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OUTSMARTING CANCER 
TAKES  LEADING MEDICINE.

At Houston Methodist Cancer Center, our teams of nationally recognized 

specialists are fi nding new ways to outsmart cancer, while delivering 

the most advanced treatments and comprehensive care available. From 

screenings to diagnosis and cutting-edge treatments, our leading cancer 

care is available at all seven locations across Greater Houston, so you 

can focus on healing, surviving and thriving.

Visit houstonmethodist.org/outsmartcancer or call 281.428.2273
to fi nd a doctor in your area. 

Houston Methodist Cancer Center 
at Baytown
4021 Garth Rd.
Baytown, TX 77521



December 14-15  7:30 PM  December 16  2:30 PM
The Performing Arts Center   Lee College, Main Hall

The Lee College Performing arts center
Presents

Featuring 
The bay Area Houston Ballet and Theatre

And
Members of The Baytown Symphony Orchestra

Special Thanks to

BAYT    WN
visit

TEXAS

COMING SOON  
TO THE LEE COLLEGE  

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
J A N U A R Y

TNT Quad Festival
Main Performance Hall 1/18, 1/19 

F E B R U A R Y
StarQuest International Dance 
Contests

All Areas 2/1 | 1:30-11:30 pm
  2/2, 2/3 | 7 am - 11:30 pm

Theophilus North
Black Box Theatre 2/15, 2/16 | 7:30 pm

M A R C H
Theophilus North

Black Box Theatre 3/1, 3/2 | 7:30 pm
 3/3 | 2:30 pm

Baytown Symphony Orchestra
Main Performance Hall 3/2 | 7:30 pm

Jennifer McClish Art Exhibit
Gallery 3/4 – 4/12

TNT Festival @ LC PAC
Main Performance Hall 3/13, 3/14, 
 3/15, 3/16

GCCISD HS Choir Pre-UIL
All Areas 3/19 | 7 am - 1 pm

Spring Sing
Black Box Theatre 3/21 | 7:30 pm

StarQuest International Dance 
Contests

All Areas 3/22 | 1:30-11:30 pm
 3/23, 3/24 | 7 am - 11:30 pm

Reception
Gallery 3/26 | 2-4 pm

A P R I L
UIL OAP One Act Play Performance

All Areas 4/4, 4/5 | 2 pm
Jazz @ Lee College

Main Performance Hall 4/12 | 7:30 pm
Classics for Classes  
From The Lee College Players

Black Box Theatre 4/19 , 4/20 | 7:30 pm
Art Student Show

Gallery
Exhibit: 4/22 – 5/7
Reception: 4/25 | 2-3 pm

Classic for Classes  
From The Lee College Players

Black Box Theatre 4/26 , 4/27 | 7:30 pm
 4/28 | 2:30 pm

Baytown Concert Band
Main Performance Hall 4/26 | 7:30 pm

M AY
Baytown Symphony Orchestra

Main Performance Hall 5/4 | 7:30 pm



BAYTOWN

Paris Sims (left) and Aniya Frierson 
sled down a hill at Town Square during 
Snow Day in January. 

Baytown Parks and Recreation have 
assembled the Town Square Ice Rink 
and the Christmas tree in the center 
for this season. People of  all ages are 
welcome. The rink is open Monday-
Sunday from 6 to 10 p.m., closed on 
Christmas Day. On New Year’s Eve, the 
rink is open from 2 to 6 p.m. and closed 
New Year’s Day. The rink will close 
the day after Snow Day. Fees are $8 for 
children under 48” and $10 for people 
48” and above. Skates are included. 
Snow Day is set for January 12.

Please contact 281-422-1151 for more 
information.
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It’s the Christmas season - the most wonderful time 
of  the year. December is one of  my favorite months. 
It’s a time for family get togethers, gift-giving, a time 
to remember loved ones, decorating and baking. It’s 
a time to reflect on the year and make plans and 
resolutions for the new year. 

There is lots of  excitement around Baytown this 
month. Events on Texas Avenue are in full swing. 
The Brunson finally has a brand new sign, the ice rink 
on Town Square is buzzing with kids of  all ages, and 
Parks and Recreation are making plans for Snow Day.

Our December issue of  Greater Baytown includes 
lots of  great stories. An orament painted by a Crosby 
ISD student will be represented in the Texas House 
Chamber (pg. 8). Read about a successful REL band 
member who is autistic on pgs. 10-13; and on pgs. 18-19 
we feature a woman who received an AncestryDNA kit 
and later met her sisters for the very first time.

I want to thank you all for a great year. I have truly 
enjoyed hearing so many of  your stories and meeting 
you and your families through my photography and 
writing. I am looking forward to 2019. I wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Preslie Cox
Lifestyle Editor
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Robert E. Lee High School senior and band member, Nathaniel 
Contreras stands in front of the school holding his cymbols. Read 
about Nathaniel’s story and his plans after high school on pgs. 
10-13

VOL. 2, NO. 12
All material herein c. 2018, Southern Newspapers Inc., dba 
The Baytown Sun 1301 Memorial Drive Baytown, Texas 77520. 
No material herein may be reproduced in whole or in part by 
any means, including electronic retrieval systems, 
without written permission of the publisher.
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Santa and the Jingle Bell:

I believe my enchantment with Santa and the bell began when I 
watched “The Polar Express” with my daughter. That day, with the 
soft jingle of  a bell, the wonder of  a magical man bearing all my wishes 
and dreams entered my heart.

Perhaps it was the warmth of  the lights shining in the darkness like 
an animated Thomas Kinkade painting or the silver bell whose jingle 
only believers could hear. It may have even been Santa’s resemblance 
to another man I have only imagined, yet not seen – God – for he is 
kind, omniscient and the giver of  all good things. 

The Nutcracker:

I first saw the Nutcracker ballet as a child. There began my lifelong 
fascination with the grace and beauty of  ballet. In the spirit of  
tradition, my mother and I shared that treasure with my daughter when 
the performance came to Lee College in 2014. 

The Gingerbread House:

My mother-in-law loves to buy gingerbread houses and cookies for 
the grandchildren to decorate each Christmas season. It was in this 
spirit that I began to buy my own for my family to make at home. Our 
gingerbread houses were always a unique expression of  creativity. My 
daughter is more artistic than I, so I followed her lead as construction 
manager. 

Just as some communities come together to build houses, the 
construction of  gingerbread dwellings brought us all together around 
the table. Conversation and laughter punctuated with concentration 
filled the air as we created more than a house made of  gingerbread. We 
created the very essence of  home. 

Cup of  Cocoa:

One chilly Christmas morning several years ago, my mother came 
bearing gifts – mugs of  hot chocolate, to be precise. We fellowshipped 
over this unexpected delight, a time which lives on as one of  my 
favorite Christmas memories. 

The winter James Avery released the cup of  cocoa charm, I added 
it to my Christmas charm bracelet to commemorate the warmth we 
shared that morning – and, as I learned, memories to come.

During a holiday visit to the San Antonio River Walk, the chill sent 
us scurrying inside in search of  warmth in the form of  hot chocolate. 
My niece and daughter retreated to the hotel balcony, cups in hand. 
As their conversation and laughter spilled over into the night, I smiled. 
The view from the balcony is a sight to behold, indeed.

