
Greater

BAYTOWN
LIFE ALONG THE TEXAS GULF COAST

September 2018 $3.95

All Revved Up
Interurban
Immortalized
Railbus featured in 
ornament seriesYoung drivers chase

drag-racing dreams



KEEPING YOU AT THE 
TOP OF YOUR GAME

When an injury has you sidelined, the world-class team of 
specialists at Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports 
Medicine will help you get back out there faster, with:

• Expertise to treat common to complex injuries

• Latest imaging and technology

• Advanced nonsurgical treatments

• Minimally invasive procedures

• State-of-the-art physical and occupational therapy

Schedule an appointment to discuss 
your options with a specialist.
4201 Garth Rd., Suite 111 | Baytown, TX 77521
281.427.7400 | houstonmethodist.org/gameon

Baytown

Willowbrook

Texas Medical Center

West Houston-Katy

Sugar Land

The Woodlands

Clear Lake

Bellaire

Memorial City

Pearland

Conroe



3Greater Baytown September 2018

Jade Arends (left), 12, and Kayden 
Salter, 10, stand together before a race 
at Houston Raceway Park. 

The two are good friends and race 
each other, along with other friends, in 
the NHRA Jr. Drag Racing League.

Read about Kayden's experience 
growing up around racing, her junior 
dragster lifestyle, and dream to be a 
professional race car driver on page 7.
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Hello everyone!
This is officially my first Editor's Letter for the Greater 

Baytown magazine. I'd love to tell you a little about myself.
I was born and raised in Baytown, double-majored in 

photography and communication design at Texas State University, 
and got hired on with The Baytown Sun in January of  this year as 
the lifestyle editor and photographer.

I had a wonderful time putting together the September issue 
of  Greater Baytown. Fall is right around the corner and it is my 
favorite time of  year.

Summer is officially winding down. Kids are back in school, 
Friday night lights will be returning for local football games, and 
cooler weather is on the horizon.

In the September issue of  Greater Baytown magazine we 
feature a wide variety of  articles.

We're introducing standing departments in this issue. They 
include: Baytown Life, Local History, Food & Drink, Sports 
Scene, Discover and Local Scene. 

We thought it would be a good idea to organize our content 
into departments to make the magazine user-friendly for our 
readers. We hope you enjoy it!

Preslie Cox
Lifestyle Editor

On the Cover

Photo by Preslie Cox
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Revin Mosley holds his helmet next his dragster.
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wcplus@lee.edu
Call

832.556.4447
Online

www.lee.edu/weekend

Part Time Schedule

Full Time Student
Weekend College at Lee College is a program specifically designed for working 
students.  Online, hybrid, and web-enhanced classes provide a fast, simple, and 
direct path for students to graduate with a degree or certificate in two years or less.

Lee College
Bec�e a 

WEEKEND Programs
All courses are on Friday nights, Saturday mornings 
and Saturday afternoons

Associate of Arts (A.A.)
• Transfer in Allied Health 

• General Studies: Social Science Concentration

Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.)
• Management 

• Computer and Network Maintenance Technology 

Certi�cate of Completion
• Welding Technology 

EVENING Programs
All courses are on Monday nights, Tuesday nights, 
and Wednesday nights.

Associate of Science (A.S.)
• Business (University Transfer degree)

Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.)
• Child Development 

Certi�cate of Completion
• Electrical Technology 

(available at Lee College Education Center,  
South Liberty County)

[C O L L E G E ]
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J r.  d r ag  r a c i ng  p romo te s  f ami l y,  f r i ends  &  fun

In drag racing, days, weeks and sometimes months of  hard 
work are measured in seconds. 

The preparation and process of  tuning vehicles is something 
the Salter family loves. Nearly every weekend, Travis and his 
10-year-old daughter Kayden can be found either working on 
cars or driving them down the same quarter-mile dragstrip Pro 
Stock world champion Erica Enders started driving on as a 
junior dragster in 1992 — the same year the NHRA unveiled 
the racing league during the 23rd annual Mopar Parts Nationals. 
The idea behind NHRA Jr. Drag Racing League was to give 
families a fun activity to do together on the weekends. 

On any given Saturday, Kayden, Travis and his wife Shelbie 
can be found at Houston Raceway Park spending the quality 
family time the NHRA hoped the league could provide. 

At an early age, Kayden was always at the track on the 
weekends helping and learning about cars with her dad. It was 
during these moments that she fell in love with the sport. 

“She’ll come out in the shop and help me work on my car,” 

Travis said. “When something’s wrong with it at the race track 
she’s always helping, offering to help or at least standing over my 
shoulder asking me why I’m doing that.”  

By the time she was six years old, she was ready to step into 
the cockpit of  her junior dragster, which are half-size versions 
of  Top Fuel dragsters that use a five-horsepower engine that 
have governors to control speed based on age. Teenagers can go 
as fast as 85 mph and as quick as 7.9 seconds in an eighth-mile 
while 10-12 years old are restricted to 8.90 seconds or slower, or 
a top speed of  about 70 to 75 mph. 

“She absolutely loves it,” Travis said. “She’s very passionate 
about racing, very competitive and just does a phenomenal job 
in the driver’s seat as an up-and-coming driver.”

“She’s going to be an extremely good driver as she grows 
older and matures in the driver seat,” he added.   

Kayden drives one of  about 50 junior dragsters that frequent 
Houston Raceway Park. The group has drivers from all over the 
state, who travel together and race. This year, the group ran a 

By Christopher James

Baytown Life

Matt Exner gives his son, Landon a thumbs up before a race at Houston Raceway Park.

ALL REVVED UP
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12-race series that started around February and 
ended in August. 

“They’re going to learn how to win, and 
they’re going to learn how to lose. And you’re 
going to lose a lot more than you win when 
you start out,” Austin Hayward with Houston 
Raceway Park said. “They also learn the 
mechanics of  the car, how the engine works and 
how racing works.”   

When Kayden first got started in the sport, 
Travis and his wife Shelbie, like any parents were 
a little worried. 

“I was worried at the very beginning because 
that’s my baby girl,” Travis said. “But inside 
that racecar when she’s going down that race 
track, she is 100 times safer than sitting in the 
back seat of  my pickup truck going down 
Interstate-10.” 

Driving a junior dragster is much more than 
just going fast. To be successful, drivers must 
learn to listen, be responsible and how to face 
their fears — qualities every professional racecar 
driver has had to possess. 

“She would love to be a professional racecar 
driver,” Travis said. “She wants to be like 
Brittany Force or the hometown hero Erica 
Enders.”  

But until that day, Travis and his wife enjoy 
watching Kayden grow as a person on and off  
the racetrack. In fact, junior dragster is used 
as an incentive for the 10-year-old student of  
Carver Elementary to do well in school. If  her 
grades slip, so do her chances of  racing. 

“We all work extremely hard to get the 
quality of  equipment that we have. We also 
work extremely hard to teach her everything 
that she needs to know to be safe and to be 
competitive,” Travis said. “And to watch her go 
down the racetrack just makes me extremely 
proud. To know that she’s following in my 
footsteps as I did my father’s footsteps is just 
special.”  
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Top left: Mallory Mosley Bottom left: Kayden Salter Above: Cole Foster, Claudia Murdock, Mallory Mosley, and Savanah 
Murdock stand together before a race at Houston Raceway Park.

Photos by Preslie Cox
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Emilia Usry has been into fashion since she was a little girl. 
Now, a sophomore at Baytown Christian Academy, she has started 
her own successful fashion blog and Instagram account where she 
showcases products and earns money from a variety of  brands.

