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This month in Greater Baytown, we feature the Anahuac National 
Wildlife Refuge, a treasure in the Gulf  Coast region. In Christopher James’ 
article, you will learn that “the Anahuac refuge was one of  the first wildlife 
refuges to open back up after the storm.”

Believe it or not, there are hundreds of  families still not back in their 
homes following the devastation of  Hurricane Harvey’s flooding. United 
Way’s Baytown Area Chambers County Disaster Recovery is leading 
volunteer efforts to help the elderly and disabled who need assistance with 
repairs. FEMA estimates complete recovery from Harvey in our region 
may take 10-14 years. We all need to help our neighbors still in need.

Entrepreneurship is featured with a story on Dream Images by Rafael 
Cantu and another story on Baytown native emerging female artist, Lakita 
Costner.

Read about the lost art of  harvesting Blue Ribbon sugar cane, in the story of  Lonnie 
Fisher.

Justa Lanie Garrett details finding treasures by shopping resale from your local classified 
ads.

David Berkowitz returns with The Baytown Project, “shining a light on Baytown one 
person at a time.”

Lynetta Parsons reminds us how to get our gardens growing again this spring after the ice.
And, last, but not least, you will find lots of  fun photos in the picture pages including the 

Budweiser Clydesdales at Wismer Distributing’s new location in Mont Belvieu.
We hope you enjoy the March Greater Baytown magazine.
If  you have story 

ideas or would like 
to advertise your 
business, call 281-422-
8302 or email carol.
skewes@baytownsun.
com or david.bloom@
baytownsun.com.

Greater Baytown 
magazine publishes 
once every month. 
Archived issues can 
be found online at 
our newly redesigned 
website: www.
baytownsun.com.

The Petrochemical 
industry will be featured 
in the April Greater 
Baytown issue.
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JAIL BREAK RUN
February 24, 2018

More than 1,300 participated in the annual Jail Break Run, the largest field of  runners in the race’s 8-year history. Sponsored 
annually by the police charity Project Blue, Jail Break is a half-marathon and 5K that starts at Lee College and takes runners to 
the top of  the Fred Hartman Bridge. Ruck 293 participants carried a 50# backpack on the trek.

505-Krystal Martinez, Baytown

504-Sonia Frisby, Baytown

Robie Rice, 
League City

Angie Infante, Pearland

From left are Macla and Erik Aguilar, 
Chase Langston and Lt. Gene Fox.

Ruck 293 participants

Ruck 293 
participants

Ruck 293 participants

375-Angela Spurlock, Baytown

228-Elizabeth Lutz, Baytown
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A piece of  Anahuac’s 
history is living creatures 
By Christopher James
christopher.james@baytownsun.com

Just 40 miles east of  Baytown lies a 
hidden gem of  Texas (wild)life. When 
you make the trek to the marsh lands 
of  Anahuac, you will hear the hustle 
and bustle of  nature; from the intimate 
sound of  songbirds, to the splashing 
sound of  an alligator going for a swim, 
to the soft, almost nonexistent, steps of  
a bobcat stalking its prey. 

It’s at this 37,000-acre Anahuac 
National Wildlife Refuge that these 
magical sights and sounds can be 
experienced. 

But knowing nature and its inhabitants 
is key to experiencing the abundance of  
wildlife that the refuge has to offer.     

Wildlife Refuge Manager Kristin Fritz-
Grammond, who has served Anahuac 
for the last three years, will be the first 
to say anytime is a good time to visit 
the refuge, but admits that sunrise and 
sunset are the ideal times. 

If  you’re looking to spot a bobcat — 
yes, bobcats call Anahuac home — dusk 
and dawn are your best chances. 

“It’s pretty incredible the animals 
that call Anahuac home,” said Fritz-
Grammond, who has worked for the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for 10 
years. “We have alligators, we have 
bobcats, we have monarchs, mottled 
ducks, shorebirds, hawks and a plethora 
of  animals here. And for bobcats, this 
is their native range. This is where they 
reside and they do very well. They 
have a lot of  good food like nutria, 
waterfowl, duck eggs and they just have 

where they can thrive.” 
“Not at every corner are you going to 

see a bobcat. It’s pretty special when you 
get to see something like that but they 
are here,” she added.   

But this time of  the year, from now 
until about the end of  May and into 
June, visitors will have the opportunity 
to see something unique in the number 
and variety of  songbirds there are, 
as thousands of  birds take wing to 
Anahuac and Galveston each spring 
during an arduous northward migration 
across the Gulf  from Central America 
and South America. 

“So you’re going to start seeing all 
those tropical birds come over from the 
gulf, which is crazy because these small 
little songbirds travel 500 - 600 miles 
across the gulf  to get here. And we’re 
the first thing on the Gulf  Coast that 
they see,” said Frtiz-Grammond. “So 
they call it the fall out, where these birds 

are exhausted and they’re literally falling 
out of  the sky for nourishment and 
a place to rest. And that’s one of  the 
critical reasons why we need to be here.” 

But a unique inhabitant of  Anahuac 
National Wildlife Refuge are Rail birds, 
as six different species can be found 
at the refuge, which is truly a rare 
circumstance.  

“In no other place can you find the 
six Rail species,” said Fritz-Grammond. 
“We have the Yellow, the Virginia, the 
Clapper, the King, the Sora and the 
Black Rail. These species of  rail are 
super hard to see, super hard to find 
and we have the habitat that makes their 
home.” 

The smallest, and most secretive, of  
Rail is the Black Rail, which is typically 
about 10 – 15 centimeters long, has 
about a 9 – 11 inch wingspan and 
weighs about 1 ounce. 

“There’s little known about this rail 
species but we’re doing our best to 
figure that out, figure out their needs, 
and it’s pretty incredible that we have 
them here,” said Fritz-Grammond. 

Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge 
even has a Rail Walk that they do every 
year, this year being April 21, which 
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coincides with Galveston’s FeatherFest — a 6-day event of  
excellent birding and nature photography workshops and 
adventurous field trips, topped with evening social events. For 
more information visit www.FeatherFest.com. 

“What we do is walk through the marsh with the hope of  
seeing these Rail species,” said Fritz-Grammond. “So it’s a 
really good opportunity for wildlife lovers to come out and 
check out these awesome Rail species that are really hard to 
find anywhere else.” 

Although Spring time is when thousands of  birds migrate 
north, Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge has a list of  about 
281 different species that wither live or visit the refuge 
throughout the year. 

One such species is the Mottled duck, which is a non-
migratory resident of  the southeastern U.S. and northeastern 
Mexico. 

“We are a really critical habitat to a certain species that really 
need us for their unique characteristics that they have for their 
life,” said Fritz-Grammond. 

The Mottled duck is an indicator species for coastal marsh 
and wetland health, but scientists suspect habitat loss and 
saltwater intrusion, both a result of  coastal development, may 
be forcing the ducks out of  their wetland habitats.  

“A lot of  our focus now biology-wise is focused on 
figuring out hydrology and what their habitat needs are,” said 
Fritz-Grammond. “But we’re still learning and need more 
information before we can definitively get a handle on the 
population of  Mottled ducks in the Gulf  Coast region.”  

In order to study animals like the Mottled duck, the 
Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge employs biologists, 
scientists, fire crew, law enforcement, a maintenance crew and 
education and outreach specialists to maintain habitats while 
also educating the public. 