Angel of  Peace:

Angels brought the good news of  Jesus’ birth to the shepherds, but 
that is not the only reason I wear this charm. There was one holiday 
season in particular during which I felt as if  we were living in one of  
Thomas Kinkade’s painted houses, the light within bearing witness to 
the life inside. My mother-in-law has a Christmas angel pendant that I 
associated with that time, but it has since been retired by James Avery. 
I bought the angel charm last year because it represented how I felt 
that season – at peace. 

Noel Nativity:

Traced back to its Latin roots, noel means “birthday.” We celebrate 
the birth of  Christ on Christmas day with the gathering of  family and 
the exchange of  gifts. Indeed, the spirit of  giving was born of  the 
heart of  God, who sent his son to us as a gift wrapped in swaddling 
cloth.

SPIRIT OF THE SEASON

A Christmas Story

The story of  my charm bracelet is not yet complete. I will add the Adorned Christmas Tree charm to my collection 
this season. Tales yet untold await, and one day I shall memorialize them in silver and in ink.

6 Greater Baytown December 2018

As is the Texas tradition, I own a plethora of  James 
Avery jewelry. Especially sacred to me is my Christmas 
charm bracelet, specially dedicated to the symbols and 
delights of  the season. For many, charms are imbued with 
great meaning. They represent the events and moments 
that make up a life, linked together by the passage of  time. 

Indeed, my charms tell a tale of  wonder, love and 
peace. Here are the stories of  each charm, great and small.

Stacy Parent
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Stacy’s James Avery Christmas charm bracelet.

Above: The Parent gingerbread house built circa 
2012 Left: The San Antonio River Walk as seen 
from an Omni La Mansión del Rio hotel balcony 
during the Christmas season.

Photos by Stacy Parent



A symbol of  Crosby ISD will be represented in the 
Texas House Chamber this holiday season, as Crosby 
ISD 10th grader Leilani Siritham’s work will hang from 
the branches of  the House Chamber’s 23-foot Virginia 
Pine Christmas tree. 

The tree is decorated annually with ornaments from 
the 150 state representative districts. 

This year, Rep. Briscoe Cain’s office reached out to 
Crosby ISD to commission a student with the honor. 

Out of  the many entries, Siritham won the contest with 

an ornament that depicts an American winter wonderland 
and features mountains, the ocean and Old Glory.   

This year, the tree will be on display from Nov. 29 
through Jan. 2. 

The Texas House Chamber also develops photo 
albums of  all the ornaments currently on display to 
provide a closer look at the handcrafted treasures that 
have been received this year. 

To take a closer look at Siritham’s ornament, visit 
https://house.texas.gov/resources/holiday-ornaments/.

SPIRIT OF THE SEASON

Winning ornament in Texas House

By Christopher James

8 Greater Baytown December 2018
Contributed photos

Clockwise from left: Leilani Siritham holding her ornament; Bergundi Cain and Leilani Siritham; Leilani 
Siritham’s painted ornament



Houston Methodist Baytown is expanding  
to meet our community’s needs.
Our expansion includes the most advanced technology and procedures  

available to ensure patients receive the highest quality treatment and  

care — right here in our community. Houston Methodist is committed  

to bringing Leading Medicine to Baytown and the surrounding  

communities. The new facility expansion will include:

• New emergency department and enhanced specialty care

• Additional inpatient beds and operating rooms using the most  
advanced technology

• A new Outpatient Care Center offering:

- Breast Care Center
- Imaging services
- Occupational Health Clinic
- Orthopedics and sports medicine

W. BAKER RD.
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HOUSTON METHODIST 
PRIMARY CARE GROUP

HOUSTON METHODIST 
PRIMARY CARE GROUP

HOUSTON METHODIST 
PRIMARY CARE GROUP 
Opening January 2019

HOUSTON METHODIST 
BAYTOWN HOSPITAL

WE’VE CHANGED OUR NAME.
OUR COMMITMENT REMAINS THE SAME.

Visit houstonmethodist.org/baytown or call 281.428.2273  
to schedule an appointment.

- Physical and  
occupational therapy

- Primary care
- Surgical services
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BAYTOWN LIFE

A day in the life
a parent’s perspective of raising a child with autism

By Preslie Cox

Being a parent to an autistic child can come 
with an abundance of  challenges, but can 
also bring a rare form of  happiness. For one 
Baytown family, learning that their son was 
autistic changed everything.

Alberto Contreras and his wife have raised 
two sons. Their youngest, Nathaniel, was 
diagnosed with autism at the age of  5. He was 
a happy child, but when Nathaniel stopped 
talking suddenly, his parents knew there was 
something wrong. Raising Nathaniel has been 
filled with difficulty, love and hope.

After Nathaniel’s diagnosis, the family had 
to make several adjustments to their lifestyle. 
Alberto was forced to retire to be able to help 

full-time with Nathaniel’s challenges, both at 
home and at school. Nathaniel’s mom was 
forced to find a job.

When Nathaniel reached sixth grade, his 
father had a meeting with life skills faculty 
to review plans for Nathaniel during his 
time in junior high. The staff  encouraged 
Nathaniel to pursue something artistic. 
Alberto had Nathaniel’s best interest in mind 
and suggested that he join the junior school’s 
band. The life skills teachers agreed and made 
adjustments for Nathaniel. When Nathaniel 
was first diagnosed with autism, his doctor 
encouraged his parents to get him involved in 
music.

Nathaniel’s experience in band got off  to a 
rocky start. “Things didn’t go too well,” said 
Alberto. “He got kicked out of  the band.” 
It was difficult to find a band director who 
would really take their time to teach Nathaniel 
everything he needed to know in the class. 
That all changed and challenges were accepted 
when the school hired a new band director; 
Nathaniel was accepted back into band. “With 
autistic kids, you have to know how to deal 
with them. It’s not just like you can tell a kid 
‘go do this’. You have to talk to them and 
make them realize what has to be done,” said 
Alberto. Being a teacher and having an autistic 
student in the class requires patience, time and 

Photos by Preslie Cox



11Greater Baytown December 2018



12Greater Baytown December 2018

understanding. 
Nathaniel’s father said the new band 

director really took his time with Nathaniel 
and really started listening. However, that 
director left and took a new position at 
a different school. Another new director 
was hired at Cedar Bayou and made all the 
difference with Nathaniel being in band. 
“He just worked with him and worked with 
him. As a matter of  fact, Nathaniel actually 
won first place in a drum competition,” said 
Alberto.

Alberto’s oldest son was in band all four 
years at Robert E. Lee High School and 
Alberto used to drive the instrument truck 
to games and UIL competitions. Nathaniel 
rode right along with his father and got to 
experience early on what the band life was 
like. “He picked up on it. He learned the 
school songs and all of  that,” said Alberto. 

