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TAKING TIME FOR YOUR 
HEALTH MEANS MORE TIME 
FOR WHAT MATTERS.

For many women, family and career come first. That’s why  
Houston Methodist makes it easier to fit your health into your  
busy routine. You’ll receive personalized preventive and wellness 
care you need to live the healthy life you want. And when 
necessary, you have access to the most advanced technology  
and specialty services available.

See our women’s specialists for
•  Gynecologic services including well-woman exams
•  Obstetrics, pregnancy and reproductive health
•  Mammograms and breast cancer treatment
•  Osteoporosis prevention and detection

Visit houstonmethodist.org/womens-health to learn more  
or call 713.790.3333 for an appointment.

Central – Texas Medical Center
East – San Jacinto
Northwest – Willowbrook
Southeast – St. John

Southwest – Sugar Land
West – Katy
North – The Woodlands
(opening in 2017)
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Huge Labor Day Sale
September 3rd from 10am -3pm

Home Decor | Furniture | Candles | Pillows | Boutique Items

(281) 573-3339 | Mon-Fri:  8:30am-5:30pm Sat: 10am - 3pm | 7532 FM 3180

SUMMER
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Living on the Gulf Coast allows us a lifestyle that 
some have never experienced.

Our summer kicks off with a visit to our very own 
Pirates Bay Waterpark. We had some fun moments 
with the lifeguard team who will be looking out for 
everyone this summer season.

Our water loving lifestyle involves swimming pools, 
waterparks and beaches.

In this edition, we meet a family that lost their cat.  
It’s a touching journey how the cat was reunited with 
her family, thanks to the organization A Life to Live.

 Learn about Lee College’s project to digitize oral history 
interviews. Tourism director Anna Yowell hears her great-
grandmother’s voice for the first time in more than 40 years.   

We take a close look at how drone technology improves safety 
and efficiency at Chevron Phillips.

Our weekend traveler takes us to the Kemah Boardwalk, a short 
drive for great food, a ferris wheel and fun entertainment.

A special treat for all of us HGTV fans, The Property Brothers have 
been filming in Galveston and took the time to talk with us about 
what they have been up to on the island.

We picked two of our winners from Readers’ Choice, the best 
margarita and the best bar to visit up close and personal.

As each edition of Greater Baytown comes together, we enjoy 
meeting all the interesting people and sharing stories with you.

Summertime is my favorite time living on the coast with beautiful 
sunsets on the water.

We hope you have a memorable summer and stay cool, and don’t 
forget your sunscreen!

Welcome to Greater Baytown

Janie Gray
Publisher



Syed A. Khalid, DDS, MS

4450 Baytown Central Blvd.  Baytown, TX 77521
(281) 427-5118 Fax: (281) 428-8529

 Syed A. Khalid, D.D.S., M.S., is a specialist in 
periodontics who is well trained and experienced in 
Advanced Bone Grafting Procedures, Conscious IV 
Sedation, and Implantology.
 Dr. Khalid is a Diplomate of the American Board of 
Periodontology, a status attained by approximately half 
of the Periodontists practicing in the United States. 
 Dr. Khalid’s membership in numerous professional 
organizations and societies associated with continuing 
education include the following:
 
• American Academy of Periodontology
• American Dental Association
• Texas Dental Associations
• Greater Houston Dental Society
• Greater Houston Society of Periodontists
• Southwest Society of Periodontists
Dr. Khalid is committed to detail, quality of care, and 
patient education

LANAP™ - Gum Surgery Alternative 
for Baytown TX

 LANAP™ is a gentle, conservative, non- 
invasive method of treating gum disease without 
cutting, suturing or removing tissue.

 Using a precision laser, our periodontist is 
able to destroy up to 99% of the disease causing 
bacteria in the periodontal pockets. 
Because there is no defense against the 
laser, the bacteria can not adapt and avoid 
elimination as with antibiotic treatment.

For more information visit:
www.baytownperiodontics.com
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One million 
customers

By Christopher James 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

When the City of  Baytown first decided to build a waterpark, 
consultants told city staff  they could expect a maximum 
number of  visitors to hit 120,000 a year, which seemed 
impossible at the time. But they were wrong. 

Pirates Bay has becoming far more popular than anyone ever 
expected, and this June city officials expect to welcome the 1 
millionth customer. 

“When we were doing the Aquatics Facility Master Plan, the 
consultants came out and said you can expect 70,000 the first 
year, 80,000 and then 90,000 and probably up to 120,000 a 
year,” said Parks and Recreation Director Scott Johnson. “And 
we laughed at them and said you guys are nuts, we’re never 
going to have that many people — that would be awesome if  
we could do that — but we’ll never have that many people. 
And they were wrong, we’ve had a lot of  people and its been 
quite good for the city.” 

“But we never anticipated that many people, not even close,” 
he added. 

Since opening in 2010, Pirates Bay has averaged nearly 
143,000 visitors a year, which will only grow since expanding 
the park. 

When Pirates Bay opened for the season this year, it did so 
with two additional slides geared toward thrill seekers. 

The Baytown Parks and Recreation Department was pleased 
to offer the Aqua Loop — a water slide that drops riders down 
a near vertical slide and into an inclined loop — and the Aqua 
Drop — a free fall drop where riders can reach speeds up to 33 
feet per second. Pirates Bay now offers 14 attractions.  

Furthermore, with the addition of  the slides comes an 
increase capacity of  about 150 people, bringing the capacity up 
to about 1,900.  

But the success of  the water park doesn’t just come from the 
size and attractions the park has to offer, but comes from the 

people that run it. 
Aquatics Director Mike Flinn, who typically arrives at the 

water park at 6 a.m., manages his staff  of  mostly high school 
students in a way that makes it fun all the while ensuring safety 
is the top priority. 

One instance is a new reward system he’s utilized that 
rewards staff  for going above and beyond their duties. Any 
time one of  his staff  does a good deed they get a bead on their 
lanyard. 

One example involved a little girl that wanted to ride a two-
person slide but didn’t have anybody to ride it with. When one 
of  the Pirates Bay lifeguards was going on break, he decided to 
ride with her. 

“Some (beads) are for a really good rescue, or if  you’re doing 
something special when working on kids with first aid we have 
different things that they can do,” said Flinn. “And as they get 
more and more beads, they’ll get different things inside the 
park like a free lunch one day, a free drink, merchandise or 
tickets. As they reach different bead levels they get more stuff.”    

Furthermore, Flinn and his staff  at Pirates Bay have created 
unique events throughout the season to promote the park. 

Events such as Dive in Movie, every Thursday at 8 p.m. 
during the summer; and the ever-popular Itty Bitty Beach Party 
that allows children 5 and under (and accompanying parents) 
to enjoy the park at 8 a.m. on Wednesdays. 

But this season, Flinn is excited to offer Slideapalooza, which 
is an event where they just open the waterslides and the wave 
pool. Details are still being worked out but the event will be 
offered from 8 p.m. to midnight on certain days and will cost 
guests $10 to get in.  

Pirates Bay is currently open for its eighth season from 10 
a.m. – 7 p.m. Saturday and Sunday and is open 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday.  

Admission is $20 per anyone 48 inches and above and $15 
for anyone below 48 inches tall. Monday through Thursday 
after 4 p.m., admission is $10.



Pirate’s Bay
story continued

Bicentennial Park, 1001 Market St. | Baytown, TX
www.baytown.org/july4 • 281-420-6597

July 3
6:00 – 7:30                                            PM Mambo Jazz Kings
8:00 – 9:30                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        PM Grand Funk Railroad

July 4
7:00 AM 28th Annual Baytown
Bud Beat The Heat Run
4:30 – 5:30 PM Picture Book
5:30 – 6:00 PM 4th of July Parade

6:00 – 7:30 PM Al White & The Chaparral Band
7:45 – 8:00 PM 4th of July Ceremony
8:00 – 9:30 PM Josh Turner
9:30 – 10:00 PM Fireworks Extravaganza

Free Event

Pirates Bay Waterpark
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Bella Two-Piece Block Heel Sandals
Wear these fun and flirty floral heels by Madden Girl 
out on a fun summer night! 
Available at Macy’s located in Baytown’s San Jacinto Mall.

