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Baytown native RaeLynn Davis
set to release first CD, “WildHorse”
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Baytown and Houston since 1948, Houston 
Methodist San Jacinto Hospital continues to grow 
by enhancing and expanding our services in step 
with the rapid growth of our community.

Houston Methodist San Jacinto has been 
recognized as one of the area’s only not-for-profit, 
church-affiliated medical centers. The hospital 
continues to meet the needs of our community 
and region with cutting-edge medical services and 
technology.
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Welcome to our first edition of Greater Baytown magazine — formerly 
known as Horizon.

This place we call home is growing and changes are happening faster 
than most can keep up with. Everywhere you go people are asking – 
“What’s going in there? What are they building there? When is HEB 
going to be here?” and “Have you been to this new restaurant?” 

You see license plates from over the United States up and down Garth 
Road. Our neighboring communities are experiencing the same growth; our piece of 
life along the Gulf Coast is on the move and rapidly changing.

In this edition, we catch up with Baytown native RaeLynn Davis to discuss the release of 
her new country and western album and her journey to Nashville.

Also, a Baytown mom and author writes about a tragic skiing accident her son and family 
endured. The book is called “Spillway.”

The story of Glenn Hartrick, a sports success story from Baytown faced with the ultimate 
challenge, will move you to tears with his determination and inspiration. 

Our Weekend Traveler feature debuts with a trip to Galveston. The writer explores how 
to spend the day on a budget or what to do when a budget is no object to kick up your 
heels and have fun along the beach.

The Baytown Project will introduce you to some of our extraordinary people who live 
here. 

Greater Baytown is full of interesting people and stories we are certain you will be 
sharing with friends. Turn the page and experience life along the Texas Gulf Coast.

Welcome to Greater Baytown

Janie Gray
Publisher
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Congratulations to All of Our Outstanding Agents for 
Making This Year Such a Success!

Come to us to fi nd your Dream Home!

Your Dreams Matter
Let us help you fulfi ll them.
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By Mark Fleming
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

   A Baytown pastor and his wife came across a recipe for making a 
web video that went seriously viral, with more than 10 million views 
so far and still counting: 

  Take one Pentecostal preacher who leads a multi-denomination 
congregation that meets in an Episcopal church.  Add a Baptist 
woman and blend beautifully in a Methodist hospital and the 
result was a magical moment. Or, to use pastor Mark Willhoite’s 
terminology, an anointed moment. 
      Many people around Baytown have already heard the basic story:  
On Aug. 17, Willhoite and his wife, Sherry, were at the grand piano 
in the lobby at Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital. 
   They have come to the hospital weekly for several months as 
regular volunteers after hospital officials gave them permission to 
use the lobby piano.
  As Willhoite was playing and singing a song he was writing, 
Channelview resident Vera Swain came in to have a medical 
procedure done at the hospital. 
    She heard the music, and headed that way. “She hears us playing 
and singing and she chimes in,” Willhoite said. “I said, Vera, you 
have an incredible voice.” 
     He asked his wife Sherry to use her phone to record the two of 
them. “We’re Facebook people,” he said. “I knew that something 
incredible was transpiring.”

  “We exchanged numbers with Vera. We didn’t know whether 
we would ever see her again. When they uploaded the video to 
Facebook, it was an immediate hit. 
     “Sherry called Vera and said, ‘You’re not going to believe this, but 
something incredible has happened.’” 
    Local TV stations picked up the story, and posted the video on 
their own websites, further spreading the reach. “Then it just went 
crazy,” Willhoite said, as other news outlets picked up the story. 
 “The reason this video went viral is it captured something that 

Hollywood can’t capture … simply the anointing of the Holy 
Spirit is upon it.” 
   “The fact that it happened in a hospital, with two people from 
different religious backgrounds, cultures and colors preaches 
the message that we can come together and love one another. 
  “That’s the only thing that is going to heal this nation is the 
manifest love of God.”
   Swain had been a dialysis nurse, and had used her voice to 
bless her patients, singing to them to relieve their fears and 
pain. 
   “She never sang for money. She did it because she loved 
God, and here we were, a local pastor being involved in the 
community. We were not interested in trying to make a name 
for ourselves and we’re not trying to make money.” 
   Willhoite and Swain soon went to Atlanta and recorded 
the song at a studio. It is now available on iTunes and similar 
services. “Now Vera has become our very best friend.
 Now we’re travelling and singing together at different 
churches,” Willhoite said. 
      The two couples get together often socially as well. Most 
of their music ministry, though, is still an outreach to the local 
community, regularly singing to patients in nursing homes as 
well as some community groups.                
      “We believe that if you’ll minister in the places that nobody 
will go, God will put you in the places where everybody wants 
to go.”
 
You can find the original video and other musical performances 
on Mark Willhoite’s Facebook page. His church, Life Changing 
Church, meets each Sunday at 2 p.m. in space generously shared 
by Trinity Episcopal Church, 5010 N. Main St. in Baytown.

A chance encounter at Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital 
led to Baytown pastor Mark Willhoite and Channelview resident 
Vera Swain sharing their gifts for music ministry. They have 
partnered with Sherry Willhoite, pictured with her husband 
and Swain, above, to spread their message of love and hope. 

Contributed photos
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March 4
Baytown YMCA Gator Ride

March 13-17
Spring Break for GCCISD, Barbers 
Hill and Lee College

March 17
St. Patrick’s Day

March 18
Baytown Farmers Market
8 a.m. - noon

March 24-26
NHRA Lucas Oil Drag Racing Series 
Divisional

March 28
Ridiculous Obstacle Challenge 5K 
Run, Royal Purple Raceway

April 7
Bay Area Relay for Life,
Royal Purple Raceway

April 7-9
Baytown Youth Fair BBQ Cookoff, 
Baytown Youth Fairgrounds

April 15
Baytown Farmers Market
8 a.m. - noon

April 18
Nuture Nature Fest
Baytown Nature Center 10 - 4

April 21-23
Dayton Ole Tyme Days Festival
Downtown Dayton

April 21-23
NHRA Spring Nationals, Royal 
Purple Raceway

April 24-April 30
61st Annual Chambers County Youth 
Project & Horse Show, Whites Park

April 26
Administrative Professionals Day

May 6
Baytown Rotary Shrimp & Catfish 
Festival, Royal Purple Raceway

May 6
Pirates Bay Waterpark weekends only

May 13
Lee College Commencement

May 14
Mother’s Day

May 20
Baytown Christian Academy 
graduation

May 20
Baytown Farmers Market
8a.m. - noon

May 25
IMPACT Early College High School 
graduation, Lee College Sports Arena

May 26
Pirates Bay Waterpark opens

May 26
Deer Park High School Graduation

May 26
Barbers Hill High School Graduation, 
Eagle Stadium

May 27
Anahuac High School Graduation, 
Kyle White Field

May 27
GCCISD High School Graduation, 
Ford Park, Beaumont

May 29
Memorial Day

June 1
Hurricane Season starts

June 2
Crosby High School Graduation, 
Crosby Stadium

June 9-7 
Crosby Fair and Rodeo Cook-Off 

June 14
Flag Day

June 18
Father’s Day
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Barron’s “Top 100 Women Financial Advisors,” June 6, 2016. Barron’s 
Top 100 criteria based on assets under management, revenue pro-
duced for the fi rm, regulatory record, quality of practice, philanthropic 
work, community involvement and more. The rating is not indicative of 
the fi nancial advisor’s future performance. Neither Edward Jones nor 
its fi nancial advisors pay a fee to Barron’s in exchange for the rating. 
Barron’s is a registered trademark of Dow Jones & Co. 

For more information on ranking methodology, go to 
http://online.barrons.com/home-page.

TA
L-

91
78

A-
A-

AD

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Sharing what you need to hear,
not just what you want to hear
It’s how Jennifer Marcontell became one of Barron’s “Top 100 
Women Financial Advisors.”

And, it’s how Jennifer makes sense of
investing for her clients in our hometown.

Jennifer Marcontell
Edward Jones
Financial Advisor

700 Rollingbrook Suite A
Baytown, TX 77521 | 281-420-3100
jennifer.marcontell@edwardjones.com

Building Design & Planning

• Civil/Structural    
   Design
• Building Design
• Residential
• Commercial
• Land Planning  
  & Development

www.carnesengineering.com

12605 IH-10 East • (Exit FM 3180)
281-385-1200

Building Design & Planning

Barbers Hill

Laura Bolieu 
and Ashlynn 

Bolieu 2nd 
place overall 

female 
contestants

Love Run coordinators: (l-r) Doreen Manak, 
Laura Bolieu, Gloria Solomon, Jessica 
Zavodny, Chere Wilson (not pictured)

Cove VFD fire 
dog and Kellie 

Calvert Love 
theme winner



2222
REALTORS

Krisher-McKay Inc.Here for all your 
Realtor needs for 

SUCCESSFUL YEARS!

