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Baytown

Willowbrook

Texas Medical Center

West Houston-Katy

Sugar Land

The Woodlands

Clear Lake

OUTSMARTING CANCER 
TAKES  LEADING MEDICINE.

At Houston Methodist Cancer Center, our teams of nationally recognized 

specialists are fi nding new ways to outsmart cancer, while delivering 

the most advanced treatments and comprehensive care available. From 

screenings to diagnosis and cutting-edge treatments, our leading cancer 

care is available at all seven locations across Greater Houston, so you 

can focus on healing, surviving and thriving.

Visit houstonmethodist.org/outsmartcancer or call 281.428.2273
to fi nd a doctor in your area. 

Houston Methodist Cancer Center 
at Baytown
4021 Garth Rd.
Baytown, TX 77521
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COMING SOON 
TO THE LEE COLLEGE  

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

M A R C H
Theophilus North

Black Box Theatre 3/1, 3/2 | 7:30 pm
 3/3 | 2:30 pm

Baytown Symphony Orchestra
Main Performance Hall 3/2 | 7:30 pm

Jennifer McClish Art Exhibit
Gallery 3/4 – 4/12

TNT Festival @ LC PAC
Main Performance Hall 3/13, 3/14, 
 3/15, 3/16

GCCISD HS Choir Pre-UIL
All Areas 3/19 | 7 am - 1 pm

Spring Sing
Black Box Theatre 3/21 | 7:30 pm

StarQuest International Dance 
Contests

All Areas 3/22 | 1:30-11:30 pm
 3/23, 3/24 | 7 am - 11:30 pm

Reception
Gallery 3/26 | 2-4 pm

A P R I L
UIL OAP One Act Play Performance

All Areas 4/4, 4/5 | 2 pm
Jazz @ Lee College

Main Performance Hall 4/12 | 7:30 pm
Classics for Classes  
From The Lee College Players

Black Box Theatre 4/19 , 4/20 | 7:30 pm
Art Student Show

Gallery
Exhibit: 4/22 – 5/7
Reception: 4/25 | 2-3 pm

Classic for Classes  
From The Lee College Players

Black Box Theatre 4/26 , 4/27 | 7:30 pm
 4/28 | 2:30 pm

Baytown Concert Band
Main Performance Hall 4/26 | 7:30 pm

M AY
Baytown Symphony Orchestra

Main Performance Hall 5/4 | 7:30 pm

featuring all the hits of Sweden’s number one export, ABBA!

SAT. MARCH 30
Lee College Performing Arts Center

Tickets available now! 
www.lee.edu/pac

or call 281-425-6255. 
Tickets $25, $30, $35, $45

ONE
NIGHT 
ONLY!
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The Baytown Sun

Welcome to Spring! In this issue, we celebrate 
many things going on around the community 
that make people happy.

Our area is rich in history, so read all about 
preserving it with Trevia Wooster Beverly’s 
story on page 6.

The Chatham Construction office is filled 
with unusual collector’s items. Check it out on 
page 8.

Believe it or not, Harvey victims are still just 
now getting back in their homes. Read about 
how the Baytown Area Chambers County Disaster Recovery of  United 
Way is doing great work to help those in need on page 10.

Black History Month held so many celebrations, we tried to cover as 
many as possible. Find the stories on pages 14, 20 and 30 and even more 
photos on page 39.

It’s crawfish season and Calhoun’s Crawfish is busy as ever. They have 
been rated #1 in the area. See their story starting on page 27.

Highlands is all about literacy. The Highlands Book Review Club is 
on page 16. The Top Ladies of  Distinction Read In is on page 20.

Learn about The House on Barbers Hill on page 34.
We hope you are enjoying this beautiful time of  year and the March 

issue of  Greater Baytown.
Carol Skewes, Publisher

BAYTOWN
LIFE ALONG THE TEXAS GULF COAST

Greater

www.baytownsun.com•  281-422-8302
1301 Memorial Drive • Baytown, Texas

Tons of crawfish being loaded on 
a conveyor belt as preparation for 
boiling and serving at 
Calhoun’s Crawfish at 4619 FM 565. 

Photo by Shannon McBay

See page 26
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Thank you
to our advertisers

Houston Methodist- Baytown  -   2
Lee College    -   3
Holly Jackson    - 11 
Karla Opryshek    - 11 
Suzanne Heinrich   - 11 
Sherril Bates    - 11 
Melanie Wingate   - 11 
Cassandra Davenport   - 11 
Kenya Fanus    - 11 
Hannah Vaughan   - 11
West Chambers County   - 21 
 City of Commerce   
Animal Care Clinic   - 21 
Awards and Engraving   - 21
Patients ER    -        22-23 
Lodge at Pine Creek   - 43
Exxon Mobil    - 44

Departments
Baytown Life  - 8, 10

Highlands Life  - 16-17

Discover  - 13, 18, 24, 34

Food & Drink  - 8-10

History   - 6, 14, 18, 19, 20, 30

Contributing 
writers

David Berkowitz

David enjoys shining a light on everyday people through 
stories and photos on The Baytown Project. He launched the 
online endeavor in 2014 after retiring from The University of 
Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center during a 24-year career. 
Prior to that, he spent 10 years as a sportswriter/editor at 
newspapers in four states, including The Baytown Sun.

Natalie Seifert-Chapa

Natalie earned her Communication degree from the University 
of Houston - Clear Lake in 2006. As a college student, she 
completed writing internships with Clear Creek ISD, Public 
Relations and NASA Johnson Space Center, Public Affairs. She 
has been a contributing writer for Greater Baytown magazine 
since October 2018.

Trevia is a lifelong historian and genealogist, noted for her 
contributions to the Harris County Historical Commission and 
Baytown Historical Preservation Association. She is largely 
responsible for The Baytown Sun’s historical marker, as well as 
for many other historical markers throughout Harris County. She 
has contributed to numerous historical publications and is noted 
nationally for her genealogical workshops. 

Trevia Wooster Beverly

Justa Lanie Garrett

Justa, a native Baytonian, is a graduate from the University of 
Houston main campus. She received her MFA in Fiction and 
Literature from Bennington College in Vermont. She’s a stay-
at-home mom, wife, and writer who enjoys being outside and 
tries her best to live in the moment.

Mark Fleming

Mark Fleming is a former reporter and editor for The 
Baytown Sun who currently works as a writer for the Lee 
College Marketing and Public Affairs office. He has been 

a Baytown resident since 2010.
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Preserving 
Histor y

Baytown’s Living History Museum Preserves Area History

“Preservationists have an eye to the future - an appreciation of the past 
which leads to action to save our nation’s (Baytown’s) heritage.” 

– Clark Strickland, 
National Trust for Historic Preservation.

These words echo the goals of  the Baytown 
Historical Preservation Association. The 
BHPA is Baytown’s only Living History 
Museum and has saved three houses and a 
one-room schoolhouse from the wrecking ball. 
The museum is at the Republic of  Texas Plaza, 
5117 North Main Street in Baytown.

With building preservation also comes 
the restoration of  family life as it once was. 
Furnishings, some original to the specific 
structure, can be seen on guided tours with docents relating 
family histories as they affected the founding and building of  the 
Baytown area.

The 1910 John Celestine Sjolander House is currently under 
restoration. John Celestine was the son of  John Peter Sjolander, 
the “Sage of  Cedar Bayou” who wrote a collection of  poems 
published as “Salt of  the Earth and Sea,” and Caroline Johanna 
Busch. 