After a flattering comment from a family friend, Emilia decided 
to try modeling and began doing so for La Chic Boutique of  
Baytown. She enjoyed it so much, she says “I was thinking I was 
going to go into modeling.” Even though she decided not to 
pursue that path, her love of  fashion led to the start of  her blog, 
A Triple Shot of  E, also known as Emilia’s Elegant Edge. 

To be a fashion blogger, sometimes called an influencer, you 
need products to recommend to your followers without spending 
an arm and a leg. Having subscribed to other fashion blogs, Emilia 
reached out and asked for tips from some of  her favorites, such 
as Dress Me Up Buttercup. She “got me into it pretty much,” she 
says. Emilia even began attending blogging events, even though 
she was young and shy. But because of  her age, other bloggers 
took her under their wing. “I think that I’m so young, they took 
me in as a ‘baby’ and helped me out with stuff.” So, Emilia took 
their advice and began reaching out to businesses, who began 
sending her products to advertise, her first being lipstick from 
Lipstick Junkie.

Emilia’s following grew quickly and continues to grow. She now 
has over 30K followers on Instagram alone. She’s worked with 
companies such as Shein Clothing, The Lash Lounge, Marley Lilly, 
Kendra Scott, and more. She’s currently wearing invisible aligners 
given by Smile Direct Club, a company that creates the devices 
by mail to straighten teeth without having to go to the dentist. 
She was even asked to be a brand ambassador for James Avery. 
Her and her family’s Hurricane Harvey story will be in their fall 
catalogue.

Not only does Emilia receive free products to promote, she 
also earns income by being a part of  Rewards Style, an invitation 
only program for influencers, which basically allows them to 
link products on their blog, and when followers click on it and 
buy the product, the influencer in turn earns a small percentage 
of  income. Emilia also uses a Rewards Style platform through 
Instagram called Like to Know It, where she can basically earn 
income in the same way.

Emilia grew her blog on her own, but she hasn’t always been a 
social butterfly. Creating her social media platform from scratch 
challenged her. She says she was shy, “but I feel more open 
to everyone.” While she may have been nervous about asking 
for help, she used her intellect and grace to push fear aside 
and became not only a successful fashion blogger, but a more 
confident young woman.

Meet Instagram influencer Emelia Usry
By Justa Lanie Garrett

Baytown Life

Top: Emelia models a lace top paired with distressed jeans, a 
brown belt, and brown chunky heels in Johnson City, TX. Right: 
Emelia models a white dress with a white umbrella in Umbrella 
Alley on Texas Avenue.

Photos courtesy of Tracy Usry
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Emilia’s blog and Instagram account take up a lot of  
her time, yet school and extracurricular activities are 
still a top priority. During the school year, she wakes 
up at four in the morning to have time to work on her 
blog. The rest of  her day is booked. At BCA, she’s a 
cheerleader, plays tennis and basketball, is involved in 
two clubs, and is vice president of  her class. She humbly 
says she’s not the best at school, “but I try.” 

Despite her busy schedule, she makes sure to spend 
time with friends.  She’s grateful they “treat me normal,” 
despite her success. She kept her blog a secret for six 
months after she started it because she didn’t want it to 
change the way her peers view her. Thankfully it hasn’t. 
“I have to find time for [my friends],” she says. And she 
does.

The future is bright for Emilia. “I have my whole 
life planned out,” she says with a chuckle. She plans to 
continue growing her blog, but also wants to further her 
education. After high school, she either wants to attend 
Stephen F. Austin State University to major in teaching 
or the University of  Houston, her sister’s alma mater, to 
pursue a degree in marketing.

While Emilia is currently working on her blog, going 
to school, and spending time with friends, she’s also 
trying to get her permit, despite the long lines at the 
DPS. She turns sixteen in two months, the same day as 
her school’s homecoming dance. Even though she has a 
lot going on, she plans to make time to celebrate.
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Kaylyn White is a very inspired 
and artistic 12-year-old. 

Whether it is painting, sketching 
or crafts, Kaylyn loves the process 
of  creating because it allows her 
to escape her sometimes cold 
and clinical hospital room at MD 
Anderson Children’s Cancer Hospital 
in the Texas Medical Center. While 
surrounded by the sounds of  heart 
monitors, nurses’ chatter and the 
city outside, Kaylyn visualizes lines, 
shapes and colors. Many times she 
combines her love of  art and her love 
of  animals to create one-of-a-kind 
fashion pieces. 

“It keeps me distracted from 
what’s really going on sometimes,” 
Kaylyn said, who is a fashionista 
from Baytown that has big plans 
to be a fashion designer when she 
grows up. “It’s a way to calm me 
down.” 

As an artist, Kaylyn loves the 
Game Show Network show “Skin 
Wars,” which is a body-painting 
competition that tests the artistic 
abilities of  12 contestants.  

“I just love the art from it and 
what people come up with off  the 
spot,” Kaylyn said. “I love how 
creative people are, given limited 
resources and time.” 

Back in mid-August, Kaylyn was 
given the opportunity to be a part of  
a different kind of  show, one with 
clothes, a runway and an audience. 
She, of  course, jumped at the chance 
to get involved in the MD Anderson 

Children’s Cancer Hospital’s annual 
back-to-school fashion show. 

Held at the Galleria’s ice rink, the 
show had an audience of  110-seated 
guests with standing-room-only 
overflow, all looking on as models, 
including pediatric cancer patients, 
their siblings and MD Anderson 
caregivers, showed off  the season’s 
trends. 

But Kaylyn was unable to walk the 
runway in person since she had just 
completed stage four of  her stem 
cell transplant to battle Refractory B 
Cell Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia 
(ALL), which is cancer that affects 
the white blood cells that naturally 
fight infection and help protect the 
body against disease.  

So Kaylyn, instead, used an MD 
Anderson robot to make her runway 
debut, which was also a first for the 
robot. The robot she used is part of  
the hospital’s K-12 private accredited 
school that is used for patients who 
are not well enough to attend school 
or activities. Kaylyn, who controlled 
the robot’s movements through 
software loaded on a laptop, was 
visible to the crowd (and vise versa) 
via a screen atop the rolling device. 
Thankfully, Kaylyn also likes gaming 
so controlling it was a breeze. 

When it was her time to hit the 
runway, Kaylyn’s smiley face looked 
on at the crowd from the robot’s 
screen as she rocked the fashion 
show with her ensemble that 
consisted of  a red scarf, matching 

By Christopher James

Baytown Life

1.

2.

Baytown girl gets first taste of 
the fashion industry
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purse and hat.  
When it was all said and done, Kaylyn was 

able to experience the excitement, process 
and spotlight of  the fashion world, which is 
something she hopes to pursue as a career 
someday. That is if  marine biology doesn’t pan 
out. 

“She just has a passion for art and animals,” 
Kaylyn’s mom Lesley said. “Her dreams are 
to either be a fashion designer or a marine 
biologist.” 

Before the fashion, Kaylyn also participated 
in the Postal Art Exchange Project, where 
she collaborated with an artist from Baylor 
University. As part of  the program, one person 
starts an art piece and then mails it to the other, 

who is then tasked with finishing it. 
“It’s two people coming together with different 

ideas,” Lesley said. 
 When Kaylyn participated, she helped create a 

postcard of  beautiful dresses. 
“When (the artist) started the piece and sent 

it back, Kaylyn was really interested in that piece 
because she really liked the way it looked,” Lesley 
said.

And so she and her arts and medicine teacher 
worked and made a collage with different 
materials. 

Her collaboration is currently on exhibition 
through September at Houston’s Texas Medical 
Center. 