     (281) 427-5444
1000 Massey Tompkins

VOTED FAVORITE 
REALTOR
Since 2007

www.krishermckay.com 

Melissa Abate
713-703-7068

Veronica Gamez
713-202-7229

Virginia Hall
713-818-7258

Christy Lee
281-728-1126

Sarah Castleberry
832-689-7356

Sarah Blanchard
281-515-6064

Tammy Moyers
832-262-0427

Linda Krisher
Broker/Owner

281-451-1198

Virginia Ramirez
713-254-4608

LaNelle McKay
713-254-0163

Judy Hanson
281-389-6259

Diane Rendon
832-629-9954

Sandy Delmonico
713-498-7242

Roxie Krisher
Broker/Associate Owner
281-300-6824
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By Doyle Barlow
doyle.barlow@baytownsun.com

   It’s the events in our lives that help make us who we 
are and what we become. But these happenings — both 
good and bad — ultimately don’t define who we are …
unless we let them.  No, in the end, we are responsible for 
playing the hand we are dealt, either good or bad.  
    Choosing whether to play or fold, well, that’s up to you. 
As for Baytown native Glenn Hartrick, he’s been all-in his 
whole life, despite not always getting the best hand.
   A former cover boy for the December 2012 edition 
of Runner’s World magazine, an athlete with eight 
marathons and five Iron Man triathlons among his list of 
athletic accomplishments, Hartrick saw his world turned 
upside down on June 12, 2014.

   That was the day that Hartrick, who was out for a 
training ride on his bike, was struck by a car making an 
illegal turn. 
   The accident left him with two collapsed lungs, nine 
broken ribs and a C-6 spinal injury that left him paralyzed 
from the chest down. 
   But the one thing the accident couldn’t touch or faze 
was Hartrick’s indomitable spirit, and it wasn’t long after, 
that Hartrick began to make plans for his next New York 
Marathon.
    All-in.

The beginning
  Glenn Hartrick graduated from Robert E. Lee High 
School in 1999, and from there his life followed a path 
that a lot of area students take. 
   First he attended Lee College, and after that he moved 
on to the University of Houston where he picked up his 
degree in accounting. 
   From there, Hartrick left Baytown and traveled to New 
York, where he planned on attending graduate school. 
  But along the way, something happened. Glenn got 
hooked. No, not on drugs or alcohol or anything else 
“bad.” Glenn Hartrick got hooked on running. 
   “I had been an athlete all through high school,” Hartrick 
said. “I ran track and cross country and I was in an adult 

Contributed photo
Glenn Hartrick takes part in one of the 175 races he completed prior 
to being paralyzed from the chest down in 2014. 
Hartrick now competes on a handcycle.

“I never did feel sorry for myself 
or think about those things”

Glenn 
Hartrick
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baseball league when I got up here (New York). But I wanted to find 
something I could do by myself.”

  That “something” was running, and to say Hartrick embraced his 
new hobby would be an understatement. 
   He ran the New York City Marathon in 2006, and even though he 
finished, he vowed to do better. “When I crossed the finish line, I 
was hurting, I was tired and I couldn’t enjoy it,” he said. “I thought 
to myself, ‘never again.’” True to his word, Hartrick began training 
harder, competing more, and setting the stage for bigger and 
better. 
  After participating in eight events in 2007, he competed in 36 
events in 2012. Hartrick initially “dabbled” in the triathlon because 
he thought it would be “pretty cool.” 
   After all, he knew how to ride a bike and swim. “I started training 
with a $100 Walmart bicycle,” he said. 
“Then once I competed in my first Half Ironman, I knew that was 
for me.”
Yes it was. 
   One of Hartrick’s top achievements was qualifying for the USA 
Triathlon organization’s 2012 Team USA. He was also listed as 
Ironman All World Athlete from 2013-2015. But then came June 12, 
2014.

The aftermath
  Hartrick began rehabilitation after his accident at the Kessler 
Institute in New Jersey. 
    And early on, he knew he was going to keep on competing. It was 
a part of who he was.

   “As soon as I got injured, I thought to myself, ‘I want to handcycle 
a marathon next year,’ Hartrick said.
  “The New York City Marathon came to mind because that’s where 
I got my start.”  
    So while many of us — maybe most of us — would have been 
feeling sorry for ourselves or wondering “Why me?” Glenn Hartrick 
turned his white-hot intensity and passion into training for another 
marathon.   
   “I never did feel sorry for myself or think about those things,” he 
said. “I understood right from the first that my life had changed. 
    “I had 32 good years walking and now I had to move forward. “I 
had to compartmentalize and just keep going, day after day, week 
after week. Life is natural. 
     “I’m not the first person something like this has happened to and 
I won’t be the last.”

   Hartrick started training on a handcycle they had on hand 
at the Kessler Institute, and sure enough, almost a year to the 
day after his accident, he placed ninth at the New York City 
Marathon. 
  Since then, he has competed in four other marathons, 
including a fifth-place finish at the 2016 New York Marathon. 
He plans on competing in another Ironman this year, although 
he’s undecided on which one. He also wants to come back to 
Texas for the Houston Marathon.   
   These days, Hartrick, who is also the corporate treasurer for 
RailWorks Corporation, spends a lot of his time doing work for 
the Challenged Athletes Foundation. The organization strives 
to provide opportunities and support to people with physical 
challenges, so they can pursue active lifestyles through physical 
fitness and competitive athletics. “I enjoy going out and talking 
and meeting other people who are coping with some of the 
same challenges,” Hartrick said. “Sometimes it can really help 
someone to talk to someone who is going through the same 
things.”
   As far as success goes, Hartrick’s definition is clear. “Whether 
personally, professionally or athletically, as long as you put 
100 percent in to strive to reach your potential, I think that’s 
success,” he said.

   Triumph or tragedy? Tragedy or triumph? Who knows? To 
Glenn Hartrick, everything that happens is just life, and he’s a 
major success at that.

Glenn Hartrick 
competing before 

the accident

Glenn Hartrick 
competing with his 

handcycle
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“I would say my current single 
‘Love Triangle’ means the most to me 

because it’s something that I went 
through that shaped (me into) the person 

I am today”
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By Christopher James 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

   When she first walked on to the stage of “The Voice,” RaeLynn 
was just a teenager. Yet, her talent, work ethic and personality 
shined on the NBC show, serving as a stepping stone to her rise to 
country music stardom. 
    Now, the 22-year-old Baytonian (Racheal Lynn Davis) is poised to 
make major strides in her country music career, starting with the 
release of her first album, coming in March, dubbed “WildHorse” 
— an album that looks to tell the story of how Nashville helped a 
Baytown girl follow her passion of country music. 
     “This record is just so awesome for me because I’ve been 
working on it for almost five years. It’s such a special record and 
it really takes me through the last years of my life and where I’ve 
been. I moved to Nashville when I was 18 years old, from Baytown, 
and I would say that I kind of got my college experience here,” said 
RaeLynn, who was nominated for Breakthrough Video of the Year 
at the 2015 CMT Music awards for “God Made Girls.”
  “I didn’t go to college but I was doing so much at such a young 
age. It’s just crazy to really say that Nashville got to really watch 
me grow up and go through my awkward stages of figuring out 

the artist I want to be — what I want to say to the world,” she said. 
“It’s cool to see it all flourish and see it come to pass in such an 
awesome way through my record.” 
  The album features 12 songs including “Love Triangle” — a 
personal song about how she felt as a child caught in the middle of 
her parents’ divorce. 
   “I would say my current single ‘Love Triangle’ means the most 
to me because it’s something that I went through that shaped the 
person I am today,” RaeLynn said.
   Her new album also features collaborations with Dan + Shay 
in the song “Say” and LeeLand Mooring — who happens to be a 
Grammy nominated artist and her cousin — in the song “Young.”    
But it’s been a long, and star studded, road since the last time we 
saw then 17-year-old RaeLynn on “The Voice.” 
   From her departure on Season Two of the NBC show, RaeLynn 
went from being on Blake Shelton’s team (an idol of hers, who’s 
now considered family) to hitting the road with Miranda Lambert 
(an idol turned friend). Her time with Lambert that summer then 
led her to sign with Big Machine Label Group.   
    For three years RaeLynn recorded with the Nashville label, during 
time she released singles “Boyfriend,” “God Made Girls” and “For 
A Boy.” The Baytown native also appeared on Shelton’s 2013 hit, 

FULL SERVICE
Baytown’s Oldest

G L A S S  C O M P A N Y
SERVING THE  AREA SINCE 1973.

Residential • Commercial • Auto

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Across from the Police Dept. | joeysglass@verizon.net

281-427-4705 | 3011 N. MAIN

Owners: 
Cindy Patterson & Carol Mendelovitz

“� e wonderful help 
we received from Faith 

Hospice helped us with the 
most di�  cult days of our 

lives”. - Sylvia P.

“Everyone was extremely 
supportive and caring 

during this time. � ey truly 
cared about our mother’s 
condition and comfort.” - 

Lori S.

“� e Professionalism of the 
Nurses and Nurse Aide was 

comforting.” 
- Tanya M.

