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Many families in greater Baytown are still recovering from Hurricane Harvey as the holidays draw near.    
Thanksgiving dinners are being planned and Christmas decorations are on the shelves at every store.

 It’s the most wonderful time of  the year for family and traditions. Who doesn’t love the season of  
brightly decorated trees, colorful lights, Elves on Shelves, hot chocolate and mom’s home cooking?  

In our first holiday edition of  Greater Baytown, we start off  with the meat. Ham and TurkDuckHen 
followed with some green bean casserole, cranberry sauce, and rolls and topped off  with pecan pie.

Baytown’s ice rink opens the day after Thanksgiving. The town square on Texas Avenue kicks off  the 
lighting of  the Christmas tree and Baytown’s Christmas parade on Dec. 7. 

In this edition, we feature the new holiday souvenir ornament illustrating Baytown history.
We also introduce you to Jay Jones, a TV producer hosting a new national reality TV series, “The 

Experience.”
Greater Baytown, as always, let’s you get to know more about the people who live, play and work in 

our community
We showcase three Baytonians who were inducted into the Texas Senior Softball Hall of  Fame.
A Baytown woman becomes a Yogini and starts her own Yoga education and classes locally.
Our very own IMPACT Early College High School student has published a book called “The Magic 

Discovery” available at Barnes & Noble and at Sterling Municipal Library. A sequel is in the editing 
stages.  

We shine a spotlight on Tracey Wheeler’s 45 years of  service to the 
Baytown Chamber of  Commerce and to Baytown.

The re-occurring Baytown Project, which shines a light on 
Baytown, one person at a time, is back.

And read 10 Things you did not know about Crosby Superintendent 
Keith Moore.

 We hope you enjoy this edition of  Greater Baytown. Starting in 
2018, we will publish Greater Baytown every month.

 Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year to all.



There are schools, and then there are remarkable schools who grow 
giants. Giants who learn in specialized academies which concentrate 

partnerships with Apple, ExxonMobil, Chevron Phillips, Houston 

Goose Creek CISD. Here, we grow giants.   

Here, We 
Grow Giants.

HereWeGrowGiants.com
* Silver medal, 2016 U.S. News and World 
Report Best High School Rankings
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See more recipes, pages 37-39

TurDuckHen and Ham?
great foundations for any traditional holiday meal

Joey Garcia, owner of Meat Haven, prepared and smoked 
turduckhen and ham for this issue of Greater Baytown.
Turduckhen is a deboned chicken stuffed into a deboned duck, 
stuffed into a deboned turkey. It can be prepared as a roll (shown 
here) or stuffed into the whole turkey with a longer cooking time. 
When sliced the turduckhen makes a beautiful presentation with 
varied colors and delightful flavors.

8 Greater Baytown Winter 2017

The bone-in, sliced ham, pictured 
here is adorned with pineapple, 
cherries and a glaze of brown sugar 
and butter.
Meat Haven’s smoked holiday meals 
can be pre-ordered by calling  
281-837-7448 or stopping by 
the restaurant at 
6809 Bayway Drive
in Baytown.

For more holiday 
food favorites

see pages 37-39



8700 N Highway 146, Baytown, TX 7752188

Holiday 

Greetings
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By Christopher James 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas, on Texas Avenue. 
And with the festive flare comes an ice skating rink on Texas 
Avenue, the 20th annual Christmas on Texas Avenue Parade and a 
plethora of  events that will follow well into the New Year. 

Yet, it takes carful planning by the Baytown Parks and Recreation 
Department to bring it all together. 

In fact, Parks and Recreation Director Scott Johnson said they 
start with the Christmas tree and ice skating rink in early November. 

“It takes about two weeks to build,” said Johnson. “It’s a massive 
undertaking that starts with putting the tree in. After that we build 
a sand base, put plastic down, place the coils and hook everything 
up.”

After everything is in place they add water in at night to start 
cooling it down. And after about a week, Baytown has its outdoor 
ice skating rink. 
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This will be the third year Baytown will have a skating rink open to the public, 
as Baytonians will get a chance to test out their ice-skating skills starting the the 
day after Thanksgiving.

When the rink opens at 6 p.m., Nov. 24, ice skaters can skate for as long as 
they want for $8 for individuals under 48 inches and $10 for 48 inches and 
above. The rink will remain open daily until Jan 13. 

The weeks that follow the opening of  the ice-skating, the parks department 
will offer family-oriented events to get everyone in the Christmas spirit. 

The first joyful event will be Christmas on Texas Avenue — themed “Christmas 
Texas Style.” The festive event will be Dec. 7th and will include the tree lighting. 

“The Christmas Parade is a big project that takes a lot of  time,” said Johnson. 
“But it’s a lot a fun for the community.”  

The parade will begin at Bicentennial Park, heading down Market Street and 
ending at Commerce. It will include parade entries, marching bands, decorated 
vehicles, Santa in a 1947 fire engine, and more.  

The following day, Dec. 8, the parks and recreation department is hosting its 
first ever Christmas movie night at the Town Square. 

“We’re going to show the ‘The Polar Express,’ ‘How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas’ and ‘Elf,’ said Johnson. “So bring your popcorn and a blanket 
because it might be chilly.” 

Then on Jan. 13, on the last day the ice rink is open, Baytown will have its 
ever-popular Snow Day. 

“Snow Day gets packed,” said Johnson. “There are thousands of  people out 
there. It’s unreal. We have guys that make ice and snow and those kids get out 
there and just have a great time.”      

This year’s Snow Day will include two eight foot large snow slides, one extra 
large 12-foot snow slide complete with snow discs and toboggans, four lane 
bunny hill for smaller children and two large general play areas. And all of  this 
will take about 75 tons of  snow. The event is free and is out at the Town Square. 
For more information, contact the Baytown Parks and Recreation Department 
at 281-420-6597. 
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Ice skating, snow and Santa in Baytown

Ice skating, snow and Santa in Baytown



Patrons enjoy the holiday season on Texas Avenue by 
utilizing the City of Baytown’s ice skating rink. The rink 
opens Nov. 24 until Jan. 13, and will remain open 
seven days a week from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Private rentals are also available. 
For more information, call 281-422-1151.  

Let it
13Greater Baytown Winter 2017



10 things you
didn’t know
about
Keith
Moore
Crosby ISD Superintendent

1. My mother and father were both first in their 
families to graduate from college.
 
 2. My father pitched in the 1957 high school 
Baseball State Championship game, even 
though he was born with only one functional 
hand (left).
  
3. I was an assistant principal at 26, a high 
school principal at 29 and superintendent at 
39.
  
4. I was 6’4” by the age of 13.
  
5. I was a U.S. Naval Academy midshipman 
and jumped the fence in 1988 to hang 
“Go Navy, Beat Army” sheet poster on the 
columns of the U.S. Pentagon.
 

 
6. Played on five football teams in high school 
and college ranked No. 1 in state or nation at 
some point during the season.
  
7. My college majors included meteorology, 
accounting and education
  
8. When I first asked my wife out, her reply 
was “I’m not sure.”
 
 9. I have lived in Crosby more years 
consecutively than anywhere in my life.

10. I am a certified scuba diver. Before 
becoming an educator I mowed lawns, moved 
furniture and was a cook at Olive Garden.
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DR. BRANDON MODERHACK
THERAPEUTIC OPTOMETRIST

GLAUCOMA SPECIALIST

BBB MM

TSO
TEXAS STATE OPTICAL

TM

301 West Texas Avenue Baytown, TX

Book an appointment today!
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Texas
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Savanna Bonebrake, 
Brandon T. Moderhack O.D., 

Chris L. Warford O.D., 
Jonathan Machemehl, 

Stacie Morehouse, 
Crystal Gonzales and 

Andrew Willis
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By Paul DeBenedetto
paul.debenedetto@
baytownsun.com

On a sunny and pleasant 
October morning at 
Baytown’s Hilton Garden 
Inn, locals and Chamber 
of  Commerce members 
squeezed into a sold out 
Chamber luncheon featuring 
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick. But 
while Patrick was a big get 
for the group, he wasn’t the 
only guest of  honor. Earlier 
in the program, Chamber 
Board Chair Roger Elswick 
started the event talking 
about the year 1972: the 
last combat troops were 
withdrawn from Vietnam. 
Richard Nixon was elected 
to a second term. Mark Spitz 
won seven Olympic gold 
medals. Apollo 17 landed on 
the moon.

And Tracey Wheeler started working with the Baytown 
Chamber of  Commerce. 