MICHAEL Michael Kors
Kendrick Slip-On Espardrille Flats in 
Pale Gold. These Kendrick Slip-Ons by 
Michael Kors are as bright as the sun. Available at 
Macy’s located in Baytown’s San Jacinto Mall.

MICHAEL Michael Kors
MK Shiny Thong Flip-Flops in Icy Turquoise and 
Mimosa Stay stylish even on those quick summer trips 
with these MK Shiny Flip-Flops in Icy Turquoise and 
Mimosa colors. Available at Macy’s located in Baytown’s 
San Jacinto Mall.

Protect your eyes from 
the sting of  the sun while 
keeping your style in 
check with these Polarized 
Sunglasses by Luenx.

Guy Harvey Men’s Sailfish Straw 
Fishing Hat
Use this Guy Harvey Straw 
Fishing Hat on your weekend out 
with the guys. 

Beat the heat but keep your 
color with Neutrogena’s Micro 
Mist Air Brush Sunless Tan 
Spray. Available at Walgreens. 

Coppertone’s Tanning Lotion 
Sunscreen will help you catch 
the rays without feeling the 
burn. Available at Walgreens. 

Ultra Sheer Dry-Touch 
Sunscreen and Ultra Sheer 
body mist sunscreen 
Forget the goopy lotions 
and use Neutrogena’s Sheer 
Sunscreens for lightweight 
protection from the sun. 

Don’t forget 
to keep your 
lips hydrated 
with Burt’s 
Bees Mango 
lip balm.

Prevent peeling 
and restore 
moisture to sun 
soaked skin with 
Aloe Vera Gel.

Accessorize any outfit 
this summer with 
the bursting colors of 
Kendra Scott earrings.

Thalia Sodi
Zella Demi-Wedge Flat Sandals
These dressy yet comfortable shoes by 
Thalia Sodi are perfect for those weekend 
get-togethers. Available at Macy’s located in 
Baytown’s San Jacinto Mall.



11Greater Baytown June 2017

By Rod Evans
trevans@houstonmethodist.org

Studies show that getting one severe sunburn in childhood 
doubles your chances of  getting melanoma, a dangerous type of  
skin cancer, as an adult.

Getting five or more sunburns at any age can double your 
risk for skin cancer in general, according to Dr. Connor Chan, a 
board-certified dermatologist at Houston Methodist San Jacinto 
Hospital. Each year, according to the Skin Cancer Foundation, 
over 5.4 million cases of  skin cancer are diagnosed in the U.S., and 
estimates show that over 10,000 people will die from melanoma 
in the U.S. in 2017. Over the past 30 years, more people have been 
treated for skin cancer than all other cancers combined. 

The SCF recommends using sunscreen with a sun protection 
factor of  30 or greater. This means you have 30 times more 
protection than you would without the sunscreen.

“Be sure to use an ounce of  the stuff  for your entire body, 
equal to a shot glass, and consider SPF 30 or 45 for extra 
protection,” Chan said.

Apply sunscreen 30 minutes before you go into the sun so 
your skin can absorb it. Then reapply every two hours and 
after exercising or going in the water (even if  the sunscreen is 
waterproof  or water-resistant). Avoid peak burning hours between 
10 a.m. and 4 p.m., and wear a brimmed hat and UV-protective 
sunglasses, Chan said.

If  you get sunburned, get out of  the sun and drink fluids 
to prevent dehydration. Soak in a cool bath to relieve pain, or 
take acetaminophen to ease headache, fever or chills. Lightly 
moisturize skin if  you begin to peel, and don’t go out in the sun 
until you’ve healed.

Did You Know?
Your skin is your body’s largest organ, which means you have a 

lot of  surface area susceptible to the sun’s harmful rays, a major 
contributor to skin cancer. Here are a few facts about skin cancer 
to consider.

• Skin cancer is the most common form of  cancer in the U.S., 
accounting for more than half  of  all cancers in the country.

• A change in the size or color of  a mole could be a sign of  
cancer. When checking your moles and birthmarks, remember 
your “ABCDs”: watch out for asymmetry, irregular border, 
differing color and growing diameter.

• Early detection is key in preventing skin cancer. If  melanoma, 
the most deadly of  all skin cancers, is caught before it spreads, the 

five-year survival rate is 99 percent.
Chan recommends checking your skin monthly for new or 

changing moles and having your primary care doctor perform a 
skin check annually. And, of  course, stay away from tanning beds.

Detection is the key to higher survival rates in skin cancer 
cases. To schedule a skin consultation with a board-certified 
dermatologist at Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital, call 
281-428-2273.

About Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital
Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital has provided Baytown and East 
Houston with quality medical care since opening its doors in 1948. The hospital 
has grown throughout the years with the community, providing comprehensive 
care at all stages of  life. As a health care leader, the hospital is proud to have a 
fully integrated residency program focused on educating and inspiring future 
practitioners. Today, Houston Methodist San Jacinto provides some of  the most 
advanced and innovative procedures while never losing focus on compassionate 
and patient-centered care. Houstonmethodist.org/sanjacinto.

Take steps to be 
Sun Smart this Summer

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Friday, 6:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday, Closed

(281) 427-7401
301 N Commerce Street

Baytown, TX 77520

 Master 
Plumbers 
License # 

M-13753

More than 

76 YEARS 
of Satisfied Customers!

10% Senior Citizen Discount Available

Free Estimates for Equipment Replacement Services

Licensed, 
Bonded & Insured

Established in 1937

Young Plumbing & Heating Company

~F
RE

E~

• Local Calls
• Cable
• High Speed Internet-Access
• Large Pool
• Outdoor Covered Area w/BBQ

Grilled benches
• Meeting Room (Groups up to 40)

Come Check Us Out
For the Best Value & Quality

281-422-3641www.baysinn.com
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By David Berkowitz 
Alyx the cat, who slipped away from home 

in January and ended up at the city animal 
shelter tagged for euthanasia, was reunited 
with her family thanks to rescue/no-kill 
organization A Life to Live.

Jennifer Fergerson and her five children, 
who raised the 3-year-old indoor cat since she 
was a kitten, had given up hope of finding the 
cat with a distinctive short, crooked tail.

“We called some local shelters to see if she 
was there. We looked online because a lot 
of organizations will post pictures. We even 
checked with some Houston agencies, but no 
luck anywhere,” Jennifer said.

“We didn’t know where she was. And since 
we have a canal behind our house, we pretty 
much figured she was gone.”

What the Fergersons didn’t know was that 
Alyx had been picked up as a stray by City 
of Baytown Animal Services on Jan. 25, the 
same day she went missing. There she stayed 
until Feb. 17.

That’s when A Life to Live, a nonprofit 

organization that saves homeless cats and 
dogs from euthanasia, stepped in.

“She had been there so long without being 
adopted, they were about to euthanize her. So 
we rescued her,” said Jay Garrett, founder and 
executive director.

Now called Sandy, Alyx was placed in a 
foster home to await adoption. 

Rescuers completely vaccinated and 
microchipped the cat, checked for spay, tested 
for feline leukemia and AIDS, and provided 
regular heart worm and flea preventative.

Alyx’s photo and description were added to 
A Life to Live’s adoptables page.

In the meantime, the Fergersons, who 
recently moved from Baytown to Crosby, 
decided they were going to adopt another 
kitten after this school year. 

While looking at Baytown Animal Services’ 
Facebook page, they noticed a photo of 
“Female Calico #37957.” It was Alyx.

The Fergersons quickly contacted the 
shelter and learned that A Life to Live had 
taken in Alyx.

“When we saw her photo on A Life to Live’s 
website, we thought she had already been 
adopted,” Jennifer said. “I told the kids that 
while she’s not with us, at least she’s probably 
healthy and in a good home with somebody 
else who loves her.”

However, Jennifer discovered that Alyx still 
was available for adoption. That’s when she 
put on a full-court press to prove that Sandy 
was indeed their Alyx.

Jennifer shared family photos. She 
confirmed that Alyx’s front paws were 
declawed and that the cat had been spayed. 
She also mentioned the funky-looking tail. 

That was all the evidence Garrett needed to 
begin making plans for the reunion April 28 
at PetSmart in Baytown.