“It takes a village to keep this place up and running, and just 
running smoothly with quality habitat,” said Fritz-Grammond. 

The refuge uses biologists to run surveys; a fire crew to 
implement prescribed burning, which is critical for the marsh 
and the prairie species; law enforcement to enforce rules 
and regulations; and a maintenance crew that goes out and 
works the land and manipulates the ground in order to set 
the table for wildlife species to use. Fritz-Gammond said they 
set a buffet of  sorts that wildlife use as resources. She said 
crews will do things like water manipulation and moist soil 
management to set the buffet. 

In addition to staff, volunteers are an invaluable to the 
operation of  the visitor center and the refuge itself, as they 

are willing to do anything and everything to the betterment of  
Anahuac’s wildlife.        

The Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge has two visitor 
centers. One is located at 4017 FM 563 and the other is off  
of  FM 1985 at the entrance of  the wildlife refuge.  

The visitor center is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Wednesday 
through Sunday. But the refuge trails are open seven days 
a week from one hour before sunrise until one hour after 
sunset, free of  charge. 

The Anahuac Wildlife Refuge is in full support of  hunting, 
fishing, wildlife observation, photography, environmental 
education and interpretation.  

For more information visit www.fws.gov/refuge/
Anahuac/%20. 

When Hurricane Harvey swept through the area, no one 
was spared, especially the Anahuac Wildlife Refuge. 

With Harvey dropping nearly 52 inches of  rain, some of  
the habitats sustained damage that staff  is still working on. 
But surprisingly, the Anahuac refuge was one of  the first 



photos courtesy of Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge

wildlife refuges to open back up after the storm.
“It was during the early waterfowl hunt season and we were 

able to open certain sections of  the refuge,” said Wildlife 
Refuge Manager Kristin Fritz-Grammond. “But we were 
definitely affected. Like some of  our water control structures, 
which gives us the ability to regulate and control water for 
habitat, had cuts in them from all the high water and running 
water.” 

Fritz-Grammond also said roads and levees were affected 
that made it initially difficult to recover because they couldn’t 
get to certain parts of  the refuge. 

“We’ve been very busy battling and kind of  rehabbing areas 
where we can,” said Fritz-Grammond. “And hopefully with 
some of  our larger water control structures, we really need 
to look at what we can do to have a better lasting, long term 
goal.” 

“We need to focus on replacing,” she added. 
The refuge has hundreds of  water control structures 

scattered throughout the wildlife refuge, which gives staff  the 
ability to regulate water levels. 

“What’s really critical about our water control structures 

is we have this tidal influence from the Gulf,” said Fritz-
Grammond. “So if  we have the wrong water controlled 
structures open, or if  some of  them are broken, salt water 
from the Gulf  can get into the fresh water where we don’t 
want it. And it can really impact our fresh areas in a negative 
way.” 

For the animals, many ground animals had to move to 
higher ground while birds were able to simply fly away. 
But Frtiz-Grammond said they’ve monitored the wildlife 
population since Harvey and said they fared well. 

“We didn’t see any huge, catastrophic losses,” said Frtiz-
Gammond. “But again we’re just kind of  waiting to see the 
effects, sometimes we see the impact later on. So it’s critical to 
keep an eye on that, not just during, or shortly after, an event 
like that, but continue to monitor what’s going on months and 
even years after.” 

Inhabitants of the Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge
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This organization and its activities are not related to or sponsored by the GCCISD.

The Baytown Parks and Recrea on Department 
is expec ng nearly 40,000 Easter Eggs to be on site 
for 6 egg hun ng sessions star ng at 11:30am on 
Saturday, March 24th. Each session will be divided 
by age and have limited entries to ensure safety for 
all par cipants

Remember to bring your basket and camera!
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Remember to bring your basket and camera!
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Rafael Cantu, Sterling High School Spanish teacher, 
photographer, and owner of  Dream Images gives a glimpse 
into his photography and what goes into a high school 
senior session.

He has been in the senior business three years. 
However, he has taken photos since kindergarten. His 
mother, a painter, encouraged his photography and his 
father liked photography as well. Growing up he did 
photography just for fun and didn’t put much focus on 
the art until he began taking his students to Europe. It 
wasn’t until the birth of  his daughter, Katyana, that he 
wanted to pursue portrait photography. 

During Cantu’s first year of  working with seniors, 
he only had a couple of  senior sessions. But with the 
help of  word of  mouth and social media, the number 
of  sessions began to grow. He knew there was a lot to 
learn about the business, so he’s drawn inspiration from 
photographers including Pye Jirsa, Abul Shah, Francisco 
Hernandez, and Preslie Cox.

A lot of  time and planning goes into a single senior 
session. Rafael encourages his seniors to strongly 
consider location, as it dictates what is the biggest key: 
wardrobe. Other important factors include the time of  
day the session will be held. Cantu shoots before sunrise 
or sunset, also known as “Golden Hour”, and the most 
flattering time of  day to take photos. Once location, 
wardrobe, and time of  day have been decided, this is 
when senior girls begin planning their hair and makeup 
times, that way the session time doesn’t get shortened.

Cantu encourages his seniors to get plenty of  rest 
before their session. Some other advice includes 
practicing poses in front of  a mirror, share clothing 
options with the photographer, bring extra options for 
wardrobe, bringing Off  if  location(s) are mosquito-
ridden, bringing hairspray and makeup for touch-ups, and 
crediting the photography on social media platforms, as 
this is a great way to book more business and it is kind to 
praise the photographer for their hard work. He does not 
recommend family or friends of  seniors take photos of  
their own during his sessions, or seniors coming to their 
sessions if  they are ill. It will show in the pictures.

Something that makes Dream Images unique is his use 
of  off-camera flash for seniors at outdoor locations. 

This allows for a cinematic look and gives him the 
ability to be more creative. Cantu has invested time and 
money into education on using off-camera flash, and has 
learned his equipment inside and out. He feels he can 
take an ordinary space and senior and make them look 
extraordinary. “What makes a successful shoot is having 
that care, want, and desire, and if  you don’t have that, 
it’s just not going to work”, says Cantu. He also teaches 
both senior girls and boys how to pose to give them a 
flattering look. He is passionate about photography and 
strives to evolve his artistry. His sessions take place in 
the Greater Baytown/Houston area, and also shoots in 
Galveston. For more information on Rafael Cantu and 
Dream images, please visit dream-images.smugmug.com, 
facebook.com/DreamImages3443, or @Dream3443 on 
Instagram.

Making the ordinary extraordinary
A glimpse into high school senior portraits with Dream Images

By Preslie Cox
preslie.cox@baytownsun.com

photo by Preslie Cox photo by Rafael Cantu
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Dr. Warford and his highly trained 
staff, with a combined 75 years of 
experience, are skilled to take care 
of all of your vision needs. 

When you are looking for the 
best care possible for your eyes in 
Baytown, Dayton or Mont Belvieu, 
contact Texas State Optical Baytown. 