1. Kaylyn smiles for a photo during 
one of her hospital stays. 2. Due to 
being unable to walk the runway 
in person, Kaylyn used an MD 
Anderson robot to make her runway 
debut. 3. Some of Kaylyn's fashion 
sketches of dresses for inspiration

Photos courtesy of Dave Rossman

3.
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It started as a mistake really.
In 1975, a woman with the Baytown school district asked the Barnett 

family if  one of  them could paint a large canvas portrait of  James Bowie. 
The Texas pioneer died at the Battle of  the Alamo, and a painting was to 
hang at the elementary school that bore his name. 

Being that the Barnetts were a family of  great artists who lived in 
Baytown, it was only a matter of  which Barnett would volunteer.

“My mother looked at me and asked, ‘Do you want to paint it Mark?’” 
recalled Mark Barnett, 58.

“Being only 15, I asked, ‘what do I get?’” Barnett said.  “The two 
women laughed and the lady said, ‘We'll give you a free gift and you can 
keep all the extra paint and paint brushes that we buy for you.’”

Deal.
Then there was the twist.
With painting supplies in hand, Barnett gazed upon a Texas history 

book with images of  famous people. The woman opened a page and 
pointed to a man.

“But on that page it never said what the man's name was,” Barnett said. 
“He looked old with gray hair. I had a weird feeling about the image but I 
began painting him anyhow.”

After three days of  painting, Barnett got an odd feeling. In school, he 
remembered that Bowie died at the Alamo and that he had dark hair.

A more extensive search revealed whom it was Barnett was painting on 
that canvas – Sam Houston.

They all laughed at the mistake, and when Barnett completed the 
portrait, it was donated to another school bearing Houston’s name.

Barnett, however, did complete a portrait of  Bowie and it hung at the 
old elementary for over 30 years.

When a new Bowie school was built, Barnett painted a newer version of  
the famous Texan. Both versions hang in the school today.

The whole ordeal led Barnett to a love of  painting historical Texas 
figures, first as pencil sketches and then as paintings. His subjects include 
William B. Travis, Davy Crockett, James Fannin and James Bonham.

All of  the paintings have been donated to three different Texas 
museums: The San Jacinto Monument and Museum near La Porte, the 
Stephen F. Austin Park and Museum in San Felipe, and the Alamo in San 
Antonio.   

The McGraw-Hill publishing company in New York City has published 
Barnett’s Juan Seguin painting in over 10 million textbooks. More of  his 
history-related artwork has been published in smaller books throughout 
Texas.

Even his James Bowie artwork was seen on the Food Network’s 
television show, “Cake Wars,” using the painted image to produce cakes 
that looked like Bowie.

The winning cake was presented to employees at The Alamo during a 
special celebration held.

Art, it seems, has always had a special place in Barnett’s life.  He started 
drawing by age 6, claiming it was in his DNA because his mother, Ruth, 
and older brother, Steven K. Barnett, were artists.

“I was self  taught and I used to draw in school all the time,” Barnett 
said. “It was either on a piece of  paper or on my book cover. I’d draw 
thing like hot rod cars, motorcycle choppers, or Evel Knievel jumping 
over buses,” he added. “I’ve always had attention deficit disorder and was 
only focused on doing artwork and sports.”

In actuality, Barnett didn’t start painting on a fulltime basis until he 
was 48 years old. Up until that point, he would struggle to paint, be 
disappointed with his work, and stop.

Then, he’d try again. And again – until in 2008 he told himself  that he 
could paint and he would continue to do so.  Period.

“So, I think the first two years were a learning curve,” he said. “It 
became easier and better after five years of  practice.”

Along the way, his brother helped Barnett to hone his craft. Steven 
worked as a professional artist at T-shirt screen-printing businesses in 
Baytown in the 1970's and 80's. One was called Royal Silk Screen on Texas 
Avenue.

“He got me a couple of  jobs where he taught me how to work in the 
art department,” 
Barnett said. “I 
studied his artwork 
and techniques and 
learned from him. An 
artist can learn that 
way. Little tricks of  
the trade are what we 
call it.”

Both Barnett 
brothers took art 
classes at Lee College. 

Steven, who 
also studied at 
the University of  
Houston in Clear 
Lake, earned a degree 
in set design; he 
became a graphic 
artist who worked on 
films such as “Dances 
with Wolves” and 
“Sidekicks.”

“When my brother 
worked on the movie 
"Sidekicks," starring 

Artist from Baytown
commemorates Texas heroes

By Eleska Aubespin

Local History

Acrylic painting of James Bowie, who died 
at the Alamo by artist, Mark Barnett, who 
donated the painting to James Bowie 
Elementary in Baytown.
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Chuck Norris and filmed in Houston, I owned my own company 
in Baytown called "Excalibur Graphics" on Main Street,” Barnett 
said. “My brother would send some work my way and I ended up 
printing a lot of  things they used in the movie, like the scene in 
the high school gym,” he said. “I printed all those white T-shirts 
the actors were wearing. Plus the karate gees and director chairs.”

Barnett, who describes himself  as an Army brat, moved to 
Baytown with his family at age 10.

He attended James Bowie Elementary, the old Cedar Bayou 
Junior School, and was a 1979 graduate of  Ross S. Sterling High.

Surprisingly, painting Texas history artwork has been a hobby. 
Barnett actually worked as a graphic artist, and sometimes as a 
welder.

He spent the majority of  his career working up and down 
Highway 225 in Pasadena as a welder on the Houston Ship 
Channel.

“I’m currently kind of  retired but still looking for 
opportunities,” Barnett said. “Unfortunately, I’ve gone blind in 
one eye from cataracts.  So I had to stop painting. I hope to have 
eye surgery in the future.”

Preserving Texas history through artwork is important because 
it provides context and a timeline for how Texas – and the people 
who live here – became what it is today.

“Well, you have to remember where we came from and what 
we did many years ago,” Barnett said. 

“We need to know and understand how we got here and the 
wars and battles that we had to fight and die for,” he added. 
“Otherwise, you're clueless to who your enemies might be, and 
sometimes history can repeat itself.”

The above painting is entitled "The Alamo 
Commanders". It is Travis, Crockett, and 
Bowie standing in front of the Alamo 
church. All three men died there. Barnett 
hopes to donate this to the Alamo one day.

Photos courtesy of Mark Barnett

When you are looking for the best care possible 
for your eyes in Baytown, Dayton or Mont Belvieu, 
contact Texas State Optical Baytown. 

TSO
TEXAS STATE OPTICAL

TM

301 West Texas Avenue Baytown, TX
281-427-7374 

 www.tsobaytown.com

Come by and say hello to Christopher Mathews, O.D.

Chris Warford, O.D.Brandon Moderhack, O.D. Christopher Mathews, O.D.