Jennifer and her oldest daughter, Anna, 
tried to keep the news that Alyx was coming 
home a secret from the rest of the family.

“While my mom went to see Alyx, I stalled 
the others by taking them to these different 
stores and saying I needed to buy stuff for my 
apartment,” said Anna, 19, a student at Sam 

A cat-tastic 
family reunion

Baytown Sun photos by Lana and David Berkowitz

Alyx hangs out 
at PetSmart 
before her 
family arrives 
to pick her up.
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Houston State University.
After Jennifer tearfully confirmed the 

cat was their Alyx, she called Anna to let 
her know it was OK to bring her sister and 
brothers into PetSmart.

The kids were all smiles, taking turns 

petting and holding the cat they lovingly call 
Chicken Strip.

Alyx is closest to Avery, 18, a student at 
Goose Creek Memorial High School. He got 
the cat when she was about 4 weeks old. 

“It’s kind of crazy,” Avery said. “I never 
thought this would happen. I didn’t think we’d 
see her again.”

It’s the first time something like this has 
happened involving a cat or dog in A Life to 
Live’s program.

“This is why we do what we do. We want 
to interact with the community. We want to 
save lives, especially in this type of scenario,” 
Garrett said.

“This was somebody’s beloved pet. They 
owned her for three years, and it just so 
happened that once in all that time she 
escaped outside. I’m so glad we were there to 
save her.”

The timing couldn’t have been better 
emotionally for the Fergersons. They were 
still coping with the loss of their 8-year-old 
miniature schnauzer to cancer the day after 
Easter.

“We had given up hope of ever being 
reunited with Alyx,” Jennifer said. “The way it 
all turned out, with us just happening to come 

across her picture and the role that A Life to 
Live played in all of this, I guess it was fate. It 
was just meant to be.”

The Fergersons are sold on A Life to Live’s 
mission. Jennifer said she and her children 
would like to volunteer.

“It’s a wonderful thing they are doing,” she 
said. “Baytown and other communities need 
more people like them.”

For more information on A Life to Live, 
visit www.adopttosave.org.

Jennifer Fergerson snuggles with her cat, 
Alyx, during a tearful reunion at PetSmart in 
Baytown.

Thanks to A Life to Live, the Fergerson family is 
reunited with their cat, Alyx. On hand for the 
reunion from A Life to Live are Jay Garrett, far 
left, founder and executive director, and Richelle 
Dallas, far right, foster coordinator. Fergerson 
family members are, from left, Anna, Ayden, 
Avery, Jennifer, Alyssa and Austin.

FULL SERVICE
Baytown’s Oldest

G L A S S  C O M P A N Y
SERVING THE  AREA SINCE 1973.

Residential • Commercial • Auto

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Across from the Police Dept. | joeysglass@verizon.net

281-427-4705 | 3011 N. MAIN
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By Mark Fleming
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Stop me if  you’ve heard this; “A video, a 
podcast and an article walked into a bar …”

What sounds like a new twist on a venerable 
joke set-up is instead a new twist on connecting 
people to stories – a twist you’ll find uniquely 
at Sterling Municipal Library in Baytown.

“We invented it. From scratch. There’s no 
other like it,” Library Director Jamie Eustace 
said of  the library’s newest offer, the Story Bar.

Located just inside the front door of  the 
library at what was once the circulation desk, 
the Story Bar is intended as an entry point in 
more than one sense.

You are invited to pull up a bar stool, put on 
the provided headphones, and explore one of  
three topics. Each topic has an iPad in place 
set up with a variety of  items about that topic. 
On a recent day, you could select between 
“Hamilton – the musical,” “(don’t) Stay 
Thirsty,” and “Fear of  Sleep.”

For each topic, the iPad has a menu of  items 
selected by library staff  that you can watch, 
listen to or read. You might find a clip from 
a podcast, a video with music or an interview, 
a written article, a photo gallery or just about 
anything. 

A podcast, for the uninitiated, is essentially 
a radio broadcast segment that is recorded to 
be listened to on-demand, rather than when 
it is broadcast. Another feature in some is 
something called a TED talk. Coming from an 
acronym for Technology, Entertainment and 
Design, a TED talk is a brief  speech or lecture 
by an expert in a subject about that subject.

Look around the area and you might even 
find some non-virtual printed paper books that 
relate!

The items are curated, Eustace said; that is, 
carefully selected to provide an introduction to 
the designated theme.

You can get a quick taste of  what it’s all 
about in five minutes or so, or spend about a 

half-hour exploring the whole collection of  
sources.

The Story Bar idea isn’t about high-tech 
gadgets, but is an additional approach to what 
is at the heart of  being a library.

“Libraries have always been about stories,” 
Eustace said. “We’re used to it coming 
from a book, but these days stories come 
from everywhere, so we’ve tried to integrate 
podcasts, TED talks, videos, music … it’s just 
other ways to tell stories.”

If  that’s not enough, there are three more 
iPad options on the Story Bar.

One has the subscription version of  the 
online Houston Chronicle. Another has a 
selection of  magazines. A third, “What to Read 
Next,” is there to help when you’re not sure 
what you’re looking for.

Unlike the iPads in the children’s part of  the 
library, the Story Bar features topics more likely 
to be of  interest to adults and teens.

Sterling Municipal Library’s new 
Story Bar is a great place to get 
a taste of what the library has 
to offer. It features three multi-
media introductions to particular 
topics, which will change every 
couple of weeks.

Contributed photo
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MICHAEL 
PINEDA

BESTMargarita
MEXICAN  RESTAURANT

Baytown Sun Readers’ Choice winner 
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You have to hand it to El Toro Mexican restaurant. 
When it comes to finding something the people of  
Baytown can agree about, El Toro fits the bill. 

During a recent Best of  Baytown contest, El Toro 
was voted as having the best happy hour, Mexican 
food, salsa, margaritas and live music venue. That is a 
lot of  things to be the best at. And it warranted further 
investigation. 

Through the wisdom of  my supervisors, (May 
blessings rain down upon them) I was asked to go to El 
Toro and write about its popularity. To be honest, the 

assignment was a little more robust than my typical ventures. I enlisted 
the help of  my good friend Griff. Griff  established himself  as a sports 
photographer during the fall. Prior to that, dating back a decade, Griff  
had established himself  as a good friend who was willing to toss back 
a fair number of  margaritas on the weekend. In fact, he is convinced 
margarita is Spanish for “To make friends.”

It was also good to get Griff  out in the public. In an experience early 
in the week, he had met a member of  the fairer sex that had left him 
somewhat traumatized. Something about her hating men and recently 
released from prison. It was important to get him back in the saddle.

My visit was backed up a day after I learned that Happy Hour was 2 
to 6 p.m. In my prior misspent life, I had been a bartender and was used 
to a 5 to 7 p.m. Happy Hour. Needless to say, it has also been years since 
I had been to a Happy Hour mainly because reporting is not a banker 
hour experience.

When we arrived, we introduced ourselves to our bartender Kenzie, a 
current student at Lee College. When on these type of  outings, I never 
tell people what I am doing. But I figured the truth would be the best 
way to explain the camera and pictures we would take. 

Kenzie said something about not being good at taking pictures so 
I immediately took one so she could become comfortable with the 
concept of  having it taken. Griff  and I also ordered our first margarita 
and began our journey of  discovery.

The Happy Hour margaritas are $3.50 and Griff  and I both ordered 
ours on the rocks. Kenzie did a fine job of  mixing the libation and 
before I knew it, it was time to order another. 

I do think it is important to make an observation. For whatever 
reason, the last sip was always better than the first. I don’t know if  that 
was a trick, but it reminded me of  golf. You can go out and play poorly. 
But if  you hit one good shot, that is what tends to bring you back. 

I know the last sip was so good; it made me want another one.

I don’t know if  Griff  was being rowdy or if  we were starting to be a 
handful.  But we did manage to pick up a second bartender. Bernie had a 
lovely accent I attributed falsely to La Porte. It turned out she is a native 
of  St. Lucie. 

It was about time to uncover the mystery of  why El Toro had the best 
Mexican food and chose to order some Happy Hour appetizers. These 
included nachos, chicken quesadilla and a five-layer dip. The best proved 
to be the five-layer dip. As for other menu items, I can already testify, 
El Toro has a great understanding of  what it is doing when it comes to 
the kitchen.

