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LEADING MEDICINE IN YOUR COMMUNITY
WHERE YOU GO MAKES A DIFFERENCE

PROVIDING QUALITY CARE CLOSE TO HOME
For nearly 70 years, Baytown area residents have put their faith and trust 
in Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital to provide world-class health 
care and services.

Maintaining and building on that trust is a never-ending process that the 
hospital’s leadership, physicians, nurses and staff take very seriously. The 
ongoing expansion project is a major element in the hospital’s overarching 
mission to serve the growing region of Baytown and east Harris, Liberty 
and Chambers counties with unparalleled safety, quality, service and 
innovation.

Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital’s bond with its patients and the 
community is stronger than ever thanks to its commitment to ensuring 
that its staff and facilities are second to none. This focus explains why 
the hospital has been recognized by numerous prestigious organizations 
and award programs and why it continually works to provide unsurpassed 
medical care and services in a convenient, close-to-home location.

Birthing Center
Breast Care Center
Cancer Center*
Cardiology
Cardiovascular Surgery
Chest Pain Center*
Diabetes Education Program*

PROVIDING A FULL SPECTRUM OF CLINICAL EXPERTISE

Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital
4401 Garth Rd. | Baytown, TX 77521
281.428.2273 |  houstonmethodist.org/sanjacinto

Emergency Medicine
Gastroenterology
General Surgery
Imaging & Diagnostic Services*
Level II Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
Neurology
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery
Pulmonary Rehabilitation Services
Rehabilitation Services*
Robotic Surgery
Sleep Center*
Stroke Program*

Thoracic Surgery
Urology
Vein Clinic
Weight Loss Surgery
Wound Care Program

*Accredited
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April’s Greater Baytown focuses on our 
petrochemical and industrial partners in 
the community. 

In the first few pages you can read 
about Cedar Port Industrial Park’s 
phenomenal growth and Port Houston’s 
expansion, making them tops in trade in 
the U.S.

Learn 10 things you didn’t know 
about United Way’s Executive Director, 
Melissa Reabold. If  you have ever thought 
about volunteering with United Way, now 
is the time. Our community still has 500 
families displaced from their homes. FEMA 
estimates 14 years for full recovery for our 
area. Yes, 14 years.

Hear about amazing Hurricane Harvey 
rescues by Enterprise Products employees.

ExxonMobil’s STEAM Town USA is 
piloting a program with Goose Creek CISD 
and Covestro continues to inspire students 

with their manufacturing lab 
at Stuart Career Tech High 
School.

The Baytown Project by 
David Berkowitz shines 
a light on three unique 
individuals. Brian Parra is 
studying at Lee College to 
become an educator, Ahime 
Ornelas is assistant principal 
at James Bowie Elementary, 

and Keith Dick is teaching French in his 
retirement. “Where are they now?” returns 
to highlight Kendall Shaw of  the Barbers 
Hill High School Class of  2012.

We thank all our advertisers who help 
make our publications possible and we hope 
you enjoy reading Greater Baytown.

Greater Baytown is a product of  
The Baytown Sun, serving our readers since 1922.

Carol Skewes
Publisher
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The next time you’re stopped to wait for a train crossing, try to 
count the hopper cars. Those big, boxy cars that funnel down to 
hatches at the bottom might be filled with grain in another part 
of  the country, but here they’re likely full of  plastic resin pellets.

Two world-class polyethylene facilities just across town from 
one another have produced a lot of  change to the Baytown 
and Mont Belvieu area in the last few years: jobs, traffic, new 
housing, new retail and lots of  growth in general.

Now that they are up and running, they’re producing 
something else: plastic resin. Lots and lots of  plastic resin. That 
resin, in the form of  pellets, is destined to be melted down and 
formed into plastic products of  all descriptions – and leads to 
the latest chapter in the Baytown growth story that began with 
the fracking boom.

Cedar Port Industrial Park – formerly called Cedar Crossing 
– continues to be a window into the industrial cycles of  the 
American economy.

Originally developed for steel production, the massive 
development faltered with the decline of  the domestic steel 
industry and the oil bust of  the 1980s, with large job losses 
coming with the closing of  U.S. Steel.

With American retail stores looking to cheaper foreign 
manufacturers for their goods, Cedar Crossing took on new 
life with huge distribution centers built by Walmart and Home 
Depot, receiving goods imported through Port Houston.

Steel has returned to the industrial park with India’s Jindal 
Group producing steel plate at its JSW plant at Cedar Port, and 

fabrication of  equipment and pipe for the oil industry ebbing 
and flowing with the fluctuations of  that sector.

The big growth now, though, shifts the focus from oil and 
gas drilling equipment to handling of  petrochemical finished 
product and from import to export.

Ravago Americas, a division of  a Belgium-based company, 
purchased about 200 acres at Cedar Port in late 2016. 

At that time, a statement from Ravago Vice President of  
Operations Sean Williams, said, “Ravago is a fully integrated 
plastic resins company and is responding to our customers’ 
and suppliers’ wishes to increase our footprint in the greater 
Houston market.”

Their facility is built to receive plastic resin pellets and package 
them for export.

Vinmar International, another global company trading 
in plastics, has its own 500,000-square-foot building under 
construction at Cedar Port.

Vishal Goradia, vice president of  plastics for the company, 
said the facility is expected to be operational in the third quarter 
of  2018 – late summer or early fall.

He said the company, which has headquarters in Houston, 
expects the new facility will employ about 30 people when it first 
opens. The company already has about 150 employees in the 
Houston area.

Plastic resin pellets will be received in railcars and repackaged 
for shipment to customers, primarily overseas by way of  Port 
Houston.

Exports spur Cedar Port’s growth
By Mark Fleming

TITANS
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“Our new facility will serve to complement our existing 
export operations currently performed via third-party 
packagers and will allow U.S. producers of  plastics to 
continue to seamlessly access international markets via 
Vinmar’s global sales force,” he said.

“Vinmar had sales in over 100 countries in 2017. Products 
exported from our Cedar Port facility will go to the major 
plastics-consuming markets around the world.”

While locating these facilities close to the manufacturing 
plants may seem obvious, the fact that pellets must be 
shipped by rail first means that such close proximity isn’t 
absolutely necessary.

Goradia said infrastructure offered at Cedar Port was a 
big attraction.

Since December of  2014, Cedar Port has been owned 
by TGS Cedar Port Partners. TGS, the parent company, 
has operated the rail system inside the industrial park since 
1994.

Since taking ownership of  the development, TGS has 
greatly expanded its rail capabilities.

According to a presentation provided by TGS Cedar Port, 
railcar storage has grown from 1,400 railcar storage spots 
to more than 2,500, with more planned. The complex’s 
interchange tracks can handle six 135-car trains.

These were among the attractions that led it to locate at 
Cedar Port, Goradia said. The fact that the facility is served 
by both UP and BNSF railroads was a consideration, he 
said, along with TGS’s rail car storage and “customer-
oriented attitude.”

Other benefits of  the location he listed were the closeness 
of  a barge dock and access to heavy-haul roads.

photo courtesy of Cedar Port Industrial Park online photo gallery
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In the 2016-2017 school year, Melissa Cassel and Samantha 
Albright, Engineers at Exxon Mobil Chemical Company in 
Baytown, decided to pilot the program, “STEAM Town USA.” 
First of  its kind in GCCISD, it was initially held at Travis 
Elementary, and in its second year has since been expanded 
to Bowie, Highlands, and Crockett Elementary. Its purpose is 
to reach at-risk third grade girls by exposing them to STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) fields, while 
also incorporating the arts.

Melissa first heard about STEAM Town USA while attending 
a talk given by the Greater Houston Women’s Chamber of  
Commerce CEO, Suzan Deison. The program, developed 
by the GHWCC, and implemented in Houston, Conroe, and 
Spring school districts, was designed to try to ensure third grade 
girls are not only exposed to STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, arts, and mathematics) fields, but also that the 
exposure will help “improve grades and graduation rates, and 
encourage girls to pursue STEAM careers,” per the GHWCC 
website. During the talk Melissa attended, Deison stated they 
had funding to start programs elsewhere, but volunteers were 

needed. Melissa jumped at the chance to bring it to GCCISD 
because there wasn’t a program like it in Baytown. She then 
approached Samantha, who willfully came aboard to reach the 
community where she works.