Book an appointment today! 
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Who knew that Wonder Woman can come at 
the age of  4. Kaitlyn Mica has been a warrior and 
fought with everything she has got. At the age of  3, 
Kaitlyn was diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes. It all 
started with her feeling lethargic, wanting to sleep 
all the time, and was losing a lot of  weight. Just the 
day before Easter of  2017 Kaitlyn was not feeling it 
all and everybody noticed this is when her parents 
Dusty and Sarah Mica decided to take her to the 
emergency room. Early morning on Easter she was 
diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes where they then 
told the parents and her grandmother Pamela Ayala 
that she was being transferred to Texas Children. 
She stayed there for five days while her parents and 
grandma learned everything they could to help her 
in the best way possible. Four months after, Kaitlyn 
was approved for the insulin pump. Since then 
she has had no more hospital visits and has done 
so well. With the insulin pump, she was granted it 
automatically gives her the insulin she needs once 
she eats. Ever since then Kaitlyn and her family have 
become very involved in helping others understand 
Diabetes. They started attending walks hosted by the 
JDRF (Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation) about 
a year ago. She fortunately hasn’t had any more visits 
and what a warrior she is. “We call her our little hero, 
she loves wonder woman” says Pamela, Kaitlyn’s 
grandmother. A fundraiser will be held on Saturday, 
October 13, 2018 from 7-9 p.m. at Painting with A 
Twist in Baytown, Texas. The cost is $35 per seat but 
you are Painting with A Purpose: Painting to End 
Juvenile Diabetes. Also, there is a Schwan’s fundraiser 
where they give them 5% of  it and if  they reach $100 
they will match it; it will run through October 15. 
These fundraisers help out with the foundation and 
the families that go through Type 1 diabetes. Kaitlyn 
has showed us how to fight and keep going no matter 
what.

Local benefits raise awareness,
money for juvenile diabetes reasearch

By Gaby Torres

Baytown Life

Kaitlyn Mica and Wonder Woman
Photo courtesy of Sarah and Dusty Mica



BAYTOWN’S

TOWN SQUAREat
FARMERS MARKET
Local Farmers | Live Music | Food Trucks

Cottage Foods | Handmade Goods

8:00 AM - 1:00 PM
3RD SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH
STARTING SEPTEMBER 2018

CALL 281-420-6597 OR VISIT BAYTOWN.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION

213 WEST TEXAS AVE.
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Baytown is a city full of  railroad tracks that sometimes may 
seem inconvenient on the rush to work. Although that may be 
the case, there is also great history hidden behind these tracks. 

Harry K. Johnson was the man that started the railway in 
Baytown. He had built seven railroads all in the South. Harry 
I was born in 1863 during the civil war in Georgetown, 
Kentucky. Harry’s father, Matthew F. Johnson, was a colonel in 
the Confederacy. From there they moved to Greenville then to 
Vicksburg, Mississippi where they worked and had cotton farms. 

After being there for some time Harry moved once 
again to New Orleans then to Houston. There he laid 
out the original Houston Northshore Railway which 
was later bought out and is now Missouri Pacific. 

Once the railway was completed an interurban rail 
bus was created. This railway connected Baytown 
and Houston in a way that was more convenient and 
economical for everyone. He also developed Highlands/
McNair area which is where he moved last before passing. 

Harry K. Johnson passed onto his son, Harry K. 
Johnson Jr.. After he passed his son, Harry K. Johnson 
III ,the grandson was born and raised in Highlands but 
is now living in Katy since 1985 and works in aviation. 

He remembers riding the rail bus once or twice when he was 
a kid. Although it isn’t a rail bus that rides on the tracks anymore 
“they still use the railways, but with trains now. Exxon still uses the 

railways but so do other smaller refineries to transport material 
and chemicals from Baytown to Houston. Missouri Pacific is 
one of  the most profitable lines they have,” Johnson III said. 

The original railbus was electric and took people from 
Baytown to Houston or vice versa in under an hour. 

In 1962, Gary Wiggins rode the final run of  the railbus. 
He remembers how he got on by himself  and met his 
parents at the other end. Wiggins mom worked for Harry 
K. Johnson  and then went on to work for his son when 
Johnson passed in 1948. The railbus was very useful especially 
since there was no I-10 and not everyone had a car. It 
carried many construction workers from Houston to Exxon. 

Wiggins is now working along with some of  his 
colleagues on repurposing the original interurban 
electrified car that they have at a house in Highlands. 

“We have yet to put the floor back in it, then the 
wooden roof, and all the windows that are made 
and in storage. We also have the original wheels and 
it seated between 40 to50 people,” Wiggins said.

Now Wiggins is good friends with Johnson III. 
In front of  the Highlands Chamber of  Commerce 
there is a memorial of  Harry K. Johnson Sr. 

Bob Wilkins also remembers being 9 maybe 
10 years old when he would ride the railbus. 

“My dad would take my mom and me to the rail station in 

Interurban Immortalized
By Gaby Torres

Local History

Riding railbus was way to travel back in the day
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Goose Creek and we would ride to Channelview. I remember 
we didn’t stop at a rail station but somehow my mom knew 
where to get off  the car. She would ask the conductor to stop 
and we would walk to Grandma's house just a short distance 
through the woods. Same procedure on the way home, we 
knew what time the interurban was to come by and we would 
walk through the woods and maybe wait five minutes for the 
train to come and they would stop for us and we would return 
to the Goose Creek station. We didn’t do it often maybe two 
or three times a year. I remember the rail car was never very 
full, plenty of  sitting room. As a small boy, I can say it was 
always a thrill for me to go and see Grandma,” Wilkins said. 

Other than transporting people who worked around the area, 
the railbus carried students as well. The old Dezavala Elementary 
used the railbus to get students to their school safe and sound. 

Eugenia Rios visualizes the memories of  riding the interurban 
to school as if  it was yesterday. She and her brother, Ambrose 
Rios, along with their other siblings, were given 10 tickets each 
on Fridays to cover the round trips for the following week. 
Ambrose was in first grade when he first started riding the railbus. 

The interurban was definitely “more economical our 
parents didn’t have to worry about anything or pay,” Ambrose 
said. On the weekends, they would sometimes take the railbus 
to Goose Creek for grocery shopping with their parents. 
Goose Creek was considered as the commercial district of  the 
Tri-Cities at that time. The last run was at 10 p.m., so they 
knew whatever they had to do as long as it was before then. 

Eugenia retired from Exxon after 

18 years of  being a lab technician. 
This year the Baytown Historical Preservation Association 

2018 is releasing its limited-edition tree ornament that has the 
exact drawing from one of  the original tickets of  the interurban 
that Eugenia donated. Ambrose will also be grabbing one of  
the first ornaments and he works for the Baytown Historical 
Museum as a guide. He is one of  the only guides that is bilingual 
so he helps when the ESL classes come in for a field trip. 

“The interurban was part of  our childhood, 
I have very fond memories of  it,” Eugenia said.

Ornaments for sale now

This year’s Baytown Historical Preservation 
Association’s 2018 Christmas tree ornaments feature the 
Interurban Railbus, a popular mode of  transportation 
that connected Baytown with the Big Town.

The interurban system ran from 1927 to 1948 when it was 
dismantled to make way for fuel and diesel powered buses. 
The ornaments can be purchased for $13 each at Sissy’s 
Country at Heart, 622 Morrell St. in Baytown. Sissy’s is open 
Wednesday through Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  For 
more information, call 832-457-4323. Ornaments can also be 
ordered online at www.baytownhistory.org under “Gift Shop.”

Proceeds from the ornaments benefit the Baytown 
Historical Preservation Association’s operating expenses for its 
historic structures located at the Republic of  Texas Plaza Park. 



BettER care. 
ClosER to home.

Fast, expert care for individuals and families
in a home-like environment.

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

Locally owned and operated.
Patients Emergency Room is a Free Standing,
Full Service EMERGENCY facility open 24 hrs, 
7 days a week to treat ALL Emergencies.
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Denise Arsement, R.N.

Cheryl Harris, Auditor

Meet our

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

Cheryl Harris is an auditor at Patients Emergency Room, and has been at the ER 
since the beginning. Cheryl has worked in freestanding ERs for several years, but 
has found her home at Patients ER. When not at work, Cheryl is also the care giver 
to her mother. You will always fi nd Cheryl traveling and trying new places to eat. 