Griff  discovered there is a habanero salsa in the back. In an effort 
not to steamroll the taste buds of  most guests, the restaurant keeps its 
hotter salsa in the back and it is available upon request, which thrilled 
Griff  to no end.

At this point, we have turned over a couple of  Happy Hour margaritas 
and a pint of  Negra Modelo. 

We asked Bernie and Kenzie their opinion of  what their best margarita 
was and it was Bernie that did the nice selling job. It came down to the 
platinum margarita, which has Patron and the Matador, which has Don 
Julio and Gran Marnier. As a former bartender, I believe Gran Marnier 
belongs in any superior margarita. 

Bernie whipped up a couple and said she could see the satisfaction 
from my eyes when I tried it out. Guess she ignored that fact my eyes 
glazed over as I tried to kill it off  in one swig. Brain freeze be damned.

It was somewhere at this point I asked about the live entertainment I 
had heard about. I didn’t really have expectations for music on a Tuesday 
evening and at that point, would have settled for elevator music. 

I was told the bands play Thursday through Saturday in the evening. 
I expected Mariachi, which I have developed a solid playlist or two for 
friends’ enjoyment. Instead, I was told there are a number of  cover 
bands that play. To be honest, sounded like a nice date idea. 

And talking about ideas, I opted for a different type of  Margarita to 
ensure my research was on point. Credit for this concoction belonged to 
Kenzie. It is called the Red Toro and it belonged in the Matador family 
with pomegranate liqueur included for a very nice tropical feel. 

There are a couple of  more margaritas that are on my to-do list, but 
I can speak very highly of  those that I tried. And more importantly, El 
Toro proved to be a nice place to enjoy a Happy Hour. There was energy 
in the room yet not so overwhelming I could not have a conversation. 

And if  you think I’m lying, check it out for yourself  and join Team 
Pineda in giving it two thumbs up. I don’t always drink margaritas, but 
when I do, I drink El Toro margaritas. Stay thirsty and hungry my amigos. 



“We always have frosted mugs in 
the freezer and the beer we keep 
on ice, we make sure it stays 
covered in ice,” he said. “And 
then we keep our cooler with the 
other beer right at the freezing point.”

Trust me, it’s cold. And Dirty Bay makes it a point to change 
their beer lineup often.

“Trust me, you’ll find something you like here,” Ish 
emphasized.

Dirty Bay is a great venue to have a cold beer and listen to live 
music. It has the feel of  a classic speakeasy, with its original 
brick walls and dark wood throughout. There’s a patio outside 
and a pool room in the back. I’d recommend having two beers.

Ish moved to Baytown with his family as a youngster in 
1990. He graduated from Baytown Lee in 2003. He started 
bartending in 2007 at Bayou City Wings and then moved to 
Horny Toad’s. He’s had a few other gigs, he said it would take 
a lot to get him to leave Dirty Bay.

“The only way I would leave is to open my own bar and I 
want to do that someday here on Texas Avenue,” he said.

Ish added that he has seen business continue to increase 
along Texas Avenue - especially since the City of  Baytown 
opened Town Square and started having regular activities 
there.

“I remember coming to this area when I was a kid and it was 
boarded-up warehouses and run-down,” Ish said. “But the city 
started building it back up and it keeps getting better.”

So what are some of  the traits a good bartender needs to 
survive and thrive behind the bar?

“Personality and patience. Lots of  patience,” Ish said. “But 
we never let a situation progress to the point where it gets out 
of  control.”

Spoken like Baytown’s best bartender.

TEXAS AVENUE -- Call him Ish.
That’s what all the regulars at The Dirty 

Bay Beer Co. call him. But these days, Ismael 
Gonzalez has another moniker -- Baytown’s best 
bartender.

The proof  of  his prowess? Ish was recently 
voted Baytown’s top mixologist in The Baytown 
Sun’s annual Readers Choice awards.

“I have no idea how I won. I didn’t even know 
I was in the running,” said the laid-back Ish, in 
between pouring drinks for Dirty Bay patrons on 
a Thursday night. 

“I just come to work and do my job.”
For the record, Ish also denied using blackmail or any other 

strongarm (or strong drink) methods to coerce votes. Although 
he did laughingly admit to sending a picture of  himself  with 
his award to a bartender at another local watering hole.

One of  the things Ish will do for customers is try to 
customize their drinks. If  you have a thirst for a special taste 
- say something sweet - Ish will do his best to conjure up a 
concoction that’ll satisfy your craving.

“We don’t have any specific drinks I invented or anything 
like that on the menu,” he said. “But if  a customer comes in 
and describes something to me, I’ll throw something together 
for them.”

It’s only fitting that Baytown’s best bartender work in what 
was also voted as Baytown’s best bar.

“I take more pride in us being voted the best bar than I do 
in getting best bartender,” Ish added. “I mean we try to keep 
everybody happy. We clean every night. If  someone wants 
a special beer, we’ll try to order it for them. Certain liquor, 
certain beers... we try to cater to everyone.”

And for all you beer aficionados, Dirty Bay also had the 
beer voted as Baytown’s coldest. Although keeping something 
colder than an ex-spouses heart should be as simple as a matter 
of  refrigeration, Ish said Dirty Bay takes several steps to keep 
their eclectic selection of  beverages on the frigid side.

DOYLE 
BARLOW

Baytown Sun Readers’ Choice winner 

BarBEST

MEXICAN  RESTAURANT
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Kemah Boardwalk Guide
By Rick Cousins

You may never meet Jim Doering, general manager of  the Kemah 
Boardwalk, home to eight restaurants, two exotic pleasure craft, 15 
amusement park rides, one boutique hotel and a variety of  vendors 
and kiosks. But if  you do you’ll note that this 30-year veteran (Six 
Flags, Fiesta Texas) of  the theme park industry wears the same 
bright polo shirt as his 2000 associates and carries a set of  red, 
metallic litter tongs.

Doering is focused on making the Boardwalk the cleanest park 
you’ll ever visit. At intervals, between phone calls and in the middle 
of  sentences, this CEO who supervises a multi-million dollar 
operation owned by billionaire Tillman Fertitta, darts to capture an 
errant napkin, a blowing paper plate or to snag a rolling paper cup.

The Boardwalk is unlike almost any other theme park you may 
know. There are not gates, no entry charge, free parking (see box) 
and few queues of  consequence. You can spend an entire day here, 
complete with live music on weekends, and not be required to part 
with a single dime. Try that at a mainland park, or even at Galveston’s 
Pleasure Pier, which is also owned by Landry’s, Inc., which itself  is 
run by Fertitta.

Doering’s office, hidden upstairs along one of  the many walkway 

turns, is a humble affair, open concept, accented by the sporadic 
passage of  the cars of  the park’s 96 foot-tall, wooden roller 
coaster. The resulting 
roar punctuates both 
conversations and phone 
calls as the tourists rumble 
by less than a dozen feet 
away from his swivel chair. 
It’s a bit like living next to 
a busy airport.

“We’re different by 
design,” Doering said. 
“We take pride in how clean and friendly we are—it’s part of  our 
deliberate guest experience. As for the lack of  gates and entry fees, 
we would rather guests come back time and time again and be able 
to choose single rides or a wristband (for unlimited rides). Our top 
rides now are the Boardwalk Bullet, the train and the Boardwalk 
Beast.”

The Bullet is the roller coaster that Doering practically shares his 
office space with. The trains are two miniatures replicas, one blue, 
one red, of  a steam locomotive which spirals throughout the property 
and the Beast is a 130-passenger thrill ride disguised as what might 
be the world’s largest cigarette boat. Those with heart-conditions 

SPOTLIGHTS KEMAH
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will favor the train. Once the adventurous have conquered the challenges 
of  the roller coaster and boat, they can tackle the scariest-looking ride on 
the Boardwalk. Called DropZone it leaves your feet hanging in space as you 
plunge rapidly down the side of  a gantry which appears to be suspended 
over the tiny seagulls working the water far, far below.

For the confirmed adrenaline junkies, the Iron Eagle offers a two-person, 
side-by-side zip line experience. It runs overhead, creating an industrial air-
brake sound as riders return to earth.