Working with the new director, Nathaniel 
progressed in band and became successful 
playing the chimes. With special one-on-
one teaching and a great deal of  patience, 
Nathaniel caught on fairly quick. Even when 

Nathaniel wanted to rest or not participate 
in class, his band director really encouraged 
him to keep playing. This sparked interest in 
Alberto, the junior school band director and 
Nathaniel to further pursue participating in 
band in high school at Lee.

When Nathaniel started 9th grade, the band 
director had already received word about 
Nathaniel’s condition and the work it would 
take to help him be successful. He was excited 
to have Nathaniel in his class and be a part 
of  the REL band. Nathaniel has participated 
in several UIL band competitions, played at 
Friday night football games and even got to 
march at the Alamo Bowl in 2016. He is a 
senior at Lee and has succeeded at playing 
the cymbals, drums and chimes and has even 
gotten to where he has memorized all of  his 
sheet music.

Reflecting back, Alberto can recall all the 
time he spent with Nathaniel at school to 
help him be successful and make his time at 
school a little less challenging. Alberto said 
he couldn’t rely on every teacher to truly help 
Nathaniel. “I believe now that if  you have a 

child that is autistic, there has to be something 
for them,” said Alberto.  “But you know 
what? You as a parent have to be on top of  it. 
You can’t just throw it to the teacher and say 
‘ok, teach them. You have to be there.” 

Since retirement, Alberto has spent a great 
deal of  time with helping Nathaniel and 
assisting with his life skills classes in school. 
He volunteers his time to take the class on 
special trips such as to the Houston Rodeo, 
is present in the classroom, cooks for the 
class for their picnics and even helps out 
Nathaniel’s teacher at times. Alberto said 
he probably spends 95% of  his time with 
Nathaniel and that Nathaniel depends solely 
on him. He also said all of  the time and 
patience he has devoted has been a rewarding 
experience. “I’ve had so much fun, especially 
going to the Alamo Bowl and seeing my own 
son march in the band,” said Alberto.

Alberto says every autistic child is different. 
They are all talented in some way and capable 
of  doing something; they just need that extra 
push. “There’s kids there that are good at art, 
there’s some good kids that can sing. But you 

Photo by Preslie Cox
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(281) 573-3339  | 7532 FM 3180 | Baytown, Texas 77523
Mon-Fri:  9:30am-5:30pm Sat: 10am - 3pm

have to kind of  be there all the time and push 
them, and show them that’s what they have to 
do,” said Alberto.

Alberto said there are a lot of  
misconceptions about kids with autism. 
He reflected upon a time when his family 
was at a restaurant for dinner. Alberto had 
to specifically tell the waitress to bring 
Nathaniel’s food first due to him not having 
the patience to wait long enough. “I told her, 
‘whatever you do, fix his first. Don’t worry 
about us’,” said Alberto. He said Nathaniel 
began to scream and his family tried to calm 
him down but it was near impossible. “Then 
a man comes over to my table and starts 
screaming and hollering at me, ‘you need to 
control your kid’,” said Alberto. He calmly 
had to explain to the man that he didn’t 
understand the problems Nathaniel had. “A 
lot of  people just don’t know,” said Alberto. 
“They think they are spoiled, or they just 
think they are having their way. But when you 
have an autistic kid, things are different. They 
are really different.”

Alberto has become an advocate and a 
voice for kids in the autistic community 

throughout Goose Creek CISD. He tries to 
always help Nathaniel but also feels important 
to help other autistic children. “I know there 
is a need there,” said Alberto. “These kids 
need more help because the school district 
only does so much.” Alberto requests a list 
of  things from Nathaniel’s teacher that the 
class needs and he takes it upon himself  to 
provide for the class. He has visited with 
the school district to encourage them to 
implement a system for life skills students to 
visit the high school they will attend and have 
their own form of  new student orientation. 
“If  something isn’t happening, as a parent 
you have to do something,” said Alberto. 
Shortly after his visit, a woman volunteered 
to bus the life skills students to Lee to visit 
the campus and meet their teachers. Alberto 
wishes there were more opportunities and 
programs available for autistic children in 
Baytown. “You know, I think these kids need 
to be recognized just like the football team 
or basketball team,” said Alberto. “There’s a 
lot of  things the community needs to know 
about these autistic kids.” Alberto plans to 
volunteer his time at Lee High School even 

after Nathaniel graduates.
The future is bright for Nathaniel. He has 

plans to start courses at Lee College, with a 
specific interest in computers. On Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, Nathaniel asks his father to 
take him to the Sterling Library to spend time 
on the computers to type. Alberto eventually 
wants to encourage Nathaniel to find a job 
in Baytown that will allow him to participate 
in a “earn while you learn” program. After 
Nathaniel graduates, Alberto plans to visit 
Lee College to meet with a counselor to put 
together a specific plan for Nathaniel.

Nathaniel and Roberto during a school party.



What happens to the son of  a mother who makes a poor 
choice and ends up behind bars? What happens to the daughter 
of  a father who is convicted of  a crime and can no longer be 
there to raise her? There are 2.7 million children in America who 
have a parent in prison. When a parent goes to prison, the court 
appoints a close relative or friend to care for the child during this 
hard and sometimes lengthy time. 

In an effort to lighten this burden and keep these children 
connected to their incarcerated parents, Angel Tree Ministry was 
founded in 1982 by a former prisoner named Mary Kay Beard. 
Caring donors have provided over 10 million gifts to children 
that are a part of  the Angel Tree Prison Fellowship Program.

Melinda Garcia is the Angel Tree volunteer coordinator at 
Second Baytown church. She coordinates monthly meals for the 
Angel Tree families in the Baytown area. Donations for meals 
and gifts are collected year-round. Gifts are given on birthdays, 
holidays and some gifts are even provided for the loving 
caregivers that go out of  their way every day for these children.  

Angels among us
SPIRIT OF THE SEASON

Angel Tree Ministry serves local families

By Natalie Seifert-Chapa

Angel Tree children playing air hockey game at Second Baytown 
church.
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“Volunteering as the Angel Tree 
Coordinator at Second Baytown 
Church gives me the opportunity 
to be the hands and feet of  Jesus to 
greater Baytown’s most vulnerable 
and at-risk children who have been 
affected by having an incarcerated 
parent. The program is unique as 
we provide supportive services in a 
non-judgmental way to the children 
and their caretakers not only during 
Christmas, but throughout the entire 
year. It truly has been my honor 
over these past seven years to serve 
alongside great volunteers who have 
a heart to serve and care for the 
needs of  our Angel Tree families,” 
remarks Melinda Garcia.

Along with serving meals and 
loving gifts, Angel Tree volunteers 
share the Gospel through helpful 
lessons and small group discussions. 
This Christmas, Angel Tree aims 
to increase their tangible efforts to 
share God’s love by providing as 
many families as possible with a full-
text children’s Bible and a colorful 
Christmas storybook that tells the 
story of  Jesus’ birth. These extra 
gifts are only possible if  more kind 
people donate to this life-changing 
ministry.

While in prison, an incarcerated 
parent can sign up their child to be a 
part of  Angel Tree. Then donations 

provide that child a gift that is 
given to the child on behalf  of  that 
parent. Each caregiving family will 
also have the opportunity to receive 
a full-text English or Spanish Bible. 
As a result, many prisoners and 
their children come to know Christ. 
Family relationships are restored and 
these at-risk children have a better 
chance at living a life that doesn’t 
lead them down the wrong path.

