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The holiday season 
begins at the end of  
November and stretches 
into the first week of  
January. But this five-week 
stretch may not necessarily 
be the best time for 
everyone to shop.

Harvard Business 
Review says that the retail 
industry has been turned 
on its head in recent 
years, and shoppers and 
retailers may want to 
rethink their approaches 
to the holiday shopping 
season. Consumers are 
no longer interested in 
retailers dictating their 
shopping schedules, and 
some people have grown 
accustomed to buying 
products when they want 
them — especially when 
price is of  no concern. 

Even budget-conscious 
shoppers have changed 
their habits, says the 
shopping advisor 
RetailNext. Many holiday 
shoppers are delaying their 
shopping until January to 
take advantage of  post-
season sales. 

Holiday shopping need 
not wait until after the 
holiday season, either. A 
2017 RetailMeNot survey 
found that 45 percent of  
U.S. consumers said they 
planned to start shopping 
before November 1. 

One-quarter of  the 
survey respondents said 
they planned to start 
shopping before October, 
and 12 percent started 
shopping for the holidays 
in the summer. 

So when should 
consumers do their holiday 
shopping? It all depends 
on what fits a person’s 
individual needs. 

• Shop sales, 
not schedules. 

If  budget is a big 
concern, shoppers should 
grab items that are on 
sale whenever they are 
available. That can mean 
shopping at any time of  
the year. People can try 
making a master shopping 
list early in the year and 
saving it on their mobile 
phones. While shopping 
throughout the year, 
items from the list can be 
purchased and stored until 
the holidays.

• Shop your 
strengths. 

Those who get a thrill 
from tackling their entire 
shopping list in one 
haul can still do that. 
Shopping in this manner 
can help shoppers focus 
on the task at hand and 
reduce the likelihood of  

wasting time. But keep 
in mind that, according 
to a survey conducted by 
Business Wire, 65 percent 
of  holiday shoppers 
scramble to complete their 
purchases in the last two 
weeks before Christmas, 
so shoppers who delay 
may be stuck in long lines 
at the mall.

• Embrace 
in-store 
pickup. 

Many retailers are 
merging their online 
and brick-and-mortar 
operations. 

Shoppers have the 
convenience of  price-
comparison and online 
shopping, with the physical 
enjoyment of  going out to 
the store to complete their 
purchases. 

In-store pickup often 
enables shoppers to avoid 
hefty shipping fees, as in-
store pickup is free. 

Plus, scoping out items 
online — and ensuring 
they’re in stock — saves 
the hassle of  making a trip 
in vain. 

Shoppers can look 
beyond the conventional 
holiday season to get the 
best prices and deals that 
fit their shopping needs.

How to time 
holiday 
shopping right

Cryer Pools & Spas

Spas Starting 
at Only

$2999

Holiday Special

Relax...
we have gifts 
the entire family will love!

Big Green Egg.
10% OFF ALL EGGS &

EGGCESSORIES
NOW - DEC. 23RD

1418 N. Hwy 146 | 281-420-7665
www.cryerpools.com

Rockustics
starting at 

$299
R
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Mailing Address: ____________________________________
City / State / Zip: ____________________________________
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City / State / Zip: ____________________________________
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Design Your Holiday
Return your art to The Baytown Sun, 1301 Memorial Drive (original 

newsprint only please)
We will display in time for Santa to see your holiday wishes and publish 

some of the finished artwork in the Letters to Santa section December 23.

Few things compare to seeing the joy on a 
child’s face upon opening a holiday gift. Many 
adults remember holiday gifts they received 
as children, and holiday shoppers often try to 
look for gifts that will be just as memorable to 
the special youngsters in their lives.

Shoppers might have kids’ smiles on their 
minds when holiday shopping, but it’s just 
as important to focus on safety when buying 
gifts for children. Prevent Blindness®, an 
organization devoted to ensuring everyone 
enjoys healthy vision from infancy through 
adulthood, offers the following tips to toy 
buyers who want to make sure they give safe 
gifts to kids this holiday season.
• Read all warnings & instructions on box. 

Before taking a toy to the check out line, 
give the packaging a thorough read-through, 
paying particular attention to product 
warnings and instructions. Such warnings are 
designed to keep kids safe. When buying toys 
online, only purchase toys that include the 
warnings within the product description. 
• Purchase age-appropriate toys. 

