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Special to The Baytown Sun

Most people are aware of  the ba-
sic dangers associated with a hur-
ricane: high winds, tidal surges, tor-
nadoes, torrential rain and inland 
flooding.

There are a few facts about these 
dangers, however, that may not be 
so obvious, and they could impact 
how we prepare or evacuate from 
these threats.

Wind speed
Increases in wind speed can af-

fect the amount of  force impacting 
structures along the storm’s path. 
For example, doubling the wind 
velocity in a storm generally qua-
druples the potential wind force 
on a stationary object. Therefore, a 
100 mph wind exerts around four 
times the amount of  pressure on a 
structure as a 50 mph wind. Even 
a modest 16 percent increase from 
60 mph to 70 mph can increase 
wind pressure by more than a third. 
For this reason, it can be mislead-

ing to simply look at the Saffir-
Simpson category for an approach-
ing storm. For example, Category 1 
hurricanes can vary from 74 mph 
sustained winds up to 96 mph sus-
tained winds (nearly doubling the 
amount of  potential destructive 
wind pressure from the lower end 
of  the category to the higher).

The power of moving water
People often underestimate the 

power of  moving water, either 
from a surge or inland flooding. 
Water weighs about 1,700 pounds 
per cubic yard. Six inches to a 
foot of  flowing water can sweep 
an adult off  his feet. Two feet of  
moving water can wash away an 
automobile. As little as four feet of  
moving water can destroy a wall.

Size matters
The larger a storm’s wind field 

radius the more potential there is 
for destructive storm surges and 
wind damage. For example, rela-
tively small Category 3 Hurricane 
Alicia produced a much smaller 
storm surge than Category 2 Hur-

ricane Ike, despite Alicia’s stronger 
sustained wind speeds and more fa-
vorable (for surge potential) land-
fall location.

Large, powerful storms can take 
hurricane force or higher winds far 
inland, making some evacuation 
sites less desirable. Large Category 
4 Hurricane Carla produced sus-
tained winds of  100 mph or more 
150 miles inland, which is why you 
need to avoid being in the path of  
such storms when choosing an 
evacuation locale.

Speed of forward motion
How fast a hurricane is travel-

ing can make a big difference in 
the level of  damage experienced. 
A fast-moving system will bring a 
smaller time period of  destructive 
winds than a slow-moving system, 
whose additional hours of  peak 
winds leads to increased exposure 
to strong winds.

Also, slow-moving systems tend 
to produce greater amounts of  
flooding rains than faster-moving 
systems, where the duration of  

rainfall is briefer. On the other 
hand, a rapidly advancing storm 
can mean less time for preparation 
and evacuation.

Location
Your location relative to a hur-

ricane’s path can make a big dif-
ference in its impact in your home 
area or evacuation site. Generally 
speaking, being in the northeast 
quadrant of  a hurricane will result 
in stronger winds, heavier rains 
and higher tornado potential than 
being to the southwest of  a land-
falling system.

Our weather history has many 
examples of  storms making land-
fall 75 miles to 100 miles southwest 
of  Galveston resulting in much 
greater damage than equivalent 
systems coming ashore 75 miles to 
100 miles to the east.
The bottom line: 

Never underestimate the power 
of  hurricanes or tropical storms 
and their potential to inflict dam-
age on people and property in their 
paths.

Five factors 
you need to consider for 
hurricane preparation

2017 Hurricane Evacuation Map courtesy of 
Houston-Galveston Area Council

http://www.h-gac.com
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By Rick Cousins, Correspondent
Nikki Hathaway sits under an array of  screens displaying 

complex climate information, as well as some popular daytime 
TV programming.

She’s one of  15 scientists who work in a building on FM 646 
a few blocks east of  Interstate 45.

They staff  the National Weather Service office for Hous-
ton-Galveston, which watches over a 23-county area. 

The scientists spend their workdays searching for severe 
weather and making more mundane projections that affect 
your dress, sports, fishing, outdoor recreation and commute 
each day.

Hathaway, 23, began dreaming of  being a meteorologist 
while still in elementary school in Florida.

“We were learning that day about latitude and longitude, 
specifically how to plot certain points on a map,” she said. 

“My third-grade teacher decided that the best way to under-
stand this concept would be to track tropical storms and hur-
ricanes as they approached the United States from the Atlantic 
Ocean or the Gulf  of  Mexico.