The GCCISD STEAM Town USA sessions are held six times 
during the school year. At Travis, Highlands, and Crockett, 
Exxon Mobil employees conduct the sessions, while at Bowie, 
Lee College science and engineering faculty and students lead. 
twelve to 15 girls are chosen by teachers to attend the sessions. 
These girls are chosen based on a general set of  criteria, be it 
they are struggling in school, have a parent who is incarcerated, 
come from a single-parent household, or are an ESL student. 
They are provided a snack while a lesson is discussed, ranging 
from learning about renewable and non-renewable resources, 
practicing experiments such as learning about force with straws 
and Gatorade bottles, to creating their own puppy shampoo and 
having to market it successfully.

Programs like STEAM Town USA have increased in recent 
years because the US competitiveness in these fields has 
decreased worldwide. Per the Department of  Education, 

By Justa Lanie Garrett

STEAM TOWN USA

Melissa Cassel (fifth from the 
left) receives the Greater Houston 
Women’s Chamber of Commerce 
STEAM Advocate of the year award 
for bringing STEAM to GCCISD. 
Students pictured are from 
Highlands Elementary STEAM Town. 

Photo by Alexander’s Fine Portraits

ExxonMobil’s effort exposes young girls to science and technology fields 

TITANS
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Third grade girls at Travis Elementary School, color in a food pyramid chart during 
a recent STEAM Town USA session that focused on the topics of health, wellness 
and energy. Standing to the right is Emani Davis, the other three from top to 
bottom are Marley Ward, Jakaylan Guice, and Katie Rosales.

ExxonMobil’s Samantha Albright asks a group of third grade girls at Travis 
Elementary how much energy they think they exert during various fitness activities 
as part of a recent STEAM Town USA lesson on health, wellness and energy. 

“it’s more important than ever for our youth to be 
equipped with the knowledge and skills to solve tough 
problems, gather and evaluate evidence, and make sense 
of  information,” all skills learned in the STEM subjects. 
STEAM programs further the playing field by incorporating 
the arts alongside STEM concepts to encourage creativity 
and innovation, such as having to market a puppy shampoo. 
And while increasing these programs is important generally, 
it’s also pertinent to encourage underrepresented students 
to pursue these fields by providing an opportunity to 
explore STEM subjects, in hopes the exposure will 
help them want to pursue STEM fields through higher 
education, and ultimately lead them to a career where 
diversity can help benefit the US and the world.

Both Melissa and Samantha were encouraged to pursue 
their interests in STEM at a young age. While Melissa 
initially wanted to be a doctor, her fear of  blood and 
needles made her second guess her career path in the 
sciences. This is why she believes in outreach programs 
like STEAM Town USA because of  an event she attended 
when she was looking for direction, that was hosted by 
the University of  Pennsylvania Advancing Women in 
Engineering program, “where I met a lot of  women 
engineering students who were a lot like me.” Samantha, 
too, was always encouraged to pursue a career in the 
sciences. Her father and older sister have bachelor’s degrees 
in chemical engineering. She says she’s “lucky to have 
grown up in a household of  engineers because it helped me 
understand all the opportunities engineering provided and 

what kinds of  careers were available.”
Not all girls have this kind of  foundation to encourage 

careers in these fields, which is one of  the many reasons 
why there are so few. According to the United States 
Department of  Commerce 2017 report on Women in 
STEM, “women filled 47 percent of  all U.S. jobs in 2015 
but held only 24 percent of  STEM jobs.” Programs 
like STEAM Town USA want to help increase this 
percentage by encouraging girls, especially those with 
fewer opportunities due to economic status or poor grade 
performance, to do better in school and not be afraid to 
pursue a career in male-dominated fields. 

The success of  the program is clear in its expansion. 
While it’s hard to say if  STEAM Town USA will ultimately 
lead the participants to STEM careers, Melissa and 
Samantha agree the sessions have ignited an “enthusiasm 
for learning math and science,” in the girls who attend. A 
love of  learning is more than anyone can hope for. STEAM 
Town USA is a perfect example of  a successful outreach 
program.
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The value of  trade attributed to the Port of  Houston 
increased by more than $6.1 billion in 2017, by far the 
highest of  any port in the United States, according to 
data compiled by the U.S. Census Bureau.

The showing is not unusual, given that the overall port 
is a key economic engine not just for the region and 
state, but is a vital part of  the national economy as well. 

The data shows strong growth in exports, which 
was analyzed in a report done for Forbes. The top five 
exports at the Port of  Houston include gasoline and 
other refined petroleum products, which rose more than 
27 percent compared to last year, hitting $14.7 billion. 
LNG, or petroleum-based gases rose 47.73 percent, to 
more than $6.4 billion. Plastics rose 2.6 percent reaching 
a value of  more than $2.5 billion. Oil increased 137.5 
percent, to more than $2 billion, followed by ethers and 
related exports, which increased 13.3 percent to a value 
of  $1.7 billion.

Port Houston containers add to strong showing
The data includes trade through Port Houston’s 

facilities. Port Houston realizes much of  its revenue 
through its container activity, and container activity 
remained solid through the end of  the year, up by nearly 
13 percent.

Houston is the fastest-growing of  the top 10 container 
ports in the U.S., based on PIERS data.

Port Houston’s economic activity helps maintain Texas 
as the nation’s top exporting state. The greater Port 
of  Houston consists of  nearly 200 facilities along the 
25-mile-long complex of  diversified public and private 
facilities located along the Houston Ship Channel. That 
includes Port Houston’s facilities.

In addition to the exports, imports of  virtually all kinds 
also are strong, according to the census bureau statistics. 
They show Port Houston imports have increased $8.21 
billion in 2017. Oil rose 19.4 percent compared to last 
year, to $7.82 billion. Additionally, gasoline and other 

refined petroleum products rose more than 21 percent 
to $3.9 billion. Although personal motor vehicle imports 
fell 5.9 percent to $2.37 billion, seamless iron tubes and 
pipes rose 98.5 percent to $1.81 billion and iron and steel 
pipes and tubing rose 280 percent to $1.53 billion.

Forbes noted that eight of  the 10 ports with the 
greatest increase in the value of  their exports this year 
can tie the gains to rebounding prices in the energy 
sector and the chemical industry. Four of  them are in 
Texas.

Other major U.S. ports also showed increases, just not 
as much as the Port of  Houston. Take the Port of  Los 
Angeles, which showed export values increasing by more 
than $2.5 billion. While that is significant, it is far less 
than the Port of  Houston’s $6.1 billion in exports.  

Value of trade at Port Houston tops in U.S. 

photos by Chris Kuhlman

TITANS



Port Houston direct
Shippers eyeing the U.S. Gulf  of  Mexico can take advantage of  Port Houston Direct, which offers a higher degree of  

service – and stability – for both importer and exporters. Port Houston works with beneficial cargo owners (BCOs) to 
support their supply chains. Port Houston Direct can be is a top shipping solution for all-water services, with the region’s 
freight and rail network, petrochemical industry and variety of  consumer markets.

Shippers eager to access the heartland of  America are well aware of  Port Houston’s central location on the U.S. Gulf  
of  Mexico. Known for its stellar labor relations, Port Houston operates its own terminals and continues to develop and 
enhance key infrastructure. For example, three new ship-to-shore cranes have just been built and delivered to the Barbours 
Cut Container Terminal, while three other super post-Panamax cranes are under construction and scheduled to be 
delivered to the Bayport Container Terminal this year.in 2018. 

 Distribution centers remain a big draw
As growth continues on a strong path, the port has become a key draw for distribution centers and is largely responsible 

for a strong Houston industrial real estate market.
According to NAI Partners, Real Capital Analytics reports year-to-date industrial sales volume in the Houston area 

at $1.3 billion, resulting in a year-over-year change of  107%. It said a recent example of  assurance in the market was 
the acquisition of  Fairway Park Business Center, a five-building 135,571-sq.-ft. industrial warehouse park by Brennan 
Investment Group. The center was acquired from Sealy Corp.

Additionally, Northwest Logistics Center, a 411,442-sq.-ft. distribution center on a 26-acre site Texas 290 and Beltway 8 
has begun construction. The project is scheduled to be completed in June 2018, NAI reported.

Also, IKEA’s second 500,000 sq. ft. rail-served warehouse in Cedar Port Industrial Park is set to open in 2018. One 
warehouse in the park opened in 2017.

In other activity Avera Companies, a Houston-based commercial real estate development, construction and investment 
firm, has acquired 369 acres from PPG Industries on the southeast side of  the Houston area,  RealtyNewsReport reported. 
The site, which is bordered by Spencer Highway to the north and Fairmont Parkway to the south, “is not far from two key 
shipping facilities,” citing Port Houston’s Barbours Cut Container Terminal and Bayport Container Terminal.



