns that can store up 
to 130 million barrels of  NGLs and products.
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Chevron Phillips Chemical Company LP (Chevron Phillips Chemical) is pleased 
to announce that its Cedar Bayou complex in Baytown, Texas is the recipient of  two 
2017 Responsible Care® Energy Efficiency Awards from the American Chemistry 
Council (ACC). 

Two manufacturing units located at Chevron Phillips Chemical’s Baytown complex 
were selected for “Significant Improvement in Manufacturing.” This award is given to 
companies that improve energy efficiency in their manufacturing operations through 
technical innovations, creative projects, or novel procedures or actions. Overall, the 
two units saw a 13% reduction in energy consumption per pound of  product, or 
430,663 MMBtu of  electricity.

“We have an innovative group of  people working at our Baytown complex who 
not only manage day-to-day operations but look for ways to improve our processes,” 
said Mitch Krutilek, plant manager for Chevron Phillips Chemical in Baytown. “We’re 
proud of  our energy conservation efforts so far and will continue to look for ways to 
improve the complex’s overall sustainability.”

The Responsible Care Energy Efficiency Awards program is among ACC’s many 
ongoing initiatives to improve energy efficiency. Member companies are required 
to consider operational energy efficiency as well as waste minimization, reuse, and 
recycling when developing their environmental, health, safety and security plans.

Chevron Phillips Chemical Baytown wins 2017 
Responsible Care Energy Efficiency Awards

Chevron Phillips Chemical Company has launch “FlexiCalc” software – a new 
mobile phone app that revolutionizes how production parameters are calculated for 
flexible packaging converters and manufacturers in the plastics industry. This shift in 
paradigm offers engineers of  all generations, and anyone involved in the manufacture 
of  polyethylene flexible packaging substrates, agility and enhanced production in day-
to-day operations for blown film, cast film and extrusion coating.

Chevron Phillips Chemical introduced the new FlexiCalc software app at Pack 
Expo Las Vegas, one of  the industry’s largest conferences that showcases packaging 
innovations. FlexiCalc software is now available for free download in the App Store 
on the iOS platform; an Android version will be available in the near future.

FlexiCalc software was developed by Chevron Phillips Chemical’s engineers to 
support and perform calculations such as blow-up ratio, line speed, output, roll 
calculations, roll weight and diameter. The easy-to-use app extends far beyond flexible 
packaging applications; it contains useful tools to estimate composite densities and 
flow rates in resin blends as well. It can also be used to convert English to metric units 
for the company’s growing international customer base. 

Chevron Phillips Chemical delivers plastics industry 
leaders innovation in the palm of  their hands

The Baytown Sun
Targa Resources has entered into a joint 
venture with Blackstone Energy Partners 
in the Grand Prix Pipeline and has 
signed a letter of  intent to own a stake in 
the Gulf  Coast Express Pipeline.
The company has executed agreements 
to sell a 25 percent JV interest in the 
Grand Prix natural gas liquids pipeline 
to funds managed by Blackstone Energy 
Partners.
Once complete, the pipeline will be a 
new 300,000 barrel per day common 
carrier NGL pipeline from the Permian 
Basin to Mont Belvieu.
Targa and EagleClaw Midstream 
Ventures have also executed a long-term 
raw product purchase agreement for 
transportation and fractionation services 
for the pipeline.
It is expected that the Grand Prix 
pipeline is due to be operational in the 
second quarter of  2019.
Additionally, Targa also announced it has 
executed a letter of  intent, along with 
Kinder Morgan Texas Pipeline regarding 
the Gulf  Coast Express Pipeline project. 
The project will provide an outlet for 
increased natural gas production from 
the Permian Basin to growing markets 
along the Texas Gulf  Coast.
The participation of  the three parties 
involved with the project is subject to 
negotiation and executive of  definitive 
agreements.
As part of  the agreements, Targa would 
own a 25% equity interest in it and 
would commit significant volumes to the 
proposed project.
The expected in-service date of  the 
pipeline continues to be scheduled for 
the second half  of  2019.

www.targaresources.com

Targa Resources 
announces pipeline 
projects
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The East Harris County Manufacturers Association (EHCMA) 
is maintaining the CAER Line with upgraded technology 
to better serve the community and inform residents about 
emergency and non-emergency events. 

