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On the Horizon
Living on the Gulf Coast, one enjoys
the luxury of seeing the colorful sunrise
and sunset on the horizon.
As we say goodbye to summer and
everyone is back at school, fall is busy with
football season, festivals and getting ready
for Halloween.
The 50th anniversary of “The Game”
will be held Friday, Sept 2 between the
legendary Robert E. Lee Ganders and the
Ross. S. Sterling Rangers.
As a Sterling graduate, of course I am on the blue side. “Go
Big Blue!” Many Sun staff members are Gander alumni, so the
rivalry continues in our building too.
We bring you a very special look back at “The Game” with
the quarterbacks from the very first game played in 1966.
This edition of Horizon brings us a Baytown man’s adventure “Driving Latin America.”
We get up close with Robert E. Lee alumnus Neal Hamil
and his successful career from Houston to New York in the
jet-setting fashion industry.
Fall is festival season and we feature the famous Texas Gatorfest Sept 16 - 18 in the gator capital of Texas, Anahuac. It is
followed by the Grito Fest held here Oct. 1 at Baytown’s Bicentennial Park featuring Latin Grammy-winning AB Quintañilla
and the Kumbia Kings.
Lee College students show us how to get the back to school
look with several different styles from JCPenney at San Jacinto
Mall.
Sweets and treats are always a big hit. Don’t forget that
special cocktail which is perfect for either tailgating or football
parties at home.
Just up Interstate 10 is the Chambers County Museum at
Wallisville, with 1500 files on pioneer families and a genealogy
library. The exhibits are changed every six months.
The Baytown Project feature continues, “Shining a light on
Baytown, one person, one story at a time.”
In the meantime, enjoy this issue, getting ready for fall with
new styles, makeup tips, recipes and much more.
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for Horizon, please email me
at janie.gray@baytownsun.com.
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EXPERT JOINT REPLACEMENT
TO ACCELERATE YOUR
RECOVERY
At Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital, joint
replacement with our Rapid Recovery program gets you
back to the activities you love — faster. We personalize this
comprehensive approach to your body’s specific needs, while
also managing your recovery process before, during and
after surgery. Designed by our joint replacement specialists
to reduce pain and shorten recovery time, it’s a better way to
leave joint pain behind.
Begin your road to recovery today — learn more at
houstonmethodist.org/rapidrecovery or call
713.790.3333 for a physician referral.
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The annual festival showcases the world-famous Grito, once a
battle cry during the Mexican War of Independence, and for the
first time, the Houston Organization of Latino Artist (H.O.L.A)
Ballet Folklorico will perform. Grito Fest includes an accordion
competition. Pictured at right is Eusebio Perez who won the 2015
Grito Fest accordion competition.
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Building Design & Planning

• Civil/Structural
Design
• Building Design
• Residential
• Commercial
• Land Planning
& Development

12605 IH-10 East • (Exit FM 3180)

281-385-1200

www.carnesengineering.com

Buying or Selling?
Turning Dreams
Into Reality!

Sharing what you need to hear,
not just what you want to hear

Outstanding Agents!
Exceptional Results!

5 N Commerce
Baytown, TX 77520
Office: 281-428-8822

And, it’s how Jennifer makes sense of
investing for her clients in our hometown.

Jennifer Marcontell
Edward Jones
Financial Advisor

Jeff Walters

700 Rollingbrook Suite A
Baytown, TX 77521 | 281-420-3100
jennifer.marcontell@edwardjones.com

2125 Church St, Ste B
Galveston, TX 77520
Office: 409-356-6154

My goal is to help save you time and money.
Call me for a FREE no-obligation market
analysis of your home’s current value.

TAL-9178A-A-AD

Call us Today!
281-428-8822

It’s how Jennifer Marcontell became one of Barron’s “Top 100
Women Financial Advisors.”

Barron’s “Top 100 Women Financial Advisors,” June 6, 2016.
Barron’s Top 100 criteria based on assets under management,
revenue produced for the firm, regulatory record, quality of
practice, philanthropic work, community involvement and
more. The rating is not indicative of the financial advisor’s
future performance. Neither Edward Jones nor its financial advisors pay a fee to Barron’s in exchange for the rating. Barron’s
is a registered trademark of Dow Jones & Co.
For more information on ranking methodology, go to
http://online.barrons.com/home-page.
www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Baytown’s Oldest

FULL SERVICE
GLASS COMPANY
SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1973.

Residential • Commercial • Auto
281-427-4705 | 3011 N. MAIN

Across from the Police Dept. | joeysglass@verizon.net

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Texas

Gatorfest

A

lligator enthusiasts will make
their annual trek to Anahuac in
September to participate in one
of the state’s most popular events, the
Texas Gatorfest.
The event will be Sept. 16-18. As in
the past, gator fanatics can take part
in the Great Texas Alligator Roundup,
a 20-day event that allows for hunters to go after gators. They receive
prizes based upon the length of the
gator they catch. the festival coincides
with the 20-day core habitat alligator
season in Texas. Some hunters have
caught alligators that measured up
to 14 feet in length. Ten percent of
the alligators are harvested annually
during the festival.
Patrons that want an up close and
personal look at alligators can take
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advantage of the Alligator Education Camp, where state and private
organizations present people with
the opportunity to see these reptiles
without having to go out and hunt for
one. Additionally, the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department will present live
alligator displays.
This year will also feature one of
the best live music lineups with acts
ranging from rock and roll, country,
zydeco, rhythm and blues. Performing
Friday night will be Bayou Sounds,
Brian Jack and Wayne Toups. Saturday performers include The Kings of
Mojo, John Baumann, Red Shahan,
Josh Ward, Kevin Fowler and the
Cody Johnson Band. Sunday will feature the Texas Union, Luther and the
Healers and Al White and Chapparel.

For every person in Chambers
County, there are about two and a
half alligators, which is about 100,000
alligators in the area. The festival is the
perfect place to educate oneself about
the American alligator.
The event also offers airboat rides,
a carnival, arts and crafts vendors, a
barbecue cook off, a bike tour, a classic
car show, a 5K run, the Gatorfest Pageant and a whole lot more. Tickets are
$15 each for adults ages 12 to 65. Ages
5 to 12 and seniors 65 and older along
with active military are $5. Under five
is free. To find out more, visit the 2016
Gatorfest website at www.texasgatorfest.com.

Energy Partner

Investing in Community.

Lone Star NGL LLC, a unit of Dallas-based Energy Transfer Partners LP,
has four NGL fractionators at its Mont Belvieu complex.
The storage facility, located at the Lone Star NGL plant in Mont Belvieu, is an integrated
liquids storage facility with over 43 Million Bbls of salt dome capacity and 23 million Bbls
of brine pond capacity, providing 100% fee-based cash flows. The Mont Belvieu storage
facility has access to multiple NGL and refined product pipelines, the Houston Ship
Channel trading hub, and numerous chemical plants, refineries and fractionators.