PortHouston.com • 713-670-2400

We are responsible for over 1.2 million Texas jobs and with our new super post-Panamax, ship-to-shore cranes, we can 

accommodate the next generation of container vessels that now transit the Panama Canal. The new cranes are just a 

portion of the $1 billion modernization project that further establishes Port Houston as the leading port on the Gulf Coast.

WE ARE THE INTERNATIONAL PORT OF TEXAS!



Port Houston continues to expand.
 Port Houston is prepared for an anticipated surge in resin 

exports beginning later this year as plant expansions along the 
Houston Ship Channel come online. And as growth continues, 
Port Houston, which owns or operates eight terminals, will 
invest $1 billion-plus during the next several years in expansion 
and improvement projects.

One of  the largest ports in the world -- handling more 
than 230 million tons of  cargo a year -- Port Houston is the 
primary driver of  global trade and commerce along the U.S. 
Gulf  Coast. About two-thirds of  all containers in the U.S. Gulf  
move through Houston.

That’s one reason that much of  the money for infrastructure 
improvements at the port is being plowed back into Port 
Houston’s two container terminals, 40-year-old Barbours Cut 
and Bayport, which opened just over 10 years ago. 

An investment of  $350 million will be made during the next 
decade just at the Barbours Cut container terminal as part 
of  an ongoing modernization process. Four new super post-
Panamax wharf  cranes were delivered in 2015 and became 
operational late in the year. Three additional cranes were 
delivered in 2017.

 At Bayport, build-out continues based on demand. 
Container laydown areas are being constructed to increase 
storage capacity, while additional container yard and wharf  
expansion projects have been completed or are underway.  
Three state-of-the-art super post-Panamax wharf  cranes are 
under construction and scheduled for delivery this year.

While Port Houston owns and operates the public facilities 
at the port, the greater Port of  Houston is a 25-mile-long 
complex of  those public terminals as well as private terminals 
located along the 52-mile-long Houston Ship Channel. More 
than 9,000 ship calls and 200,000 barge transfers are made 
at the port each year, and 100 steamship lines offer services 
linking Houston to the world via all major trade lanes.

Dredging Deeper
The channel fronting Barbours Cut has been deepened to 

45 feet, while major construction dredging at Bayport also is 
complete, deepening that channel to 45 feet.

A vast network of  interstate highways and three Class 1 
railways connect Houston with an inland market of  about 100 
million consumers within 1,000 miles of  the port. Millions of  
square feet of  distribution centers are located nearby.

The Houston area’s current population of  more than six 
million is projected to double in the next 20 to 30 years. 
Regional population growth will continue to trigger increased 
consumer demand, attracting import container cargo across 
Port Houston’s docks. Following the expansion of  the Panama 
Canal in 2016, new economic opportunities will open up for 
the Gulf  Coast region as accessibility to East Asia grows via 
this vital trade route. 

Port Houston is committed to ensure customers are well-
served. Priorities include extending truck gate hours – that 
has already happened at Bayport -- and adding to technology 
systems to increase efficiency. Additionally, Port Houston will 
continue equipment balance and empty container availability 
through increased import volumes; have open and fluid access 
to road, highway and rail networks; and offer intermodal rail 
options to access markets, lower cost reduce emissions and free 
up truck capacity.

 

Port Houston’s expansion surges

photo by Chris Kuhlman
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We are responsible for over 1.2 million Texas jobs and with our new super post-Panamax, ship-to-shore cranes, we can 

accommodate the next generation of container vessels that now transit the Panama Canal. The new cranes are just a 

portion of the $1 billion modernization project that further establishes Port Houston as the leading port on the Gulf Coast.

WE ARE THE INTERNATIONAL PORT OF TEXAS!
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Enterprise Products employees tell 
harrowing tales of rescue during Harvey 

TITANS

By Matt Hollis

Hurricane Harvey left its mark in Baytown and Chambers County, 
but stories of  how people survived the storm will reverberate through 
time. 

While many homeowners will never forget how the storm disrupted 
their lives, employees in the local petrochemical plants also had 
experiences in the floodwaters. 

Such is the case with two Enterprise Products employees.
Corey Jacobson, an operator at the Plesiochronous Digital Hierarchy 

unit, told how he thought he would escape Harvey’s wrath.
“I live in Anahuac and honestly didn’t think it would be that bad,” 

Jacobson said. “I think it was Monday when the water started coming 
up to our house. So, I took my family to my parents’ house. I couldn’t 
just sit around, so I hooked up to my boat and met a buddy of  mine at 
the gas station.”

Jacobson said there were about 30 other boats waiting to get fuel. 
“We organized a plan and headed to (Highway) 146 toward Hunters 

Chase, Country Meadows and Pinehurst,” he said. “People were waving 
us down to get them out. By the time we made our first round back to 
the front of  the neighborhood, there were 40 to 60 boats. It was crazy. 
We rode until we ran out of  gas.”

Jacobson said the next morning, he went to Hamshire-Fannett.
“While I was there, the levee broke and we had to make a decision to 

stay or go back home because Interstate-10 was flooded,” he said. “It 
was hard. I was torn because I was here to help but I had to leave. In 
all, as a group, we had at least 200 people in our boats. It was an all day 
back and forth with seven to 10 people at a time.”

Jacobson said he came to a house with an elderly woman inside who 
needed help getting her husband out of  the house.

“He recently had surgery and only had a wheelchair, but there was too 
much water to wheel him out,” Jacobson said. “It took about 20 people 
to move him and his medical supplies. It was crazy how people came together. I met people from Austin and Dallas who brought 
boats down. It is insane yet cool to see everyone coming together.”

Jacobson was not the only Enterprise Products employee to pitch in and help in Harvey’s aftermath. Kevin Goulding, a shift 
supervisor at the PDH plant, shared his story.

“It started Sunday night for me,” Goulding said. “My neighbor owns an airboat business, and he got a call asking if  he had an 
airboat that could rescue an elderly woman.”

Goulding said he loaded up his boat and headed towards Beltway 8 and Highway 90 at 9 p.m. 

Corey Jacobson
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“The house where we were headed was still four miles away by boat,” he 
said. “It was the only way to her. The next morning we were in Channelview. 
It started with just people calling and asking for help, so we show up and then 
realized that there were a whole lot more that needed assistance. The hardest 
part was knowing that more water was coming and some people refusing to 
leave their homes behind, but we couldn’t wait on them to make up their mind 
because there were so many who needed to get out.”

Goulding said on Tuesday, they arrived at Highway 146 around the Mont 
Belvieu area. 

“On Wednesday, we got a group together to try to get to Port Neches but 
ended up in Hamshire-Fannett until they closed I-10,” Goulding said. “We were 
leaving every morning by 6:30 and not getting back until 7:00 that night. I feel 
like I didn’t do anything extra special. These were just the tools God gave me. I 
was only helping people out.”

Goulding said they did a Facebook live video and it netted an unbelievable 
response. 

“We had so many respond asking ‘what can I do?’ he said. “If  people didn’t 
have a boat they were helping in some other sort of  way. I think that was the 
best part, watching everyone come together. I am proud. I am very proud to see 
Texans helping Texans.” 

Inside the flooded Enterprise Products in Mont Belvieu during Hurricane Harvey

Kevin Goulding



By Christopher James

Goose Creek and Covestro team up
Thanks to Covestro and their 

partnership with Goose Creek CISD, 
students at Stuart Career Tech High 
School will have more opportunity to 
succeed in the petrochemical industry. 

As part of  its corporate giving program, 
i3 Give, Covestro donated $150,000 to 
establish the Covestro Manufacturing Lab 
at Stuart High School’s Manufactoring 
and Industrial Maintenance Academy. The 
donation helped secure lab equipment 
that is utilized in careers such as 
instrumentation, quality and construction, 
as well as many of  the petrochemical 
industry’s specialized crafts and expands 
hands-on education for students pursuing 
careers in the industry. 

“Manufacturers in Baytown and 
elsewhere frequently have difficulty 
filling positions because, all too often, 
the pool of  candidates lacks the right 
set of  science, math and technical skills 
for the available positions,” said Rod 
Herrick, vice president and site manager, 
Covestro Industrial Park Baytown. “We’re 
convinced that engaging students through 
hands-on educational opportunities such 
as this is vital to ensuring a qualified labor 
pool today and in the future.”  