“I remember being fascinated by just how chaotic in nature 
these systems were, and specifically how quickly it seemed they 

could move or essentially stall out.
“From then on I was hooked, but it wasn’t until I was in 

middle school that I got really serious about the hows and 
whys behind the weather. This mainly stemmed from active 
hurricane seasons in the early 2000s that I experienced as a 
Floridian.”

Later, Hathaway plunged into the nuts and bolts that under-
lie the science of  weather prognostication. 

Calculus, physics and more mean that to work here, you’ve 
already learned more science and math than 90 percent of  
Americans will ever know.

Dan Reilly, a senior scientist at the office, holds the title of  
warning coordination meteorologist. That means he has over-
all responsibility for a large variety of  weather alerts.

Although many of  the maps and charts seen each storm 
season come from the National Hurricane Center in Miami, 
the Houston-Galveston office provides data for their calcula-
tions on local storms, as well as describing the impacts we can 
expect both on the coast and in the bay and coastal waters.

“There are several relatively new alerts, products, maps, 
some brand-new this year,” Reilly said. 

“A storm surge watch/warning can be issued if  life-threat-

ening surge is possible. 
This is new since Hurricane Ike and was used for the first 

time last season for hurricanes impacting Florida and the 
southeast U.S. coast.

A storm surge inundation map also will be generated for 
hurricanes and tropical storms that is intended to be a reason-
able worst case for that storm.

“This should aid in visualizing the potential water depth 
above ground due to storm surge. New this year will be a time-
of-arrival graphic/map for tropical force winds. This should 
assist planning for evacuations and other pre-landfall actions.”

It can be a stressful slot all year-round for those who have to 
predict just what Texas weather will do.

“Tornadoes lightning, hail, damaging winds, flash flooding, 
tropical disturbances, there’s so many,” Reilly said.

“During the winter and spring, sea fog can have a huge im-
pact on navigation and our forecasts are critical for port opera-
tions in these situations.

Although the office isn’t open to the public, you can follow 
it on the Web. It has one of  the longest histories of  its kind. 

The first weather office in Texas, and one of  the first in 
America, was established in Galveston 1871, 146 years ago.

Being prepared means 
being equipped with the 
proper supplies you may need 
in the event of  an emergency 
or disaster. Keep your 
supplies in an easy-to-carry 
emergency preparedness kit 
that you can use at home 
or take with you in case you 
must evacuate.

At a minimum, you should 
have the basic supplies listed 
here:

Water: one gallon per person, 
per day (3-day supply for 
evacuation, 2-week supply for 
home)
Food: non-perishable, easy-to-
prepare items (3-day supply for 
evacuation, 2-week supply for 
home).
Flashlight
Battery-powered or hand-
crank radio (NOAA Weather 
Radio, if  possible)
Extra batteries

First aid kit
Medications (7-day supply) and 
medical items
Multi-purpose tool
Sanitation and personal hygiene 
items
Copies of  personal documents 
(medication list and pertinent 
medical information, proof  of  
address, deed/lease to home, 
passports, birth certificates, 
insurance policies)
Cell phone with chargers

Family and emergency contact 
information
Extra cash
Emergency blanket
Map(s) of  the area
Consider the needs of  all family 
members and add supplies to 
your kit. Suggested items to help 
meet additional needs are:
Medical supplies (hearing aids 
with extra batteries, glasses, 
contact lenses, syringes, etc)
Baby supplies (bottles, formula, 

baby food, diapers)
Games and activities for 
children
Pet supplies (collar, leash, ID, 
food, carrier, bowl)
Two-way radios
Extra set car keys, house keys
Manual can opener
Additional supplies to keep at 
home or in your survival kit 
based on the types of  disasters 
common to your area:
Whistle

N95 or surgical masks
Matches
Rain gear, Towels
Work gloves
Tools/supplies for securing your 
home
Extra clothing, hat and sturdy 
shoes
Plastic sheeting, Duct tape
Scissors
Household liquid bleach
Entertainment items
Blankets or sleeping bags

Be Prepared for an Emergency. Be Red Cross Ready!
Nikki Hathaway, scientist

Dan Reilly,
senior scientist , warning coordination meteorologist

Courtesy, The Daily News, 
Galveston, Texas

We’re ready!
So count on us to get ready!
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Register for 2-1-1 help if you need help 
in the event of a mandatory evacuation

Functional and Access Needs individuals, formally 
referred to as Special Needs Individuals, need to 
register with 2-1-1 in the event they need assistance 
evacuating the county during a mandatory evacuation 
order.