“It has been a tremendous 
blessing for our church to be 
involved in Angel Tree over the 
past 10 years. We are so grateful for 
our Angel Tree families allowing 
us to serve them, and we are so 
appreciative of  our church members 
who volunteer faithfully in this 
ministry. While we love providing 
a Christmas gift to every child each 
year, it is also a wonderful blessing 
for our church to be involved in the 
year-round Angel Tree program,” 
said Mark Stafford, Associate Pastor 
of  Second Baytown Church.

Donations for Prison Fellowship’s 
Angel Tree Program are accepted 
online at prisonfellowship.
org. Follow a local division of  
this ministry on Facebook @
secondbaytownangeltreeministry. 
For volunteer and local donation 
information, email Melinda Garcia 
at AngelTree@secondbaytown.org.

Photos by Melinda Garcia

Above: Angel Tree families learn a tangible lesson 
on how Christ can help lift their burdens at Second 
Baytown church. Left: Second Baytown Angel Tree 
ministry brings registered families to iT’Z Family Food 
and Fun to enjoy a meal and activities.

Angel Tree families line up to be served a meal at 
Second Baytown by ministry volunteers.
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A piece of  Baytown history captured in a 
portrait will now reside within the walls of  
City Hall.

Mark David Sherron recently presented 
Baytown council with the portrait, 
which  depicts a scene from one of  the 
movies that made the town famous – 
“Hellfighters.” 

Sherron said his parents - A. David 
(Dave) and Doris Moller Sherron – 
commissioned Albert L. Tauch to create 
the portrait. It depicts an oil blowout 
on Bayland Island during the filming of  
the movie, which starred John Wayne. It 
was painted in 1983 and titled “Baytown, 
Texas.”

Tauch, who died in 1998, was a Baytown 
artist that painted scenes of  the local 
oil fields. He retired from ExxonMobil, 
formerly known as Humble Oil, and served 
in World War II with the U.S. Navy Seabees, 
serving in Guam.

“The painting is history. You cannot 
beat or deny history,” Sherron said. “It is 
a depiction of  history at Bayland Island. 
Nobody can claim that, only Baytown can.”

Sherron and his immediate family were 
witnesses to the actual blowout courtesy of  
John Wayne himself. 

“When the movie was announced at 
Bayland Island, they said it would be a 
blowout,” Sherron said. 

Sherron said his sister had appendicitis at 
the time.

“She went to the hospital, but when she 
heard John Wayne was coming, she wrote 
a letter and asked for a signed photograph 
from him,” Sherron said. “He not only did 
that, but he also sent tickets to us to tour 
the area and have lunch with him. It was 
such a memorable moment to our young 
family. I was just a kid. It was so neat.”

Sherron said he and his family saw the actual 

Painting depicting Baytown’s
Hollywood history hangs in City Hall

LOCAL HISTORY

By Matt Hollis

Hellfighters painting
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Shop this month for our
 best deals ever!

TSO
TEXAS STATE OPTICAL

TM

301 West Texas Avenue Baytown, TX
281-427-7374 

 www.tsobaytown.com

Time is running out...
Use your benefi ts before they expire!

Chris Warford, O.D.Brandon Moderhack, O.D. Christopher Mathews, O.D.

Book an
 appointment 

today! 

CONTACT US!
FOR ALL YOUR AWARD & PERSONALIZATION NEEDS!

From trophies to plaques-

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!
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blowout used in the movie. 
“We were told when it was going to happen,” he said. “At that 

time, Highway 146 to Goose Creek Field had one road, and it 
was a two-way. John Wayne told us where to be and when, so we 
saw it blow up. It was something you never forget.” 

Sherron said Wayne also sent them passes to go to the Palms 
Motel on North Alexander Drive, where they filmed a scene for 
the movie.

“At the office, he was acting like he was mad, pulling out in his 
car and scratching rubber,” Sherron said. “They filmed that many 
times. So, we also saw some of  the production going on.” 

Sherron recalled his interactions with John Wayne, who many 
consider a film legend.

“He was polite but man-polite. He was gruff,” he said. “He 
would not bend over for you, and not do anything extra for you. 
He knew he was the title guy. It was like if  Paul Newman walked 
in. You’d know it was him and he would not do anything for you. 
But Wayne was a nice guy and gave us passes to eat with him, and 
then to go to Bayland Island and the Palms Motel.”

Mayor Stephen DonCarlos was pleased with Sherron for 
donating the painting.

“We appreciate the thoughtfulness of  the Sherron family in 
their generous donation of  the painting to the city,” DonCarlos 
said. “The painting vividly portrays an exciting event in our 
history that many of  our younger citizens don’t know about-
when Hollywood came to Baytown.”

A. David Sherron Doris Moller Sherron
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Sarah Bullard was born in Texas and moved 
to Illinois at a young age. Sarah grew up with 
an older brother, Ryan Bullard, a younger 
sister, Bonnie Penshorn, and the knowledge 
of  an older sister who was born in Texas and 
placed for adoption years before they were 
born. She grew up not knowing the identity 
of  her birth father. Her mother, Elizabeth 
Bullard Penshorn, was planning on telling 
her his identity when she was older, but 
unfortunately she never got that chance. Her 
mother died in a car accident in 2001. 

On Christmas of  2017, Sarah received a 
gift of  an AncestryDNA kit from her fiancé, 
J.P. Rice. She sent in her sample and received 
her results on January 26, 2018. She noticed 

a match of  a woman named Melissa Ellison 
with a relationship prediction of  being 
somewhere between close family and a first 
cousin. Because of  limited knowledge of  
relatives on both sides of  her family, she had 
no clue whether Melissa was a match on her 
maternal or paternal side.

In July of  2018, Sarah received a Facebook 
message from Natalie Seifert-Chapa. Natalie 
wrote that she was placed for adoption in 
1980 and was doing a search for her birth 
parents when she learned from her search 
angel that she had half-siblings that were 
on Facebook. Sarah was shocked, but then 
realized this was the sister her mother had 
placed up for adoption. Later, the girls 

were confirmed as half-sisters by their 
AncestryDNA match. The relationship 
prediction was somewhere between close 
family and a first cousin. 

As Sarah and Natalie began to have 
conversations by messaging and over the 
phone, Sarah mentioned to her that she had 
another high match that was not a shared 
match between the two of  them. This proved 
Melissa had to be related on her paternal side. 
Natalie decided to contact her search angel for 
assistance as a collaborator on AncestryDNA. 
The search angel determined that Melissa and 
Sarah shared the same birth father, Stephen 
Ellison. Natalie told Sarah who her birth 
father was and that Melissa was her half-sister. 

DNA magic

BAYTOWN LIFE

sisters meet for the first time

By Natalie Seifert-Chapa
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“Years ago I accepted the 
fact that I would never know 
who my biological father was, 
but now that I know; I feel 
like my puzzle is complete and 
I have an overall feeling of  
completeness,” said Sarah.