As a child, Cheryl lived in Guam, Myrtle Beach and then to Germany in her high 
school years. She hopes to one day visit Germany again to see how much it has 
changed.

A fun fact about Cheryl is that she is the oldest employee to work at Patients ER, 
so she is excited she will get to retire fi rst!

Denise Arsement is a registered nurse at Patients Emergency Room. Denise is 
from Dayton, and knew pretty early on she wanted to be a caregiver. She realized 
in high school a nursing career was defi nitely her calling. To make that dream a 
reality, Denise attended Lee College to become a licensed vocational nurse and 
then a registered nurse. Denise has now been taking care of people for 40 years, 
and thoroughly enjoys getting to do it close to her hometown.

“I love working at Patients ER because it is such a family atmosphere with my co-
workers and the community,” said Arsement.

Denise is married to Hallis Arsement Jr. and together they have three children and 
three grandchildren. She enjoys spending time with her family, raising chickens 
and gardening.



Mike Hines is a paramedic at Patients Emergency 
Room. He joined the ER in January of 2017, and is so 
happy to work with employees that feel like family.

“I love how the owners of this facility treat their 
employees as family. It is also nice to see that all 
of the employees show compassion to all of the 
patients we see here,” said Hines.
Mike truly loves being a paramedic because he 
has a big heart and enjoys helping people. The 
philosophy he lives by is if you love what you do, 
you will never work a day in your life.

When not treating patients, Mike enjoys hiking, 
biking, hunting and fi shing. You will also fi nd him 
with his wife, Cheyanne, and their one-year-old son, 
Thomas.

stic Staff  . . .
Mike Hines, Paramedic

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521



Located at the feeder road of
I-10 & 146

Fast, expert care for emergencies big and small. We’re here 24/7.
PH: (281) 576-0555 | 10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

Thank you, Baytown, 
for voting us #1 Hometown ER AGAIN!

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Thank you Bayttownn
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September 2, 1995 became a life changing day for Suzie 
Gonzales of  Baytown. The day her sweet angel came into 
this world and made one of  the biggest impacts in her life.

Jonathan Dylan Gonzales was born, and since that day 
Suzie dedicated her life to making it the best for him. 
Before the special day though an accident occurred in 
where Jonathan’s life had changed. 

Suzie was in New Orleans when she had a car accident; 
the steering wheel hit her stomach hard. When she 
was taken to the hospital, at first, they couldn’t find a 
heartbeat. Suzie was already 4-5 months pregnant with 
Jonathan; the doctors told her it might be a cancerous 
tumor.

Jonathan was only expected to live for two months after 
birth. Jonathan was able to live until July 30, 2018 at the 
age of  22. 

Since the past year he had started getting sick and Suzie 
was caring for him. He was staying at Grandma’s one day 
and he had a fever. They took him to the ER where he 
started breathing heavily. They soon found out he had 
damaged lungs and he had to get oxygen tubes put in him. 
After just 10 days they went right back to the hospital 
and he got pneumonia where he stayed at the hospital for 
another two and half  months.

His life outside of  the hospital was just like any other 
boy. He went to Sterling High School for five years. He 
then went to Lee High School for his senior year and 
graduated with his brother Juan in Class of  2017. He 
also went to prom in a limousine and had a sweetheart 
Bethany that accompanied him through prom and most 
of  their high school years. Bethany cared and adored 
Jonathan.

Although, Jonathan was not able to see, talk, or walk so 
many people knew and loved him. Suzie was fortunate to 
be surrounded by many family and friends. Jonathan was 
a sweet angel who created special memories and moments 
for Suzie Gonzales and her family. Jonathan had four 
other siblings, they all loved him and dedicated to making 
him have the best life he could have.

The story of  Jonathan shows us that no matter what, 
never give up.

Baytown Life

By Gaby Torres

Sweet Angel, Jonathan

Clockwise from top left: Suzie Gonzales kisses Jonathan on 
the cheek. Suzie holds Jonathan's hand during one of his 
hospital stays. Jonathan's graduation photo from Lee High 
School in 2017. Jonathan and his friend and sweetheart, 
Bethany stand together. 

Photos courtesy of Suzie Gonzales
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Food & Drink

We tend to think of  September as a month centered around 
everything "Back to School" related, but it also has an array of  
national food holidays. September 18 is National Cheeseburger Day.

This month's food feature is the infamous Rooster Burger from 
Rooster's Steakhouse.

Rooster's Steakhouse is family-owned and first opened its doors in 
1977. Located at the corner of  West Texas Avenue and North Main, it 
is a local favorite that serves mouth-watering, homestyle entrees, and 
their award-winning Rooster Burger.

The burger is made with a homemade 1/2 pound all-beef  patty and 
served with your choice of  french fries or hand-cut steak fries.

Rooster's Steakhouse has become and remained a life-long 
tradition for many Baytonians. It's unique history, the owners and the 
homestyle comfort food draw people in from all over Texas.

Rooster's Steakhouse is located at 6 West Texas Avenue. For more 
information, visit www.roostersincbaytown.com, their Facebook page, 
or call 281-422-5327.

National
Cheeseburger
Day

Photo by Preslie Cox
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When a football player dreams of  his future, he aspires to follow the 
greats who play in the NFL

Athletes like JJ Watt, Antonio Brown, Ezekiel Elliott and Tom Brady 
all stand out and rightfully so. But athletes could do far worse than 
turning out like Jabari Gilbert. The Lee graduate has made the most of  
his opportunities. Following a run with the Ganders, Gilbert signed with 
the University of  Incarnate Word where he played wide receiver and ran 
track. 

Gilbert graduated in May with a Masters Degree in Business 
Administration but he was not ready to give up on his dream of  playing 
football at the next level. He went to the Seattle Seahawk rookie camp as 
a defensive back. The Seahawks opted not to sign Gilbert but he was not 
finished. 

San Antonio of  the Alliance of  American Football had tryouts and 
Gilbert worked out at wide receiver. After working out, he took his future 
into his own hands. 

Gilbert went and talked to the personnel people and told him the NFL 
looked at him as a defensive back.

“When I was there, I stayed after to talk to the general manager and 
the personnel director,” Gilbert said. “They had me running through 
defensive back drills (after talking to them). I went there to be a wide 
receiver but I notified them that I went to the Seahawks as a cornerback 
and a lot of  NFL teams were looking at me for me as a cornerback. So 
they wanted to see and I guess I showed them.”

Gilbert measures out at 6-2, 200 and runs a 4.35 in the 40-yard-dash. It 
makes him one of  the perfect athletes the AAF is looking to attract. 

The league is built with personnel with the NFL to develop athletes 
and help prepare them for life outside of  football. Mike Reilly, a former 
head coach for San Diego in addition to Oregon State and Nebraska is 
tabbed to coach San Antonio. 

The opportunity to learn the defensive back position will be a huge 
benefit for Gilbert. 

At the Seattle camp, Gilbert learned how small the room for error is 
in terms of  going to the next level. He talked about guys he watched on 
television make minor mistakes and wind up released. After the camp, he 
knew technique would be important.

“The cornerback position is so technical because if  you have a misstep 
or a misalignment, it can make the world of  difference between getting 
an interception of  someone making a touchdown,” Gilbert said. 

The Seattle camp was also about catch-up for Gilbert as he was 
introduced to a lot of  terms he was unfamiliar with because he had 
played receiver. 

“They came in there with the expectation for us to already know what’s 
going on,” he said. 