This includes folks that have no transportation as 
well as those with medical issues.

It is always best to go with friends or family 
members, however, there are some people that cannot, 
and they are the ones to register with 211. 
Register before a storm is in the Gulf.

Call 211 and advise the operator you are wanting to 
register for transportation out of the county during a 
mandatory evacuation.

2
1
1

The six lists above are used in rotation and re-cycled every 
six years, i.e., the 2017 list will be used again in 2023. The 
only time that there is a change in the list is if  a storm 
is so deadly or costly that the future use of  its name on 
a different storm would be inappropriate for reasons of  
sensitivity. If  that occurs, then at an annual meeting by 
the World Meteorological Organization committee (called 
primarily to discuss many other issues) the offending name 

is stricken from the list and another name is selected to 
replace it. Several names have been retired since the lists 
were created. Here is more information the history of  
naming tropical cyclones and retired names.
If  a storm forms in the off-season, it will take the next 
name in the list based on the current calendar date. For 
example, if  a tropical cyclone formed on December 28th, 
it would take the name from the previous season’s list of  

names. If  a storm formed in February, it would be named 
from the subsequent season’s list of  names.
In the event that more than twenty-one named tropical 
cyclones occur in the Atlantic basin in a season, additional 
storms will take names from the Greek alphabet.

Courtesy http://www.nhc.noaa.gov

Will a 
hurricane 
have your 

name?

photo courtesy of The Daily News, Galveston, Texas

Recalling
Hurricane 

Carla
1961

FULL SERVICE
Baytown’s Oldest

G L A S S  C O M P A N Y
SERVING THE  AREA SINCE 1973.

Residential • Commercial • Auto

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
*Does not include automotive glass

Across from the Police Dept. | joeysglass@verizon.net
281-427-4705 | 3011 N. MAIN

Be Ready: Protect your 
Paperwork In Case of a Storm

Harris County 
Attorney 

Vince Ryan

By Vince Ryan
Harris County Attorney 

Hurricane season has 
just begun. We’ve all heard 
about being prepared with 
bottled water, batteries and 
other necessities for riding 
out a storm. But is your legal 
paperwork safe and secure? 

If  your home floods, will 
your important documents 
be safe? 

If  you have to evacuate, 
could you quickly put your 
hands on medical records? 

If  you file insurance 
claims, would you be able to 
provide your policy and re-
cords of  your possessions? 

Be prepared this hur-
ricane season by ensuring 
that all your legal docu-
ments avoid destruction or 
damage. 

A little work now can 
make a big difference later. 

First, originals of  your 

most important documents 
should be kept in a water-
proof  safe at your home or 
in a safe deposit box. 

Keep copies electroni-
cally on your computer hard 
drive or on CDs, DVDs or 
jump drives. 

You can also store docu-
ments on the cloud where 
they are retrievable any-
where and anytime. 

You could also email them 
to yourself  or to a friend out 
of  the storm zone. 

In many cases, courts will 
consider electronic copies 
valid if  originals are lost. 
AARP recommends that 
you have one copy of  your 
documents in a portable file 
system or lock box you can 
quickly grab if  you have to 
evacuate in a hurry. 

Now, what legal docu-
ments do you need to pro-
tect and have copies of  in 

case of  in an emergency? 
First, personal documents 

such as birth and marriage 
certificates, social security 
cards, passports or natural-
ization certificates. 

You also need to safe-
guard your will, living will, 
power of  attorney and any 
instructions you have left in 
case of  death. 

Also protect property re-
cords, including deeds and 
title to property and mort-
gage and closing statements. 

You want to keep safe 
any appraisals of  valuables 
along with photos and vid-
eos of  your property for 
insurance purposes. And, 
of  course, your insurance 
policies—home, auto and 
health.

Financial records are criti-
cal: bank statements, sav-
ings or investment account 
information, stocks and 

bonds and tax records. 
And don’t forget medical 

information, including pre-
scription information and 
phone numbers for your 
doctors. 