The Walter Brown House, part of  the Junius Brown family that 
had their beginnings in Wales and New England and Iowa before 

arriving in the Baytown (Wooster) area in the 1890s. He had a 
marine engineer’s license which permitted him to carry the mail 
between Galveston and Anahuac.

Also part of  the Junius Brown family, the Bert Brown House 
also has a connection to the Isenhour [Eisenhower] family that 
came to Texas from Minnesota and purchased the old Bayland 
Orphans Home property. Bert Brown was married to Ora 
Isenhour. He was a rice farmer and owner of  an early filling 
station.

And the 1894 Wooster Common School No. 38 holds the 
stories of  some 19 early teachers of  this school and the children 
they taught. One of  the early teachers was a member of  the 
Isenhour family—Dorris Isenhour Peterson. Mrs. Peterson’s 
husband, C. Vincent Peterson, was the chief  engineer on the 
building of  the Panama Canal. After the Revolution broke out in 
1905, Mr. Peterson was never heard from again.

Also on site at the Republic of  Texas Plaza is a statute of  
Ashbel Smith, a pioneer physician, diplomat as well as Surgeon 
General of  the Republic of  Texas, a Confederate officer and first 
President of  the Board of  Regents of  the University of  Texas. 

History

Trevia Wooster 
Beverly

6 Greater Baytown March 2019
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He purchased land near Galveston Bay and built his plantation, 
Evergreen, in what is now Baytown.

The BHPA provides school tours to educate our children on 
how life once was, and continues to provide interesting adult 
programs through its Saturday History lecture series.

Dedicated to protecting our history, culture, and natural 
attractions, the BHPA promotes our region as a heritage tourism 
destination and seeks members who have an interest “in all things 
history.”  

The Baytown Historical Preservation Association’s historic 
buildings are open to the public, free of  charge, on the last 

Saturday of  each month (except on holiday weekends and in 
inclement weather) from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Group tours can be 
arranged at other times by calling 281-421-2099 or by email at 
info@baytownhistory.org.

As we plan for the future you can also help with a tax-deductible 
donation to support current restorations and to keep the museum 
open for longer hours for tours.  Donations mailed the Baytown 
Historical Preservation Association (BPA) are gratefully accepted 
at P.O. Box 1244, Baytown TX 77522-1244. 

Website: www.baytownhistory.org/   

History

Mirror and coat rack inside of Brown-McKay house Wooster Common School No. 38

Classroom of Wooster Common School No. 38 Classroom of Wooster Common School No. 38

Upstairs children’s room in Brown- McKay House
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Crawfish season is here and Baytown happens to be home 
to the No. 1 voted crawfish eatery in the Houston area. In 
2018, Calhoun’s Crawfish Company ranked the highest in 
a poll conducted by khou.com 11 News Houston to find 
the best crawfish around. With their own special seasoning, 
Calhoun’s serves up juicy Cajun boiled crawfish along with 
complimentary sides. Many have commented that Calhoun’s 
crawfish is the best they’ve tasted.

Owner, Rodney Calhoun, was born in Louisiana, yet spent 
most of  his life in Mont Belvieu, Texas. Calhoun enjoyed the 
crawfish boil experience and wanted to share his passion for 
food and friendly conversation so much that he experimented 
with different types of  seasonings for four years hoping to 
create something unique. Staying true to his roots, he found 
his perfect blend and began selling plates of  crawfish at a 
picnic table under a small tent on the weekends at his father’s 
property in 2005. People loved it! Customers kept returning, 
so Calhoun decided he needed a larger tent. As the crawfish 
business started to take off, Calhoun invested in a larger 
boiling pot and a small building. Calhoun plans to open a 
year-round Cajun café next season.

The casual outdoor atmosphere has zydeco Cajun music 
playing over the speakers. Calhoun loves to come out of  the 
kitchen and visit with his guests.  He has even been known 
to show people how to properly enjoy the crawfish. Calhoun 
says, “You’ve got to suck the head, that’s where most of  the 
flavor is!” He treats his customers like family.

Calhoun’s 
Crawfish Co.

By Natalie Seifert-Chapa

Food & Drink

“Best Boiled Crawfish, 
This Side of Louisiana!”

Photos by Shannon McBay
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“I never look at boiling crawfish as a 
competition. I just enjoy boiling crawfish and 
wanted to produce a flavor you couldn’t get 
anywhere else. I love making people smile!” 
announced Calhoun.

 “We came to Houston from Minnesota 
for our anniversary and wanted to try a 
traditional crawfish boil. This place was highly 
recommended and so we drove the distance 
to see what they had to offer. We were not 
disappointed! We absolutely loved the crawfish! 
Just the right amount of  spice and flavor! Rodney 
and his son were very friendly and shared some 
fun stories! We highly recommend this place and 
thank Calhoun’s for a meal to remember!” said 
Molly Millerbernd.

Calhoun’s serves a lot of  customers from 
Louisiana that are here on business. When they 
ate the crawfish for the first time, they said it was 
like eating back at home.

They also serve boiled shrimp, snow crab, 
Cajun sausage, corn, potatoes and mushrooms. 
When they expand into their new building next 
season, they will offer more Cajun cuisine found 
only in south Louisiana.

Catering is a large part of  their business. They 
have been catering for eight years. Traveling as 
far as Shreveport, Louisiana, they bring their 
flavor to many large crowds. The largest catering 
event to date was a sum of  1,100 at the Phillips 
66 refinery in Sweeny, Texas.

“While starting off  small, I have to give props 
to the guys that have hung with me through the 
years: My right hand man, Ramiro Gonzalez, my 
son, Gantsen Calhoun, my brother-in-law, Phill 
Powell, and my friends, Graham Thompson, 
Tyrone Thompson and Darrick Duke. These 
guys have been a part of  the catering team since 
we started. We are just a small group of  guys that 
enjoy cooking the “Best Boiled Crawfish, This 
Side of  Louisiana!” said Calhoun.

Calhoun’s is located at 4619 South FM 565 
Rd., Baytown, TX 77523. The location includes 
covered outdoor seating, drive up, carry-out, off  
and on-site catering. Fridays and Saturdays they 
are open 11 a.m. – 8:30 p.m. Sundays their hours 
are noon – 7:30 p.m. For the latest updates, visit 
Calhoun’s Crawfish Co. on Facebook.

10Greater Baytown March 2019
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Kenya Fanus
REALTOR® SRS, ABR, CNE

Cell: 832-483-0625
Office: 713-785-6666
Fax: 888-667-5579
Kenya@Kenyafanus.com

www.kenyafanus.com

1209 Decker Dr., Suite 212
Baytown, TX 77520

Buy, Sell, Rent, Invest

281-839-3939
6316 Sjolander Road • Baytown www.batesbrinkleyrealty.com
BATES-BRINKLEY REALTY

Cassandra 
Davenport
(281) 639-0763

REALTOR®

sandydaven@verizon.net

Karla Opryshek
Broker/Associate

CRS, ABR, MRP, ASR, 
NHS, MCNE

281-433-2281 | 4500 N. Main
kopryshek@cbunited.com REAL ESTATE AGENT

Karla Opryshek 2017 - 2018

FIVE STAR

Karla Opryshhekk

LET’S TALK
SOLD!