TSO
TEXAS STATE OPTICAL

TM

301 West Texas Avenue Baytown, TX
Book an appointment today! 

281-427-7374 • www.tsobaytown.com

L-R Lee Harris, Erica Isbel, Savannah Bonebrake, Brandon T. Moderhack O.D., 
Chris L. Warford O.D., Jonathan Machemehl, Stacie Morehouse, 

Crystal Gonzales and Andrew Willis

Dr. Chris Warford
Therapeutic Optometrist

Glaucoma Specialist
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Dr. Brandon Moderhack
Therapeutic Optometrist

Glaucoma Specialist

Dr. Brandddddononono ModMoMM erhackck

www.mdweightlosscenter.com

It’s time to get serious 
about your health.

A medically supervised weight loss 
program may be just what 

the doctor ordered!

No insurance? No Problem!
Special Financing Available for 

Patients Without Insurance
Dr. Nguyen is board 
certifi ed in obesity 

medicine and 
internal medicine.

www.mdskincareandlaser.com

Facials • Hydrafacials • Photofacials  • Chemical Peels 
Laser Hair Removal • Body Contouring •  BOTOX/Xeomin

Eyelash Extensions

Come in today for a FREE skin analysis!

All procedures and treatments are performed by a Board Certifi ed 
Physician and Certifi ed Laser Technician/Esthetician. Se habla Español.anandd Certifi ed LasLaseer Techni acian/En/Essthetician. Se bhabla la

281-201-8243

wwwwww.mdmdskskinincacarereanandldlasaserer c.comom

222888111 222000111 8882244333

www dmd kskiincareandlldlaser com
3711 Garth Rd. Suite 160 | Baytown, TX 77521

D N i b d

ItIt’s’s timee toto g tet seriious

MDWeight Loss
Skincare & Laser
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Baytown native by birth, Lakita Costner travels regularly 
to Philadelphia and the East coast to share her expressive 
artworks. Her prints are rendered primarily by hand 
and are known for capturing the engagement of  their 
audiences. From the seasoned, unique perspective of  artist 
Lakita Costner comes powerful, visceral, and rich artistic 
expression that will awaken an organic appreciation of  the 
arts within the perspective of  many. 

Art is life and your life is art. Art is as consistent and 
necessary as the air we breathe. Lakita aims to inspire the 
world to find their inner artist and stand out from the norm. 
She ignites the creative light that animates the soul. The 
collection evokes motivation among audiences to investigate 
further into the substance of  our creations. All art is 
inspired by a unique narrative that the entire community is 
asked to appreciate. 

Design development stems from a fascination with 
both fashion drawings and color. The subject matter of  
each body of  work is structured around a variety of  lines, 
referencing shapes, and feeling textures. These textures 
form patterns that resemble the complexity of  textiles. 
These elements lead us to question the visual language of  
the aesthetic of  chaos within the fragmentation of  our 
thought process. The medium of  choice creates a blueprint 
for us to express our inner workings of  intricate overlays 
and strong movements, resulting in a post-symbolic 
representation of  chaos but still pleasing to the viewer. 

Each piece is hand-crafted, including carvings and 
layering of  inks. One-of-a-kind prints are created with a 
playfully unique design process. Prints and artwork stem 
from various mediums including printmaking, charcoal, and 
experimental mixed media techniques.

Baytown native emerging female 
artist gains attention 
of  top art curators

Lakita Costner
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Lakita Costner has been selected by a curator of  Houston 
Museum of  African American Culture to participate in the 
exhibition in Houston, Texas. Lakita’s work together with 
the works of  seven other artists was chosen from a highly 
competitive lineup of  Houston artists. “Over There Some 
Place” a group tribute to the discourse of  the legendary 
creative artist Bert Long Jr. After researching his work and 
having the honor to help curate his last show at Houston 
Baptist University, I wanted to contribute to the show 
my fascination with the juxtaposition of  art elements and 
details. 

I was inspired by his harmony of  his perseverance of  
life. He just wanted to create and he didn’t fear rejection. 
His work demanded engagement and I achieved this by 
the layering and complexities of  lines. He was free and his 
artwork reflected that achievement. I personally was able to 
accomplish this reflection of  freedom by allowing myself  to 
be vulnerable through my artwork.

photos contributed by Lakita Costner

Renderings by Lakita Costner



RAISI N’ CANE
the lost  ar t  of

For the last nine years, Native Baytonian, Lonnie 
Fisher has been harvesting Blue Ribbon sugar cane 
and making syrup. He is one of  three people in a 100 
mile radius that still makes it every year.

Lonnie says the entire process of  making cane syrup 
takes approximately two full days, and takes place over 
several weekends during the fall. He begins on the first 
day by harvesting the cane field with machetes; the 
second day consists of  cleaning the produce, cooking 
it, then collecting the final product into jars. Fisher 
uses a Chattanooga 44 machine to process the sugar 
cane. It’s over 100 years old. He also uses a Baume 
Hydrometer, which tells him exactly when the syrup is 
ready to come off  of  the heat. Local friends will assist 
Mr. Fisher on weekends he is harvesting and making 
syrup. They call themselves the Old River Baptist 
Syrup Soppers Club.

During the process, wife of  56 years, Judy will bring 
the men hot buttermilk biscuits to sop up the syrup. 
Fisher says the syrup is too rich to go on waffles or 
pancakes, but pairs great with breakfast sausage and 
biscuits.

Aside from producing cane syrup, Judy says Lonnie 
spends his time raising a large garden of  okra, corn, 
squash, peas, and watermelon. In the fall he smokes 
sausage, does a little welding, cuts and splits wood, and 
enjoys keeping his yard in great shape. 

“What can I say, he just loves to be outdoors. He is 
very active for a 78 year old”, says Judy.

Lonnie also helps prepare the meal for the first 
Monday Men’s Fellowship at Old River Baptist 
Church. He and Judy reside in Old River on ten acres 
and sell their cane syrup and local honey to friends and 
neighbors in Mont Belvieu and Baytown.

By Preslie Cox
preslie.cox@baytownsun.com

photo by Preslie Cox

Lonnie Fisher
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photos courtesy of Judy Fisher

Sugar cane harvesting
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Function Gait and locomotion

Relaxation

Pain Management

Muscle Strength, power 
and endurance

Aerobic capacity/endurance conditioning

Balance, coordination and agility

Body mechanics and postural stabilization

Flexibility

Aquatic Physical Therapy is the evidence-based and skilled 
practice of physical therapy in an aquatic environment by reducing 

weight bearing forces on all joints of the body. Aquatic therapy 
is the preferred treatment for most osteoarthritis conditions. 

Aquatic Physical Therapy interventions are designed to improve or maintain:

Aquatic Physical Therapy

PH: 281-424-75573818 DECKER DR. • BAYTOWN, TEXAS 77520
www.PHYSIOSTAFF.com

The Preferred Provider of 
Orthopedic Physical
 Therapy Services 

since 1999

The
O

5445 I-10 East | Baytown, TX 77521
Sales: (281) 837-3820 | Service: (866) 747-4608

Let us help 
you with your 

automotive needs!

Karla Opryshek
Broker/Associate

CRS, ABR, MRP, ASR, NHS, MCNE

Buying or Selling?  I Can Help You!!!