In addition to these docu-
ments, if  you have to leave 
your home for a natural di-
saster, please take with you a 
copy of  phone numbers of  
relatives and friends. 

You may not be able to 
rely on your cell phone if  
towers are damaged or your 
battery runs down. 

This may sound like a lot 
of  work, but if  a hurricane 
destroys or severely damag-
es your home, you’ll be glad 
you have these documents 
available to you to start to 
put your life back together.

Cather Insurance 
Agency, LLC
230 W. Cedar Bayou Lynchburg Rd. Baytown, TX 77521

Tel 281-421-7575
Fax 281-421-7570
cathers1@nationwide.com
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FULKERSON’S 
PLUMBING COMPANY

Test & Certify 
Backfl ow Preventers

“SINCE 1929”

1310-2 W. Cedar Bayou Lynchburg • Baytown, Texas
281-421-1732 • 281-576-2752

Residential • Commercial 
New Construction • Maintenance & Repairs MPL #18985

3919 Garth Road • Baytown, Texas 77521
281-422-8181

www.earthmanbaytown.com

Funeral Home & Memory Gardens Cemetery

LIZ OR VICTORIA
1705 N. MAIN

BAYTOWN, TX 77520

NEW & USED TIRES
COMPUTER BALANCE
TIRE ROTATION

281-837-7000
Open Late For Inspections!

Mon - Sat: 9:00am - 6:00pm 
Sun: 9:00am - 3:00pm

 281/422-8213
Fax: 281/420-2717

 1209 Decker Dr., Suite 100
Baytown, Texas 77520

Jerry I. Gainer, P.E., R.P.L.S.
President

Hutchison & Associates, Inc.
Engineers • Designers

Land Planners • Surveyors

www.bhainc.com

CARPET HAUS
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(281) 427-6226

Cather Insurance 
Agency, LLC
On Your Side Certi� ed
Nationwide Insurance

230 W. Cedar Bayou Lynchburg Rd. 
Baytown, TX 77521

Tel 281-421-7575
Fax 281-421-7570
cathers1@nationwide.com

Cryer Pools & Spas  Hurricane Pool Prep. Headquarters
CLEANING • REPAIRS • CHEMICALS • SUPPLIES • POOLS • SPAS BIG GREEN EGGS & MORE!

281-420-7665  www.cryerpools.com
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UP TO 10% OFF POOLS & GRILLS

 R.L. NELSON 
CONSTRUCTION

Established in 1978

 Slabs Repaired
Mud Jacking

Pier & Beam Leveling

� ompson’s Fish Camp

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 353, Baytown, 77522
Owner: Debbie � ompson

Live & Dead Shrimp
Squid-Shad-Mullet

Ice-Beer-Snacks-Tackle

281-427-2300

Open 5:30am-6:30pm
7 Days a Week

213 Simms Road 
Baytown, TX

p

281 427 2300 Boat Ramp

 YOUNG PLUMBING
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING CO. INC.

 Master 
Plumbers 
License 
# M-13753

281-427-7401
301 N. COMMERCE
BAYTOWN, TEXAS 

HENDERSON
GARAGE DOOR.COM

SALES & REPAIR SERVICE
Baytown 281-428-1187 • Pasadena 281-479-3332

1-800-345-8471

John Henderson
sales@hendersongaragedoor.com

sales@hendersongaragedoor.com

4808 East Fwy, Baytown, TX

Randy Casey

281-421-2244
www.randycasey.net

TTTTTTTTTTRRRRRRRRRREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE SSSSSSSSSSEEEEEEEEEERRRRRRRRRRVVVVVVVVVVIIIIIIIIIICCCCCCCCCCEEEEEEEEEE,,,,,,,,,, IIIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNNNCCCCCCCCCC
TREE REMOVAL  •  DANGEROUS TREES  •  TRIMMING

  STUMP GRINDING

281-628-3095
“THE SAWDUST MAFIA”

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
INSURED FOR YOUR PROTECTION

4411 East Fwy, Baytown
Sales: (800) 481-4397  |  Service: (281) 424-6500

GMC   BUICK 281-385-1037 
Se habla Español

9520 N. Hwy 146, Mont Belvieu

• Auto
• Home
• Mobile Homes

• Commercial
• General Liability
• Worker’s Comp

Formerly Hamilton-Dagle Insurance

Lisa Dagle
Insurance Services

281•422•2831
www.sidingbycamposandroofi ng.com

SIDING BY 
CAMPOS & ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

A Newcomer’s Guide to

BaytownHitting Stands
July 28

Deadline 
July 19

Your GuiDe  
to tHe BaYtown area: 
Real Estate, Healthcare, 
Schools & Government, 
Things to do, Places to Eat, 
Churches, Daycare, Civic 
Organizations & more!