The gift is part of  the company’s long-
standing dedication to supporting the 
local schools and the Baytown area to 
encourage young minds to pursue careers 
in science, engineering, technology and 
math. 

“We are told by our advisory 
committee that it is often difficult to 
find qualified candidates to fill available 
manufacturing positions,” said Goose 
CISD Superintendent Dr. Randal O’Brien. 
“By providing valuable, hands-on learning 
opportunities for our students interested 
in exploring careers in manufacturing-

related disciplines, the Covestro 
Manufacturing Lab will help bridge the 
gap in the Baytown area.” 

Stuart Career Tech High School 
is an early college high school that 
combines rigorous career and technical 
coursework with core curriculum classes. 
Students receive hands-on, project-
based instruction in one of  the four 
academy career pathways. The goal is 
for students to earn college credit and 
industry certifications in partnership with 
Lee College while attending high school. 
This prepares students to complete 
their associate and/or baccalaureate 
degree education or puruse entry-level 
occupations. 

In addition to the donation, Covestro 
also supports several of  the school 
district’s STEM initiatives including STEM 
teacher training, Girls in STEM program, 
robotics teams, providing mentoring, 
career counseling and science fair judging 
for junior high and high school students. 
They also provided apprenticeships, 
internships and scholarships. 

photos by Preslie Cox

From left, Head of communications for Covestro, Jennifer Walsh, vice president 
and site manager of Covestro, Rod Herrick, Baytown Mayor Stephen DonCarlos, 
GCCISD students Angel Chavez, Armando Garcia, Elijah Martinez, and Octavio 
Leon, GCCISD superintendent, Dr. Randy O’Brien, and director of career and 
technical education for GCCISD, Renea Dillon

Daniel Torres (left), Uwe Prigge, and 
Edgar Silva

Trey Ulan (left) and Christian Stogsdill

TITANS
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covestro.com

As a leading producer of high-tech 
polymers, Covestro is always striving 
to push boundaries in innovation and 
sustainability. Through our advanced 
material solutions, we aim to promote 
a cleaner future – making cars lighter, 

 
manufacturing more sustainable 
and

Innovation is at the core of everything 
we do – and we believe that creating a 
diverse and inclusive work environment 
is essential to the innovation process.

Diversity is our strength.

Inclusion is our commitment.

Innovation is our direction.

#PushingBoundaries



* Tax, title, license and dealer fees (unless itemized above) are extra. Not available with special fi nance or lease offers. All advertised vehicles are subject to actual dealer availability. Certain vehicles listed 
may not be available, or may have different prices. Prices exclude state tax, license, document preparation fee, smog fee, and fi nance charges, if applicable. Vehicle option and pricing are subject to change. 
Prices include all dealer rebates and dealer incentives. Pricing and availability varies by dealership. Please see dealer for more information. Prices do not include dealer charges, such as advertising, that can 
vary by manufacturer or region, or costs for selling, preparing, displaying or fi nancing the vehicle. Images displayed may not be representative of the actual trim level of a vehicle. Colors shown are the most 
accurate representations available. However, due to the limitations of web and monitor color display, we cannot guarantee that the colors depicted will exactly match the color of the car. Information provided 
is believed accurate but all specifi cations, pricing, and availability must be confi rmed in writing (directly) with the dealer to be binding. Dealer is not responsible for any inaccuracies contained herein and by 
using this application you the customer acknowledge the foregoing and accept such terms. Price does not include dealer added options. The listed details are to be used as an informational listing of available 
equipment on this vehicle. It is the sole responsibility of the customer to verify the existence of any option or accessories and the vehicle condition before time of sale. The cash price does not include any fi nance 
charge, fees for license, title, registration, taxes, service contracts, services related to the sale, and the price of accessories. All prices and availability are subject to change without notice. Listed APR, down 
payment, payments, incentives and other terms are estimates for example purposes only. Information provided is based on very well-qualifi ed buyers or lessees. The payment information provided here is not 
a commitment by any organization to provide credit, leases or other programs. Some customers may not qualify for listed programs. Your terms may vary. Lessor must approve lease. Credit approval required.

5445 I-10 East | Baytown, TX 77521
Sales: (281) 837-3820 | Service: (866) 747-4608

2017 Titan XD Platinum
Stock: 175265

VIN: 1N6AA1F48HN570096
MSRP: $60,090

Dealer Discount: $2,403
Nissan Offer: $5,750 Nissan Offer $2,000

Final Price: $49,937

2017 Rogue Sport SL
Stock: 175579
VIN: JN1BJ1CP2HW023781
MSRP: $30,830
Dealer Discount: $616
Nissan Offer: $1,500 Nissan Offer: $500 Nissan Offer: $250

Final Price: $27,964
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2017 Altima 2.5 S
Stock: 175275
VIN: 1N4AL3AP1HC496631
MSRP: $24,590
Dealter Discount: $2,459
Nissan Offer: $1,000
Final Price: $21,131



Dr. Warford and his highly trained 
staff, with a combined 75 years of 
experience, are skilled to take care 
of all of your vision needs. 

When you are looking for the 
best care possible for your eyes in 
Baytown, Dayton or Mont Belvieu, 
contact Texas State Optical Baytown. 

TSO
TEXAS STATE OPTICAL

TM

301 West Texas Avenue Baytown, TX
Book an appointment today! 

281-427-7374 • www.tsobaytown.com

L-R Lee Harris, Erica Isbel, Savannah Bonebrake, Brandon T. Moderhack O.D., 
Chris L. Warford O.D., Jonathan Machemehl, Stacie Morehouse, 

Crystal Gonzales and Andrew Willis

Dr. Chris Warford
Therapeutic Optometrist

Glaucoma Specialist

DrDrDr.. ChChChChhhrisririsrrr WaWaWaWaarforforforforfor rdrdrdrdrd

Dr. Brandon Moderhack
Therapeutic Optometrist

Glaucoma Specialist

Dr. Brandddddononono ModMoMM erhackck

* Tax, title, license and dealer fees (unless itemized above) are extra. Not available with special fi nance or lease offers. All advertised vehicles are subject to actual dealer availability. Certain vehicles listed 
may not be available, or may have different prices. Prices exclude state tax, license, document preparation fee, smog fee, and fi nance charges, if applicable. Vehicle option and pricing are subject to change. 
Prices include all dealer rebates and dealer incentives. Pricing and availability varies by dealership. Please see dealer for more information. Prices do not include dealer charges, such as advertising, that can 
vary by manufacturer or region, or costs for selling, preparing, displaying or fi nancing the vehicle. Images displayed may not be representative of the actual trim level of a vehicle. Colors shown are the most 
accurate representations available. However, due to the limitations of web and monitor color display, we cannot guarantee that the colors depicted will exactly match the color of the car. Information provided 
is believed accurate but all specifi cations, pricing, and availability must be confi rmed in writing (directly) with the dealer to be binding. Dealer is not responsible for any inaccuracies contained herein and by 
using this application you the customer acknowledge the foregoing and accept such terms. Price does not include dealer added options. The listed details are to be used as an informational listing of available 
equipment on this vehicle. It is the sole responsibility of the customer to verify the existence of any option or accessories and the vehicle condition before time of sale. The cash price does not include any fi nance 
charge, fees for license, title, registration, taxes, service contracts, services related to the sale, and the price of accessories. All prices and availability are subject to change without notice. Listed APR, down 
payment, payments, incentives and other terms are estimates for example purposes only. Information provided is based on very well-qualifi ed buyers or lessees. The payment information provided here is not 
a commitment by any organization to provide credit, leases or other programs. Some customers may not qualify for listed programs. Your terms may vary. Lessor must approve lease. Credit approval required.

5445 I-10 East | Baytown, TX 77521
Sales: (281) 837-3820 | Service: (866) 747-4608

2017 Titan XD Platinum
Stock: 175265

VIN: 1N6AA1F48HN570096
MSRP: $60,090

Dealer Discount: $2,403
Nissan Offer: $5,750 Nissan Offer $2,000

Final Price: $49,937

2017 Rogue Sport SL
Stock: 175579
VIN: JN1BJ1CP2HW023781
MSRP: $30,830
Dealer Discount: $616
Nissan Offer: $1,500 Nissan Offer: $500 Nissan Offer: $250
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2017 Altima 2.5 S
Stock: 175275
VIN: 1N4AL3AP1HC496631
MSRP: $24,590
Dealter Discount: $2,459
Nissan Offer: $1,000
Final Price: $21,131

 Dr. B.L. Bear Murray provides Psychological/Neuropsychological testing and is a Licensed Professional Counselor. 
He specializes in Post-Traumatic Stress and Relational issues. He performs testing for ADHD, Intellectual 
evaluations, cognitive functioning, and other common evaluations. He is also specialized in Juvenile Forensic 
Psychology and is an experienced expert witness in family court. He works closely with local Psychiatrists for 
pharmaceutical management. 