Another surprising difference is just how small the Boardwalk is. Like 
a tiny house, it manages to include the essentials, but compacted in a way 
where one attraction simply flows into or over another, with the entire 
ensemble occupying only 42 acres. It is about 16 miles from downtown 
Baytown or 20 miles from downtown Houston.

Other locals include the Solache family who stood watching their 
offspring as they enjoyed the Wonder Wheel, one of  the tamer rides here 
aimed mostly at the preschool crowd.

“They really like this ride,” said Cruz Solache of  this miniature edition of  
the classic Ferris wheel. The clan are regulars at the park and appreciate not 
having to pay for the rides that their kids are currently too young to access.

There’s also a boutique-style hotel here for those who plan to take in all 
that this attraction offers, which might require an overnight stay. Known 
simply as the Boardwalk Inn, it has just been completely renovated. Its style 
falls somewhere between Adirondack-elegant and shore-side eclectic. It 

has a third-floor balcony 
which provides a free 
public view of  just how 
this jigsaw-like puzzle 
park puts so many rides 
in such a small space.

“The rides were fun, 
educational and exciting,” 
said middle-schooler 
Emily Bennett. Her 
mother, Cheryl Bennett 
added, “We got her out 

of  the house and away from the video games for a day.”
The pair ventured down from the Woodlands with a friend. They said 

that pricing of  the attractions here was about what they expected to spend 
at a park and they were frequent visitors here.

Boardwalk insider--On its best weather days, the Boardwalk will charge $8 or 
more for surface or garage parking, but there’s a semi-secret free load that comes 
with a free water taxi ride. Locals call it the “under the bridge” lot. You can access 
it by turning left at the first light after the Kemah bridge on Texas Avenue, then 
proceed to its end where several acres of free parking lie. There’s a 60-second, 
complimentary boat shuttle to take you across the 60-foot gap which allows yacht 
traffic to travel past the foot of the Boardwalk in order to reach the Bay.



BettER care. 
ClosER to home.

Fast, expert care for individuals and families
in a home-like environment.

Locally owned and operated.
Patients Emergency Room is a Free Standing,
Full Service EMERGENCY facility open 24 hrs, 
7 days a week to treat ALL Emergencies.

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521



Your HOMETOWN ER
IS GROWING!

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

We’re expanding to BettER serve you!
• Doubling the number of beds for active patients
• More specialty areas to increase the opportunities to utilize  
   our entire facility
• Increasing the number of observation rooms to serve more  
   patients in our facility.

So pardon our dust as we grow to better serve you!
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Went to school in Tubingen, 
Germany as well as lived in 
Switzerland all summer

Was first female Federal 
Contractor, on cover of 
Houston Business Journal

Had over twenty-six 
different businesses

Survived an airplane 
crash in Mexico

Ran the New York 
Marathon

Certified GIA Diamond appraiser 
and colored stones which is my 
passion

Drove 18 wheelers 
and bulldozers

Started Shay’s Jewelry with 
$2,000 investment in 1978

Spent three days on the 
Amazon where I got the nick 
name “Dora the Explorer”

My family and my church, traveling, 
flowers, friends and my customers 
are my greatest joy.

Sharon Rogers and Chieftain 
of the Amazon village
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Jessica Krutty, a field support 
engineer for Chevron Phillips 
Chemical in Baytown, monitors 
a drone recently used to scale a 
90-foot process unit in four hours 
for a routine safety inspection  
once a job that took a month to 
complete.

and similar large equipment. These images 
allow us to evaluate the integrity of  the assets 
while reducing risk exposure to our personnel, 
adding value to the site as well as the inspection 
industry.”

As with any process completed on Chevron 
Phillips Chemical property, safety is of  the 
utmost importance and the use of  drones is 
only allowed under adherence to strict federal, 
state, and company regulations. Some of  the 
stipulations involved in operating drones 
for commercial purposes include vetted 
procedures for flight plan, pre-flight and pre-
takeoff  checklists, a certified visual observer, 
an operator certified by the Federal Aviation 
Administration and a host of  company safety 
standards.

Aiding in inspections may not have been the 
driving force behind the development of  drone 
technology, but the petrochemical industry is 
certainly among those reaping the benefits. 
Drones – also known as unmanned aerial vehicles 
or unmanned aircraft systems – have soared past 
their military origins and expanded into a wide 
range of  new applications.

Their ability to capture high-resolution 
photos and video from perspectives previously 
unreachable (except by manned helicopter or 
scaffold) make them well-suited to reliability and 
safety functions in the refining and petrochemical 
industries.

Jessica Krutty, a field support engineer for 
Chevron Phillips Chemical in Baytown, was 
recently tasked with inspecting the piping 
and pipe supports running up and down the 
blending silos of  a 90-foot process unit. This 
visual inspection traditionally takes 20 to 30 
days, considering the time it would take to build 
scaffold up the silos, complete the inspection and 
demolish the scaffold. Instead, Krutty employed 
a 36-inch wide Yuneec H920 remote-controlled 
Hexacopter equipped with a full-sized, high-
resolution DSLR camera to do the job.

“The risk to personnel was reduced 
significantly,” Krutty said. “With the drone 
scaling the tall structure and taking the necessary 
photos, members of  our team were able to keep 
boots on the ground and avoid the potential 
hazards of  working eight stories up and having 
to get their materials up to those heights.”

The 11-pound flying machine made quick 
work of  its task and was able to photograph the 
silos over the course of  four hours, and at a cost 
20 times cheaper than what the plant would have 
spent using traditional methods.

“Scaffolding up the silos would have cost 
about $50,000,” Krutty explains, “and once the 
price of  a crane and engineering is added in, the 
cost is closer to $100,000 - about 20 times more 
expensive than the drone examination.”

With so much to offer, it’s easy to see why these 
machines continue to gain popularity within the 
industry.

“The possible uses of  drones as a tool to 
support the inspection process are endless, 
especially as technology continues to improve,” 
said TechCorr site manager David Beck. “With 
respect to refinery and petrochemical facilities, 
these UASs are currently being utilized to visually 
examine difficult-to-access piping, flare tips, 
vessels, towers and tanks using high-resolution 
cameras. Additionally, these drones can be 
fitted with thermography cameras to identify 
potential areas for corrosion under insulation 
on aboveground storage tank walls, reactors 



Long before Anna Yowell became tourism 
coordinator for the City of  Baytown, she enjoyed 
studying human societies and cultures. As a 
professional archaeologist, excavating sites and 
analyzing artifacts and other physical remains 
fascinated her.

“History has always been in my blood,” Yowell 
said. So imagine how her curiosity was piqued when 
she received an out-of-the-blue email from Donna 
Mohlman at Lee College, asking if  Alice Mae Fayle 
was her great-grandmother. “I was born in 1975 and 
my great-grandmother passed away in 1976. But 
I’m told that I met her on a few occasions,” said 
Yowell, whose maiden name is Enderli. “My parents 
would take me to Green Acres (nursing home) here 
in Baytown so that she could hold me.” Soon after 
Yowell confirmed the family connection, she was 
listening to Fayle’s voice.

Thanks to Lee College’s project to digitize and post 
online almost 200 oral history interviews, Mohlman 
sent Yowell the 12-minute recording of  her great-
grandmother that touched on early life in Baytown.“I was very 
excited to hear her voice after 40 years. I listened to it on my 
phone at lunch because I just couldn’t wait,” Yowell said.“In the 
recording she names her children and grandchildren. When she 
mentions my dad, she says that he has a brand-new baby girl. I 
thought, ‘That’s me.’ It was so neat to hear. She sounded really 
excited about that.”

Mohlman began working part time at Lee College in January 
as a special projects librarian. Among her tasks was to secure 
signed release forms from relatives of  all the people interviewed 
for three sets of  oral history recordings: a Baytown collection, 
veterans collection and World War II collection. Fayle was 
among those interviewed for the Baytown collection, which 

was a project of  Sterling Municipal Library and Lee College 
primarily in the 1970s and 1980s.“I felt like an old-time reporter, 
trying to track down everybody. You’re looking in phone books, 
reading obituaries, and doing whatever else you can to find 
these descendants,” Mohlman said. “When I typed in the name 
Alice Fayle, the only thing that I was able to read online was 
a birth announcement in The Baytown Sun. It was for Anna 
Nicole Enderli. The last sentence said that Alice Fayle was her 
great-grandmother.” Mohlman knew of  Yowell from volunteer 
work with Academic Beginnings for Children. For last year’s 
MyON Summer Reading Program, she contacted Yowell about 
giveaway items for participants.“The most fun thing about this 
project for me has been connecting with people I have not seen 
or heard from in many years,” said Mohlman, who was a local 
public educator for more than 30 years. 

