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ExxonMobil now has their first female 
plant manager in the chemical plant 
refinery.

Kate Lightfoot is a native Arkansan 
and is paving the way for fellow women 
in the oil and gas industry.

Learn more about Lightfoot and her 
success at ExxonMobil on page 22.
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Greater Baytown’s October issue puts the spotlight 
on the petrochemical industry. 

There are currently lots of  great changes happening 
in Baytown refineries. From plant expansions, to 
safety changes a year after Hurricane Harvey, to new 
plant managers, big things are happening in our area.

Every year Covestro shows appreciation for their 
employees by hosting a unique event. Last year’s event 
was cancelled due to Hurricane Harvey; this year 
employees were treated to an Astros game at Minute 
Maid Park. Read about the event on page 12.

On page 14 learn about the severe weather 
preparedness and best practices Covestro is 
implementing post Hurricane Harvey.

Next month we will kick off  the holiday season. 
If  you have any story suggestions for our November 
issue, please email me at preslie.cox@baytownsun.
com.

Preslie Cox
Lifestyle Editor
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Ella Green holds a baseball card with her photo on it during a 
Covestro game nigh held at Minute Maid Park. Read more about 
the game night on page 12.
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ExxonMobil

Be Well Baytown Brings Increased
Sun Safety to Area Schools and Parks

In an effort to improve public health and 
lower the risk of  cancer, Baytown community 
organizations have partnered with The University 
of  Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center and 
ExxonMobil on Be Well™ Baytown. Knowing 
that more than half  of  cancers may be prevented 
by applying knowledge and tools available today, 
the mission of  Be Well Baytown is to promote 
wellness and stop cancer before it starts.

Made possible by a $10 million gift 
announced by ExxonMobil in 2014, MD 
Anderson has teamed up with Baytown schools, 
workplaces, social service agencies and others 
on this initiative. It is the most comprehensive 
community-driven health initiative of  its kind in 
the United States focused on cancer prevention 
and control.

Be Well Baytown focuses on the five 
target health areas of  diet, physical activity, 
preventive care, tobacco control and ultraviolet 
radiation (UVR) exposure. This summer, 
participating community organizations targeted 
comprehensive efforts on reducing UVR 
exposure to lower skin cancer risk. 

Skin cancer is the most common cancer in 
the United States. It is also one of  the most 
preventable. The primary risk factor for skin 
cancer is overexposure to UVR from the sun 
or tanning beds. Sunburns during childhood 
increase the risk of  developing melanoma, the 
most deadly type of  skin cancer. Goose Creek 
Consolidated Independent School District 
(GCCISD), Lee College and The City of  
Baytown were among organizations leading 
efforts for skin cancer prevention and sun safety 
projects and programming in the community. 

Schools are a critical place for implementing 
cancer prevention education, as children spend 
a majority of  their day in this setting. With 
the primary goal of  educating children at a 
young age, GCCISD has implemented a multi-
component sun safety strategy on their school 
campuses.  This strategy includes implementation 

Healthy community initiative led by MD Anderson and sponsored by ExxonMobil

Shontele Williams of City of Baytown Parks and Recreation 
wears a wide-brimmed hat provided through the Be Well 
Baytown Initiative while applying sunscreen from one of the 10 
sunscreen dispensers installed throughout the city.
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of  evidence-based sun safety curricula, including MD Anderson’s Ray 
and the Sunbeatables® Program. 

The school district has also implemented a school-wide sun safety 
policy to reduce sun exposure and ensure that all students are able to 
practice sun safety behaviors.  Updates to the physical environment 
on school grounds are a priority and include the installation of  two 
new shade structures at Hopper Primary School. Hopper piloted the 
Sunbeatables Program and met an established set of  objectives to 
qualify for the shade structure on their playgrounds. The opportunity 
to be considered for a shade structure will be extended to all schools in 
the upcoming school year. Additional programming will also be rolled 
out throughout GCCISD over the next three years.

In an effort to inform members of  the college community about the 
harmful effects of  excessive sun exposure, Lee College has launched 
a three-year sun safety initiative. It is planning educational efforts to 
encourage faculty, staff  and students to practice sun safe behaviors and 
improve the physical environment. A campus sun safety committee has 

delivered educational materials through a variety of  channels, provided 
sunscreen dispensers at key campus locations and will be installing one 
or more shade structures on highly trafficked, sunny areas on campus.

The City of  Baytown received funding to place 10 sunscreen 
dispensers in parks across the city and provided wide-brimmed hats 
to the Parks and Recreation Department outside crew workers to 
promote sun safety and reduce skin cancer risk. Over the next year, 
five locations will receive shade structures and several parks will receive 
additional trees to encourage shaded outdoor physical activity. The City 
will also have mobile sunscreen dispensers at community events. 

Together, we can reach Baytonians of  all ages and help reduce skin 
cancer risk for the entire community. Learn more about the progress 
that has been made through Be Well Baytown by attending Be Well 
Baytown Day, the 1-year anniversary event, on November 3 from 9:00 
am-12:00 pm at Ross Sterling High School (300 W. Baker Road). All 
community members are welcome to attend. Visit www.mdanderson.
org/bewellbaytown for more information.
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Randal O’Brien, Goose Creek CISD superintendent (third from left) cuts the ribbon on one of two new sunshades at the 
playgrounds at Hopper Primary School. The sunshades were installed at Hopper through the support of Be Well Baytown, 
an initiative of MD Anderson Cancer Center sponsored by ExxonMobil. Also pictured (from L-R) Program manager of Be 
Well communities, Cancer Prevention and Control, MD Anderson Elizabeth Caballero, GCCISD healthy community school 
coordinator Priscilla Garza, Hopper Primary School Principal Maria Rosas, Director of Be Well Communities™ at MD Anderson 
Dr. Ruth Rechis and ExxonMobil Public & Government Affairs Advisor Emily Russell.



ExxonMobil

More than 40 scholarships were awarded to 
community college students preparing for careers 
in the petrochemical industry at a luncheon August 
9. 

The students and their guests were offered 
tours of  the ExxonMobil Baytown Refinery 
and Chemical Plant, then served lunch at the 
Whitehouse, where the scholarships were 
presented. Former scholarship recipients Hilda 
Chavez-Morales of  Galveston College and Jason 
Eldridge of  ExxonMobil spoke at the ceremony. 
Kate Lightfoot, Chemical Plant Manager at 
ExxonMobil, gave the keynote address.

The scholarship luncheon was hosted by the 
Community College Petrochemical Industry 
(CCPI), a consortium of  nine area community 
colleges.

CCPI also hosts the Women In Industry 
conference, a one-day event that is designed to 
introduce women to the careers and opportunities 
available in the petrochemical and industrial skills 
industries, career fields long dominated by males 
but now open to women.

To learn more about attending the Women in 
Industry conference, or to become a corporate 
sponsor, contact Kelly Dando, CCPI grant 
coordinator, at 281-425-6221, or kdando@lee.edu. 
Visit the CCPI website at EnergizeHouston.org.

CCPI-member colleges include Alvin 
Community College, Brazosport College, College 
of  the Mainland, Galveston College, Houston 
Community College, Lee College, Lone Star 
College, San Jacinto College, and Wharton County 
Junior College.

Community colleges host scholarship luncheon

Community college representatives, scholarship recipients and ExxonMobil personnel Photos by Preslie Cox

From left: ExxonMobil Chemical Plant Manager, Kate Lightfoot, Lee College 
President, Dr. Dennis Brown, Lee College Director of Workforce Development, 
Marsha Tuha, 2018 CCPI (Community College Petrochemical Initiative) 
Scholarship recipients Stephanie Catchings, Yarric Bernard, and Charnell 
Dixon, Lee College Vice President, Christina Ponce, CCPI grant coordinator, 
Kelly Dando, Olefins Plant Manager, Woody Paul, and Paul Johnson

Kate Lightfoot, ExxonMobil 
Chemical Plant Manager

Jason Eldridge of ExxonMobil
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With the completion of its newest fractionator now under 
construction, approximately two-thirds of  Enterprise’s total 
fractionation capacity will be located in the immediate Mont 
Belvieu area.

