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“Once a Gander, always a Gander”

Community comes together to raise funds for REL football

Michael Pineda/The Baytown Sun

Members of the Baytown Professional Firefighters IAFF Local 1173 provided a couple of lunches for the Robert E. Lee football team during preseason workouts. 

BY MICHAEL PINEDA
michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

It didn’t take long for first year 
Baytown Lee coach Tim Finn to 
find out Gander pride is alive and 
well.

Through an outpouring of do-
nations and food, the Gander 
football program was well fed 
through preseason drills and will 
be able to purchase postseason 
meals during the season. 

“It has definitely allowed us 
to practice the way we want to 
practice,” Finn said. “In sched-
uling and taking our breaks, you 
ask the kids to come up and when 
you have a two-hour break and 
give them a snack or a meal, it 
has made a noticeable difference 
and the kids love it.”

Prior to the start of preseason 
workouts, Finn was asking about 
the booster club or identifying 
businesses for donations. From 
that point, requests were made to 
different groups of people who 
all came through with flying col-
ors.

“I don’t even know how it got 
started but that is how much peo-
ple are in tune with the needs of 
the football kids and how much 
they would like success,” Finn 
said. “They would like to see the 
kids have a great experience and 
that is part of it.”

On the first day of two-a-
days, representatives from the 
Baytown Professional Firefight-
ers IAFF Local 1173 and for-
mer Gander and city councilman 
Brandon Capetillo provided 
lunch for the team. They showed 
up while the team was working 
out and took a picture with the 
team on one of the engines. 

“I would say it was great,” Ca-
petillo said. “Different organiza-
tions all came together for a good 
cause, the Robert E. Lee football 
team, to make sure they got fed 
and the coaches got fed and to 
make sure they have a great start 
to the season.”

Capetillo said he knew the fire 
department has had a benevo-
lence fund and has looked for 

community projects to help out 
with. 

“When there is a need, they 
look to give back,” Capetillo 
said. “They always said if there 
is an event, give them a call.”

Daniel Calhoun, who serves 
as the Sergeant at Arms for the 
organization, said it was the first 
time the association had helped a 
football team.

“They reached out to Mr. Ca-
petillo for help and he reached 
out to us,” Calhoun said. “The 
citizens pay our salaries and this 
is a way to give back.”

Calhoun said Local 1173 has 

the Nito Guajardo Golf Tourna-
ment each year to raise funding 
for their benevolence fund. They  
also perform other fundraisers. 
One of the ways they give back 
is providing scholarships to stu-
dents in the Goose Creek CISD. 

“The association loves doing 
things for kids,” Calhoun said. 
“Many of us firefighters have 
children. We had quite a few that 
wanted to help out with this. The 
kids seemed very grateful which 
was nice.”

The association also donated 
barbecue sandwiches a week lat-
er to the team after its workouts. 

Former Lee baseball coach 
James Hillin also stepped up to 
the plate and raised a substantial 
amount of money. He started a 
GoFundMe page named Once 
a Gander, Always a Gander that 
raised just over $2,000. 

The money has helped buy a 
couple of breakfasts for the team 
as well as lunches and snacks. 
Money was also put into the ac-
tivity fund account for food after 
the team’s games this season.

“I appreciate the fact I was 
included in this,” Hillin said. “I 
feel like in many ways, Lee has 
been dealt a tough hand and if I 

can help out in any way, I appre-
ciate it.”

The quickness of the response 
on the GoFundMe account was 
overwhelming as the first goal 
was reached by the end of the 
first day. Hillin kept is up for two 
and a half days before taking it 
down.

“I was overwhelmed by the 
response of the ex-Ganders and 
ones that weren’t donating their 
money,” Hillin said. 

“It was really a cool thing 
to witness. Far beyond what I 
thought would come from some-
thing like that. In spite of what 
we see in the news and social 
media, there are a lot of great 
people around us.”

Also filling the gap were 
ex-players like Kenrick Griffith, 
Jeremy Gonzalez and donations 
from Joe V’s Smart Shop in 
Baytown.