Third  Genera� on REALTOR®

(281) 433-2281 |  4500 North Main | kopryshek@cbunited.com

eraThird

@ b i d@ b i d
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Each Offi  ce Independently 
Owned and Operated

Jennifer Henry 
REALTOR®

10525 Eagle Drive, Suite 1
Mont Belvieu, Texas 77523

Cell: (281) 543-9015
Offi  ce: (281) 576-6000

soldbyJHenry@gmail.com
www.soldbyJHenry.om
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A large number of  immigrants were leaving 
the United States in 1831 and moving west. They 
were escaping unpleasant circumstances. William 
B. Travis of  Alamo fame had been unsuccessful 
at most everything he’d attempted in Alabama. 
He left a failing newspaper business, unusual 
debt to start a law practice in Anahuac, a seaport 
in the Mexican province of  Tejas. He was 
jailed in Anahuac, for bringing slaves that were 
illegal in the Mexican territories. The Mexican 
authorities also imposed unfair taxes on river 
traffic that contributed to the beginning of  the 
Texas revolution against Mexico.

The Mexican government invited newcomers 
until they proved to be rebellious of  Mexican 
law. The Texians and Mexicans couldn’t seem 
to co-exist. After working to help build Fort 
Anahuac, the Mexican commander refused to 
pay them. Thus began many conflicts between 
them.

Anahuac never developed into the seaport 
the Mexican government hoped for. Instead 
Houston, just across the bay, became a center of  
world commerce. Fort Anahuac remains a few 
broken bricks.

William D. Darling, author of  Anahuac: A 
Texas Story, chooses the 1972 sleepy town of  
Anahuac as the setting for Jim Ward, a young, 
enthusiastic lawyer to begin his defense of  a 
charismatic radio preacher, Randall Clay. A 
horrible crime has been committed in Chambers 
County and Reverend Clay has been arrested.

Jim Ward and his rich wife, Cooper, live in the 
historic Ross S. Sterling home on Morgan’s Point. 
Cooper runs her father’s newspaper empire, 
including The Baytown Sun. Jim is ambitious 
to become less dependent on his father-in-law’s 
money and approval. He cannot even choose 
which candidate to support in the coming 
election without checking with Taylor Faircloth.

Cooper prefers a career, but her father’s 
greatest desire is a grandchild to carry on 
his legacy. Jim also wants children, but he is 
supportive of  his wife’s ambitions. 

Although he has formerly been a successful 
prosecutor in a large Houston firm, Jim starts 
a law office in Laborite with his best friends, 
Wells and Aurora who agree to leave New York 
City and join him in his fledgling practice. Jim 
has concerns about partnering with “a woman 
lawyer.”

Jim recognizes that he and Cooper have 
everything a young adult couple could want, but 
they want more. He hopes the shift in careers 
will cure his restlessness.

Anahuac Mystery

1972 aerial view of Anahuac

Fort Anahuac site

By William D. Darling
Author of  Anahuac: A Texas Story



Maurice Morrow, the Reverend Clay’s business 
manager, met Jim at his law office to hire him 
to represent the radio evangelist from Hope, 
Arkansas, in the upcoming murder trial. Morrow 
reminded Jim of  a Mafia accountant he once 
prosecuted. The victim, Sarita Jo Franklin had 
named Clay in her will. Now she was dead and 
the radio preacher seemed to be the only suspect 
that Sheriff  Staunton would even consider.  

Jim and Aurora go back and forth from 
LaPorte to Anahuac to interview and intervene 
for his client. Chinky, a high-powered newspaper 
reporter, makes Jim nervous since he had a 
relationship with her before his marriage. He 
walks a tight rope trying to get publicity for his 
new law practice and still not cause his wife to be 
suspicious.

When the preacher’s followers set up camp in 
the old Fort Anahuac site, the whole town fears 
dangerous confrontations. Jim walks a fine line 
between being glad they are there to support Rev. 
Clay and fear that they will taint the jury pool

This Texas story is so well written that it 
draws the reader in. The distinctive voices amuse 
and delight. All the characters, conflicted and 
complicated,  stand out as typical of  Texas in the 
early seventies. Jim Ward remembers his Texas 
history and often channels hero William B. Travis 
and his exploits at the Alamo.  Travis’ Victory or 
Death quote frequently comes to mind:

“I have answered the demand (of  Santa Anna) 
with a cannon shot, and our flag still waves 
proudly from the walls.  I shall never surrender 
or retreat. I am determined to sustain myself  as 
long as possible and die like a soldier who never 
forgets what is due to his own honor and that of  

his country.  Victory or Death.”
Reading the novel is like taking a road trip 

through the Harris County and Chambers 
County. We drive across the Ship Channel 
from LaPorte to Baytown. A car goes off  the 
Lynchburg Ferry. On the way south on Highway 
146, we cross Cedar Bayou. Even Smith Point is 
mentioned. 

Anahuac never became prominent like its 
founders wished, but it became well known 
as a ranching and fishing community. In 1989 
the local Chamber of  Commerce in Anahuac 
organized the first Gator Fest. It continues every 
year. Over 30,000 people attended in 2010. The 
area has 250 different species of  birds that attract 
birdwatchers.

Home of Jim Ward

Chambers County Courthouse
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It is impossible to think about Baytown football and not think about the 
quarterback tradition of  Baytown Lee. 

Under former head coach Dick Olin, five straight Gander quarterbacks went on 
to play at the NCAA D-1 level. And the sixth, Jeremy Moses, starred at Stephen F. 
Austin and won the Harlon Hill Trophy for the most outstanding offensive football 
player at the FCS level.

The run of  outstanding quarterbacks began with Jermaine Alfred, who is now 
passing on what he has learned at Lee, Baylor and in the Arena Football League to 
student-athletes at Clear Lake where he serves as the offensive coordinator. 

Alfred said he wants to win a state title at Clear Lake and would eventually like 
to coach at the college or NFL level. It would be quite a story for a young man 
that was a third string quarterback as a freshman, “I mostly played tight end and 
defensive end under coach Stroud,” Alfred said. “Coach Olin got the job going into 
my sophomore year and he saw my brother and I throwing the ball around and told 
me from then on out, I would be playing quarterback.”

As fate would have it, Alfred’s brother was the starter opening the season, but in 
Week 2 he couldn’t play because of  a suspension. In stepped the younger Alfred 
and the job was his for the remainder of  his high school career. 

One of  the biggest memories that stick out in his high school career was 
throwing for 505 yards in 2 and a half  quarters against Vidor. 

“That night, it felt like I couldn’t miss a pass and the receivers were catching 
everything,” Alfred said. “It was one of  those, ‘In the zone moments.’”

Alfred credited Olin with his chance to play quarterback and giving him the 
opportunity to change his circumstances.

“I became the first in my family to graduate from college which was a direct 
result of  receiving a full athletic scholarship to Baylor University,” Alfred said. 

The opportunity led to Alfred visiting places throughout the nation and dabbling 
in chemical sales. But he never really got football out of  his blood. In 2008, he 
came back home to coach at Lee. He spent a couple of  years at Lee and one at 
Highlands Junior High. Alfred took a hiatus from coaching and taught at North 
Shore for six years. He also focused on his training business Texas Quarterback 
Club. Two years ago, he got back into coaching and helped lead Clear Lake to the 
second round of  the playoffs the season. 

In the past 12 years, Alfred said he has helped a dozen or so quarterbacks take 
their games to the college level with coaching, mentoring and training. 

“I’m truly blessed to be able to make a living doing what I love,” he said.