Office: 281-385-3637 | Fax: 281-385-3609
P.O. Box 250 | 12353 Eagle Pointe Drive | Mont Belvieu, Texas 77580

Feature

Edgar
Bear
David
Lejia
Story by Stacee Collins

Baytown native on road trip across

Latin America

A

Baytown native and
his cousin are driving
through Latin America
while documenting the
trip through photos, videos and
blogs. From California to “the end
of the world” in Ushuaia, Argentina, the duo strives to present a side
of Latin America that is not often
talked about.
Edgar Bear, ’07 Ross S. Sterling
graduate and entrepreneur, said
he realized there was too much
negativity surrounding Latin America and immigrants. So, he and
his cousin David Lejia embarked
on their journey, dubbed “Driving
Latin America,” on Oct. 15.
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“We wanted to portray Latin
America in a different light—the
countries and the beauty that they
have,” Bear said. “There’s so much
variety to what’s really happening
with the Latin American people,
and all we focus on is the negative
aspect of it. I wanted to show that
through this trip.”
Traveling through 16 countries,
the cousins have been able to stay
with locals. Currently, the duo is at
their last stop in Asunción, Paraguay.
“People are extremely hospitable
in Latin America,” Bear said. “We
get to somebody’s house and we
share meals with them. We have

The sign says Ushuaia, the
end of the world: It refers
to the southernmost city in
the Americas.

friends in all of the countries.”
Bear has appreciated having the
opportunity to see the different
countries’ nature.
“I think one of the most rewarding aspects was looking at nature
seeing how wonderful and ever-changing it is. There’s so much
variety in every country,” Bear said.
Lejia said his favorite part of the
trip has been connecting with the
different people.
“My favorite aspect of this all
has been the people,” Lejia said.
“Besides the beauty of what we see
on the drives, what’s most beautiful is the people and the way they
receive us. It’s been so incredible to

One of bear’s favorite
sights to see was Foz
Do Iguaçu, Brazil, which
includes 275 waterfalls
between Brazil and
Argentina.

Machu Picchu, one of Peru’s most scenic
spots, an ancient Incan citadel

share with them, and not just be a
spectator, but be an active participant in their lives and culture.”
People and culture vary from
country to country, Bear said.
“Everywhere we go, the accent
changes, altitude and weather
changes, the food changes and
the practices among the houses
change,” Bear said. “It changes so
much, and that really affects how
people interact with others.”
Bear said some of his favorite
stops have been in Medellín, Colombia, and Guadalajara, Mexico.
Although these places may have
bad reputations, Bear focuses on
the positive aspects of the countries
they visit.
Seeing what God has created in
nature and working with churches
along the way has brought the
cousins closer to Him, Bear said.
One of Bear’s favorite sights to
see was Foz do Iguaçu, Brazil. It
includes 275 waterfalls between
Brazil and Argentina.
“It is an incredible place,” he
said. “If anyone wants to see nature

or loves waterfalls, Foz do Iguaçu is
probably one of the most amazing
experiences in terms of nature.”
Bear said his backpacking experience stands out from the rest
because he and David are able to
speak the countries’ native languages.
“You hear backpackers doing
these kinds of things, but they don’t
share with the culture because
many of them don’t speak the
language,” he said. “My cousin and
I both speak Spanish and Portuguese. We are sharing culture with
them and really getting to know
their ways of life.”
Bear said Baytown residents
should be interested in Driving
Latin America because a local is
shedding light on an important
issue.
“You have a person that’s from
Baytown doing some interesting
things,” he said. “Branch out, see
different parts of the world and
don’t be focused in one little area.
I know some Baytonians that have
never left their city or Texas. I think

it’s good for people to take notice
of other parts of the Americas.”
Bear said the goal of the trip is to
showcase the positive side of Latin
America.
“Every time I hear news about
the states, there’s a new shooting
taking place—whether it’s African Americans or minorities or
cops being shot. From out here,
U.S.A. looks really bad,” Bear said.
“There’s issues in Latin America
and the United States, but there’s
also many beautiful things happening that people fail to see.”
Lejia said the goal after the road
trip is over will be sharing their
experiences with others.
“Back at home, my cousin and I
typically work with immigrant and
Latin American communities. So,
these experiences will help us better
relate to them,” Lejia said. “We’re
going to keep working from a better
angle with everything that we’ve
learned and experienced.”
To learn more and see additional
photos, visit http://www.drivinglatinoamerica.com.
HORIZON / Fall 2016
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Personalization • Recognition• Awards • Engraving • Promotional Products

1214 Massey Tompkins • 281-420-1299 • www.awards-engraving.com

Whether you are a buyer, seller, or investor we
will provide you with the expert advice and
top-notch service you deserve.

CHRISTINE SHEPHERD
(281) 839-7889

4515 Ferry Rd @ Massey Tompkins • Baytown, TX 77520
www.remaxbaytown.com

Visit our mobile website:
m.baytownsun.com

Our board certified & friendly ER
physicians provide individualized care.
Patients Emergency Room is a freestanding, full-service emergency department open 24/7 to treat all of your emergencies without the
wait. Our board-certified ER physicians provide medical services to Baytown, Mont Belvieu, Highlands, Anahuac, Dayton and surrounding
areas in Chambers County. Our mission is to continually exceed your expectations in the delivery of care. We understand your time is
important — that’s why we have created an emergency department free of the typical delays experienced in a hospital-based ER. Patients
Emergency Room is here to provide the desired service quickly and efficiently to our patients and your community. We are redefining the
delivery of episodic care.
Our philosophy is to go above and beyond the standard of emergency care. Our facility offers a clean, safe and friendly environment in which
to care for all of your urgent and emergent medical needs. Our patients receive exceptional service provided by dedicated emergency medical
professionals in a prompt manner.

Fast, expert care for emergencies big and small. We’re here 24/7.

PH: (281) 576-0555

10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

w w w.PatientsER.com

Feature

Neal Hamil

Global

Desi
gns

Neal Hamil

I

t’s a jet-setting lifestyle most people can only dream about.
Partying in Paris. Runways in
Rome. Photo shoots in Milan and
Los Angeles. And when the work was
done, it was back home to New York
or Houston.
That’s the life Neal Hamil has lived
for over 35 years, and as part of the
international modeling community,
it’s literally been a life surrounded by
beauty.
Over the years, Hamil has been all
over the globe as a model, agent and
agency owner, including a stint as
executive vice-president of the Ford
Agency in New York City, the most
prestigious agency in the world.
It’s the values instilled in Hamil as
he grew up in Baytown that he credits
for the success and longevity he’s had
in the dog-eat-dog modeling industry.
“I am really no different now than
when I graduated from Robert E. Lee
in 1978,” Hamil said. “I’m the same
person.
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By DOYLE BARLOW

“I value people and relationships
more than anything and I’m proud
of that. When I’m gone, I don’t want
people to talk about the things I’ve
done in my career. I hope they say,
‘He was a really nice guy.’”
Because of that, Hamil has never
had a problem signing new models.
In an industry that is known to have
some shadier elements, Hamil’s reputation has helped him to stand out.
“I’ve always tried to be honest and
fair and treat everyone with respect.
And no one is allowed to speak to
another person in a way that is not
respectful or kind.”
Hamil did recall one time when he
was with Ford Models when he violated his own rules while on the phone
with an assistant. It didn’t take long
for a very familiar person to remind
him who he was.
“One time in the 1990s, my mom
(Dorothy) was in New York visiting
me at my apartment,” Hamil said.
“She overheard a phone conversation

that I was having with someone and
I was really ugly to them. When I got
off the phone, she told me she needed
to have a word with me.
“My mom got me back in check
real quick. I needed to get back in
touch with the Baytown boy.”
Hamil’s road to the top of the modeling world could only be described
as serendipitous. In 1976, after the
repeated urging of a friend, he traveled to Houston to try out for the Ben
Shaw Agency. Shaw was stricken with
cancer at the time, but Barry Horn,
who was managing the agency, signed
Hamil, and immediately started sending him out.
“I’ll never forget, my first booking
was for a Neiman-Marcus catalog,”
Hamil said. “And ironically, years later
when I started my first agency, Neiman-Marcus was the first to use my
models. Neiman-Marcus will always
be special to me.”
After a few years modeling, Hamil
happened to meet modeling mogul

Neal Hamil (at right) with parents, Dorothy and Doug.