Wearing a bright blue suit and a brighter smile, Wheeler 
walked to the stage, where Elswick lauded her accomplishments 
and presented her with gifts: a certificate of  appreciation, and a 
gold bracelet, wrapped in a small gold box with a red bow. 

“I knew something was going on, I just didn’t know what” 
Wheeler says with a laugh. “They know I don’t like things like 
that.” 
It was her 45th year with the Baytown Chamber of  Commerce, 
and her leadership over that time, Elswick said, made the 
Chamber what it is today.

“With her hard work and guidance, the Chamber of  Commerce 
has not only thrived, but became a shining example of  what 
chambers of  commerce should be,” Elswick said.

You’d be hard-pressed to find anyone who disagrees, inside or 
outside the Chamber. For those 45 years—a remarkable 37 of  

which she’s spent as Chamber president—Wheeler has become 
not just a pillar of  the business community, but of  the entire 
Baytown community as a whole. 

And while Wheeler didn’t really want all the fuss, a fuss there 
was, and with good reason: Tracey Wheeler is the longest-
running president in the Chamber’s history, and a crucial 
advocate for business and the city of  Baytown.

“Tracey Wheeler is an institution in this city,” says Baytown 
Mayor Stephen DonCarlos. 

“She is primarily focused on things that are good for Baytown, 
and is always looking for ways to advance the image and business 
climate of  our community. She is an invaluable asset and an 
outstanding citizen, and I am proud she has devoted her career 
to our city.”
Wheeler, 71, started working the Chamber’s as a front desk in 

1972. A young mother at the time, she says she wasn’t necessarily 
looking for a job, but this one just fit. One year after joining, she 
moved up to membership director, where she worked as a 

Pete and Lupe Alfaro, Tracey Wheeler, Mr. and Mrs. Bob Gillette and Bobby and Jana Roundtree

Tracey Wheeler marks 45
 years at Baytown Chamber of Commerce
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Tracey Wheeler with Alice Schoyen 
(long time Chamber employee – 
before Jean Hogue)

Tracey Wheeler with 
Royce Hickman and 
Jack Hall

Past Chamber 
Chairman 
Leon Brown and 
Tracey Wheeler

Above, Chambers 
County 
Commissioner 
Rusty Senac 
at the Holiday 
Social with Tracey 
Wheeler

Above,
Tracey 
Wheeler 
and Fred 
Hartman

Tracey Wheeler with past chairmen, from left, 
Roger Elswick, David Daspit, Gilbert Santana, 
Steve Daniele, Gary Englert and Brennon 
Marsh

Tracey over the years
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jack-of-all-trades: Hiring, running the day-to-day business, and 
otherwise doing whatever needed to be done. She left briefly, 
in 1978, to work at a bank. But the absence didn’t last too long: 
She soon heard the call once again— literally. She received 
telephone calls constantly from people urging her to return. And 
return she did. That year, the all-male board was looking for a 
new president. They interviewed six men, and her. It seemed 
hopeless, she said.

“I thought, ‘there’s no way,’” Wheeler says. “I never would 
have thought they’d hire, first of  all, a female, and second of  all, 
someone that young.”

When her good friend, former Baytown Sun publisher Leon 
Brown, called to tell her the news, she assumed it was so she’d 
be let down easily. But to her surprise, the news was good: They 
offered her the job.

“You wonder what they see in you, that you don’t realize you 
have,” Wheeler recalls of  that time. “They trusted me, they 
depended on me. And obviously I was the right person for the 
job.”
Over her 45 years, Wheeler has worked with 41 board chairs. 

She’s been a member of  countless boards and organizations, 
including the Baytown-West Chambers County Economic 
Development Board, executive director and treasurer of  the 
Bayou Bowl Association, a member of  the city Planning and 
Zoning Commission, and a lifetime member of  the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo. In 1993, she was named to the 
American Police Hall of  Fame for her contributions to law 
enforcement and crime prevention.

On her watch, the chamber has grown from less than 200 
members to almost 1,000, similar in size to chambers in much 
larger communities, like the Clear Lake and Lake Houston 
chambers. She works with 34 board members, manages 
hundreds of  volunteers, and helps manage a budget of  around 
$500,000. To Wheeler, being an effective leader means treating 
the chamber itself  like a business, but also treating the people 
and businesses she works with like a family.

“She helps bring people together for a common purpose, and 
that’s the community,” says David Bernard, CEO of  Houston 
Methodist San Jacinto Hospital and chamber secretary. “She’d 
drop everything she was doing to help you, and I think that kind 
of  speaks for the rest of  our community here, and makes me 
proud to work with her.”

Bernard, who started working with the chamber in 2015, said 
he saw that first hand during Hurricane Harvey, when many first 
responders worked hours on end, many of  whom couldn’t go 
home because of  flooding. Within days, Bernard said Wheeler 
called to check in. As the two spoke, Bernard jokingly remarked 

that, if  any restaurants were open, he’d order hundreds of  meals 
for his people. She didn’t miss a beat.

“She literally called me back about two hours later, and said, ‘I 
just want to let you know Texas Roadhouse is on the way with 
150 meals,’” Bernard says. “I said ‘are you kidding me?’”

But Wheeler—who that week also used the chamber as an 
information hub, and helped get boots for first responders—
said she was just doing her job.
“We made sure our members knew we were there for them,” 

Wheeler says.

Elswick, who’s known Wheeler for about 12 years now, attributes 
her success to her deep connections to the community, and 
credits her for helping businesses make their own connections. 

“I think she looks at each issue from a reflection of  that 
person, and so she tends to make decisions based off  of  
significantly caring about the results,” he says. “She just has I 
think the perfect personality to be president of  the chamber. 
She gets along well with plant members, as well as business 
owners, as well as elected officials.”

Toward the end of  his speech at the October luncheon, 
Elswick called Wheeler one of  the few “indispensible” people, 
and with so much more to do—including building a new home 
for the chamber—he joked that she just couldn’t retire anytime 
soon.Wheeler says there’s no need to worry about that: She’s in 
it for the long haul.

“I’m hoping to go to 50,” she says with a laugh. “As long as 
my reviews are good, I want to stay. I still like what I do, and I 
like the people that I work with, and that’s the important thing.”

From left: Donna Woolsey, Sandy Denson, Tracey Wheeler 
and Karla Opryshek
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281-427-4705 | 3011 N. MAIN

Building Design & Planning
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• Land Planning  
  & Development

www.carnesengineering.com
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www.bhbank.net

Personalized Banking
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Publish Date:
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December 1st to 1301 Memorial Drive, Baytown, TX 77520

“Letters to Santa”
Featuring
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By Matt Hollis
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Christmas shoppers on Texas Avenue in the 1950s had a lot 
of  stores where they could purchase items to place under the 
tree.  

They could drop in at Sear’s at 711 W. Texas Avenue to pick 
up a great gift. Or maybe head to Robson’s at Texas Avenue 
and Galliard. W.M. House Jewelry was over at 316 W. Texas 
Avenue while Gordon’s Jewelry was at 132 W. Texas Avenue. 
Abe Rosenzweig’s department stores were at 214 through 218 
W. Texas Avenue.  

This year, Sissy Bevel, who runs Sissy’s Country at Heart 
antique store on 622 Morrell Street, is once again selling her 
limited edition Christmas tree ornaments. As in the past, the 
ornaments, which are offered by the Baytown Historical 
Preservation Association, highlight a part of  the local history. 
This year, they will remember Christmas on Texas Avenue in 
the 1950s. 

This is the 23rd edition of  the series. Previously, the ornaments 
have featured places such as the old Baytown Tunnel and the 
old oak tree, which sits on Texas Avenue, the Cat Cracker at 
Humble Oil and the Monument Inn.

The etching on this year’s ornament was taken from a postcard 
from Bevel’s mother-in-law, Jean. It shows Texas Avenue 

decorated for Christmas. It shows the famous street with silver 
garland stretched across the way with a big, gold star in the 
middle with bells on each side.

“It was a big decoration,” Bevel said. “It was just a more 
innocent time.”

Bevel said the postcard came from the old Kress five-and-dime 
store, where Ken Pridgeon’s Portrait of  a Warrior Memorial Art 
Gallery now resides across from the Brunson Theater. 

On the back of  the postcard, Jean Bevel wrote “Found this 
at Kress’s. Imagine that! We must be coming up in the world.”
Sissy Bevel said the depiction on the ornament should bring back 
some wonderful memories of  shopping around Christmastime 
on the historic avenue.  

“It was a good time then,” she said. “Christmas was great 
then. It was fresh. It was so neat. Now it is just rush, rush, rush.”