“I was very happy to help 
the team,” Griffith said. “It was 
good to get to see people get to-
gether that I went to school with 
and I was honored to be part of 
the process. As a former player, 
I still take pride in the program 
and want them to turn it around. 
I hope their experiences playing 
football for Lee are as rewarding 
as ours were.”

Both Griff and Gonzalez 
spent a day handing out food to 
the players. During the work-
outs, the team received a sand-
wich with fixings on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 

Popsicles and bananas were 
delivered on Tuesday and Thurs-
day. The team was also treated to 
watermelon one day.

As far as the coaching staff 
is concerned, the sandwiches, 
chips and popsicles have been 
extremely beneficial and helped 
the team get acclimated.

“Morale is such a huge thing 
on any type of football team, ath-
letic program or even business,” 
Finn said. “It has done wonders 
for our morale and I would really 
like to thank everyone who con-
tributed to the cause.”

Michael Pineda/The Baytown Sun

Several groups came together to raise funds to feed the Gander football team or provide meals themselves. 
A GoFundMe account started by former baseball coach James Hillin raised over $2,000. A check was pre-
sented to the district to be placed within the Ganders; activity account. From left, Dr. Joseph Farnsworth, 
James Hillin, Tim Finn and Bernie Mulvaney. 

It was not a bad summer for 
Houston. And that can be pretty 
important. 

For many sports fans, the sum-
mers are spent staring at the televi-
sion waiting for their favorite sport 
to return. It offers opportunities 
for Honey-dos, the project version 
and day trips where there are trin-
kets and high quality cheeses to be 
discovered. 

The sports minded Houston fans 
earned a reprieve from football 
depravation with the dominance 
of the Astros and excitement of 
Chris Paul coming to the Rockets. 
High times for all. As for this Tex-
as Ranger fan, football couldn’t 
come quick enough. And when I 
went to my first scrimmages and 
saw Goose Creek Memorial show 
flashes of offensive precision and 
Lee’s glimpses of Dirty Bay de-
fensive dominance, my heart was 
full. And it remains full as we en-
ter the regular season. 

Of course, we have been wait-
ing for some time. Hurricane Har-
vey threw a crimp into our plans 
didn’t. We weren’t able to enjoy 

all of the regularly 
scheduled scrim-
mages. Rain has 
kept us from the 
very thing we love 
the most. And I be-
leive it is high time 
that we see some 
kids test their met-
tle on the field and 
forget about our 
worries for an eve-

ning or two. 
College football is nice and pro 

football is good because of our in-
vestments in fantasy football. But 
few things compare to high school 
football. 

Over the past month, we have 
been working on this tab, often-
times feeling as much of a fan as a 
scribe. One change is the addition 
of La Porte coverage. La Porte 
brings wonderful tradition and a 
consistent playoff program. The 
addition of its athletes onto the 
All-Area team will make it that 
much more of a reward for those 
selected. 

As always, this could not be 

done without a village of support. 
Special thanks to Jim Finley for 
his annual and much anticipated 
column contribution. I would also 
like to thank Trent Padgett and 
Doyle Barlow for their contribu-
tions. 

I would also like to thank from 
the bottom of my heart our out-
standing coaches in the area. They 
are generous in providing access 
to not only themselves but also 
their programs as well to keep you 
up to date on your favorite teams. 
This is not my first rodeo and I 
can promise you the collection of 
coaches we have are uncommon 
and I truly appreciate it.

We at The Baytown Sun also 
appreciate you the reader and your 
support. We look forward to serv-
ing you for another season that we 
hope ends with deep playoff runs. 

See you on the sideline.

Michael Pineda is the Sports 
Editor for The Baytown Sun. He 
can be reached at (281) 425-8020 
or michael.pineda@baytownsun.
com.