Wilhemina Cooper and her husband,
Bruce, in Houston.
“I had never seen anything like her
in my life. She was tall, beautiful and
had this air about her,” Hamil said.
After asking him if he would like to
come to New York, Hamil was soon
pulling up stakes from Houston to the
Big Apple. But Hamil, who admits
he never cared for modeling himself,
soon came up with a new plan.
“I was at a photo shoot one day and
there were probably 20 models there,”
he said. “I got to thinking about the
agency getting a percentage from
every model, plus the fees the clients
paid, and I realized, ‘I’m on the

wrong side of this.’
“It’s better to get 1 percent of Exxon than 99 percent of a gas station.”
Hamil eventually ended up back
in Houston where he eventually took
over the reins at Mayo-Hill and stayed
for 10 years. Later he would start his
own agency again, this time partnered
with his sister, Karen, and once again,
fate would walk through the front
door.
“One day early on, a girl name
Karen Wilcox from Westbury came
into the agency and she was as perfect
a model as I’ve ever seen or ever
would be,” he said. “And after that we
had a parade of brand-new faces and

models who were just beautiful.”
Hamil quickly put a book of his
new clients together and went on the
road to peddle his wares.
“I got to know Europe again,” he
said. “Milan, London, Paris, everywhere I went, booking agents would
tell me, ‘I want this girl and this girl
and this girl.’ That’s how it started.”
Wilcox, for one, would go on to a
successful career. She became a favorite of fashion photographer Mike
Reinhardt, and teamed with on many,
many cover shoots for Vogue Italia.
It was this talent that would eventually bring Hamil to the venerated
Ford Models. Eileen Ford was known
to pull no punches and she ruled her
charges like an over-protective mother
or a drill sergeant — depending on
your perspective.
After looking at Hamil’s book of
models, her first question was short
and to the point.
“She looked at me and said ‘Who
the hell are you?” Hamil said. “But
we just seemed to connect. We probably talked for an hour and most of
that time was spent on my philosophy
and how I believed in treating people.
It was one of the most important
hours of my life.”
Ten years later during the holidays,
after selling his agency, Hamil would
eventually be pursuaded to come to
work for Ford Models.
“I had lunch with Eileen and Jerry
(Eileen’s husband) and she asked me if
I was finally ready to come to work for
Ford,” he said. “I told her maybe, but
I’d like to know some details like what
I’d be doing or what I’d be making.
She said ‘there’s nothing to discuss,
Jerry will handle that’ and told me to
be there Jan. 3.
“I stayed 15 years.”
Hamil started as an agent,
and eventually became executive
vice-president when Eileen and
Jerry Ford decided to retire. It was
at the dinner that they told Hamil
he was going to be the new executive vice-president that Eileen Ford
brought up a long-ago conversation.
“Do you remember that first day
HORIZON / Fall 2016
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that we talked?” she asked Hamil. “When
I got home that night, I told Jerry that
I had met the person who was going to
manage Ford some day. That day has
come.”
“I just looked at Jerry and said, ‘Is that
true?’” Hamil recalled. “He said, ‘Yes, or
something like that.’”
Hamil went on to manage the agency
and stayed close to Ford, who called him
‘the son she never had.’
He still gets emotional when he remembers the final conversation they had before
Ford died in 2014 at the age of 92.
“She asked me if I knew how much she
loved me,” he said. “Then she told me
her favorite years and most fun were the
years we were all together at the agency. I
knew I’d never see her again and she died
a week later.”
Hamil’s parents have both died (mom
Dorothy in 2013, and dad, Doug, in 2003)
and he remains close to his sister Karen.
He remembers fondly of his days growing
up on Chilton Street in Baytown.
“In those days, you could be dropped
off on Saturday morning at the Brunson
and be there all day,” he said. “You could
stay out but you better be home when
the streetlights came on. Kids these days

Neal Hamil,
the LEGEND Bob Gruen
(center) & Patty Sicular
“Bob is the most
iconic Rock & Roll
Photographer of all
time.” - Neal Hamil

Neal Hamil with
Paris Hilton
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have to grow up so fast.
“I am so grateful for my family and growing up in a
small town. One time when I had been in New York a few
years, someone told me, ‘you’re a New Yorker now.’
“I told them, ‘I’m a Texan first and I always will be.’”

Home Decor | Furniture | Candles | Pillows | Boutique Items

Huge Labor Day Sale
September 3rd from 10am -3pm

(281) 573-3339 | Mon-Fri: 8:30am-5:30pm Sat: 10am - 3pm | 7532 FM 3180

Gear up for
THis comiNG
seasoN.

8700 N Highway 146, Baytown, TX 77521

T

Grito Fest

Story by
Christopher
James

he annual festival
showcasing the
hellacious cry of joy
known as Grito is nearly
here.
This year’s Grito Fest
will start at 4 p.m. Oct. 1
at Bicentennial Park, 1001
Market Street. The event
offers cultural entertainment
for the whole family to enjoy
and is free to the public.
The Latin Grammy-winning AB Quintanilla and
the Elektro Kumbia Kings
(formerly known as Kumbia
Allstarz or Kumbia Kings)
is headlining the festival and
will hit the stage at 8 p.m. In

The festival will also
feature contestants performing the world-famous Grito,
once a battle cry during the
Mexican War of Independence.
“When they do the Grito
contest almost every year a
woman wins,” said Johnson.
“But they can do it and I
can’t, I know my limitations.”
And for the first time at
Grito Fest the Houston Organization of Latino Artist
(H.O.L.A) Ballet Folklorico
will perform.
Houston Organization of Latino Artist (H.O.L.A) Ballet Folklorico
“They will perform
Mexican folklorico dance, a

addition, Mariachi Los Gallitos will preform at 4 p.m.,
and the Hometown Boys will
perform at 6 p.m.
But the festival, will also
feature a commercial salsa
contest, an accordion competition, a Grito contest and
the fan favorite jalapeno-eating contest.
“I think we have a really
good lineup and contest are
lot of too,” said Parks and
Recreation Director Scott
Johnson. “And the jalapeno
eating contest is pretty amusing, some of these guys get
them like candy.”

Tejano choreography dance
and maybe even a country
dance,” said Leyla Cantu,
who manages the group.
“And because of the types
of bands they’re having are
Tejano we wanted to also
perform a Tejano dance.”
About 16 kids and adults
will perform throughout the
day.
In addition to the performances, there will be food,
games and arts and craft
vendors.
For more information visit
www.Baytown.org/gritofest.
HORIZON / Fall 2016
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photos by
Lana Donath

Members of the Professional Football’s Ultimate Fan Association Herman “Ol Skool” Eagleton, Nicole “Cowboys Diva” Vess, Mark “Bobble Texan”
Baughman, Shelby “TXShelbyTX” Kelly, Ted “BP Hardhat” Currier, Prime Marin

FAN CRAZE!
By Trent Padgett

Another season of Houston Texans’
football is quickly approaching.
Fans of the Texans are eagerly
preparing for tailgates and touchdowns
but not all of those fans are created
equally.
You can see them on TV during the
games, dressed in masks, helmets and
jerseys. Some wear face paint, others
eye black as if they were preparing to
play in the game themselves. But they
are not preparing to play, these super
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fans are preparing to cheer on their
team.
Crosby resident Herman Eagleton
is a truck driver by profession, but if
you asked him what he is, he’d likely
answer that he is a Texan fan.
“I eat, sleep and breathe Texans
football,” Eagleton said. “It’s a lifestyle
not only for me but for my wife Lisa.
All I have to do is dawn the uniform
on Sundays.”
Eagleton’s uniform consists of a