The ornament is on sale at Sissy’s Country at Heart store on 
622 Morrell for $13 each. The store is open from Wednesday 
through Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The ornaments benefit the Baytown Historical Preservation 
Association. The BHPA creates the ornaments themselves. 
The proceeds go toward the BHPA’s operating expenses for its 
historical structures at the Republic of  Texas Plaza Park, 5117 
N. Main St.  

For more information, call 281-421-2099 or visit www.
baytownhistory.org.

Holiday ornaments reflect Baytown’s past
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Baytown TV producer to host  
new national reality TV series

By Whitney Lane Wiley
Jay Hix Jones was born and raised in Baytown, Texas but moved to Los 

Angeles to pursue television production. That’s where he found success 
working on notable reality TV shows such as Hoarders, Ice Road Truckers, 
and even Extreme Makeover: Home Edition. His newest project, hosting 
his own reality show with his wife Kara, is more like an extreme makeover 
for the soul. The Experience documents participants’ 72-hour journey in 
the Pacific Northwest mountains. The participants are secretly volunteered 
by friends or family, and surprised with an opportunity to get away from it 
all and explore the beautiful Pacific Northwest with Jay, Kara, and a guest 
mentor. 

Jay was inspired to create the show because, living and working as a 
producer in Washington state, he needed to get away himself. “I would 
go outside and look to the left and to the right, and there were mountain 
ranges on either side,” he said, “And I just though ‘I gotta get to the 
mountains,’ …I kept saying to myself  ‘I gotta get to the mountains.’” 
He described it as a show to help others unplug, where they “pluck” 
people from the fast paced work world and surprise them with a tailored 
experience in nature where they can reconnect with their deeper selves. 

Max Paxton, host of  Hoarders and a guest mentor on The Experience, 
says that its weird seeing Jay in front of  the camera. He explains how he 
encouraged Jay’s endeavor after seeing a Facebook post: “I called him and 
said, ‘Jay you’re a preacher. Stop ignoring it and just go preach.’ Jay freaked 
out and asked who put me up to calling and saying that. I hung up and 
didn’t hear from Jay for about three months, and then I heard about The 
Experience.  So I was happy to be a part of  it… At the end of  the day if  
we are helping people, it’s worth our time.” 

Participants on the show are surprised at the end of  a hectic workweek 
with an invitation to go on a soul-searcing journey in the beauty of  nature. 
“When you ask people, ‘Hey, do you want to go in to the mountains with 
strangers?’ you’d expect them to say no,” Jay laughs, “but we haven’t had a 
single person decline the experience.” 

The show isn’t just “lighting fires with sticks” either, explains Jay. The 
Jones’ intentionally tailor each trip to meet the needs of  the participants, 
drawing on what their friends and relatives have told them. They even 
share their own experiences with participants, and lead them through a 
book they co-authored, also titled The Experience. The remarkable stories 
that have emerged from this series are worth watching—with participants 
experiencing deep renewal—there is even one episode where a woman is 
baptized in a mountain lake!

Because of  the show’s spiritual element, and Jay’s unwillingness to 
sacrifice that aspect of  the show, it was denied by several major networks. 
It will be aired on the national cable channel UplifTv and available on 
for online streaming on parables.tv, UplifTv’s family-friendly version of  
Netflix, this February.  www.TheExperienceBook.com

Baytonian Jay Hix Jones steps out from behind 
the camera to hosts new national show with 
his wife, all about disconnecting from the 
distractions of modern day life in order to 
reconnect with your purpose.

Kara Jones (right) begins the transformative 
journey with a new participant on the show

Greater Baytown Winter 2017



By Michael Pineda
michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

A young Baytown woman has taken a leap of  faith to share 
her love of  yoga with her hometown. Lulu Perez, a Baytown Lee 
graduate, recently opened Lulu’s Yoga at 2827 North Alexander 
Drive. The classes take place inside of  Kuk Sool Won seven 
days a week and are designed for people from all walks of  life. 
Lula earned the title of  Yogini after completing over 200 hours 
of  instruction in Houston. She decided to pursue Yoga as a 
profession after realizing some important changes in her life.
“I was dealing with anxiety, I was overwhelmed,” Lulu said. 
“A doctor suggested yoga to me. I realized I was good at it 
and I was interested in it. I moved to Houston and got my 
certification in it.”

Lulu acknowledges there is some preconceived notions 
regarding yoga but encourages people to put them aside. She 
feels there is a place in yoga for everyone.
She believes yoga is not for the flexible, it is for the willing, It is 
good for so many things. Off  the bat, Lulu lists mental health 

and physical health. 
“If  people are looking for something more, this is 

ideal,” she said. “Maybe if  they don’t feel satisfied 
with life. Yoga can give you a sense of  well-

being,”
Lulu’s first experience with yoga came at 

Lee College. She was a student and took 
the class. She was not only drawn to it, she 
found herself  wanting to gain more from 

her experience.
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“I kind of  liked it,” she said. “It was very 
technical and I wanted a little more. I 
wanted more of  a sequence.”
Sequences are sort of  the lesson plans she 
prepares for her classes,. Those classes 
range from candlelight flow on Monday 
night to flow and restore on Friday. 
“I come up with a playlist for every class,” 
she said. “Every class has a different 
feel to it. There are sequences and we 
impact all parts of  the body. I also take 
suggestions from my students to fit their 
needs.”

Lulu sees herself  as a perfectionist in 
a lot of  ways. Through yoga, she has 
learned how to relax. She has become 
more attuned to her body.
“Yoga teaches you how to listen to 
the voice in your head,” she said. “It’s  
about mindfulness, consciousness and 
becoming the person you would like to 
become. It’s about visualization.”
Lulu visualizes having a successful yoga 
business despite some doubts from others 
that it would go over in Baytown. Her joy 
comes from helping others and making a 
difference. Entering November, she had 
been open for two weeks and was still in 
the process of  becoming established. 

“I’ve really enjoyed it,” she said. “It’s 
great to have people say my lower back 
feels better, I feel so much better and 
refreshed.

“Yoga is my passion. Everyone is on a 
different path in their lives with different 
needs. But yoga does so much. It can 
supplement physical therapy and can be 
restorative. You can use it to get in shape.”
In an effort to draw more interest from 
the curious, Lulu offers donation-based 
classes on the first and last Saturday 
of  each month. The regular 
cost is $15 per class or $80 
month. A six-month 
program costs $60 
a month and 
the full year 

program costs $50 a month. 
“Whenever I would tell people I was 

opening up a yoga study in Baytown, 
people would question Baytown,” she 
said. “Maybe it is risky because people 
have not been exposed. My motto is 
yoga for all walks of  life. In high school 
football guys can benefit from this. I hear 
they could play more positions but they 
are not as flexible. Yoga would help.”

There are numerous examples of  
athletes in different sports and in some 
cases, entire teams using yoga to prepare 
for the upcoming season. Lulu is prepared 
to serve and share her love with anyone 
who is ready to make a possible change 
for the better.

“I want to reach more people,” she 
said. 

“I feel I am here to help people. 
But they have to show up for me to 
help them.”
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LEADING MEDICINE IN YOUR COMMUNITY
WHERE YOU GO MAKES A DIFFERENCE

Baytown and Houston since 1948, Houston Methodist 
San Jacinto Hospital continues to grow by enhancing and 
expanding its services in step with the rapid growth of the 
community.

Houston Methodist San Jacinto has been recognized 
as one of the area’s only not-for-profit, church-affiliated 
medical centers. The hospital continues to meet the needs 
of our community and region with cutting-edge medical 
services and technology.

Birthing Center
Breast Care Center
Cancer Center*
Cardiology
Cardiovascular Surgery
Chest Pain Center*
Diabetes Education Program*

PROVIDING A FULL SPECTRUM OF CLINICAL EXPERTISE

PROVIDING QUALITY CARE 
CLOSE TO HOME

Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital
4401 Garth Rd. | Baytown, TX 77521
281.428.2273
houstonmethodist.org/locations/san-jacinto-baytown

*Accredited

Emergency Medicine
Gastroenterology
General Surgery
Imaging & Diagnostic Services*
Level II Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
Neurology
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery
Pulmonary Rehabilitation Services
Rehabilitation Services*
Robotic Surgery
Skilled Nursing Facility
Sleep Center*

Stroke Program*
Thoracic Surgery
Urology
Vein Clinic
Weight Loss Surgery
Wound Care Program

HOUSTON METHODIST DEBAKEY 
We have a team of highly skilled cardiologists and cardiovascular surgeons at our Baytown location. Using the latest technology and most effective 
cardiovascular techniques, our physicians manage everything from cardiovascular disease prevention to advanced stages of heart failure and transplantation. 
This team of specialized physicians provides specialized care and tailors treatment plans to effectively address each individual patient.