By Michael Pineda
michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

Where are
Jermaine Alfred
REL Class of ‘95

Jermaine Alfred



Harvey victims blessed by 
assistance from afar

When Hurricane Harvey blew in, bringing with it a massive 
amount of  rainfall, many homes and lives were ruined. 

However, there were some with a heart for caring that 
came from afar to assist the needy and help get their lives 
back on track. 

Traci Dillard, United Way of  Greater Baytown Area and 
Chambers County Disaster Recovery Coordinator, said local 
and non-native folks pitched in to assist those whose homes 
were wrecked by Harvey’s floodwaters. 

“We have a long-term recovery group called Baytown Area 
and Chambers County Disaster Recovery,” Dillard said. “A 
multitude of  agencies and individuals and organizations are 
involved to be sure all pieces of  the puzzle are there.”

Also represented on the board for BACCDR are Harris 
and Chambers counties as well as city governments like 
Baytown. Also on board are the Houston Methodist San 
Jacinto Hospital, U.S. Rep. Brian Babin’s office, many faith-
based organizations, the Economic Development Council 
in Baytown, The Baytown Sun, West Chambers County 
Chambers of  Commerce, FEMA, American Red Cross, 
Salvation Army and an array of  community leaders. 

Members of  the Community Christian Fellowship on Oak 
Island also assisted. Along with them came the Mennonites, 
a group of  Christians that belong to the Anabaptist 
denominations church communities. They had participated in 
the rebuild after Ike.

The Mennonites that came are called the RVers. They 
consist of  retired couples that stem from places such as 
Canada, Indiana, Alabama and Pennsylvania. 

They all assisted rebuild the home of  John and Betty 
Stevens.

“They re-did the whole thing,” said John Stevens, who has 
lived in his home for 47 years. “It is a blessing from God. If  
it wasn’t for them, I don’t know what would have happened 
to us. Harvey got mad at us. But, it is good to know people 
help like this. We really appreciate all of  this.”

By Matt Hollis
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

1.

2.

3.

1. Fred and Millie Hershey 
2. Raymond Anders  
3. John and Betty Stevens
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4. Curtis Laird receives a 
house warming gift from Lina 
Evans-Davies. 5. Betty Stevens 
hugs a Bible that was a house 
warming gift from Lina Evans-
Davies. 6. Members of United 
Way of Greater Baytown 
Area, Chambers County, and 
Mennonite Disaster Service 
hold hands during a closing 
prayer led by Fred Hershey. 7. 
Marsha Laird reviews her sign 
off of job card. 8. Raymond 
Anders

1. 4.

6.

Raymond Anders of  Community Christian Fellow-
ship said he came to the Stevens’ home with volunteers 
from his church. 

“We took everything out,” Anders said. “We took 
out sheetrock up to ceilings, cleaned it up and hauled 
it off. Once cleaned it, we cleaned up 15 homes from 
Hankamer to the Double Bayou area. Then, we started 
rebuilding homes. This is the third home we rebuilt.”

Betty Stevens was appreciative of  everyone’s efforts.
“I thank everyone,” Betty Stevens said. “If  not for 

them, we wouldn’t be here where we are today. And 
God helped us. We should give Him all of  the credit.”

The group also worked on Marsha and Curtis Lairds’ 
home. Their home was flooded and had roof  damage 
to the point it was unlivable. They bought temporary 
houses, big enough for each of  them, and the group 
helped them set up. 

“When I first met them, I was pretty amazed, and 
they did a wonderful job,” said Curtis Laird. “They real-
ly work hard and get it done, put a lot of  effort in it. I’d 
give them five gold stars.”

At both the Stevens and Lairds’ homes, the group 
held a house blessing ceremony. They were given gifts, 
and then everyone sang “Blest Be the Ties that Bind.” 

“It was not an easy assignment,” Anders said. “It has 
been a great pleasure to help those who didn’t belong to 
our church but needed help. We try to be good stewards 
of  God. That is what it is all about.”
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5.

7.

8.
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             10 things 
                         you didn’t know about 

                      Carol Skewes
• attended GCCISD schools & 
graduated from Robert E Lee High 
School

• Early in her career, she learned layout 
& production art at The Art Institute of 
Houston, did freelance graphic design 
and ran the composing department of 
The Baytown Sun

• managed Gibson Printing five years 
while finishing two degrees from 
University of Houston: B.S. degree in 
Mathematics with double minor in 
Studio Art & Business; and a Master in 
Business Administration degree

• In Liberty, she served as president of 
the Rotary Club and the Lions Club 
with the two terms overlapping by a 
few days.

• Her Rotary presidential project was 
a new pocket park “The Ruth Canfield 
Park” in Liberty.

• Her Lions Club project was initiating 
the first Leos Club at Liberty High 
School.

• She served as editor & publisher 
of two newspapers for seven years, 
The Vindicator in South Liberty 
County and The Anahuac Progress in 
Chambers County, before returning 
to The Baytown Sun in 2016, serving 
as Advertising Director until March 1, 
2018 and currently as Publisher.

Publisher
The Baytown Sun

• born in Houston and lived in 
London, England four years 
as a child

• moved back to Baytown with a 
British accent and attended James 
Bowie Elementary, flunked the 
U. S. currency test in the 2nd grade. 
Knowing tuppence and shillings 
did not count.

• enjoyed walking with her great 
uncle, Harry Cox, as a little girl 
down Texas avenue to Trophy 
Barber Shop where he would visit 
with his friends, and visiting her 
grandfather, Conway Hart, at 
Culpepper’s Furniture warehouse 
where he worked



BettER care. 
ClosER to home.

Fast, expert care for individuals and families
in a home-like environment.

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

Locally owned and operated.
Patients Emergency Room is a Free Standing,
Full Service EMERGENCY facility open 24 hrs, 
7 days a week to treat ALL Emergencies.



Whitley Dorsett joined the Patients ER staff in 2015, and she has been a very integral 
part of the ever busy marketing team ever since! You will see her and the team at 
numerous events all over town!

Whitley graduated from Texas State University in 2011 with a major in Advertising 
and a minor focus in Fashion Merchandising. After graduation, Whitley worked for a 
few public relations fi rms before making her way to Patients ER!

Whitley is enthusiastic about her job and loves meeting the patients. “I love meeting 
the people we treat in the community. They have made us who we are, and they 
are why we have been successful in such a short period of time. Also, the family-
like atmosphere, from the owners, the leadership team, and the staff make it such a 
wonderful place to work,” said Dorsett.

In her spare time, Whitley loves to travel the world and has enjoyed trips to London 
and the Dominican Republic. She tries to make the trip to New York every year to 
enjoy the annual New York Fashion Week. She also loves cooking and trying out new 
restaurants all over Houston. 

Fanta
Jeff rey Henderson, Lead ER Technician

Whitley Dorsett, Marketing Assistant

Meet our
Jeffrey Henderson joined the Patients Emergency Room team on a very special day, 
grand opening day, on November 21, 2014! He says he has enjoyed every minute! 

Jeff grew up in Peru, and moved to Texas in 2010 to study at the University of 
Houston, majoring in pre-medical studies. Jeff says this was not an easy decision 
to make because at the time his family was busy working in the amazon tourism 
industry in Peru, but he is glad he made the move.