Texans jersey, Texans uniform football
pants complete with thigh and knee
pads, as well as a Texans helmet and
lineman gloves.
When he puts everything on, Herman Eagleton ceases to exist and Ol’
Skool comes to life.
“Ol’ Skool came up in 2003 while in
uniform at the Texans game,” Eagleton said. “I was taking a picture with a
young kid. He said I was too old to be
a player. I said it was because I’m old

school. The rest is history.”
Though Eagleton is currently on the
very long waitlist for season tickets in
the “Bullpen” section of NRG Stadium, Eagleton buys season tickets from
individuals and has only missed one
home game since the Texans began
play in 2002 and has traveled to 30
away games.
Eagleton said his favorite moment at
a Texans game came in 2011 during
a Texans’ overtime win over the
Redskins.
“Andre Johnson caught a touchdown
pass,” Eagleton said. “After the pass
catch Andre ran over and pointed me
out in the stands.”
On his Facebook, Eagleton says that
players come and go, fans are forever.
“I’m loyal to my team, no matter

who is on the field,” Eagleton said.
Though he does point out he holds
no ill will toward players that leave
the team. In a city that is famous for
antics like booing Carlos Beltran over
a decade after he spurned the Astros to
play for the Mets, that attitude can be
a rarity.
“I have never booed a player,” Eagleton said. “When they leave, I thank
them for their service and wish them
the best of luck. I’m still a fan and still
a Texan.”
The Texans spent the offseason
trying to get better through free agency
and the draft. The additions of quarterback Brock Osweiler, running back
Lamar Miller and offensive lineman
Jeff Allen along with draft picks Will
Fuller and Braxton Miller hope to

improve an offense that was stagnant
at times last season.
Eagleton said he likes the additions
the Texans have made to the team in
the offseason and believes this team
could reach the Superbowl.
“I’m excited about finally going into
the season knowing who’s going to be
the starting QB. The pick up of Miller
from Miami and Allen from Kansas
City was big,” Eagleton said. “Looking forward to seeing was Fuller and
Braxton bring.
I think if we stay healthy we can
reach the Super Bowl on our home
field.”
Eagleton will take to the stands and
the Texans will take the field Sept.
11 for the Texans first regular season
game at noon at NRG Stadium.

Bruce Fox, Herman “Ol Skool” Eagleton, Lisa “Mrs Skool” Eagleton
Mark “Bobble Texan” Baughman, Patti “The Horns” Cream, David “End Zone King” Magy
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Friendship & Rivalry

THE

T

GAME

he two quarterbacks faced each
other, ready for the big game.
The previous year, these high
school juniors had played together on
Robert E. Lee’s sophomore Suicide
Squad, a team so tough it regularly
scrimmaged the varsity as well as boasted an undefeated record. But there was
a new school in town in 1966 - Ross S.
Sterling High School – and this was a
new year and a new rivalry, and a win
would give bragging rights to the victor
for the next year.
Both former quarterbacks, Lee’s
Justin Kollmeyer and Sterling’s Mike
Manley, remember the significance
of that first game, which was a junior
varsity game since Sterling opened
without a senior class or a varsity squad.
The two had played against each other
when Manley played for Cedar Bayou
Junior School and Kollmeyer was on
the Horace Mann Junior School team,
but they, along with the other players,
had bonded at Lee.
“It was almost like two brothers playing each other in the backyard,” said
Manley. “That year, I was as close to
the Sterling players as I was to the ones
I was playing with.”
Despite the “brotherhood,” both
teams were determined to win the
game.
“We definitely wanted to win. It was
bragging rights from day one,” said
Kollmeyer. “We were trying to put a
team together with our JV and varsity,
so we hadn’t played together much. We
took a little pressure off ourselves by
saying that.”
The week before the game was filled
with excitement. Decorations filled both
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schools and pep rallies had spirit soaring. The game ended in a tie – 0-0, so
neither team had much to brag about
that year.
“It was a terrible game, and like a
typical tie game, there’s not any satisfaction anywhere,” said Kollmeyer. “The
next year we had a varsity game and by
then there was a heated rivalry. By the
way, we won the next year.”
Manley went on to play football
at Southwest Texas State University
(now Texas State), following his plan to
become a teacher and a coach.
“I always wanted to coach. I knew
that in 5th grade when we had a male
student teacher who played ball with us
at recess. I wanted to be Don Williams,”
said Manley.
Coaches who influenced Manley’s
career path were Gilbert Lumpkin at
CBJ and at RSS as well as Barry Nettles
at CBJ.
“Barry Nettles was the best teacher
I ever had,” Manley said. “Then there
was Roland Kudla, RSS head coach,
who was a taskmaster, and Woody
Walker, my basketball coach, who also
had an influence on my life.”
Manley began his coaching career in
1974 at Highlands Junior School, where
he stayed for two years. Although he
decided to try his hand at homebuilding
for two years, in 1979 he returned to
coaching, accepting a position at his
alma mater, where he guided many
players in sports as well as in life. His
stint at Sterling lasted until 1999,
when he moved to the Maintenance
and Operations Department. After 37
years with Goose Creek CISD, Manley
retired five years ago. He and his wife

Jennifer have two children and now
three grandchildren, so he has a new
coaching role as a t-ball coach for his
grandson’s team of three- and fouryear-old players.
“The best thing about football is
the camaraderie. You make friends for
life. You finally get this as a player that
whether you win or lose, it’s not nearly
as painful as losing those relationships.
When you walk out the door as a senior,
you’ll never see some of those kids
again,” said Manley.
Kollmeyer’s life after graduation took
a slightly different path, although he,
too, was called to make a difference in
the lives of others. Knowing that he
wanted to become a Lutheran pastor,
he chose Valparaiso University in Indiana – a Lutheran school with a football
team. After four years of playing college
football and four years at Lutheran
Seminary in St. Louis, MO, he graduated with a master’s degree and was
ordained as a Lutheran pastor in 1976.
He earned his doctorate in 1985 from
Columbia Theological Seminary in
Atlanta, GA. He and his wife Elaine
have three children – all graduates of
Georgia Tech - three grandchildren
and another one on the way. Kollmeyer
is completing his 40th year as a pastor
and has been in Fayetteville at Prince
of Peace Lutheran Church for the past
30 years.
Some influential coaches in Kollmeyer’s life included Ron Kramer, Bill
Thompson, Bill Kern, Kevin Lounsberry and Pete Sultis.
“Mr. Pete (Sultis) would say, ‘Boys, it’s
the game of life.’ Anytime we had any
adversity, we knew we had to do our

Feature
I also admired the offensive line. If I
ever had a great game, it was because
of them,” said Kollmeyer.
Although the former quarterbacks
have not seen each other in nearly 50
years, they remember the thrill of playing together at Lee and against each
other in junior school and as crosstown
rivals in The Game.
“I respected Mike. He was a fine
athlete. I was glad to hear he was
coaching in Baytown,” said Kollmeyer.
Manley was not surprised to hear
that Kollmeyer was a pastor, since his

father had been a pastor.
“Although the rivalry between
our teams was very intense, I always
thought of Justin as a quality guy,” said
Manley.
The 50th anniversary of The Game
on September 2 will bring the two men
back together again, but this time they
will be watching from the stands – and
maybe this time one of them will walk
away with bragging rights!
By Susan Passmore

} }

jobs to make it work,” Kollmeyer said.
Kollmeyer still remembers the influence the coaches and other players had
on his life.
“When you play football it’s amazing
the relationships that get built between
the coaches and players. Strong bonds
are built on the football field. Everyone else went through what you went
through to make it happen – everyone
has paid the same price to get to where
you are. I always admired the guys that
didn’t get to play, because I knew they
had put in the same amount of effort.