“All the people who took 
care of my mother were 

GREAT and 100% caring.” 
- James K

 Faith 
Community 
Hospice LLC

Baytown Area’s First Locally Owned and Operated Hospice
281-422-0414 • 4721 Garth Road, Suite H • Baytown, TX 77521

www.faithcommunityhospice.com

RaeLynn
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“Boys ‘Round Here” (That’s right). 
   ReaLynn’s “God Made Girls”, accompanied by an EP, earned a top 
10 single. 
   “When writing (“God Made Girls”) we were thinking about all the 
things boys couldn’t do without girls,” she said. “It was a bunch of 
us girls writing, and we wrote that song in an about an hour and a 
half. So we started talking about things like: they wouldn’t want to 
wash their truck, they wouldn’t have somebody to open a door for 
and all the little things.” 
   After a successful three-year stint with Big Machine, RaeLynn left 
the record company without releasing an album, but soon signed 
with Warner Music Nashville, who reintroduced her with “Love 
Triangle.” And who is now helping her produce “WildHorse.” Yet, 
music is just one, major, aspect of her journey from Baytown to 
Nashville — the other being family, to which she added a member 
to last year. 
   In October 2015 her then boyfriend Joshua Davis proposed to 
her at Belmont University in Nashville, where he led RaeLynn on 
a scavenger hunt visiting various places of meaning before he 
popped the question. 
   Just about five months later, the two tied the knot on a farm in 
Franklin, Tennessee. And much like a country music star, the guest 
list boasted over 300 people including some big names such as 
Shelton and his girlfriend, Gwen Stefani. 
   “My husband is my biggest supporter. He is always pushing me to 
be my best and always helping me along the way,” RaeLynn said. 
“My family is also such big support for me. My mom and dad have 
been amazing through this whole process.” 
   And if you ask her, family is what got her to Nashville and what 
drives her to be a success. As the youngest among seven brothers 
and sisters, and the daughter of a pastor in Baytown, RaeLynn 
developed a real passion for music. 
  “My cousin LeeLand (whose band Leeland has four Grammy 
nominations) is into Christian music and I grew up listening to a 
lot of Christian and gospel music because of being a pastor’s kid,” 
RaeLynn said. 
   Growing up in Baytown, RaeLynn attended Southeast Christian 
School in Mont Belvieu where she not only graduated early but 
also graduated at the top of her class. But prior to high school, she 
attended just a few Baytown schools. 
   “I feel like I went to every freaking school in Baytown,” RaeLynn 
said jokingly. “I went to Pumphrey, I went to Lamar Elementary, I 
went to Crockett, Horace Mann and I know I went to some other 
schools.” 
 Nevertheless, her beloved city, which happens to have 16 
elementary schools, five junior schools and four high schools, will 
always be her home. 
   “There is nothing like driving into your hometown and knowing 
you are the person you are because of this town,” said RaeLynn, 
who makes it a point to visit family in Baytown once every couple 
months. “Everybody there has been my biggest supporters and 
biggest fans. I’m so excited for all of the things to come in that 
town.” 
   “Baytown holds a special place in my heart because I’ve watched 
that town grow so much,” she added. And whenever she’s in 
town, she has to have either Bayou City Wings or El Toro Mexican 
Restaurant. 
   However, Baytonians may not see RaeLynn around town for a 

RaeLynn

Dr. Warford and his highly trained staff, with a combined 75 years of 
experience, are skilled to take care of all of your vision needs. When you 
are looking for the best care possible for your eyes in Baytown, Dayton or 
Mont Belvieu, contact Texas State Optical Baytown. You will be treated 
like family and we will always do our best to exceed your expectations.

Book an appointment 
today! 

281-427-7374
www.tsobaytown.com

CARING FOR THE EYES OF TEXAS

TSO
TEXAS STATE OPTICAL

TM

301 West Texas Avenue Baytown, TX

DR. CHRIS WARFORD
THERAPEUTIC OPTOMETRIST

GLAUCOMA SPECIALIST

DR. BRANDON MODERHACK
THERAPEUTIC OPTOMETRIST

GLAUCOMA SPECIALIST

little while since she happens to be touring on the west coast 
with an Okie named Shelton. 
   Shelton said his first impression of RaeLynn on The Voice was 
that he felt that he had known her his whole life. 
   “Just by hearing her voice and turning around and seeing her 
standing there, it’s not something I can really explain,” Shelton 
said. “I just felt a kinship with her, and it turns out my hunch 
was right. She is just as immature as I am, still to this day.”
Shelton says RaeLynn comes at country music from a 
completely different angle than any other artist. 
  “She incorporates not just her influences but all different 
sounds that she thinks are cool and different at that moment,” 
he said. “Lyrically, she stands out. She doesn’t sing or write 
about the same old stuff. She writes music based on her point 
of view of life, and that’s the mark of a great artist.”
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7 Susan, a Lee College Regent for 29 years, has 
served all position’s from secretary to board 
chairman and has presented at seven ACCT 
conferences. She has been on the Top Ladies 
of Distinction. board for 15 years.  Susan is a 
member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority and a 
new recruit of the Baytown Pilot Club.

FONTENOT
Susan Moore

1 Susan Moore-Fontenot, a native Daytonian, 
graduated 7th in her class from Dayton High 
School and attended Lee College.

10 things 
you didn’t know about

2 While in high school, Susan was a cheerleader 
and member of the Future Teachers of America 
where she shadowed the speech pathologist 
and fell in love working with children who had 
speech and language needs.

3 Susan graduated magna cum laude with a 
Bachelor of Arts in education majoring in 
Speech Pathology and Audiology from Sam 
Houston State University.

4 She earned a Master of Education degree 
from Lamar University in Counseling and 
Supervision.

5 She is a 38-year veteran educator having served 
five years each in Port Arthur and Crosby ISDs. 
After 28 years in Goose Creek Consolidated ISD, 
she retired as Director of Human Resources.  

6 She is currently an adjunct instructor at San 
Jacinto College and served as an adjunct 
instructor at Houston Community College 
(HCC) for six years before retirement.

8 Susan served on the Texas Association of 
School Personnel Administrators Board for five 
years and as president in 2008 where she led 
efforts to increase membership from 700 to 
800.

9 Susan is a 19-year cancer survivor and served 
on the American Cancer Society Board which 
implemented the first Bay Area Relay for Life.

10 Susan is the proud mother of Brian, a 2007 
Sterling High School and 2012 University 
of Texas graduate, now working as 
an account executive at Apple.  Brian 
established the BLF Foundation for UT 
students and named the Susan Moore-
Fontenot Scholarship in her honor.
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The team for B.P. Hopper Primary School had a “Cat in the 
Hat” theme for its 2016 Bay Axrea Relay for Life team.

Don Fobes, left, and his wife, Emma, middle, hold hands 
with Sharon Graves during the Survivors Lap at the 2016 
Bay Area Relay for Life at Royal Purple Raceway. Each of 
them is a cancer survivor.

Christopher James 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 
      For the last 19 years, one event in Baytown has been the place where thousands, 
upon thousands have gathered to raise millions of dollars to fight one common 
enemy: cancer.  The Bay Area Relay for Life, which is entering its 20th year, has 
raised nearly $9.8 million and was the No. 1 such fundraising event in Texas for 
15 straight years. At last year’s event alone, $696,285 was raised, ranking the Bay 
Area Relay for Life at No. 10 in the nation out of 5,250 other relays. At the first 
ever relay in Baytown in 1998, over 700 people raised over $90,000 at the event 
that was held in Memorial Stadium. 
  In 1999, the original tri-captains were organized that led to even greater 
accomplishments — raising $146,000 that year, ranking as the No. 2 best in Texas. 
The event would then move to Stallworth Stadium in 2000 and then in 2001, 
the Bay Area Relay for Life increased participants to 1,575, raising $257,000 to 
become No. 1 in Texas.   
   Now, because of the sheer size, the event is held at Royal Purple Raceway. 
But where does the money go? According to the American Cancer Society, funds 
go toward cancer research and patient services, among other things. From 
all funds raised in the U.S., 75 percent goes toward program services such as 
cancer research, patient support, prevention and education, and detection and 
treatment; while the other 25 percent is used for supporting services such as 
management and general expenses along with fundraising expenses.
   One major project in particular is for the largest Hope Lodge in the nation, 
which will soon be built in Texas Medical Center in Houston. Each Hope Lodge 
offers cancer patients and their caregivers a free place to stay when their best 
hope for effective treatment may be in another city. And every year, more than 
125,000 cancer patients from across the country and around the world come to 
the Texas Medical Center to receive life-saving treatment. When you combine 
mounting medical bills and interrupted employment with the expense of hotels, 
meals, and local transportation, it can become overwhelming. Many patients who 
could be treated successfully either put off treatment until it is too late, or forego 
treatment altogether because they have no place to stay. 
    The free lodging and services will save patients more than $3 million per year.  
To offset that, Houston’s Hope Lodge will join 32 others in the nation to help those 
in need. The Houston Hope Lodge will have 64 patient suites, a shared kitchen, 
dining spaces, a help-yourself pantry, daily access to fresh linens, patient laundry 
facilities, a library and free transportation to and from treatment facilities. 
   The lodge will be conveniently located on Ardmore Street in the expanding 
Texas Medical Center and is tentatively set to break ground in August 2017, with 
a completion date set for fall 2018. 

Bay Area Relay for Life



Performing Arts Center

Glenn Miller Orchestra 
swinging  into Lee College 
Performing Arts Center in March
The world-famous Glenn Miller Orchestra – known for the legendary 
dance bandleader who founded the beloved group and dominated 
the Swing Era of the 1930s and 1940s with a matchless string of hit 
records will bring the classic sounds of big-band music to the Lee 
College Performing Arts Center in March.

The Glenn Miller Orchestra will perform on the PAC main stage at 3:30 
p.m., Sunday, March 5. Tickets are $20-40 and available for purchase 
online at www.lee.edu/pac, or by calling the box office at 281-425-
6255.