As lead ER technician at Patients ER, Jeff says he loves how the entire company 
embraced him and made him feel welcome. “The camaraderie is amazing; everyone 
is appreciated,” said Henderson. 

When not at Patients, Jeff runs his own business setting up lighting for events, and 
he also loves to DJ. 
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PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521



 Dr. Buford has been a part of Patients ER since the beginning in 2014 
and serves as the facility’s Medical Director. She absolutely loves the 
people she works with and the people she feels blessed to treat.

“This community has such nice people who are family oriented and so 
friendly.” Said Buford.

Dr. Buford also authors monthly medical blogs that are featured on 
the Patients ER website monthly. Visit www.patientser.com to view her 
blog.

Dr. Amy Buford is a native of Louisiana but moved to Texas in 2009. She 
received her Bachelor of Science in Occupational Therapy from LSU 
Health Science Center in New Orleans. She then went on to graduate 
from LSU Medical School in New Orleans. Dr. Buford began her training 
in Emergency Medicine at UT Houston at Hermann Memorial Hospital 
in the Medical Center. 

In her spare time, Dr. Buford enjoys exercising, traveling, deep sea 
fi shing, and attending LSU games. She also enjoys going on walks with 
her dog, Rex, who is a little king.

stic Staff  . . .
Amy Buford M.D.

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521
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When not at Patients, Jeff runs his own business setting up lighting for events, and 
he also loves to DJ. 
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Located at the feeder road of
I-10 & 146

Fast, expert care for emergencies big and small. We’re here 24/7.
PH: (281) 576-0555 | 10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

Thank you, Baytown, for voting us #1 Hometown ER

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED



celebrate

ST. PATRICK’S DAY

1201 N. Alexander Dr.
Baytown, TX 77520

the Irish way, at O’Neals Sports Bar

photo by Preslie Cox

Enjoy Irish Car Bomb shots 
and 20 ounce Guinness Drafts 
($4.50). Spicy boiled crawfish 
and homemade shepherd’s 
pie will also be available at 
O’Neals on St. Patrick’s Day.

A parking lot party with D.J. 
Peter V. will be from 7pm-1am.

onealsbaytown.com
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In a Facebook poll of  32 participants, 56% said they were 
more likely to visit their local retailer, while 44% said they 
would search the resale market. There’s good reason why the 
majority would rather pop-in to Hobby Lobby or Target for 
a picture to hang on the wall. Life is exhausting and hardly 
leaves time to shop for groceries. Never mind the effort it 
takes to find the perfect item at an estate sale. But there are 
reasons why 44% believe it’s worth the extra effort to search 
for something used and unique. And there are a few different 
ways to do so.

Garage and yard sales are advertised in the classifieds weekly. 
Estate sales occur when someone has passed, a family member 
is being moved into a nursing home, or even when someone 
moves across the country. There are vintage and antique stores 
which offer furniture, dishes, jewelry and more from different 
time periods, items with stories all their own. Each avenue 
thrives on a respect for used objects and a will to find every 
item a new home.

Located in Baytown’s historic district, Lanie’s Home Décor, 
at 207 W. Defee, and its sister store, Lanie’s, Too, at 214 
W. Texas Avenue has a wide selection of  new, gently used, 
refurbished and antique items for sale. Nancy “Lanie” Bridges 
Currie, the owner, opened the Defee location five years ago, 
after she and her husband sold their CPA firm.

Nancy says, “the uniqueness of  our store is different,” from 
your average retailer because of  the character found in the 
old objects. Though she could charge more for her selections, 
she takes pride in being “budget-friendly.” Her high turn-over 
allows for surprises with each store visit. She’s created her 
“own niche” in the resale market of  Baytown. Every piece she 
has is hand-picked, either by her or her chosen vendors. Items 
come from Europe to Kansas to homes being torn down here 
in Texas. While she offers a selection of  gift items that are new, 
90-95% of  her merchandise is vintage or antique.

Nancy’s love of  old objects isn’t the only reason she 
opened her store. She loves her “returning customers” and 
the relationships she’s made with them. She’s even a personal 
buyer of  sorts and has a “wish book” where customers can 
write a style or object they’re looking for and she will contact 
them, with pictures, when she thinks she’s found what they 
want. 

Hollie Knox, a native Baytownian, and her mother, Treva 
Knox enjoy shopping estate sales. Every time they enter a 
new home, “it’s like a treasure hunt,” Hollie says. Over the 
years, she has collected many things, but her favorite find is 
a “1940s ivory fur felt tilt topper,” which Treva found at the 
first estate sale she worked. Hollie’s finds not only brighten 
her wardrobe, but also make her feel connected to the original 

Why Shop 
Resale?By Justa Lanie Garrett
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owner. She imagines how the item made the owner “see 
themselves as beautiful.” But Hollie doesn’t just shop resale 
for the connection to history. She also does it with a purpose. 
She believes, “God gives me a certain amount of  money to 
live my life. And if  I spent it on all new things, I wouldn’t have 
anything left over to help others.”

While shopping resale can be fun and meaningful, it’s 
also green. In an article titled, “Why buy antiques?” on 
Apartmenttherapy.com, Catrin Morris writes, “antiquing is 
the ultimate in eco-friendly shopping” because antiques are 
“inherently recycled and reused.” The reality is that our world 
is dependent on finite resources. We are becoming increasingly 
aware of  how our choices impact the environment. This 
gives even more reason to skip that trip to Hobby Lobby and 
instead visit a neighbor’s garage sale.

Shopping resale isn’t always easy, but there are many 
persuasive reasons to do so. Old items are given new purpose. 
The search can offer a creative outlet that can be therapeutic. 
Resale is special because each item holds a sense of  
community, as if  one generation is taking care of  the next. It 
allows for the continuance of  history through the story of  an 
object, whether real or imagined. It can help save our world!

Most importantly, shopping resale provides an opportunity 
to get to know our neighbors. It’s more personal than 
online shopping. It requires eye-contact and conversation. 
Relationships are formed between seller and buyer, offering an 
authentic experience that leaves a mark in our own personal 
histories.

photos by Preslie Cox



David Berkowitz has been in the 
communications field for 40 years, including 
stops at The Baytown Sun and The University 
of  Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center. 
Follow his work with The Baytown Project 
on Facebook and Instagram.

“My mom was getting married in the ’70s. She wanted to 
wear a keyhole dress that would have exposed her a little. 
So she asked her mother if  she could wear the cameo that’s 
been in the family to help cover up. My grandmother was very 
reluctant to let her. She finally said, ‘You can wear it. But as 
soon as you’re done getting married, I’m going to take it back 
because you’ll lose it.’ As soon as my mom said her vows and 
came back down the aisle, my grandmother ripped the cameo 

off  the dress. My mom was very upset about it and told 

her, ‘My first daughter will be named Cameo, 
and you’ll never be able to take her away from 
me.’ So I guess I got my name kind of  out of  hate.

“I can’t say that I love my name. A lot of  times, 
people say it wrong. They say Camille or Camaro. 
And I’m like, ‘Really? That’s not my name.’ I 
remember getting teased about it in school 
because even teachers couldn’t say it right. One 
time in junior high, a teacher refused to say my 
first name. She tried to call me by my middle 
name, but I wouldn’t answer to that. I mean, 
come on. It’s not that hard.