281-839-3939
6316 Sjolander Road • Baytown www.batesbrinkleyrealty.com
BATES-BRINKLEY REALTY

Melanie
Wingate

(281) 380-2295
REALTOR®

melanie@batesbrinkleyrealty.com

Suzanne Gentry Heinrich
Realtor, Rotarian

Cell 281-610-8964
Off: 281-470-0655
suzanne.properties@gmail.com

Main Properties 
Real Estate

281-839-3939
6316 Sjolander Road • Baytown www.batesbrinkleyrealty.com
BATES-BRINKLEY REALTY

Sherril Bates

281-381-5696

Broker/Owner

sbatesrealtor@aol.com

Residential and Commercial 
Specialist 

Holly Jackson
Broker/Owner

(281) 615-8410
www.hollyjackson.net

281-576-6000
10525 Eagle Dr. Suite 1
 Mont Belvieu | 77523

Meet Your
Realtor

Mobile 281.450.3583

The

Vaughan
Team

www.TheHannahVaughanTeam.com

HUSTLE AND HEART • SETS ME APART
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Dr. Yvonne Thomas

Discover

10 things you didn’t 
know about

Dentist and president of Baytown Arts 
Culture and Entertainment Council

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.
9.

10.

I am a blend of different cultures as I was 
born and raised in London by parents 
who hailed from Montserrat, a tiny 
volcanic island In the Caribbean.  My 
family moved to New York when I was 
a teenager and I later moved to New 
Jersey.  In 1997, I became a Baytonian.

Being my own boss gave me the freedom to 
spend a lot of time raising my three children 
and being there for their activities in academics, 
sports, and music.  

I was heavily involved in the sport of Netball. 
I played, umpired, and was the first president 
of the USA Netball Association formed back 
in 1992. I was the Team Manager of the USA 
National netball team for two tours.

I am married to Oscar Chapa Jr. and we have a 
blended family of 8 children and 1 grandchild. 

I love to travel and have been to 46 countries 
and  29 states.  I will add another country 
when I visit Portugal after walking the Camino 
de Santiago this year and we will no doubt add 
a few states this year.

I made a pact with myself to participate in 
dental mission work annually. I do that all 
over the world in places such as Jamaica, Haiti 
and Guatemala. I enjoy giving back to the 
community that embraced me and I do that 
through several organizations: Baytown Junior 
Forum, The YMCA and Historic Baytown‘s Arts, 
Culture and Entertainment Council of which I 
hold the position of president.

I wanted to be a physician but changed 
my career path to dentistry at the last 
minute, my junior year in college.

While in college I used to teach 
math and English to adults who were 
studying for their GED at a prep school 
.  I also tutored high school students.

I sold Tupperware and earned the 
title of manager which means I also 
earned the opportunity to drive a 
brand new car given to me (on loan) 
by Tupperware.  

I officially retired in 2015, but I still 
dabble in dentistry. 
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Discover

photos by Shannon McBay

Original painting of Texas Avenue by Ken “The 
Dauber” Pridgeon

13Greater Baytown March 2019
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History

J. Warren Singleton writes with 
a passion. He cares deeply for 
history, education and encourages 
awareness of  the accomplishments 
of  those in the Black community 
who may have previously been 
overlooked. 

His collection of  Carver School 
memorabilia and artifacts was 
on display inside the J. D. Walker 
Community Center during Black 
History month and he has written 
over 250 articles that have appeared 
in The Baytown Sun, the former 
La Porte Bayshore Sun and other 
publications. Singleton founded 
the Baytown Carver High School 
Recognition & Preservation Society 
in 2010, a 501 (c)(3) non-profit 
organization.

To date, his work has helped many 
individuals get inducted into the 
Prairie View Interscholastic League 
Coaches Association (PVILCA) 
Hall of  Honor as coaches or Hall of  

Fame as athletes, including Ernest 
Coy St. Julian, Albert Wheatfall 
and Alvin “Doby” Richardson, 
track athletes; Robert L. Strayhan 
and Edgar Stafford as coaches; Dr. 
Toby York, former superintendent 
GCCISD, for his support of  the 
PVILCA and support of  the 
Carver School for obtaining a Texas 
Historical Marker; George H. Crow, 
athletic trainer; Rev. Arthur L. 
Haggerty and Albert Charles King, 
athletes; James Russell Bundage, 
Sr. and Robert Brown, track 
athletes, Charles Adam Hebert, 
Sr. baseball athlete; Thaddeus 
Eugene Cartwright, Sr., band 
director; William Montgomery, 
Jr. and Kenneth St. Julian, track 
athletes, Louis C. “Billy” Carr, 
football athlete; Monroe Nichols, 
Jr., four-sport athlete; Robert B. 
Sanders, Jr. John Earl Lee and Roy 
Lee Howard, football athletes; 
Ambassador Alfred F. Fonteneau, 

J. Warren
Singleton
E x h i b i t
J. D. Walker Community Center

By Carol Skewes

Photos by Shannon McBay
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History
Meritorious Award for lifetime accomplishments including 
U. S. Diplomat, Career Ambassador, Consul General, Foreign 
Service Reserve Officer and Career member of  the Senior 
Foreign Service; Coach Richard Samuel Lewis, Sr.; Robert Earl 
Malone, Sr. and Norbert Clifton Donato, Sr., football athletes; 
Kenneth Carl Simon, track & field; Mose C. Davis, football 
athlete; Phyllis Lynn Earles, Meritorious Award as  PAVMU 
archivist; Samuel Jenkins, basketball; Clarence J. “Sonny” 
Small, Sr., football; Gene Eldred Hayden, football; Walter Lee 
Ford, football, Kenneth M. Wilson, track; Myrtis Hamilton, 
track; Earvin Green, football; Alvin Joseph “Bird” Brinac, 
track; Kermit Teslee Smith, football; Kenith Oneal Alderson, 
football; Earvin Green, Alvin Brinac and Kermit Smith, Jr. 
posthumously. Howard Sampson, football; Johnny Coleman, 
Jr., basketball; and Harold Dean Johnson, football.

In July 2019 five more will be inducted: Alfonzo “Buddy” 
Neal, baseball; Earlest Fontenot, baseball; Leslie Jenkins, 
football; and for the first time ever, two females: Jesse Leonette 
Addison, former Carver basketball and track & field coach; 
and Viola Lewis-Tubbs, Carver’s first female basketball athlete. 
These are but a few of  Singleton’s achievements.
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On March 9, 1940, a group of  women in Highlands 
were looking for a social outlet and decided to start The 
Highlands Book Review Club. At the time, Highlands 
was a young city, and the wives of  the successful men in 
town were looking for “a way to get together,” says Sue 
Campbell, whose mother Bonnie P. Hopper, was one 
of  the founding members. It was “as much of  a social 
get together” as it was a means to discuss literature, Sue 
says. 

There were 17 charter members at the start of  the 
club, and the ladies took it seriously. They created a 
constitution and bylaws, which were followed strictly 
and included yearly dues. There could be no more than 
24 members, which created a waiting list because of  the 
group’s popularity. According to Janet Busby, current 
Vice President and retired faculty from Lee College, 
the women, the “upper class of  Highlands,” used the 
opportunity of  the club to dress up and even “wore 

hats and gloves.” The meetings were a big deal for these 
ladies.

The first meeting began in June of  1940. Every month, 
there is a host and a reviewer. In the past, the host would 
have the group at their home and provide a meal, while 
the reviewer reported on a book that fascinated them. 
In the early years of  the club, yearly dues were enough 
to buy a copy of  the reviewed book for each woman in 
the group. But due to the rising cost of  books and low 
yearly dues, this practice has ceased.