First launched by Miller in March 1938, the orchestra is now an 
18-member ensemble that continues to play many of his original 
arrangements. The group’s repertoire also includes modern selections 
arranged and performed in the iconic Miller style and sound, and music 
from the famed Glenn Miller Army Air Force Band that entertained 
servicemen in live concerts and radio shows during World War II. Fan 
favorites like “In the Mood,” “Chattanooga Choo Choo” and “Don’t 
Sit Under the Apple Tree” are all part of the regular program, along 
with lesser-known tunes like “The White Cliffs of Dover,” “Rainbow 
Rhapsody” and “Everybody Loves My Baby.”

In true big-band fashion, the Glenn Miller Orchestra is on the road 
longer and more continuously than any other in the world – covering 
more than 100,000 miles per year and working nearly every night 
for 48 weeks out of the year. The orchestra performs for more than 
500,000 people annually, entertaining crowds throughout the United 
States, Europe, Australia, Asia and South and Central America. 
“Moonlight Serenade,” the beautiful theme of the orchestra in the 
1940s that was composed by Miller himself, remains their signature 
tune today.

5 Glenn Miller Orchestra 
Main Performance Hail, 3:30 p.m.
11 BSO SPRING CONCERT 
Main Performance Hall. 7: 30 p.m.
23 U.I.L. ONE ACT PLAY CONTEST 
Class 5A Region 3. Area 2. Bi-district 
Main Performance Hall. 9 a.m.

7 GULF COAST INTERCOLLEGIATE CHORAL 
FESTIVAL 
Main Performance Hall. 7:30 p.m. 
15 JAZZ@LEE COLLEGE 
Main Performance Hall. 7:30 p.m. 
20 ART RECEPTION 
Gallery. 1 pm 
22 BAYTOWN CONCERT BAND 
Main Performance Hall. 7:30 p.m. 
27 SPRING SING 
Black Box. 7:30 p.m. 
28-29 SHAKESPEARE IN THE SQUARE 
Midsummer Night’s Dream 
Baytown Town Square. 8 p.m.

2 LEE HIGH SCHOOL JAZZ & 
PERCUSSION CONCERT
Main Performance Hall. 6 p.m.
11 LEE HIGH SCHOOL BAND CONCERT
Main Performance Hall. 6 p.m.
12 ROCK THE BOX CONCERT 
Black Box. 7 p.m.
16 LEE HIGH SCHOOL ORCHESTRA
Main Performance Hall. 6 p.m.

March

8-11 TNT YOUTH CONFERENCE
June 8 Main Performance Hall. 1 p.m.
June 9-11 Main Performance Hall. 9 a.m.
15 LOCAL ART TEACHERS
Main Performance Hall. 6 p.m.
Black Box. 7 p.m.

April

May

June

Photo courtesy of Lee College

Lee College
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By Michael Pineda
michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

What is behind the infatuation with cars? 
    Yes, they beat a horse in terms of transportation and make life 
much more convenient. But there is a love that goes deeper for 
many. Maybe it begins with their first electronic car that barely 
does 3 miles an hour in the driveway. 
   We collect Hot Wheels and remote control cars. We drive golf 
carts and one day, we get our very own car. As we grow older, the 
desire for trendy can be replaced by dependability. 
   But inside, there is a little boy or girl that still sees cars as a toy 
or a fun hobby.

   That was where Vann Duke found himself several years ago. 
Duke had raced when he was younger and was in motocross. And 
apparently, he was bored. 
  But one night at a party, someone told him about LeMons 
racing. Titled endurance racing for $500 cars, the circuit sounded 
interesting to Duke. 
    And from there, it took on a life of its own.“I wanted to get back 
into something,” Duke said. “Someone mentioned LeMons and I 
talked to my wife about it. 

    I talked to her about going to a race and learning about it and she 
said why not go ahead and race.” 
   Duke’s friend Charles Comanich was interested in the proposal 
and was ready to learn everything he could about LeMons racing 
as well. “I said we could all go to a race one weekend  and be 
sponges, soak up everything we could,” Comanich said. 
   “A day later, Vann said he had found two cars and he was going 
to look at them. 
    Two days later, he called and said he had bought the cars. 
“Vann jumped in with both feet.”

WHAT IS LEMONS RACING?
  Duke enjoys referring to LeMons racing as a car parade in which 
a race breaks out. 
  Part of the show is racing and the other half is themed cars. In 
fact, there are three categories of racing. 
  The C Division is for cars that will not finish and the B Division is 
for cars that most likely won’t finish. 
   The A Division is for cars that are fast. “They like you to be silly 
about it,” Duke said. “Every car has a theme and they like the 
silliest, craziest car.” The race used to last 24 hours. 
   Now, it is split into two days with teams racing for eight hours 

Vann Duke and Charles Comanich
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one day and seven hours the next. 
   The race is run over a road course that is 2-1/2 to 2-1/4 miles 
long. Before a race, judges — who can dock laps, points or cast any 
number of penalties — inspect each car. 
   These same judges are open to bribery and can be bought for 
beer or other goodies. 
   Penalties can also be incurred during the race for violations. Duke 
and Comanich’s teams are no stranger as well as others to paying 
the price. 
   “In our first race, we had seven black flags,” Duke said. “Charles 
and a teammate had to work on an opponent’s car for an hour 
under one penalty.” 
   The team is now comprised of three cars and calls itself the 
Ginger Team. 
   Ginger pays tribute Duke’s wife, who has red hair. Tracks can be 
found from coast to coast with three events on the Gulf Coast. 
Locally, the race takes place in Angleton.  

THE CARS
   The series boasts that it is endurance racing for $500 cars, which 
is the truth,  but not the total truth. 
   The chassis, engine and transmission must cost $500 but any 
amount of money can be spent on safety. 
    That includes roll bars, brakes and other items. The team also 
serves as its own pit crew. 
    And that comes with any number of stories. “We have had to 
change our clutch in mid-race,” Duke said. 
    Ginger Racing has three cars, two BMWs that are called Chucky 
and Bride of Chucky after the “scary” film characters. 
   There is also a Ford that is the Spawn of Chucky complete with a 
Mohawk haircut.  
   When Duke and Comanich began Ginger Racing, they raced in 
30-minute intervals. 
    Now, they race until the gas tank is empty before switching with 
a teammate.   
   “It’s a learning process but we are getting better,” Comanich said.      
The team is up to 20 members with the possibility of adding more 
if another car comes online.
    The key is teaching them to compete. “We tell our teammates to 
drive 80 percent and let others make mistakes,” Duke said. 

   “It’s a learning process.” In fact, it’s a continual process that 
comes with valuable lessons.
  “I once destroyed the brakes in a race,” Comanich said.  
“I destroyed the tires in two-thirds of a race. It’s from not knowing. 
  Now, we have beefed up parts.” Duke recalled finishing the last 
two hours of a race without breaks, hoping no one would jump in 
front of them. 
    “We should have called it a day,” Duke said. “But we were doing 
well.” The team is now more likely to spend more on something 
like brake pads but it beats having to change them after the first 
day’s racing. And it can become expensive. 
   One car can cost between $3,000 to $4,000 to prep for each race. 
To help cover costs, each member of the team may throw in $650 
for a local race. 
   But the majority of the costs fall on Duke and Comanich. And 
they give plenty of credit to the Costa mechanic shop. “They will 
work overnight to keep us in a race,” Duke said. 

THE END RESULT
  With Duke and Comanich leading Ginger Racing, the team has 
competed in nine races. 
    The best finish to date is third and the worst was in a race in South 
Carolina where the team never got off the ground as everything 
went wrong. 
    Their efforts have been good enough for the team to be named 
Gulf Champions in 2016. It did not come with a trophy, but they 
made one for themselves. 
   Through their short time on the tour, they have collected 
enough stories to keep someone occupied through the afternoon. 
Whether it be of racers using their travel cars for extra parts 
during a race to traveling overnight for a part to stay in a race, it is 
entertaining.“We love doing it,” Duke said.
   “We have been enjoying it.” So much that they serve as 
ambassadors for the sport, trying to talk someone into either 
driving or getting their own car involved. Most would prefer to 
race under the Ginger banner.
    “Our teammates have come to trust us and they know they will 
get a good car to drive,” Duke said. 
  For more information about the Ginger Team, visit 
www.gingerraceteam.com.
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Amy is wearing 
a classy top 
designed by 
Sioni, shapely 
pants by 
Liverpool, Lucky 
Brand shoes 
and Brighton 
jewelry.

Annais Chavez is 
wearing an elegant 
dress by Ivy Jane 
along with Lucky 
Brand shoes and 
Brighton jewelry.

Spring fashions were provided by All About 
You on Eagle Drive in Mont Belvieu.  
Models Annais Chavez and Page Morton 
are co-owners of Choice Cryo on Commerce 
St. in Baytown. Amy Lonh is the owner of 
Denna’s Donuts on FM 3180 at FM 565 in 
Mont. Belvieu.
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Amy Lonh is wearing a stunning 
top designed by Lucky Brand, 
stylish jeans designed by Silver 
Denim, shoes by Sperry and 
Brighton jewelry.

Page Morton is 
wearing a top 
designed by Ivy 
Jane, Articles of 
Society jeans, 
Lucky Brand 
shoes and 
Brighton jewelry.