Mike Manley (left) and
Justin Kollmeyer played
together at Robert E. Lee
High School for a year, but
were the quarterbacks of
opposing teams during the
first game between REL and
the new Ross S. Sterling High
School in 1966.

HORIZON / Fall 2016

23

Cheers

One of the favorite quotes is “With
good food it’s all about the attitude.” said
owner, Maria Zoes.
With football season upon us and fans
are getting ready for tailgating Maria is
sharing some of her specialty drinks to

Maria’s Specialty

enjoy in this hot weather or anytime.
Food Tuck 37 offers catering for many
events.
Industry, Refinery Food Service,
Private Parties, Family Reunions, High
School Reunions, Corporate Events and

more.
Maria and Mary formerly owned The
Dog House and then Tratoria Italian
Food both located on North Main.
281-389-1310 or 281-389-1297.

Margarita
1.5 oz. Tequila
2/3 oz. Blood Orange Dekuyper
3 oz. Sweet & Sour
Garnish with limes

Mojito

2 oz. vodka
1.5 oz. Pomegranate/cranberry juice
3 oz. orange juice
Garnish with lime

Mint lime – muddle it at the bottom of the
glass with ice
1.5 oz. dark rum
Milner’s Cocktail Mojito Mix
Club soda

Food Truk 37 is
owned by Maria Zoes
& Mary West.
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Feature

10 things you
didn’t know
about me ...
Dr. Greg Poole
Barbers Hill ISD Superintendent
1. I hold a patent.
2. I’ve worked as a radio DJ.
3. I’m a sixth generation Texan.
4. I have ancestors who died in the Alamo.
5. I ran with the bulls in
Pamplona, Spain...twice.
6. I’m a published author.
7. I played on a state championship
football team in high school.
8. I am Chairman of the UIL Athletic Council.
9. I was appointed and elected to the
Texas Teacher Retirement System
Board of Directors.
10. I’m an avid gun and book collector.
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Living the

in Style

Lee College students from left, Theodore Owens, Marina Basquez, Reyna Paredes, Sarai Lerma
and Craig Jamal Bougouneau modeling new school fashions for this fall provided by JCPenney.
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Craig Jamal
Bougouneau
sports new
fashions
available at
San Jacinto
Mall, Baytown
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Reyna
Paredes
models
casual and
comfortable
styles
available at
San Jacinto
Mall,
Baytown
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Marina
Basquez
with a new
college look
available at
San Jacinto
Mall,
Baytown

HORIZON / Fall 2016

29

before

Sun Advertising Assistant
Cheryl Jones got a makeover
at Green Apple Salon, LLC.,
Friday, August 5. Salon owner
Anthony Skoog is a Master
Stylist and it shows. Green
Apple Salon has two locations, Baytown and Houston.

Green Apple
Salon,Baytown
650 W. Texas Avenue

Baytown, Texas 77520

281•837•7702

Are
you
ready
for
your
very
own
make
over?
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photos by Richard Hess

Cheryl’s
new
look

Style

Makeup 101

Story by Stacee Collins

Before & After
Jasmin House

Robyn “Blacswan” Medina, a
published makeup artist, hosted a
“Makeup 101” hands-on class at
Cork Grinders, located on West
Texas Avenue.
Robyn discussed how to shop
for makeup and find out your
skin type. The proper application
was demonstrated for foundation,
eyebrow, lipstick and how to make
your eyeshadow stand out.
Examples of highlights and
contours were shown.
“This was a fun day showing
the women how to do their own
makeup like a pro,” said Medina.
Visit www.blacswanbeauty101.
eventbrite.com.

Ada Stewart

Whitney Williams
HORIZON / Fall 2016
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Brother Biddy ~ Answers second calling
By Eleska Aubespin

After 40 years in the
pulpit at Old River Baptist Church in Dayton, Pastor Danny
Biddy will answer
a second calling –
retirement.
The active
community
member, beloved
leader and servant
to a higher power,
has announced his
departure, effective
Jan. 29, 2017.
But Biddy, who came
to Old River in 1977,
quickly points out that his plan
is not a complete break from life in
ministry.
Actually, it’s a chance to touch the lives
– and souls – of even more people.
“When God calls you to the ministry, that is a permanent call and I don’t
intend to leave it,” Biddy said.
“God has allowed me to make a lot
of different connections and I want to
continue to minister to people,” he said.
“In spite of being almost 66 years old, I
am still able to connect with students and
young adults and so God has given me
an opportunity there.”
Once retired, Biddy and his wife,
Dana, will move to north central Chambers County. There, he plans to mentor
within the local school districts, encouraging and listening to those who need
help.
Then there are the pocketknives.
On them Biddy carves decorative
works that tell a gospel story like a
sermon. Former Texas governor Rick
Perry, and superstar country singers
Blake Shelton and George Strait already
own the prized knives.
“The knives are a ministry and I
donate them to different charities,” Biddy
said. “My saying is that God called me to
save lives, not make knives.”
Oddly enough, Biddy’s plans for his
future retirement give a glimpse into the
impact he has had in the past.
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For instance, Biddy will
continue to use his quarter horses as an extension of ministry.
“I’ve used my
horses for everything from people
with addiction
to children with
special needs,
bullying, you
name it. I’ve even
put together trail
rides.”
The Houston
Livestock and
Rodeo is another
previous mission that
pushes forward. Biddy
works with the rodeo contestant
and hospitality room and the
upcoming rodeo will be his
ninth year.
For eight years, he has been
chaplain for the Chamber
County Sheriff’s Department
and there are no plans to change
that role soon.
And yet, Biddy’s reach doesn’t
– and likely won’t – stop with the
Houston area.
Only a few months ago, Biddy traveled
to Washington, D.C. to participate in
the Jefferson Gathering, a weekly prayer
service held for U.S. Congress members
and their staff.
Biddy was invited to give a sermon
at the gathering by U.S. Rep. Brian
Babin. The service took place at the U.S.
Capitol.
Many people hear his sermons broadcast weekly on a radio program called
“Sharpening Our Souls,” or they read
his inspirational words, appropriately
entitled “Little Biddy Bits.” The short
articles, published weekly by several area
newspapers, appear in The Baytown
Sun.
Biddy has been writing them since
the 1990s and plans to continue writing
them as long as he can. Eventually, Biddy
wants to get a Volume 1 of the articles
published.

Meanwhile, a pastor search committee
has been elected by the church to find
Biddy’s replacement. When he steps off
of the pulpit on Jan. 29, his 40 years of
official service to the Old River Baptist
Church congregation comes to an end.
The timing is just right.
“Well, 40 is a good biblical number,”
Biddy said.
“But I want to be clear, no one has
made me or Dana feel we needed to
retire. As matter of fact, it’s been just
the
opposite,” he
added.

“However, I do not see it as retiring.
I see it as a promotion. You do not retire
from preaching and ministering until the
Lord calls you home.”
Elmo Camp, whose family has attended Old River Baptist for 25 years, said
congregation members are saddened but
understand Biddy’s decision.
“It’s devastating,” Camp said. “It has
been 40 years since our church looked
for a pastor, but we are excited for him to
retire and do other things in life while he
still can.”
Over the years, Biddy spearheaded
several church ministries for the hungry,
addiction recovery, homelessness, as well
as other outreach programs.
Continued on page 47

The Baytown
Project
Shining a light on Baytown, one person one story at a time
My favorite part about working on The
Baytown Project is learning the story
behind each person I meet.
In the spring of 2015, while shopping
at their garage sale, I enjoyed hearing

Elizabeth and Gary Erwin talk about
the path that led to their marriage.
Little did I realize that just over a
year later I would recruit Liz to help
me share some of the stories from our

diverse community.
A busy volunteer, Liz also is an
avid photographer who never met a
stranger. Here are some samples
of her work.