Thank goodness football is here

MICHAEL 
PINEDA

Michael Pineda/The Baytown Sun

Brandon Capetillo and Daniel Calhoun keep the line moving during 
one of the meals served to the Lee football team.
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Rangers look to finish what they start
Baytown Sterling

Sept. 8 at PNG   7 p.m.
Sept. 14 at Aldine Mac.  7 p.m.
Sept. 22   at Clear Lake  7 p.m.
Sept. 29   at North Shore 7 p.m.
Oct. 6  Summer Creek 7 p.m.
Oct. 13  GCM   7 p.m.
Oct. 20  at C.E. King  7 p.m.
Oct. 27  Atascocita,   7 p.m.
Nov. 3  at Kingwood  7 p.m.
Nov. 9  Channelview  7 p.m. Michael Pineda/The Baytown Sun

The path is paved  for Calvin Hill who receives a handoff from Noah Campbell during an intrasquad scrim-
mage earlier this year. 

RSS expects to build on 6-4 campaign with playoff run
BY TRENT PADGETT

sports@baytownsun.com

In 2016, the Ross S. Sterling 
football program had a head 
coach that arrived at the school 
in early June, and had to find a 
new quarterback the week before 
the season started. With those 
cards stacked against them, the 
Rangers earned a 6-4 record and 
came within one win of their sec-
ond playoff berth in 31 years.

This year, with a full offsea-
son underneath the belt of head 
coach Brett Sawyer and corner-
back-turned-quarterback Noah 
Campbell, Sterling hopes that 
they can build on their momen-
tum from last year and push 
through to the playoffs.

“We fell short of what we want-
ed. We won six games, which is a 
pretty good season, but we want 
more. We expect more,” Sawyer 
said. “Our goal again of course 
is to be a playoff team. Once me 
make it there it will be to win a 
playoff game and see where that 
takes us. The expectation level is 
there, we talked about it all off 
season and we’re going to con-
tinue talking about it.”

Having the consistency of go-
ing through the offseason know-
ing who their coach is going to 
be has helped the Rangers ac-
cording to Sawyer.

“We are so much farther ahead. 
We have more in right now than 
we had all of last year because 
we had a spring and consistency 
at those positions,” Sawyers said. 
“I think we’ve got a good senior 
group that is able to understand 
what we want done and how we 
want it done. The leadership out 
of them is a strength for us.”

Though it only has four re-
turning starters on offense, they 
present a serious threat to district 
defenses. 

In junior running back Calvin 
Hill, Sterling returns one half 
of the backfield tandem that led 
the Rangers to the most rushing 
yards per game (237.6) in a dis-
trict that featured both regional 

finalists for 6A Division I last 
season. Hill rushed for 1,036 
yards and seven touchdowns as 
a sophomore and finished fifth in 
the district rushing standings.

Replacing quarterback Quan 
Ardoin, who rushed for 1,304 
yards last season and is playing 
at Sam Houston State University 
this season, is former cornerback 
Campbell. 

“Having someone like Noah, 
who is a good kid, he under-
stands what we need out of him.”

The senior was second-team 
all-district as a safety last season 

and boasts a 4.5 second 40-yard-
dash time, matching backfield 
mate Hill. Campbell has spent 
the offseason preparing himself 
for the switch to signal caller.

“I’m really excited about this 
year,” Campbell said. “I feel like 
I’ll be more prepared this season 
and I’m ready to take on the role.

“I used to always play quarter-
back until I got to high school. I 
love throwing it and taking con-
trol.”

Also returning for the offense 
is Sterling’s leading receiver 
Kaleb Davis, who managed 271 

yards and four touchdowns on 
16 catches in 2016’s run-heavy 
offense.

“We feel good about our weap-
ons on offense,” Sawyer said. 
“It’s going to be about staying 
healthy and getting them into 
spaces so we can be successful.”

As great as the skill positions 
look for the Rangers, Sterling 
will be replacing most of its of-
fensive line.

“When you’re in high school, 
your offensive line is always a 
project. We have some good kids 
in some good spots. But we need 

more out of them,” Sawyer said. 
“We need them to step up and be 
the work horses of our offense. 
Only one of them had varsity 
playing time last year so that’s 
something we’re working on. 
We’re looking for people to step 
up and fill those positions.”

Defensively, the Rangers re-
turn six starters including line-
backers Gabriel Lopez, who had 
74 tackles last season and Tony 
Landry, who recorded 70 tackles.