Thank you to the helpful employees of the Sam and Carmena Goss Memorial 
Branch Library in Mont Belvieu, for allowing us to use their new facility as 
the location for these wonderful photos. Missy Parham is branch librarian.
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Brett Hilsmeier
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Leading You in the Right Direction

Spring is a popular time to sell a home 
and homeowners who want to put their 
homes on the market should prepare for 
the prying eyes of prospective buyers. 
The following tips can help during the pre-
selling preparation process.
1. Address the exterior of the home. 
Winter can be harsh on a home’s exterior, 
so as winter winds down, homeowners 
who want to sell their homes should make 
an effort to address anything that might 
negatively affect their homes’ curb appeal. 
A study of homes in Greenville, S.C., from 
researchers at Clemson University found 
that the value of homes with landscapes 
that were upgraded from “good” to 
“excellent” increased by 6 to 7 percent. 
If it’s in the budget, hire professional 
landscapers to fix any problematic 
landscaping or address any issues that 
arose during the winter. Homeowners with 
green thumbs can tackle such projects on 
their own, but hiring professionals is akin 
to staging inside the home.
2. Conquer interior clutter. 
Clutter has a way of accumulating over the 
winter, when people tend to spend more 
time indoors than they do throughout 
the rest of the year. Start clearing any 
clutter out in winter, even resolving to 
make an effort to prevent its accumulation 
throughout winter. Just like buyers are 
impressed by curb appeal, they are turned 
off by clutter. The Appraisal Institute 
suggests homeowners clear clutter out 
of their homes before appraisers visit, 
and the same approach can be applied 
to open houses. Buyers, like appraisers, 
see cluttered homes as less valuable. In 
addition, a home full of clutter might give 

buyers the impression, true or not, that the 
home was not well maintained.
3. Eliminate odors. 
A home’s inhabitants grow accustomed to 
odors that might be circulating throughout 
the house. Pet odor, for instance, might not 
be as strong to a home’s residents as it is 
to guests and prospective buyers. Because 
windows tend to stay closed throughout the 
winter, interior odors can be even stronger 
come late-winter than they are during the 
rest of the year. A thorough cleaning of the 
house, including vacuuming and removal 

of any pet hair that accumulated over the 
winter, can help to remove odor. In the 
weeks leading up to the open house, bathe 
pets more frequently, using a shampoo 
that promotes healthy skin so pet dander 
is not as prevalent. Open windows when 
the weather allows so more fresh air comes 
into the home.

Spring is a popular and potentially lucrative 
time to sell a home, and homeowners who 
spend winter preparing their homes for the 
market may reap even greater rewards.

Three tips to prepare to 
sell your home
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Whether you are a buyer, seller, or investor 
we will provide you with the expert advice 
and top-notch service you deserve.

CHRISTINE SHEPHERD



Our board certi� ed  friendly ER Physians 
provide individualized quality care.

Fast, expert care for emergencies
big and small. We’re here 24/7.

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

Patients Emergency Room is a freestanding, full-service 
emergency department open 24/7 to treat all of  your 
emergencies without the wait. Our board-certifi ed ER 
physicians provide medical services to Baytown, Mont 
Belvieu, Highlands, Anahuac, Dayton and surrounding 
areas in Chambers County. Our mission is to continually 
exceed your expectations in the delivery of  care. We 
understand your time is important — that’s why we have 
created an emergency department free of  the typical 
delays experienced in a hospital-based ER. Patients 
Emergency Room is here to provide the desired service 
quickly and effi  ciently to our patients and your community. 
We are redefi ning the delivery of  episodic care.

Our philosophy is to go above and beyond the standard 
of  emergency care. Our facility off ers a clean, safe and 
friendly environment in which to care for all of  your 
urgent and emergent medical needs. Our patients receive 
exceptional service provided by dedicated emergency 
medical professionals in a prompt manner.

w w w . P a t i e n t s E R . c o m

James Frybarger, M.D.  |  Christopher R. Grieves, M.D.  |  Amy Buford, M.D.  |  Shannon Bagwell, M.D.  |  Rene Garza, D.O.  |  Eric McLaughlin, M.D.



Your HOMETOWN ER
IS GROWING!

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

We’re expanding to BettER serve you!
• Doubling the number of beds for active patients
• More specialty areas to increase the opportunities to utilize  
   our entire facility
• Increasing the number of observation rooms to serve more  
   patients in our facility.

So pardon our dust as we grow to better serve you!



BettER care. 
ClosER to home.

Fast, expert care for individuals and families
in a home-like environment.

Locally owned and operated.
Patients Emergency Room is a Free Standing,
Full Service EMERGENCY facility open 24 hrs, 
7 days a week to treat ALL Emergencies.



Fast, expert care for
emergencies big and small.

We’re here 24/7.
(281) 576-0555

10133 Interstate 10 East
Baytown, Texas 77521

w w w . P a t i e n t s E R . c o m

Texas’ First Private ER With A

HELIPAD!
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RSS graduate publishes book on 
son’s accident, recovery and faith

“I know that God works all things for the good, 
so I am doing great and love life right now”
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 It was five years ago that Deborah Jentsch and her son, Caleb, 
encountered a crisis that would change them forever. 
 Deborah Jentsch, a 1977 Ross S. Sterling High School graduate, 
was skiing in Keystone, Colorado, on Jan. 21, 2012, with her 
husband, Kurt, Caleb and daughter, Sarah Kate. It was something 
the family had done many times with no problems.  
 Deborah Jentsch said Caleb was skiing with college friends in 
Breckenridge and Sarah and Kurt were skiing in Keystone. Caleb 
and his friends decided to join his mother and father in Keystone. 
Then they went skiing on their own. 
  Deborah Jentsch said it was about 3:30 p.m. or so when she got a 
call saying Caleb had been hurt.
  “I did not think it was that serious at first,” she said. “A friend 
said he would find out where he is and that I could come on down. 
Then, his friend said they are Life-Flighting him to Denver right 
now. I looked up and saw the helicopter and although it was a 
distance away, I knew that was he was in that helicopter.”
  Caleb and his best friend were skiing when one crossed in front 
of the other. This led to the friend going in one direction, down 
the mountain with the snow. However, Caleb went into the trees. 
One tree was down on its side. His head hit it, knocking him out. 
As a result, Caleb suffered a traumatic brain injury and was not 
expected to live or at least be in a vegetative state forever. 
  The slope where Caleb had his accident is called Spillway. 
Caleb’s harrowing journey to recovery is detailed in Deborah 
Jentsch’s book, “Spillway.” She decided to write the book after 
being encouraged by her husband and some friends based on the 
posts she shared on Caringbridge, a website where people can 
give updates on medical patients. She posted on the site for over 
a year following her son’s injury.
  “I believe God was leading me to share our story as an 
encouragement to others and to always trust him even when you 

don’t think you can,” Deborah Jentsch said. 
  After the accident, Deborah Jentsch and her husband headed 
for Denver. A doctor told them on the phone that Caleb was 
undergoing surgery. The doctor also said that there was no 
guarantee when they arrived that Caleb would still be alive.
  “It was a severe brain injury,” Deborah Jentsch said. “We knew 
people were praying, so that gave us the strength we wouldn’t 
have had otherwise. You go into a mode that you do what you 
needed to do at that point and what we knew we needed to do was 
rely on God. If you do not have a faith in God, that is something I 
cannot relate to, but we did have a strong faith in God, so we just 
started depending on Him and we had a peace even though we 
had a heavy heart.”
    Caleb spent 13 days in a coma and did not open his eyes or utter 
a sound for 28 days. He was in posttraumatic amnesia for close to 
four months. Deborah Jentsch described it like being in the movie, 
“Groundhog Day” where things repeat themselves continually.
   “That is what we were living. He had no memory and he thought 
he was in a dream,” Deborah Jentsch said. “He would ask us to 
wake him up and we assured him it wasn’t a dream and he would 
say that is what you say in a dream and he would get angry. 
This happened over a period of four months before he cleared 
posttraumatic amnesia and his memory started working in his 
favor.”
   In the book, Deborah Jentsch details the struggles they 
encountered with their faith, getting angry at times but also 
discovering strength they didn’t think they had. 
   “That is what the whole story is, not what we contributed to it, 
but what God contributed to it,” she said. “He was faithful every 
time. When we were angry, he would show us mercy and grace. 
I am doing something here that is bigger than you can put your 
mind around, so keep walking and trusting me in it. We had to 

Deborah Jentsch is pictured with her son Caleb Jentsch in the hospital. Included are photos of Caleb as he went 
through his recovery process.
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push the reset button and go back to what we believe. We felt 
we were being tested in this, trying to be pulled away. God was 
so faithful that we went back to him.”
   Caleb’s recovery was nothing short of a miracle. Through 
therapy, he was eventually able to talk and walk again. He was 
able to go back to the scene of the accident to ski again, once 
with Ski Patrol and then again on his own. 
   “We came back through Denver with his neurosurgeon and he 
said to Caleb that he was amazed that you can converse and us 
have this conversation because it doesn’t always end this good,” 
Deborah Jentsch said. 
   Caleb graduated from Texas A&M University in 2014 with a 
degree in universities studies major with a business and sports 
management emphasis. The university is also where Deborah 
Jentsch met her husband, Kurt. 
   Caleb is now lives in Dallas and is employed with Mustang 
Laundry at Southern Methodist University. He talked about how 
he is doing today.
  “Honestly, if the injury had not have happened, I do not know 
where I would be or what life would be like,” he said. “I know that 

God works all things for the good, so I am doing great and love 
life right now.”
    Caleb also worked in missions for two years and holds a church/
home group in his apartment. 
   “If someone were to ask me if I am 100 percent healed, I would 
say no,” he said. “But, I’d follow that up with that I don’t want to 
be 100 percent healed. Once that happens my reliance on God 
and the Holy Spirit would probably go down and I would rely on 
myself instead of myself.”
   Caleb said that people should read “Spillway,” not to learn 
about his injury and recovery, but for other reasons.   
   “Although I had a brain injury, the book is not about a brain 
injury but that the Lord is good, a refuge for those in times of 
trouble,” he said. “He cares for those who trust in him. I heard a 
pastor say that trust and faith are interchangeable at times. You 
have to trust God in order to have faith.  That is what faith is. That 
is the way for anyone, the book is about trusting God.”
    “Spillway” is available on Amazon.com in paperback, hardcover 
and on Kindle.