Dean West  ................ 281-425-8037
Kathy Jaeger .............. 281-425-8041
Cheryl Jones  .............. 281-425-8036
Carol Skewes ............. 281-425-8009

For more inFo. contact:

Handy Website Information
National Hurricane Center

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov

Federal Emergency Management Agency
http://www.fema.gov

www.ready.gov/hurricanes 

NWS Southern Region Headquarters
http://www.srh.noaa.gov

Harris County Homeland Security and Emergency Management
http://www.hcoem.org

City of Houston Office of Emergency Management
http://www.houstonoem.net

Storm Prediction Center
http://www.spc.noaa.gov

Galveston County Office of Emergency Management
http://www.gcoem.org

EMWIN Houston Emergency Managers Weather Info. Network 
http://houston.emwin.org

American Red Cross
http://www.redcross.org

Salvation Army
http://www.salvationarmy.org

Klotzbach and Gray Hurricane Forecasts
http://hurricane.atmos.colostate.edu/forecasts

Karla Opryshek
Broker/Associate, ABR, CRS

ASR, CNAS, CNCA, MCNE, MRP, NHS

Buying or Selling? 
I Can Help You!!!

Third  Genera� on 
REALTOR®

(281) 433-2281 |  4500 North Main | kopryshek@cbunited.combb it ddbb iit dd

Prescriptions & 
Compounding
4002 Garth Rd
Suite 140A
Baytown, Texas

281-628-7186
Mon-Fri 9am-7pm
Sat 11am-2pm
www.birdsongspharmacyrx.com
birdsongspharmacy@gmail.com

Make sure your prescriptions are 
� lled before a storm arrives!

Fast, Friendly, Full Service 

“Where there is a defi nite difference.”

281.839.0700
www.crespoandjirrels.com

281-385-1200
12605 IH-10 East  |  (Exit FM 3180)

www.carnesengineering.com

CARNES ENGINEERING
B U I L D I N G  D E S I G N  &  P L A N N I N G

• Civil Design

• Commercial
   Design

• Home Design

• Structural

• Foundation

• Site Planning

281-385-6455 | 11402 Eagle Drive • Mont Belvieu, TX.
Commercial • Residential • Real Estate Loans

www.bhbank.net

� �
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By Christopher James 

christopher.james@baytownsun.com 
June 1 marked the first 

day of  what experts have 
said could be a very busy 
hurricane season. 

The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) says 11 to 17 
named storms, five to nine 
hurricanes and two to four 
major hurricanes are possible. 

Federal forecasters 
attribute the above-normal 
season to warm sea surface 
temperatures along with 
a “weak or non-existent 
season.”   

With this possibility, 
Baytonians should be 
prepared for hurricane 
season that runs through 
Nov. 30. 

Although it has been 
several years since the 
Baytown area has been hit 
by a major storm, it’s only a 
matter of  time. 

To help notify Baytown 
residents of  possible threats, 
Baytown Emergency 
Management is installing 
and utilizing improved 
notification systems that 
are made accessible by the 
NOAA, which allows for 
mass dissemination of  
emergency information. 

“Another improvement 
is the use of  the City of  
Baytown website and social 
media,” said Lt. Marshall 
Hutton of  the Baytown Fire 
Department/Emergency 
Management Division.  
“We will be proactive in 
disseminating information 
through every possible 
means of  communication.”

But regardless of  improved 
notifications, Hutton says the 
first step for residents is to 
“have a plan” well in advance 
of  a hurricane.  