Dr. Patricia Frey-Murray is the owner of Grace Womenʼs Center where she has been serving the women of Baytown 
and surrounding areas since 1999. She is a Diplomat of the American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology. Dr. 

Frey-Murray has delivered more than 5000 babies during her tenure in Baytown, and she continues to accept 
new patients. Her focus in on the overall health of the women she treats, and along with her team, they provide 

additional services such as allergy testing, immunotherapy, behavioral counseling, and psychological testing.

 

Please welcome Dr. Laura Flores-Rodriguez to our practice. She is an OB/Gynecologist, and she graduated 
Medical School in 2010 from The University of Puerto Rico. She later attended the residency program at 
University District Hospital in San Juan, PR. Dr. Flores recently joined the team at Grace Womenʼs Center 
and is accepting new patients. Spanish is her fi rst language and she is equally fl uent in English. Espanol es mi 
lenguaje primario, pero soy igualmente fl uente en Ingles.

D P i i F M

rofessional Counselor
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GRACE
WOMEN’S CENTER
OF BAYTOWN

www.mdweightlosscenter.com

It’s time to get serious 
about your health.

A medically supervised weight loss 
program may be just what 

the doctor ordered!

No insurance? No Problem!
Special Financing Available for 

Patients Without Insurance
Dr. Nguyen is board 
certifi ed in obesity 

medicine and 
internal medicine.

www.mdskincareandlaser.com

Facials • Hydrafacials • Photofacials  • Chemical Peels 
Laser Hair Removal • Body Contouring •  BOTOX/Xeomin

Eyelash Extensions

Come in today for a FREE skin analysis!

All procedures and treatments are performed by a Board Certifi ed 
Physician and Certifi ed Laser Technician/Esthetician. Se habla Español.anandd Certifi ed LasLaseer Techni acian/En/Essthetician. Se bhabla la

281-201-8243

wwwwww.mdmdskskinincacarereanandldlasaserer c.comom

222888111 222000111 8882244333

www dmd kskiincareandlldlaser com
3711 Garth Rd. Suite 160 | Baytown, TX 77521

D N i b d

ItIt’s’s timee toto g tet seriious

MDWeight Loss
Skincare & Laser



Building a Foundation of Excellence 
You do what you do best. Schools do what they do best. When you  
as an individual or business give to the Barbers Hill Education  
Foundation, you are multiplying your impact as well as ours on the  
next generation. Your gift provides the extra spark that can ignite  
a mind, an imagination, a world. Come be a part!

Barbers Hill Education Foundation
barbershillef.org
P.O. Box 1108, Mont Belvieu, TX 77580   |   281-576-2221 ext. 1284
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BettER care. 
ClosER to home.

Fast, expert care for individuals and families
in a home-like environment.

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

Locally owned and operated.
Patients Emergency Room is a Free Standing,
Full Service EMERGENCY facility open 24 hrs, 
7 days a week to treat ALL Emergencies.



Sherry Cameron is a nurse practitioner at Patients Emergency Room, and has been 
with the company since 2015. She is originally from Paterson, New Jersey, but 
eventually made her way to Texas. Sherry received her BSN and MSN from Hampton 
University in Virginia, and her MS in Health Administration from Central Michigan 
University. She is very active and competes in many races; the half marathon is her 
favorite event. She is a runner, a cyclist and a certifi ed yoga instructor. Sherry is also a 
wellness coach for Agape Holistic Wellness, LLC. 

Sherry loves working for Patients ER because she fi nds it rewarding. “I love PER 
because it provides me with the environment to provide for our patients with 
personalized care. We have amazing leaders and goodness comes from the top and 
trickles down. The leaders at PER really care for their staff, so it makes it easy for us to 
do our jobs . This is the best position I have had in my 30 year nursing career,” said 
Cameron. 

Fanta
Kyndra Bertrand, Registrar

Sherry Cameron, Nurse Practitioner

Meet our
Kyndra Bertrand is a registrar at Patients Emergency Room. Kyndra has been with 
Patients since the ER opened. She was born and raised in Baytown, so she loves 
having the local connection with the patients.
 
“I enjoy meeting patients and hearing in the community that they were more than 
satisfi ed with their care,” said Bertrand.
 
When not at work, Kyndra enjoys spending time with her husband, Daniel. The two 
were high school sweethearts that wed in the fall. She also enjoys working on her 
lifestyle blog giving make up and styling tips. She loves to attend theme based 
festivals and music events. You can catch her at the Renaissance festival every year!
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PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521



Alexander Alvarado is the Director of Radiology and Lab 
Manager for Patients Emergency Room. He has been with 
the ER since the grand opening. Alex started his journey into 
the medical fi eld at Wharton County Junior College where he 
received his Associates degree in Applied Science. He then 
went on start his career at Brazosport Regional Hospital. After 
getting hospital experience, Alex moved into freestanding 
emergency room care. In his spare time, Alex enjoys spending 
time with his beautiful wife, Jamie, and his three amazing 
children. 
 

Alex and his wife, both work in radiology at Patients ER, and 
thoroughly enjoy going to work each day.
 
“I love the patient interaction throughout the patient’s care that 
we get to provide, opposed to a hospital setting where it can 
feel like you are just performing exams,” said Alvarado.

stic Staff  . . .
Alexander Alvarado

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

Director of Radiology / Lab Manager



Located at the feeder road of
I-10 & 146

Fast, expert care for emergencies big and small. We’re here 24/7.
PH: (281) 576-0555 | 10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

Thank you, Baytown, for voting us #1 Hometown ER

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
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How to help the monarch butterfly
Wendy Britt-Walker can’t feel the 

beautiful orange and black monarch 
butterfly which has situated itself  briefly 
on her nose. Perhaps that unique location 
represents gratitude from the jeweled 
insect’s point of  view. More about that 
later.

For now, it’s enough to know that up to 
90 percent of  the 200 eggs each female 
monarch lays here and around south 
Texas will perish to predators or other 
natural factors--an unacceptable rate of  
loss for a species teetering on the edge of  
making the endangered species list.

Butterfly ranchers like Britt-Walker 
can raise the success rate for monarchs 
dramatically and release more than 100 
mature adults each season. That’s now, 
as each April the tiny, stained-glass-like 
creatures make their way up from their 
winter refuge in deep in a Mexican forest. 
Drifting with the prevailing winds from 
Mexico to Texas to Canada, it’s a multi-
generational journey that inspires some 
Baytown residents to invest their time, 
treasure and landscape all for this brightly-
colored bug.

And they’d like you to consider helping 
as well.

Monika Maeckle who runs the website 

TexasButterflyRanch.com is one of  
the best-known monarch mavens. She 
outlined the decline of  this, the official 
Texas State Insect.

“Monarch butterflies have left their 
roosts in Mexico and will be arriving 
in the ‘Texas Funnel,’in the next few 
weeks,” she said. “Those tracking their 
great migration through Texas to Canada 
in 2018 will see nearly 15 percent fewer 
butterflies this year. The winter roosting 
populations declined 14.7 percent over 
the previous year, World Wildlife Fund 
officials announced.”

Britt-Walker and others are helping 
the City of  Baytown with festivals, 
educational efforts and something called a 
monarch waystation.

“Monarch waystations are created in 
yards, road right-of-ways, and public 
parks,” she said. “They provide nectar 
flowers, milkweed for egg-laying, water 
sources, and resting places. To create one 
in your own backyard, simply plant native 
milkweeds and flowers for the butterflies 
to feed on, and provide water sources, 
as well as places for caterpillars and 
butterflies to shelter from predators.”

Britt-Walker suggests www.
monarchwatch.org for details on exactly 

how one can construct such a micro-
environment.

Nearby, former kindergarten teacher 
Rose McLean is also busy with butterflies.

“As I teacher, I always enjoyed teaching 
about  them,” she said. “I used books like 
Gail Gibbons’ The Monarch and Lois 
Ehlert’s, Waiting for Wings, a beautifully 
illustrated fiction. We would make a 
habitat in our room and wait anxiously 
for our caterpillars to arrive in the mail. 
I loved watching my students come to 
school every morning ready to layout 
fresh milkweed and later on watching for 
changes. Release day was always a big deal 
for us.”

