
May 2018

BAYTOWN
GREATER

$3.95

A publication of
The Baytown Sun

LIFE ALONG THE TEXAS GULF COAST

Celebrating journeys of

From difficult births
to surviving cancer,

moms meet challenges
of  being a parent head on

MOTHERHOOD



We can help you get there.
If you’ve suffered from years of joint pain and struggled to find relief, we have 
the joint care expertise to get you back to your everyday life. With treatment 
plans customized for you, our specialists offer a full range of advanced 
nonsurgical and surgical techniques, including:

• Innovative pain control methods
•  Physical therapy to improve mobility and range of motion
•  Latest technology, including minimally invasive surgical techniques 
• Presurgical education programs for joint replacement

Schedule an appointment to discuss your options with a joint specialist.
Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine at Baytown
4201 Garth Road, Suite 111 | Baytown, TX 77521 | 281.427.7400 
houstonmethodist.org/jointpain

LIVE A LIFE WITHOUT  
JOINT PAIN

Baytown

Willowbrook

Texas Medical Center

Katy

Sugar Land

The Woodlands

Clear Lake

Bellaire

Memorial City

Pearland

Conroe



3Greater Baytown May 2018

BAYTOWN
LIFE ALONG THE TEXAS GULF COASTGREATER

VOL. 2, NO. 5
All material herein c. 2018, Southern Newspapers Inc., dba 
The Baytown Sun 1301 Memorial Drive Baytown, Texas 77520. 
No material herein may be reproduced in whole or in part by 
any means, including electronic retrieval systems, 
without written permission of the publisher.

The Baytown Sun

PUBLISHER

Carol Skewes

ADVERTISING

Dean West, manager

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES

Cathy Loftin

Amanda Moreman

P. K. Wolfe

CIRCULATION

Susan Jones, Manager

Daisie Herndon 

EDITORIAL

David Bloom, 
managing editor

Paul DeBenedetto, 
assistant managing editor

Preslie Cox, 
lifestyle editor

Michael Pineda,
sports editor

Matt Hollis

Christopher James

ACCOUNTING

Misty Warner, 
Business Manager 

Deborah Robertson

IMAGING

Heather Ellis

Shannon McBay

www.baytownsun.com  • 281-422-8302
1301 Memorial Drive • Baytown, Texas

The May edition of  Greater Baytown 
gives us the opportunity to honor 
motherhood. The cover shot features twins 
Vivian Ann and Charlotte Ann, daughters 
of  Kathy and Paul Kurtz. Kathy’s story 
makes one appreciate each day and the 
health we sometimes take for granted.

‘Moms behind the news’ shows what a 
force a strong mother can be in support of  
her child’s battle. Lakesha Lewis and Jillian 
Presley have watched their children go 
through something no parent wants to face, 
leukemia. 

Pamela Bonta taught her daughter 
Jacqueline Young to be strong through her 
health challenges, a lesson that has helped 
Jackie help others in the fight to clean up the 
San Jacinto Waste Pits.

The stories of  strength and endurance 
continue as we read about Yolanda Salazar, 
three-time cancer survivor and mother of  
three in the military.

 ‘Remembering Mom’ By 
Christine Putnam honors 
her mother Dorothy Ruth 
Worsham, who overcame 
the most extreme adversity 
in the Great Depression to 
live life to the fullest and 
continue to make others’ 
lives better.

For an added treat, we 
learn how local nurse and 
REL alum Sarah Enelhaupt 

is giving back to her community by gifting 
prom makeovers to those less fortunate.

GCCISD’s Susan Passmore writes about 
the first-ever GOSH tournament (Golf  & 
Fishing). ‘Where are they now?’ heralds the 
career of  Tom Landgraf.

David Berkowitz brings us three more 
stories in The Baytown Project, a featured 
favorite for Greater Baytown.

Carol Skewes
Publisher
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"But behind 

all your 

stories is your 

mother's story, 

for hers is 

where yours 

begins."

— Mitch Albom, 
For One More Day
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Vivian (left) and Charlotte Kurtz

Photo by Preslie Cox
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While most women are concerned with nausea and swelling 
when pregnant, Kathy Kurtz’ biggest concern was surviving 
carrying her twin girls for 30 weeks.

On her 40th birthday, Kathy started her day reading. She was 
six weeks pregnant, a goal that had taken a long time to achieve. 
While in bed, she says she “started to feel not well.” When 
she tried to prepare breakfast, “It seemed like I had to really 
think about all the steps.” She had to remind herself  to, “Get 
a bowl.  Get the cereal.  Pour the cereal into the bowl.  Open 
the fridge.  Get the milk.  Pour the milk into the bowl. Get a 
spoon.” Eventually, she lost control of  her body and couldn’t 
communicate. She felt “trapped.” She and her husband Paul 
raced to the nearest urgent care facility where it was revealed that 
Kathy had had a stroke.  

Years prior, after trying the old-fashioned way with no success, 
Kathy and Paul decided on In Vitro Fertilization. They tried 

four times over a five-year span but couldn’t conceive. At the 
time, this took a toll on Kathy. Since she was adopted at a young 
age, she longed for a “biological bond” with a child of  her own. 
“Motherhood was going to be my chance to experience what I 
always thought I was missing out on,” she says. 

Despite the failed IVF attempts, there was still hope. There 
were still options.

Kathy had always wanted to adopt, but she felt led to try to 
use an egg donor, that way she could still carry her child.

Kathy and Paul were sent lists of  donors. They were told, “you 
pick a girl that looks like you when you were 27.”

And while there were plenty to choose from, she couldn’t 
find someone of  Asian descent. She began to second guess the 
decision, surprised to find herself  “jealous and the devastation 
was more than I could bear.” She told Paul, and they decided to 
drop the option. 

Highlands woman shares her 
journey into motherhood

By Justa Lanie Garrett
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The next day at work, feeling confused and hopeless, Kathy 
went to the restroom to find solace. As she cried, she says, “I 
threw my hands in the air and told God He had to take this.” 

When she returned to her desk, she realized she’d received 
an email from the egg donor agency. To her surprise, in that list 
was a young woman who looked like she could be Kathy’s sister. 
After calling the agency to request the woman, she called Paul 
to tell him the good news. The reservations she had about the 
process were gone. She says, “I was at complete peace with this 
decision, and I have no doubt that was God, too.”

Kathy was able to conceive, but the stroke she had on her 40th 
birthday brought new complications. Ultimately, it was revealed 
that her heart was failing. Multiple doctors told her she needed 
to terminate the pregnancy. But she and Paul felt led to at least 
try and fight for the child, or rather two children, they’d finally 
been gifted. She spent time at the Cleveland Clinic, then was 
redirected to a doctor who had just left the facility to work in 
Houston. After careful monitoring throughout her pregnancy, 

Kathy spent the eight weeks leading up to her scheduled due 
date in the hospital. At 30 weeks, Vivian Ann and Charlotte Ann 
were born by C-section on December 2, 2015, weighing in at 3.2 
and 3.1 pounds. Their birth was a success. Kathy and Paul finally 
had the family they’d fought for.

Kathy still battles her heart condition. But this doesn’t stop 
her from enjoying time at home with her girls in Highlands. 
“We play, read, color, and spend a lot of  time outside,” she says. 
She manages her heart condition with medication but is under 
evaluation for a heart transplant. 