Caleb Jentsch went back to the scene of the 
accident to ski again, once with Ski Patrol 

and then again on his own. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT AN
EVENT PLEASE CONTACT THE
BAYTOWN RECREATION DEPARTMENT
AT 281-420-6597 OR VISIT BAYTOWN.ORG

03/07 - BROWN BAG LUNCH 1 OF 4

03/11 - BAYTOWN YARD SALE

03/14 - BROWN BAG LUNCH 2 OF 4

03/18 - FARMERS MARKET

03/21 - BROWN BAG LUNCH AT 3 OF 4

03/25 - FOOD TRUCK FEST | KITE FESTIVAL

03/28 - BROWN BAG LUNCH 4 OF 4

04/08 - EASTER EGG HUNT I CAR SHOW

04/15 - FARMERS MARKET

04/28 - ARBOR DAY EVENT

04/28 - SHAKESPEARE AT THE SQUARE

04/29 - SHAKESPEARE AT THE SQUARE

05/13 - KIDS DAY

05/20 - FARMERS MARKET

06/10 - BAYTOWN YARD SALE

06/14 - WET & WILD 1 OF 3

07/12 - WET & WILD 2 OF 3

08/09 - WET & WILD 3 OF 3

08/25 - LAWN GAMES 1 OF 3

09/09 - BAYTOWN YARD SALE

09/29 - LAWN GAMES 2 OF 3

10/27 - LAWN GAMES 3 OF 3

11/24 - ICE RINK OPENS
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Morning:
Breakfast at the Sunflower Bakery and Café
(Opens at 7 a.m. at 512 14th St.) 409-763-5500
Cost: Best breakfast for two around $25-30.
Iris Brunson, the popular general manager of the eatery, knows her 
clientele is not just in love with each other but also in love with her  
signature dishes. “Nothing is more romantic than mimosas and the 
smell of bacon in the air,” she said. “We craft a bread pudding French 
toast that we grill up special. We top that with all kinds of fruit and  
syrup. There’s also our gift shop in the same building filled with ro-
mantic gifts and island memories.

Ride the Bolivar Ferry
Catch it at the Galveston Ferry Landing; 409-795-2230
Cost: Free
It’s rare that a highway can itself be a destination of any kind, much 
less a romantic one. And free. The Galveston-Port Bolivar Ferry is 
technically a section of state Highway 87. It has run 24 hours a day 
since 1934, though it does occasionally take time off for hurricanes. 
The 3-mile trip takes about 20 minutes, but during that brief 
cruise, our couple can feed the seagulls, watch the dolphins chasing 
ships and gaze into each other’s eyes as the frigate birds patrol high  
overhead.

Moody Mansion self-guided audio tours
2618 Broadway; 409-762-7668.
Cost: Either tour is $12 per person
Take your choice of the Moody Family tour, which re-enacts six  
members of the Moody family sharing stories about their ancestors, 
or the Mary Moody Northen tour, in which an audio actress becomes  
Ms. Northen and guides you through her home with personal insights. 

By Rick Cousins
There are more than 66 million hits for the phrase “island romance” on Google. There’s an inexplicable but anticipated link between be-
ing on an isolated, exotic stretch of land which itself lies separated from the greater world and life being just the two of you, lost in love. 
Given such inspiration, Greater Baytown is pleased to provide both budget and “royal” daytrip options for your next Galveston getaway.

For those on a budget....

French 
toast from 
Sunflower 
Bakery 
Café

SPOTLIGHTS GALVESTON
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Midday:
Lunch at Mosquito Café
628 14th St; 409-763-1010.
Cost: $20 to $30 depending on drinks.
The small, family-run business is housed in a historic 1853 home. “We 
will offer your Lone Star couple fresh, affordable, made-from-scratch, 
premium-quality dishes in our warm, comfortable atmosphere com-
plete with a bakery case full of fresh-baked, delectable treats,” said 
James Clark, the award-winning café’s director of operations. Our 
pair will choose from a selection of fresh-grilled seafood, gourmet  
sandwiches, unique salads and more, combined with a choice of a lo-
cally brewed craft beer, homemade white and red sangria or other 
options.

Afternoon
Ride rental bicycles around the island
Island Bicycle Company, 1808 Seawall Blvd., 409-762-2453
Cost:  $8 an hour or $25 a day.
Jeff Nielsen has run this store for 35 years and counting. “Park your 
car and do everything on a bike,” he said. “We have a self-guided tour 
that will take you to many of the attractions. The best thing is that 
Galveston is rated No. 1 by Texas Highways Magazine for cycling. 
Couples love being able to stop instantly to be able to take a picture 
or share a moment.”

Dessert / snack at: 
La King’s Confectionery
2323 Strand St, Galveston; 409-762-6100
Cost: Only $6 to $8 each.
Ava Barbin is the co-owner with Mitch La King, and she sees a lot of 
lovers here. “The most romantic I see is just like in the classic films,” 
she said. “Two people, two straws and a one shake. Folks will take 
selfies in our store.” All of the ice cream is homemade, as are many 
of the toppings.

Aquatic tour of Galveston Harbor on the Seagull II
Catch it at Pier 21, Slip 8; 409-763-1877
Cost: $10 per person
“The sea has always held a romantic connection to it with distance, 
longing, beauty all making for great stories on the water,” said Mark 
Scibinico, port captain at the Texas Seaport Museum which hosts 
both this tour boat and the venerable sailing vessel Elissa. “The 
Seagull II offers its guests a rare opportunity to set out on the waters 
of Galveston Bay to see, firsthand, many of the sights and sounds of 
Galveston’s storied past.”

Recognizing 
outstanding achievements 

for over 25 years

Personalization • Recognition• Awards • Engraving • Promotional Products

1214 Massey Tompkins • 281-420-1299 • www.awards-engraving.com

Made-from-scratch dishes paired with 
local brewer craft beer or homemade 
wine makes for a memorable lunch at the 
Mosquito Café.

5445 I-10 East | Baytown, TX 77521
Sales: (281) 837-3820 | Service: (866) 747-4608

Let Us Help You With
All Your Automotive Needs
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Morning
Breakfast at The Porch Café in Beachtown
1625 E. Beach Drive; 409-762-0808.
One of the island’s newest eateries, The Porch general manager 
Ryan Olsem and his staff are ready for royals.
“Your couples can rent one of the houses for $10,000 if they want 
their own private porch dinner on the beach,” he said. “Or for just the 
meal our chef can make anything they desire. Later in the day, I’d rec-
ommend Loo wagyu steak for $88 paired with a $300 bottle of our 
Magdalena, but for breakfast we have Belgian waffles, Tabasco-fried 
chicken and waffles, steak Benedict and more.” The open atmosphere 
of this establishment breathes with the gulf and embeds the sights 
and sounds of the ocean and beach with each meal.

Midday
Rent Bishop’s Palace for a private lunch
The house is impossible to overlook at 1402 Broadway; 
409-762-2475
Cost: $20 to $30 depending on drinks.
For $8,000 to $10,000, you two will have the complete run of a pal-
ace plus an exclusive dinner for two in its elegant and historical dining 
room. This unique package comes complete with a full-floor tour, in-
cluding areas closed to the public and insider’s insights into the ro-
mantic history of this venerable structure. Expect a fine champagne. 
Will Wright, director of communications and special events for the 
Galveston Historical Foundation, will arrange this special date to suit. 
Completed in 1892 by Galveston’s Colonel Walter Gresham, an attor-
ney, Bishop’s was designed by one of the island’s most famous icons, 
Nicholas Clayton, whose masterworks can be seen across Galveston. 
Best characterized as a “Victorian castle,” this island treasure has 
been noted by the American Institute of Architects as one of the 100 
most important buildings in America.

When price is no object....

Take a walk on the beach near the Pleasure Pier
Cost: Free
As even a king can’t command the sea, this romantic seaside walk is priceless 
and invaluable for couples either rich or poor.
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Afternoon
Command a private helicopter tour of the island
The landing pad is at 201 Seawall Blvd. at Stewart Beach. 
409-750-1699
For our Texas “royalty,” the sky is no limit. So, they will take this  
custom tour offered exclusively by Galveston Helicopters. Jason McKee, 
director of marketing for Corporate Aircraft Solutions, its parent com-
pany, said, “We’ll whisk you away to the Gulf Shore romantic beaches or  
private hideaway resorts. Reserve your own private Robinson R44 private  
helicopter at $800 per hour. This wonderful experience is like no other. 
Our favorite ultimate romantic package will take off from Galveston 
Beach, fly over the spectacular scenario from Moody Gardens, through 
the port and harbor, around Pelican Island and Seawolf Park, and down 
the entire Galveston seawall,” McKee said. “The pilot will heed your  
direction.”