The updated CAER Line gives community members access 
to CAER Line updates online at www.ehcma.org/caerline. 
Additionally, all emergency messages are now posted in both 
English and Spanish and some general messages will be available 
in both languages depending on location and message content. 
Because the CAER Line is hosted through a web-based portal, 
posting messages is also easier and more time efficient for 
EHCMA member facilities.

Community members can hear EHCMA member operational 
updates by calling 281-476-2237, which is the same phone 
number used by the community for decades. Along with the 
additional features, the system is now able to handle a larger call 
volume. 

“The hotline that our community has used for more than 
20 years is now more user friendly for community residents, 
as well as manufacturing employees,” said Craig Beskid, East 
Harris County Manufacturers Association executive director. 
“The CAER Line is able to handle a higher volume of  calls, 
and the new bilingual and digital technologies will make it easier 

for community members to access information about facility 
operations.”

The CAER Line is a hotline for community members to hear 
recorded - or read posted Internet - messages from EHCMA 
member facilities regarding operational updates and was created 
as a way for EHCMA members to give back to the communities 
where they live and work. The CAER Line serves more than 
300,000 community members in East Harris County.

CAER Line messages can be about emergency events that 
require community safety procedures, or non-emergency events 
such as flaring or fire drills, which require no community action. 

“EHCMA asks its members to post emergency messages to 
the CAER Line within 15 minutes of  an event,” Beskid said. 
“Posting these messages keeps community members safe and 
informed, but we realize it may take longer to post a message 
depending on the circumstances of  the event.”

While the CAER Line is a valuable resource, community 
members should contact and follow instructions provided by 
local emergency managers during emergency situations.

With the January launch of  the upgraded CAER Line, 
EHCMA members are gearing up for a community campaign 
to educate residents about the enhanced capabilities available 
to them. 

East Harris County maintains CAER Line

Edward Jones celebrates 
all industries in Houston, 
Baytown,
and surrounding areas..

Jennifer A Marcontell, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

700 Rollingbrook Suite A
Baytown, TX 77521
281-420-3100
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC
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3560 Hwy. 90 
Liberty, TX 77575

Sales • Service• Parts • Body
TOLL FREE

(800) 374-7646

www.bjfordofl iberty.com

281•576•5440 | 2830 North FM 565, Suite 200 | TheWCCCC.com

WEST CHAMBERS COUNTY
C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

Crane Inspection & Certification Bureau’s 
Houston training center expands

With substantial job growth forecasted for Texas and the Gulf Coast 
Region over the next decade, Crane Inspection & Certification Bureau 
has taken steps to tailor state-of-the art programs that match the area’s 
demand for highly trained and certified Crane Operators and Riggers. 
The expansion of certification programs and classrooms, in addition 
to new equipment and dedicated lab areas, continues CICB’s mission 
to upgrade the skills and certification of the current workforce and 
provide a continuous pipeline of trained and educated workers entering 
the field.

CICB’s Houston training center, an approved testing site by the 
National Commission for the Certification of Crane Operator, recently 
purchased an additional lattice boom crane, adding to their onsite fleet 
of cranes available for training and NCCCO certification exams. 

The center has also invested in CM Lab’s Vortex training simulator 
to support its crane operator training and certification programs. The 
crane simulator is equipped with multiple large HD screens that display 
telescopic mobile and lattice boom crawler crane simulations.  The 
realistic experience of Vortex simulator training not only reinforces 
learning for the beginners, but also benefits the advanced operator 
with certification-level scenarios, comparable to a NCCCO exam.  The 
instructor guides and monitors the trainees by controlling the exercises 
from dedicated interfaces, review performance, plot metrics, comment 
on progress, and trigger faults.

“CICB’s crane operator training programs now include theory, 
simulation, and practical training,” said John O’Connor, CICB’s 
Houston Manager and Career School Director. “Simulator training is 
a great way to bridge the learning gap, allowing students to hone their 
skills on a lift and build confidence in the controls, computer system 
and the crane.”

The center’s upgraded rigging lab houses applied training areas for 
load rotation, load drifting, managing the center of gravity of non-
symmetrical objects, and rigging gear inspection.  The facility also has 
dedicated lab areas for overhead crane operations, certification, and 

CICB’s Houston Manager, John O’Connor, guiding a 
crane’s load on the simulator ~ www.cicb.com

inspection; aerial lift operations and inspection; and, a future area for fall 
protection and communication tower rigging and safety.