In the past, two times out of  the year, in April and 
October, the club coordinated special events. The 
April meeting was a special tea, and the ladies of  the 
group were encouraged to invite the women in town. 
In October, the members gathered their spouses, and 
everyone went out for nice dinner. Currently, these 
months are still set aside for special events, but the set-
up is not as formal. While the group still goes out to 

Highlands book review club thrives as oldest in the Houston area

Members of the Highland’s Book Review Club Front, left to right: Donna Lambert, Barbara Reeves, Janet Busby, Nita 
Wilkinson, Jeanette Jett. Back, left to right: Laura Pledger, Sue Campbell, Patsy Piceynski, Saundra Smith, Fayth Brady, 

Connie Dye, Diane Barker, Cora Lynn Miller, Dru Cox, Robyn Smith

By Justa Lanie Garrett

Test of Time
Withstanding the

Highlands Life
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dinner, it also uses these meetings to sometimes 
invite local authors and speakers. In the past 
they’ve had speakers from the Sterling Municipal 
Library, children’s book authors, and most recently 
Genie Clark, a local romance writer originally 
from Mont Belvieu, who came and spoke about 
the writing and publishing process.

Though membership has declined over the 
past three years, the group is still thriving with 
14 members. Now, the women are not only from 
Highlands, but from surrounding cities, such as 
Dayton, Humble, Huffman and LaPorte. Sue 
Campbell, a previous president, says the group has 
“gotten to be a lot more lax,” over the years.  Most 
of  the time, the group meets in the fellowship 
hall at the United Methodist Church, where 
many from the club are members. There are no 
rules as to what kind of  book is to be reviewed. 
The selections range from romance to historical 
fiction; science writing to cookbooks. 

The current dues, only 15 dollars a year, are used 
in different, caring ways. Such as sending cards 
to ill members, or donating a book to the Harris 
County Library, Stratford Branch in Highlands in 
memory of  a member that has passed. At the end 
of  every year, they also put together a year book, 
which includes a list of  the books from that year, 
so as not to repeat any titles in the future.

Though the club’s title is centered on reviewing 
books, it’s clear the group is about more than that. 
For Barbara Reeves, a retired GCCISD bus driver 
and current president of  the club, it’s a “nice 
bunch of  ladies. A nice social group, and we learn 
a little bit in the process.” Saundra Smith, member 
since 2009, says it’s not a “homework club,” and 
she likes that the group has a “small-town feeling.” 

When asked what keeps her coming back, Sue 
Campbell, the longest running member, says 
it’s about the relationships she’s made. Even 
though she’s been around the longest, she says, 
“everybody is important” in the club. “We’re 
proud of  our little group,” she says. Despite the 
small-town environment, she says she has met 
women “she probably would have never actually 
met.” And though everyone in the club is an avid 
reader and enjoys learning about all aspects of  life 
through books, it seems to be the camaraderie the 
group provides that has made it so long-lasting.

Highlands Life

Photos by: Shannon McBay
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Have you ever wondered where Barbers Hill Independent 
School District got the name Barbers Hill? Before I wrote 
this article, I too, wondered what the answer to this 
lingering question was. The answer was closer than I could 
have imagined.  

The principal of  Barbers Hill Middle School South, Chloe 
Morgan Yowell, is a descendent of  the man responsible for 
the name Barbers Hill. In 1849, Yowell’s great-great-great 
grandfather, Amos Joshua Barber, built the first house 
on “the hill” and the community then became known as 
Barbers Hill. Barber was born in Louisiana, but moved to 
Texas and lived in Mont Belvieu until his death in 1885. 

In 1929, the school district was established and was given 
the title Barbers Hill after the community’s first permanent 
settler.

Amos Barber married Susan Hodges in 1848 and they 
had eight children. One of  their sons, Joshua Barber, is 
Yowell’s great-great grandfather. Joshua Barber married 
Cornelia Lawrence and they had a son named Daniel 
Barber, Yowell’s great grandfather.

Daniel Barber married Stella Dugat and they had a 
daughter named Audrey Barber. Audrey Barber married 
John Morgan and had a son named John Morgan who 
is Yowell’s father, Audrey Barber Morgan is Yowell’s 
grandmother whom she called Nana.

Yowell’s grandmother lived her life in Kingsville, 
Texas. “Although she did not directly contribute 
to the Mont Belvieu area, she was a beloved 3rd 
grade teacher who was very intelligent, brave, 
witty, and incredibly kind-hearted. She lived her 
life in a way that taught me to follow my dreams 
and not let any circumstances hold me back,” 
said Yowell.
At the age of  20, Audrey Barber boarded a 

train in the small town of   Kingsville to pursue 
her dream of  earning a master’s degree from 
Columbia University in New York. 

In that era, this was an unheard of  
accomplishment for a young single woman. 
She also met her husband, John Morgan, while 
attending Columbia University.

“My grandmother had a painting that hung 
in her home in Kingsville, Texas that she often 
referred to as “the house on Barbers Hill. She and 
my great aunt, Beryl Barber, would tell me stories 
of  going to Barbers Hill as little ones, yet I never 
knew where Barbers Hill was. In my mind, the 

By Natalie Seifert Chapa 

History
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house was literally on a hill somewhere. 
I did not know that it was a full-fledged 
community until I moved here,” recalls 
Yowell. 

“We love 
our sweet 

community 
and living 

on the Hill!”

When Yowell’s husband took a 
pastorate position in Baytown in 2009, 
she began to research the area online to 
find a good school district for their two 
children to attend. When Barbers Hill 
ISD came up on her search, she jumped 
up from her chair, ran to her husband 
and exclaimed, “You will never believe 
it! The school system near Baytown is 
Barbers Hill. Nana would be amazed!” 
Yowell remembers. The stellar school 
district ratings sealed the deal. Both 
Yowell children graduated from BH High 
School. 

“We love our sweet community and 
living “on the Hill!” announced Yowell. 
Upon moving to Mont Belvieu, Yowell 
began substitute teaching for BHISD. 
The next year she took a 3rd grade 
teaching position at BH Elementary 
School. She then taught for seven years 
at BH Middle School South. She became 
Assistant Principal of  BH Elementary 
School North. Now she is Principal of  
BH Middle School South.

“One of  my life’s greatest regrets is that 
my grandmother passed before knowing 
that her granddaughter lived and taught 
school in her beloved Barbers Hill. She 
has always been my greatest champion 
and fan…nothing would have tickled her 
more,” said Yowell.

Audrey Barber Morgan & 
Chloe Morgan Yowell 

photo by Polly Garbutt
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Top Ladies of  Distinction service club held their first 
annual African American Read-In February 25 at J. D. Walker 
Community Center. 
Many local teens and children read aloud from books they 
recently chose to feature.
Stratford Library representatives Debra Deshotel and Kelsea 
Thomas signed guests up for library cards and had a variety of  
books from which to choose.

Three local authors spoke to guests and showed their recent 
books, Chara Bowie, Gladys Mae Bullock and Mama Goose, 
who provided a special presentation.

J. Warren Singleton spoke about his extensive writing and 
history research.Club President Sandra Davis explained how this 
exciting event ties in to the club’s national goal of  promoting 
literacy. She introduced each of  the young readers.