The dramatic transformation of  the U.S. into the world’s largest 
energy producer has altered traditional supply/demand fundamentals 
and is driving unprecedented growth and opportunity for Enterprise 
Products Partners L.P.   Amid this changing energy landscape, 
Enterprise’s Mont Belvieu complex remains the centerpiece of  the 
most extensive integrated midstream network in North America.  The 
Mont Belvieu area accounts for the largest share of  the partnership’s 
current and recently completed growth capital projects.  During 
the first half  of  2018, Enterprise completed more than $1 billion 
of  growth capital projects and currently has $5.7 billion under 
construction.  

Enterprise continues to invest in natural gas liquids (NGL) 
fractionation infrastructure to facilitate growing production from the 
major shale producing regions, especially the Permian Basin where 
NGL volumes are expected to double over the next four years.  In 
the second quarter, the partnership’s ninth fractionator in the Mont 
Belvieu area went into service.  The new unit, which has a nameplate 
capacity of  85,000 barrels per day (BPD), increased Enterprise’s 
system-wide fractionation capacity to more than 1.2 million BPD.

In the third quarter of  2018, the partnership began construction 
on its tenth Mont Belvieu-area fractionator, located adjacent to the 
main complex.   The unit will have a nameplate capacity of  150,000 
BPD and is expected to begin service in the first quarter of  2020.  
When completed, Enterprise’s fractionation capacity for the Mont 
Belvieu area will be 905,000 BPD and approximately 1.4 million BPD 
company-wide.

In the second quarter of  2018, Enterprise began service on its 
propylene dehydrogenation (PDH) unit adjacent to the Mont Belvieu 
complex.  The facility is currently producing polymer grade propylene 
in excess of  its nameplate capacity of  1.65 billion pounds per year.  
The PDH consumes up to 35,000 BPD of  propane and is completely 
supported by long-term contracts with investment-grade customers.

Construction is also under way on Enterprise’s isobutane 
dehydrogenation (iBDH) plant in the Mont Belvieu area.  Completion 
is expected in the fourth quarter of  2019, at which time the unit will 
have the capability to produce 937 million pounds of  isobutylene 

annually.  The facility will consume up to 30,000 BPD of  butane.  
The two dehydrogenation projects, along with the incremental NGL 

fractionation capacity, provide feedstocks for an expanding Gulf  Coast 
petrochemical industry, and help meet the growing global demand for 
U.S. hydrocarbons.  With the U.S. becoming a net exporter of  many 
energy products, access to the water has become essential and Mont 
Belvieu is playing a key role by providing pipeline access to export 
docks at the Houston Ship channel and other important infrastructure.   
As part of  its ethylene export system, Enterprise is converting a 
storage cavern at the Mont Belvieu complex to store up to 600 million 
pounds of  ethylene and provide access to eight third-party pipelines 
within a half-mile.  In addition, ethylene for Enterprise’s new export 
terminal expected to be in service in 2019 will be sourced from Mont 
Belvieu and delivered by pipeline.  As Enterprise expands its capability 
to provide customers with flow assurance and market choice, Mont 
Belvieu will continue to be on the leading edge of  those efforts and be 
a source of  economic growth for the local community.

Enterprise

Enterprise helping to
lead the way for 
America’s energy 

renaissance
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Every year, the Covestro Baytown site plans an event for its 
employees and their families. Last year, they rented Pirate’s Bay for a 
day, but due to Hurricane Harvey, it was cancelled. For the site to show 
its appreciation for the hard work done despite the natural disaster, 
Covestro wanted to do it big in 2018. Jennifer Walsh, Head of  the 
Communications Department says, “we needed a venue that was 
turnkey, and we were looking for something unique.” They reached 
out to Houston’s World Series Champions, the Astros, who graciously 
agreed to host two Covestro game nights at Minute Maid Park. “They 
really helped us make this an incredible experience for everyone,” 
Walsh says.

Last minute cancellations were going to leave unused tickets. But 
rather than having empty seats, Covestro invited leaders of  their non-
profit partners, including, but not limited to the United Way, the Bay 
Area Homeless Shelter, Goose Creek 
Education Foundation, GRADcafe, 
Bay Area Resource Center, Friends 
of  the Nature Center and NextOps. 
With a total of  thirteen hundred 
employees, their families, and special 
guests, the event was well attended.

Two game nights were planned to 
account for shift worker’s schedules. 
The first night, July 13th, the Astros 
played the Texas Rangers. The 
second, August 10th, they played the 
Seattle Mariners. Both nights began 
smoothly thanks to Covestro renting 
out Union Station to make check-in 
a quick process. Fun activities were 
provided for guests and their families, 
such as a photo booth to make their 
own baseball cards, face painting, 
caricature artists, and more. With 
the World Series trophy on display, 
families were also surprised by Astros 
pitchers, Chris Sampson and Brandon 
Backe. The former Astros manager, 
Art Howe made an appearance, and 
even Orbit, the Astros mascot. Walsh 

reports, “it was truly an experience that everyone couldn’t stop talking 
about.”

While an event such as this can be costly, Walsh says, it’s 
“comparable to what we normally do each year with our picnics.” 
But the cost is beside the point. Providing these activities is a perk 
Covestro believes in. “Our people are our most valuable asset,” Walsh 
says. “There are some days we spend more time together than we do 
our families.” These celebrations give everyone a chance “to relax, 
laugh and get to know each other and our families on a more personal 
level.”  

When asked if  Covestro would do an event with the Astros again, 
Walsh says, “definitely.” “We had great feedback from everyone who 
attended – some who said in their 30 years at Covestro, they had never 
attended an event better than this one.”

Covestro

Covestro hosts employee
day at astros game

By Justa Lanie Garrett
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Photos by Lawrence Elizabeth 
Photography

Far left: Site Manager and 
Vice President Rod Herrick 
and his wife Rene’ Herrick 
stand next to the World Series 
trophy at Covestro’s Employee 
Day at the Astros event.; Top: 
Senior Environmental Specialist 
Brandon Buell poses with his 
family at the Astros game. From 
left to right: Brandon Buell, 
Rachael Buell, Hannah Claire 
Buell, Corbin Buell and Kaitlyn 
Buell. Left: Bottom photo: 
Senior Logistics Representative 
Heather Campbell and her 
children Riley Watton, Jake 
Watton and Clayton Campbell 
get to meet Astros mascot Orbit 
at Covestro’s Employee Day at 
the Astros event.
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At the Covestro Baytown facility, Site Manager and Vice President 
Rod Herrick saw Hurricane Harvey as an opportunity to make 
improvements not only at his facility but also throughout the region.

Using his role as chairman of  the Baytown Plant Managers Network 
and his board position for the East Harris County Manufacturers 
Association, he pulled together guides and learnings from companies 
throughout the area into one best practices document for severe 
weather planning, specifically hurricanes.

“We may be competitors in one sense, but when it comes to safety, 
we all work together to make sure we secure the safety of  our people 
and the communities, the facilities and the environment,” he said. “It 
only takes one good idea that another site implements that could make 
a major difference in our responses – it could save a life.”

Hurricane Harvey made landfall in Port Aransas as a Category 4 
storm. It then meandered slowly up the Texas coast. When it reached 
the Houston area, it dumped a 
record 40 to 50 –inches of  rain over 
a period of  five days. Rather than a 
wind event, Harvey was more of  a 
rain event, causing extreme flooding.  
While most plants have plans based 
on wind speeds, they are not based 
on flooding. 

Areas south of  Interstate 10 
and Interstate 45 did not have a 
functioning hospital for 72 hours. 
Many EHCMA member plants are 
located in this area.

The information gathered was 
wide-ranging from the manufacturing 
technical aspects of  coordinating 
shutdowns and startups to managing 
essential items for employees and 
their families. But other examples 
involve the human side of  a storm 
–employees and the community in 
which we operate in.