Anna Yowell, tourism coordinator for the City of Baytown, got to hear her great-
grandmother’s voice for the first time in more than 40 years.
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By David Berkowitz



“It’s been really cool. I’ve been having a blast.”

The digitization project is made possible by a grant from 
the U.S. Institute of  Museum and Library Services and Texas 
State Library and Archives Commission. The project includes 
transforming the original cassette tape recordings into the 
waveform audio file format for long-term preservation purposes. 

For the Baytown oral history collection, Sterling Municipal 
Library staff  and volunteers interviewed 70 people to help 
capture the history of  the city as told by its residents.The veterans 
collection was recorded in the early 2000s as a project of  Lee 
College’s Social Sciences history professors and their students. It 
includes interviews of  103 veterans from the Baytown area about 
their service, which ranged from World War II to the Korean 
War to the Vietnam War. The World War II collection features 
20 audio interviews, taped in the 1990s to help commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of  the war. “All of  these interviews were 
originally done on cassette tapes. We decided to digitize them 
because the tapes are deteriorating and it’s obsolete technology. 
Hardly anyone has a cassette player anymore,” said Paul Arrigo, 
director of  library and instructional support at Lee College.

Photo courtesy of Anna Yowell

Alice Mae Fayle, who died in 1976, is Anna Yowell’s great-
grandmother. Known around Baytown as Ma Fayle, she 
was the city’s first school teacher. 
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Boxes of envelopes contain the original oral history recordings,which were done on 
cassette tapes.



28Greater Baytown June 2017

Altogether, 149 hours of  interviews have been digitized. 
They will be available on the Portal to Texas History website, 
which is maintained by the University of  North Texas Libraries. 
The website address is https://texashisotry.unt.edu/explore/
partners/LCBT.

Lee College plans to hold a promotional kickoff  as part of  
the Baytown Area Veterans Appreciation Day event on June 
10. In addition to the audio recordings, transcripts of  many of  
the interviews also will be available on the website. 

“We have about 55 more hours that don’t have transcripts 
yet. We’re applying for another grant to get those created 
so that the whole site can be ADA compliant,” Arrigo said. 
“We look forward to making all of  these recordings and 
transcripts available to so many more people.”While some of  

the Baytown oral history recordings had already been available 
through the Sterling Municipal Library website, Yowell never 
realized it. “Growing up, I heard a lot of  stories about my 
great-grandmother and great-grandfather. They were known 
around town as Ma and Pa Fayle, and were just so integrated 
with the community,” she said. “I used to love hearing my own 
grandmother tell stories about her family. I have a lot of  those 
stories in my head.

“I’m also a huge fan of  research and libraries. So this project 
really shows the importance of  everybody working together to 
preserve our history.” For her part, Mohlman had great fun.

“Tracking down some of  these relatives was a real challenge. 
But I exhausted every resource I could put my hands on,” she 
said. “I had to be very resourceful. I don’t give up easily.”
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Donna Mohlman has been working under the direction of Paul Arrigo as part of Lee College’s project to digitize almost 200 oral history 
recordings. 
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Cell: (281) 928 5422
Offi ce: (281) 428 8822
jeff@virginiamalone.com

5 N. Commerce
Baytown, TX 77520

Direct: (281) 422-2097 • Fax: (800) 713-8260

Donna Hilsmeier
Realtor®, GRI, SRES, TAHS

Donna@DonnasRealty.com

Brett Hilsmeier
Realtor®, GRI, TAHS

Brett@DonnasRealty.com

Residential • Leasing • New Home Sales 
Foreclosures • Relocation
www.DonnasRealty.com

Crystal McDowell

Making Your Real Estate Goals 
A Reality!

Associate Realtor, CNE
832-414-9729

Crystal@VirginiaMalone.com
www.CrystalMcDowell.com

Melanie 
Wingate

Realtor

281-380-2295
melanie@batesbrinkleyrealty.com

 6316 Sjolander Rd, Baytown
 281-839-3939

 BATES-BRINKLEY 
REALTY

 www.batesbrinkleyrealty.com

Tami Bedinger
Associate/Realtor
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Cell: (832) 367-2058
Offi ce: (281) 428-8822

tami@virginiamalone.com

5 N. Commerce
Baytown, TX 77520
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MARY DUNN 
REAL ESTATE INC.

13400 FM 2354 Rd.
Baytown, Texas 77523

Fax: 281-573-1030
www.marydunn.com

Email: mary@marydunn.com

For a “Dunn Deal”

Mary Dunn

Office: 281-383-3386
Cell: 713-898-7413

How to determine if downsizing is for you
 
As men and women retire or approach retirement age, many opt to downsize their 
homes. Such a decision can save older adults substantial amounts of  money while also 
liberating them from the hassle of  maintaining large homes they no longer need.
Downsizing to smaller homes or apartments is a significant step, one that homeowners 
should give ample consideration before making their final decisions. 

Ask your realtor today.

In the market for a new home?
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Shining a light on Baytown, one person one story at a time

The Baytown 
Project

Baytown is full of  interesting people. Here are a few examples from 
The Baytown Project, an online endeavor that highlights folks I meet 
while walking the city’s streets.

“I’m a guy who always responded well to taking 
orders. My dad was a Marine. So as a kid growing up, 
there was a lot of, ‘Do this. Make sure you do that.’ 
I always had directions, a list of  things to do. And I 
didn’t mind being told what to do. I was just like, ‘Yes 
sir.’ Then when I started playing football, I fell right 
in line. You tell me where to go, what to do on the 
football field, and I’d go do it. But as I got older and 
was on my own in the real world, I found that if  I 
didn’t have those orders or that direction I would be 
like, ‘What do I do now?’ 

“I’ve learned that you can’t just be still and wait 
for opportunities to happen. I’ve been trying to 
take some initiative. I want to be an artist. I’m going 
to school and trying to stick with that. Drawing is 
something I know I need to do every day in order to 
get better. I compare a lot of  things in life to working 
out and playing football. If  you do it every day, in the 
end doors will open and you’ll be running that 40-
yard dash like you want to. You’ll get that opportunity 
to make it as an artist. So I’m just trying to take those 
small steps that I know will lead to big steps.”
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Zach Zellars has set his sights on becoming a professional artist.

David Berkowitz has been in the communications 
field for nearly 40 years, including stops at The 
Baytown Sun and The University of  Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center. He manages The Baytown 
Project on Facebook, Instagram, Tumblr and 
Twitter.

Zach Zellars
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“My husband got a phone call from school. 
They told him, ‘You need to come get your son 
immediately or we’re calling the ambulance.’ 
Jalen had been sitting in class when he realized 
that his heart was beating out of  his chest. 
Being teenage boys, he and his friends started 
laughing. The teacher sent him to the office. 
By the time he got there, his heart rate was 
at 241 beats a minute. We rushed him to the 
emergency center. They hooked him up, ran 
all the tests, and the EKG came back showing 
he had Wolff-Parkinson-White syndrome. 
It’s something you’re born with. It’s an extra 
electrical circuit in the heart. As long as 
your heart is pumping and it bypasses that 
pathway, you’re fine. But if  it hits it, it throws 
your heart into a rapid motion.

“The doctor gave us a few options. There 
was a 95 percent chance of  fixing it with a 
catheter ablation procedure, so that was a 
no-brainer. Of  course, Jalen was terrified. 
He was like, ‘Why would you do this to me?’ 
He didn’t understand the seriousness of  
it. It was a six-hour procedure. When the 
doctor finally came out he told us that Jalen 
definitely had Wolff-Parkinson-White, and 
he was able to fix it. We all started tearing 
up at the good news. But then he said that 
Jalen was having way more activity than 
we probably realized. With a condition 
like his, and his activity level playing lots 
of  sports, it put him in a high range for 
sudden death if  the WPW hadn’t been 
fixed. That was really scary to hear. But 
in two weeks’ time, Jalen was back playing basketball at 
Highlands Junior. And now as he’s running track, you’d 
never have known that he had a heart condition.