Kole Davis read from “Who was Frederick Douglass” 
by April Jones Prince.Hailey Gray read about Rosa Parks. 
Carron Clarke read from “The Color Of  Us” by Karen Kats. 
Jaxon Young read from “Riley Can Be Anything” by Divine 
Hamilton. Joshua Taylor recited, from memory, lines from a 
book called “Who was Mohammed Ali?”  Dewanne Davis read 
from “The Stars Beneath our Feet.” Charleston Johnson read 

Hailey GrayKole Davis Joshua 
Taylor

Top Ladies of Distinction
By Carol Skewes

Pictured above, front row: Teen Dewaune Davis & Lord Leslie Jenkins. Standing from left: Lady Mary Sims, Lady Rusha Davis, 
Lady Lakesha Holmes, Lady Dena Taylor, Lady Judy Hunter, Lady Saundra Davis, Lady Dovie Williams, Lady Sharon Jenkins, 

Lady Geri Elliott, Lady Bertha Harris

20Greater Baytown March 2019

Inaugural Read In
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Animal Care Clinic
“Care” is our middle name““

6318 FM 563 South | Wallisville, TX 77597
Phone: 409-389-2200 | Fax: 409-389-2266

Mon. - Thurs. 8:00am - 5:00pm
Fri. - Sat. 8:00am-12:00pm

www.careisourmiddlename.com

CONTACT US!
FOR ALL YOUR AWARD & PERSONALIZATION NEEDS!

From trophies to plaques-

Recognizing Outstanding 
Acheivements Everyday!

1214 Massey Tompkins, Baytown
Mon -Fri  9am - 5pm

www.awards-engraving.com

12121212141414 MMMMasasseseyy TToTompmpkikikinsns BBaBa ttytytowownn

wwwwwwww.w.awawawararardsds-e-engngnggraravivingngggg.c.c.comom
myhelpdesk@awards-engraving.com

Recognize • Personalize • Reward • AppreciateRecoggnniize • Personnaalliize • Reward • Appreciate

281-420-1299

INDUSTRY OUR GROWTH 
CONTINUES

Chamber of Commerce

Brighter
Business Ahead! WEST 

CHAMBERS 
COUNTY

  2830 North FM 565, Suite 200
www.
 eWCCCC.com

281•576•5440

from “Five Mentors” by Wade Hudson. Charles Johnson read 
from an autobiography of  Ruby Bridges. Peighton Williams read 
about Starr Carter, the protagonist of  “The Hate U Give,” a novel 
by Angie Thomas. Andrea Kennedy read about Bishop Sherman 
Gray, Jr. of  Antioch Missionary Baptist Church of  McNair.

Sponsors of  the event include Latrice Merchant of  Dot’s 
Catering, writer/historian J. Warren Singleton, Lee College Regent 
Susan Moore-Fontenot, Mandy Sheffield of  the Stratford County 
Public Library, and local authors, Mama Goose, Gladys Mae 
Bullock, Vanessa Bush Barnes, Domonique and Chara Bowie.

For more information on Top Ladies of  Distinction contact 
chairs Lady Rusha Davis, Lady Dovie Wiliams or President Lady 
Saundra Davis at 713-380-1643.

Harris County Stratford Library representatives Debra 
Deshotel and Kelsea Thomas were on hand to provide 
library cards and books to interested readers.

Local author Mama Goose
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We’re here
to serve you

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521
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We’re here
to support our community

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521
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Mary Delgado “I’m a native Houstonian. Raised in the Denver Harbor 
area. It was a lower-income neighborhood, practically a 
ghetto. It was pretty rough. A lot of  gang members and 
stuff  like that. I grew up with six brothers, and I was the 
oldest. There were so many our age who were either on 
drugs or not living a good life at all. But I always knew I 
didn’t want to be like the rest of  them. I was determined 
to get out of  there, get an education and do something 
with my life.

“When people in the neighborhood got hurt, the 
ambulance automatically took them to Ben Taub Hospital. 
I remember going with my mom once and hiding behind 
the seating area in the waiting room. I’d look at what was 
going on and think, one day I want to work here. I had 
this desire to help others. I wanted to come back and help 
my people, my family.

“Being from the neighborhood where I lived, they 
were starting this program that a doctor was sponsoring. 
He would pay for the classes at school and everything. 
I got pretty lucky, and was among the people chosen. 
There were classes at Hermann Hospital, and then I 
went to Baylor College of  Medicine. I got certified as 
an ophthalmic assistant. I ended up working for Harris 
County Hospital District, 20 years at Ben Taub and the 
last 10 at LBJ Hospital. I was the ophthalmologist’s right 
hand, whatever he needed done in the clinic, in surgery or 
in the emergency room.

“I loved my job. I got such enjoyment out of  helping 
people, especially those from my old neighborhood. A lot 
of  those patients knew me from the day I was born. So 
I felt like, I’m supposed to be here. I’m supposed to be 
doing this. This is my place in life.”

Mary Delgado keeps busy working at Mary’s Thrift Shop, 
6206 Bayway Drive.

Discover

Through The Baytown Project, David Berkowitz shines 
a light on everyday people in the greater Baytown 
area. Follow along at thebaytownproject.com, or on 
Facebook and Instagram.
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“I’m the first one in my family to go 
to college. My parents are proud. They 
always tell me, ‘You have to get your 
education. You have to do something 
with your life.’ And I feel responsible. I 
feel like I owe that to them. They don’t 
have any Social Security or 401k. So 
once they get older, I’m the one who’s 
going to be helping them out. That’s 
very important to me. That’s one of  
the main reasons I’m doing this. I guess 
there’s a little pressure. But that just 
motivates me. 

“I didn’t take any student loans. My 
parents helped me out first semester. 
After that, I put my college education 
to the side and started working. I kept 
myself  away from going out to certain 

places and having fun, or buying certain 
material things. I focused on stacking 
up my money to pay for school. And 
now I have enough money to not worry 
about bills and just focus on school.

“It wasn’t always easy getting to this 
point. During my teens, living in low-
income, poverty-type places, you see 
and experience a lot of  things. There 
were friends, people around me, just 
doing bad stuff  and having to face 
horrible consequences with no way to 
turn back. But some people realize they 
don’t want that for themselves. They 
want to change. That was me. I guess I 
was blessed to learn from other people’s 
mistakes.”

“There are four of  us, and we’re all 
adopted. I never knew my biological parents. 
When I was 25, I did find out their names. 
But I never tracked them down. From what 
I understand, they had a child and could not 
afford another one. That’s when the man left 
and I got put up for adoption. I don’t think I 
was even 1 year old yet. They put something 
in the newspaper for him to come forward if  
he wanted to claim me. He had so many days 
to do it, and he didn’t. So the court waived 
his parental rights, and I was able to go ahead 
and get adopted.

“I’ve known I was adopted since starting 
school. My parents sat us down and told 
us, ‘It doesn’t mean we love you any less. 
It just means that we took the time to love 
you, bring you into our home and give you a 
family.’ And I was like, OK. I was totally fine 
with that. 

“I’ve had people ask me about my biological 
parents. But the thing is, my real parents are 
the ones who raised me and showed me love. 
I have a lot of  respect for them because of  

that. They did so much for us. My mom 
always pushed us to get an education. Every 
single one of  us got a high school diploma, 
and all of  us have had a college education to 
some extent. She and my dad made sure we 
had a good home and everything we needed. 
We had food on the table. We had clothes on 
our back. We had toys all over the place for 
birthdays and Christmas. We never lacked for 
anything.