Nadia Fida, MD
Cardiologist

Gholamreza Khoshnevis, MD
Cardiologist

Raghunandan Muppidi, MD
Cardiologist

CLINICAL EXPERTISE

devices

electrophysiology

preventive cardiology

Jacobo Nurko, MD
Vascular Surgeon

Walter O’Hara, MD
Cardiovascular Surgeon

CARDIOLOGY ASSOCIATES
CLINICAL EXPERTISE

Fibrillation

Surgery

HEART AND VASCULAR ASSOCIATES

For appointment, call 281.837.7587 For appointment, call 832.556.6625

HOUSTON METHODIST SURGERY ASSOCIATES
Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital provides treatment options for patients with a wide variety of general surgical needs. 

Boutros Kahla, M.D 
General Surgeon

Laura Choi, MD
General & Bariatric 

Surgeon

CLINICAL EXPERTISE

surgery

GENERAL & BARIATRIC SURGERY 

Caroline Kim, MD
General Surgeon

For appointment, call 832.556.6046

CLINICAL EXPERTISE

Bayo Tojuola, MD
Urologist

UROLOGY

For appointment, call 832.556.6046

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY BY PHONE OR ONLINE 
HOUSTONMETHODIST.ORG/FIND-A-DOCTOR

Esther Dubrovsky, MD
Breast Surgeon

For Breast Imaging Radiology appointment, call 1.844.454.PINK                        For Breast Surgeon appointment, call 832.556.6046

The Breast Care Center team focuses on early detection of breast cancer and is committed to 
providing the safest and most innovative treatment options available including state of the art 3D 
tomosynthesis mammography, minimally invasive needle biopsies and advanced breast surgical 
techniques which give the patient the best chance for a cure.

CLINICAL EXPERTISE

™ Surgery Certified

Hannah Chung, MD 
Breast Imaging 

Radiology

BREAST CARE CENTER
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Rashid Khan, MD 
Gastroenterology & 

Transplant Hepatology

HOUSTON METHODIST GASTROENTEROLOGY ASSOCIATES  
Baytown residents suffering from gastroenterological conditions such as acid reflux turn to our skilled physicians 
who bring decades of experience in treating a variety of gastrointestinal conditions. In addition to offering 
diagnostic procedures, including colonoscopy and upper endoscopy, our physicians have expert knowledge in 
treating gastroenterological conditions, including ulcers, diverticulitis and chronic diarrhea, and liver conditions. 

Yassir Ashraf, MD
Gastroenterology
and Hepatology

Ludie Hernandez-Buck, MD
Gastroenterology

Samir Nath, MD
Gastroenterology
and Hepatology

Atul T. Shah, MD
Gastroenterology
and Hepatology

CLINICAL EXPERTISE

& chronic diarrhea

HOUSTON METHODIST NEUROLOGY ASSOCIATES 
Our physicians utilize the most advanced technology and techniques to diagnose and treat common to complex neurological 
disorders. With innovative and personalized treatment options, we provide the most comprehensive care close. 

Ruby Parveen, MD
Neurologist

CLINICAL EXPERTISE

HOUSTON METHODIST OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY ASSOCIATES  
Focuses on comprehensive care specializing in well woman exams, contraceptive care, infertility, pregnancy, 
delivery, and both minor and major gynecological procedures. 

Paul C. Redman, MD
Obstetrics & 
Gynecology

CLINICAL EXPERTISE
 

pre-natal care
 

laparoscopic hysterectomies

procedures
removal

prolapse

replacement care

tubal ligations, placement of 
IUDs & Nexplanon devices

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH SERVICES 
Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital’s Occupational Health Clinic provides employers quick access to quality occupational 
health care services. From injury and pre-placement care, to physicals, screenings, exams and travel health, our board-certified 
occupational health physician and staff provides customized, streamlined services.

Norman C. Quesada, MD, 
MPH, FACOEM 

Preventive Medicine 
- Occupational and 

Environmental

CLINICAL EXPERTISE

For appointment, call 281.422.7970

For appointment, call 832.556.6535

For appointment, call 281.420.5760

For appointment, call 281.428.4101

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY BY PHONE OR ONLINE 
HOUSTONMETHODIST.ORG/FIND-A-DOCTOR
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HOUSTON METHODIST ORTHOPEDICS & SPORTS MEDICINE  
Our team of local orthopedic surgeons specializes in the latest techniques, allowing for faster and less painful 
recovery. We provide a personalized and comprehensive approach to each patient’s care. Leave your pain 
behind and schedule today. Offering same-day appointments. 

Karthik Jonna, MD
Orthopedic Surgeon

Mark E. Franklin, MD
Orthopedic Surgeon

James G. Pyle, MD
Orthopedic Surgeon

CLINICAL EXPERTISE

& rotator cuff repair surgery

Jennifer Wagner, MD 
Orthopedic Surgeon-Hand

Trudy Istre, MS, RN , FNP-C
Family Medicine

HOUSTON METHODIST PRIMARY CARE GROUP 
Houston Methodist Primary Care Group puts your family’s health at the center of everything they do. From routine checkups to advanced 
treatment of complex illnesses, such as diabetes, high blood pressure, asthma and more. With multiple locations throughout Baytown and 
surrounding communities, they offer same day appointments.

Gregory Terry, MD
Family Medicine

Rebecca Dees, PA-C
Family Medicine

G. Storm Walmsley, MD
Family Medicine

Dinara Abdueva MD, 
Internal Medicine

Eleazar Flores, MD
Family Medicine

HOUSTON METHODIST LUNG ASSOCIATES 
Our physicians provide the highest quality of care for the prevention, early diagnosis and treatment of pulmonary disorders and offer patients a 
combination of state-of-the-art technology and minimally invasive techniques to achieve the best outcomes.

Kalil Al-Nassir, MD
Pulmonary/Critical Care

Shawn Tittle, MD
Thoracic Surgeon

CLINICAL EXPERTISE

Michael Hopson, MD
Orthopedic Sports Medicine

Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital
4401 Garth Rd. | Baytown, TX 77521
281.428.2273
houstonmethodist.org/locations/san-jacinto-baytown

For appointment, call 281.427.7400

For appointment, call 832.556.6936

For appointment, call 281.428.4510 

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY BY PHONE OR ONLINE 
HOUSTONMETHODIST.ORG/FIND-A-DOCTOR
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By Zach Martin
zach.martin@baytownsun.com

Baytown Area Senior Softball finished its season with its 
awards dinner and inducted Ken Foster, Don Hillier and Phillip 
Morris into the Texas Senior Softball Hall of  Fame. All three 
men have played in the league for more than 10 years and have 
made large contributions to the BASS league. 

Foster has consistently performed maintenance on the two 
fields for many years, often by himself. Hillier was a BASS former 
president and has been a longtime coach and player. He even 
underwent two knee replacements to continue participating in 
the league. Morris sponsored a team for about 15 years, coached 
for about 12 years, gave several large financial donations to the 
league and plays in both Baytown and Pasadena senior softball 
leagues.

“What’s interesting was seeing the faith represented in all 
three of  these men that got inducted,” Hillier said. “They’re 
Godly men. Phillip Morris is the pastor at Restoration Church 
in Highlands, Ken Foster is a deacon at First Baptist and I’m a 
deacon here at Cedar Bayou Baptist.” 

BASS President Leonard Morgan said that someone may be 
inducted into the Texas Senior Softball Hall of  Fame as a player, 
coach, umpire, sponsor or for displaying exemplary service to 
the league. BASS A league player Jay Black was awarded a trophy 
for the most home runs, 18, and the NSSI and San Jacinto 
Eye Clinic teams were recognized as League Champion and 
Tournament Winner, respectively. 

BASS is recruiting new players for the 2018 spring and summer 
season. Men 50 and older and women 45 and older may join 
the league. Yearly registration costs $75. Playing in the spring 

Baytown Area Senior Softball A League player Jay Black, right, was awarded a trophy for hitting the most 
homeruns of the season, 18, by BASS Vice Present Andy Crawford. BASS is a league for men over 50 with an A 
League and a B League based on skill level to reduce the chance of player injury. The league recently finished its 
season and is accepting new members. Visit baytownseniorsoftball.org for more.