When asked what motivates her to keep going, despite 
life’s difficulties, she says, “Hands down my girls inspire me. I 
strive every day to be the best mom I can be to them.” Most 
importantly, Kathy wants her girls to “grow up to be happy and 
confident.” 

Mother’s Day is around the corner. While Kathy doesn’t know 
how she’ll spend the day, she knows she’ll spend it with her 
family.
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Lakesha Lewis and Jillian Presley
The story of  Elijah Lewis and Joey Santiago is both 

heartbreaking and heartwarming. The two young boys were 
forced to quit their youth football team after being diagnosed 
with leukemia just months apart. But when their coaches found 
out, the team decided to honor them with a jersey retirement 
ceremony. And the two boys always kept in good spirits, and 
Santiago even launched a Christmas toy drive at Texas Children’s 

Hospital to help others.
But behind the scenes, two moms struggling with the news 

leaned on each other for support. When Elijah’s mom Lakesha 
Lewis found out through friends and on Facebook that Joey 
had also been diagnosed, she reached out to Joey’s mom, Jillian 
Presley. 

Having that experience and advice helped Presley deal with her 
son’s disease: Lewis helped point Presley in the right direction, 
calm her down, and overall, just be there for her and help her 
understand the process, something Presley credited as helping 
her adapt to the overwhelming process. 

The two families were rightfully honored by the Baytown 
Optimist and Lions clubs on Christmas Eve last year, as an 
emotional Lewis and Presley were on hand to collect gifts for 
the two boys that were donated by each club, as well as a surprise 
check for $1,150 each, collected from a live auction. After the 
strength exhibited by those boys — and their moms — the 
most rewarding experience was knowing that the community 
was behind them.

By Paul DeBenedetto

Moms behind the news
Open up any issue of  The Baytown Sun, and you’ll see people 

making news, for any number of  reasons.
But what about the people behind the newsmakers? 
When it comes to the news, we often miss some of  the people 

who make everything possible: the moms who lend support.
So in honor of  Mother’s Day, here are some of  the moms 

behind the news, who deserve a little credit.

Continued on Page 10
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Pamela Bonta
For about seven years, Jackie Young has been at the forefront 

of  the fight to clean up the San Jacinto River Waste Pits — a 
fight which may finally be coming to its conclusion, after the 
EPA recommended the removal of  dioxin-laced waste from the 
river at the expense of  the companies deemed responsible for 
the ecological disaster.

But with all the help she’s had over the years, Young couldn’t 
have done it without one woman: her mother, Pamela Bonta.

“Even at times when I've been too sick to hold meetings or 
go door to door, my mom has carried on.” Young says. “She is 
certainly my backbone and sidekick!”

Bonta has been there every step of  the way, as far back as 
Young’s college years, when she was sick at University of  
Houston Clear Lake and her mother worked as her caretaker, 
dressing and feeding her, taking her to class and even turning 
the pages of  her textbooks. 

Once Young graduated and started her work as an 
environmental activist, her mother’s support again proved 
invaluable, as she traveled out into the community to post 

signage, spent hours making phone call, and helped during 
outreach events. 

“Running a small non-profit has its challenges and my mom 
always offers to help me pick up the slack,” Young says.

The daughter of  a German immigrant who came to the U.S. 
during World War II, Young says her mother embodies strength, 
which has in turn inspired Young to keep fighting against the 
corporations deemed responsible for polluting the river.

“She and I come from a long line of  strong women and she 
is where I get my tenacity to lead the fight against two of  the 
biggest companies in the world,” Young said. “She and my dad 
instilled integrity and strong work ethic in their children.”
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Jackie Young and Pamela Bonta

Continued from Page 8





'Life is just beautiful'
Yolanda Salazar of  Baytown lives a blessed life. 
She has lived alongside her best friend and husband Juan for 

almost four decades. 
She admires who her three children, Juan, Leticia and Erica 

have become. And she cherishes her six grandchildren.  
Her blessings come directly from her family, which 

combined with her faith, above all, gives her the strength in her 
fight with Stage 4 breast cancer. 

This past January was the third time Yolanda was diagnosed. 
The first diagnosis was stage one breast cancer in 2015. After 
chemotherapy treatments and two surgeries — a lumpectomy 
and a mastectomy — Yolanda thought she was in remission. 
But just after about six months, her doctor told her it had 
returned, this time in several masses. But doctors were able to 
operate and removed the mass in February 2017. 

By this time, Yolanda’s family had held three separate 
benefits to help offset the cost of  treatments and surgery at a 
time when she was unable to work.     

“I was missing a lot of  work,” Yolanda said. “I was working 
from 8 a.m.to 1 p.m. Monday through Friday because I had 
to get radiation every single day. So that was like almost seven 
weeks and that financially hurt. But my family and friends were 
awesome. Everybody helped out and everything was fine. I was 
cancer free again, and then, right before Christmas I found it 
again.” 

Cancer had spread, again. This time the majority of  the 
masses had spread to her right arm and the right side of  her 
torso, but the mass was too large to remove. So doctors started 
giving her chemotherapy treatments while enrolling her in a 
clinical trial. 

But through all of  this, a mother can only think of  her kids. 
“I have to push forward,” Yolanda said. “Not so much for 

myself  but for my family because they’re taking it hard.”
In the same sense that she raised her three kids, she told 

them “you can't do anything without God. He's got to be first 
in your life.” 

It was her faith that helped raise three military kids — 
earning her the title of  “Baytown Sun Mother of  the Year” in 
2014. It was her faith that helped her through times when they 
were deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan. And her faith is what 
reminds her to cherish every moment.  

“I’m always telling my kids, to be sure to tell somebody you 

love them today or pick up the phone and say hey, how are you 
doing? Because tomorrow's not promised,” Yolanda said. “I 
could go to sleep and not wake up. It could have nothing to 
do with cancer, and I could be walking down the street, and 
somebody runs me over. When it's our time, it's our time. It 
doesn't matter what the situation is.” 

“I tell my kids we have to be strong, we have to be united 
and we have to be closer than ever now because nothing is ever 
promised,” she added.  

By Christopher James

12Greater Baytown May 2018

Baytown grandmother faces adversity with faith
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As a mother of  a Marine and two Army soldiers, Yolanda 
had a lot to be proud of. If  you ask her, being a mom is one 
of  the most rewarding things in life and one of  the most 
worrisome, especially when all three children are enlisted. 

Ultimately, her son Juan was a Marine for about 14 years, 
Erica was in the Army for about seven years and Leticia was 
enlisted in the Army for about three years. 

“It was hard,” Yolanda said about being a mother of  three 
service members. “I wouldn’t wish that on anyone.” 

Some nights she would be brought to tears at the thought of  
her babies being in harm’s way so she would turn to God for 
guidance, perspective and hope. 

All three would eventually move on from the military and 
Leticia and Erica, with grandbabies and all, would return home. 

“As a mom, you never stop worrying,” Yolanda said. “But as 
my mama always said, when your kids are at home, you don't 
worry, you think you're worrying but you don't. When they 

leave your nest, that's when you worry and you're never going 
to stop worrying.” 

But these days, Yolanda isn’t as worrisome with all three 
being out of  the military and all three having children to keep 
them busy. 

These days, her children worry about her as she goes through 
chemotherapy every 21 days. At this point, it is unknown if  the 
chemo and the clinical trial are working. They won’t know until 
scans are compared but regardless; a mother, her family and 
her faith are more than enough to live a beautiful, blessed and 
rewarding life. 