“Building and maintaining a skilled workforce in critical job shortage 
areas, such as crane and rigging operations, is a top priority for CICB,” 
stated Craig Epperson, President and CEO of CICB. “Our expansion 
and investment in new equipment, along with our six Houston-based 
instructors who bring more than 159 years of subject matter expertise in 
all facets of crane operations, addresses the current and future skill needs 
of our industry partners.”
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Plantgistix opens Baytown facility, 
adds resin drying and blending solutions
Product expansion and facility signal strong growth, momentum for 2017

Plantgistix, a provider of  in-plant, contract 
packaging and value-added logistics specialty 
services to the plastic resin industry, has opened 
the doors to its new 330,000 square foot 
expansion of  its resin packaging plant located 
in Baytown.

Plantgistix is in a strong growth and expansion 
mode and, in addition to new customer service 
offerings, the company is poised to meet 
growing customer needs with the opening of  its 
newest packaging plant.

Located within the AmeriPort Industrial 
Park, the state-of-the-art facility supports 
Plantgistix’s contract packaging services along 
with railcar storage and switching services for 
their customers through a partnership with Rail 
Logix.

“This is an investment in our customers as 
much as it is an investment in our business,” 
added Marc Levine, CEO of  Plantgistix.

The facility provides Plantgistix’s state-of-
the-art ultra-high speed form fill seal bagging 
system, increasing the company’s nameplate 
capacity to over 1,000 hopper cars per month. 

The company is set to host an open house 

at the new Baytown facility in early November 
to showcase Plantgistix’s new capabilities and 
expansion.

“We constantly seek innovative ways to 
be an end-to-end service provider for our 
customers, offering everything they need from 
order fulfillment to ensuring product reaches 
the customer on time and intact,” said Tony 
Redd, vice president of  business development 
at Plantgistix. 

“Our work is rooted in a set of  core values 
that help us create solutions that are scalable, 
high performing and reliable. Adding plastic 
resin drying and blending is the next step in our 
relentless customer focus.”

As a leader in contract packaging of  plastic 
resin and the first in the United States to provide 
contract packaging to the plastics industry, 
Plantgistix has added the ability to remove 
both surface and embedded moisture. This 
allows customers to regain once “out of  spec” 
material caused by moisture to return it to prime 
quality resin, significantly reducing customers’ 
costs. This process can even be performed on 
hygroscopic materials.

For precision blending, Plantgistix is 
integrating solutions provided by Wittman 
Gravimetric that guarantee a uniform and 
repeatable flow of  packaging material. The 
system is capable of  pulling from up to four 
different material sources that feeds a preset 
amount of  each into a single hopper and mixes 
the products together. The system is able to 
weigh and add material in real-time for exact, 
precise weight requirements. Additionally, small 
amounts of  powder additives can be added to 
the bulk blending process, as needed.       

About Plantgistix
Founded in the 1930s as the first plastic resin 

molding company in the U.S., Plantgistix is 
the premier provider of  in-plant and contract 
packaging and specialty services including 
optical sorting, de-metalizing, drying, blending 
and screening. Plantgistix has the resources to 
handle all logistics needs within its facilities, as 
well as the ability to staff  and support client 
locations. Plantgistix is ISO 9001:2008 certified 
and has received numerous industry awards for 
safety and innovation.  Find out more at www.
plantgistix.com

John M. Floyd & Associates announces new regional director
BAYTOWN-- John M. Floyd & Associates 

(JMFA), a profit-improvement consulting firm 
for banks and credit unions, announced today that 
Brad Davis has joined the company as a regional 
director. He will be responsible for client services 
and consulting in Tennessee, West Virginia and 
Kentucky.

Davis joins JMFA with more than 30 years of  
sales and client retention success in the financial 

services industry, primarily serving bank clients 
in the southeastern United States. With deep 
experience in technology and other critical 
operational systems as a result of  his past senior 
sales executive positions with Fiserv and FIS, Davis 
will help JMFA clients address compliance issues, 
strengthen account holder retention and assist 
them with improving their overall performance.

“We welcome Brad’s extensive operational 

expertise to our team of  performance and 
profitability experts,” said JMFA Chairman 
and CEO John M. Floyd. “His knowledge of  
technology solutions will be very valuable to 
financial institutions in his territory. Plus, his 
familiarity with the Southern region gives him 
tremendous insight into the types of  challenges 
and opportunities that financial institutions in that 
area are facing.”