Three Baytonians inducted into 
Texas Senior Softball Hall of Fame



and summer season only costs $55. BASS 
provides umpires, balls and a T-shirt for 
the players. Extra T-shirts cost $10 and 
players need to bring their own bats and 
gloves.BASS welcomes all skill levels and 
the board of  directors will divide players 
into the A and B leagues and into teams 
to keep the league balanced and prevent 
injury.  The A league plays at 6:30 p.m. 
Mondays near 5201 North Main St. 
and the B league plays on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 4598 Hemlock Drive.  The 
B league’s game time varies because its 
field doesn’t have sports lighting. 

“The A league plays doubleheaders,” 
Morgan said. “I’m trying to get the team 
count down to five because right now 

we’re playing until 10:30 sometimes and 
that’s hard on the umpires and everyone 
involved.” 

Morgan predicts the B league to nearly 
double in size in the spring and summer 
season, increasing from two teams to four 
teams. 

“We’re doing things a little different this 
year,” said Morgan. “We’re actually having 
a tryout and anyone who doesn’t make the 
roster automatically goes to the B league.” 

All games are free and open to the 
public. Concessions for purchase are also 
available. For more information, email 
BASS Vice President Andy Crawford at 
bryantsdad@aol.com or call him at 832-
729-2732. In addition, Morgan said that 

children are welcome to come and 
practice baseball and softball at 

the A league’s unused back 
field near 5201 North 

Main St. On most game 
nights, Trey Brooks, a 
retired AA Midland 
Cubs and AAA Iowa 
Cubs player, will give 
baseball tips to the 
children. 
BASS began in 1982 

after following a long tradition of  men 
holding softball practices at Roseland 
Park since the 1950s. In its first year, 
BASS launched an advertising campaign 
and gathered 45 players all 60 years and 
older. In 1984, the first president, 

Carl Collins, and first vice president, 
Houston Schweitzer,

began the process of  securing land for 
two softball fields and support facilities. 
They met with county commissioner Jim 
Fonteno and negotiated a construction 
cost of  $140,000. 

BASS paid for the cost in $10,000 
annual increments with the help of  
donations from Exxon, Chevron, Sears, 
H L&P (now CenterPoint Energy,) 
Mobay Chemical Corporation and others. 
The league also raised money from large 
yard sales and raffles conducted by BASS 
members. 

The fields opened up for the 1985 
season and after Collins and Schweitzer 
approached Fonteno in 1988 to inform 
him the association was struggling to 
meet its financial obligation, Fonteno 
absolved BASS of  future payments to 
Harris County. 

Phillip Morris, Ken Foster and Don 
Hillier were inducted into the Baytown 

Area Senior Softball Hall of Fame 
Saturday by BASS President Leonard 

Morgan. BASS is a league for men 
over 50 with an A League and a B 

League based on skill level to reduce 
the chance of player injury. The 

league recently finished its season 
and is accepting new members. Visit 
baytownseniorsoftball.org for more.
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By Zach Martin, zach.martin@baytownsun.com 
Sixteen-year-old Madilyn Lawrence’s interest in Japanese 

language and culture emerged when she started taking jiu-jitsu 
lessons at 10 years old. Her appreciation grew after reading 
manga, Japanese comic books, and anime, Japanese cartoons. 
At 12 years old, when she decided to write her own book, she 
spent several months thinking up a plot until she came up with 
the initial story in her sixth grade science class at Cedar Bayou 
Junior High School, inspired by that appreciation. 

“That’s when I clearly remember my eureka moment,” said 
Lawrence. 

Now, after a little more than a year of  work, the junior at 
IMPACT Early College High School published a nearly 400-
page novel with a sequel on the way. Inspired by Japanese 
culture, “The Magic Discovery” is a slice-of-life novel that tells 
the story of  16-year-old Marina Umpei, a normal high school 
student who befriends a new classmate and discovers two 
factions called the jinrui and jiko. 

The novel takes place in a real-world setting that utilizes 
magic, or miryoku, as Lawrence calls it. The jinrui believe that 
miryoku should be used for the good of  humanity, while the 
jiko believe it should be used to benefit the individual. An 
excerpt from “The Magic Discovery” reads, “’What I did, 
that’s called miryoku,’ Tanya revealed. ‘Miryoku?’ I repeated. 
‘It’s the Japanese word for charm. As you know, charm is 
a synonym for magic,’ Tanya explained.”Members of  the 
Kuro Shinigami, a radical splinter group of  the jiko, are the 
antagonists of  the story.

“They are evil,” Lawrence said. “The Kuro Shinigami go as 
far as to kill mortals, those who don’t have the ability of  magic, 
and the jinrui.”

A section of  her novel reads, “’Kuro Shinigami- that 
translates into ‘Black Death’- is a group of  the jiko that believe 
in the elimination of  all regular mortals. They’ve been around 
since time immemorial.’”Lawrence said that the theme of  
“The Magic Discovery” is, “You can have your own opinions, 
but don’t let them hurt others.” “The Magic Discovery” reads, 
“In all our time of  best-friendship, she had never lashed out at 
me like that. What could Tanya possibly have done to her that 
would make her act that way?” The book went through plenty 
of  changes, including a new ending, Lawrence said. 

“I left it for a while and came back to it last year,” Lawrence 
said. “The final version is radically different from the initial 

version.” 
“The Magic Discovery” is for sale on amazon.com in 

paperback for $16 and $12 for Kindle edition, in only 
paperback at Barnes & Noble for $16 and is available for 
checkout at the Sterling Municipal Library. Lawrence increased 
the Japanese influences in the novel after learning more about 
Japanese language and culture in Maria Gutierrez-Rezal’s 
Special Topics in Language and Culture class as a sophomore 
at IMPACT Early College High School. 

“Her interest in the (Japanese) culture and her contributions 
in class led to her receiving an A grade in my class,” Gutierrez-
Rezal said.

She’s been studying the Japanese language for eight months 
and can read some articles in Japanese newspapers. In addition, 
she wants to move to Japan as soon as she is able. 

“The thing I learned in (the class) that influenced this deep 
love the most is the discovery of  the ‘letters’ of  Japanese, the 
hiragana,” Lawrence said. “Knowing those made learning kanji 
and Japanese grammar seem like a much easier task than I had 
originally thought. If  I hadn’t learned about them, I wouldn’t 
be at the level I am today, Japanese-wise.”

Her knowledge of  the Japanese language is depicted on 
every page of  “The Magic Discovery,” because the page 
numbers are written in Japanese characters. She has a 
glossary in the back of  her novel explaining 
Japanese characters and phrases. 
“(In the class,) we also learned 
about various places in 
Japan through the 
YouTube channel 
‘Only in 
Japan,’ the 
history 
of  

Baytown teen publishes 
novel, sequel in works
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Japan from the Meiji era, various holidays in 
Japan and the Japanese government,” Lawrence 
said. 

A section in “The Magic Discovery” 
explaining a portion of  Japanese culture reads, 
““Kabuki, in Japan, is a stage drama performed 
exclusively by men. It is massively popular 
here and with foreigners. In Kyoto, there used 
to be 7 Kabuki stages, but now only one, the 
Minami-za, remains. I was thinking we could 
go see a show.”” Lawrence published the novel 
through createspace.com, a free or low-cost 
self-publishing site for authors, musicians and 
filmmakers. 

“I haven’t sold as many as I had hoped,” 
Lawrence said. “I don’t have the money for 
advertising.” 

In seventh grade, Lawrence was chosen 
by the Duke University Talent Identification 
Program and took the SAT. Her scores were 
higher than the average high school student. 

“She’s gifted,” Lawrence’s mother, Shiron 
said. “She’s a sponge for information.” 

Shiron Lawrence said that Madilyn was 
born bilaterally and profoundly deaf. She had 
a cochlear implant at the age of  1 and has 
no speech impediment. In addition, Madilyn 
Lawrence is at the top of  her graduating class, a 
dual-credit student, a member of  the National 
Society of  High School Scholars, received the 
Presidential Award at Cedar Bayou Junior High 
School and an invitation to join Phi Theta 
Kappa and won her seventh- and eighth-grade 
spelling bees. She also works at US Champions, 
a martial arts afterschool daycare, has a brown 
belt in jiu-jitsu and provides homework tutoring 
for all subjects. She used to be employed on the 
weekends at YMCA’s Miracle League, a baseball 
league for children with physical and mental 
disabilities. In elementary, Madilyn Lawrence 
often checked out and read as many books as 
she was allowed from the library. She wants to 
major in computer programming and design 
her own video game. Madilyn has finished a 
sequel called “The Fall of  Magic,” which is 
now in the editing process and is expected to 
use more of  the Japanese language than “The 
Magic Discovery.”  