“Life is just beautiful. You might feel ugly, but you're 
beautiful and when your family tells you you're beautiful, it 
doesn't matter. I can look like a freak for a little while, but I 
know I'm going to get out of  it,” said Yolanda. “But like I’ve 
said, I just have to keep positive and think positive but God's 
in control.  

During the 2018 Bay Area Relay for Life, Yolanda Salazar, left, Leticia Salazar, Eliana Salazar, and Michael Weston take a lap 
April 6 at Royal Purple Raceway. 

Photos by Preslie Cox



Bumpin' in style

1. Meagan Smith models a maternity 
maxy dress from Old Navy paired with 
a jean jacket 2. An Apple Watch is a 
great accessory during pregnancy, as it 
can keep track of your heart rate. Meagan 
is anemic and her Apple Watch notifies 
her when her heart rate gets too high. 3. 
Meagan wears her New Balance tennis 
shoes that provide comfort and support 
for day trips to the zoo or a museum. 
4. Tank top: Old Navy, Cardigan: Old 
Navy, Jeans: Blue Indigo, Ankle boots: 
Just Fab 5. Meagan and her four year 
old son Rilen 6. Meagan wears an Isabel 
Maternity belly band from Target. It 
allows mothers-to-be to wear shorts 
or jeans that are non-maternity, adds 
support, and hides the bellybutton. 7. 
Dress: Isabel Maternity from Target, 
paired with a bucket hat and lace up 
sandals

1.

Photos by Preslie Cox
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5445 I-10 East | Baytown, TX 77521
Sales: (281) 837-3820 | Service: (866) 747-4608

Let us help 
you with your 

automotive needs!
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Remembering Mom
Dorothy Ruth Worsham lived with me the last several 

years of  her life here in Baytown. She was my mother, 
my friend, my confidant, my advisor, my champion, 
and a wonderful grandmother to my son, Coleman. 

She was born on March 23, 1921, and her 
parents had a difficult go of  it as farmers in Tabor, 
Texas, near Bryan.   Little Dorothy knew hardship 
and deprivation, but learned to be independent. 
As her father William lay dying in 1924 when 
Dorothy was 3, he watched her dance on the hearth 
before the fire and said “there’s my little angel.” 
She never forgot that moment. William died soon afterwards.

 But her mother, Fanny, knew that their days on the farm 
were limited, especially since her farming efforts with six little 
children just didn’t seem to make ends meet. It was time to move 
into town, rent a large, older home, and start a boarding house. 

Dorothy lived in one bedroom of  the huge two-story home with 
Fanny, and Dorothy’s older sister, Dee. There they did the ironing 
and the mending for the day laborers and the Aggie Corpsmen who 
lived there. Fanny would cook breakfast for Dee, Dorothy, and all the 
boarders, sometimes totaling as many as 14 people. Mother went to 
Bryan Elementary School, and learned how to set hair, and to help 
with the cooking, the cleaning, and the ironing at the boarding house. 
She often reminded everyone she was the “baby” of  the family, a 
family of  18 children. Finally, Dorothy and her mother, Fanny, moved 
to Houston, where they could all be closer to the extended family. 

While Dorothy lived with her sister, Dee, and her husband, Boyd, she 
went to Galena Park High School where she met C. C. Putnam. In 1939, 
they were named Most Beautiful and Most Handsome members of  their 
graduating class.  That same year, Dorothy, C.C., and friends were driving 
by what was then called Rice Institute. They were involved in a head-
on collision when a Houston policeman driving a motorcycle crashed 
into them, and Dorothy’s back was broken. She was taken to St. Joseph’s 
Hospital where the nuns took very good care of  her, and would often 
bring her favorite meals, like fried chicken livers, and late night scoops of  
ice cream. After almost two long months in a body cast, she recovered, 
but the doctors had told her that she more than likely could never have 
children after her back had been so irreparably broken.  Her brother, 
Allen Worsham, helped pay for her to attend secretarial school, where she 
learned how to be a stenographer. On April 13, 1941, Dorothy married 
the love of  her life, Clifton Clovis Putnam, an Army sergeant in the 802 Dorothy Ruth Worsham at age 8 in 1929 in Bryan, 

Texas.

Christina 
Putnam
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Tank Division, fighting in the European theatre.
When Dorothy graduated from the 

business school, she began working at many 
of  the firms involved in the petroleum and 
engineering industries. When Houston's mayor 
Oscar Holcomb was in office from 1947 to 
1953, many of  the movers and shakers in 
the post WWII building boom would meet 
in the back boardroom of  the engineering 
firm where Dorothy worked. The secretaries 
would sometimes bring in coffee or be 
ushered in to take notes. One time, Mayor 
Holcomb demanded to know what a word 
meant, and wanted a dictionary.  Dorothy 
brought in her secretarial dictionary she had 
been using since she graduated. Holcomb 
said, “Is this the best dictionary you people 
can get?”   Plucky Dorothy told him in no 
uncertain terms, “Well, Mr. Holcomb, you 
can't even afford that one. It belongs to me!"

Dorothy, who always liked to be right, proved 
her doctor's prediction wrong. She ultimately 
had two daughters, Christina and Lori Lynn, 
whom she cared for through several life-
threatening illnesses during their formative 
years. The tragic car accident in 1939 didn't 
keep her from becoming a wonderful mother.

On Mother's Day, remembering Dorothy is 

something I always do, but I think of  her every 
day. How can we honor someone so special 
to us when they are gone?  Placing flowers 
on a grave helps our own sense of  personal 
obligation, but what else can children do to 
honor the loving kindness and care a mother 
gives unconditionally?  A comforting gesture 
to a friend who has also lost a mother is one 
way, but we can also offer a random act of  
kindness to a struggling young woman with 
children. We might see her anywhere. Hold 
open a door as she maneuvers her way in or out 
of  a store with a stroller or carriage. Offer to 
help complete a purchase when she is counting 
out her change and doesn't seem to have the 
last few cents she needs. It may help her and 
her crying child to their next destination. 
Taking flowers to lonely mothers at local full-
care nursing facilities whose children cannot be 
with them can bring a smile to someone who 
misses the compassion of  family members. 
Contributing to a local women's shelter or a 
family crisis center can also ease a feeling of  loss 
that some folks experience when they can no 
longer honor their own mothers here on earth.

In any event, honoring our nurturers 
helps us reconnect with the joy we once so 
lovingly experienced with our own mothers. 

Dorothy Putnam wears a hat 
she made herself after she 
went to millinery school.

Dorothy and Clovis Putnam in 
1941.

Baytown resident Christina Putnam has an MA from Stephen F. Austin State University, teaches college English, and works 
in social media content creation for several outlets.



It’s time to go into high gear 
on the lawn and garden scene.  
In May, our area hits early 
summer, and even with our 
unusual weather patterns this 
year, gardeners need to act as 
if  there’s no time to be lost.  So 
let’s start with the flower beds: 
Feed amaryllis and iris after 
bloom; feed agapanthus now. 
Bromeliads, the broad-leaved ferns, 
and orchids love our humidity. They can go in shady spots under 
tree branches. Hit them with the water hose occasionally, and let 
Mother Nature take care of  them with rain showers.  

 There are a large number of  flowering plants that can go 
in the ground easily now. Begonia, mums, coleus, geraniums, 
hibiscus, phlox, plumbago, salvia, shrimp plant, zinnia, caladium, 
canna, dahlia, ginger, gladiola and lycoris (otherwise known as 
Naked Ladies) will give you color and bloom through the next 
months. Keep them nicely watered and fed, and pinch bloomers 
as they grow to encourage bushing. Sometimes it’s those tedious 
little tasks that pay off  the biggest reward.