“Our most important asset is our 
people, and we want to make sure 
we take care of  them,” Herrick said. 
“Whether it means making sure 

employees at the facility have food and critical supplies or their families 
are taken care of  by helping them personally recover from devastation 
– we want to make sure we can help them.  The faster you can help 
employees take care of  their personal items, the quicker they can focus 
on their daily lives and help our recovery efforts at our site.”

Jennifer Walsh, Covestro spokeswoman, said the plant has learned 
quite a bit.

“For us, we learned more about the various levels of  activation and 
actions behind each of  them,” Walsh said. “We also learned more 
about potential items to stock and order in advance of  the storm for 
employee relief  and cleanup assistance.”

While Herrick hopes another Harvey-type of  storm never returns 
to this area, if  it does, he feels assured the facility has strengthened its 
response and will continue to improve should the waters rise again.

Covestro

Covestro reaches to other plants for
emergency best practices

Site Manager and Vice President Rod Herrick holds a binder that includes severe weather 
preparedness and best practices.

By Matt Hollis

Houston Methodist Baytown is expanding  
to meet our community’s needs.
Our expansion includes the most advanced technology and procedures  

available to ensure patients receive the highest quality treatment and  

care — right here in our community. Houston Methodist is committed  

to bringing Leading Medicine to Baytown and the surrounding  

communities. The new facility expansion will include:

• New emergency department and enhanced specialty care

• Additional inpatient beds and operating rooms using the most  
advanced technology

• A new Outpatient Care Center offering:

- Breast Care Center
- Imaging services
- Occupational Health Clinic
- Orthopedics and sports medicine
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HOUSTON METHODIST 
BAYTOWN HOSPITAL

WE’VE CHANGED OUR NAME.
OUR COMMITMENT REMAINS THE SAME.

Visit houstonmethodist.org/baytown or call 281.428.2273  
to schedule an appointment.

- Physical and  
occupational therapy

- Primary care
- Surgical services
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Employees at Chevron Phillips Chemical 
Co.’s Cedar Bayou plant in Baytown banded 
together on Memorial Day to show pride in 
their unit, their country and to honor our 
nation’s fallen heroes.  

Two tattered flags that have been flying 
over the tallest towers within the plant were 
taken down, folded up and replaced with new 
3-by-5-foot flags.

James May, U.S. Army veteran and PAO/1-
Hexene Operator, coordinated the effort on 
May 28, and was assisted by fellow veteran 
and Operator, Fred Gardemal, who served in 
the Marines from 2005 to 2010. 

“While every day is a good day to fly the 
nation’s flag in pride, this day definitely carries 
more meaning,” said May. “I served in the 
Army from 2007 through 2012, so I like to 

spread the love I have for this country to 
those I meet, wherever I am. Since I am at 
work a lot, this is where I do it the most.”

Plans are to turn the retired flags over to 
an organization, such as the American Legion 
or Boy Scouts of  America, to be properly 
honored and disposed of  through ceremonial 
burning.

Chevron Phillips

Cedar Bayou plant employees honor
Memorial Day with flag ceremony
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Home Decor | Furniture | Candles | Pillows | Boutique Items

(281) 573-3339 | Mon-Fri:  9:30am-5:30pm Sat: 10am - 3pm | 7532 FM 3180
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Chevron Phillips

Chevron Phillips 
Baytown plant honored 

with safety awards

Chevron Phillips Chemical Co.’s Cedar Bayou plant in Baytown 
was one of  seven facilities to take home awards from the Texas 
Chemical Council’s (TCC) annual awards banquet held on June 7th in 
Galveston.  Honors earned include the Sustained Excellence in Caring 
for Texas award and the 2018 Distinguished Safety Service award.  
Cedar Bayou Safety Specialist, Mac McMurrey, was also recognized 
with the Texas-Louisiana EHS Leadership award. 

TCC’s awards program recognizes member companies for their 
commitment and continuous improvement in safety, security, 
environmental performance and community relations. Applications 
are anonymous and judged by a group of  industrial peers and 
community members.

Baytown Safety Specialist, Mac McMurrey, was 
recognized with the Texas-Louisiana Leadership 
award for Environment, Health, and Safety at the 
Texas Chemical Council awards banquet in June.

Chevron Phillips Chemical’s Baytown facility was awarded Sustained Excellence in Caring for Texas at the Texas 
Chemical Council awards banquet in June. (l-r): Jeff Gates, Nash McMurtrey, Gabe Robles, Lesli Trahan, Greg 
Goodson, Mike Deakle, Carl Poldrack, Corey Brazenec, Kate Dean, David Fullen, David Arce, Jennifer Foote, Alisa 
Broussard.
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Email
wcplus@lee.edu

Call
832.556.4447

Online
www.lee.edu/weekend

Part Time Schedule

Full Time Student
Weekend College at Lee College is a program specifically designed for working 
students.  Online, hybrid, and web-enhanced classes provide a fast, simple, and 
direct path for students to graduate with a degree or certificate in two years or less.

Lee College
Bec�e a 

WEEKEND Programs
All courses are on Friday nights, Saturday mornings 
and Saturday afternoons

Associate of Arts (A.A.)
• Transfer in Allied Health 

• General Studies: Social Science Concentration

Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.)
• Management 

• Computer and Network Maintenance Technology 

Certi�cate of Completion
• Welding Technology 

EVENING Programs
All courses are on Monday nights, Tuesday nights, 
and Wednesday nights.

Associate of Science (A.S.)
• Business (University Transfer degree)

Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.)
• Child Development 

Certi�cate of Completion
• Electrical Technology 

(available at Lee College Education Center,  
South Liberty County)

[C O L L E G E ]



Chevron Phillips

Chevron Phillips wins Energy Efficiency Award
for efforts at Baytown plant

Chevron Phillips Chemical Co.’s Cedar Bayou Plant in Baytown was 
awarded the 2018 Responsible Care® Energy Efficiency Awards from 
the American Chemistry Council (ACC) thanks to efforts made at the 
facility’s normal alpha olefins unit last year. 

In 2017, the Normal Alpha Olefins (NAO) area improved its 
energy efficiency performance through a combination of  continuous 
improvement focus areas. There are two NAO units at the Cedar 
Bayou plant, both of  which had a combined energy consumption 
reduction per pound of  product by 9% from 2016 and 14% from 
2015. 

These energy reductions from 2016 equate to saving 194,000 
MMBtu of  electricity and steam, which if  converted to megawatts is 
the same amount needed to power New York City for 5 hours. 

The equivalent GHG emissions reduction at NAO last year was 
11,000 Tons CO2, or the average annual emissions of  2,169 passenger 

cars.
Key focus areas in 2017 to achieve these improvements included 

unit reliability, use of  advanced process control, and cooling tower 
surveys.

“We have an innovative group of  people working at our Baytown 
complex who not only manage day-to-day operations but look for 
ways to improve our processes,” said Mitch Krutilek, Cedar Bayou 
plant manager. “We’re proud of  our energy conservation efforts 
and will continue to look for ways to improve the complex’s overall 
sustainability.”

The Responsible Care® Energy Efficiency Awards program is 
among ACC’s many ongoing initiatives to improve energy efficiency. 
Member companies are required to consider operational energy 
efficiency as well as waste minimization, reuse, and recycling when 
developing their environmental, health, safety and security plans.
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 We’re a leading producer of high-tech materials, with the vision to make the world a brighter place. 
We work toward that vision everyday by transforming our products

pioneering sustainable manufacturing processes and building a brighter  community through
our people, whose passion for advancing STEM education is shaping the next 

generation of innovators.
 

Covestro – a proud member of the Baytown
community since 1971.

covestro.us
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1. I have been married for three years to my husband 
Ronny, who was raised in Deer Park. Although we 
met later in life, we share the same values from our 
upbringing and the common understanding of how it 
relates to raising children, our relationship with God and 
our respect for each other. 

2. My greatest responsibility and source of pride revolves 
around my children. Ally is 14, Will is 12 and Gavin 
is 18 months. Although balancing my career with my 
responsibilities as a mother is no easy task, it isn’t out of  
reach. It’s a continuous process to examine my priorities 
to pay attention to all of the important aspects of my life 
- family, career and faith. 