A private walk-through of Bryan Museum, 
Hosted by its founder, J.P. Bryan
1315 21st St, Galveston; 409-632-7685.
The very same tour a visiting royal would receive here is priced at $600 
and includes wine and cheese in the museum’s private bar. (There’s 
a 14-day notice needed and some blackout days may apply.) The  
winner of the Gold Award in the museum category, the Bryan is the  
island’s newest such archive, offering a dramatic spread of Texas history,  
including about 70,000 items. With more than 20,000 rare books, fine 
art, religious art, folk art, portraits and more, the founder makes the 
perfect guide since his private collection formed the seed of the Bryan’s 
remarkable portfolio of Texana.
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Evening
Private dinner in the Meditation Garden at the Hotel Galvez
2024 Seawall Blvd.; 409-765-7721. 
It doesn’t get more historical than the Hotel Galvez and Spa. This seaside landmark 
has braved the storms and welcomed couples for well over a century. Its refined el-
egance recently captured the Queen of the Gulf 2016 Award from TripAdvisor. Our 
regal Texans will be treated to a private, four-course dinner for two. Our package 
designer is Christine Hopkins, who is the director of communications for the Galvez. 
The $2,600 cost also includes a complimentary stay. This dinner “under the stars” 
includes an excellent vintage of Dom Pérignon. Reservations requested 30 days in 
advance.

The island can pull out all the stops with private, unpublicized options for those who 
can afford them. Some are revealed for the first time here. 
(Some restrictions may apply.)

Museum founder 
J.P. Bryan and his 
companion, Chalk.

A couple is buckled in for an 
overhead tour of the island.



37Greater Baytown February 2017

Happy 
days

BHISD School Board Appreciation
Barbers Hill ISD Trustees Fred Skinner, Cynthia Erwin, Ron Mayfield, Jef Farrell, George 
Barrera, Becky Tice and Board President Benny May were honored at their January meeting 
during School Board Appreciation Month. Campuses presented hand-made cards to each 
member in appreciation for their service. Barbers Hill Board members have served a collective 
82 years on behalf of Barbers Hill students.

Pilot Club
Evening Plot Club member Claudia Wyles (center) took the 
U.S. Citizenship Oath in a January 2017 ceremony. The club is 
proud to have this lady as a member of our club and welcome 
one of the newest citizens of our USA. Her daughter Christina 
(left) and spouse Troy were there to congratulate her.

City of Baytown
Steve DonCarlos, (center) presents a proclamation from the City of Baytown 
to the Goose Creek CISD Board of Trustees in honor of School Board 
Recognition Month. Pictured are (from left) Agustin Loredo, III, assistant 
secretary; Al Richard, president; Randal O’Brien, GCCISD superintendent; 
GiGi Cockrell, member; DonCarlos; Jenice Coffey, member; Pete Papa, vice 
president; Jessica Woods, secretary and Howard Sampson, member.

GCCISD Education Foundation
Gilbert Santana (second from left), Goose Creek CISD Education 
Foundation past president and president of BDI Resources, Inc., 
gives Randal O’Brien, Goose Creek CISD superintendent, a Gold 
level donation to the Education Foundation at the Vendor’s 
Luncheon. Also pictured are (from left) Sandra Bell, vice president 
of marketing and events; Kathy Clausen, Education Foundation 
president and Ronnie Hotchkiss, Education Foundation Board 
member.
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Over 8,000 Lab Tests Available
• Walk in and Order Any Lab Test! (Order Provided)
• Fast & Convenient & Affordable
• Allergies, Male & Female Wellness, B12 Shots
• Skin Tests for Students - Special Pricing (TB)
• Thyroid & Hormone Testing
• Employer Requested Testing
• Most Results are Available Within 24 - 48 Hours

Phone: (281) 837·5660  | www.anylabtestnow.com/baytown
2215 Rollingbrook Drive Suite 120 | Baytown, TX 77521

No insurance? High deductible? No 
problem! Affordable, upfront pric-
es- no surprise bills! Work friendly 
hours, including Saturdays. We pass 
the savings on to you! Not accepting 
insurance allows us to keep our prices 
affordable to you. We want to be a part 
of you and your family’s health and 
wellness plan.

Mon - Fri 8:30am - 6:00pm
Sat 9:00am - 3:00pm
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“It was my dad’s idea. His cousin was a foreign 
exchange student when she was young, but he 
wasn’t able to do it. So it’s something he wanted 
for me. He wanted me to have a chance to grow up, 
learn how to be responsible on my own, and find out 
about other cultures. 

“At first I thought I was going somewhere north. 
Then I found out I was going to Texas. I was like, no, 
I don’t want to live on a farm. I don’t want to wake 
up at 4 o’clock in the morning to take the bus to 
school. Please, don’t do that to me. But my dad told 
me it’s the place where you least expect something 
good to happen that sometimes gives you the most 
important opportunity of your life. 

“When I arrived I thought, oh, my gosh. I’m not 
familiar with this place. People don’t talk the same 
language as I do. What did I do with my life? Let 
me get back on that plane and go back home. But 
I stayed open-minded, and over time I really began 
liking it. Now I love staying here. I would tell anybody 
to be a foreign exchange student, too, because you 
grow up a lot faster. You’re like that kid living with 
your parents, and then you go to another country 
and you see what the rest of the world is really like. 
It’s been amazing.”

Lorena Moraes is a native of Campos, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. She 
is studying pre-engineering at Lee College.

Shining a light on Baytown, one person one story at a time

The Baytown 
Project

Baytown is full of  interesting people. Here are a few examples from The Baytown Project, an online 
endeavor that highlights people I meet while walking the city’s streets.
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“When I lost my dog of 13 years, I thought I was going to go 
off the deep end. She was a Labrador Retriever. She was my 
love. I wasn’t ready for another dog, but I came to the shelter 
and started looking. Then I started taking pictures and trying to 
save them. It just evolved from there. 

“I work closely with the staff here and at several other shelters 
in the area to find homes for these animals. I now have a huge 
network of people on Facebook I work with to find fosters and 
set up rescues all over Texas, the United States and even Canada. 

“One little Chihuahua, Ellie, weighed 16 ounces when she was 
brought here. They were going to euthanize her because she was 
very ill and she wasn’t adoptable. I immediately took her home 
and started with the fluids and reviving her. I really got attached 
to her. When I let her go to an adopter, a wonderful family, she 
was up to 2 pounds, 8 ounces. I get pictures of her all the time. 
She’s just one of those you know you have to help, because she 
was going to go down. These animals don’t have a voice, so we 
have to be their voice to save them.”

Lou Sisk cuddles with a dog at Baytown Animal Shelter.

“I was born and raised in Baytown. When I look back on my teenage 
years, I think about Texas Avenue. The movies I saw. Hanging out with 
my buddies. Checking out the pretty girls driving by. It was like ‘American 
Graffiti’ via Baytown. But when I was 16, if you would have told me that 
when I’m 52 I’d get my jollies and my kicks from Baytown history, I would 
have told you to put a bullet in me. I’m glad nobody did. 

“I just have a passion for my hometown and its history. I didn’t do all that 
well in school, but I could have. The teachers always said I was bright 
enough. I was just too busy being a hippie and all that entailed.

“My love for history started in high school. There was a teacher, Joe 
Herzik, and he made it fun. I have this fascination with it now. I think 
Baytown history is so cool. I don’t know how else to put it. Working on my 
site, I learn something new every day. And I’ve found that if you make it 
fun, cool and interesting, folks will tend to remember it more.”

Russell enjoys sharing local history tidbits on his Facebook page, Hamman’s Baytown 
History With a Twist.
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“I lived in California most of my life, but my family’s roots are in the 
South. Back in the 1950s, my great aunt and other black students 
were traveling over 20 miles to school every day when there was 
another school much closer. My grandmother’s mom petitioned the 
courts to desegregate schools in Tennessee, and she eventually won. 

“My great aunt was one of 12 black students to walk through the 
doors of Clinton High School in 1956. They were the first black 
students to integrate a southern public school. They became known 
as the Clinton 12. It wasn’t easy for them. They were spit at, yelled at, 
and rocks were thrown at them. Of course it drew Klan attention, and 
there was a dynamite blast near my family’s home. So they decided 
to move to California. Years later one of the schools in Clinton was 
turned into a museum and they built statues of the 12 students, 
including my great aunt, Alvah J. McSwain. 

“It makes me proud. They went through a lot. But it reminds me that 
no matter what adversity you might face, you should keep pushing. 
You should keep trying.”

Larry Austin and his wife are raising a son, who was born last year.

“I have run 25 marathons and 76 ultra-marathons. As of Jan. 1, including all 
my races and training, I have run 30,875 miles. But it’s not the long distance 
that kills you. It’s the short distance. 