Now retired, McLean is helping her 
grandkids appreciate the glories of  the 
marathoning monarch.

By Rick Cousins

Photo by Katherine Elliot

Photo by Wendy Britt-WalkerPhoto by Katherine Elliot
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“I am teaching them the wonder of  
these amazing insects,” McLean added. 
“Instead of  sending off  for caterpillars 
in the mail, we are looking with an eagle’s 
eye for that tiny speck of  white which is 
an egg on the underside of  my milkweed 
plants. When we find some, we cut off  
that stem and bring them inside and 
wait and wait until we see that tiny little 
green ‘worm.’ Then the real work begins: 
Making sure the container stays clean 
and providing fresh food. Instead of  
students, I get to witness this wonderful 
transformation with my grandchildren, 
Mallory, age 7 and Miles, age 2. I feel like 
this experience teaches them a lot of  life’s 
lessons: respect for nature, obligation 
to see a commitment through and the 
wonder of  God’s blessings.”

For decades, the various campaigns 
to “save the whales” have drawn some 
success as a number of  nations have 
since banned whaling. But, consider that 
it would take over 360 million monarchs 
to equal the weigh of  just one female 
blue whale. Both are at risk and both 
now share the focus of  nature-lovers 
and environmentalists as they each edge 
toward possible extinction.

Experts like Maeckle cite climate 
change, the increased use of  broad-leaf  
weedkillers, habitat loss and other factors 
for the dramatic decline in monarchs 
passing through our area.

Still, it seems to be the magic 
of  monarchs more than just an 
understanding of  their possible fate that 
inspires Baytown’s butterfly ranchers.

“The first monarch I raised from egg 
to caterpillar to adult butterfly was truly 

magical,” Britt-Walker recalled. “I had 
raised him inside and was able to witness 
him emerge from the chrysalis. After his 
wings dried, I gently coaxed him onto 
my finger and took him outside in the 
sunshine to a branch, and waited for 
several more hours, anxious for him to 
fly. And then finally, his wings spread, and 
he took off  for an inaugural glide above 
my head, and then landed directly on my 
nose. He stayed there long enough for me 
to get this picture, then flew away.”

Lastly, for some, like Britt-Walker, the 
kindness toward monarchs seems to have 
been well repaid.

“The summer of  2015 was a tough 
one for me,” she said. “My mother was 
gravely ill, my daughters had moved away 
to college, I married my best friend, (a 
positive change, but still a stress) and I 
found out I had thyroid cancer. Unable 
to take the big vacation we had planned, 
my husband suggested that we fix up the 
backyard as a sort of  oasis.”

The monarch nursery proved a 
restorative for her as she poured herself  
into the rescue effort, eventually releasing 
over 300 adult monarchs that season.

Britt-Walker and others have partnered 
with the City of  Baytown as well as 
forming the Gulf  Coast Monarch Project. 

“Our aim is to help spread the word to 
people about the plight of  monarchs, and 
how we can all do our part by planting 
native milkweed, and other flowers in 
our own backyards,” she said. “We also 
have various outreach efforts, including 
installing butterfly gardens in schools, and 
our big fall SeedFling Wingding, a festival 
dedicated to monarchs.”

This year the festival will be held at 
the Eddie V. Gray Wetlands Center, on 
November 10.

Details on joining in the volunteer 
efforts can be found at https://www.
facebook.com/GCmonarchproject, or by 
emailing baytownseedfling@gmail.com.

No matter who you are or where 
you live, you can make a difference and 
help conserve the monarch butterfly. 
From a small pot on your front steps 
to a backyard pollinator garden, there 
are many ways individuals can provide 
essential habitat. We provide support to 
local communities, NGOs and private 
landowners through the Partners for 
Fish and Wildlife program with technical 
assistance and funding support for 
improving pollinator habitats.

Get started today:
•Create monarch habitat
•Help scientists track monarchs
•Educate others about the plight of  

monarchs
--U.S. Fish and Wildlife website
 (https://www.fws.gov/

savethemonarch/individual.html)
Rick Cousins can be reached at rick.

cousins@galvnews.com.

Photo by Katherine Elliot

Photo by Katherine Elliot

Photo by Wendy Britt-Walker





BAYTOWN - (281) 424-7557
MONT BELVIEU - (832) 307-7966

W W W . P H Y S I O S T A F F . C O M

T H E  R E S U LT S
- Decreased turnover rate
- Increased productivity
- Decreased incidence of fraud & abuse
- Reduction in work-related injuries
- Overall savings in costs

I N D U S T R I A L
R E H A B I L I TAT I O N
WORK CONDITIONING
A goal-oriented program designed by a physical therapist that prepares a 
person to return to work an safely meet specifi c job demands.

FUNCTIONAL CAPACITY EVALUATION
A set of tests, practices and observations that are combined to 
determine the ability of the evaluated person to function in a variety of 
circumstances (most often employment) in an objective manner.

POST OFFER EMPLOYMENT / FIT FOR DUTY TESTING
A test performed to assure that fi nal applicants or hired workers for 
physically demanding jobs have the physical ability to do a job safely 
before they begin working.

ERGONOMICS ASSESSMENT
A test to evaluate and ensure that an employee’s workstation is properly 
designed and arranged to minimize the risk of injury and maximize 
productivity.

W H Y  I N D U S T R I A L  R E H A B L I T A T I O N ?

WORKERS COMPENSATION
-Workers are in perfect shape when hired
-Workers never grow older
-Any injury sustained while at work is the employer’s fault

WHY IS IT A SUCCESS!
-Identifi es workers with pre-existing conditions
-Determines a worker’s capability to safely meet essential job demands
-Distinguishes legitimate claims from fraudulent ones
-Expedites return to work.



David Berkowitz has been in the 
communications field for 40 years, including 
stops at The Baytown Sun and The University 
of  Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center. 
Follow his work with The Baytown Project 
on Facebook and Instagram.

“When I was little, all of  the other kids would run around 
at recess like kids do. But I couldn’t keep up with them. That’s 
when I remember feeling different. “I was born with an 
enlarged heart and a heart murmur. I’ve been taking special 
medicine since I was young. 

“One day in my junior year of  high school, I was walking 
up the stairs and feeling really, really fatigued. I got to my 
class and I was going to my seat. The next thing I know, I 
was waking up and the ambulance was there. It was pretty 
scary because I didn’t know what happened. They told me 
that I passed out and I was having a seizure.

“They implanted a little machine in my heart called an 
LVAD (left ventricular assist device) to help pump blood to 
the rest of  my body. The doctors told my parents and me 
that it wasn’t a permanent solution. At some point, I would 
need a heart transplant. 

“About eight months later, in February 2016, they put me 
on the transplant list. They told me it could take months 
to maybe even a year. But because I already had the LVAD 
and I was really at risk, I was near the top of  the list. 

“It was on a weekend about a month later when they 
called and said they had a heart for me. Luckily, the 
transplant was a success. My body took well to the new 

heart and there weren’t any problems.
“I’m doing well today. I can do most everything pretty normalally, except eat certain foods that interfere 

with my medicine. But I feel very fortunate. I’m lucky to have gotten a heart so fast. It came from a girl about my age who lived 
in the El Paso area. I know her name. I met her family. 

“In my mind, I thank the person who had to pass away for me to get her heart. It’s sad for her and her family. But for me, it 
means I can live my life. 

“It’s weird to think about having someone else’s heart in my body. It’s random when it happens, but sometimes I feel like 
someone else is in there. Someone else is part of  me.”

Brian Parra

Brian Parra is a student at Lee College. He is studying to be 

a history teacher.
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“I think I was in my third year of  teaching at Travis 
Elementary. My sister also was teaching there. We had a great 
partnership. I taught reading and writing, and she taught math 
and science. 

“One day we walked into a faculty meeting, and everybody 
starting yelling for us, ‘Yay, American citizens.’ My sister and I 
had received our citizenship letters around the same time. 

“We didn’t know that our principal, Ms. (Brenda) Gongora, 
had ordered apple pie and American flags to help us celebrate. 
It was such a nice surprise. Oh, my gosh. I just started crying. 

“And I remember the day that I officially became a citizen. 
There were tears of  joy that day, too.

“I was born in Mexico, but I have lived in Baytown since I 
was about 6 years old. I didn’t really feel that I was Mexican 
because I had spent most of  my life here. But growing up, I 
also knew that I wasn’t really American. 