“I always wanted the latest Barbie dresses 
when I was a kid. But we didn’t have a lot of  
money growing up, so we couldn’t afford them. 
Luckily, my mom was a very crafty person. She 
would buy patterns and fabric, and I sewed my 
own clothes for the dolls. She showed me how 
to lay out a pattern and pin it. She showed me 

how to thread the machine. And I just took off  from there. 
Actually, it wasn’t that bad because I made a lot of  cool things. 
One time I used some faux fur to make a fur coat for Barbie. 
None of  my friends had one like it, so that was pretty cool. 
And I still have that fur coat today.

“I like to craft. Here lately I’ve been crocheting. I can’t imagine 
just sitting there watching TV at night and doing nothing. My 
mind is always going. I’ve got to be doing something. My hands 
have to stay busy or I’ll go insane. Crocheting is my therapy. It’s 
cheaper than a therapist.”
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“I was bullied in middle school because of  my sexuality. I 
don’t talk about it much. But during those years, it was really 
hard for me. I went through a lot. Some days, I didn’t even 
want to live. I tried to commit suicide twice. 

“The thing that helped me get through it all was music. 
On those days when I would be in my house crying, I would 
listen to certain songs that would uplift me. One of  them 
was ‘Cold War’ by Janelle Monáe. In the song she sings, ‘This 
is a cold war. You better know what you’re fighting for.’ It 
was talking about different injustices in the world and how 
you have to stay strong. Not by physically fighting someone, 
but by being successful and just living your life, living in your 
truth. Another song that means a lot to me is ‘Golden’ by 
Jill Scott. The chorus is, ‘Livin’ my life like it’s golden.’ She 
talks about taking back your freedom, taking back your power 
from people who have done you wrong. 

“I believe that songs like that really saved my life. 

They reminded me that I have a purpose. I knew that my 
life and God’s plans for me were much bigger than what those 
ignorant bullies were saying about me.

“I want to be a songwriter and music producer. I also want 
to start a record label. I even have a name for my label: I’m 
Here Records. It comes from my favorite movie, ‘The Color 
Purple.’ There’s this part where the main character, Celie, 
is leaving her abusive husband, Mister. He tells her, ‘You’re 
black, you’re poor, you’re ugly, you’re a woman, you’re nothing 
at all.’ And she says to him, ‘I’m poor, I’m black and I might 
even be ugly. But dear God, I’m here. I’m here.’ 
“What I took from that is, I may not have all of  the things 

that the world says I need to be successful. But I’m still here, 
and I feel like the universe has put me here for a reason. 
That’s why I’ve chosen the name, I’m Here Records, because 
of  what it means to me.”

Anthony Roberson is studying audio engineering at Lee College.
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Jerry Rodriguez hopes to get accepted to a university to continue his education.

“My parents came from Mexico. They kind of  struggled 
supporting us, even though they were working two jobs. So 
I started working when I was 16, just trying to help out. My 
parents finally had an opportunity to build a house. So all the 
money that I was making, I just gave to them. When I finished 
high school at 18, I went straight to work in the construction 
field at an oil and gas refinery. From then on, I just never had 
the opportunity to go to college. I was focused on helping out 
my mom and dad. They had the money to take care of  me. But 
I wanted to help take care of  them as well.

“I ended up getting married, and we’ve been together for 
about 10 years. Then in 2016, I got let go from a job. That’s 
when I finally realized I needed to go back to school. My wife 
has been supporting me. She’s an assistant for an oral surgeon. 
I’m a certified electrician, so I’ve been doing some side jobs as 
well. I’m a fulltime student working on my associate’s degree 
in instrumentation technology. I hope to find a stable job at a 
refinery and move up from there. 

“I’m happy knowing that my parents are very stable right 

now. My dad worked really hard to get where he is. Now he’s 
a crane operator, so he makes pretty good money working for 
contractors and refineries. But he’s finally going to retire this 
year. My mom stays at home, and she supports my dad and 
takes care of  the bills and manages everything. 

“Our family combined to buy some land, and now my 
parents want to build a house for me. But I tell them I don’t 
need anything back from them. They don’t need to repay me 
in any way. I don’t want them to use their money to build me a 
house or anything like that. I want to take care of  that myself. 
It’s a pride thing, too, you know?

“We grew up in a rough neighborhood. But me and my 
brothers and sisters, we all made it through. 

“I give a lot of  credit to my dad. He showed me how to be 
independent, responsible and respectful. He showed me in a 
marriage, how to treat and take care of  your wife. I look up to 
my dad a lot. 

“He taught me how to deal with a lot of  things I never 
thought I would experience out here in the real world.”
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Into Haute Stuff Boutique 
for fun fashion finds

1. Ashton Kitchen (left) and Zoee 
Landriat pose in a floral summer 
off-the-shoulder romper paired with 
nude stappy sflats and a maxi dress  
2. Ashton models a Buddy Love circus 
striped top, fringe earrings, and white 
skinny jeans  3. Zoee models a floral 
printed top paired with shimmer flowy 
shorts and a nude heel 4. Haute Stuff 
Lifestyle Boutique is located at 911 
Massey Tompkins Road. Baytown, TX 
77521 5. Zoee models a Buddy Love 
printed dress paired with a nude heel

1.

5. 4.

2.

3.

photos by Preslie Cox
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DO IT NOW!
When I first began writing this monthly article, I asked 

some friends what I should write about.  “Tell us what to do 
NOW,” is what the universal response was, so every month, I 
attempt to give ideas about things that need doing for the lawn, 
the vegetable and flower beds, for the landscape, and for the 
equipment and tools that are used in those areas.  So here is the 
list of  suggestions for March.

 Begin with groundcovers: these are the often neglected 
workhorses around trees and shrubs, or at the edges of  your 
beds.  After this year’s weather, give them a haircut, and they will 
return their thanks with bushy growth.  No scalping, however!

 All that freeze damage needs attention now.  All the soft, 
squishy stuff  should be removed from all the annuals and 
perennials, and the beds should be cleaned out of  any dead 
plants and cool weather weeds.  Do a little feeding with Epsom 
salts on what’s left; read the box and don’t overdo it.  They just 
appreciate a boost now that they are coming back from the 
nearly dead.

 Bushes, trees, and shrubs are already putting out buds and 
tiny leaves.  This may be your last chance to get dormant oil 
sprays on them before they fully leaf  out.  A lot of  trees shed 
all their leaves this winter, a most unusual occurrence.  Rake all 
that out from under the trunks to eliminate possible insect eggs 
and fungal spores hiding in that leaf  mold.  You can do a little 
trimming on plants you’ve seen growing for years, but if  you 
aren’t that sure about whether something is truly dead or just 
hibernating, wait until Easter before you take the loppers to it.  
Some plants will re-leaf  on stems that look dead, while others 
will come up from the ground and leave the old stems uglifying 
the scenery.  A few more weeks won’t hurt, particularly since 
there is so much else to do.

 Are your flower and vegetable beds all built, cleaned up, and 
ready for active duty? The local stores are full of  flowering 
temptations, and the tomato and pepper plants are bursting 
out of  their containers.  Now is the time to get this stuff  in the 
ground!  Cucumbers, green beans, and squash can go in about 
mid-March. Save the eggplant and okra and sweet potatoes for 
next month.  Don’t bother with spinach – it’s not happy with 
heat.  Try kale, chard, and some of  the other more unusual 
greens instead.