3. My faith plays an integral part of my life. It helps keep 
me centered and focused on what is really important. 
The hardest life challenge is to truly surrender control. 
When I do, that is when I find the good things in life 
come. 

4. Happiness is found in family time, and this time with my 
extended family is near and dear to my heart. My family 
lives out of state, so we ensure frequent visits to spend 
time together and keep our family bond strong. 

5. I love to spend time outdoors and in nature. Vacations 
are planned around outdoor activities like water skiing, 
snow skiing and fishing. I recently returned from an 
Alaskan fishing trip with my husband. It was truly an 
amazing adventure, and we can’t wait to go back. 

6. I’m from a small town in Arkansas of about 7,000 
people, and my family still lives there. I love to travel back 
home to see family and friends. 

7. Speaking of Arkansas, I was a member of my high 
school track team. I won the state championship for mile 
and half mile. Participating in this program taught me 
the value of endurance and also setting goals - qualities 
that I still value to this day. 

8. I attended the University of Arkansas to receive a 
bachelor’s degree in Chemical Engineering. I received my 
Masters in Business Administration from the University 
of Houston Clear Lake while working as a chemical 
engineer. 

9. Giving back to the community and volunteerism are two 
areas that I value. I’m a strong supporter of the United 
Way. I served as the ExxonMobil Baytown Area United 
Way Chair before serving several years on the United 
Way of Greater Baytown Area and Chambers County 
Board of Directors. 

10. I’ve had the honor to hold several firsts at ExxonMobil 
Baytown. I was the first female process manager at both 
the Baytown Olefins Plant and the Baytown Chemical 
Plant. I am currently the first female plant manager at 
the Baytown Chemical Plant in the more than 50 years 
of operations. I am proud and honored to pave the way 
for other women and will continue to hold the highest 
value of safety for our employees, contractors and the 
surrounding community above all else.

Kate Lightfoot
ExxonMobil Chemical Plant Manager

10 things you didn’t know about

Discover
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Cedar Port

The Trans-Global Solutions Cedar Port Industrial Park, the largest 
master-planned rail-and-barge-served industrial park in the United 
States, is expanding.

To meet existing and forecasted demand, Trans-Global has 
embarked on several expansion projects that they hope to finish next 
year. 

Projects include the expansion of  the industrial park’s railcar storage, 
expansion of  warehouses for Vinmar International, Ravago Americas 
and PBP, and the development of  a Baytown Area Water Authority 
water treatment facility. 

“These expansion projects lead to millions of  dollars invested 
in Chambers County and the Baytown ETJ. Hundreds of  jobs are 
being added to the local economy for both the construction and the 
full-time operation,” Matt Fleming, VP of  Business Development, 

said. “Specifically, the warehousing projects are keeping locally 
manufactured plastic resin packaged and exported out of  Port 
Houston rather than being transported to the West Coast or East 
Coast.” 

The Vinmar International warehouse expansion will give the 
company an additional 500,000 square feet, while Ravago Americas 
will get 750,000 square feet and PBP 312,000 square feet, all of  which 
has rail service. 

 Fleming also said the railcar storage, which initially had space for 
1,400 railcars, will be expanded to accommodate 3,100 cars. 

“The current design has Cedar Port capable of  storing 7,000 railcar 
spots, which we are actively marketing for development,” Fleming said. 

Trans-Global is also excited that Houston-based Clay Development 
and Construction recently closed on a 52-acre tract in Cedar Port’s 
phase 3, which will open up a brand new 432-acre rail served phase. 

“Phase 3 will have the ability to accommodate rail-served 
requirements from smaller sites like 14 to 20 acres tracts up to larger 
400-acre tracts,” Fleming said. “We expect Clay Development and 
Construction to develop two rail-served spec distribution sites totaling 
about 780,000 square feet. TGS Cedar Port has other sites within 
Phase 2 and 3 under contract with undisclosed parties.” 

TGS Cedar Port Industrial Park is located in Chambers County and 
is comprised of  about 15,000 acres with heavy utilities and industrial 
and commercial transportation infrastructure. It is both barge-served 
and rail-served by both the Union Pacific and the Burlington Northern 
Railroads.

Cedar Port
continues to grow

By Christopher James
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xxx

BettER care. 
ClosER to home.

Fast, expert care for individuals and families
in a home-like environment.

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

Locally owned and operated.
Patients Emergency Room is a Free Standing,
Full Service EMERGENCY facility open 24 hrs, 
7 days a week to treat ALL Emergencies.



Briana Sufak is a registrar at Patients Emergency Room, and has been 
with the company since November of 2016. She says she loves working 
at Patients ER because the facility feels like home. �Briana enjoys being 
the fi rst person to greet the patient and the last they see after they have 
been treated.

“Everyday I strive for success and I love making sure our patients are 
feeling their best when they leave the facility,” said Sufak. When not 
working, Briana loves spending time with her two boys, one is four 
years old, and her other son is four months old. �She has her hands full, 
but enjoys every moment!

Fanta
Jamie Alvarado, Radiology Technician

Briana Sufak, Registrar

Meet our
Jamie Alvarado is a Radiology Technician at Patients Emergency 
Room, and has been with the ER since the opening of the facility.

Jamie graduated in 2009 from Memorial Hermann Radiography 
School, and has been working as a Radiology Technician for nine 
years.� She loves doing radiology at Patients ER, and can’t imagine 
doing anything else.

“I love working at Patients, it’s like working with family. �We make 
each day fun and enjoyable. �It’s a great feeling to love to come to 
work,” said Alvarado.

In her spare time, Jamie enjoys fi shing, running and hanging out 
with her family and dogs! �She and her husband have three children.�

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521



Dolores Casey is a Nurse Practitioner at Patients Emergency 
Room. 	Dolores has been a registered nurse for 32 years, 
and a nurse practitioner for 12 years. 	 She graduated 
from the University of Texas Health Science Center with a 
Bachelor and a Masters degree.

At the beginning of her medical career, Dolores wanted to 
work in the ICU, but was pulled to the ER when they were 
short handed, and immediately fell in love. She has been in 
emergency medicine ever since.

“I really like working at Patients Emergency Room because 
I grew up in the area, and I feel like I am able to give back to 
my community. 	It feels like I am taking care of an extended 
family member,” said Casey.

Dolores has been married to her high school sweetheart 
for 38 years. 	 The couple has three children and three 
grandchildren. 	 She also enjoys sewing, fi shing, hunting, 
cooking and spending time with grandkids.

stic Staff  . . .
Dolores Casey, R.N., E.N.P.

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521



Located at the feeder road of
I-10 & 146

Fast, expert care for emergencies big and small. We’re here 24/7.
PH: (281) 576-0555 | 10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

Thank you, Baytown, 
for voting us #1 Hometown ER AGAIN!

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Thank you Bayttownn



Discover

The Bark for Life of  Bay Area Planning Committee is holding a 
“Paint your Pet” fundraiser on Sunday, November 11 at 2PM, located 
at Painting with a Twist on 407 W. Baker Road, Baytown 77521. 
This is a 3-hour painting class where you will have the opportunity 
to paint your fur baby on a 16x20 canvas. Registration is $55 and 
light refreshments will be served. Registration deadline is November 
4. Learn more about this event and how to register by visiting the 
upcoming activities page at www.crcu.org/barkforlife. 

The American Cancer Society Bark for Life™ is a noncompetitive 
walk event for dogs and their owners to raise funds and awareness 

for the American Cancer Society’s fight against cancer. Bark for Life 
Cancer survivors, volunteers, and community members will unite 
to honor the life-long contributions of  canine caregivers. Funds 
raised help the American Cancer Society attack cancer in dozens 
of  ways, each of  them critical to achieving a world without cancer 
– from developing breakthrough therapies to building supportive 
communities, from providing empowering resources to deploying 
activists to raise awareness. 

The Bay Area Bark for Life will be held at Jenkins Park, 4334 Crosby 
Cedar Bayou Rd, Baytown, on Saturday, November 17, 2PM – 4PM.