 Vinca, commonly referred to as periwinkle, should never be 
planted in our area until the ground is quite warm, so they can 
go in now.  “Cora” vincas are the first varieties of  this species 
to be resistant to the aerial Phytophthora fungus, a devastating 
disease that until now limited use of  this species in Texas 
landscapes. In addition, they are heat and humidity tolerant 
and deer resistant. They are available in a wide array of  colors 
with either upright or trailing habits and flower throughout the 
summer with some of  the largest flowers in the genus.

 Prune azaleas now or never! Use a 3-1-2 fertilizer around 
azaleas, but no more after June. Use pine needle mulch to keep 
the surrounding soil acidic. Roses may be pruned after bloom. 
With antique roses, you may get the odd bloom all summer, but 
their big show is over until about November, so go ahead and 
whack away.

 Next we move to the vegetable garden.  Squash, sweet potato, 
chard, melon, okra, pumpkin, winter squashes, and cucumber 
like it hot, and will take off  if  you get them in the ground now.  
As usual, you will also get our summer insect horde, so go “small 
game hunting” early in the morning to pick those critters off  
your precious plants.  By the way, here’s a recent tip I saw: cedar 
mulch has proven to be effective against fire ants in the garden.  
Haven’t tried it yet, but if  it works, you read it here first!

 Container plants – do you repot frequently?  If  not, you get 
salt buildup, and you need to do some serious soaking and 
draining, at least a half-dozen times, to leach out the salts.  If  

you do repot, don’t put a plant from a small pot into a huge one 
– go up a size at a time, and the plant will acclimate better over 
time.  If  your house plants have been inside for months, take 
them out under a tree and hose them down in the shade.  They 
will appreciate the fresh air and the bath.

 Fertilize pecans with nitrogen and zinc fertilizer now and 
through June, but not after that.  Citrus and other fruit trees can 
also be fertilized at this time.  They take a different mix than the 
pecans, so as always, it’s a good idea to read the labels to learn 
which plants get what food.

 Lawn mowing: mowers are in full mode, from the sounds 
you hear when you are outside.  When it gets really hot, like over 
90 degrees, set the mower at a higher level to keep the roots 
cool. St. Augustine, our most common lawn grass, should be 
mowed at a 3 inch height, and Bermuda can be in the 1-2 inch 
range. Look for our favorite lawn problems at this time of  year. 
Take-all-root-rot is the fungus that likes high humidity and lots 
of  nitrogen, so if  you fertilize and water the lawn, you may be 
contributing to the problem.  Make the soil more acidic to help 
discourage this fungus. Apply approved insecticide for chinch 
bugs if  you have noticed them appearing.  And I believe that’s 
enough on the gardener’s plate for this month!

Gardening with Mother Nature

A. Lynette Parsons is a master gardener and 
Chambers County resident.

A. Lynette Parsons
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How Many People Get Sick from Allergies?
Allergic conditions are the most common health issues a� ecting children in the U.S. In 2015, 8.2 percent of adults
and 8.4 percent of children were diagnosed with hay fever.
People visit the emergency room about 200,000 times each year because of food allergies

What Are Indoor and Outdoor Allergies?
Types of indoor and outdoor allergies include sinus swelling, seasonal and returning allergies, hay fever and nasal allergies. 
Many people with allergies o en have more than one type of allergy. � e most common indoor/outdoor allergy triggers are: 
tree¨†grass†and†weed†pollen, mold†spores, dust†mites, cockroaches, and cat¨†dog†and rodent dander

Serious Chronic Diseases Aff ecting 1 in 5 Americans

Grace Women’s Center off ers Allergy testing and immunotherapy

ASTHMA   AND   ALLERGY  AWARENESS   MONTH     MAY 2018

Asthma and Allergies:

4201 Garth Rd #290, Baytown, TX 77521 | (281) 422-5535Dr. Laura Flores-Rodriguez
OB/GYN

Dr. Patricia Frey-Murray
OB/GYN

Dr. B.L. Bear Murray
LPC

www.mdweightlosscenter.com

It’s time to get serious 
about your health.

A medically supervised weight loss 
program may be just what 

the doctor ordered!

No insurance? No Problem!
Special Financing Available for 

Patients Without Insurance
Dr. Nguyen is board 
certifi ed in obesity 

medicine and 
internal medicine.

www.mdskincareandlaser.com

Facials • Hydrafacials • Photofacials  • Chemical Peels 
Laser Hair Removal • Body Contouring •  BOTOX/Xeomin

Eyelash Extensions

Come in today for a FREE skin analysis!

All procedures and treatments are performed by a Board Certifi ed 
Physician and Certifi ed Laser Technician/Esthetician. Se habla Español.anandd Certifi ed LasLaseer Techni acian/En/Essthetician. Se bhabla la

281-201-8243

wwwwww.mdmdskskinincacarereanandldlasaserer c.comom

222888111 222000111 8882244333

www dmd kskiincareandlldlaser com
3711 Garth Rd. Suite 160 | Baytown, TX 77521

D N i b d

ItIt’s’s timee toto g tet seriious

MDWeight Loss
Skincare & Laser

CONTACT US!
FOR ALL YOUR AWARD & PERSONALIZATION NEEDS!

From trophies to plaques-
WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

1214 Massey Tompkins, Baytown
Mon -Fri  9am - 5pm

www.awards-engraving.com
myhelpdesk@awards-engraving.com
wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww aaaaawwwwwwwwwwwaaaaarrrrrdddddsssssssss eeeeennnnnnnggggggggggrrrraaaaaavvvvvvviiiiiinnnnnnngggggggggg cccccccccoooooommmmdddddddddd iiiiiiiii

Recognize • Personalize • Reward • AppreciateReccooggnniize • Personnaalliizzee • Reward • Appreciate



Among the Baytown athletic programs, 
few compare in achievements to Sterling’s 
water polo teams. 

Beginning in the 1980’s, the boys and 
girls teams developed reputations as a 
state powerhouse, capturing state cham-
pionships, competing on a national stage 
and sending athletes to the top programs 
in the nation. 

And it took off  with a coach from Indi-
ana at the helm.

Tom Landgraf  was recently inducted 
into the Texas Aquatic Legends Hall of  
Fame at the University of  Texas Swim 
Center. It was fitting for a career that 
spanned 42 years at Sterling, Clear Lake 
and as a coach for the US Water Polo 
Team. He coached over 200 All-Ameri-
cans and 18 state champions. 

Landgraf  currently resides in Seabrook, 
situated in between Clear Lake and Ster-
ling. He left Sterling in 1992 to join the 
coaching staff  of  Team USA. As a staff  
member, he coached during the 1996 
Olympic Games. He returned to Texas 
and coached at Clear Lake for 18 years, 
winning 15 state titles. 

Landgraf  credited Sterling principal 
Ed Wechtel for not only bringing him to 
Sterling but also inspiring him and others 
to succeed. Landgraf  was a successful 
high school coach looking for a warm-
er climate. Through Eddie Reese, the 
University of  Texas swim coach, he found 
open positions at Stratford and Sterling. 

Landgraf  interviewed with Stratford, a 
program set up for success, and was ready 
to accept their offer. But he agreed to an 

interview with Sterling and was convinced 
by Wechtel he could build a successful 
program.