Now, Gilbert will have four months to prepare leading into training 

camp. He received his standard playing agreement after the workout. The 
league is made up of  eight teams and they are allowed to sign players with 
a regional tie.

He will spend time in both San Antonio and Baytown getting ready for 
the season, which will begin the week after the Super Bowl The league 
has a television agreement in place with CBS and games will also be live-
streamed.

“The league’s sole purpose is to develop players and send them right 
back to the NFL,” Gilbert said. “That’s what I got from the GM.”

Gilbert has come a long way since his days with the Ganders where he 
was a standout in football, basketball and track. Gilbert also played in the 
Bayou Bowl and graduated in 2013. He has plans for his career but has 
stated he wants to fulfill his dream of  playing football.

“I’ve always expected this from myself,” Gilbert said. “Growing up, 
it was always a goal. I was told I could achieve what I set my mind to. I 
made sure I didn’t do anything to hinder my chances to make it to the 
next level.”

By Michael Pineda

Top: After 
his senior 
season at 
Lee, Jamari 
Gilbert, 
second 
from left, 
was named 
to play in 
the Bayou 
Bowl. Left: 
Jamari's 
team 
headshot for 
University 
of Incarnate 
Word.

Jamari Gilbert | Former Robert E. Lee High School football player

Sports Scene
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MDWeight Loss
Skincare & Laser

Come in today for a FREE skin analysis!

www.mdweightlosscenter.com
281-201-8243

3711 Garth Rd. Suite 160 
Baytown, TX 77521

Daniel N. Nguyen, MD
Medical Director

D i l N N MD

No insurance? No Problem!
Special Financing Available for 

Patients Without Insurance

•Facials 
•Hydrafacials 
•Photofacials 
•Chemical Peels 

•Laser Hair Removal 
•Body Contouring
•BOTOX/Xeomin
•Eyelash Extensions

•Medically supervised weight loss programs

Put Your Best 
Face Forward!

All teachers and school administrators 
get 20% off  Procedure Packages.

5445 I-10 East | Baytown, TX 77521
Sales: (281) 837-3820 | Service: (866) 747-4608

Let us help 
you with your 

automotive needs!

The Baytown Sun
281-422-8302

www.baytownsun.com
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PPEERR MMMOONNNTTHH!!
RRegguular ppriccee $111.550 ppeer mmoonnth

Give your college student the gift 
of current events from home!

CONTACT US!
FOR ALL YOUR AWARD & PERSONALIZATION NEEDS!

From trophies to plaques-FFFFFFFFFFFFrrrrrrrrrrroooooooooooommmmmmmmmmmmm ttttttttttttrrrrrrrrrrrooooooooooooopppppppppppppppphhhhhhhhhhhhiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssss  ttttttttttttoooooooooooo ppppppppppppppplllllllllllaaaaaaaaaaaaqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqquuuuuuuuuuuueeeeeeeeeeessssssssssss---

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

1214 Massey Tompkins, Baytown
Mon -Fri  9am - 5pm

www.awards-engraving.com

1214 Masse Tompkins Ba to n
myhelpdesk@awards-engraving.com

Recognize • Personalize • Reward • AppreciateRecognize • Personalize • Reward • Appreciate

WWEEEE VVVVVEEEEE GGGGGOOOTTTTT YYYYYOOOOOUUUU CCCCCOOOOOVVVVVEEEERRRREEEEDD!
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281-420-1299
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“I’ve been painting murals in the Houston area 
for 25 years. One of  my favorite pieces is the 
Chase Bank mural, which I did in 2000. It was 
about 95 feet tall and 40 feet wide. It was sort of  
a montage of  images representing the history of  
Houston. I loved doing that one, although I was 
up there so high. I used a cherry picker, and it 
was a bit nerve-wracking. When the lift stretches 
up to 95 feet, it tends to move a lot more. I was 
freaked out in the beginning. But I kept thinking, 
either I walk away from this or I overcome the fear.

“I had a lot of  fun with that project. I got to know 
all these people downtown, like the policemen and 
UPS guys. I got to know when workers would take 
their lunch breaks and their smoke breaks. As it 
turned out, I also met my husband. He was in public 
relations there. We’ve been married now for 13 years.

“I don’t just create murals. I’m a visual, small-scale 
painter, too. In the beginning, when I quit teaching 
middle school, I was supporting myself  with my 
work. Then, when I was able to get some big mural 
jobs through corporations like Exxon and JP Morgan 
Chase, financially it was just a win-win for an artist. 

“So many artists I know really, truly struggle. 
I’ve been fortunate to have opportunities to make 
some bigger sums of  money at different times 
in my career. It definitely helps pay the bills.”

Suzanne Sellers

Suzanne Sellers completed a mural project for the Art 
League of Baytown building on Texas Avenue.

The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz

Through The Baytown Project, David Berkowitz shines a light 
on everyday people in the greater Baytown area. Follow along at 
thebaytownproject.com, or on Facebook and Instagram.

Discover
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Tim Kuykendall
“My heart has always 

been kind of  connected 
to nature. I grew up in 
Van Horn out in far 
West Texas. You could 
walk outdoors, and there 
would be mountains 
and wildlife everywhere. 
I used to be out in the 
woods all the time, 
fishing, hunting and 
things like that. And I 
always kept it clean, or 
at least better than it 
was when I showed up. 

“I feel the same here. 
Jenkins Park is like my 
home away from home. 
This is such a beautiful 
place. When I would 
come out here to walk 
and ride my bike, I 
would see all this trash 
on the ground. I guess 
it’s just careless people 
throwing it everywhere. 
So I told myself, if  I’m 
going to come here and 
enjoy the park, I may 
as well do my part to 
pick it up a little bit; try 
to show a little respect. 

“I work a four-on, 
four-off  schedule 
at an oil terminal in 
Channelview. On my 
days off, you’ll probably 
find me here picking 
up this stuff. Maybe 
I watched too much 
Captain Planet as a 
kid. But you’ve got to 
do something, right?”

Accompanying Tim Kuykendall on his cleanup outings is his rescue dog, 
Dexter, who enjoys chasing squirrels.

The Baytown Project by 
David Berkowitz
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“My grandmother only made it up to seventh grade. All the other 
women before her on her side didn’t get further than that. So she 
wanted something better for me. She made sure I understood the 
importance of  a good education. 

“I was pregnant in my senior year of  high school, and I had my 
daughter after graduation in September. I knew it was going to be a real 
challenge, but I had to go to college. It was my way out of  poverty. It 
was my ticket out. So I came to Lee College. It’s where things started to 
happen for me.”

Years later, after working as a juvenile probation officer and gang 
intervention counselor in Houston, she returned to her Baytown roots 

as a case manager for the Communities in Schools program at Robert 
E. Lee High School. Then came an opportunity to return to Lee 
College as HSI (Hispanic Serving Institution) STEM grant director and 
Puente Project coordinator. She now serves as executive director of  
HSI Initiatives.

“My philosophy is that I'm here every single day for the students. 
We’re constantly looking at how we can improve what we’re doing to 
serve them. It’s been such a great experience for me. I’ve worked really 
hard to get to this point in my life. It’s like I’ve come full circle. I truly 
feel that I’ve found my career home in higher education.”

The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz

Victoria Marron

With bachelor’s and master’s degrees under her belt, Victoria Marron is pursuing a doctor of education degree in ethical 
leadership.
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Food & DrinkG A M E  D A Y
B E E R G A R I T A S

Fall is near, which means cooler weather, football games and holiday 
parties.

Get creative this year at your next tailgate or backyard bash by mixing 
up a few Game Day Beergaritas. They are a simple and delicious cocktail 
that will easily become a fan favorite for your next football party.