Paint your Pet fundraiser to support 
1st Annual American Cancer Society Bark for Life event

presented by Community Resource Credit Union

From left: Kristen Curette, Pam Ayala, Amy Musters, Macie Schubert, Brandon Gutierrez and Trenton Taylor
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Members of  the Dennis family have made a living in the game of  
football and have been successful at it. Al Dennis served as the head coach 
at Sterling, leading the program to its greatest successes in the 1970s. His 
son Chad Dennis played the game of  football, but chose a different career 
path.

Dennis spent two years as the assistant sports science/assistant strength 
and conditioning coach for the Houston Texans. He found an opportunity 
to return to the college level and currently serves as the head strength and 
conditioning coach for Bowling Green University. 

“I started at the beginning of  April,” Dennis said. “The job has been 
going well so far.”

Dennis grew up around football, his life revolving around the job and 
football season. He attended games, meetings and social events with the 
coaching staff. He also recalled spending the night with grandparents 
Harry and Pauline Henderson. Eating his grandmother’s cooking was a big 
highlight. 

Dennis said growing up with a father as the head coach was like having 
a celebrity for a father. 

“When I was with my parents in town, a lot of  times, people would 
come up and talk with them. There were many times I would have to wait 
on them to finish conversations,” he said. 

Dennis also took advantage of  his father’s knowledge, receiving help in 
preparing for games and practice. 

“He took me out and we did conditioning and lifted weights at the 
school,” Dennis said, “ as well as teaching me about the game. We would 
watch football together and he was always learning from and evaluating 
what he was watching.”

Dennis first got into strength and conditioning because of  he enjoyed 
lifting weights and the impact that had on his body.

“I enjoyed learning about new training methods,” he said. “The reason 
I entered the profession was the most simple reason of  enjoying weight 
lifting. As I grew and expanded my knowledge, I began to understand it 
was so much more than lifting weights.”

Dennis said a strength and conditioning coach has a profound impact 
on the lives of  athletes they work with. He also likes the challenge of  
changing the culture of  a team and athlete’s mindset to train with a 
purpose to improve.

He also enjoys having athletes work together and for their teammates 
and has embraced these aspects of  the job. 

While attending the University of  Texas, Dennis worked as a student 
strength and conditioning coach. He eventually made his way to Spring 
Westfield and from there, took his first college job at Texas A&M. Since 
that time, he has coached at five different universities and with the Texans. 

At Bowling Green, it is putting his principles of  working with athletes into 
action as the Falcons work to turn their program around. 

“It is challenging here right now because the past two years, they have 
won six games,” Dennis said. “Obviously a lot of  improvement needs to 
take place and every coach, player and staff  member are working diligently 
on improving the team. This is a challenge that I was willing to take on and 
we will see how things turn out this year.”

By Michael Pineda

Chad Dennis | Former Ross S. Sterling High School football player

Sports Scene

Chad Dennis holding a Sterling Rangers Champs football
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Clockwise: Chad Dennis with his father, Al. Chad Dennis in his Sterling Rangers football 
uniform. Chad Dennis today.

Re-elect 
Harris County

Judge 
Mike McSpadden 

36 years of 
experience presiding 

over the 209th 
Criminal Court 

with dignity, 
respect, and justice 

for all. 

Early voting begins on Monday, 
October 22, 2018 and ends on 

Friday, November 2, 2018. 
Election Day is November 6th. 

Political ad paid for by friends of Judge 
Michael McSpadden: 1701 Hermann Dr. 
Houston, TX 77004.

photo credit: www.AlexandersPortraits.com.
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2018 TITAN XD S
Stock: 186166
VIN: 1N6AA1F30JN512478
MSRP: $42,790
Dealer Discount: $1,820
Final Price: $40,970
Nissan Offer: $6,050

2018 KICKS S
Stock: 186544
VIN: 3N1CP5CU1JL509607
MSRP: $19,840
Dealer Discount: $633
Additional Nissan Incentives: $500

Final Price: $19,207

ALL NEW 2019 ALTIMA
Newly Redesigned Styling

VC-Turbo Engine
Nissan’s fi rst sedan with

 Intelligent All-Wheel Drive, 19”
Alloy Wheels, Rear Spoiler

* Tax, title, license and dealer fees (unless itemized above) are extra. Not available with special fi nance or lease offers. All advertised vehicles are subject to actual dealer availability. Certain 
vehicles listed may not be available, or may have different prices. Prices exclude state tax, license, document preparation fee, smog fee, and fi nance charges, if applicable. Vehicle option and 
pricing are subject to change. Prices include all dealer rebates and dealer incentives. Pricing and availability varies by dealership. Please see dealer for more information. Prices do not include 
dealer charges, such as advertising, that can vary by manufacturer or region, or costs for selling, preparing, displaying or fi nancing the vehicle. Images displayed may not be representative of 
the actual trim level of a vehicle. Colors shown are the most accurate representations available. However, due to the limitatio ns of web and monitor color display, we cannot guarantee that 
the colors depicted will exactly match the color of the car. Information provided is believed accurate but all specifi cations, pricing, and availability must be confi rmed in writing (directly) with 
the dealer to be binding. Dealer is not responsible for any inaccuracies contained herein and by using this application you the customer acknowledge the foregoing and accept such terms. 
Price does not include dealer added options. The listed details are to be used as an informational listing of available equipment on this vehicle. It is the sole responsibility of the customer to 
verify the existence of any option or accessories and the vehicle condition before time of sale. The cash price does not include any fi nance charge, fees for license, title, registration, taxes, 
service contracts, services related to the sale, and the price of accessories. All prices and availability are subject to change without notice. Listed APR, down payment, payments, incentives and 
other terms are estimates for example purposes only. Information provided is based on very well-qualifi ed buyers or lessees. The payment information provided here is not a commitment by 
any organization to provide credit, leases or other programs. Some customers may not qualify for listed programs. Your terms may vary. Lessor must approve lease. Credit approval required. 
Photos for illustration purposes only.

5445 I-10 East | Baytown, TX 77521
Sales: (281) 837-3820 | Service: (866) 747-4608

We’re EXPANDING to better serve you!

A

D S

S

Best Warranty- 5 Year Bumper to Bumper



BAYTOWN’S

TOWN SQUAREat
FARMERS MARKET
Local Farmers | Live Music | Food Trucks

Cottage Foods | Handmade Goods

8:00 AM - 1:00 PM
3RD SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH

CALL 281-420-6597 OR VISIT BAYTOWN.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION

213 WEST TEXAS AVE.
BAYTOWN, TEXAS

QUARE

HH

RG FFOOORRR MMMOORE INFORMMAATTIIOON
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FREE DANCE FITNESS

FREE POUND FITNESS

Dance Fitness is a group exercise that incorporates many 
forms of dance moves with a full body workout. 

Come learn some new moves and get the results you want. 
Don’t forget your water!

Every Monday and Wednesday, 7pm - 8pm
Town Square, 213 W. Texas Ave.

Using the included ripstix., 
lightly weighted drumsticks  
engineered specifi cally for 
exercising, Pound™ transforms drumming 
into incredibly effective way of working out, 
designed for all fi tness levels. The workout is 
easily modifi able and the aleternative vibe 
and welcoming philosophy appeals to both 
men and women of all ages and abilities

C� king with
Class!

Students learn kitchen safety and sanitation in line with 
industry standards, plus a variety of recipes 

and cooking techniques. 

All classes taught by ServeSafe® certifi ed teachers
and chef instructor Chef Win Thomas.

Friday October 12th - Ages 7-17
Tamales and Sopapilla Cheesecake

s..

1st and 3rd Friday, 7 pm - 8pm 
 Town Square, 213 W. Texas Ave.
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  4201 Garth Rd
  Ste 290  

   281-422-5535
www.gracewomenscenter.com

GRACE
WOMEN’S CENTER
OF BAYTOWN

Grace Women’s Center 
offers allergy testing 
and immunotherapy

WE 
CAN HELP!

ALLERGIES?