Christy Graves
I grew up in a very dysfunctional family and experienced
many different types of abuses through my childhood. I became
a teenage bride and mom, only to have the abuse continue.
After a particularly bad incident I wound up in the hospital and
was told by the staff, ‘You make who you are. You give up that
power when you allow someone else to identify who that who is.
Today you can get on your feet and say, I am somebody. I will
define who that person is.’
“I took that to heart. I left my home state of Georgia to come
to Texas and start my life over, with me in charge. I went back to
school, then on to college while working three jobs and raising
my son by myself. It was tough, to say the least, but I made it
happen.
“After I earned my associate’s degree in health education, I
started an internship at Memorial Hermann. That led to a job
in the Trauma Center working under Dr. Red Duke. There
were other firsts and other EMS positions, but in 2004 I became
the first female to hold the position of director of operations for
a Harris County Emergency Services District.
“I went through a lot as a kid and it most certainly impacted
me. But later in life, I realized that the things I endured made
me the right person to do the job that I do. It’s a job that I love
and am very passionate about.
“There are times I think I’m going to break. It can be quite
draining. Then I say to myself, ‘You are a winner. You can do
this. Failure is not an option.’ So I get up every day before dawn
to make sure every life in this district has the best chance for the
best outcome in every situation that arises. I do this not because
I am paid to do it, but because I truly care.”
Christy is director of operations for Harris County ESD 5 and a Harris
County ESD 4 board commissioner.
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Blake Sylvia
I never in a million years envisioned
myself being in this role as Justice of the Peace.
I spent 30 years working in the petrochemical
industry. Circumstances changed there, so I
made the hard decision to leave that kind of
work. In 2014 I decided to put my name in
the hat for the position as Chambers County
Precinct 4 Justice of the Peace, and I won.
“It’s an honor to serve the community that
I grew up in. I have the opportunity to make
a difference in people’s lives. Through this
role I encounter many folks, good people, who
have fallen off the path, so to speak. I always
encourage them to seek help, to get their life
right. Many times it falls on deaf ears, but once
in a while it gets through to them and they do
decide to make the changes to get their life
back on track. When that happens, it’s the
most satisfying part of my job.”
Blake is a 1982 graduate of Barbers Hill High School.

Chris Townsend
You can become anything you want to be
if you have the work ethic to do it. As a young
man I attended the Gulf Coast Trades Center,
where I started the journey that led me to the
automotive industry. Being at this school gave me
the opportunity to surround myself with a lot of
positive people. I was able to keep to the path that
I wanted to follow to get my life where it needed to
be.
“I’ve been working on cars since 1995 or ‘96.
It really saved me from the streets. If I hadn’t
found the automotive industry, I would have been,
maybe, in the penitentiary or worse. I have come
from the bottom, from an environment that did
not encourage me. I was always being told that I
wasn’t ever going to do anything and that I would
never be anything. My life could have been very
different had it not been for the positive people I
encountered as a student and because of my own
ability to be stronger than my circumstances.
“I understand struggle in all its forms from my
own life experiences, so I try to help everyone
that I can no matter their race, religion or where
they come from. Being that one positive person in
someone’s life that says, ‘Yes you can,’ or lending a
helping hand when it is needed is important to me.”
Chris is an automotive service technician who is taking
classes at Lee College to become a chemical process tech.
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Laura Adams
I come from the generation that
transgender was unheard of, or the
stories that were heard were considered
circus acts. Over the years I have tried
to get help several times because I have
been dealing with this my entire life. At
6 or 7 years of age I went to my parents
with it. They were so horrified and
reacted so badly that it messed me up for
years thinking I had to hide it, that it was
the worst thing in the world.
“Through the years, though, I’ve
gotten a better handle on it. For me, it
has always been a question of trying to
find resources, to find help, because until
about 10 years ago the resources simply
didn’t exist. Just in the last few years
some of the criteria have changed and
I’ve been able to get help.
“It is a known medical condition.
Our brains are wired one way and our

bodies are genetically made another. My
generation and the younger kids coming
up today are the ones saying you have
been telling our story for years where
we are the punch line. We would like to
tell you what it’s really like and what we
have to do to correct that.
“We are a small percentage of the
population. The more people who know
about us, the more understanding there
will be. People need to know we are
not these fabulous creatures that they
imagine us to be. We are just real people
simply trying to live our lives the best we
can.
“In December of 2012 I started the
transition process by going to a therapist
and meeting with a support group. Since
the middle of 2012 I have been living
as a woman. My life is so much better
now. I can honestly say that now my
worst day is still better than my entire life Laura is an aspiring author.
before my change.”

Loretha “Susie” Roy
Every day that I’m above ground, I
thank the Lord. It could have been a lot
different. I am a cancer survivor. This year
makes 13 years cancer free. I’m very grateful
to have been granted these years to be with
my family.
“I have five children, nine grandchildren
and one great-grand on the way. My
husband and I were married for 33 years,
until death parted us in 2004. We started our
family very young, and I made the decision
to stop going to school in order to take care
of my family.
“Once my children were grown and my
husband was gone, I went back to school.
This year I received a bachelor’s degree in
health care administration. With God, all
things are possible.”
Her philosophy? “We are all given the
choice to be a blessing or a curse. I choose to
be a blessing.”
Susie, a lifelong Baytown resident, was born
at the old Lillie-Duke Hospital.
David Berkowitz manages David Berkowitz has
been in the communications field for nearly 40 years,
including stops at The Baytown Sun and The
University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center.
He manages The Baytown Project on Facebook,
Instagram, Tumblr and Twitter.
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Chambers
County

Museum

The Chambers County
Museum at Wallisville,
located at Exit 807
on Interstate 10, is
open to the public,
free of charge Monday
through Saturday from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

T

he Chambers County Museum at Wallisville, located
halfway between Beaumont and
Houston, is a modest-looking
building right off the freeway.
However the museum has much
more to it than meets the eye.
With artifacts and displays lining
every wall, the facility is steeped

with history.
The museum boasts a genealogy
library and research center with
over 2,000 books. They also have
1,500 vertical files on pioneer families, along with historical people,
places, and organizations of the
county.
As far as all the antique memorabilia that’s carefully
arranged around
the room? It all gets
rotated out and rearranged.

War memorabilia is displayed in one of several three
rooms of artifacts at the Chambers County Museum
at Wallisville.

“We changed our exhibits several times a year,” said Kristi Cowen,
museum curator. “If you haven’t
been here in six or eight months,
things are going to look completely
different.”
The museum is open to the
public, free of charge Monday
through Saturday from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. and is located at Exit 807
on Interstate 10 at Wallisville in
Chambers County.
For more information, visit
www.wallisville.net.