INGREDIENTS
• 1 12 ounce can of frozen limeade concentrate
• 16 ounces of light beer (2 cans)
• 3/4 cup good quality tequila
• course salt and lime wedges for garnish

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Prepare the limeade according to package directions 

(usually you add 4 1/2 cans of water)
2. Stir in the beer and tequila. Use more or less tequila to taste.
3. Dip the top of each margarita glass in water (or use lime 

wedge to coat the top of the glass in lime juice) and then in 
salt to create the salt rim.

4. Serve over ice with lime wedges and add a little football for 
garnish and you're ready for a touch down!

Photo by Preslie Cox



Have you 
noticed that 
the migrating 
hummingbirds 
have arrived? 
More 
butterflies 
seem to be 
around as 
well. Instead 
of  filling 
those feeders, 
perhaps a better choice would be to plant host 
and feeding plants for these tiny friends.

 Butterfly habitat is in a critical stage in this 
country, due to our passion for large mowed 
lawns, which take away much of  our weedy 
wildscapes  In addition, what flower beds are 
planted do not always contain plants that would 
be of  help to sustain these populations. When 
you add the indiscriminate use of  insecticides, 
it adds up to a triple whammy for keeping 
these creatures at populations large enough to 
continue in the future.

 When folks see caterpillars on their flowers 
and vegetables, they immediately reach for the 
bug spray. Most of  these “worms” are larvae of  
moths and butterflies. A decision needs to be 
made about whether a perfect rose or tomato 
is worth a dead butterfly. Sometimes it is, 
sometimes it isn’t. But awareness is the point; an 
informed decision, however painful, is a better 
decision. Hand-picking a caterpillar off  one 
plant can be more effective, and better for your 
health, than broadcasting insecticides into the 
garden.

 Placing plants for butterflies to feed upon 
is one thing; they also need “host” plants that 
will house the caterpillars that will then cocoon 

and become butterflies.  Most folks have heard 
about the Monarch butterflies and their need 
for milkweed plants. Placing milkweed among 
your other plants can not only provide that 
critical habitat for the monarchs, but when they 
totally devour the milkweed in the space of  
a few hours, your bed still looks presentable, 
because the milkweed is tucked in among other 
plants. And think of  old-fashioned plants 
when you plan, like lantana and zinnias, which 
the butterflies like to sit and feed upon.  One 
more thing – if  it has been very dry, consider 
providing a patch of  mud near your butterfly 
plants.  The butterflies get minerals from playing 
in the mud!

 Hummingbirds are also affected by these 
same sorts of  issues. They need flowers that are 
ideally of  a shape that suits their beaks, usually 
of  a tubular shape. Liatris, pentas, salvias and 
shrimp plants all provide these flowers. Think 
about how red, orange, yellow, white, pink, blue, 
purple, and lavender would look in your beds – 
all attract the hummingbirds. And if  you do use 
feeders, keep them reasonably small, and change 
their contents frequently.  Spoiled sugar-water 
can harm these fascinating creatures. Lists of  
appropriate flowers for hummingbirds and 
butterflies can be found on the web. 

 Now, back to the garden: flower bulbs should 
be showing up soon in the stores; buy now 
and throw them in the chiller, to plant around 
Christmas and New Year’s Day.  Nasturtium 
seeds can be sown, as well as bluebonnets and 
poppies; snapdragons and other cool-weather 
flowers should begin to show up in the garden 
centers in pots for planting. 

 If  you’re thinking vegetables, now is the time 
to “go green.” Chard, collards, spinach all can 
be started from seed now. Many herbs do very 

well in our fall and winter weather, so look for 
oregano, parsley, cilantro and rosemary, if  you 
don’t have them already. Having a fall crop of  
tomatoes for Thanksgiving is always a comfort; 
get the plants in now and you’ll have braggin’ 
rights. Strawberries may begin to show up in 
stores: varieties best for our area are Chandler, 
Sequoia, Allstar, and Cardinal. Plant them high; 
strawberries hate wet feet, and they don’t like 
snails and slugs, either. Mulching the plants with 
hay helps both these issues.

 A lot of  folks are noticing fall webworms 
in the nut trees right now. This is usually the 
big infestation time. Once again, these are 
caterpillars.  If  you can break the bag open, the 
birds will solve your problem, but you can also 
get some BT (bacillus thuringensis) insecticide in 
the bags and kill the caterpillars. Unfortunately 
with pecan trees, the webworm sacks are usually 
too high to reach.  

 If  you have a lot of  house plants that have 
been spending their summer on the patio, you 
might want to start a plan of  action for their 
transfer back inside. First, check the plants for 
any infestations of  scale, aphids, or ants who 
have decided the pots are nice places to nest!  
Trim them up, give them a light feeding, and tidy 
up the outsides of  the pots. If  you can begin 
to slowly change them from full sun to partial 
sun to shade, they will be less likely to lose their 
leaves and look forlorn when you get them into 
the low-light conditions inside. When you do 
move them in (usually when that first big front 
comes in October), remember that the humidity 
levels are considerably drier inside. Don’t leave 
them standing in water, which is worse than 
not watering at all, but try to raise the moisture 
level by misting or leaving a pan of  water to 
evaporate nearby.

Habitats for Butterflies & Hummingbirds
By A. Lynette Parsons

Baytown Life

34Greater Baytown September 2018 A. Lynette Parsons is a master gardener and 
Chambers County resident.

By A. Lynette Parsons
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1. To help fund my college education I was a radio disc 
jockey. 

2. I graduated from Yuma High School in Arizona. We 
were known as the Criminals. Seriously. Google it. 
Our mascot was a convict dressed in black and white 
striped prison garb with a ball and chain around his 
ankle. In its early years the high school was housed at 
the infamous Yuma Territorial Prison. 

3. In high school I participated in wrestling and 
gymnastics. 

4. I won the push-up championship while serving in the 
United State Coast Guard. 

5. While stationed at Governors Island in New York 
City, I had the opportunity, through the USO, to see 
a Broadway Play or see the Johnny Carson Show.  I 
went to the Johnny Carson Show. When I married 
Darlene, who early in her career taught drama, she 
could not believe it. Consequently, I took her to New 
York so she could help me acquire some culture. 
Though I really did enjoy Johnny Carson. 

6. I was born in Detroit, Michigan. 

7. I worked at El Paso Community College for 36 years 
prior to my arrival at Lee College. 

8. Another job while going to college was serving as the 
head custodian at a church. 

9. I have six beautiful grandchildren, five girls (including 
twins) and one boy (Mercedes, Pierce, Alexandra, 
Emily, Madison and Ella). 

10. Darlene and I debated during college, with our 
biggest claim to fame coming when we beat the Air 
Force Academy.

Dr. Dennis Brown
Lee College President

10 things you 
didn’t know about

Discover
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The Promise Center

1.

The Promise Center is a place that lives up to 
its name. 

Started in 1999 as a chapter of  Gen. Colin 
Powell’s America’s Promise, it has spent much 
of  the last 19 years helping people improve their 
lives while making sure their needs were met at 
the same time. They serve Baytown’s youth and 
families in various ways. 

The Promise Center’s Board President Fred 
Aguilar said most of  the volunteers are high 
school students.

“They are students themselves,” Aguilar said. 
“They help along with a few adult volunteers. 
But that is what drives our class. The more 
volunteers we have, the more students we can 
have. We are always looking for volunteers, 
especially to help write grants.” 

Barbara Hinojosa, the board’s secretary, runs 
the center’s after-school study club on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. It includes about 25 kids in 
kindergarten up to fifth grade. 