Kids’ toys come with age recommendations, 
which are typically listed on the front of  the 
packaging. Stick to these recommendations. 
Kids might not have the ability to use toys 
designed for older children, and such toys 

might not be safe for them to use, so it’s 
always best to stick to the age guidelines.
• Avoid certain toys. 

Toys with sharp or rigid points, spikes, 
rods, or dangerous edges can pose a threat to 
youngsters. Avoid such toys, opting for toys 
with rounded and/or dull edges instead.
• Stick to sturdy toys. 

Kids do not often treat their toys delicately. 
Toys will be dropped or thrown, so choose 
sturdy toys that can withstand being dropped 
or thrown without breaking into tiny pieces. 
Tiny shards can pose a choking hazard to 
curious youngsters.
• Purchase toys with the ASTM 
designation. 

ASTM International is an international 
standards organization that develops and 
publishes voluntary consensus technical 
standards for a wide range of  products, 
including toys. Prevent Blindness notes that 
toys with the letters ASTM on the packaging 
have been tested and met the toy standards set 
for by ASTM.
• Avoid toys with parts that shoot or fly off. 

These types of  toys can damage the eyes 
and lead to other accidents or injuries. When 
shopping for toys for children this holiday 
season, shoppers must consider safety first.

How to be certain you’re buying 
safe toys this holiday season

281-422-5188 | 6503 Garth Road Ste 160
 Baytown, Texas | www.shaysjewelry.com
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The winter holiday season 
marks one of  the busiest 
periods of  the year for 
long-distance travel. The 
United States Department 
of  Transportation says that 
the  number of  long-distance 
trips (50+ miles away) rises 
by 23 percent over the 
remainder of  the year around 
Christmas. Those travelers 
ultimately need a place to rest 
their heads, and many stay 
with family and friends.

Entertaining during the 
holiday season involves 
accounting for guests’ 
comfort, and that often 
means hosts must put 
their visitors’ needs over 
their own. Although some 
sacrifices need to be made, 
there is a way to find a happy 
compromise that can help 
the holidays go smoothly and 
happily. Consider these ways 
to help guests feel welcome 
whether they stay for a few 
hours or a few days.
1. Cater to specific dietary 
needs. 

One of  the ways to treat 
guests kindly is by being 
aware of  any special dietary 
needs they may have when it 
comes to preparing holiday 

meals or other foods during 
their visits. Some guests 
may require low-sodium 
diets, while others may be 
monitoring their blood-
sugar levels and must dine 
accordingly. Vegetarians and 
vegans limit the foods they 
eat, while others may avoid 
foods based on religious 
preferences. Offer a variety 
of  foods and try to cater to 
guests’ needs as much as 
possible. When in doubt, 
consult with the guest so he 
or she feels welcome and 
does not go hungry.
2. Make sleeping spaces as 
private as possible. 

Not everyone has a 
separate guest room for 
overnight stays, but try to 
make sleeping areas as private 
as you can when visitors 
spend the night. Use privacy 
screens or set guests up in a 
family room that’s away from 
the center of  activity. Hosts 
may want to give up their 
own rooms for the comfort 
of  guests.
3. Offer storage space. 

One way to make guests 
feel comfortable is to give 
them their own storage space. 
This can include space in a 

closet, a couple of  drawers 
to stow their belongings, 
or hangers in the entryway 
for coats and other winter 
attire. Not only will this keep 
things more organized, it can 
provide guests with comfort.
4. Include guests when 
preparing for entertaining. 

Many guests like to feel 
involved, and by including 
them in meal preparation, 
decorating or shopping, you 
can help them feel included 
and appreciated.
5. Keep snacks and other 
creature comforts readily 
accessible. 

Guests may feel sheepish 
scavenging through cabinets 
or drawers looking for items. 
Make things easy to find by 
leaving items out on counters 
or indicating where items 
can be found. For example, 
if  you know a guest enjoys 
an evening cup of  tea and 
some cookies, leave out the 
cookies, tea bags and kettle 
so that he or she can indulge 
when the urge comes.

Guests are a large part of  
the holiday season. 

Help them feel comfortable 
whenever they visit your 
home. 