“When the Star-Spangled Banner would play, I would think, 
that’s not my anthem. The first time I heard the national 
anthem after I had taken my oath of  citizenship, that’s when I 
knew it was mine. 

“That was a very emotional moment. Finally, you feel like 
you belong. That was a great day and an awesome experience. 
I have a photo and everything.”

Ahime Ornelas

Ahime Ornelas is assistant principal at James Bowie Elementary School.
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Keith Dick

After taking medical retirement, Keith Dick keeps busy writing books and giving French lessons.

“One day I told my wife, ‘I don’t feel well. I’m going to lie 
down and take a nap.’ 

“She was going to school at the time. When she came back 
from class, she couldn’t wake me up. She told my son to call 
911. Next thing they knew, I was in an ambulance heading to 
Hermann Hospital in Houston. 

“I had suffered a brain aneurysm. They had to remove a 
portion of  my skull and do surgery. Afterwards, they put me 
in a medically induced coma. I was out of  it for seven months. 
When I came to and they brought me home to recover, they 
had me in a hospital bed by a window so I could look out. 

“Eventually, I went from a wheelchair to a walker to 
crutches to a cane. I was doing physical therapy at a rehab 
place in Baytown that we just loved. They were so good to me. 

Every day, they had me do a little bit more.
“There was a long time when I was expected to die. The 

doctors tried to prepare my wife for my death. They were 
trying to tell her to prepare my children for my death. She 
kind of  got in one doctor’s face and said, ‘Do you believe in 
God?’ He said, ‘Yes.’ And she said, ‘Well, so do I. God made 
my husband, and God will decide when he dies.’ 

“It turned out there were hundreds of  people praying 
for me; family, friends, everybody was praying. I think what 
happened is that the angels got tired of  answering the phone. 
They went to God and said, ‘Will you fix that man so we can 
get some rest up here?’ So, here I am.”
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1/8
Faith Comm Hosp

??????

Building Design & Planning

• Civil/Structural    
   Design
• Building Design
• Residential
• Commercial
• Land Planning  
  & Development

www.carnesengineering.com

12605 IH-10 East • (Exit FM 3180)
281-385-1200

Building Design & Planning

 “To Comfort Always”

Owners: 
Cindy Patterson & Carol Mendelovitz

Owners:

 Faith Community 
Hospice LLC

Baytown Area’s First Locally Owned and Operated Hospice
281-422-0414 • 4721 Garth Road, Suite H • Baytown, TX 77521

CiCC

Baytown Area’s First Locally Owned a

www.faithcommunityhospice.com

ASSISTED LIVING
ADL

The facility  is secured by fi re alarms and fi re sprinkler system as required by the state (state license # 143133).

24 hour care & supervision All-Inclusive Rates

3604 Autumn Lane | Baytown, TX 77521
adl.assistedliving@gmail.com

3903 Canterbury Dr. Baytown, TX 77521 
(Opening April 2018)

We have 2 locations!

Bayt� n’s FIRST 
residential assisted living

Do You Have 
What It Takes 
To Be A Disaster 
Recovery Volunteer?

FACTS:
• There are still people in our community unable to live in their homes 
because of damages from Hurricane Harvey.

• FEMA estimates that it will take up to 14 years for the community to 
recovery from the storm.

Please visit 
http://www.unitedwaygbacc.org/disaster-recovery-bacc-dr 

to volunteer.
Services will be provided with no preference to individuals’ race, color, creed, gender, disability or 

religious affi liation. 

Recovery will require 
the community to work together.

Consider volunteering with United Way and the Baytown 
Area & Chambers County Disaster Recovery group to 

support your community’s long term recovery. 

INDUSTRY OUR GROWTH 
CONTINUES

Chamber of Commerce

Brighter
Business Ahead! WEST 

CHAMBERS 
COUNTY

  2830 North FM 565, Suite 200
www.
 eWCCCC.com

281•576•5440

1025 Birdsong Ste. C
Baytown, TX 77521

281-427-7298



10 things you didn’t know about

Melissa
Reabold
1.  Is a Navy brat, was born in Rhode Island and 
has traveled across the country and live in several 
different states.
2.  Enjoys traveling, especially the memory-making 
trips with her daughter Anya, whom she loves more 
than life itself.
3.  Is fortunate to have a close-knit family that 
includes her parents and three older brothers. The 
boys are probably the reason sports played a major 
part of  her high school years.
4.  She worked as a registered critical care 
respiratory therapist in her first career. Her second 
that she continues in today is in the nonprofit 
sector – 10 of  these years have been with United 
Way.
5.  She is a lifelong learner having received an MBA 
and certificate in Nonprofit Management, and 

earning the Certified Fundraising Executive (CFRE) 
credentials.  
6.  She is licensed to drive a motorcycle, but does 
not own one.
7.  She is a voracious reader and especially enjoys 
medical and police thrillers.
8.  Three adjectives used to describe her: 
determined, loyal and tenacious – whether at work 
or in her personal life, those words always come to 
the forefront when friends, family and employees 
describe her.
9.  She believes in community and appreciates 
how United Way’s philosophy to “Give, Advocate, 
Volunteer” aligns with the individual’s role in the 
social sector. 
10. She loves animals and has a 12 year-old Yorkie 
named Gracie that she considers her second child. 

Executive Director,
Greater Baytown Area and

Chambers County
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(281) 573-3339  | 7532 FM 3180 | Baytown, Texas 77523
Mon-Fri:  9:30am-5:30pm Sat: 10am - 3pm

CONTACT US!
FOR ALL YOUR AWARD & PERSONALIZATION NEEDS!

From trophies to plaques-
WE GOT YOU COVERED!

1214 MASSEY TOMPKINS, BAYTOWN
Mon -Fri  9am - 5pm

www.awards-engraving.com
myhelpdesk@awards-engraving.com

281-420-1299

Recognize • Personalize • Reward • Appreciate
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Before Charli Collier, Barbers Hill had another vaunted post player manning the 
middle for the girls basketball team.

In 2012, Kendall Shaw led the Lady Eagles to the state basketball team. Since 
graduation, Shaw has had an uncommon journey, battling injuries and playing for 
two universities. Thanks to medical redshirts, her career lasted six years, ending this 
season with Wisconsin. More importantly, it led to an education that will open doors 
in the future.

“Injuries have definitely impacted my career,” Shaw said. “But is has given me the 
opportunity to play in college for six years while working to get both my bachelor’s 
and master’s degree. Even though I have been through three major surgeries, it has 
made me a stronger player and person. What inspired me to play through it was my 
love of  the game and all the support I got from my team and family.”

Shaw played for Coach Kit Kyle-Martin at Barbers Hill who she credited for 
preparing her to play in college as well as helping with the recruiting process. In 
playing at Barbers Hill, Shaw said the thing that stuck with her was to be the best 
player she could be and make sure to lead and involve her teammates because you 
cannot be successful without them.

She averaged 17.1 points a game, 9.3 rebounds and 4.3 blocks at Barbers Hill. 
She attended Vanderbilt and earned her degree in four years and had a year of  
eligibility remaining. Under NCAA rules, you can transfer without having to sit out a 
year. 

“I had looked at Wisconsin coming out of  high school so when I had the 
opportunity to transfer, I talked to Coach Tsipis who was their new coach,” Shaw 
said. “Shaw liked the direction the program was headed in and wanted to be part of  
the rebuilding process. There were also family members living in Wisconsin to help 
smooth the transition process. 

She was injured last season and earned another year of  eligibility for this season. 
She averaged four points a game in 18 games, as she was once again limited with 
injuries. Shaw was second on the team in blocks with 19.  In looking back at her 
career, Shaw is thankful for the opportunity the game has provided. She had traveled 
the country, met new friends and completed three degrees while doing something she 
loves. 

It has been a long career and Shaw said her body is telling her to retire as a player.
“I still feel like I have a lot to give back to the sport and the generations of  young 
ladies coming up,” she said. “My plans are to get a job and enter the workforce. I 
am looking at going into coaching staying in the athletic world through community 
development or possibly teaching. I have a lot of  options in mind so we shall see 
which see which route I take.”

Kendall Shaw
Barbers Hill Class of 2012

Where are
By Michael Pineda

Kendall Shaw
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The objects in my home are not merely possessions. They are symbols, mementos, 
ties to people who once walked this earth and to places I have been. They tell the 
stories of  my life and the lives of  those I love. 