Call Glenn Terry 281-427-7528
2716 N. Main | Baytown, Tx

FINANCING AVAILABLE FOR 
COMPANIES AND INDIVIDUALS

IN STOCK AND ON SALE EVERYDAY!IIIIIINNNNNNNN SSSSSTTTOOOOOOCCCCCKKKKKKKK AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAANNNNDDDDDDDD OOOOOONNNNN SSSSSSAAAAAAAAALLLLLLLLLLLLLEEEEEEEEEE EEEEVVVVVVVVVEEEEERRRRRYYYYYYYDDDDDDDDDDDDDDAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAYYYYYYYYY

Serving Baytown and East Texas
~ Over Seven Years and Growing ~

vviiiiiiiiiiiiinnngg BBBBBBBBBBBBaaaaaayyttttttooooowwnnnnnnnn aaaaaannnnndddddddddddddd EEEEEEaasstttttttttttttt TTTTTTTTTTTTTTeeexx
www.keytrucksales.com

1025 Birdsong Ste. C
Baytown, TX 77521

281-427-7298

INDUSTRY OUR GROWTH 
CONTINUES

Chamber of Commerce

Brighter
Business Ahead! WEST 

CHAMBERS 
COUNTY

  2830 North FM 565, Suite 200
www.
 eWCCCC.com

281•576•5440



Total

United States: Bayport Polymers
to Double Polyethylene Capacity

Total, Borealis and NOVA Chemicals Take 
Final Investment Decision for New Unit

Paris/Vienna/Calgary/Bayport, 
September 25, 2018 — Bayport Polymers, 
LLC (“Bayport Polymers”) – a 50/50 joint 
venture owned by Total S.A. (“Total”) and 
Novealis Holdings LLC, itself  a joint venture 
of  Borealis AG (“Borealis”) and NOVA 
Chemicals Inc. (“NOVA Chemicals”) – 
announces the final investment decision to 
build a 625,000-ton-per-year polyethylene unit 
at its production site in Bayport, Texas. 

The new unit will use Borstar® technology 
and more than double the site’s 
polyethylene capacity to 1.1 Mt/y with a 
start-up scheduled in 2021. The contract 
for the engineering, procurement and 
construction of  the new unit has been 
awarded to McDermott and is expected to 
employ 1,750 staff  during peak activity. 

Formed in May 2018, Bayport Polymers 
is currently building a one-million-
tonne per year steam cracker in Port 
Arthur, Texas. This cracker will process 
ethane, which is abundantly available and 
competitively priced in the U.S. and will 
supply Bayport polyethylene units.

“The power of  this partnership between 
Total, Borealis and NOVA Chemicals will 
enable us to become one of  the largest 
players in the North American polyethylene 
market,” said Bayport Polymers President 
Diane Chamberlain. “The Borstar 
technology, which will be used for the 
first time in North America, will allow 
us to better serve our customers with 
an increased range of  high-value-added 
products.”  

“The project is in line with our strategy 
to develop petrochemicals at our major 
integrated complexes and leverage 
competitively priced feedstocks,” said 
Bernard Pinatel, President Refining & 
Chemicals of  Total. “It’s another step to 

strengthen our position in the United States, 
where we have more than 5,000 employees 
and where we operate one of  our 6 world 
largest integrated platforms in Port Arthur, 
Texas.” 

“This final investment decision is a 
major milestone in the development of  this 
exciting partnership, and a significant step 
in the global market presence of  our unique 
Borstar technology,” explained Borealis Chief  
Executive Alfred Stern.

“Partnering with Total and Borealis and 
bringing Borstar® technology to North 

America will allow us to better serve our 
customers throughout the Americas by 
delivering a broader slate of  products that 
help make everyday life healthier, easier and 
safer,” stated NOVA Chemicals CEO, Todd 
Karran.

Bayport Polymers is a joint venture 50% 
owned by Total and 50% owned by Novealis 
Holdings (a joint venture between Borealis 
and NOVA Chemicals). The JV is the 
translation of  the growth ambitions of  each 
of  the partners. It combines a 400,000-ton-
per-year polyethylene plant previously owned 
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by Total in Bayport, Texas, with 
the Borealis proprietary Borstar® 
technology and NOVA Chemicals’ 
deep customer and technical 
expertise in polyethylene to deliver 
a broad range of  products to 
help meet the growing global 
demand for plastic products. It 
also includes an ethane-based 
steam cracker with a capacity of  
1 million tons per year – currently 
under construction in Port Arthur, 
Texas – and a new 625,000-ton-
per-year Borstar polyethylene unit 
to be built in Bayport, Texas.

Borealis is a leading provider of  
innovative solutions in the fields 
of  polyolefins, base chemicals 
and fertilizers. With its head 
office in Vienna, Austria, the 
company currently has around 
6,600 employees and operates 
in over 120 countries. Borealis 
generated EUR 7.5 billion in sales 
revenue and a net profit of  EUR 
1,095 million in 2017. Mubadala, 
through its holding company, 
owns 64% of  the company, with 

the remaining 36% belonging to 
Austria-based OMV, an integrated, 
international oil and gas company. 
Borealis provides services and 
products to customers around 
the world in collaboration with 
Borouge, a joint venture with the 
Abu Dhabi National Oil Company 
(ADNOC). www.borealisgroup.
com

Borstar is a registered trademark 
of  the Borealis Group.

NOVA Chemicals develops 
and manufactures chemicals and 
plastic resins that make everyday 
life safer, healthier and easier. Our 
employees work to ensure health, 
safety, security and environmental 
stewardship through our 
commitment to sustainability 
and Responsible Care®. NOVA 
Chemicals, headquartered in 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada, is 
wholly-owned, ultimately by 
Mubadala Investment Company 
of  the Emirate of  Abu Dhabi, 
United Arab Emirates. 
www.novachem.com
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Baytown Texas Dentistry
Dr. Zach Holder and Dr. Jesse Kirkpatrick

 Full & Partial Dentures
 Periodontal Treatment
 Teeth Whitening
 Crowns, Bridges, & Implants
 Sedation Dentistry
 Root Canals

 Teeth Grinding, Snoring, and Sleep Apnea
 Tooth Extraction
 Oral Cancer Screening
 Tooth-Colored Fillings
 Dental Sealants
 Seeing patients of all ages

Independence Plaza 1 | 4201 Garth Rd Suite 311 | Baytown, TX 77521 | www.baytowntexasdentistry.com

(281) 427-5305

(We are open every other Friday 
8-12)

Closed Sat & Sun

Monday 8AM - 5PM
Tuesday 8AM - 5PM
Wednesday 8AM - 5PM
Thursday 8AM - 5PM
Friday    8AM - 12PM

G
arth Rd.

N
. M

ain

W. Baker

Rollingbrook Dr.

W. Cedar Bayou LynchburgW. Cedar Bayou Lynchburg



Running Water Entertainment presents Through the Banks of  the 
Red Cedar, a documentary film featuring Texas football legends and 
MSU Athletics and College Football Hall of  Famers Gene Washington 
and Bubba Smith. The evening will include distinguished guests from 
Baytown and La Porte, with a Q & A with Gene Washington and his 
filmmaker daughter Maya Washington who directed and produced the 
film. General Admission is $20. All tickets include one drink and one 
popcorn at the state of  the art Showbiz Cinemas for the screening.

In 1963, Michigan State Head Coach Duffy Daugherty gave 23 
African American young men the opportunity of  a lifetime. The 
daughter of  football legend Gene Washington uncovers how the first 
fully-integrated college football team in America changed the game 
forever in this much anticipated documentary film, Through the 
Banks of  the Red Cedar. The film highlights the adversities of  African 
American student athletes from La Porte, Baytown, and the Beaumont 
Triangle during the 1960s. 