“Have a plan of  where to 
go, how to get there, who 

is going with you, and what 
you are taking with you. You 
should plan to have cash for 
needed purchases, in small 
bills,” said Hutton. “Take 
your important papers with 
you in a sealable, waterproof  
bag. Papers such as updated 
insurance policies, birth 
certificates, social security 
cards, titles, death certificates. 
Take pictures of  your home 
and property before you 
leave. Remember your pets 
and supplies for them. 
Finally, take a 30-day supply 
of  your medications.” 

“Remember to run away 
from floods, and shelter from 
winds,” he added. 

Despite hurricane season 
starting today, there has 
already been a named storm, 
Tropical Storm Arlene, which 
formed briefly in April in the 
north-central Atlantic.

However, in order for a 
storm system to become 
a hurricane, the storm’s 

maximum sustained winds 
must reach 74 mph. 

The Saffir-Simpson 
Hurricane Wind Scale is a 1 
to 5 rating, or category, based 
on a hurricanes maximum 
sustained winds. 

A category 1 hurricane has 
sustained winds 74-95 mph; 
category 2 sustained winds 
range from 96-110 mph; 
category 3 sustained winds 
range 111-129 mph; category 
4 130-156 mph and category 
5 has sustained winds greater 
than 156 mph. 

For more hurricane 
preparedness tips, citizens 
can email Hutton at oem@
baytown.org or you can 
make an appointment to 
come by his office to pick up 
additional information.  

Citizens can also get 
a full list of  hurricane 
preparedness tips and sign 
up for emergency alerts 
for Harris County at www.
readyharris.org.

Evacuation routes 
In the event of  a major hurricane hitting the 

greater Baytown area, it’s important to know 
exactly where to go. 

To help residents identify routes, the Houston-
Galveston Area Council established an evacuation 
map based on zip code. See the cover or visit: 
http://www.h-gac.com/taq/hurricane/. 

The evacuation map is divided into four zones: 
zip zone coastal and zip zones A through C. 

In terms of  Baytown and Chambers County 
residents west of  Lake Anahuac, zip zones A and 
B are what should be followed, which advises 
residents to go north on State Highway 146 
toward Liberty County. This evacuation route has 
evacuees follow Highway 146 to Highway 321 
toward Cleveland. 

For Chambers County residents east of  Lake 
Anahuac, the recommended evacuation routes 
has residents taking either Highway 61 or FM 563 
north towards US 90 in Liberty County. From 
there, the evacuation route has residents take 
Highway 146 toward Livingston. 

However, residents can also choose to evacuate 
via the State of  Texas. To do so, residents must be 
registered and would then be placed on a bus and 
taken to a safe shelter until it is safe to return. 

Those wanting to register can do so at www.dps.
texas.gov/dem/stear/public.htm. 

Hurricane and Tropical 
Storm Watch/Warnings
Coastal areas placed under tropical storm and hurricane watches and warnings are iden-

tified through the use of  “breakpoints.” A tropical cyclone breakpoint is defined as an 
agreed upon coastal location that can be chosen as one of  two specific end points or 
designated places between which a tropical storm/hurricane watch/warning is in effect. 
The U.S. National Weather Service designates the locations along the U.S. East, Gulf, and 
California coasts, Puerto Rico, and Hawaii. These points are listed in NWS Directive 10-
605 (PDF).

Individual countries across the Caribbean, Central America, and South America pro-
vide coastal locations for their areas of  responsibility to the U.S. National Weather Service 
for the National Hurricane Center’s use in tropical cyclone advisories when watches/
warnings are issued by international partners. The National Hurricane Center maintains a 
list of  pre-arranged breakpoints for the U.S. Atlantic and Gulf  coasts, Mexico, Cuba and 
the Bahamas. Other sites are unofficial and sites not on the list can be selected if  condi-
tions warrant.

In 2015, the NWS began conveying the approximate lateral extent of  areas at risk for 
life-threatening storm surge in its text products using fixed ‘communication points’, simi-
lar to the breakpoints used to convey the tropical cyclone watches and warnings.

Storm Surge 
vs. Storm Tide

Storm surge is an abnormal rise of  water generated by a 
storm, over and above the predicted astronomical tides. Storm 
surge should not be confused with storm tide, which is defined 
as the water level rise due to the combination of  storm surge 
and the astronomical tide. This rise in water level can cause ex-
treme flooding in coastal areas particularly when storm surge 
coincides with normal high tide, resulting in storm tides reach-
ing up to 20 feet or more in some cases.