Here are the histories of  three objects: A box, a pitcher and a ring.
A pink sparkly Sterilite box sits upstairs in the recesses of  the guest closet. Beneath 

the lid lies a Christmas wreath wrapped with red ribbon. It has been guarded by a 
wooden angel attached with craft glue for some thirty years. A red bell lies next to it, 
inscribed thusly in white paint:

Stacy
K-4 
1984
BCA
“BCA” stands for Baytown Christian Academy, a place which now exists only in my 

memory. But that is another story.
When I suggested putting the box to a different use because I prefer my Christmas boxes to be red, white 

or green, my daughter protested. Her Christmas memories are tied to that box, and for that reason we still 
use it.

Then there is the yellow Tupperware pitcher in which my maternal grandmother would make tea when my 
brother and my cousin and I would visit. She had mint growing next to the back porch, and she would pick 
it and offer to put “tea leaves” in our cups.

I don’t recall if  I ever accepted, but after she passed away I bought a pot of  mint and placed it on my back 
porch. At times I would pull a few leaves off  the plant, take a deep breath and close my eyes, imagining that 
I was standing on her back porch once again, the scent of  mint permeating the dark night air.

The pitcher no longer holds tea, but memories.
A short time ago, I had the honor of  holding my paternal grandfather’s wedding ring. I slipped it onto 

my finger and then off, rubbing its worn surface with my fingers. I was overwhelmed with emotion, struck 
by the commitment and life it symbolized - the years of  marriage and all the children and grandchildren 
that came as a result. I had not felt such a sense of  timelessness since I laid hands on an ancient Californian 
sequoia tree.

I thought of  my grandparents, falling in love then marrying and starting a family. I thought of  the years 
spent together, day in and day out, until death did they part with the passing of  my grandmother three 
months before I was born.

Thus, I never did get to meet her, and my grandfather’s speech was greatly affected by a stroke not long 
after her death. I never got to hear the story of  how they met and fell in love, what it was like raising six 
children or how their devotion guided them through life’s waters like a lighthouse on the shore.

However, when I held that ring, I felt the echo of  their lives ripple through time and touch my heart. 
It is our lives that impart meaning to objects. It is our stories they tell, tales of  love, family and adventure. 

The history of  objects is often our very own. 

By Stacy Parent

A History of Objects
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Stacy Parent is a lifelong resident of  Baytown.



Turnpike Troubadours

Kevin Fowler Rick TrevinoLineup Including: 
LC Roots,

 The Sharks
 Big Jordan Band

Call LaPorte-Bayshore
 Chamber of Commerce

281-471-1123 
or visit www.sylvanbeachfestival.com

for tickets & additional information

ONE
BIG
DAY

APRIL
28TH

2018

62ND ANNUAL

SYLVAN BEACH FESTIVAL
SYLVAN BEACH PARK, LA PORTE, TX

SATURDAY-LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
10 - 11:30 p.m.

8 - 9:30 p.m. 5 - 6:15 p.m.



Faith Fitness
Faith Fitness, located at 500 E. James St. in 

Baytown, is an all-inclusive, non-judgmental 
health club that not only strives to give you a 
great workout, but also to edify the soul and 
mind. 

They are a nonprofit ministry that gives back 
to the community. Scholarships are available 
to those who would normally be unable to 
afford a fitness membership. Classes are a 
$3 donation or monthly memberships for 
unlimited classes are available for $40 or $90 
for three months.

For more information on Faith Fitness, visit 
http://facebook.com/FaithFitnessDance/

A health club that benefits body, mind, and soul. 
Work your body, edify your soul.

1. Faith Fitness 9 a.m. class 2. Dulce Arcos 3. Amanda Stephens 4. Monze Arcos 5. Kristah Hinojosa

1.

2.

3. 4. 5.

photos by Preslie Cox
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Crosby-Huffman Chamber of Commerce

Stephanie Walden (left) and 
Ambassador of the Year, Cathie Ropp 

Annual Awards Banquet held at Monument Inn

Crosby's Citizen of the Year is Christy 
Graves pictured on the left and Velma 
Ellison presented pictured on the right.

Crosby’s Employee of the Year is Britney 
Samperi with Community Resource
Credit Union and presenting on the left 
is Jessica Watkins, Chamber Board
Member previous year’s recipient. 

Crosby’s Non-Profit Organization of the 
Year pictured on the left is Scott Keaton 
President of Churches United in Caring; 
pictured presenting award is Chamber 
Board Member Eddie Foster.

Crosby’s Volunteer of the Year is 
Justin League (right) and presenting 
the award is Tatum MacNaughton, 
Chamber Board Member and previous 
year’s recipient.

Huffman’s Employee of the Year is 
David Carpenter with Huffman ISD 
(right) and presenting award is Jessica 
Watkins, Chamber Board Member
and previous year’s recipient.

Crosby’s Humanitarian of the Year is 
Crosby Church and pictured on the 
right is Pastor Keenan Smith accepting 
award presented by Will Carter, 
Constituent Services Representative for 
Congressman Babin’s Office.         



39Greater Baytown April 2018
photos courtesy of Kim Harris

Huffman’s Citizen of the Year is John 
Reynolds (Ag teacher at Huffman ISD)
pictured on the right and Velma Ellison 
presenting award.

Huffman’s Humanitarian of the Year is 
First Baptist Church in Huffman;
accepting the award is Pastor Mike 
Martin and presenting award is 
Will Carter, Constituent Services 
Representative for Congressman 
Babin’s Office.

Huffman’s Non-Profit Organization of the Year is Huffman Education Foundation; 
pictured on the right accepting the award is Shirley Dupree, Jeanna Bumpass, 
Stephanie Wiggins, and Chamber board member Eddie Foster

Huffman’s Volunteer of the Year is 
Shirley Dupree with Huffman ISD and 
Tatum MacNaughton presenting on the 
left who is Chamber Board Member and 
previous year’s recipient.

(at left) Huffman’s Business of the Year 
is Sarah Whiting State Farm Insurance 
(who was not able to attend) so 
Shirley Dupree accepted award on the 
right and David Mendez with Turner 
Chevrolet presented award who was 
previous year’s

Crosby’s Business of the Year is Hungry 
Jack Restaurant and accepting award
is Charlie Dahu and presenting award 
on the right is David Mendez with 
Turner Chevrolet, the previous year’s 
winner.          
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Covestro Industrial Park Baytown 
at Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo Cookoff

Jennifer Walsh (left) and Missy 
Malechek

Susan and Jess DaddMelissa and Seth Robins

Vidtor Orgega (left) and Gerry Pena

From left: Jody Olson, 
Sarah Olson, Holly 
Diedrich, Donavon 
Diedrich, Nocole Ingold, 
and Donaod Ingold

From left: Tony Krause, Sarah Olson, Jody Olson, and Linda Krause
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Gerrit and Jenny Vogel

From left: Myriam Gateault, Victor Mora Turrion, Sanil Sukumaran, and Preeti 
Gangadharan

Vernon Smith (left) and Nicholas Rainge

Susan Dadd, Jeff Dadd, and Jay 
Spencer

Kathy and Ed Limper

John and Marlene McNally

photos courtesy of Taylor Bott, Carolina Rodriguez, 
and Rod Herrick

Mattie Henderson (left) and Kimberly 
Richardson

From left: Jennifer Walsh, Taylor Bott, 
and Carolina Rodriguez

Missy and Lyle Malechek

Heather Casey and Mike Hardeman

Renea and Mike Dillon
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Epicurean Evening
March 1, 2018

Amy Shaler, Todd Shaler, and Mallory 
Bridges with Texas Roadhouse

From left, Holly Jackson of RE/MAX 
Premier, Hannah Vaughan of RE/MAX 
Premier, Kristi Claypool of Meadow 
Staffing, Jasmine Cornall of the 
Baytown Chamber of Commerce, and 
Tina Martinez of the Baytown Chamber

Teapot Depot booth display

Trey Gradney, with Fuzzy’s Taco Shop

Coconut shrimp bites, bacon-wrapped 
chicken bites, and beef wellington 
empanadas provided by Robinette & 
Company Caterers

Celestina Remmers & Nicole Burke with 
Robinette & Company Caterers

Teofila Reyes, Maria Aguilar, 
Franchesca Bland, Nicole Protain, Raina 
Carranza, with Sucre Paris Classic Fare 
Catering.

Daniel Casare, Savannah Hernandez, 
and Scottie Albarran with El Toro

Dorothy Sandlin with Hilton Garden Inn 
Baytown

Chelsea Arkadie, with Sucre Paris, 
holds a tray of Goosetinis, sparkling 
lemonade with strawberry garnish

photos by Preslie Cox