“They get help with their homework, 
especially if  parents do not speak English,” 
Hinojosa said. “Some students need a little extra 

help since they are challenged in different ways.”
The Promise Center’s board is very diverse, 

and all bring something to the table. It includes 
Baytown city council members, Lee College 
students, business owners and teachers. 

Jerry Jacob Shafer, a board member who is 
a teacher at Peter E. Hyland Center, said the 
center is geared to help everyone. 

“Basically, our mission is to interconnect 
with the community and make sure we have all 
aspects of  people in Baytown benefit from what 
we are doing,” Shafer said. “And this makes 
people have the support they need when it is 
needed and lets us connect with the community 
that goes beyond the average.” 

Some of  the things the center does include 
an annual health fair, where Baytonians can 
have all of  their health resources in one place. 
The United Way of  the Greater Baytown Area 
and Chambers County, The Love Network, 
the Houston Food Bank, Chambers Health, 
Covestro, local churches and insurance 
companies all support this effort. 

The center has also given away over 500 

backpacks to needy kids thanks to State Sen. 
Sylvia Garcia, Walmart and the Port Houston. 
Another outreach they do is a summer camp 
for elementary school children. Goose Creek 
CISD Trustee Agustin Loredo III and Baytown 
Councilwoman Laura Alvarado help put this 
event together. 

They will also put on a concert series called 
the iHeart Promise Getdown with local bands 
playing various types of  music Sept 15 at the 
center. Poets also read their work at the event.  

On Oct. 20, the center is having a Comic 
Book Symposium. Among the speakers are 
Lauro Guerra, a comic book illustrator, Emerald 
Dragon owner Norris Coleman, Chris Chomiak 
and Bedrock City Comics owner Richard Evans. 
They are also having a benefit dinner Oct. 4 
with Brigadier Gen. Rick Noriega speaking at 
IMPACT Early College High School. 

The Promise Center is located at 2609 Market 
St. #A, Baytown. They can be reached at 713-
825-3238.

2.

empowering children while providing their needs

By Matt Hollis

Discover
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1. Rebecca Dixon-Egyir  2. Daniel Ramirez, 5 3. Volunteers and Promise Center Summer Science Camp participants 
4. Sterling High School physics teacher, Scott Johnson, gives a demonstration on electromagnets and resonance. 5. College 
student volunteer, Amaya Avaloz, demonstrates surface tension to Sophia Ramirez.

4.

Photos by Preslie Cox

Group photo courtesy of Valerie Adame3.

5.
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MEET YOUR REALTOR

Eastside
Each Offi ce is independently Owned and Operated

Gay Lynn Milliorn
REALTOR®
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Cell: 832-262-6828
Offi ce: 281-839-7889
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4515 Ferry Rd. 
Baytown, TX 77520

Karla Opryshek
Broker/Associate

CRS, ABR, MRP, ASR, 
NHS, MCNE

281-433-2281 | 4500 N. Main
kopryshek@cbunited.com REAL ESTATE AGENT
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REALTOR®
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Local Scene

Rolling out a labor of  love
All year, Mac Williamson, better 

known as Fat Mac, works in his 
warehouse near Baytown Junior School 
on Christmas presents. 

Fat Mac knows the true meaning of  
the season and he’s a blessing to many.

For the past 16 Christmases, Mac has 
given away bicycles, sometimes upward 
of  500, to children.

No forms to fill out; no questions.
“Kids are my main objective cause I 

love them to death,” Mac said.  
Each year on Christmas Day, the 

retired Baytown police officer starts his 
yearlong tradition of  repairing bikes for 
the next Christmas.  

“It’s more than worth it to see the 
smiles and expressions on the kids 
faces,” Mac said.

Throughout the year, Mac accepts 
donations of  both adult and children 
bicycles. 

“People give me the adult bikes and 
what I do is try to sell those, which 
helps me buy my training wheels,” he 
says.

Fat Mac’s holiday tradition started 
during his days on the police force.

“I came to know so many people and 
little kids would always come up to me 
asking for a bicycle. And so I would buy 
them a bicycle and from there on out it, 
just grew and grew and grew,” he said.   

And he has no intention of  stopping.
“I’ll keep doing this till the day I 

die. Or until I get to a point where I 
physically can’t fix them anymore.” 

To donate a new or used bike, call 
Mac at 281-424-7241 or 281-728-2353.

By David Bloom
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Top left: A line 
of bicycles stand 
outside of Fat 
Mac's shop.  
Bottom left and 
above: Fat Mac 
sits inside his shop 
before working 
on bicycles for 
Baytown children 
this Christmas. 
Left: A group of 
bicycles that are 
ready for children 
sit in a section 
of Fat Mac's 
workshop.

Photos by Preslie Cox



Guests were invited Thursday, August 9 to attend Baytown Little Theatre’s dress rehearsal of “The 

Wizard of Oz” at Lee College Performing Arts Center courtesy of United Way of Greater Baytown Area 

& Chambers County.  BLT's Oz performances were directed by Samuel Estrada Gorashco.

Kathy Jaeger and 
Angie Shuttlesworth

Mary Litton and Walter Stricklin 
of Lee College

Jackie Whitaker, Lynne Foley and 
Ann Oyler

Micheal, Nikki, Isabella and 
Tristan Estrada

3-year-old Wyatt McLeroy discovers 
spotlights on the floor of the Lee College 

Performing Arts Center.

Gail Kenny, Missy Malechek, Rhonda Barker and 
Jaqueline Whitaker before the dress rehearsal of 
The Wizard of Oz.

Isabel Estrada, Liam Ramirez, 
Rogan Robinson, Olga Estrada, 
Tristan Estrada & Aiden Ramirez

Photos by Carol Skewes

Local Scene



The Square on the Ave
D A N C E  F I T N E S S

Local Scene

Baytown offers dance fitness classes every Monday 
and Wednesday from 7-8 p.m. at Town Square on 
Texas Avenue.

Dance fitness is a type of  group exercise class that 
incorporates some or many forms of  dance. It's a full 
body aerobic workout, divided into different tracks 
that provide a range of  intensity. The overall intensity 
of  a class varies depending on the style you're doing.

Dance fitness classes offer a relaxed environment 
where you can really let your inhibitions go, get the 
results you want, learn some new moves and meet 
some great people along the way.

Taking part in dance fitness regularly will increase 
your fitness, transform your body, boost your 
confidence, and ease stress. You'll also pick up some 
fantastic new moves you can show off  when the dance 
floor calls.

Whether you're hoping to lose weight or tone up (or 
even if  you just get bored of  doing the same routine 
too much), you'll get the results you want faster by 
keeping your body challenged and always guessing. 
Mix up your regime by doing a few different classes. 
The more styles you do, the more you keep your body 
on it's toes.

The City of  Baytown - Parks and Recreation hosts 
Dance Fitness - Baytown Free Fitness Classes at the 
Baytown Town Square, 213 W. Texas Avenue every 
Monday and Wednesday evening. Dance Fitness 
classes are taught by instructor, Reanna Arreola.

Call 281-420-6597 or visit www.baytown.org for 
more information.

Photos by Preslie Cox
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As we start up the new ethylene unit at our Baytown Olefins Plant, 
we thank the community for your partnership during construction. 
We are proud of the growth and benefits the project has brought  
to our city, including more than 10,000 jobs and an estimated  
$870 million annually to the regional economy. 

We’ve called Baytown home for almost 100 years and are excited  
for what’s to come. As we grow, our commitment to safety, the 
environment and our community remains unwavering. 