He coached three state championships 
in water polo and numerous district 
and regional swimming and water polo 
champions. He also had 50 All-State and 
All-Americans. And he recalled how it 
came close to never happening.

“After accepting the job, Sterling found 
itself  in need of  a psychology teacher,” 
Landgraf  said. “Principal Wechtel called 
me in and informed me I would be the 
new psychology teacher. My initial reply 
was…”I don’t even know how to spell 
psychology.” I had a Masters degree 
which meant I was entitled to an emer-
gency certificate.”

Wechtel convinced Landgraf  he could 
teach psychology and he was right. For 18 
years, Landgraf  taught AP psychology. 

Landgraf  also nearly decided to hang 
it up when he discovered he was coach-
ing water polo, a fact that had not been 
mentioned during his interview or listed 
on his contract. The boys lost their first 
game 21-1 Wechtel once again had to lift 
his spirits. Landgraf  became a student of  
the game, using principal from his time 
as a basketball player and adding his own 
wrinkle. He developed a state team in the 
process and added to his knowledge. 

The men’s Olympic coach visited 
Houston and watched a Sterling practice. 
Landgraf  found out he was doing some 
things backward. Other things, like the 
counterattack, were outstanding. Land-
graf  was invited to the Olympic Training 

Center which elevated his career. 
During his coaching career, Landgraf  

won 1,329 water polo matches and lost 
204. He also had 817 in swimming with 
199 losses. 

Where are they 
now?

By Michael Pineda

Tom Landgraf

Tom Landgraf (younger)

Tom Landgraf today
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BettER care. 
ClosER to home.

Fast, expert care for individuals and families
in a home-like environment.

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

Locally owned and operated.
Patients Emergency Room is a Free Standing,
Full Service EMERGENCY facility open 24 hrs, 
7 days a week to treat ALL Emergencies.



Erica McKey is a registered nurse at Patients Emergency Room. Erica grew up in 
Mont Belvieu, and graduated from Barbers Hill High School. After high school, Erica 
attended Lee College and received her nursing degree. Very early on in her studies, 
Erica realized she loved the thrill and excitement of working in emergency medicine. 
She knew she had a passion for helping people, and the emergency room was the 
place where she needed to be. Erica became a part of the Patients ER team in 2016, 
and she feels like she has found her work home.

“I love being able to give back and care for the community that I love. Getting to work 
for a company that values its employees and treats them with that hometown feel is 
a huge bonus,” said McKey.

When not at work, Erica enjoys spending time on the boat or by a fi replace with her 
husband, Chase, and their son, Brody.

Fanta
Elbert de la Cruz, Director of Nursing/Operations Manager

Erica McKey, R.N.

Meet our
Elbert de la Cruz is the Director of Nursing and Operations Manager for Patients 
Emergency Room. He has been with the company since 2014, when the ER 
opened.

Elbert graduated from nursing school in 1993, and started his career in the 
Neurology Intensive Care Unit at Ben Taub Hospital in Houston.
 
Elbert is married to Pam, and has three children. They are a medical family, his wife 
and oldest daughter are also registered nurses.
 
Elbert loves working for Patients ER because the owners are local people who 
genuinely care about their employees.  “I enjoy working at Patients ER because 
they are a privately-owned facility, and the owners treat their staff like royalty, ” 
said de la Cruz.
 
When not at work, you may fi nd Elbert at an event getting the crowd pumped up. 
He also owns a small business as an entertainment DJ!

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521



Dr. Rene Garza was born and raised in Fresno, California. He worked for 
United Parcel Service, while attending California State University Fresno, 
where he earned a degree in Biology with minors in Chemistry and Spanish. 
He studied medicine at Ohio University, and completed an Emergency 
Medicine Residency at St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center in Toledo, Ohio.
 
Dr. Garza then moved to Texas in 2004, and has worked for a variety of 
emergency centers in Central and East Texas. He loves working at Patients 
Emergency Room because he loves how connected the facility is to the 
community. Dr. Garza was also named Best Doctor in the Baytown Sun’s 
Readers’ Choice awards.
 
When not treating patients, Dr. Garza has participated in many volunteer 
medical missions in the Dominican Republic, Mexico and the United States. 
He has been married 27 years, and has a daughter and a son. He enjoys 
running, fi shing, spending time with his wife, and traveling with the family.  

stic Staff  . . .
Rene Garza, M.D.Garza

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521



Located at the feeder road of
I-10 & 146

Fast, expert care for emergencies big and small. We’re here 24/7.
PH: (281) 576-0555 | 10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

Thank you, Baytown, 
for voting us #1 Hometown ER AGAIN!

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Thank you Bayttownn



David Berkowitz has been in the 
communications field for 40 years, including 
stops at The Baytown Sun and The University 
of  Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center. 
Follow his work with The Baytown Project 
on Facebook and Instagram.

“My first grade teacher would be reading to the class, 
and I would get up and start running around in circles 
and doing stuff. Then she would ask me, ‘What did I 
just say? Were you even listening?’ I could repeat back 
to her what she said. That’s when she knew something 
was go-ing on. 

“When I was sitting still, I wasn’t paying attention. 
When I was this big ball of  energy, my brain seemed 
to be in the right space. So she talked about it with my 
parents. They had played around with, ‘Is she autistic? 
Is she bipolar?’ But they finally determined it was 
ADD (attention deficit disorder). 

“I’ve been on different medications, but I don’t like 
how they affect my body and make me feel. So right 
now, I’m trying to avoid those and treating it as best 
I can therapeutically. I do things like play with stress 
balls and use my art to help recenter and refocus 
myself  when I’m feeling distracted. 

“It’s a challenge every day. But instead of  fighting 
it, I’m trying to embrace it. I think, well, my brain 
doesn’t work the same as others. So how can I 
use my differentness to my advantage and to the 
advantage of  the people around me? How can me 
being different benefit me and society?”

Elizabeth Andreno attends Lee College, where she is studying 

computer science.
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Roxann Ramirez co-owns Fresh to Death Gentleman’s Grooming Club with Katy Vojacek.

“I was an uh-oh baby. My parents were very young, 17. So my grandpa told my dad, ‘You’re not taking my girls until you get 
an education.’ My mom and I lived with my grandparents for a few years. When my dad finished school and became a welder, 
they got married and we all moved in together. 

“About a year later on a Friday night, my dad finished work and went out with some friends. In the middle of  the night, they 
called us to say that he was in a really bad wreck. We went to Hermann Hospital, where we learned that he had broken his 
neck. My dad is paralyzed from the chest down.

“With my mom juggling nursing school, work, a 5-year-old and a paralyzed husband, she had her hands full. She ended up 
quitting school and going to work in a doctor’s office. Before I knew it, it seemed like I was 5 going on 15. I had to grow up 
quickly. I started cleaning and washing, and helping make sure that my dad was good.

“Eventually, he went back to school to learn how to do tech stuff, like repairing computers. And I was my dad’s hands. He 
would tell me what to do, and I would do it. I just followed his direc-tions and put the computers together. He also used to 
have me tear apart his wheelchairs and put them back together. He wanted them clean.

“My dad still has doctor’s appointments. But he’s doing well. We thank God that he’s alive, still kicking and going strong. It 
just shows that you never know what life may bring. You need to be thankful for every day.”
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Vincent Grant is a personal trainer, leadership coach, motivational speaker and bodybuilder. 