 Flowers in Texas need to take the heat.  Go with the classics 
like daylily, Mexican heather, lantana, phlox, plumbago, hibiscus 
and milkweed for your backbones, and pretty them up with 

zinnias, marigolds, and any 
manner of  color you’ll find 
in the stores.  If  you have 
shade, caladiums and hostas 
are ideal.  Keep in mind that 
the petunias won’t last much 
longer than April in our heat.

Lawns – oh, man, this is 
the best and worst of  times, 
isn’t it? Everything is greening 
up, but it doesn’t look like St. 

Augustine grass.  Cool weather 
weeds, which have been lurking all winter long, are in their glory, 
and threaten to take over the house, much less the yard.  Weed 
and feed products should not be applied now, no matter how 
great the temptation. Mowing to keep the weeds from flowering 
and seeding is your hope at this point.  Once you get the clover 
down from its 8 inch height, your grass will come out of  hiding 
and start greening up.  You can fertilize the lawn now, and that 
will make your St. Augustine healthier and will help to crowd out 
those weeds when they try to germinate next fall.  Don’t over-
fertilize – that encourages fungal growth.  Read the directions, as 
always.

 Another issue in our water-logged neighborhoods are the 
weeds that thrive in soggy soils.  Two of  the worst in our area 
are Virginia Buttonweed and Dollarweed.  Flamethrowers 
and napalm may be the perfect solution, but they aren’t locally 
available.  Correcting the condition that these weeds thrive in 
may be tedious, but it does work.  Improving drainage, or raising 
the level of  the area where the conditions are ideal for these 
plants can help, but once these evildoers are established, you 
should expect more of  a holding action rather than complete 
eradication. They don’t respond well to the usual herbicides 
either, so if  you spot them, do some hand pulling before they 
establish a full-sized bed.

March Gardening

A. Lynette Parsons is a master gardener 
and Chambers County resident.

A. Lynette Parsons
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Baytown Parks and Recreation

Daddy & Me Valentine’s Dance

Aubrey Morse (left), Krislyn Morse and 
their grandfather Dale Jenkins

Rafael and Katyana Cantu

Eric and Gabriella Mongiello

Giselle Santos (left) and Belen Santos

Jordan Lofton and Jason Hill

Daisy and Miguel Gonzales

Stephen and Annali Clements

Christian and Alexie Colon
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(From left) Celeste Atrian, Alicia Aguillon, Angelica Zamarripa, Christina Amezcua, 
and Cecilia Amezcua

Elizabeth and Brian Castanon

Charlie and Raighan Reeves Sicily and Michael Benavides Zeb and Mia Moore

(From left) Sophia, Gilbert, and Lauren 
Garcia

Paul Estrada, Larissa Valle, and Anastasia Marsh
photos by Preslie Cox
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Budweiser Clydesdale Parade
February 24, 2018

Budweiser Clydesdale hitch

Wismer co-owner, Jim Ferris

Wismer co-owner, Jim Ferris Constable Sherman Eagleton, 
Jim Ferris, and Chambers County 
Sheriff Brian Hawthorne
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Mont Belvieu City Manager Nathan Watkins, JP Ferris, Tonya Ferris, 
Danielle Ferris, Mike Landolt, Ann Wismer, Jim Ferris, and Mont Belvieu 
Mayor Nick Dixon

Wismer co-owner, Jim Ferris and owner Ann 
Wismer

Jim Ferris, Ann Wismer, Mont Belvieu City 
Manager Nathan Watkins, and Mayor Nick Dixon

Budweiser employee, Cody 
Blogg

Jim Ferris and Chambers County Judge 
Jimmy Sylvia
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Highlands-Lynchburg Chamber of Commerce
Annual Community Awards Banquet

Harris County Constable Pct 3 Sherman 
Eagleton and Beverly Ferguson

Highlands Volunteer Fire Department and 
Beverly Ferguson

Janice and Don Coffey with 
Beverly Furguson

Associate Pastor, Wes Freeman, of First 
Baptist Highlands and Beverly Ferguson

Highlands-Lynchburg 
Chamber of Commerce 
Outgoing President Jim 

Wadzinski honors the 
efforts of the entire office 

of Harris County Sheriff Ed 
Gonzalez.

New officers and directors for the Highlands-Lynchburg Chamber of Commerce
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County Attorney Vince Ryan

Highlands Volunteer Fire Department and Jim Wadzinski

Gretchen Knowles, Randy Casey, 
Weston G. Cotten, and Jim Wadzinski

Janice & Don Coffey with Jim Wadzinski

Jim Wadzinski and Judge Don CoffeyHarris County Constable Pct 3 Sherman 
Eagleton and Jim Wadzinski

photos by Preslie Cox

From housing countless displaced 
residents, to performing thousands 
of rescues around the clock — the 
true meaning of selflessness was 
revealed during Hurricane Harvey. 
And it didn’t go unnoticed as the 
Highlands-Lynchburg Chamber of 
Commerce awarded departments and 
organizations as a whole during its 
annual community awards banquet. 
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Baytown Council

Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation

R.D. Burnside and wife, Ginger R.D. Burnside on stage at the Gala

Members of Patients ER, a King MoMo sponsor of the JDRF Gala

JDRF Board Member Nick Woolery 
shared his experience living with 
Juvenile Diabetes since the age of 15 
with guests of the Gala.

Hosted by the Baytown Chapter of  the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, attendees of  the annual Diabetes Gala experienced a fun-
filled evening to raise money for finding a cure for diabetes at the Royal Sonesta Hotel in Houston. “This year’s event exceeded all other 
galas by raising over $63,000 after expenses which will go to research and education on diabetes,” said Laurie Terry, Baytown’s President 
of  the JDRF chapter.
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Gail Kenny, Sherry Pritchard, Dr. Sawn Tittle and Jennifer Hillhouse of Houston 
Methodist San Jacinto Hospital. The hospital was a top sponsor of the event, 
raising over $63,000 for diabetes research, education, and to one day find a cure.

Kathi Krisher Clausen and Laurie TerryNick Woolery, Kathi Krisher Clausen, Laurie Terry, Ginger and R.D. Burnside

Members of Patients ER, a King MoMo 
sponsor of the JDRF Gala

Laurie Terry, Board President of the 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation

photos by Carol Skewes



LEADING MEDICINE STARTS WITH 
PRIMARY AND SPECIALTY CARE
At Houston Methodist Primary and Specialty Care Groups, your family is at the center of everything we do. From 

standard checkups to advanced treatment of complex illnesses and surgeries, our board-certified doctors provide the 

compassionate care you deserve. Our skilled team of physicians and physician assistants will work with you to manage 

chronic illnesses such as diabetes, hypertension, cancer, joint pain, neurological disorders, digestive disorders, asthma and 

more. And, with multiple locations throughout the Baytown area, we are dedicated to the well-being of our patients. 

Make an appointment today. Schedule online houstonmethodist.org/find-a-doctor or call 281.428.2273.

Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital
4401 Garth Rd. | Baytown, TX 77521
281.428.2273
www.houstonmethodist.org/find-a-doctor
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