Courtesy http://www.nhc.noaa.gov

Download the ReadyHarris App
for 2017 Hurricane Season

June 1 marked the start of the 2017 hurricane season, although the season officially started in April 
when Tropical Storm Arlene formed over the north Atlantic. This is the third consecutive year that a 
storm has formed before the official start of hurricane season. Tropical Storm Ana formed in May 
2015 and Hurricane Alex formed in January 2016.

“It is impossible to precisely predict where storms will form or hit, so it is important that everyone 
prepares,” said Harris County Judge Ed Emmett. “It only takes one storm to make it a bad year, re-
gardless of the number of storms that are forecast.”

The Harris County Office of Homeland Security & Emergency Management (HCOHSEM) 
urges everyone to prepare now. Start by downloading the free ReadyHarris app, from the App Store 
or Google Play. The ReadyHarris app delivers real-time weather alerts, hosts a step-by-step guide to 
building a personalized family disaster plan, offers survival tip sheets, maps evacuation routes, and 
locates local emergency services. The app is available in both English and Spanish.

“Every minute counts when severe weather, or any emergency, threatens our community,” added 
Emmett. “This app empowers residents to make a personal plan and receive life-saving information 
at their fingertips.”

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Climate Prediction Center released their 
2017 Atlantic Hurricane Season Outlook last week, predicting 11-17 named storms, five to nine could 
become hurricanes, two to four could reach major hurricane strength. Hurricane season runs from 
June 1st to November 30th, but the peak of the season is from mid-August to mid-October.

Finally, stay informed before, during, and after a hurricane. Sign up to receive weather and emer-
gency alerts at www.readyharris.org and closely monitor the news media. Residents can also follow 
HCOHSEM on Facebook and Twitter.

For more information visit the Regional Joint Information Center website at www.readyharris.org

Hurricane Season runs through November 30

Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale

Courtesy http://www.nhc.noaa.gov
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Houston Methodist 
San Jacinto Hospital 2005 

Chief Medical Officer 
Bruce Kennedy, M.D. is 

pictured working in 
a command center 

during Hurricane Rita.

Hurricane Alicia damages 1983

Freeways clogged when evacuations began just before Hurricane Rita in 2005. 
Interstate 45 is pictured with drivers heading north out of Galveston.

City of Baytown 
firefighters 
utilized GCCISD 
school busses to 
carry gear and 
first responders 
during Hurricane 
Rita, 2005.

photos from 
The Baytown 
Sun archives

photo courtesy of The Daily Sun, Galveston

A homeowner’s message during Hurricane Rita

Hurricane season is here 

Texas motorists fleeing 
Hurricane Rita on 
Wednesday, Sept. 22, 2005 
sat in bumper-to-bumper 
traffic. 
Rita remains best 
remembered for the chaotic 
evacuation of the greater 
Houston area that was far 
more deadly.

Troops from various Texan companies gather at the Baytown point of distribution at 
4100 Decker Drive, where they passed out food, water and ice to local residents
following Hurricane Ike in 2008.

Prepare now.

www.edwardjones.com

Jennifer A Marcontell, CFP®,
AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

700 Rollingbrook Suite A
Baytown, TX 77521
281-420-3100

You can't predict the
future, so plan for it.

 

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Friday, 6:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday, Closed

(281) 427-7401
301 N Commerce Street

Baytown, TX 77520

 Master 
Plumbers 
License # 

M-13753

More than 

76 YEARS 
of Satisfied Customers!

10% Senior Citizen Discount Available

Free Estimates for Equipment Replacement Services

Licensed, 
Bonded & Insured

Established in 1937

Young Plumbing & Heating Companyppaannyyyypp yyyyy
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•  A comfortable waiting area with   
drinks, snacks and a fl at-screen   
LED TV.

• Prompt placement in a private 
exam room with direct nursing 
evaluation.

• Quickly seen by the board-certifi ed    
ER physicians within minutes upon      
arrival at our facility.

• In-house emergency labs 
performed with results provided 
in minutes.

• In-house digital X-ray and CT 
scan as well as bedside 
ultrasound.

• A quiet environment to 
provide you expedited and 
excellent care.

YOUR HOMETOWN 
 HAS EXPANDED

fa

(281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

www . P a t i e n t s E R . c om
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