Madilyn Lawrence, 16-year-old junior at Impact Early College High School 
student and author of “The Magic Discovery,” showcases her recently 
published novel. The novel is available for purchase at Barnes & Noble 
and for checkout at the Sterling Municipal Library.
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By Michael Pineda
michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

Gil Stalbaum retired as a teacher and coach of  the Barbers 
Hill baseball team in 2010. But he has not been that difficult to 
find.  

Since his retirement, he has become active playing softball 
in the Baytown senior citizen’s league. He has also traveled 
throughout the nation competing on a tournament team 
enjoying a new lease on life. 

But make no mistake about it; Stalbaum is the same as he 
always was. 

He recently received special recognition for a standout career 
as the Eagle coach during the Barbers Hill Hall of  Honor 
Induction. Stalbaum coached baseball at Barbers Hill from 1982 
to 2010, making the playoffs 13 times including a string of  10 
years in a row. 

He accumulated a record of  422-205 and had 24 athletes 
named All State, and  was selected to coach in the 2010 Texas 
High School Baseball Coaches All-Stars Game. 

Stalbaum said he knew it was time for his illustrious coaching 
career to come to an end seven years ago.

“They say you will know and I knew,” he said. “The thing that 
kind of  pushed me over the edge, I was out at practice. They 
were doing spring football. It was a new coaching staff  and they 
were getting after it. They had a lot of  fire and a lot of  energy. 
And I just got to a point where I didn’t have the energy to do the 
job that needed to be done. That job requires a lot of  energy.”

There were plenty of  projects to catch up on that had been 
put off. It didn’t take long before he had a new hobby that was 
right up his alley.

“When my retirement became public knowledge, Joe Sapp 
called me and said, ‘We have a senior softball league in Baytown, 
would you like to play?’ I didn’t know anything about it,” 
Stalbaum said. “I went out, hurt myself  and played hurt for two 
years until I learned how much my body could take.”

From league play, Stalbaum had an opportunity to join a 
tournament team. 

And he was hooked.
Stalbaum has retired from tournament play but continues to 

play on Monday nights in Baytown.
“When I can stay healthy, I just continue to play,” he said. “We 

have a great league and a great bunch of  guys in Baytown.”

Where are they now? 
Gil Stalbaum

Gil Stalbaum then

Gil Stalbaum now
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GCCISD sixth-graders trailblaze 
to future STEM careers

By Zach Martin
zach.martin@baytownsun.com

The Texas Alliance for Minorities in Engineering came 
to Baytown last week and encouraged 1,729 GCCISD sixth 
graders to pursue careers in science, technology, engineering 
and mathematic fields. 

TAME arrived at the five junior schools for the fourth 
consecutive year with one of  its Trailblazers, a 40-foot trailer 
with five exhibits with information on energy, space and 
the International Space Station, medicine, meteorology and 
aerodynamics. 

“We’ve put a lot of  work into this,” Trailblazer Felicitator 
Sam McWhorter said. “There’s an immediate payoff  when 
we get to see the reactions of  young people to the exhibits 
and there’s also a long term payoff  when they go into STEM 
careers.” 

TAME has two Trailblazers, Trailblazer I and II, with slightly 
different exhibits. The organization recently added four 
monitors and three exhibits to Trailblazer I.  The exhibits in 
the Trailblazer that came to GCCISD addressed topics that 
sixth graders are learning in their science classes.

One new exhibit was an update to a student favorite, a 
model of  an upper torso with a T-shirt. With an iPad, students 
examine models of  functioning organs inside the torso. 

Each trailer can accommodate 30 students at a time. The 

students divide into stations and rotate until 30-45 minutes 
elapse. On average, 200 students visit a Trailblazer each day. 

McWhorter trained Robert E. Lee High School, Sterling 
High School and Goose Creek Memorial High School students 
from the Instructional Practices and Peer Assistance and 
Leadership classes, or PALS, to operate the exhibits and teach 
the sixth graders concepts from the exhibits. 

Both Trailblazers travel the state of  Texas showing its 
exhibits to dozens of  school districts and community events 
during the school year and about 30 libraries during June and 
July.

GCCISD junior highs received pre visit activities and follow 
up materials to keep engaging the sixth graders about STEM 
fields. 

The Trailblazers have been coming to Baytown since 2014 
because of  sponsorship from Chevron Phillips Chemical 
Company.  

According to the Bureau of  Labor Statistics, nine million 
new STEM jobs are projected to be available in five years in 
the U.S. and TAME’s goal is to expose junior high students to 
STEM careers and the equipment that STEM professionals 
use. “One day, a young person this age is going to figure out 
how to double proficiency of  solar panels,” said McWhorter. 
“There’s no reason why that young person can’t come from 
Texas.”  

Andrea Espinoza (left) and Alyssa Dickens from 
Baytown Junior School use virtual reality in the 
TAME Trailblazer trailer to view the international 
space station. The mobile science unit, sponsored 
by Chevron Phillips Chemical, is traveling to all five 
Goose Creek CISD junior schools to enhance the 
science curriculum for sixth-grade students.

Photos by 
Carrie Pryor-

Newman

From left Jada 
Watson and 
Faith Sanchez, 
sixth-graders at 
Baytown Junior 
School, listen 
to their hearts 
through the 
stethoscopes 
at one of the 
stations in the 
TAME Trailblazer 
trailer, sponsored 
by Chevron 
Phillips Chemical 
to enhance 
the science 
curriculum for sixth-graders in Goose Creek CISD. Andrea 
Santillan (back), an Instructional Practices student from 
Robert E. Lee High School, facilitates the station.
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Cedar Bayou Junior High School 
sixth grader Ulisses Hernandez looks 
through a virtual reality simulator 
of an astronaut floating outside the 
International Space Station with 
Antony McLaughlin on the Texas 
Alliance for Minorities in Engineering’s 
Trailblazer. Trailblazers are trailers 
filled with energy, space and the 
International Space Station, medicine, 
meteorology and aerodynamics exhibits 
to encourage junior high students to 
pursue careers in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematic fields.

From left, Cedar Bayou Junior High School sixth graders Lizette Perez, America Quiroz and Guadalupe 
Gomez attract electric currents to their fingertips with a plasma ball on the Texas Alliance for Minorities in 
Engineering’s Trailblazer. Trailblazers are trailers filled with energy, space and the International Space Station, 
medicine, meteorology and aerodynamics exhibits to encourage junior high students to pursue careers in 
science, technology, engineering and mathematic fields.

Photos by 
Zach Martin



Zach Martin
zach.martin@baytownsun.com

Sandwiched between the San Jacinto Monument and Sam 
Houston’s longtime summer home at Cedar Point, Baytown has 
ties to the Texas general.

Now, a 16-foot long, 15-foot tall statue of  Houston is 
finished and ready to be shipped to Baytown.

Sculptor David Adickes said the $200,000 statue will portray 
Sam Houston on horseback with a pose similar to the Sam 
Houston statue in Hermann Park. 

Now, it’s just a matter of  when.
“I need it out of  my studio,” sculptor David Adickes said. “I 

have other things I need to do.”
The statue will sit atop a roundabout on San Jacinto 

Boulevard, a north-south corridor that will connect Interstate 
10 to Bush Road. The boulevard will start between the Goose 
Creek CISD Administration building and Cheddar’s Scratch 
Kitchen and will be parallel to Garth Road. 

Adickes told the city to place the Sam Houston statue on 
its centerpiece now, hidden under a strapped veil because the 
statue can be lifted with a 30 foot crane. Adickes is concerned 
that if  the city waits until construction is complete, it would 
have to spend an unnecessary high cost to rent a 
crane tall enough to lift the statue from 70 
feet away. 

Contractors don’t like the idea because 
of  liability from vandalism or damage, 
Adickes said. But, he added, the city 
could take out a policy. 

“I’ll even take liability and 
repair it myself,” Adickes said. 
“That’s how confident I 
am that nothing will 
happen to it.”  

In 

addition, Adickes said that if  the city allows him to place the 
statue on the pedestal before construction is complete, he’d 
build a box around it for protection that can be dismantled on 
the dedication day. 

The boulevard’s construction has been divided into two 
phases. Phase one will connect the boulevard to about 300 feet 
past Santavy Street and phase two will extend the road south to 
the Cedar Bayou Lynchburg Road intersection and will line up 
to Bush Road. 