“I’m 45 now. I have a 17-year-old son, and 
he’s a great kid. The thing is, I had always 
wanted a girl. When I was pregnant with him, 
I had them do the sonogram twice. And they 
were like, ‘Sorry, that’s not the baby’s finger.’ 
So I figured, it will come along someday. For 
a few years now, I’ve been thinking about 
adopting. I told my mom that if  I can adopt a 
child and bring her into my home, that’s one 
less kid in the foster system. I could love that 
child and teach her things. I could do for that 
child what my adoptive parents did for me 
and my siblings.”

XXX

Francisco Acuna 

Clarissa Fielder 
Francisco Acuna is studying process technology at Lee College.

Clarissa Fielder is an aspiring writer who enjoys creating poetry.

Discover
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If  you’ve ever thought about what a construction company 
office would look like—and the chances are good that you 
never have — “boring” might be the first word to come to 
mind. Or, if  you’re in a charitable mood, “utilitarian” is a bit 
kinder.

Whatever your imagination conjured up, though, it 
would be unlikely to produce the profusion of  interesting 
objects stuffed into every nook and cranny of  the Chatham 
Construction Company in Baytown.

Step through the standard-issue glass front door of  the 
business and you’re confronted with, well, a little bit of  
everything.

Start, perhaps, with the polar bear. Or the piano—any of  
the pianos. Perhaps the walrus grabs your attention, or maybe 
the sculling boat once used by a rowing team in Oxford. Or 
even the post office. That’s right. The post office.

“I’ve just always collected junk,” said owner Mike Chatham, 
though many of  the items are far closer to high-end antiques 
than junk.

Chatham started collecting guns when he was young, he 
said, and his interests just grew from there.

His office doesn’t have a lot of  firearms on display — but 
does have a few really impressive swords if  you look close 
enough — but the passion of  a hunter is obvious in all of  the 

You Have

What
in Your Office?

By Mark Fleming

Quirky confines of Chatham Construction Co.

26Greater Baytown March 2019
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game and fish preserved by taxidermy in 
lifelike state.

Some of  the pieces are animals that 
Chatham hunted in his travels around 
the world, and others are pieces he has 
found in those travels. “A lot of  those 
were given to me,” he said. “Some I’ve 
bought at auctions — some I’ve killed.”

“I’ve been collecting animals or 
whatever — cars, tractors — for, gosh, 
probably 50 years or better.”

On first entering the building, one of  
the largest pieces you see is the enclosure 
where the receptionist has her office, but 
it’s no boring cubicle.

“That’s the old Highlands, Texas, post 
office,” Chatham explained. “I went out 
to buy the safe that was advertised in the 
newspaper by a lady.

“I bought the safe, and then she said, 
‘I also have the old post office.’ Her 
mother was the original postmistress of  
Highlands.”

Now the post office, complete with its 
letter drops and original window signs, 

continues to be in a working office.
The old post office safe is there, too, 

one of  several that Chatham has around 
the office. 

Another interesting safe is one 
from the old Imperial Sugar office in 
Sugarland—a massive and extra-secure 
safe once used to store that company’s 
payroll.

Some of  the pieces of  local interest 
were rescued from renovation or 
demolition projects the company has 
done over the years, including a column 
from Cedar Bayou Grace United 
Methodist Church that was replaced as 
part of  a repair project.

Quite a few of  his collected pieces 
are works of  art, mainly paintings and 
sculptures.

Chatham said his collected has slowed 
down in recent years. “I’m getting to the 
age where I’m out of  wall space,” he said.

“Everything in this building has a 
story,” he said. “I could go to each item 
and tell you a story.”

Mike Chatham and his favorite piece
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Finally  Home After 

By Carol Skewes
Donna Kelso and her son, Frank, 

celebrated moving back into their 
home surrounded by members of  
the Baytown Area Chambers County 
Disaster Recovery (BACCDR) team, 
organized by United Way. This was 
the first disaster recovery home the 
team took on, so seeing the Kelso 
back home was especially rewarding 
for everyone. 

Donna bought her home in 1987.
She just got it paid for in March just 

before Hurricane Harvey hit in 2017. 
She thought she had flood insurance 
because she was under the impression 
her mortgage company had paid it in 
January, but found out she did not.

Donna said, “We had never flooded 
before. In the early 1990’s I actually 
won yard of  the month. I love plants. 
Every plant in this yard I planted. 

We got as much as we could get 
done with FEMA money, but it ran 
out. I got back into bus driving (a 
special needs route) and used some 
of  my retirement. My income is not 
that great.”

When Donna found out she did 
not qualify for help from some other 
parties. She recalls thinking, “Now 
how am I going to do this?”

She asked FEMA, Red Cross and 
United Way.

United Way said they were looking 
for a project and told her she would 

fit the criteria. 
Her disabilities inhibit her ability to 

do much home repair herself, even 
through she very much desires to 
get her home back to a pre-Harvey 
livable level.

She got so excited when doors were 
installed in her home, she said, “I find 
myself  going around opening and 
closing doors.”

She gets excited when she tells her 
story and it is very evident she is so 
happy to be back in her home, “I 
still have furniture, mini-blinds and 
curtains to do. I had to buy a portable 
air conditioner so we survive. My dog 
is 15 years old and I have asthma so 
we could not be in the heat.” 

Donna has one daughter who is 
a drama teacher at Goose Creek 
Memorial and another who is a vet 
tech in Magnolia. Her son, Frank, 
lives with her.

Donna’s home endured 3-1/2 feet 
of  water. She lost a lot of  antiques, 
but was able to save her mother’s 
antique china cabinet.

Donna showed off  her kitchen to 
the BACCDR representatives who 
came to her house warming after she 
and her son moved back in the final 
time. With FEMA money she was 
able to do the kitchen cabinets and 
countertops. 

A dishwasher was donated. Her 
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refrigerator was replaced because it was 
under extended warranty. A walk-through 
to the next room became a large pantry.

BACCDR Project Manager Albert 
Morales’ crew installed the floors with 
supplies Donna had purchased with 
FEMA money. 

She has a 32” door that is ruined on the 
outside. She is having trouble finding the 
correct size replacement door. 

Donna recalled, “When I walked in 
everything was in the same place. Nothing 
moved, but it was totally wet.” She did 
not have rapidly moving water as so many 
people did.

They first stayed with her daughter, 

Nina, then in her brother’s motor home.
When they first moved back home, 

Donna and her son could only live in the 
den (until November 7). They had to get 
everything back out so that the workers 
could get busy and they moved back in a 
final time the day after Christmas.

Donna’s dogs are Cassie (a sheltie) and 
Andy (a poodle).

Her daughter, Kelsey, a vet tech, helped 
with the dogs, sending dog food and 
taking the animals to the vet while Donna 
could not be in her home.

There are more repairs to be done, but 
Donna says she can live with hope now. 
BACCDR helped as much as they could 

with funds limited for her case’s criteria.
Board members and friends showed up 

for the house warming in February. They 
presented Donna and Frank a “Home 
Sweet Home” doormat and a peace lily. It 
brought tears to many eyes.

BACCDR Chair Guido Persiani 
expressed the excitement of  the group 
in helping Donna and Frank get their 
home to a more livable state. “It was an 
adventure. I get to see the before and the 
after. We are thankful to get to this level.”

Vice Chair Patti O’Neill said, “It is so 
fantastic to see it become real. Thank you 
for letting us help you, and thank you for 
sharing your story to help others.”

Donna’s dogs Cassie, left, and Andy
photos by Carol Skewes.