September 1, 2018, the 
search angel contacted Melissa 
and informed her that her 
half-sister was wishing to 
contact her. Melissa was 
confused to learn she had a 
sister she never knew about, 
but was excited to make this 
new family connection. 

“When I heard her voice 
over the phone, I felt like it 
was home, full of  love, like 
I found a missing part of  
myself  that I didn’t know 
I was missing. I was over 
the moon with joy!” recalls 
Melissa.

Melissa’s daughter, Brett 
Brown, arranged a special trip 
so the long lost sisters could 
meet. On October 14, Melissa 
and Brett drove eight hours 
from Ohio to Illinois. Melissa 
remembers being nervous as 
she saw the exit come into 
view. Her eyes teared up and 
she took a few deep breaths 
to settle herself  as they pulled 
in the driveway. As soon as 
she saw Sarah, she gave her a 
big hug and she didn’t want to 
let go. 

“I never felt so welcomed 
by a family member on my 
dad’s side of  the family like 
I did with Sarah along with 
meeting the rest of  her 
family,” remembers Melissa. 

“It just felt natural, not 
awkward at all, she felt like 
home!” said Sarah.

Left: Sisters, Sarah Bullard and Melissa Ellison Above: Melissa 
Ellison (left), Sarah’s daughter, Ryanna Bullard, Sarah Bullard 
and Bonnie Penshorn Below: Cousins, Brett Brown and Ryanna 
Bullard

Contributed photos
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1. Born in Goose Creek at Lilly-Duke hospital, and if  a girl my name 
might have been Minnie Pearl after both of  my grandmothers, Minnie and 
Pearl.

2. Thirty years later, I did a show with the real Minnie Pearl in Memphis 
and I told her the story. She laughed and put her hat on my head and said, 
“Boy you are pretty!” 

3. At the age of  3, I was hit by a car on Christmas night and the doctors 
declared, “Tommy is a Christmas miracle.” My parents immediately moved 
the family to Lynchburg which is still called my home sweet home.

4. My first day of  school at Lynchburg Elementary a second-grade bully 
started a fight.  As we wrestled around, I almost bit his big toe off.

5. When I was 9, I sang in church a song called, “Beautiful Savior.” Many 
people cried and I said, “Why Momma?” she answered, “I cried too!”

6. I took piano lessons from the time I was 8 years old, but at the age of  
12, I quit piano lessons and taught myself  how to play like Fats Domino 
and Jerry Lee Lewis. I’m still playing!

7. Music was good to me as I performed with the Coastliners at the age 
of  18 with many hit records. The Coastliners regrouped in 1997 and we 
are still performing 21 years later. The Coastliners will soon celebrate 55 
years of  performing.

8. In 1976 I walked away from Warner Brothers in Hollywood and 
grabbed hold of  the Holy Wood.  It’s been one Heaven of  a ride! 

9. Throughout 42 years of  full-time ministry I have earned three 
Doctorate Degrees; Doctorate of  Theology, Doctorate of  Pastoral 
Counseling and a Doctorate of  Sacred Music.  I am Founder and 
President of  Love Network of  Baytown, a ministry of  40 local churches 
networking to help the poor.  I have pastored Church on the Rock of  
Baytown for over three decades and since 1990 I have served on the board 
of  Church on the Rock International, a ministry reaching the four corners 
of  the world. 

10. After traveling the world ministering in more that 25 mission trips, I 
am thankful I can come back home to OAKLAND ON BURNET BAY 
to my wife,  children and 18 grandchildren.  The Lord has blessed me to 
be a blessing!

10 things you didn’t know about

Tommy Meekins

DISCOVER

Meekins’ home, Oakland on Burnet Bay

Tommy Meekins



BettER care. 
ClosER to home.

Fast, expert care for individuals and families
in a home-like environment.

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

Locally owned and operated.
Patients Emergency Room is a Free Standing,
Full Service EMERGENCY facility open 24 hrs, 
7 days a week to treat ALL Emergencies.
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We’re all over the

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521
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We’re all over the

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

Baytown Area

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

Greater



Located at the feeder road of
I-10 & 146

Fast, expert care for emergencies big and small. We’re here 24/7.
PH: (281) 576-0555 | 10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

Thank you, Baytown, 
for voting us #1 Hometown ER AGAIN!

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Thank you Bayttownn
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LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Thank you Bayttownn

FOOD & DRINK

Classic Christmas sugar cookies

1 1/3 cup 
shortening

1 1/2 cup sugar

1 tsp grated 
orange peel

1 tsp vanilla

2 eggs

8 tsp milk

4 cups sifted all-
purpose flouf

3 tsp baking 
powder

1/2 tsp salt 

Ingredients

Preheat oven to 375°. Thoroughly cream 
shortening, sugar, orange peel and vanilla. 
Add egg; beat it until light and fluffy. Stir in 
milk. Sift together dry ingredients; blend in 
creamed mixture. Divide dough in half. Chill 
1 hour.

On lightly floured surface, roll to 1/8 inch. 
Cut in desired shapes with cutters. Bake on 
greased cookie sheet about 6-8 minutes. 
Cool slightly; remove from pan. Cool on rack. 
Decorate.

Instructions
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It’s that time again – and if  you brought 
home a plant to decorate the home, you’ll 
want it perky and thriving for the next few 
weeks at least. So here are a few tips that 
may help. The two biggest factors that will 
be issues are over-watering and dry inside air. 
That sounds like a contradiction! You can kill 
more plants by over-watering than by rarely 
watering; they just don’t like sitting in water-
logged soil if  they’re designed for life in pots. 
Plants DO breathe, and if  the air they live in 
is too dry, they can’t suck in enough moisture 
for their good health, and the ambient air 
will draw moisture out of  them to boot. 

To address the air humidity, set the plants 
near water, or perhaps in a lovely glass bowl 
filled with pebbles, with water up to, but not 
touching, the bottom of  the pot.

 Next, we need care for the newly 
purchased or gifted plant. Due to the season, 
they come in a decorative basket with a 
foil outer layer, wrapped in ribbon. They 
are moving from greenhouses in optimum 
conditions for color to our homes with 
varying light conditions, humidity levels, and 
temperature variations. Try to place them in 
bright light, but ideally not in a window. Heat 
from the sun hitting the glass will shorten 

the life of  the plant. Check the water level 
daily at first so you can establish a watering 
schedule. After a few days in your home, 
the top of  the soil will be fairly dry, and may 
even start to pull away from the edge of  the 
pot.  If  this is the case, remove the plant from 
its foil packaging, run about a cup of  water 
through the growing medium, and let it fully 
drain (no dripping from the bottom) before 
you replace it into the foil basket. Unless the 
growing medium is very thin and porous, you 
shouldn’t need to water more than once a 
week, perhaps only every other week.  