“My daughter is in fourth grade. My son is in sixth grade. And I’m that dad who gives them a message in the morning before 
they go off  to school. The main thing that I kind of  beat into their heads is, ‘Your purpose is to change the world, just a little bit, 
in a positive way.’ 

“There is so much negativity out there. We see it on the news. We see it on social media. We’re fed it every single day. That’s why 
I’m so inspired when I see someone go against the grain to help people make better choices and to get past the barriers we have 
to break. 

“Recently, I’ve spoken at a few schools because I know that our youth can be strongly influ-enced one way or the other. Right 
now, their minds are like sponges. So one of  the things I tell them is that whatever they believe is impossible, it’s really not. It’s 
about reaching your poten-tial and having confidence in yourself, more than anyone else. 

“As cliche as it sounds, the first step is to believe in yourself. Whatever circumstances you may come across, you have to know 
it’s just for that moment. 

“Getting caught up in that fear, it blurs our vision to the point that we don’t want to experience it again. We’re afraid to 
experience failure. But if  you want to be successful, you have to be willing to accept failure. You have to allow yourself  to fall, but 
then get back up again and keep marching forward. 

“It takes patience sometimes. But in the end, we all are capable of  achieving our goals, of  be-coming who we truly want to be.”
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A local nurse and Robert E. Lee High School graduate is 
helping nine high school students a chance at the perfect prom, 
with the help of  family, friends and local businesses.

Sarah Engelhaupt’s prom benefit assists students who 
otherwise might not be able to afford going to prom, providing 
necessities like clothes, hair and makeup, manicures and 
pedicures to students from Lee and Sterling high schools.

“These students are truly deserving,” Engelhaupt said. “In the 
midst of  their obstacles, they have been very resilient.”

In order to be chosen, Lee and Sterling students submitted 
500-word nomination essays, describing why they needed the 
assistance. 

The benefit is an ode to Engelhaupt’s father, who passed away 

in November, and who dedicated much of  his life to giving back 
to his community, whether it be in Baytown or in the Caribbean, 
where her family is from. 

As a nurse, Engelhaupt dedicates her life to helping people. 
With the benefit, she could help even more, she said. 

“The elderly, the kids, back to school, whatever they needed 
done, he would sponsor,” she said. “I already serve others at 
work, now I can do it in the community.”

Englehaupt moved to the United States when she was 12 
years old, her parents leaving behind their businesses to relocate 
she and her siblings to an area where they could achieve more 
educational opportunities.

Graduating from Lee High School in 1995, Englehaupt felt 

By Paul DeBenedetto
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From left: Mary C. Land, Elizabeth Wilson, Yashica Thomas, Niki Mayes, Sarah Engelhaupt, Joan Marcion, Laurenee Jones, 
Marlene Foy, Tori Colbert, Mirakle Brunson, and Jasmine Morgan.



Makeup artist, Yashica Thomas does makeup for Robert E. 
Lee senior, Laurenee Jones Friday before prom.

From left: Yashica Thomas, Sarah Engelhaupt, and Marlene 
Foy.

Supporting The Baytown
Youth Fair since 2008.

Jennifer A Marcontell, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

700 Rollingbrook Suite A
Baytown, TX 77521
281-420-3100
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Back row left to right: Todd Patton, Abby McManus, 
Gayle Woodall, Corey Cunningham, Ryan Heard

Middle left to right: Debbie Bergeron and Sue Franta
Front row left to right: Tenna Howard, 

Jennifer Marcontell, Gina Burkhart

Happy Mother’s 
Day
from The Edward Jones offi ce of
Jennifer Marcontell, CFP®, AAMS®

that she wanted to give back to her alma mater, and the Baytown 
community at large. So working with the principals at Lee and 
Sterling, she narrowed down her pick of  students.

Initially, Englehaupt said she’d expected to help five students. 
But through the help of  family, friends, and businesses, she was 
able to expand to nine.

That includes $2,000 in donations, as well as discounted 
makeup and hair care, from places like the All Eyes on Me Salon 
in Baytown.

In all, the benefit will end up totaling more than $3,000, 
Englehaupt said.

“I feel very honored to make a difference for these students and 
parents, but without the many people who assisted this wouldn't 
be possible,” she said. 

She added, “As my parents made a difference for us and others, 
I feel very blessed and want to do the same.”

Photos by Preslie Cox



10 Things You Didn't Know About 
Missy Malechek

1. The barn is still my 
favorite place to be.  
I would rather clean 
stalls than do just 
about anything inside 
the house.

2. I was Salutatorian 
of my Barbers Hill 
High School class 
and have a degree 
in Agricultural 
Economics from 
Texas A&M 
University.

3. 75% of the clothing 
in my closet is royal 
blue; it is my favorite 
color.

4. Love playing 
Canasta with my 
sister, my mom and 
my aunts – we are all 
very competitive.

5. Our children were 
the fourth generation 
of our family to attend 
school in Barbers Hill.  
The Porter family 
settled in the Old 
River/Barbers Hill 
area in the late 1800’s.

6. My sister and I grew up 
showing horses all over the 

state of Texas, including the 
Houston Livestock Show and 
Rodeo, the State Fair of Texas 

and many more.

7. I have been married to my 
Aggie Sweetheart, Lyle, (a.k.a. 

the Phantom) for nearly 37 
years. Many people know he 

exists, they just have never 
actually seen him.

8. All three of our children 
graduated from UT.  Chase 

and Macy from the University 
of Texas at Austin, and Kaly 

from Tulane University in New 
Orleans.

9. I genuinely love my "day 
job" at the West Chambers 

County Chamber of 
Commerce because of the 

opportunity to meet and learn 
from so many interesting and 

influential people.

10. Spent the 1976 football 
season cheering the Barbers 

Hill Eagles to the State 
Championship in football, and 

as Co-Head Cheerleader for 
the Houston Oilers.

President of West Chambers County Chamber of Commerce
30Greater Baytown May 2018



Home Decor | Furniture | Candles | Pillows | Boutique Items

(281) 573-3339 | Mon-Fri:  9:30am-5:30pm Sat: 10am - 3pm | 7532 FM 3180



Jennifer Henry 
REALTOR®

10525 Eagle Drive, Suite 1
Mont Belvieu, Texas 77523

Cell: (281) 543-9015 
Office: (281) 576-6000

soldbyJHenry@gmail.com
www.soldbyJHenry.om

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

BUYING OR SELLING? 
I CAN HELP YOU!!!