A display
highlights
Native
American
heritage at
the Chambers
County
Museum at
Wallisville.
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EOTOUR
T

he Baytown Tourism Division is organizing a GeoTour.
Traveling to Jenkins Park,
Pirates Bay waterpark or even in your
neighborhood can become an adventure through geocaching.
Geocaching is a widely popular
recreational activity in which anyone
with a GPS can hunt for hidden treasures in almost every corner of the
world. According to the Geocaching
app by Groundspeak Inc., there are
at least 272 hidden caches in Baytown alone.
Download the Geocaching app,
create a free account and get started.
GeoTours are described as “the
marriage between geocaching and
tourism.” Anna Enderli, Baytown
tourism coordinator, decided to bring
one to Baytown.
“I learned that Baytown was
known for the plethora of geocaches
it contained, spanning a wide range
of difficulty levels, sizes and types,”
Enderli said. “I learned Baytown
even had a series of geocaches only
achievable by kayak, making it a very
popular geocaching location already.”
“My goal is to expose more families
to the opportunities in Baytown that
generally go unnoticed,” Enderli
said. “My goal is to also educate both
Larry
Houston
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Geocaching in Baytown

residents and visitors alike on the cultural, historical and natural resources
in our community.”
Organizers have identified approximately 30 cache possibilities for the
Baytown GeoTour, Enderli said.
Enderli constructed the GeoTour’s
program structure for all ages. It is
designed to be a family activity.
“My ultimate goal in creating the
rules was to create a program that
was flexible, could accommodate
different experience levels, accommodate various time allotments and
educate the geocacher about Baytown, whether it’s a resident, overnight visitor, daytripper or flying past
Baytown on I-10,” Enderli said.
Before beginning the GeoTour, a
passport must be obtained by a player. A passport can belong to an individual or family, and can be turned in
to the Baytown Tourism Division for
prizes such as Geocoins and trackable
items. These will be located at Bucee’s, the Tourism Office and booths
at different events throughout the
year. A PDF version will be on the
www.visitbaytown.com website.
“You’ll pick up a passport, download the Geocaching app, then you
can use your app to pull up a general
map of all the caches in Baytown,”

Geocachers’ after party pose

Enderli said. “You can look up the
name of one of the GeoTour caches
listed on the passport, then you use
your phone to navigate through town
to get to that location.”
These geocaches come in different
shapes and sizes. Some will be very
small, and others will be large. The
caches will include logbooks, where
players sign their name and move on
to the next one. Some might include
giveaway prizes, or items for trade in
which you take an item and replace
it.
Each cache in the Baytown
GeoTour will include a code that
players will have to write down on
the passport. To win a prize, players
unscramble codes.
“Points are accrued through
various means such as finding and recording caches along with the hidden
letter, dining at a City of Baytown
restaurant, staying overnight at one
of the local hotels and submitting
copies of receipts from any retail establishment in the City of Baytown,”
Enderli said.
Rick Davis, city manager said, “We
are always trying to discover and
cultivate ideas that will put people in
closer contact with the natural beauty
of Baytown,”
Boullion Family

Food

Fall
Treats

Fall goodies have never looked this good. Irene Tristan, owner of Wedding Belles Bakery put her creativity toward dozens
of sugar butter cookies and designer cupcakes for fall.
My favorites are the Ghirardelli® Chocolate on chocolate
with caramel cupcake, the spice cupcake and the chocolate
Nestle® Butterfinger® cupcake. French Macaroons melt
in one’s mouth, including cappuccino, chocolate or apricot
flavors.
Tristan baked for many years as a hobby when she worked
in corporate America. She always dreamed of opening her
own bakery if she decided on a career change.
She did and … Wow! The results are delicious.
Wedding Belles Bakery, 2312 N. Alexander Drive, 832-2892590, open 10 - 6 Tues. - Sat. Follow them on facebook for
the latest flavors and promotions.
They recently prepared 200
individually gift-wrapped custom
cupcakes for new teachers of the
Goose Creek Consolidated Independent School District, 100
chocolate, 100 vanilla, each with
a gift box and decorative ribbon.
Each Saturday, Irene takes
leftover goodies to Homeless
Services for the children to enjoy
unexpected sweet treats.
HORIZON / Fall 2016
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Around Town

Business After Hours

1

3

The Baytown Chamber of Commerce monthly “Business
After Hours” at Beacon Federal Credit Union in La Porte

2

4

5

7

6

8

1. Kathy Jaeger and David Sanchez 2. Pravin Sonthalia, Mary Cruz and Mike Nebgen. 3. Eileen Hall and Adelina Gomez Abshire. 4. Cinthia
Lizet and Ivan Torres. 5. Judy Barrow, Dan Linebaugh, Tom Wright, and Alison Medina. 6. Robert McKnight, Guido Persiani, Donna Mohlman,
and David Frazier. 7. Albert Luna, Roger Elswick, Randy O’Brien, and Jim Wadzinksi. 8. Donna Ware, Wayne Bell, Carol Bell and Josh Bell.
HORIZON / Fall 2016

41

Around Town

Wetlands Center Camps

This summer was full of science and fun for kids during the “Wade into Wetlands” camps at the Eddie V. Gray Wetlands Center in
Baytown and Baytown Nature Center. The camps, sponsored by, Chevron Phillips, welcomed anyone from first to 10th grade.
The Wetlands Center, 1724 Market St., M-F from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., except holidays. Entry is free. 281-420-7128.

2

1

4
The Nature Center is located at 6213 Bayway Drive, and
is open daily from sunrise to sunset. Entrance fee is $4
for ages 13 and older. Children 5-12 and seniors $1.
For more information, call 281-424-9198.

3

6

7

5

8

1. Easton Cecil. 2. Kenzie Laird. 3. Mia Soto. 4. Leonardo Cerino, Camon Comanich and Alden Sandate. 5. Alyssa Brown. 6. Lucas Finley.
7. Lilianna Sundet. 8. Kids create snail habitats during the “Journey through Science” camp.
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Around Town
at American Legion Hall,
Crosby High School reunion Held
Crosby, Texas.

1

3

2

4

5

6

7

8

1. Lonnie Lindsey, left, Wayne Prescott and Ronnie Falk. 2. Taylor Ransom and Mackenzie Lynn Ransom. 3. Edward Jaks, left, Franny Martin
Hobbs and Tricia Meigs. 4. Franny Martin Hobbs and Tricia Meigs. 5. Carol Ecles Mitchell, Mike and Cathy Jones Hargrave. 6. P. J. Hooks and
James Blaha. 7. June Badgett Ressler, K.G. Fuchs and Rusty Ressler 8. Karen Blomstrom Lowden and Carol Ecles Mitchell
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Around Town

Sterling Vs. Lee Bowling Benefit
50th Anniversary of “The Game” fundraiser at MaxBowl in Baytown

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

1. Gavin Labauch, Daniel Salinas, Julian Labauch and Carey Webster. 2. Taunya Breaux, and Leigh Flowers. 3. Brett Sawyer and Robert E. Lee
head coach David Wilkinson bowl with their families during the REL versus RSS fundraiser. 4. Melissa Contreras, Janell Sanchez and Stefanie
Bogle. 5. Julia Lovett, Angel Ross and Margo Kilgore 6. Genaro Salaar, Andres Amezcua, Oscar Villanueva, John Farris, Evan McLain, Tommy
Williams and Noah Campbell. 7. David Wilkinson. 8. Trace Smoke his mom, Kate and his younger brother, Tyce.