 After the holidays, repot any plants you 

December gardening
holiday plants in the home

SPIRIT OF THE SEASON
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A. Lynette Parsons

A. Lynette Parsons is a master gardener and 
Chambers County resident.
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INDUSTRY OUR GROWTH 
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want to save. Like it was just noted, the 
growing medium in greenhouse grown 
plants is usually not suited for long-term 
survival for plants. You may be able to 
successfully keep plants alive in pots, 
but you need to give them better soil to 
work with.  Poinsettias are well-known 
for having lousy long-term survival, but 
it’s due more to what they were grown in 
at the greenhouse. Cheap, easy, and fast 
kind of  describes the drive for poinsettia 
growth by commercial growers, so if  you 
want your baby poinsettia to survive, give 
it something worth wiggling its roots in.

 Do you have a Christmas cactus that 
survived from last year? Christmas cactus 
and poinsettias can stay in pots or be 
planted outside in protected areas. Planting 
in the ground in a protected area means 
southern exposure; these plants can 
freeze, so wait till spring for this project. 
If  repotting needs to be done, plant them 
in loose soil, with a lot of  organic matter, 
and make sure they can drain. The cactus, 

like poinsettias, set blooms according to 
light cycles, and need total darkness for 10-
12 hours a day for blooming. The cactus 
needs this light blockage beginning about 
September 1, and the poinsettia about 
October 1 for blooming at Christmas. 
Once the buds form on the cactus, or the 
red starts forming on the poinsettia, they 
can be treated to your home’s regular light 
schedule. And if  you do put the poinsettia 
in the ground, you may want to pinch it 
back a few times during the year to have it 
branch more. Poinsettias will grow in this 
area to over 6 feet, and they will need that 
darkness to bloom, so keep them away 
from the porch lights or plan on covering 
them with something to give them total 
darkness.

 Gloxinias and cyclamen are popular 
this time of  year. Think African violet soil 
mix for these. Kalanchoe and Christmas 
cactus take a sandier soil.  They also need 
less watering than most of  the holiday 
group. Bromeliads take their liquids in the 

cup, thank you very much. Rainwater or 
distilled water is ideal. All of  these plants 
mentioned so far can do well all summer 
long in very shady areas of  your porch or 
yard, except for the poinsettia, which will 
take all the sun it can get.

 Bulbs, like the narcissus and amaryllis, 
can go directly into your flower beds. 
The narcissus usually naturalizes, and the 
amaryllis nearly always does. Leave the 
green stuff, but you can cut the flower 
stem off. A light bulb fertilizer application 
during the year will be enough to take care 
of  their needs. You can also just plant 
them in the pot into the flower bed, and 
dig up the pot next winter to bring them 
indoors, if  you prefer.

 You may have leftover mums from 
Thanksgiving; they do amazingly well 
in the ground after they bloom. Cut the 
stems down to about two inches. They will 
bloom and spread.
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FOOD & DRINK

Slow cooker holiday wassail

1 quart apple juice

1 quart orange juice

2 cups cranberry juice

2 TBSP lemon juice

1/4 cup granulated sugar

1 tsp ground cinnamon

1 orange thinly sliced

2 cups fresh cranberries

3-4 cinnamon sticks

2 tsp whole cloves

Ingredients

1. Place everything into a 
large slow cooker and gently 
stir to mix.

2. Cook on low for four to six 
hours before serving or cook 
overnight and keep it on 
warm until ready to serve.

Instructions
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By Michael Pineda

John Leonard | Former Barbers Hill High School volleyball coach

SPORTS SCENE

The Barbers Hill volleyball program has a 
tradition of  success and it began with a fun 
loving Dallas Cowboy fan that believes life 
should be lived in a pair of  shorts.

John Leonard led the program for 13 years, 
reaching the state championship match in 
2004. He retired when his daughter Leah 
graduated, carrying a resume of  over 500 wins 
and is a member of  the Barbers Hill Hall of  
Honor. 

Quite a journey for a man who knew he 
wanted to coach at an early age.

“I grew up in Alief  and my dad would 
take me to lost of  high school and Rice and 
University of  Houston games,” Leonard said. 
“We would go to football, basketball, and 

baseball games all the time.”
It was during a doubleheader at Hofheinz 

Pavilion that Leonard asked his dad who the 
guy on the bench was. When told it was a 
coach, Leonard asked what that meant. When 
he found out the coach was in charge of  the 
team, he figured that was a heck of  a deal and 
settled on a future occupation.

“I think I was 10 and in fifth grade at the 
time,” he said. 

Leonard’s first job was at Buffalo High 
School in 1987. It was the first year for the 
volleyball team and he learned useful lessons 
that would pay off  in the future. His road led 
him to stops at Channelview and Humble. It 
was during Sunday School the wheels were set 

in motion to land at Barbers Hill.
“I was substitute teaching an adult Sunday 

School class at Cedar Bayou Methodist 
Church when a guy approached me afterward 
and said he liked what I had to say,” Leonard 
said. “I told him it was just Chapter 7 and not 
my own words. He said he wanted me to be 
the first volleyball coach at Barbers Hill and 
made me promise to check into it.”

Leonard figured why not throw his name 
into the hat and received a call to interview. 
One week later, he was offered the job at 
Steve’s BBQ.

Those lessons learned at Buffalo came 
into play at Barbers Hill. The Eagles quickly 
developed a winning team, which Leonard 

John Leonard with one of his standout teams at Barbers Hill, won 500 games as a volleyball coach in his career before retiring.
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expected.
“I was a volleyball guy who 

knew how to win,” he said. “Hiring 
coach Traci George was very 
instrumental in our success. We 
taught the kids to play smart, so 
when our skills caught up, we were 
ready to compete with anybody. 
There were a lot of  athletic girls 
at Barbers Hill that could not 
make the basketball team and were 
hungry for another girl’s program.”

Leonard would leave the 
program in 2014. He said one 
thing he learned from his dad was 
to leave the party when you are 
having fun, not when it is over. 

“I did some part-time coaching 
for two years at the Kinkaid School 
until my mom died in 2016,” 
Leonard said. “I decided then I 
wanted to be available to take care 
of  my dad and walked away from 
coaching with no regrets.”

Leonard, along with his wife 
Renee still lives in Baytown and 
enjoys it. The live the diversity and 
being able to drive into Houston 
and meet friends downtown or 
head east for crawfish boils.

“The weather is also great, I like 
to wear shorts and can do that year 
round most of  the time,” he said. 

Leonard visits his dad often 
in the same house he grew up. 
He continues to work out and 
exercise, play tracball golf, watch 
sports and drink a beer or two and 
visit friends. 

“Of  course, I love just being 
home and spending time with 
Renee,” he said. “We have a 
granddaughter now from JT, 
(Leonard’s son) and we go to San 
Antonio whenever we can to see 
her (and JT and Sabrina). Leah is 
in Austin now so we can circle by 
there and see her too.”

John Leonard 
and his wife 
Renee are both 
retired teachers 
from Barbers 
Hill. They 
spend time 
with family 
and friends 
while enjoying 
retirement.

John Leon-
ard’s father 
Tom Leonard, 
holds his great 
granddaugh-
ter Eliza Rose. 
From left, JT 
Leonard, John 
Leonard and 
Leah Leonard.



Glen Henson

Through The Baytown Project, David Berkowitz shines 
a light on everyday people in the greater Baytown 
area. Follow along at thebaytownproject.com, or on 
Facebook and Instagram.