Through the Banks of  the Red Cedar, a play on the Michigan State 
University fight song, follows the 50 year legacy of  Maya’s father, 
legendary Vikings wide-receiver Gene Washington (College Football 
Hall of  Fame, Big Ten Ford-Kinnick Leadership Award, Michigan 
State Athletics Hall of  Fame, 50 Greatest Vikings Honoree) from 
the segregated South to MSU alongside highly decorated teammates 
Bubba Smith (Defensive Lineman), George Webster (Rover Back) 
and Clinton Jones (Running Back) as they become members of  the 
first fully integrated football team in America, later making history 
as first round picks in the 1967 Draft. The story unfolds through the 
eyes of  Maya Washington, Gene’s youngest daughter, as she uncovers 
her father’s journey and the impact of  this legacy on the present 
generation. Maya traces her father’s footsteps from the segregated 
South to the North, over the course of  a modern football season. 
As she uncovers both the triumphs and defeats of  her father’s team, 
she develops a newly formed appreciation for the game and a deeper 
connection to her father, just in time to witness MSU Spartan Football 
team ascend to national prominence 50 years later.

The racial demographics seen on the field today are due in large 
part to Hall of  Fame coach Duffy Daugherty’s innovative approach 
to recruiting African American men from the South to MSU in the 
1960s, known as the “Underground Railroad” of  college football. The 
success of  MSU’s 1965 and 1966 back-to-back Big Ten and National 
Champion teams forces America to re-think prejudices that previously 
kept African American players from earning scholarships or starting 
positions. Civil Rights legislations and the overwhelming success of  
Duffy’s integrated team force the rest of  college football, including 
programs like Alabama, Texas and Mississippi, to finally recognize and 
recruit black talent. 

The film delves into the triumphs and defeats of  Daugherty’s 
integrated team as they finish the season with the historic 1966 “Game 
of  the Century,” a 10-10 tie against Notre Dame. Teammates Gene 

Washington, Bubba Smith , Clinton Jones, and George Webster make 
history as first round picks in the 1967 draft. Gene Washington and 
Clinton Jones bring momentum to the Minnesota Vikings, playing in 
the 1969 Super Bowl alongside legendary teammates Joe Kapp, Alan 
Page, Carl Eller, Jim Marshall, John Henderson, Oscar Reed, Dave 
Osborn and Mick Tingelhoff. Maya’s interviews with former players 
recall the highlights of  the Minnesota Vikings’ “Purple People Eater” 
years, as well as the racial discrimination black players faced in the 
league, speaking to the overall impact African American pioneers had 
on players’ rights, including free agency and the right to negotiate 
salaries. Her appreciation and gratitude for her father grows deeper as 
together they reveal how what happened 50 years ago is still relevant 
today.

To purchase tickets, please visit https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/through-the-banks-of-the-red-cedar-area-premiere-
tickets-50290786095

Local Hall of Famer Gene Washington
featured in documentary

Discover
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Through The Baytown Project, David Berkowitz shines a 
light on everyday people in the greater Baytown area. Follow 
along at thebaytownproject.com, or on Facebook and 
Instagram.

Discover

Robyne Gold

The Baytown Project by David 
Berkowitz

“I had my dog, Zena, for years, 
but was wanting a second one. 
I didn’t have time when I was 
working. So as soon as I retired, 
I got Tara. I started volunteering 
with Emma’s Hugs at the medical 
center in Houston, giving out free 
parking tokens. One day while 
I was there, I saw four or five 
dogs with their handlers coming 
down the hall. I went to see what 
it was all about, and I learned 
they were with Faithful Paws 
doing pet therapy visits. And I 
was like, wow. I just retired. I just 
got a puppy. I love people. I love 
dogs. This is what I want to do. 

“Tara is 5 years old now, and 
we’ve made more than 150 visits. 
I talk to her all the time. I tell 
her, ‘When I got you, I had no 
idea the doors you were going to 
open, the places I was going to 
see, and the people I was going 
to meet.’ We visit places like 
nursing homes, assisted living 
residences, hospitals, hospice 
facilities and schools for special 

needs kids. We’ve also gone to 
libraries where children who are 
struggling readers get a chance 
to read to our calm, quiet pets.

“People tell me how much they 
appreciate what I do and how 
I’ve got this big heart. But truth 
be known, I’m kind of  selfish. I 
do this for me. I love that other 
people get the enjoyment from it, 
but it really fulfills me. I can tell 
that Tara enjoys it, too. When we 
have a visit scheduled I’ll say to 
her, ‘We’ve got a job today,’ and 
she knows what it means. When 
we arrive and I get her out of  
the car, she just has this air about 
her. She’s almost prancing going 
into places. She’s real confident. 

“If  there’s such a thing 
as reincarnation, I want to 
come back as a therapy dog. 
They’re very well taken care 
of  by their owners, they get to 
go to neat places, and people 
love on them and pet them 
all the time. I want their job.”Learn more about the Faithful Paws organization at 

faithfulpawshouston.org.
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“I came to Baytown from Guanajuato, Mexico, 
when I was 18. I’m the oldest of  10 children, and I 
was the only one who came at the time. I didn’t speak 
English and I didn’t know anybody. But I was looking 
for a better life, a better future. When I first came, 
my idea was to get rich and go back home. Then 
over time as you work, you start spending the money 
you make and start living a fairly comfortable life. By 
that time, I knew I wasn’t going back. This is a great 
country to be in. I wanted to be part of  society.

“First I got my green card. Then after years, I applied 
for citizenship. It was a long process, but I finally 
became an American citizen in 1989. I was 32 years 
old. When I went back home to visit, my family all saw 

that I was driving an almost new car. They saw that I 
was doing well, and they wanted to do the same. So I 
applied through the immigration department for my 
mom, my dad and five brothers and sisters. Now all 
of  them are here. There is one in Dallas, two in Iowa, 
and the rest are in Baytown. They all followed me.

“I think I’ve been pretty fortunate in life. If  you just do 
the right thing, everything seems to fall in place. This is a 
great country to live in. It’s a land of  opportunity. You’ve 
just got to go out there and get it. The good life passes 
by at 6 o’clock in the morning. If  you’re not there, it goes 
somewhere else. So you’ve got to get up in the morning 
and do things every day. That’s what I’ve done all my life.” 

Isidro Garcia has owned Baytown Auto Upholstery for about 20 years.

The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz

Isidro Garcia
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Joshua Villegas

“As a kid I was always drawing. And I was a mall rat 
because my mom worked there at Foley’s. So I would 
go to Waldenbooks, and one time I saw a Star Wars art 
book. It was just when the movie prequels were coming 
out. I thought the designs and concepts were pretty 
cool. It was amazing to think that you could create an 
entire world if  you wanted. It was escapism for me. I 
asked for the book for Christmas that year, and I started 
copying and drawing what they were doing. That’s what 
I did throughout elementary school and junior high. 

“Then in high school I was in advanced art. That’s 
pretty much what kept my GPA up because it counted 
for a credit and a half. I always had pressure from the 
teacher to do something. But by the end of  my senior 
year, I was scrambling to put a portfolio together. 

Honestly, I was always that procrastinator. That was a 
moment where I didn’t take advantage of  things. And 
I think my entire 20s were pretty much the same way. 
I had fun, but I didn’t do what I could have done to 
pursue an art career. 

“But I don’t want to dwell on those missed 
opportunities. That’s not going to help me. It’s just like, 
what do I do now? How do I move forward now? So 
that’s what started all this, the paintings and all the other 
work I’ve been creating this year. In January I started 
drawing again. I began painting. I’m going to turn 30 
in October. I decided that the time has come for me 
to put my best foot forward with my art. If  not now, 
when?”

See some of Joshua Villegas’ work on Instagram @joshooahvee.

The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz
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11402 Eagle Drive • Mont Belvieu
281-385-6455

Commercial •  Consumer • Real Estate Loans

Personalized Banking
In your Neighborhood

Building Design & Planning

• Civil/Structural    
   Design
• Building Design
• Residential
• Commercial
• Land Planning  
  & Development

www.carnesengineering.com

12605 IH-10 East • (Exit FM 3180)
281-385-1200

Building Design & Planning
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3711 Garth Rd. Suite 160 | Baytown, TX 77521
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MDWeight Loss
Skincare & Laser
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281-201-8243

Local Doctor Finds Hope for 
Weight Management

Dr. Daniel Nguyen is a Texan.  He grew 
up in Houston and graduated with 
honors from Eisenhower High School. 
He did undergraduate work at Baylor 
University and attended medical school 
at UTMB in Galveston. He completed 
his internal medicine training in Austin 
before moving to Baytown.  For over 
a decade, Dr. Nguyen has served as 
a hospitalist at Houston Methodist 

Baytown Hospital.  Now as medical director of MD Weight Loss, he 
concentrates on preventative medicine by diagnosing and treating 
obesity and its related diseases. He is one of only a handful of physicians 
who is double boarded in internal medicine and obesity medicine, and 
can provide the most up-to-date treatments as recommended by the 
Obesity Medicine Association.  He is currently accepting new patients.  So 
if you or someone you know is struggling with their weight, then please 
don’t wait any longer.  Help is available at MD Weight Loss.