From left Baytown Area Chambers County Disaster Relief Board Chair Guido Perisiani, Jim Burn, Project Manager Albert 
Morales, BACCDR Vice Chair Patti O’Neill, homeowner Donna Kelso and her son Frank Kelso
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celebration in Town Square
Black History Month

History

A Black History Month Celebration 
in Town Square Saturday afternoon 
drew a festive crowd despite the 
overcast skies. The cloud cover made 
the event cool and comfortable. Those 
in attendance enjoyed great music, 
poetry, a praise dance performance and 
speakers reflecting on the occasion.

Dr. Yvonne Thomas, president 
of  the Historic Arts, Culture and 
Entertainment District Council (ACE) 
welcomed guests and introduced 
Master of  Ceremonies Councilman 
Charles Johnson. The event was co-
planned by the ACE District Council.

The crowd sang the Black National 
Anthem led by Marietta Hamilton, 
her daughter, Kashina Compton, and 
her granddaughter, Katrina Compton-
Powell.

Baytown Mayor Brandon Capetillo 
presented Pastor Frank Davis of  Mt. 
Calvary Missionary Baptist Church 
a proclamation thanking him for his 
contribution to the community. His 
church is located at 501 Atlantic in 
Central Heights.

The Praise Dance Team of  his 
church performed a choreographed 
presentation to music by the Town 
Square fountain.

Sharon Nobels reflected on how 
Martin Luther King, Jr. peacefully 
planned his marches quoting him, 

By Carol Skewes

1. 2.

3.

1. Baytown City Councilman Charles Johnson   2. Poet Jo Anne Blancahrd   3. Liliana Gallegos and Benjamin Ochoa, owners 
of Sabor of Mexico ice cream shop across from Town Square   4. Vocalists Marietta Hamilton, Kashina Compton and Katrina 
Compton-Powell   5. Sharon Nobles spoke to guests reflecting on how Martin Luther King, Jr. planned his marches. “Love is 
the only force capable of transforming an enemy into a friend.” MLK, Jr.



31Greater Baytown March 2019

“Love is the only force capable of  transforming an enemy 
into a friend.”

Lesley Savoy-Green, a member of  Mission Baytown 
explained how the group founded in 2014 encourages and 
celebrates racial harmony.

Marshal Land, IV, performed beautiful keyboard 
renditions before R. L. Bell sang Motown and R&B 
memories for the audience.
Councilman Charles Johnson told his story as “My story 

is their story” giving credit for his inspiration to run for 
office from his childhood bus driver, Mrs. Wade, his 
friend Dr. Yvonne Thomas as an entrepreneur business 
woman and dentist and J. Warren Singleton for his Black 
History writings published in The Baytown Sun and other 
publications. Continued on Pg. 32

.

4.

6. 7.

8. 9.

5.

6 Merlyn Hawkins   7, Volcalist R. L. Bell sang for the crowd accompanying some Motown and R&B favorites.   8. Kenneth 
Simon, Jean Simon, Lesley Savoy-Green and Sharon Nobels   9. Pastor Frank Davis receives a proclamation from Baytown 
Mayor Brandon Capetillo
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 Johnson said, “It’s not about what you can do for you. It’s 
about what you can do for the people around you.”

Jo Anne Blanchard read aloud her original poetry to 
guests before J. Warren Singleton read an excerpt from his 
book on the history of  George Washington Carver High 
School, a campus which existed only 19 years in Baytown, 

serving African American students during segregation.
Across the square inside Sabor of  Mexico ice cream 

shop, an art exhibit was displayed celebrating Black History 
Month.

For more information, email: ACEDistrictBaytown@
gmail.com

10. 11. 12.

12.13.

History
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10. Dr. Yvonne Thomas-Chapa, President of the Arts, Cultural & Entertainment District (ACE)   11. Writer & Historian J. Warren 
Singleton   12. Original Art displayed inside Sabor of Mexico Ice Cream Shop for Black History Month   13. Tam Blanchard, Floss 
and Hannah Walker   14. Adriane Wilson, Geneva Clark (age 93), Jonell Grace and Crezette Davis   15. Lesley Savoy-Green 
explained the purpose of Mission Baytown, which encourages and celebrates cultural harmony since it was founded in 2014.   
16. Carolyn Green, Monroe Nichols, J. Warren Singleton and Susan Cummings   17. The Mt. Calvary Missionary Baptist Church 
praise dancers performed in Baytown’s Town Square From left are: Kayla Montgomery, Asiah Sheppard, D. J. Armstrong, 
Dajanell Reed and Kiana Edison. Their performance can be viewed online at www.baytownsun.com.

Photos by Shannon McBay and Carol Skewes

14.

15.

16.

17. 12.
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Where are they now?
Jason Barfield By Alan Dale

Discover

In the case of  Jason Barfield, you can go home again 
… and then leave once more.

But the reasons why this son of  Barbers Hill decided 
to once again pick up and leave the area was for good 
reasons. Professional ones. Those choices led to Barfield 
making a life as a man of  Sam Houston State University.

It’s been quite the ride.
Barfield is a 1995 graduate of  Barbers Hill High School 

where he played baseball for the Eagles when they were 
just a Class 3A athletic program, and had to travel to 
Baytown to play club soccer. 

That was when Barbers Hill didn’t have a soccer 
program.

My things have changed.
“It’s night and day with the new school, the new 

stadium,” Barfield said. “The baseball field I played on, 
there are houses there now. I went there Christmas day 
and drove and looked around. Eagle Drive is completely 
different than what it was 20-something years ago.”

Barfield matriculated to Sam Houston State where 

while there, he interned at The Baytown Sun in the 
summers of  1998 and 1999.

Soon after that, upon graduating from college, Barfield 
was offered a job working for the newspaper’s sports 
department.

He actually interviewed for the fulltime sports job in 
Baytown while on the phone during his honeymoon in 
Seattle in 2000.

“I worked at the school’s athletic department as a 
student and then I was at the Baytown Sun for a little 
over a year and then came back to Huntsville to work for 
the Huntsville Item covering the (school),” Barfield said. 
“I’ve been pretty much around this program for one way 
or another since 1995.”

One key motivator to eventually going back to 
Huntsville was the chance to cover a top collegiate 
sport like football on a daily basis. The Huntsville paper 
afforded Barfield that opportunity.

“I worked for the Baytown Sun and was covering the 
high schools including Barbers Hill which was interesting 
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putting me on the other side of  that,” Barfield said. 
“Then there was Lee College, but I didn’t have the 
chance to cover college football like I wanted. When I 
got the opportunity to go back to Huntsville and start 
covering the Bearkats from the writing side of  things, 
that was a big pull to bring me back up this way.”

Then he began the next chapter of  his life where he 
now lives in Huntsville with his wife – fellow Barbers 
Hill graduate Patty Pennington – and two kids, Kenna 
and Avery.

He then was hired to work in the sports department 
at Sam Houston State in 2005 and now holds the 
Associate Athletic Director – Media Relations post. 
He is in charge of  all such positions and any ESPN 
productions his school is associated with.

Fortunately, he has also been around during the 
Bearkat rise into a Football Championship SubDivision 
power, including two national title game runs.

“When I was in school, football was not good,” 
Barfield said. “So to see the way that this whole 
program has grown in the time I have been here … 
going to those back-to-back national championship 
games (2011-2012) and being a fixture in the playoffs: 

It’s been a lot of  fun.”
With his son, Avery, playing a sport he loved himself  

as a kid – soccer – it’s put the world in perspective for 
the man who lives in the bubble of  Bearkat sports.