DISCOVER

“I was driving to 
Columbus, Texas. I 
was going up there to 
work. Back then I was 
drinking, and I ran my 
truck head on into a tree. 
It was at night, and I had 
gone to sleep. I’m pretty 
sure that drinking had a 
whole lot to do with it. 

“When the law finally 
arrived, they took me to 
the hospital. My bottom 
lip was hanging there. I 
guess it hit the steering 
wheel. After they sewed 
it back together, they 
took me to the jailhouse.

“There was a woman 
deputy on duty, and she 
said, ‘I’m the only person 
with you tonight. There’s 
nobody else on this floor 
but you.’ She said, ‘If  you 
need anything, just holler.’ 
I didn’t say a word. When 
she locked those doors, I 
was holding onto the bars. 

“Then I heard an 

audible voice, just like I’m 
talking now. It said that if  
I didn’t quit doing what 
I was doing, I wouldn’t 
get another chance. I 
heard that just as plain as 
day. I’m thinking maybe 
I was hallucinating at 
the time from all the 
alcohol. Anyway, I laid 
down and went to sleep. 

“When I woke up 
the next morning, I had 
sobered up a little bit. And 
those exact words came 
back to me again, just like 
I heard the night before. 
So I fell on my knees and 
said, ‘Lord, I need help.’ 

“I kept trying to reason 
and make out why I heard 
those words. In the end, 
I have to believe that 
was the Lord talking to 
me. All I know is that I 
don’t mess with the stuff  
anymore. That’s when 
I quit drinking. I left it 
alone after that night.”

Glen Henson proudly wears a cap he received for helping build a press box 
for Highlands Little League.
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“It was 2011. At the time I was a single 
mom, and I had lost my job. I was living 
with my mom, trying to get back on my 
feet. It was one of  those Christmases that 
was really, really hard. He was at that age 
where he didn’t understand hardship. We 
had never really experienced it before. 
And he was really aggravated with me. He 
had asked for an Xbox or Playstation or 
something, and he was upset when I told 
him he wasn’t going to get it. So I decided 
I was going to try to teach him something. 

“I took $50 out of  my savings account — 
it was pretty close to the last $50 I had — 
and I went to Walgreens and bought a whole 
bunch of  candy. When I went to check out, 
the lady behind the cash register asked what 
I was going to do with all that candy. I told 
her, ‘I’m going to teach my son a lesson.’ 
She said, ‘Are you going to make him eat it 
all?’ I said, ‘No, we’re going to pass it out to 
the homeless.’ The guy behind me thought 
it was a really good idea, so he gave me $20 
toward it. And the lady behind the register 

Layton Lewis and his mother, Kimberly Kerby, lead a growing team effort to help 
the homeless.

Kimberly Kerby
and Layton Lewis

also gave me $20. So I woke Layton up early on 
Christmas Eve and told him I had a surprise for 
him. We drove to downtown Houston, just me 
and him, to the area across from Minute Maid 
Park. And we just started handing out candy to 
the homeless people there, telling them merry 
Christmas. It was a really awesome experience.”

“I was pretty young at the time, but I 
remember the effect that it had on the people. 
To see them smile or tell us Merry Christmas 
or give us hugs, that really stuck with me. 
For them, who didn’t have anything, to show 
that kind of  gratitude for such a small thing 
as candy was pretty cool. There was one 
man in particular who told me how he really 
appreciated what I was doing. He asked if  I 
made good grades in school. He asked if  I 
had been good. And he made me promise to 
stay in school and always listen to and respect 
my mom, or else I might end up like him one 
day. He made me shake his hand in front of  
everybody that I would stick to that promise.”

“When we were walking back to the car 
Layton said, ‘I want to do this again. But I don’t 
want to pass out candy. I want to pass out socks.’ 
I was like, ‘Socks?’ And he said, ‘Yes. New socks 
make your feet happy.’ That’s what started it all.”

Every year on Christmas Eve, Kimberly 
and her son, Layton, are joined by volunteers 
to hand out new socks to the homeless. Their 
organization, Layton’s Light, has provided 
more than 20,000 pairs of  socks since 2012.
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Kaitlyn McDonald

“My grandmother is the epitome of  a nana. She 
always feeds you. She always listens to you. She’s always 
there for you. She always wants the best for you. Now, 
for her and my grandfather to do this garage sale to 
help with my wedding, it’s just amazing.

“We’ve been really fortunate. The venue we wanted 
had a sale conveniently going on when we were looking, 
so we got a low price. The wedding dress I found 
went on sale the next day, so it was really cheap. I don’t 
know how, but everything is coming together. And it’s 
amazing to see how much family, friends and just life in 

general are kind of  saying, here you go.
“I used to think about what it would be like to get 

married. But after my parents divorced when I was 16, 
I didn’t know if  it would ever happen for me. I always 
hoped for it. But when you grow up with two great 
parents, then all of  a sudden it kind of  crumbles, you 
wonder if  there’s such a thing out there for you. 

“But with my grandparents, I always saw it. I still see 
it. So I know it’s there. They’ve been married almost 50 
years. Now it’s kind of  cool to have my own moment, 
where I know it’s real. We’re going to make it happen.”

Kaitlyn McDonald has plenty of reasons to be thankful for her grandmother, Maria “Lela” Buchanan.

The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz
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Animal Care Clinic
“Care” is our middle name““

6318 FM 563 South | Wallisville, TX 77597
Phone: 409-389-220 | Fax: 409-389-2266

Mon. - Thurs. 8:00am - 5:00pm
Fri. - Sat. 8:00am-12:00pm

www.carisourmiddlename.com

6318 FM 563 South | Wallisville TX 77597

Wishing you a Pawsome Holiday!
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Baytown Christmas Parade
LOCAL SCENE

Clockwise from top left: Baytown Blue Santa; Russell Hamman stands in front of the new Brunson Theater sign; 
Krisher McKay Realtors; Tatiana Valencia (left) Madison Rachal (6) and McKenzi Rachal (9); 2018 Miss Highlands 
Kaitlyn Rolin; parade guests. Many more parade photos can be found online at www.baytownsun.com.