CONTACT US!
FOR ALL YOUR AWARD & PERSONALIZATION NEEDS!

From trophies to plaques-From trophies to plaques-

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

1214 Massey Tompkins, Baytown
Mon -Fri  9am - 5pm

www.awards-engraving.com

1214 Masse Tompkins Ba to n
myhelpdesk@awards-engraving.com

Recognize • Personalize • Reward • AppreciateRecognize • Personalize • Reward • Appreciate

WWEEEE VVVVVVEEEEEE GGGGGGOOOOTTTTT YYYYYOOOOOUUUU CCCCCCOOOOOVVVVVEEEERRRREEEEDD!

www.awards-engraving.com
281-420-1299

When you are looking for the best care for your eyes in 
Baytown, Mont Belvieu, or Dayton

contact Texas State Optical in Baytown!

TSO
TEXAS STATE OPTICAL

TM

301 West Texas Avenue Baytown, TX
281-427-7374 

 www.tsobaytown.com

Caring for
the Eyes of Texas

Chris Warford, O.D.Brandon Moderhack, O.D. Christopher Mathews, O.D.

Book an
 appointment 

today! 

Animal Care Clinic
“Care” is our middle name““

6318 FM 563 South | Wallisville, TX 77597
Phone: 409-389-220 | Fax: 409-389-2266

Mon. - Thurs. 8:00am - 5:00pm
Fri. - Sat. 8:00am-12:00pm

www.carisourmiddlename.com
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$3.1 million United Way campaign on
United Way of  Greater Baytown 

Area and Chambers County kicked 
off  the 2018-2019 campaign year 
with a celebration at Yepez Winery in 
Chambers County.

The goal is $3.1 million.
It’s time to step up to donate, 

volunteer and get involved. “Your 
contributions will help change lives,” 
said board president Daryl Fontenot.

He recognized board members 
and thanked all event sponsors, 
including:

Platinum Sponsors: ExxonMobil 
and Chevron Phillips

Gold Sponsor: ONEOK
Silver Sponsor: The Baytown Sun
Bronze Sponsors: Covestro and 

Texas First Bank
Copper Sponsors: Aramark and 

the City of  Baytown
Corporate Sponsors: Air 

Products, Amegy Bank, Anadarko, 
Chevron Phillips,, Covestro, 
Entergy, ExxonMobil, Fluor, 
LCY Elastomers, LyondellBassell, 
ONEOK, Target, Texas First Bank, 
The Walmart Foundation, and 
Zachary Group.

Fontenot said the purpose is, 
“to connect donors with the needs 
of  the community. We want to 
draw attention to community-
wide issues that your investment 
in our Community Impact Fund 
will provide solutions for: hunger, 
joblessness, barriers to furthering 
education, homelessness, mental 
health and general financial stability. 
Your contributions will help change 
lives.”

Campaign Chair Robin McDougal 
received a giant check from United 
Way board and staff  in the amount 
of  $30,792 to kickoff  the 2018-2019 
campaign.

McDougald said, “I believe in our 
mission of  developing, promoting 
and supporting solutions to meet 
our community needs. I am a 
proud advocate for United Way as 
a volunteer, chairperson and more 
importantly as a donor.”

McDougald explained that United 
Way donations provide shelter and 
food to those who need temporary 
assistance; job training or job 
opportunities; and relief  provided by 
the disaster recovery team.

In an exercise to get all guests 
to imagine themselves in the shoes 
of  someone who needs help from 
United Way, each guest’s nametag 
contained a brief  code.

She deciphered: “S = Single; M = 
Married; A = In an abusive situation; 
F = Food insecurity (hungry); H = 
Homeless; U = unemployed; and # 
= number of  children for whom you 
are responsible for their well-being.”

She asked, “How does it feel to 
wake up every day in your situation. 
How will you find shelter? How 
will you get through the day? Many 
people wake up to this reality every 
single day.”

McDougald closed by saying, “It’s 
an ongoing need. Get involved by 
giving, advocating or volunteering.”

She encouraged everyone to take 
time to walk in the shoes of  those 
who just need a little bit of  help.

Last year United Way of  Greater 
Baytown Area and Chambers 
County funded 33 programs for local 
non-profits with over $2 million in 
financial grants.

The requests for funding totaled 
about $3 million.

This year’s foundation goal is 
$3.1 million. Donate. http://www.
unitedwaygbacc.org

Regina Booker and United Way Board Member Lola 
Robinson

Photos by Carol Skewes

From left United Way Treasurer Brian Shatwell of 
ONEOK, United Way Board Member Jennifer Walsh 
of Covestro, Donna Mohlman, UW Baytown Area & 
Chambers County Disaster Recovery Chairperson 
Guido Persiani and Dan Foley

United Way Campaign Chair Robin McDougald and 
Board President Daryl Fontenot

Local Scene
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Hank Stoerner
Memorial Golf Tournament

Clockwise from top left: Brad Burton (left), John Capetillo, Forrest (Bub) Stoerner Jr., Tiffany Stoerner and Jason Stoerner; 
Jake Stoerner (left), Hannah Stoerner, Emily Johnston and Ginger Stoerner; Jeremiah Ortiz (left), Emily Johnston, Clint 
Stoerner, Kalyn Stoerner, Kelly Smith and Ginger Stoerner; Michael Thompson (left), Marcus Thompson, Brooks Richard and 
Adam Mazzola; Justin Shamblin (left), Dereck Brooks, Johnny Johnston and Justin Graves

Photos courtesy of Sara Henning

Local Scene
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Baytown Special Rodeo
Local Scene

Clockwise from top left: D’Neeko Thompson, 15, has his face painted by Abby Eliezer. Rutledge Wiggins, 5, sits on a 
Longhorn named Tex. Anniculp Harper holds Sandi Harper, 3. Baytown Special Rodeo participants and volunteers dance 
together. Logan Wiggins, 5, sits on Longhorn, Tex. Ken Smith waves a bubble wand.
Photos by Preslie Cox
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Robert E. Lee Class of 1958 reunion

Local Scene

Paul Mettke (left) and Winston Gardner Frances Lewis Ray (left), Gwen Davis Clift and Margie Weeks Gordon

Kay Thibodaux Gramlich (left) and Martha 
Skidmore Crowder

Class of 1958 classmates and spouses in front of Robert E. Lee High School
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Photos by Preslie Cox

Betsy and Roy Calma; Brenda and Winston Gardner

Elsie Clark

Laneen and Jerry Taylor

Jean Ann Williams Massengale and James Massengale

Bobbie Wallace Phillips (left), Patsy Rowe Brewer and 
Janiece Savage Ellisor

Brenda Smith Gardner (left), Donnie Bossley and 
Nadean Largent Bossley



50 Greater  Baytown October 2018

33rd Annual Lee College Foundation Gala
Local Scene

Clockwise from top left: Hellen and Ever Pereira; Lakesha Holmes, Scott Shelley and Helen Reavis;. Lee and Leila Bates; 
Rod and Rene Herrick; Lee College Student of the Year Kyle Grammond; Erika Foster (left) and Zena Hale; Pastor Edward 
Lightfoot (left), Dr. Carolyn Lightfoot, Donna Zuniga and Christopher McClure; Debbie Casey and Gretchen Knowles; Melissa 
Reabold (back left), Suzanne Heinrich, Pete Alfaro, Dr. Janice Johnson-Umezulike (front left) and Bedford Umezulike

Photos by Preslie Cox
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2018 Hurricane Zip-Zone Evacuation Map
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