“I can just sit back and watch,” Jason said. “I work 
in athletics and being around college athletes all the 
time, but with my son, I don’t do a lot of  coaching and 
let the coaches do that, but he can ask me questions 
and he’s wanting to play soccer in college. He can ask 
me about that process and what he needs to do. It’s 
neat to be able to give him that resource to have.”

Be it as a newspaper guy or a university media 
relations professional, it all boils down to doing the 
best work for those you write about.

“At the end of  the day I am trying to tell our story,” 
Barfield said. “It’s about finding storylines that are 
compelling. Whether it being with the newspaper or 
whatever I am doing now. We have over 400 athletes 
and we have a newspaper that tries to cover us and 
they write the features, but they can’t keep up with 
everything we have going on. It’s up to us to get that 
word out there.”
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Epicurean EveningAn

Photos by Dean West and Carol Skewes

Hosted by Baytown Chamber of  Commerce
The Epicurean Evening drew some of  Greater Baytown’s finest eateries to show off  their wares the night of  February 21.

Sponsored by ExxonMobil

1. Patient’s ER: Whitley Dorsett, Ashley Shibley, Carolyn LeJeune, Elbert de la Cruz, Jeanne Shipp, JR Rocha   2. Kara Rose, 
Josey Theal, Ramon Martinez   3. Mark & Jana Hall, Vickie & Bryan McMicken   4. Gary Englert, Sheila Crawford, Holly 
Jackson, Brian Hawthorne   5. Tiffany Bohannon, Rebecca Gonzalez, Andrea Gamble, Paula Nelson   6. Skyline Band   7. 
Emily Storm   8. Salata: Yesenia Smith, Bryan Lopez, Olga Palacios and Daniela Goalito   9. Chicken Express: Jefferson Abney   

1. 2.

3. 4.

5. 6.
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Photos by Carol Skewes and Dean West

10. Dot’s Catering: Theresa Powell, Eva Johnson and Latrice Merchant   11. Dickey’s BBQ: Eddie Christy, Kylie Hiebert, 
Tori Frick, Ed Christy and Cherish Christy   12. Junior’s Smokehouse: Junior Forrest, Dottie Tompkins, Jennifer Slaydon and 
Sheena Bryan

7.
8.

9. 10.

11. 12.
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2019 Jailbreak Run
Project Blue

Photos by Carol Skewes

1.  Walkers and runners get an early morning start for the 9th annual Jail Break Run.   2. Mark Guthrie ran the Ruck  for the 
late Major Brett Niles.   3. Ken Pruett ran the Ruck for the late Bobby Tyson Paulk.   4. A Jail Break Race runner incognito

The 2019 Jail Break Run, the ninth annual, 
includes a 5K, ½-marathon and a ruck 
(1/2-marathon carrying a 35-pound 
backpack). The event raises funds for the 
police charity, Project Blue, providing funds 
for police officers facing non-service-
related illness and injuries. The event was 
originally organized by the late Mary Pinney 
who died in a tragic camping accident last 
year. 
Mary had formed the 501(c)(3) and the 
race in 2010 to honor her brother, the late 
Marcus Lee Zaruba, a Sugar Land Police 
Officer who died from an aggressive form 
of  cancer.
Mary’s husband, Marc Pinney, her parents, 
Dr. Jim and Margie Zaruba, and other family 
members are carrying on the tradition of  
the Jail Break Run and Project Blue. It was 
the biggest race to date. 
The 2019 race could have been rained out 
with an 80 percent chance of  thunderstorms, 
but the clouds were held at bay until every 
runner and walker finished and the tents 
were taken down. And then it poured.

See the video at: www.baytownsun.com

1.

2.

3.

4.
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1. Henry Thompson with his art. 2. From Left Kerry McClahan, Chad Sebastien 
and Melissa Valencia, all of Lee College. 
3. Virgin Islands’ Mocko Jumbies (stilt dancers) Left to right: Katricia Maduro, 
Soleil Carter, Elise Toussaint, Evans Reid and Morgan Reid. 
4. Vocalist Ke’Erron Sims. 5. Vocalist Shanead Sims 6. Galaxy Band

1.

2.

3.

4. 5.

6.

Baytown 
Festival

Taste of  the Caribbean

39Greater Baytown March 2019
Photos by Carol Skewes
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1.

2.
3.

4.

1. Jacob and Mackenzie Day attend the 2019 Daddy and Me dance. 2. Kevin 
and Kinsley Allen take a break at The Daddy and Me Dance. 3. Joel Graham 
and his daughter, Ariyana, enjoy the last slow song. 4. BFF’s, Serenity Tolman, 
left and Zoey Hart pose for the camera at The Daddy and Me Dance.
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5.

8.
10.

6.

9.

7.

5. Zuri and Adrian Roberson pose for the camera at the Daddy and Me Dance. 6. Edwin and Edwina Bracero slow dance. 
7. Kevin and Kinsley Allen take a break at The Daddy and Me Dance 8. Stori and Scott Zacher pose for the camera at the 
Daddy and Me Dance. 9. Ryan Hutchinson and his daughter, Leila, enjoy a slow dance. 10. Shontele Williams of the Parks 
and Recreational Department posed with her daughter, Codee Lewis and attendees, Kenli Lagrone and Kiara Infante at the 
2019 Daddy and Me Dance.
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1. Attorney Weston Cotten 2. Crystal Ivey of Luna’s, Baytown Chamber President Tracey Wheeler, Shiela 
McDonald of Capital Bank, Brandon James of Office Depot and Jack Adcox, owner of Daniel’s Meat Market 

3. Kathy Jaeger, Yvette Spencer, Wanda Conley and Mike Nebgen 4. Karla Opryshek and Robert Mauch  
5. Jack Adcox and Ray Herrera

1.

2.

4. 5.

3.

Daniel’s
Meat market
C h a m b e r  m i x e r



Introducing Senior Living at The Lodge at Pine Creek  

Reserve Your Home Today 832-581-4001

825 Hunt Road | Baytown, Texas 77521 | 832-581-4001 | www.lodgeatpinecreek.com�

The Lodge at Pine Creek o�ers a perfect blend of living 
options, from Independent Living cottages and apartments to 
Assisted Living and Memory Care, providing top-tier service 
and amenities in Baytown, Texas. Our 17-acre campus will have 
217 units total with 17 floor plans available, ranging from 350 
to 1820 square feet, to meet whatever living option you are 
seeking. Leave the everyday routines to us, so that you can 
take advantage of the adventure and possibilities of a socially 
engaging community.

Independent Living Townhome-style Cottages

• Private entrance with attached two-car garage
• Covered porch with lake view
• Fully equipped, spacious kitchen
• All maintenance included
• Housekeeping service
• Access to all community services and amenities

Independent Living Apartments

• Housekeeping service
• Access to all community services and amenities

Assisted Living

• Single-story resort-style environment
• Customized care plan and medication management
• Restaurant-style dining
• Weekly cleaning and laundry services
• Social events and activity rooms

Memory Care

• Secure and caring environment for residents with 
memory-related disorders or Alzheimer’s

• Special nutritional program
• Memory-focused activity program

Independent Living Apartments

Cottage Living

Now Leasing!

Assisted Living and Memory Care

Join our Limited Founder’s Club and save up to $2,500