Defensive lineman Johnathan 
Hawthorne, linebacker Kendrick 
Degler as well as defensive backs 
Tommy Williams and Daylon 
Stewart try to help make consis-
tent a defense that finished third 
in the district for total defense 
last season but gave up over 40 
points twice last season.

“We’re really fast defensively, 
that’s where most of our speed 
is,” Sawyer said. “We’re not 
having to teach a new scheme, 
so they know what positions 
they play, they understand what 
is expected out of that position 
and being able to get that accom-
plished on a day-to-day basis has 
been huge.”

Picked to finish sixth in District 
21-5A by Dave Campbell’s, the 
Rangers are in one of the tougher 
districts in the state, led by North 
Shore, that was a regional final-
ist, and Atascocita, that was a 
state semifinalist in 2016. King-
wood was picked to finish third 
after going to the second round 
a year ago, and Summer Creek 
is projected to finish fourth af-
ter a disappointing showing last 
season. The team that eliminated 
Sterling from playoff contention 
on the final week of 2016, Chan-
nelview is picked to finish fifth. 
Rounding out the projected bot-
tom of the district is C.E. King 
and Goose Creek Memorial, who 
struggled in their first seasons as 
Class 6A programs. 

The Rangers opened the  2017 
campaign on the road with a con-
test against Port Neches-Groves. 
The team will travel to Aldine 
MacArthur Thursday.

Michael Pineda/The Baytown Sun

Big things are expected from Calvin Hill who is ranked among the top junior running backs in the state at No. 
31. 

The Baytown Sun  
21-6A 2017 predictions

THE BAYTOWN SUN
1. Galena Park North Shore — The Mustangs are two years removed 

from a state championship and are one of those dominant Texas pro-
grams that simply reload rather than rebuild. With sophomores like run-
ning back Zach Evans, North Shore is once again the favorite to win a 
district title.

2. Atascocita — The Eagles finished as the runner-up in District 21-
6A last season but had the last laugh, beating North Shore in the regional 
final. Atascocita has more holes to fix entering this season but has be-
come a program that stays in the mix.

3. Summer Creek — Last season, Summer Creek appeared to be cruis-
ing along for a playoff spot when the bottom fell out. From the outside 
looking in, it kind of a looked like a Greek Tragedy the way the Bull-
dogs melted down. This year, Summer Creek should be able to sustain 
some success led by Kansas State recruit quarterback John Holcombe. 

4. Baytown Sterling —The Rangers picked it up on the fly last season 
and were one game away from the playoffs. Unfortunately, that was 
when they chose to play one of their worst games of the season. Sterling 
has experience under second year coach Brett Sawyer but will have to 
learn to win games on the road.

5. Kingwood — The Mustangs didn’t dazzle anyone last season but 
survived throughout the season and advanced to the second round of the 
playoff with a 6-6 record. Kingwood will be ready to pounce on mis-
takes and make you beat them.

6. Channelview — The Falcons showed they were not a one-trick 
pony after Jalen Hurts left from greener pastures. Channelview stayed 
in the race and qualified for the playoffs. There is plenty of firepower 
returning to make a second run plausible. 

7. Goose Creek Memorial — The Patriots stumbled into the district 
slate and never found their footing as they failed to win a game. The 
team has shown some improvement on defense, which will be key. But 
GCM is still not close to being part of the playoff conversation.

8. C.E. King — Derek Fitzhenry is coming over to King from North 
Shore to take over as head coach. He may wish he were back in North 
Shore before long. 

Submitted photo

Members of the Sterling football team and other athletic squads spent time cleaning up debris left by 
Hurricane Harvey. 
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Patriots look for the winning formula
Goose Creek Memorial 

Sept. 8  Baytown Lee    7 p.m.
Sept. 15  TBA
Sept. 22  at Tomball Memorial 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 28  at Summer Creek   7 p.m.
Oct. 5  Kingwood    7 p.m.
Oct. 13  at Sterling    7 p.m.
Oct. 20  at Channelview   7 p.m.
Oct. 26  C.E. King     7 p.m.
Nov. 3  at North Shore   7 p.m.
Nov. 10  Atascocita    7 p.m.

Michael Pineda/The Baytown Sun

Victor Colon looks for running room in a scrimmage against Hardin-Jefferson. 