The statue will be at the roundabout at the intersection of  
San Jacinto Boulevard and Hunt Road and will point toward 
the San Jacinto Monument, which marks the Battle of  San 
Jacinto. 

“We were looking for an art idea for Baytown that would 
make a statement,” said Scott Johnson, director of  parks and 
recreation. “We decided to put Sam up on a pedestal pointing 
toward the monument on the new roundabout we’re building.” 

Johnson said the road must be completed before the statue 
arrives and the city isn’t sure when construction will be 
finished.

Connie Curtis, a contracted engineer from Kimley-Horn and 
Associates, said Adickes was the perfect artist for the sculpture.

“We thought he would be able to execute the project better 
than someone else because he’s well known in the community,” 

Curtis said.

Large sculpture coming to town



Texas Pecan Pie

How to make:
Melt the butter, being careful 
not to burn it. While it is still hot, 
place it in a small mixing bowl. 
Add syrup and sugar. Mix with a wire 
wisk until smooth. Add eggs and 
vanilla. Whip for about two minutes. 
Pour mixture into the pie shell. Top 
with pecan halves. Bake at 325 
degrees for 50 to 55 minutes. 
Cool before serving.

Ingredients:
1 Pie Shell

1/2 cup Dark Karo Syrup
1 cup brown sugar

1/2 cup butte
1 tsp. vanilla extract

4 eggs
2 cups chopped pecans

A deliciously simple 
crowd pleaser!
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Did you know?
Green bean casserole 
is a casserole consisting 
of green beans, cream 
of mushroom soup, and 
french fried onions. The 
casserole, created in 
1955 by Campbell’s, is 
popular as a side dish for 
Thanksgiving dinners in 
North America.

1 can Campbell’s Condensed Cream of 
Mushroom Soup or Campbell’s Condensed 
98% Fat Free Cream of Mushroom Soup or 
Campbell’s Healthy Request Condensed 
Healthy Request Cream of Mushroom Soup
1/2 cup milk
1 teaspoon soy sauce
1 dash black pepper
4 cups cooked cut green beans
1 1/3 cups French’s® French Fried Onions

How to Make It
Step 1
Stir the soup, milk, soy sauce, black 
pepper, beans and 2/3 cup onions in 
a 1 1/2-quart casserole.

Step 2
Bake at 350°F for 25 minutes or 
until the bean mixture is hot and 
bubbling.  Stir the bean mixture.  
Sprinkle with the remaining onions.

Step 3
Bake for 5 minutes or until 
the onions are golden brown.

Green Bean Casserole
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It’s all about the 
sides!

Dinner rolls make every 
holiday meal so much more 
delicious, and the dinner rolls 
from Chicken Express will prove 
that these rolls are deliciously 
dangerous!   

Remember the red!
Do you 
open the can 
or prepare it 
from fresh 
cranberries?

Located at 7300 Garth Road just north of I-10, you can dine in or drive-through at Chicken Express.
Either way, mouth-watering dinner rolls are sure to make your holiday meal a success.
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Shining a light on Baytown, one person at a time.
Baytown is full of interesting people. Here are a 
few examples from The Baytown Project, an online 
endeavor, that highlights folks I meet while walking 
in the city’s streets.

David Berkowitz has been in the communications 
field for nearly 40 years including stops at The 
Baytown Sun and The University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center. He manages The Baytown 
Project on Facebook, Instagram, Tumblr and 
Twitter.

“I went through a period where I was dealing with 
depression. I had a lot of  bad feelings about myself. At the 
time, I didn’t really know why. But I came to understand that 
it was due to traumatic situations. I used to be a volunteer 
firefighter for the City of  Mont Belvieu. I love firefighting. I 
like helping people. But I think I saw too much, too fast. I did 
it for about 10 years. The fires, they didn’t bother me at all. It 
was the car wrecks. It was the death that I saw. 

“The incident that pretty much put me over the edge 
happened one Friday evening. I was sitting at home when my 
pager went off  at about 10 o’clock. There was an accident 

involving a motorcycle. So I started heading to the 
fire station. About halfway there I could hear the 
radio chatter. It said there was a confirmed DOA. 

Something inside of  me said, ‘Ken, turn around.’ But then 
something also told me to keep going. When I reached the 
scene, I ran into a fellow firefighter. He said, ‘Man, there’s 
nothing you can do.’ I thought about turning around again, but 
I just had to go up there to the scene. And it was devastating. 
It was two people on a motorcycle, and they both were gone. 
It bothered me so much that after I got home, I couldn’t sleep 
that whole weekend.”

When his department met the following Monday evening, 
a chaplain was on hand to visit with the firefighters and EMS 
personnel.

“He was trying to get a sense of  everybody’s feelings and 
emotions. After he went around the room once, he came back 
to me and said, ‘I think I know what it is.’ He said, ‘What 
is your purpose? What is your role with the department?’ I 
said, ‘To serve and protect. To help people.’ He said, ‘Exactly. 
And when you went to that scene and realized there was 
nothing that you could do to help those people, you basically 
felt useless.’ When I thought about it, he was right. If  I had 
gotten there and been able to get those people packaged up, 
on a helicopter and off  to a hospital, that could have helped. 
I would have felt a little more release that I tried my best. But 
the fact that those people didn’t move when I got there, it just 
stuck with me. 

“So a lot of  my depression came from doing that kind of  
work and seeing the heartache that I saw. It just took a while 
to catch up with me. I always told people that you think you 
want to do that job, but sometimes you really don’t. Late at 
night when everybody else is asleep and you can’t sleep, that’s 
when those old demons come back to haunt you.”

Kenneth Clark works as an operator at Covestro, 

where he serves on the emergency response team as a 

firefighter and hazmat technician.

The Baytown
Project
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“During World War II, my 
father built defense camps all over 
the country. I grew up moving 
every three to six months. We’d live a few months in one 
camp and then go somewhere like Wyoming for several more 
months, then Virginia, Florida, Missouri, all over the place. 
We’d live in tents, quonset huts or whatever was available that 
the company could put us in. My father was a craftsman, an 
ironworker, at the time. His company had a lot of  the defense 
contracts to build these places.

“I met Freda while our family was living in California. 
That was 1955. We were high school sweethearts. My father 
promised us boys that if  we would follow him around the 
country, that when we got to high school we could stay and 
graduate from that high school if  we wanted to. This was a 
little mountain community in the Sierras. It was in Tuolumne 
County, right next door to Yosemite National Park. I wanted 
to stay, but my father had to go back to Cape Canaveral where 
he did a lot of  work. So he got me a room with a lady he 
trusted. I moved in and my parents moved 3,000 miles away. 
I wasn’t scared one bit. Up there in those mountains, it was 
peaceful and calm with very little crime.

“That went on for about a year and a half. Then Freda’s 
father was transferred, and he had to move. My father said 
that if  I moved anywhere, I’d have to move with him. He was 
in Missouri at the time. I understood that position, because it 

was 
costing him 
a lot of  
money to 
support me 
someplace 
else. 

So that 
summer, 
Freda 
and I got 
married. 

We both 
were still 
in high 
school. 
I was 16 
and she was 18. We knew that by getting 
married, Dad couldn’t break us up. He wouldn’t try, and I 
knew it. It pays to know your parents sometimes. He wished 
us the best. That was 60 years ago.”

“My family loves to help people. That’s just the way my 
grandparents raised my parents, and it’s how my parents 

raised my sister and me. 
“When we lived in the Rio Grande Valley, in a little 

town called San Benito, we were about 20 minutes 
from the Mexico border. We would see people who 
had crossed the border walking down the street, 

and they needed food or were looking for work. So my 
grandfather would put them to work cutting grass on our 
big lots. He would say, ‘You come help me for the day. I’ll 
feed you and give you a little money to get you back on your 
way.’ Usually, it was men who had left their families behind. 
They would try to get on with the farms and pick cotton or 
whatever vegetables were in season. Then they would turn 
around and take the money they earned back to their families. 

“I realize that some people don’t agree with doing 
something like that. But it’s just the way my grandfather and 
grandmother were. They always thought it was the right thing 
to do. They always wanted to help people. My grandparents 
have passed away. But our family still helps people. We 
do things to provide for needy families around here. I’m 
proud that we’re carrying on that tradition. We’re pretty 
compassionate about helping those who have a genuine need. 
I love that about my family.”

Selena Aguilar is a third-generation Texan. 

Her parents and both sets of grandparents were 

born in the United States.
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Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital capped off  a month celebrating Breast Cancer Awareness in October by hosting a 
“Ladies Night Out: Positively Pink for Breast Health” evening function at the newly renovated Reilly Pavilion in the reception 
areas of  the Hospital.