TEXAS
STRONG

Pasadena | Memphis | Birmingham
281-487-3160 | www.clarkfreight.com

Pasadena | Memphis | Birmingham

I’ll help you fi nd your dream home

Karla Opryshek
Broker/Associate
281-433-2281 | kopryshek@cbunited.com 4500 North Main, Baytown, TX
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Albert Luna of Baytown GMC

Cindi Ramirez of Daniel’s Meat 
Market and Kate McClosky of 
Bridge Water Events. Erika Foster and Meryl Edmead 

of GCCISD Education Foundation

Brooke Miller and Dee Sandhop of 
Payroll Vault

Gidget Semar of Altus ER

Diane Wilson of Habitat for Humanity 
and Pamela Farmer of ExxonMobil

Brandi Rexford, Wanda Lecourias and 
Janet Lackey of Harbor Hospice

Anna Nocera and Tim Day of HPP

Christi Scott of 
Baytown Gentle 
Dental

Baytown Chamber of  Commerce
Business Exposition Highlights
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Robert Thompson, Eric 
Ornelas and Armando 
de la Cruz of Jacobs

Julie De Torre, Laurie Terry and 
Ayshe Tayfun of Houston Methodist 
San Jacinto Hospital

Jacqueline 
Baldwin 

was giving 
flu shots for 

Houston 
Methodist 

San Jacinto 
Hospital

Baytown Chamber of Commerce 
representatives Kathy Jaeger, Marcille 
Barnett, Rikki Wheeler, Gretchen 
Knowles (Commissioner Jack Morman’s 
office),Tina Martinez, Christine Willis 
and Chamber President Tracey Wheeler

Jeannette Roy of Community Toyota

Cecilia Ramirez, Rudy Hernandez and 
Saleena Flores of Luna’s and Especial 
Events

Lee College’s Sharon Guillory, Daisy 
Aranburo, Gracie Luna, Lena Yepez 
and Kerri Hurlbut

TSO’s 
Jonathan 
Machemehl 
and Erica 
Isbel

Taron Hart 
and Darrin 
Luebe 
of Team 
Logic IT

Photos by Carol Skewes
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Bates Custom & Collision hosts 
Baytown Chamber of  Commerce Mixer

Bobby Lewis is pictured with his 
1956 Ford Club Sedan

Tami Bedinger, Narcy Villareal, Jeff 
Walters and Connie Raven of Virginia 
Malone Realtors

Gene Schrader in front of his 
1965 Ford Mustang

Rotary 
Club of 

Baytown 
President 

Nick 
Woolery 

and 
Guido 

Persiani of 
Covestro

Margie 
Buentello of 
the North 
Channel 
Area 
Chamber of 
Commerce, 
Tracey 
Wheeler of 
the Baytown 
Chamber of 
Commerce 
and Sheila 
Crawford

Carol 
Bell  of 

Executive 
Residency 

by Best 
Western 

and 
Robert 

McKnight 
of 

McKnight 
Financial 
Services

Kathy Jaeger 
of Virginia 
Malone 
Realtors and 
Taron Hart 
of Team 
Logistics

Ryan 
Ancheta, 

Kati 
Johnson 

and 
Stephen 

McWilliams

Bailie 
Wells and 
Annalise 
Bates at the 
Baytown 
Chamber of 
Commerce 
mixer hosted 
by Bates 
Custom & 
Collision

Photos by Carol Skewes
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bauer.uh.edu

C. T. Bauer College 
of Business is an 

AACSB accredited 
business school.

The University 
 of Houston is an 

EEO/AA institution.

IN EVERY SENSE OF THE WORD, BAUER COLLEGE MEANS BUSINESS.

We are Houston’s business school, serving one of the nation’s largest cities and 
surrounding areas. We o�er undergraduate, graduate, doctoral and executive programs, 
led by respected scholars and industry veterans, with curriculum tailored to meet the 
needs of today’s workforce and drive business impact. Our alumni lead enterprises and 
transform companies, and our students represent the next generation of innovators, 
problem solvers, dreamers and doers. Our standards are tougher than our competitors, 

ensuring that Bauer College graduates earn their degrees.

Your bottom line is our business. Bauer means business.