Karla Opryshek
Broker/Associate 

CRS, ABR, MRP, ASR, NHS, MCNE
281-433-2281

4500 North Main
kopryshek@cbunited.com

REAL ESTATE AGENT
Karla Opryshek 2017 - 2018

FIVE STAR

Holly Jackson
Broker/Owner

(281) 615-8410
HollyJackson@remax.net

281-576-6000
10525 Eagle Dr. Suite 1
 Mont Belvieu | 77523

281-839-3939
6316 Sjolander Road • Baytown www.batesbrinkleyrealty.com
BATES-BRINKLEY REALTY

Sherril Bates

281-381-5696

Broker/Owner

sbatesrealtor@aol.com

Residential and Commercial 
Specialist 

281-839-3939
6316 Sjolander Road • Baytown www.batesbrinkleyrealty.com
BATES-BRINKLEY REALTY

Cassandra 
Davenport

(281) 639-0763
REALTOR®

sandydaven@verizon.net

TERRY RIVON
Realtor

605 Massey Tompkins Rd., 
Suite A, Baytown, TX 77521

Mobile: 713-301-4582
Fax: 713-422-2341

email: terryrivon@aol.com281-839-3939
6316 Sjolander Road • Baytown www.batesbrinkleyrealty.com
BATES-BRINKLEY REALTY

Melanie
Wingate

(281) 380-2295
REALTOR®

melanie@batesbrinkleyrealty.com

Hannah Keeler Vaughan 

281-450-3583
HannahV@remax.netVV@@@rrrrereree x. eahV@@@@@@rererereererereemamammmmmm x.ne

Hannah KeeHannah Kee

HaHann

281-576-6000
10525 Eagle Dr. Suite 1
 Mont Belvieu | 77523

Broker Associate

1000 Massey Tompkins
Baytown, TX 77521
281-300-6824 cell

Roxie@krishermckay.com
krishermckay.com

Krisher-Mckay Inc. 
REALTORS

ROXIE KRISHER 
HIPPARD

Certifi ed Residential Specialist
linda@krishermckay.com
www.krishermckay.com

281-451-1198
281-837-8373

1000 Massey Tompkins Rd
Baytown, TX 77521

Linda Krisher 
Broker/Owner

KRISHER 
McKAY 
Inc. REALTORS

KRISHER-MCKAY INC. REALTORS



By Gosh: A unique fundraiser for GC teachers

Gosh volunteers: Goose Creek CISD Education Foundation members as well as other volunteers take a break from their 
duties at the Foundation’s recent Gosh Tournament.

The course was in good shape and the fish were biting at the 
Goose Creek CISD Education Foundation’s recent inaugural 
Gosh Tournament, presented by Hotchkiss Disposal at 
Kingwood Country Club. Gosh, a combination of  fishing and 
playing golf  consisted of  three team members playing golf  
and one fishing on the 15 fishable holes along the course. Fish 
caught on a hole were subtracted from the golf  score for a Gosh 
score.

Hotchkiss Disposal served as the Diamond sponsor, with 
Patients ER and Rotary Club of  Baytown as Platinum sponsors. 
Community Toyota*Honda*Kia, R & D Farms and H & H 
Tractor and Lawn Supply were Gold sponsors. Silver sponsors 
were Chevron Phillips Chemical Co., LP; Gulf  Coast Educators 
Federal Credit Union; Key Truck Sales, Inc.; McGriff, Seibels 
& Williams; BDI Resources; Pfluger Architects; Awards and 
Engraving; Community Bank of  Texas and ExxonMobil. 
Community Resource Credit Union sponsored the beverage cart, 
and Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital sponsored the golf  
carts. Twenty-one tee box sponsors contributed, and Chick-fil-A 
served cookies as a tent sponsor. The fundraising efforts totaled 
more than $44,000 for the Education Foundation.

Twenty-four teams participated, and volunteers from the 
Education Foundation as well as the school district and 
community set up silent auction items, registered the teams, 
shuttled fishermen to the ponds, monitored the holes and 
measured the fish, making sure no one got credit for “the one 

that got away.” Lunch was served before the event and snacks 
were provided before the awards ceremony.

First place for their Gosh score as well as first for their 
golf  score was awarded to Tim McKensie, Jarrod Brooks, 
Eddie Bonilla and Kevin Keltz from Gulf  Coast Educators 
Federal Credit Union. Second place for Gosh went to 
Community*Toyota*KIA’s team of  Stuart Lloyd, John Sparks 
and Jim Wadzinski. Second place for golf  went to the team of  
Brandon Sweeney, Rick Winship, Tim Mock and Justin Graves.

Third place for both Gosh and golf  went to Patients ER 
Team #1, comprised of  Adam Carroll, Gilbert Mena, Stephen 
Owens and Adam Shibley. Biggest Fish was awarded to Jerry 
Vige from Patients ER Team #2, and the Most Fish award went 
to Community Toyota*Honda*KIA’s team of  Lloyd, Sparks 
and Wadzinski. Stuart Spears won Longest Drive and Keltz was 
Closest to the Pin. Winners received plaques donated by Awards 
and Engraving, and first place winners received fishing poles, 
donated by Ryan Foster.

“Special thanks to all our sponsors, golfers and volunteers. 
We could not have done it without you. With your support, I 
hope to make this an annual event that will bring the community 
together and raise funds for the Goose Creek CISD Education 
Foundation so that we are able to give back to the teachers and 
students of  Goose Creek CISD. Your participation means so 
much,” said Erika Foster, Education Foundation director.

By Susan Passmore
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1. R.D. Burnside 2. Brandon Sweeney, Rick Winship, Erika Foster, Tim Mock and Justin Graves 3. Erika Foster (left), Stephen 
Owens, Adam Carroll, Gilbert Mena, and Adam Shibley 4. Susan Hotchkiss 5. F Tim McKensie, Jarrod Brooks, Erika Foster, 
and Eddie Bonilla 6. Ronnie Hotchkiss from Hotchkiss Disposal 7. Eddie Bonilla from Gulf Coast Educators Federal Credit 
Union 8. Jim Wadzinski (left), Erika Foster, and Steve Daniele 9. Golfers (from left) Edward Villanueva, Goose Creek CISD 
superintendent Randal O’Brien, and Raul Moreno 10. Stuart Spears and Erika Foster

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
7.

8.

9.

10.

Photos courtesy of Susan Passmore



Johnnie Craig poses outside his food trailer, Texas Mudbugs and 
Bones, located at the corner of East Cedar Bayou Lynchburg and 
Sjolander Road in Baytown. Craig dishes up boiled crawfish, 
shrimp, crab legs, and sausage, as well as barbecue rips on 
weekends.

Photo by Preslie Cox

One Baytown business entrepreneur is tantalizing 
local taste buds with a flavorful venture.

Johnnie Craig is serving up Cajun and Creole cuisine 
at Texas Mudbugs and Bones food trailer on the corner 
of  East Cedar Bayou Lynchburg and Sjolander Road 
in Baytown. The trailer is open Wednesday through 
Sunday from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. and features boiled 
crawfish, shrimp, crab legs, boudain, potatoes and corn 
as well as barbecue ribs on the weekend. 

Craig said opening a food joint is something he 
always wanted to do. A Baytown native, he graduated 
from Ross S. Sterling High School and after leaving to 
serve in the U.S. Army, he returned to Baytown.

“I’m a homeboy,” he said. 
 As the weather warms up, Craig said he expects 

more people will come out. 
Customers can order meals to go or dine at the picnic 

tables outside. Texas Mudbugs and Bones is BYOB.  
Parking is available adjacent to the trailer.

For more information, please call (832) 794-3306 
or visit 5011 Sjolander Road at the Cedar Bayou 
Lynchburg intersection. 