Almost 150 attendees celebrated an evening dedicated to breast care — from early detection to advanced treatment of  breast 
cancer — presented by Houston Methodist Breast Care Center and Houston Methodist Cancer Center.   

David Bernard CEO Houston Methodist 
San Jacinto Hospital; Becky Chalupa Vice 
President/Chief Nursing Officer Houston 

Methodist San Jacinto Hospital; Physicians 
from Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital: 
Hannah Chung M.D., Esther Dubrovsky M.D., 

Mary Goswitz M.D., Deepa Sashital, M.D., 
Pamela Medellin M.D. and Edward Lee M.D.

Positively Pink
Pictured with Harris County Constables Precinct 3 Officers front Row Fashion Show Participants from left to right Karen Coffey, 
Joycelyn Henry, Esperanza Huerta, Nancy Hall Lange, Kristina Perry, Dianna Muha, Donna Poeling, Sandy Lendy, Bobbie 
Jean Owens Howard, Millicent Lewis

Houston Methodist Hospital celebrates Breast Cancer Awareness
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Last Carver High School class celebrates 50 year reunion 

Mistress of Ceremony Mary Norman, left, and Melvin Wells, right, 
celebrate the announcement of Susan Hildreth as queen of George 
Washington Carver High School at the 50th Year Class Reunion of 

Carver High School. The class of 1967 was the final graduating class 
of Carver High School and Paul Davis was announced king of Carver 

High School.

Bobby and Cynthia Broussard secure their seats and wait to eat with old 
classmates at the 50th Year Class Reunion of George Washington Carver 
High School. The class of 1967 was the final graduating class of Carver 
High School and Paul Davis and Susan Hildreth were announced king and 
queen of Carver High School.

George Washington Carver 
High School alumni gather 

together at the 50th Year Class 
Reunion. The class of 1967 was 

the final graduating class of 
Carver High School and Paul 

Davis and Susan Hildreth were 
announced king and queen of 

Carver High School.

Fifty years have passed since 
George Washington Carver High 
School closed its doors and the 
final graduating class, class of  1967, 

gathered to catch up at the 50th Year 
Class Reunion. 

Paul Davis and Susan Hildreth were 
announced king and queen of  Carver 

High School and the class sang “Lift 
Every Voice and Sing,” and enjoyed 
a meal together. 
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Two George Washington Carver High 
School alumnae, Sarah Miller, left, and 
Julia Hodge, right, talk with each other 
at the 50th Year Class Reunion. The class 
of 1967 was the final graduating class of 
Carver High School and Paul Davis and 
Susan Hildreth were announced king and 
queen of Carver High School.

Laura Washington calls a 
classmate to join her table as 
Floyd Williams finishes his meal 
at the 50th Year Class Reunion 
of George Washington Carver 
High School. The class of 1967 
was the final graduating class 
of Carver High School and Paul 
Davis and Susan Hildreth were 
announced king and queen of 
Carver High School.

Deloris Moss shares a humorous story 
with her old classmates at the 50th Year 
Class Reunion of George Washington 
Carver High School. The class of 1967 
was the final graduating class of Carver 
High School and Paul Davis and Susan 
Hildreth were announced king and queen 
of Carver High School.

King of George Washington Carver High 
School Paul Davis gives a speech at the 
50th Year Class Reunion of George 
Washington Carver High School. The class 
of 1967 was the final graduating class of 
Carver High School and Davis and Susan 
Hildreth were announced king and queen 
of Carver High School.

The reunion committees gather together after long planning at the 50th Year Class 
Reunion of Carver High School. The class of 1967 was the final graduating class of 
Carver High School and Paul Davis was announced king of Carver High School.

Susan Hildreth and Paul Davis celebrate 
after being announced king and queen of 
George Washington Carver High School 
at the 50th Year Class Reunion of Carver 
High School. The class of 1967 was the 
final graduating class of Carver High 
School and Paul Davis was announced 
king of Carver High School.
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Eddie V. Gray Wetlands Center 
Gala: Poolside by the Bay

The annual Wetlands Gala raised more than $36,000 for the Eddie V. Gray Wetlands Education and Recreation Center. The 
Friends of  the Wetlands Center, a nonprofit arm that works in conjunction with the Baytown Parks and Recreation Department 
to support the wetlands facility and its programs, hosted the fundraiser.  This year’s event, dubbed “Poolside View of  Burnet 
Bay,” was held at the waterfront home of  Michael Turner in Lakewood.

Chris Warford, Mike Turner and Barrett Stevenson

Friends of the Baytown Nature Center: Howard Hunt, Merle Hunt, LaToya Johnson, Terry Adcock, 
Christine LaCoste, Tracey Prothro, Billy Barnett and Lynne Foley

Eddie Gray and 
Janet Wahrlich 

Recognizing
outstanding acheivements

for over 25 years

Personalization • Recognition • Awards • Engraving • Promotional Products 
1214 Massey Tompkins • 281-420-1299 • www.awards-engraving.com
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Erwin Tilton, 
Connie Tilton 

and Sasha 
Easley

Debi Jordan, Dennis Brown, Darlene Brown, Gladys Pryor and 
Judy Wheat

Aimee Davis, 
Rick Davis 

and Michael 
Ashton

Charles Johnson, LaToya Johnson, Heather Betancourth and 
Robert Betancourth David Daspit and 

David Molhman

David Kadjar and 
Wayne Smith

Inta Walker, Bennie Kadjar and Cherie Laughlin



50Greater Baytown Winter 2017

Be Well Baytown
Be Well Baytown Wellness Event is the first 
of  many planned by University of  Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center. The goal is to deliver 
475,000 pounds of  produce and increase the 
frequency of  these events to about 24 per year 
by 2020 and teach Baytown residents lifestyle 
practices to reduce obesity, tobacco use and 
ultraviolet ray exposure, three factors that are 
linked to cancers. ExxonMobil will be providing 
$10 million in funding for Be Well Baytown 
over the next 7-10 years.

Be Well Baytown Wellness Event visitors, a YMCA employee and ExxonMobil 
employees watch the pound workout routine with child, Noah Chapa. 
From left  Claudia Heath, Mary Thomas, Dr. Yvonne Thomas-Chapa, Mike 
Ashton, Pam Farmer, Emily Russell and Connie Tilton.

Kathy Hurt, 
left, Romero 
Alisia and 
Maria 
AuzenneFrom left Michael 

Walsh, 
Payal Pandit-Talati, 

Katy Oestman, Anna 
Brewster, Dr. Ruth 

Rechis and Elizabeth 
Caballero

Photos by Zach Martin

Shon Conner and Velma Clifton finish 
visiting the health information booths at 
the Be Well Baytown Wellness Event.

Mayor Stephen 
DonCarlos and 
Dr. Ruth Rechis, 
director of healthy 
communities at 
University of Texas 
MD Anderson 
Cancer Center

Goose Creek CISD employees Amy 
George, left, Suellen Lambert and Irma 
Tyler and Texas Migrant Education 
Program representatives Priscila Garza 
and Elizabeth Perez

After gathering health and nutrition 
information from various booths at the 
Be Well Baytown Wellness Event, the 
Moody family prepares for an on-site 
yoga class.
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REL & RSS Class of  ‘87
The 1987 Classes of  Robert E. Lee and Ross S. Sterling high schools celebrated their 30-year
reunion of  “Ganders and Rangers: Together Again” at the Trolley Station Ballroom in Galveston

Tammy Flowers (REL), Jennifer Garcia 
(REL), Susan Lawrence (REL), James 
Kingsmill (REL), Cherokee Wilson (REL)

Lisa French (REL), 
Beth Schlauch (REL)

Ed Warren (REL)
Jodie Hughes (REL)

Scott Cogburn 
(RSS) James 

Kingsmill (REL)

D’Laine Matthews (RSS) Gilbert Luna (REL)

Nikol Dittman 
(REL) Thomas 
Courville (REL)

Patrice Carhart (REL) 
Kelly Kirkland (RSS) Stevie Regian (REL) and Kim Evans (RSS)

Terri Corbett 
(REL) Matt 

Rowland (RSS)

D’Laine Matthews (RSS) David Dabney 
(REL) Gilbert Luna (REL) Leslie Dannett 
(RSS)

Kathryn Barber (RSS), 
Julie Davidson (RSS) 
Shannon Bowers (RSS)

Ken Guidry (RSS) Troy Fields (RSS), 
Roger Liggins

Laura Crain