“There’s not enough awareness out there about WPW, 
so I’m trying to spread the word. What parents need to 
understand is that this can happen to your kid. 

Don’t be so blind. If  your child is telling you his heart 

is racing, listen to him. And get it checked. If  they find 
it, it can be fixed. Fortunately, it wasn’t a tragic ending 
for us. I don’t want it to be for anyone else, either.

Jenny Willis-Davis educates others about Wolff-Parkinson-White syndrome.
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“I’m just a country bumpkin from Arkansas. I grew up poor, just like a lot of  
the people I teach who are going to school with help from different assistance 
programs. They’re trying to make a better life for themselves. My objective is 
for them to be successful, to get a good job and to be able to move up in life. 

“I’ve been there and done that. When you’re 71 years old, there are lots 
of  life experiences to pull from. I roofed houses and worked on a chicken 
debeaking crew. I worked in egg processing plants and mobile home factories. 
I managed grocery stores and was a salesman for E.J. Brach and Sons Candy 
Co., where I drove around in a brand new station wagon wearing a white 
shirt and tie every day. But it didn’t pay enough. I went to work as a plant 
operator because I needed to make more money. 

“These days, there’s nothing else around here you can do that pays 
the kind of  money this petrochemical industry pays. Our (Lee College) 
department head, Dr. (Charles) Thomas, likes to call this area the Silicon 
Valley of  the petrochemical industry.”

Paul Chance uses his life experiences to help students at Lee College.

Paul Chance

34Greater Baytown June 2017

“I was doing hole watch and fire watch over in Beaumont for about six months. I learned 
what it’s like to work out in the hot sun 10 to 12 hours a day, seven days a week. I don’t think 
a lot of  people realize the hard work that so many men are doing out there. I was one of  
fewer than 10 women among probably 250 people total in the field.”

What was it like working with so many men?
“There were good men out there I became friends with and could hang out with, without 

there being any issues. But there also were a lot of  out-of-town men who were just really 
pigs, and were hitting on the women. I learned that you’ve got to stand your ground and 
immediately let people know you’re not there for that. There were a couple of  men who 
did catch an attitude with me. They snapped at me, and I let them know I’m not going 
to take that disrespect. After that, a lot of  people told me I was the only girl out there 
who the guys respect. The other girls just kind of  let the guys do whatever they wanted.”

Why do you think you were different?
“My upbringing. My mom has a lot to do with the person that I am. She’s a strong 

woman. I feel like I’ve grown up with a good mentality because of  her. She raised three 
kids as a single mom. She worked two and even three jobs at one point. She made sure 
we had a house to live in, we always got what we needed, and she supported us in all 
our after-school programs. I look back and think, I don’t know how she did it, but she 
did. She has a lot to do with how I turned out.”Amanda Rios credits her mother with 

being a good role model.
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“Our biggest challenge is 

financial, definitely. We don’t 

owe a lot of  money. But we’re 

just living off  Social Security, 

which is hard. We don’t have 

food stamps, disability or 

anything like that. So we’re 

just barely making it, but we’re 

used to it. And I guess it will 

never change. We’re both 77. 

We’ve been dealing with it 

since retirement at 62.”

“Well, I’ve had part-time 

jobs, which helped. We live in an apartment. I work around there, and we get a little off  our rent. So it’s working out. It’s 

just really close. I mean, it’s kind of  been that way all my life. I never really had a high-paying job. I was in construction 

and I had five kids, so you can’t save a lot of  money. But that’s just life. Life doesn’t guarantee you anything.”

“Sometimes at the end of  the month, we don’t have a dime. But that’s the way it goes. 

That’s the deal the good Lord gave us. And he takes care of  us. 

He just says, ‘I have to take care of  you because you don’t know any better.’ 

And we say, ‘Thank you.’”
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In retirement, 
Linda and George Siple 
have their share of 
financial challenges.
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By Rick Cousins
rick.cousins@galvnews.com

Galveston, that low-slung barrier island 
a few dozen miles south of  Baytown, 
has seen more than its share of  storms 
over the centuries. The latest of  which 
rolled in when twin brothers Jonathan 
and Drew Scott, their production cast 
and crew made landfall a few weeks 
ago. Better known as HGTV’s Property 
Brothers, the pair showed up at yoga 
classes and various trendy eateries here 
between taping sessions for their new 
show, “Brother vs. Brother: Jonathan vs. 
Drew,” which is set entirely on the island.

Network executive Chelsey Riemann 
explained that the new venture would set 
up each brother with $600,000, allowing 
them some six weeks of  time to “purchase 
and transform drab waterfront homes 
into stunning vacation retreats.”

The island is part of  the show as well, 
not only as the source of  rundown houses 
and a scenic backdrop, but also since each 
week’s winning and losing brother will 
reap the consequences purely in island 
terms.

“With older brother JD acting as referee 
and a star-studded panel of  HGTV and 
DIY Network guest judges serving as 
challenge reviewers, the weekly challenge 
loser will be forced to endure miserable 
outings such as riding a terrifying 
amusement park attraction, climbing an 
81-foot obstacle ropes course or heading 
out to sea to catch shrimp for the winner’s 
dinner,” the network executive said in 
a release to the media. “Each week the 
challenge winner will enjoy all the fun 
Galveston offers, including exhilarating 
fly-boarding in the bay, playing with 

penguins at the local aquarium and zip-
lining at beautiful Moody Gardens.”

In exclusive interviews, the Scotts told 
Greater Baytown Magazine about their 
venture onto the Texas Coast. Their first 
impressions?

“I was most surprised by how big the 
city is,” Jonathan said. While Drew simply 
commented, “Downtown Galveston is 
gorgeous.”

But like other beauties, the island’s 
architecture came with special challenges.

“This is a first for us,” Drew said. 
“We’ve never before dealt with pilings, 
extreme winds or so many other water 
and climate-related issues as we did here 
in Galveston. But we do love filming in 
different cities because we get the ability 
to educate our viewers on new issues.”

Jonathan added, “We wanted to show 
that affordable waterfront properties and 
Galveston have been attracting a lot of  
interest for vacation homes. Our houses 
on the show are very different which is 
what made this season of  Brother vs. 
Brother a fun competition. We always 
bring on local contractors to work with 
us as there are always local issues that we 
need to be informed of.”

Long-time viewers may be curious 
about how houses make it on to one of  
the Scott’s shows and the brothers were 
quick to explain the selection process.

“We personally chose the houses for 
Brother vs. Brother in Galveston,” Drew 
said. “We originally looked at over 30 
homes before narrowing it down - we 
needed to ensure they were the right 
picks.” 

Jonathan laid out the grid for candidate 
properties.

“Specifically, for all of  our shows, 

take the island by storm

PROPERTY
BROTHERS



Drew Scott

Jonathan Scott
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location is key, size of  home and lot and 
potential for reconfiguring,” he said. “We 
are never scared of  an extreme fixer-
upper, but we always have to weigh the 
cost of  any fixes to make sure it will be 
worth it in the end.”

We tried for a peek into the color 
schemes that connote “beach” in the 
upcoming series which is running now 
at 8 p.m. Central Time on Wednesdays 
on HGTV, but these remain a guarded 
secret, Drew said.

“When you’re working with waterfront 
properties, you need to have some 
element of  nautical design involved. 
You will just have to watch the 
episodes to see the designs we 
come up with.”

Lastly, one local asked us to 
find out if  some of  the island 
remodels were partial since the 
network often only shows the 
living, dining, and kitchen areas 
plus master bed and bath, but 
not the whole house.

Jonathan clarified that not all 
the remodeling done is shown in 
the series.

“On Property Brothers and 
other shows, we focus on three 
to four rooms on air, but we 
typically renovate the entire 
house. But there is a separate 
budget and timeline for those 
other areas that you don’t see 
on TV. We definitely would not 
want to leave the homeowner 
sleeping on bare floors,”

Monica Adams will have the 
envy of  many viewers, especially 
here. She ran into both brothers 
during their work here and also 
may play a part in the series since 
one sequence is set in the locally 
popular store she helps manage 
here, Ohana Surf  and Skate.