5 ways to make 
holiday guests 
comfortable

Many people enjoy baking come the 
holiday season, and perhaps no dish is 
more synonymous with holiday baking 
than cookies. Children leave cookies out 
for Santa Claus on Christmas Eve, while 
adults may indulge and enjoy an extra 
cookie or two at family gatherings or 
holiday office parties.

Cookies come in all shapes and sizes, 
so bakers have an array of  options 
at their disposal when planning their 
holiday menus. Chocolate chip cookies 
may be among the most popular types 
of  cookies, and bakers who want to 
capitalize on that popularity while giving 
loved ones something a little different 
may want to try the following recipe for 
“Double Chocolate Chip Cookies” from 
Maxine Clark’s “Chocolate: Deliciously 
Indulgent Recipes for Chocolate Lovers” 
(Ryland, Peters & Small).
Double Chocolate Chip Cookies

Makes about 12 large cookies
5 tablespoons unsalted butter, softened
5 tablespoons granulated sugar
5 tablespoons light brown sugar, sifted
1 large egg, beaten
1⁄2 teaspoon pure vanilla essence or 

chocolate extract (see note)

1 cup plus 2 tablespoons self-rising flour
3 tablespoons unsweetened cocoa
1⁄4 teaspoon salt
2⁄3 cup (or more) dark and white (or 

milk) chocolate chips (or roughly chopped 
chocolate)

A heavy, nonstick baking sheet
Preheat the oven to 350 F.
Using an electric mixer, cream the 

butter and sugars together until pale and 
fluffy. Beat in the egg and vanilla essence.

Sift the flour with the cocoa and salt in 
a small bowl. Fold into the egg mixture 
with the chocolate chips.

Place 4 heaping tablespoonsfuls of  the 
mixture on the prepared baking sheet, 
spacing them well apart. Press down 
and spread out to about 1⁄4-inch thick 
with the back of  a wet spoon or with 
dampened fingers (you may like to scatter 
some more chocolate chips over the 
top). Bake for 10 to 12 minutes. Let cool 
on the baking sheet for 1 minute, then 
transfer to a wire rack. When cool, store 
in an airtight container. Repeat with the 
remaining mixture.

Note: Chocolate extract is a fat-free 
flavoring ingredient made from a blend 
of  roasted cacao beans, water and alcohol.

Holiday cookies the 
whole family will love

Advertise to reach 
all those last-minute 

holiday shoppers in the 
final Gift Guide.

Publishing Thursday, December 20 in
The Baytown Sun and in Chambers County Weekly.

The

SunBaytown

Southern Charm 
Home Decor

(281) 770-0289
4503 Ferry Rd. | Baytown, TX 77520

Home Decor, Gifts
Vintage Items and Furniture

The Baytown Sun

Letters to Santa
Publishing Dec. 23 • Ad Deadline Dec. 14

If you would like to advertise your business in this highly-
read, keepsake edition or advertise a greeting card ad to 
thank your customers for their patronage to your business, 
call us by Friday, December 14.

Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Call us today
281-422-8302
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200 N. Alexander Dr. Baytown, TX • 281-422-9111 
Mon-Wed: 5 a.m.-8  p.m. Thurs: 5a.m. - 6p.m.

Fri-Sat: 5 a.m. - 8 p.m. Sun: Closed

Breakfast
Plate$499

Starting At BrBrBr

H I B A C H I
GRILL & BUFFET

HAPPY HOUR!- $7.45
Mon-Thurs • 2-5 pm

Adult Lunch - Mon-Fri - $8.99 Adult Dinner - Sun-Sat - $11.89
Senior Lunch - Mon-Fri - $7.89 Senior Dinner - Sun-Sat - $9.89

Kids (3-8) - $5.49 Kids (9-12) - $7.49

3703 Garth Road, Baytown • 281-838-8168

101 East Main St. La Porte, TX 77571 
281-470-8484 | main101@sbcglobal.net

Mon-Thurs 10:30am - 9pm • Fri & Sat 10:30am - 10pm 
Closed Sunday | www.main101.com

Fresh Seafood & More

Full Bar
Hand Cut USDA Prime 
Steaks
Live Dining Music 
Thurs-Sat from 6pm - CloseTT

Wings,
Chicken Fried Steak,

 Beer, Margaritas 
& Much More!

The holiday season is one of the 
best times of the year, especially 
when it comes to the community 
events I get to attend for the paper, 
making for heartwarming stories that 
are sure to get you 
into the spirit. 