Photos by Preslie Cox and Carol Skewes



xxx

10th Annual Christmas 
on the Hill Parade

37Greater Baytown December 2018

LOCAL SCENE

Photos by Preslie Cox

Clockwise from top left: Gerald and Josalyn Smith (back) with their son Ayden (front left), and twin daughters Aubrey (right) 
and Ava; Barbers Hill High School volleyball team; Ere Aguirre and her daughter and son Victoria, 4, and Damian, 3; Old 
River Winfree Fire Department
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LOCAL SCENE

Photos by Preslie Cox

Ladies Night Out:

Clockwise from top left: Elida Vela (left) and Irma Walton; Dr. Esther Dubrovsky, 
breast surgeon at the Houston Methodist Breast Care Center at Baytown and 
Latoya Johnson; Dr. Esther Dubrovsky; Supplies for a shoe-decorating contest; MJ 
Carter (left) and Vashti Harris

Positively Pink

Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital and the Houston Methodist Breast Care Center 
reinforced the power of  breast cancer prevention during its annual “Ladies Night Out: 
Positively Pink for Breast Health” event October 18. The evening was dedicated to breast 
care, from early detection to advanced treatment of  breast cancer and included food, 
games and giveaways. Free mammograms were also offered prior to the event.
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Andy & Kim
Muldrow

REALTORS

4515 Ferry Rd.
Baytown, TX 77520

Andy@MuldrowRealty.com
936-776-5153

Kim@MuldrowRealty.com
936-776-5161

EASTSIDE

Eastside
Each Offi ce is independently Owned and Operated

Gay Lynn Milliorn
REALTOR®

TOP PRODUCER

Cell: 832-262-6828
Offi ce: 281-839-7889

GMILLIORN73@GMAIL.COM
www.HAR.com/GayMilliorn

4515 Ferry Rd. 
Baytown, TX 77520

OUTSTANDING AGENTS
OUTSTANDING RESULTSEASTSIDE

EDD GILBERT
C:281-639-5812

O:281-839-7889
edd.g i lber t@ao l .com

Each o f f ice  is  independant ly  owned and opera ted 

Karla Opryshek
Broker/Associate

CRS, ABR, MRP, ASR, 
NHS, MCNE

281-433-2281 | 4500 N. Main
kopryshek@cbunited.com REAL ESTATE AGENT

Karla Opryshek 2017 - 2018

FIVE STAR

Karla Opryshhekk

LET’S TALK
SOLD!

281-839-3939
6316 Sjolander Road • Baytown www.batesbrinkleyrealty.com
BATES-BRINKLEY REALTY

Cassandra 
Davenport

(281) 639-0763
REALTOR®

sandydaven@verizon.net

281-839-3939
6316 Sjolander Road • Baytown www.batesbrinkleyrealty.com
BATES-BRINKLEY REALTY

Melanie
Wingate

(281) 380-2295
REALTOR®

melanie@batesbrinkleyrealty.com

281-839-3939
6316 Sjolander Road • Baytown www.batesbrinkleyrealty.com
BATES-BRINKLEY REALTY

Sherril Bates

281-381-5696

Broker/Owner

sbatesrealtor@aol.com

Residential and Commercial 
Specialist 

CHRISTINE SHEPHERD
BROKER/OWNER

Eastside
4515 Ferry Rd

Baytown, TX 77520

Cell: 281-830-3948
Offi  ce: 281-839-7889

Fax: 281-839-7909
cshepherd@remax.net

www.remaxbaytown.com

Each Offi  ce Independently Owned and Operated

Suzanne Gentry Heinrich
Realtor

1014 S. 2nd Street La Porte, TX  77571
www.mainproperties.com

Off: 281-470-0655
Cell 281-610-8964
suzyg17@hotmail.com

Main Properties
Real EstateMEET

YOUR
REALTOR

Holly Jackson
Broker/Owner

(281) 615-8410
www.hollyjackson.net

281-576-6000
10525 Eagle Dr. Suite 1
 Mont Belvieu | 77523



LOCAL SCENE

Night of Praise spectacular in Town Square

Kudos goes out to Liliana Gallegos of  
Sabor of  Mexico for organizing our Night 
of  Worship and Praise in the Town Square 
Saturday, Nov. 3.

Town Square was filled with 300+ people, 
children and adults, all praising God with 
music, prayer, and dance.  The event began 
with all denominations joining together in 
a circle for prayer and it continued with 
narration in both Spanish and English.

The Cedar Bayou Baptist Church Chorus 
was first on the stage and they were followed 
by the melodius voices of  Priscilla and 
Jasmine Garza.  EPIC Outreach and the 
EDKIDZ from Iglesia Bautista Emanuel 
entertained us with dance, and Faith 
Presbyterian Church, Grupo Aliento, and St 
Marks UMC’s Stephanie and Justin Cellum 
continued to fill the air with uplifting music.  

The concerns for our world were 
articulated through prayers that were offered 
for our schools, the City of  Baytown, and for 
peace in the world.

The most moving part for me was in the 
final song.  All participants for the evening 
were invited to go to the stage to sing ‘How 
Great is Our God’.  The language shifted 
from Spanish to English back and forth and 
the message of  the words was powerful no 
matter which language you sang in.  People all 
around Town Square raised their hands and 
sang along loud and clear.  What a sight!

It was a fantastic event from start to finish 
and the weather cooperated 100%. We are 
going to have another ‘Night of  Praise and 
Worship’ on December 9th, the day after 
Christmas on Texas Avenue.  Please put the 
date on your calendars!

Contributed by Yvonne Thomas
President, ACE District
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1. 

2. 

3. 4. 



1. Priscilla Garza 2. Prayer circle 3. Brother and sister Justin and Stephanie Cellum of St. Mark’s UMC 4. EKIDZ dancers 
5. Liliana Gallegos (center) with EPIC Outreach Ministry 6. Finale song with group from Templo Emanuel Church 7. David 
Garza of Cedar Bayou Baptist Church leading the prayer circle

Contributed photos

41Greater Baytown December 2018

5. 6. 

7. 



LOCAL SCENE

Photos by Preslie Cox and Carol Skewes
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Be Well Baytown Day

Clockwise from top left: Charlayne Johnson, 5; Goose Creek CISD employees; Public and Government Affairs for 
ExxonMobil, Connie Tilton (right) and her daughter Nicole; Zoey, 4

Be Well Baytown is an initiative of  MD Anderson sponsored by ExxonMobil, with an overall goal of  mobilizing 
the Baytown community to promote wellness and stop cancer before it starts.

The initiative unites individuals, schools, workplaces, government agencies, healthcare providers and policy-
makers to carry out community-led solutions that will make positive, long-lasting change in people’s health.

Be Well Baytown focuses on the five target health areas of  diet, physical activity, preventive care, tobacco 
control, and ultraviolet radiation (UVR) exposure.
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Clockwise from top left: Nicole Tilton (left), Connie Tilton, ExxonMobil Public and Government Affairs Manager Michael 
Ashton, Zac Ashton and Ruth Rechis PhD of M.D. Anderson; Kendall Wells (front), Abigail Gonzalez and Kristina Rodriguez; 
CATCH Committee member Kay Abbas (left) and Braylin Moore; Alex Rivera, 5; Ruth Rechis, Michael Ashton, Goose Creek 
CISD Superintendent Randal O’Brien and Councilman Charles Johnson; Michael Ashton, Elizabeth Caballero, Ruth Rechis, 
Priscilla Garza, Lori Runfield, Katie O’Sullivan, Emily Russell, Nikki Rincon and Billy Barnett

Be Well Baytown’s initiative is led in collaboration 
with Baytown Chamber of  Commerce, City of  
Baytown, Goose Creek CISD, Harris County Public 
Health, Harris Health System, Hearts and Hands of  
Baytown (a ministry of  Iglesia Cristo Viene), Houston 
Methodist San Jacinto, Lee College, Love Network of  
Baytown, Our Promise to West Baytown, United Way 
of  Greater Baytown Area and Chambers County and 
YMCA of  Greater Houston.

For more information: bewellbaytown@
mdanderson.org