“I have always loved shows 
like Property Brothers and Fixer 
Upper on HGTV, so it was 
pretty exciting when I heard that 
they were on the island filming 
for their new season,” she said. 
“I was even more excited when 

my manager spoke to the producer about 
filming in our store. Jonathan was just 
as charming in person as he is on the 
show. He was silly and definitely played 
on his ‘the goofy brother’ persona, but he 
was also very professional about his job, 
filming, getting the right shot, and so on.”

Adams spotted Drew Scott playing 
pinball here. Various other locals reported 
similar twin sightings at a number of  
favorite island haunts from Yaga’s 
Restaurant to Art Walk to a yoga studio.

“I really love that Jonathan and Drew 
stayed local to Galveston as far as the 
eateries and events or attractions,” Adams 

said. “The island is small, so it was not 
surprising to hop on social media and 
see my friends and other businesses also 
had the pleasure of  meeting or filming 
with the guys. I’m sure that Jonathan and 
Drew had a great time in Galveston being 
that they really got to experience what its 
like to live here.”

HGTV noted that all proceeds from 
the series will be given back to local 
communities like Galveston through the 
nonprofit, Rebuilding Together, which 
offers free home repairs to low-income 
homeowners.

The Property Brothers



Exxon Mobil’s Woody Paul

Junior firefighter 
Wyatt McLeroy and his 
sister, Violet Haddock

Dr. Brian Walenta

Susan Milner, Jeanice Coffey, Bridgette Fontenot 
and Shelley H. Fincke

Volunteers Mia Russell, DeMavion Ligons and Lindsey Sanford

At left, Laila Schmitz, 3-1/2, was mesmerized by a blue balloon in the dining room during the Rotary Shrimp 
& Catfish Festival May 6. She is the daughter of Katie and Matt Schmitz and granddaughter of Inta Walker and 
Rotarian Doug Walker.

Past Rotary 
District 5910 
Governor 
Norman Dykes 
and Brenda Dykes

Rotary 
Club of 
Baytown, 
District 
5890
Annual
Fundraiser

Rotarians Chris Warford 
and Junior Forrest. 

Forrest sold 103 raffle 
tickets, including the 
winning ticket sold to 

Scott Watkowski. 

Baytown Rotary Festival
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Celebrating 50 Years of Music

Jeanne Bryant, Madeline Poulin, Kara 
Chandler, Tim Smith, Christina Marioneaux, 
Donna Dvorak, Trenton Carr

Christina 
Marioneaux, 

Donna Dvorak,  
Tim Smith, 

Kara Chandler, 
Jeanne Bryant

Ernesto Carrillo, 
Quebec Ouano, Briza 
Martinez, Michelle 
Gonzalez, Shade’ 
Flavien, Michelle 
Davila, Faith King

Concert Master 
Alan Johnson

Nancy Angerstein, Pierre-Alain 
Chevalier, James Marioneaux

Carlo Mauricio, 
Cindy Renfro 
(bottom right)
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The Robert E. Lee High School Class of 
1952 held its 65th class reunion on April 
22 at the Monument Inn. There were 66 in 
attendance with 43 being actual classmates. 
Mickey Pillow, vice president welcomed 
the class and thanked the committee. 
Mary Francis “Tammy” Bass Fayle made 
announcements with Shirley Hlanak Bonham 
doing special recognitions. Rev. G. L. Eiland 
gave the invocation.

The class has remained very close over the 
years. An email system has been set up, which 
Shirley Hlanak Bonham, Email Queen, sends 

out emails to over 100 classmates. (Yes, we are 
82 + years old and we do emails.)

We are kept updated on any deaths or 
information they feel the class would be 
interested in. Phone calls are made to those 
that do not have email.

When Wanda Jones Orton, a classmate and 
former editor of The Baytown Sun, writes 
her column, classmate Meredith Bergeron 
Tyer, an avid reader of The Sun, passes the 
column on to Shirley who sends it out to all 
classmates.

Not only do we stay in touch with each 

other, we have a list in which Dr. Harold 
Havard has compiled with all deceased 
members and the place of their death. Dr. 
Havard completed the new directory that 
was available at the luncheon. A number 
of classmates who were unable to attend 
purchased the directory and they were mailed 
to them.

Classmates came from all over the State of 
Texas to join in the 65th reunion celebration.

1952 Reunion
Robert E. Lee High School

Tammy Fayle registers

Betty Mathews Briggs, Gloria Lamb Ward, 
Paul Holiday and Charlotte McNulty Holiday

Jo Mason Balke, Andrew Bum Balke and 
Lain’l Mooreman Snyder

43 actual classmates in attendance April 22, 2017

Dr. Joe Ed McLemore, 
son of Holly McLemore, 
who was a coach at Lee

Melvin Spence and
James Englert fill out 
name tags.
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June 3
Nurture Nature Series 
“Geocaching 101”
Baytown Nature Center
6213 Bayway Dr, Baytown
www.baytownnaturecenter.org

June 10
Full Moon Hike – 8 p.m.
Baytown Nature Center
•90 minute hike 
•For adults and older children 
•Wear comfortable shoes & clothes 
•Meet at Visitor Center parking lot 
•Free with general admission 
   to the nature center: 
   $4 for age 13 and older; 
   $1 for Children 5-12 and Seniors
281-424-9198 
www.baytownnaturecenter.org

June 14 Flag Day

Itty Bitty Beach Party at 8 a.m. 
Wednesdays through August 9 
Pirates Bay Waterpark
5300 E Rd, Baytown
(281) 422-1151
www.baytown.org

June 15
Dive In Movies
Pirates Bay Waterpark
8 p.m. Thursdays through August 3
www.baytown.org

June 18 Father’s Day

July 2
Nurture Nature Series
Baytown Nature Center
“Reptiles”, 10 a.m. - noon
Free with general admission
6213 Bayway Drive, Baytown
www.baytownnaturecenter.org

July 3
Independence Day Celebration 
kicks off with 
6 pm Mambo Jazz Kings & 
8 pm Grand Funk Railroad
www.baytown.org

July 4
Baytown’s July 4th celebration 
continues with 28th Annual Bud 
Beat the Heat Fun Run, 4th of July 
Parade, Al White & The Chaparral 
Band, Josh Turner and the 
Fireworks Extravaganza
www.baytown.org

Mont Belvieu’s July 4th 
Celebration and Fireworks show 
festivities begin at 4 pm at the 
City Park on Eagle Drive
www.montbelvieu.net

July 8
Full Moon Hike – 8 p.m.
Baytown Nature Center
•90 minute hike 
•For adults and older children 
•Free with general admission to 
  Baytown Nature Center: 
  $4 for age 13 and older; 
  $1 for Children 5-12 and Seniors
www.baytownnaturecenter.org

July 21, 22, 23, 
28, 29, 30
Baytown Little Theater
2 East Texas Avenue, Baytown
Disney’s The Little Mermaid 
directed by 
Marc Anthony Glover-Garicia
http://baytownlittletheater.org

August 5
Full Moon Hike – 7:30 p.m.
Baytown Nature Center
•90 minute hike 
•For adults and older children  
•Free with general admission to the 
nature center: $4 for 
age 13 and older; $1 for Children 
5-12 and Seniors
www.baytownnaturecenter.org

August 6
Nurture Nature Series
Baytown Nature Center
“Bicycle Rodeo”
Free with general admission.  
10 a.m. till noon.
6213 Bayway Drive, Baytown
www.baytownnaturecenter.org

August 18, 19, 
20, 25, 26, 27
Baytown Little Theatre
2 East Texas Avenue, Baytown
Wrong Number 
directed by Dawn Daily
Audition Dates are July 9 & 10, 
2017  Sunday & Monday at 7 p.m.
http://baytownlittletheater.org

September 15-17 
Gatorfest – Anahuac, Texas
5K Run, Airboat Rides, Live 
Alligators, BBQ Cookoff, Carnival, 
Classic Car Show, Gatorfest 
Pageant, Rumble on the Swamp  
www.gatorfest.com

Waves of fun for summer
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