Last week I 
had the privilege 
of taking photos 
of the Highlands 
tree lighting cer-
emony, where 
hundreds gath-
ered to meet and 
take pictures with 
Santa. The joy 
from the children, families and vol-
unteers would have got anyone in the 
Christmas spirit. 

After about an hour of snapping 
photos of cute kids, who either loved 
every moment with Santa or sat there 
in sheer terror, I worked up an appe-
tite and stopped in at 4 Corners BBQ, 
whose namesake comes from the in-
tersection at which it is located. 

The four corners refer to the four 
areas — Baytown, Highlands Lynch-
burg, Houston and the ferry coming 
from Deer Park — intersecting its 
location.     

But I have to admit 4 Corners is 
one of my all-time favorite barbecue 
joints in the area, as I dine in at least 
once a month, which coincides with 
the monthly San Jacinto River Coali-
tion meetings. 

And every time I’ve visited, I al-
ways get excellent service and even 
better food, which was no different 
the night of the Highlands tree light-
ing ceremony. 

Before I even arrived, I already 
knew I wanted the two-meat plate 

with ribs and jalapeño sausage with 
potato salad and barbecue beans. 

With a sweet tea, it was the perfect 
Texas meal after “hard days work” 
that would hit the spot. 

The ribs were my favorite, as they 
were smoky with a little bit of fat-
ty goodness that makes everything 
great. With a two-meat plate, I was 
given three ribs that were promptly 
devoured since the meat pretty much 
fell off the bone.   

The jalapeño sausage was also a 
great choice, as it was mildly spicy 
and perfectly juicy. But each bite had 
to first be baptized in the “holy wa-
ter” that is the 4 Corners barbecue 
sauce that exemplifies the perfect 
balance of sweet and tangy. 

The large bowl of beans was sea-
soned nicely and complemented both 
the ribs and the sausage. 

The potato salad, on the other 
hand, is an anomaly to me because 

I’m very picky when it comes to the 
dish. I usually prefer mustard-based 
potato salad, and always revere my 
mom’s as simply the best. But 4 Cor-
ners makes a mayonnaise-based po-
tato salad that was surprisingly deli-
cious, making for a great contrast to 
the beans. 

With the large serving size that 4 
Corners provided I was able to take 
some of it home and enjoyed what 
was left the following day. I’m now 
counting down the days until the co-
alition meets again. 

Open 10 a.m.- 9 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday, 4 Corners BBQ is 
located at 7735 Decker Dr.

Christopher James is a report-
er for The Baytown Sun. He can be 
reached at christopher.james@bay-
townsun.com.

CHRISTOPHER 
JAMES

Quality barbecue just 
around the corner

Baytown Sun photo by Christopher James
4 Corners serving up ribs and jalepeno sausage with potato salad and
 barbecue beans

Subscribe to home delivery, and we’ll deliver it to your door for less than half the cost.

New or not active in the last 45 days • Home delivery only

FOR

BUY 2 MONTHS GET 1 MONTH

Expires 12/31/18

281-422-8302
www.baytownsun.com

The Baytown Sun

CHECK OUT OUR 
HOLIDAY GIFT 

SUBSCRIPTION 
SPECIAL

7300 GARTH RD. BAYTOWN, TX 77521
Open Daily 10:30am - 10:00 pm

We Love to Cater!
Let us cater your 

next offi ce, church, 
school or refi nery meal

Home of legendary

 Express Tenders
 and Chicken E 

Sweet Tea!

®

®

ROOSTER’S
Restaurant & B.B.Q

281.422.5327
6 W. Texas Ave, Baytown

RoostersInc.com
Mon-Thurs 10:30am - 8:00pm

Friday 10:30am- 9:00pm
Closed Sat & Sun Valid: Dec 13- Dec 19, 2018 

1/2 lb Beef 
Patty & 

complete 
fi xins!

///22 bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb B1/2 lb Beef

ROOSTER BURGER
W/ FRIES

$795

4232 Decker Dr.
281.424.2233

  4am-5pm M-F      Closed
   5am-3pm Sat.      Sunday

Cuban 
Sandwich

FREE
Cafe Con Leche

with Ad

Happy Holidays 
from Our Family to Yours!

HOTSPOTS
The Baytown Sun

www.baytownsun.com
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