Let the good
times boil

Winston Gardner
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Robert E. Lee and Ross S. Sterling
Class of 1968 Reunion

1. Ina Davis Lewis and Karen Harvey Henderson  2. Sterling Attendees 3. Jill Allen Cohn and Vicki Power Ward 4. Reunion 
Banner 5. From left: Karen Wheeler Lee, Charlie Watts, Frances Moore, and Julia Rice Barnard 6. From left: Jack Besperka, 
Gary Kappler, and Will Mundinger 7. Teacher Lynette Bishop Relyea and Mike Massey 8. Anna Beth Herrington and Coach 
Gary Herrington
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9. From left: Sid Thomas, Nita Lee McBunch, Judi Pratt Jacquin, and Bill 
Pohler  10. Brigadiers - Back (L-R): Leslie Lammers Tumlinson, Jill Allen Cohn, 
Karen Wheeler Lee, Ina Davis Lewis, Annette Maroney Johnson, Linda Stovall 
Jarnagin, and Nita Lee McBunch. Front (L-R): Susan Busch Higgins, Kathy 
Anderson Nelson, Jane Gillette Riggs, and Janet Font Carey 11. From left: 
Sharon Warford Harper, Judi Pratt Jacquin, and Ronald Harper 12. Table 
decorations 13. From left: Rene French, Charlie Watts, Corlis Sonnenberg, Ed 
Shipley, and Tom Richmond 14. Lee and Sterling athletes 15. REL Choir - Back 
(L-R): Jill Allen Cohn, Laura Warren Rhoden, Deborah Myers Humlicek, and 
Danny Whatley. Front (L-R): Jimmy Sheats, Delene Rogers Cotten and Randall 
Sanders 16. From left: Donna Jean Shannon, Judi Pratt Jacquin, Karen Harvey 
Henderson, Terry Henderson, Mary Sue Hester, and Laura Warren Rhoden
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Photos courtesy of Karen Clark 
Lewis
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1. Participants in the six-10 year cancer survivor category 2. James and Karen 
Coffey 3. Participants in the six-10 year cancer survivor category 4. From left to 
right: Dajasha Davis, Lauryn Tolliver, and Chloe Simmons 5. Luminarias honoring 
cancer patients and cancer survivors at the 2018 Bay Area Relay for Life 6. Goose 
Creek Memorial High School cheerleaders 7. Madison Hoover (left) and Kaitlyn 
Mica 8. Participants in the 16-20 year cancer survivor category

1.

2.

3.

4. 5.

6.

7.

8.

RELAY FOR LIFE 
of Bay Area

April 6, 2018 • Royal Purple Raceway
More than 2,000 people joined the Bay Area Relay for Life at Royal Purple Raceway on April 6. 

The American Cancer Society fundraiser brought in over $80,000 that night, pushing the year’s total 
past $420,000 and surpassing the goal of  $350,000. Fundraising continues through Aug. 31 at http://
RelayForLife.org/bayareatx.
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10. Participants in the one-five year cancer survivor category 11. Maria Chavez 
(left) and Wendy Madrid 12. Sue and Paul Flower 13. Michelle Dobbs (left) and 
Theresa McGee 14. Yolanda Salazar (left), Leticia Salazar, Eliana Salazar, and 
Michael Weston 15. Luminarias honoring cancer patients and cancer survivors 
16. 2018 Bay Area Relay for Life participants stand for the National Anthem in 
the opening ceremonies. 17. Participants in the less than one year cancer survivor 
category 18. Makayla Shephens and Dylan Garcia with Team Dylan 19. Aubrey 
Garza gets her face painted by Suzie Garbs 20. Pastor of Faith Presbyterian Church 
Baytown, Jim Gill
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The Yellow Rose Gala
presented by The Baytown Pilot Club  •  April 11 at Sylvan Beach Pavilion

1. Pilot Club of Baytown President Susan Passmore, Judy Wheat, Nancy Mann, and Betty 
McGilvray 2. Lee College Regent Susan Moore-Fontenot and Karen Motley of BP Chemicals Inc. 3. Lee College 

Regent Gilbert Santana, Keynote Speaker Henry Bernshausen, Shanna Bernshausen, and Terry Presley 4. Susan 
Moore Fontenot - Pilot 5. Gay Riggs (left) and Margie Bearden 6. Jesse Garza and his daughter, Arecely Martin 7. 
Keynote Speaker Henry Bernshausen 8. From left: Jesse Garza, his daughter Arecely Martin, Dr. Esther Dubrovsky, Dr. 
Mary Gozwitz, Julie DeTorre, Philliip DeTorre, and Baytown Sun Publisher Carol Skewes
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photos by Carol Skewes

The Pilot Club of  Baytown’s Yellow Rose Gala was held April 10 at the Sylvan Beach Pavilion in La Porte. Master of  Ceremonies 
was Baytown Mayor Stephen DonCarlos. The gala guest speaker was Baytown native Henry Bernshausen, a, business leader, teacher 
and pastor.
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photos courtesy of 
Linda Gilmore

hollywood on the hill
Lights, Camera, Auction

presented by The West Chambers County Pilot Club  •  April 7 at Barbers Hill High School

1. Baytown Noon Pilot Club members Carolyn Parrish (left) and Judy Wheat 2. West Chambers County Pilot Club members
3. George and Tammy Jones 4. Sheila Amiot (left), Elenore Jones and West Chambers County Pilot member Jan Jones
5. Laurie Terry (left), Pilot member Linda Polk, and David Bernard 6. Chambers County Commissioner Rusty Senac, Chambers 
County Judge Jimmy Sylvia, Pilot Judy Barrow and Beach City Mayor Billy Combs 7. West Chambers County Pilot Club 
member Linda Polk and Mayes Middleton 8. West Chambers County Pilot Club Recording Secretary Wynona Montgomery and 
Corresponding Secretary Deana Fojt 9. Chambers County Sheriff Brian Hawthorne and West Chambers County Pilot Club 
Past-President Pam Sapp 10. West Chambers County Pilot Club President Tonya Keller and her husband John Keller

West Chambers County Pilot Club received a Diamond sponsorship from David Bernard, Houston Methodist San 
Jacinto Hospital Chief  Executive Officer and Mrs. Laurie Terry, Administrative Director of  Operations for Houston 
Methodist San Jacinto Hospital for this year’s annual fundraiser. The “Hollywood on the Hill, Lights, Camera, Auction” 
Gala, was held April 7, 2018 at Barbers Hill High School on Eagle Drive in Mont Belvieu, Texas.
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Baytown Chamber of Commerce

Jennifer Walsh, Stephanie Pizzoferrato, 
Dr. Randal O’Brien, Monica O’Brien, 
Dr. Darlene Brown, and Dr. Dennis 
Brown

photos by Preslie Cox

73rd Annual Chairman’s Gala • April 5 at Sylvan Beach Pavilion
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Barbara Graves Brown, Keynote Speaker Dennis S. Brown, Mildred Gray, Rev. 
Sherman Gray Jr., and Jenny Lenad

Frank and 
LaNelle McKay

Jerry Couch, Brent M. Harrison, 
Breanna K. Thomas, Don Murray, and 
Patricia J. Murray

Baytown Mayor Stephen DonCarlos 
and Ambassador of the Year, Karla 
Opryshek

Leslie and Sharon 
Jenkins

Sheila Crawford and 
Lauren Hefferman

Tracey Wheeler, Rikki Wheeler, Tina 
Martinez, and Jasmine Cornall

Baytown Mayor Stephen DonCarlos, 
Tracey Wheeler, Billy Combs, and Rikki 
Wheeler

Patti O’Neill and 
Melissa Reabold

The Baytown Chamber of  Commerce held its 73rd annual Chairman’s Gala 5 at the Sylvan Beach Pavilion in La Porte. Baytown 
Mayor Stephen DonCarlos served as emcee. Highlights included Karla Opryshek named Ambassador of  the Year, chamber 
chairman Roger Elswick accepting second term and President Tracey Wheeler said the chamber would finish up the year with a 
profit, thanks to the support of  the more than 850 business members.
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www.baytown.org/piratesbay

OPENING MAY 5TH WEEKENDS ONLY