“I was entered in a 3,000-meter race on June 9, 2012, at Rice University. I had 
no idea that anything was wrong with me. In January, I had won a U.S.A. Track 
and Field 100-kilometer race for my age. In February, I did the Rocky Raccoon 
100-Mile Trail Run at Huntsville State Park. In March, I won a U.S.A. Track and 
Field 50-mile mountain race. In April, I ran the Relay for Life here in Baytown. 
In May, I ran in the Boxrox Marathon in central Texas in 95 degrees on rugged 
trails. So I survived all of that. 

“Then June 9 came, and I was lined up for 3,000 meters. I ran through the 
finish, then I started walking and cooling down. I don’t remember anything 
that happened after that. Nothing. I had collapsed and died. My heart was not 
beating for up to 50 minutes. John Bryant, a friend on our ExxonMobil track 
team, was there within one minute to begin doing CPR. He continued until 
Station 33 arrived from Houston, and they used the paddles to get my heart 
beating again. 

“My wife met me at the hospital. She felt my ankles and said there was a tiny, 
little heart beat there. That was about two hours later. The doctors decided to 
put me in a medical coma. By the sixth day, they disconnected the EEG monitor 
because there was no data coming out of it. On the seventh day, they asked my 
wife for permission to disconnect me from life support. What she said was, ‘If you 
do that, he’ll just be on his own.’ So they didn’t do it. And I woke up at 6 o’clock 
the very next morning.”

A chemist at ExxonMobil for 34 years, Bob Botto put on chemistry shows for students of all ages.

David Berkowitz has been in the communications 
field for nearly 40 years, including stops at The 
Baytown Sun and The University of  Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center. He manages The Baytown 
Project on Facebook, Instagram, Tumblr and 
Twitter.
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GOOSE CREEK MEMORIAL HIGH 
SCHOOL HOSTS MASQUERADE BALL
Photos by Matt Hollis
The Goose Creek Memorial High School French Department hosted a 
Masquerade Ball for the students at the Springfield Suites Marriott 
Hotel ballroom. Students came dressed up in Mardi Gras-type 
masks as well as in dresses and tuxedoes. The Z Crewe, a Mardi 
Gras organization based in Galveston, was also on hand for 
the celebration. There were there as part of an outreach to 
encourage students to become excited about education and 
have a good time. The event was held close to International 
Francophonie Day, which is celebrated March 20 in honor 
of French culture. Goose Creek Memorial Language Other 
Than English Department Chair Manuela Langlois helped 
to put on the ball.

1. GCM French students are Kayle Landers, Nykia Wright, Shaunessy Fransaw and Vanessa Puente. Manuela Langlois is their teacher; 2. 
Two Goose Creek Memorial French students enjoy the masquerade ball, Natalie Carcamo and Brianda Garcia; 3. GCM French students are 
Kayle Landers, Nykia Wright, Shaunessy Fransaw and Vanessa Puente. Manuela Langlois is their teacher; 4. Two Ross S. Sterling French 
students dress up for the masquerade ball, Giovanni Deleon and Cooper Anthony Tieman

1.

3.

2.

4.
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West Chambers County Chamber Fire & Ice Awards Banquet Jan. 24
1. Bob Moss and Holly Jackson; 2. Chambers County Sheriff Brian Hawthorne (Ice) and Chambers County Clerk Heather Hawthorne (Fire) 
were emcees at the West Chambers County Chamber of Commerce Fire & Ice Awards Banquet;  3. Lee College’s John Britt and Beach City 
Mayor Billy Combs; 4. Dianne and Mike Wilson; 5. From left Thrif-Tee Co-Owner Cliff Richey, Chambers County Abstract’s Tim Manghum and 
Owner Guy Robert Jackson, Billie Monceaux, Thrif-Tee Co-Owner Bill Monk and Chris Sensing; 6. Greg Poole, BHISD superintendent; Ariel 
Shalin ExxonMobil; Paul Fritsch, ExxonMobil Plant Manager in Mont Belvieu; Alexander Boehm, Site Manager, Talke USA; Richard Heath, 
Director Middle East & USA, Alfred Talke; 7. Old River-Winfree Council Members and Friends: From left Council Member Kathy Franssen, 
Mayor Joe Landry (front), Mike Yarbrough, Spencer and Joy Carnes, Mae Landry (front), Linda Murphy and Mariah Murphy; 8. Lupe Alfaro 
and Lee College Regent Pete Alfaro; 9. Lee College Regent Ronn Haddox, CASA Executive Director Debbie Dugger, Christina Garcia, Tisha 
Lejuene, Lisa Dagle, and Patrick Courtney of Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital.
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1. 2.

3. 4.

5. 6.
West Chambers County Chamber of Commerce Holiday Party Dec. 13
1. Rhonda Barker, Yvonee Silva, Ashley Shibley and Lisa Dagle; 2. Josh, Carol and Wayne Bell; 3. Community Resources Credit Union’s Ronnie 
Anderson, Cindy Wood, Macie Schubert and David Frazier; 4. Judy Barrow, Spencer and Joy Carnes; 5. Jennifer Walsh, Ashley Shibley, Missy 
Malechek and Bob Moss; 6. Mario Jimenez, Cindy Wood and Irma Agado of Community Resource Credit Union, Pct. 6 Constable Robert Barrow 
and Bryant Little of Capital Beverage
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Marshall McKay 
won the ADA 
Gala raffle to 
bring home 
some beautiful 
jewelry for his 
wife, Molly, just 
in time for their 
anniversary. 

1. 2.

3. 4. 5.

6.

7.
Baytown Council American Diabetes Association Gala Jan. 21
1. Mary Garcia, Laurie Terry, Cindy Day, Gena Hutto, Sandra Bell, Kathi Krisher Clausen and Kathy Clausen; 2. Wayne and Sarah Baldwin; 3. 
CenterPoint’s Jeff Hulon and his wife, Patricia Hulon; 4. Joe and Judy Wheat were the honorees of the American Diabetes Association Gala; 5. 
Sandra Bell, Lauren Houghton and Sonya Cather; 6. Lee College President Dennis Brown and wife, Darlene Brown, Cherie and Joel Melendez, 
Sonya and Dale Cather, and Jenice Coffey; 7. Marshall McKay won the ADA Gala raffle to bring home some beautiful jewelry for his wife, 
Molly, just in time for their anniversary. Shay’s Jewelry donated the handmade necklace, bracelet and matching earrings made from pearls, 
hematites, Sterling silver and Swarovski crystals. 
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7.

INDUSTRY
PROUD

Chamber of Commerce
WEST CHAMBERS COUNTY

11340 Eagle Drive, Suite 4
Mont Belvieu, Texas

www.� eWCCCC.com

281•576•54404411 East Fwy, Baytown
Sales: (800) 481-4397  |  Service: (281) 424-6500

GMC   BUICK

   As sociable ducks, they will molt, migrate, and winter in large 
flocks also known as rafts. You will often see them flocking with 
Canvasbacks, Lesser Scaup, American Coots, and Northern Pintails.
  Redheads eat submerged aquatic plants like water lilies, muskgrass, 
pondweed, and widgeongrass. Even though they are classified as 
diving ducks, they also dabble in shallow water. In addition to plants, 
Redheads forage on invertebrates like insects and shellfish. Those 
that winter in the Gulf of Mexico feed on seagrass, snails, and clams. 
     Redheads pair up on wintering grounds and the pair bond strengthens 
during spring migration. They breed in seasonal wetlands and ponds 
in the Great Plains and West. A courting male Redhead performs a 
“head throw” display, bending nearly in half until the head touches 
the tail and then snaps its neck forward while giving a catlike meow 
call. The female also does a little dance by chasing the male with head 
held low and bill open. 
  The female cares for the nest and young herself, and constructs a 
nest on top of a foundation of underwater vegetation. The mate 
departs to join males in molting flocks, the only time males have drab 
plumage. They may nest on uplands, islands, marshes, streams and 
reservoirs.  Using plant material, the female weaves a bowl and lines 
the nest with breast feathers. A finished nest can measure from 9 
inches to 2 feet across and up to 10 inches above the water! Female 
Redheads lay 7-8 eggs and incubate for 22-28 days, and ducklings 
leave the nest in 1-2 days. Ducklings are reared in deeper marsh or 
permanent lakes located near the nesting site. 
  Populations have been stable from 1966 to 2015 with an estimated 

1.2 million birds in 2015. As a flocking species and their attraction 
to decoys, Redheads are popular to hunters. 300,000 birds were 
harvested from 2013 to 2014! Although their populations appear 
stable, their breeding habitat is threatened by wetland drainage, 
degradation, and drought. Seasonal wetlands throughout the United 
States and Canada are critical for reproductive success of many 
waterfowl species! Next time you are driving along the coast, be on 
the look-out for these beautiful ducks. 

Wintering
ducks make
Gulf Coast
home
By Amanda 
Anderson

Although you may not be into waterfowl hunting, you can 
still venture out to observe, photograph, and appreciate 
the beauty of Redheads until spring. Redheads are a 
medium-sized diving duck that can be found in large 
flocks along the Gulf Coast in the winter. They also winter 
along the Atlantic Coast, and as far North as interior 
southwest and the Great Lakes.



8700 N HIGHWAY 146, BAYTOWN, TX 77521
Supplies by the Thousands

Make Us Your Fishing Headquarters!
Everything Under the Sun!

Rods
Reels
Lures
Bait
Tackle
Chairs
Tackle Boxes
Finders

Line
Life Vests
Holders
Nets
Hats
Glasses
Lights
Bobbers
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