44

HORIZON / Fall 2016

Meet Your Realtor
Mary Dunn Real Estate
Donna Hilsmeier

ROSE SEARCY
REALTOR

Cell: 713-855-9207
rose.realty90@gmail.com
www.har.com/RoseSearcy
Office: 281-427-4747 • Fax: 281-422-7447
1113 W. Baker Rd. Suite D • Baytown, TX 77521

Realtor®, GRI, SRES, TAHS
Donna@DonnasRealty.com

Brett Hilsmeier

Realtor®, GRI, TAHS
Brett@DonnasRealty.com

Direct: (281) 422-2097 • Fax: (800) 713-8260
Residential • Leasing • New Home Sales • Foreclosures
Relocation • Property Management
www.DonnasRealty.com

Karla Opryshek

TERRY RIVON
Realtor

Broker/Associate
CRS, ABR, MRP,
ASR, NHS, MCNE

605 Massey Tompkins Rd.,
Ste A Baytown, TX 77521

Realtor

Cell: 713-598-3150
Office: 281-383-3386
Email:
deanafojt@marydunn.com

13400 FM 2354 Rd.
Baytown, Texas 77523

Sherril Bates
Broker/Owner

Residential and Commercial Specialist

281-381-5696
sbatesrealtor@aol.com

BATES-BRINKLEY
REALTY

Third Generaon REALTOR®

Mobile: 713-301-4582
Fax: 713-422-2341
email: terryrivon@aol.com

Deana Fojt

www.marydunn.com

Buying or Selling?
I Can Help You!!!
u!!!

®

MARY DUNN
REAL ESTATE INC.

6316 Sjolander Road • Baytown

kopryshek@cbunited.com

281-839-3939
(281) 433-2281 | 4501 North Main

www.batesbrinkleyrealty.com

Roxie Krisher
Broker Associate

1000 Massey Tompkins Rd.
Baytown, TX 77521
281.300.6824

Maria Cortes

Roxie@krishermckay.com
www.krishermckay.com

Broker Associate

KRISHER
McKAY
Inc. REALTORS

1113 W. Baker Rd. Suite D
Baytown, TX 77521
832-597-5381
281-427-4747

cortesme@aol.com
har.com/mariacortes

Residential • Leasing
Shortsale & New Construction

832-483-0625
Cell:
713-785-6666
Office:
888-667-5579
Fax:
Kenya@Kenyafanus.com
vvww.kenyafanus.com
1209 Decker Dr., Suite #212 | Baytown, TX 77520

Rosalyn Boehme

Michelle Lenderman
Realtor

REALTOR®

Premier

10525 Eagle Drive, Suite 1
Mont Belvieu, Texas 77523
Cell: (281) 734-1578
Office: (281) 576-6000
rosalynboehme@remax.net
www.har.com/rosalynboehme

Kevin King
REALTOR®

10525 Eagle Drive, Suite 1
Mont Belvieu, Texas 77523
Cell: (832) 597-1200
Office: (281) 567-6000
kevinkingteam@gmail.com
www.har.com/kevinking
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Kenya Fanus

REALTOR® SRS, ABR, CNE

Eastside
Office (281) 839-7889
Cell: 713-894-3095
mlenderman@outlook.com
Outstanding Agents, Outstanding Results
Each office is independently owned and operated

Each Office Independently
Owned and Operated

Premier

4515 Ferry Rd
Baytown, TX 77520
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Meet Your Realtor
Kathy Sinclair
Realtor

Crystal McDowell

Cell: 832-414-9729
Realtor

Premier

Angella Muschalek

832-514-5420
kathy@clairesinclair.com

REALTOR®

10525 Eagle Drive, Suite 1
Mont Belvieu, Texas 77523
Cell: (281) 615-3357
Office: (281) 576-6000
Fax: (281) 764-6788
angellamuschalek@remax.net

Claire Sinclair Properties, LLC
COMMERCIAL • LAND • RESIDENTIAL

6
1
0
2
5 N Commerce @ Texas Ave | 281-428-8822

700 Rollingbrook, Suite E
Baytown, TX 77521
www.clairesinclair.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

BAYTOWN GRITO FEST
@ Bicentennial Park
Saturday, October 1, 2016

1001 Market St.
Starting at 4pm
Live Music, Competitions,
Shopping, & Children Activities

4:00 - 5:50pm
Mariachi Los Gallitos
5:30 - 6pm
Accordion & “Grito” Prelims
6 - 7:30pm
Hometown Boys
7:30 - 8pm
Jalapeño
& Salsa Contest
l
& Grito Championships

Schedule
of Events

FREE EVENT!

8:00pm
Kumbia Kings
www.baytown.org/gritofest

Supported by Baytown Parks and Recreation Department, Grito Fest is a way to celebrate National Hispanic month
with activities for the entire family. For more information visit www.Baytown.org/gritofest or call 281-420-6597
Presented by:

Featuring:

Sponsored by:

REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
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Biddy FRom page 32

During his time at Old River, Biddy,
Dana, as well as others, admire.
It’s always exciting to see what the Lord
a graduate of East Texas Baptist
“I always knew when he got home
has up his sleeve, and we’re ready,”
University and Southwestern Seminary, he would have a new story to tell of an
Dana said.
also spearheaded growth.
encounter God arranged, or something
Biddy has known since high school
When Biddy and Dana moved to
else God did that day. It’s what kept
that he wanted to preach the gospel,
Old River on Jan. 29, 1977, there were him going, and it kept me going, too,”
but prior to that, he wanted to be an
50 people coming to church. Now
she said.
agriculture teacher.
on Sundays during the summer, the
The couple has two sons, Jeff and
“However, around my junior year in
congregation will swell to 700 and
Mark, whose wives and children attend high school I kept “hearing,” sensing
nearly 600 people attend the one-hour
the Old River church. Both men are
the Lord was speaking to me to be one
bible study held between two morning
also deacons there.
of his preachers and pastors. I ran from
services at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. on
Biddy and Dana said they won’t be
that, but became increasingly miseraSundays.
far from their beloved congregation
ble,” Biddy said.
What Biddy will miss is leading an
and will always be within reach. They
“On July 4th, 1969, I accepted his
army of the faithful.
envision a life with greater flexibility to
“offer” and had the greatest peace ever.
“These people at this church have
do different ministries.
I told my parents, and my pastor, and I
just been warriors for God,” he said.
“There are all kinds of possibilities.
have been on that path ever since.”
“We have really faced some tough
times in the life of the church. Also I
must say that it is one thing to go and
preach in someone else’s pulpit, but
it is another thing to have your own
pulpit.”
The search committee plans a
transition period for the incoming
pastor. There are hopes to have a
person in place prior to Biddy leaving
in January, he said.
His wife of 45 years admits she has
several feelings about the change.
“It’s a roller coaster of emotions-one minute I’m excited, then scared;
another minute I am happy and
Coming September 2016
ready to be done, then sad thinking
how could our time here be over?”
said Dana. “We are both at peace
with the decision to retire after 40
a new magazine!
years--a generation, so to speak. It’s
•
Company
Honors
God’s time, we believe.”
•
Innovations
Without a doubt, Dana said, her
• Project Updates
husband has left his handprint on
• Educational Partnerships
the community and congregation be• Promotions & Successes
cause he truly loves people and loves
• Site Safety
to tell them about Jesus.
• and more!
“Besides that, I think his impact
has come about because of the lonReserve your space by Friday, September 2, 2016
gevity of his ministry in the community,” she said. “After this long, even
Color Advertising rates:
those who are not part of Old River
“Doubletruck”
know they can call on him or on our
2-page Ad. Spread $2100
church.”
Back cover $1500
Rachel Burr 281-425-8042
To reserve
Biddy’s best quality at home is the
Inside covers: $1300 each
advertising space, Kathy Jaeger 281-425-8041
Full-page inside: $1200
same as it is in church. He always
1/2-page inside: $800
Cheryl Jones 281-425-8036
call your
sees God at work in everything, even
1/4-page inside: $450
ad representative. Carol Skewes 281-425-8003
the difficulties.
1/8-page inside: $275
That steadfast faith is something

The Baytown Sun
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