Goose Creek Memorial seeks to reverse its fortunes in 2017
BY MICHAEL PINEDA

michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

This season couldn’t come 
quick enough for the Goose 
Creek Memorial football team. 
The Patriots had to be in a hurry 
to get back on the field and put 
last season’s 0-10 mark to bed. 

Last season marked the first 
for GCM competing at the Class 
6A level. The Patriots struggled 
to gain traction offensively ear-
ly on and as it improved, the 
defense struggled. Injuries and 
dismissals depleted the ranks as 
the Patriots limped through the 
season into the offseason. 

Since last year, lessons learned 
have been reviewed and athletes 
have undergone a strenuous off-
season in an effort to make some 
positive changes and prepare for 
the physical and mental rigors of 
District 21-6A.

“We knew it was going to be 
tough,” GCM head coach Bren 
Jones said. “Every game was 
not going to be an off-game. Me, 
as a coach, realized that jump is 
huge and you really have to be 
prepared.”

The Patriots winless season 
was the first in school history. 
It was also Jones’ first as a head 
coach and he began looking at 
the top for answers as soon as the 
season was over. 

“I had to go back to the draw-
ing board myself,” he said. 
“What do I need to do? I had to 
get to the point where I made my 
expectations clear. I could relay 
them to the coaching staff and 
they could make them clear to 
the team.”

Jones said it was a learning ex-
perience for him and has made 
adjustments.

“There are things people can’t 
tell you until you are in that posi-
tion,” he said. “You have to trust 

your coaches and be prepared. A 
lot of the things were eye open-
ing. This year I am going to coach 
wide receivers. I want to be more 
involved. I thought I could be the 
guy to step back but it wasn’t me. 
I am having a lot more fun. I love 
the game so much.’

The Patriots will look to make 

their quarterback a central part of 
the offense, working out of the 
pistol and running read zone.

“We want to give our quar-
terback a chance to read the de-
fense,” Jones said.

Emerson Haywood has been 
taking snaps with the first team. 
Haywood is a sophomore. He 
was battling Cristian Cienfuegos 

for the position but took all the 
snaps in the intrasquad and 
Hardin-Jefferson scrimmage. 
Haywood showed better accu-
racy throwing the ball and some 
breakaway speed running the 
zone read. Other candidates in-
clude Christian Kaopua, Clayton 
Banks and Terry Calhoun. Jones 

said he wanted to develop more 
quarterbacks going into this sea-
son.

Vying for time at running back 
is returning starter Victor Colon 
and newcomer BJ Peterson, a 
transfer from Hull-Daisetta. Pe-
terson ran for over 1,000 yards as 
a freshman and was named first 
team All-District. Expected to 
clear the way on the front line are 
a number of candidates led by 
Baylor Doffing, Cameron Garcia 
and Miquel Alvarez. Other can-
didates in the mix to see playing 
time include Nathan Figueroa, 
Jace Davis, and Braedon Paige. 

“We are working on a rota-
tion and we should be quick and 
stronger,” Jones said. 

In the passing game, GCM will 
lean on Trey Williams and Tyler 
Miller at receiver with help from 
Cienfuegos, Haywood, Banks or 
Aaron Russell. 

Defensively, Octavio Tellez is 
one of the leaders at defensive 
end and will be joined on the line 
by Sultan Batiste. Trey Crump is 
slated to be an answer at outside 
linebacker. Other linebacker can-
didates include Anthony Fatal. 
Sean Kelly will return at corner-
back with Anthony Rodriguez 
serving as another candidate. 
Ke’Shaun Jnofinn will be in the 
mix along with Bryce Campbell, 
a defensive back who played as a 
sophomore. 

Jones said there has been some 
cross over in practice so every-
one has an idea of how to lay 
another position. Last year, the 
Patriots lost a number of players 
with knee injuries and the team’s 
depth was sorely tested, particu-
larly in district play.

The Patriots opened the season 
Sept.8. against Baytown Lee. 
The team’s game for this week 
was uncertain because of Hurri-
can Harvey. 

Michael Pineda/The Baytown Sun

Goose Creek Memorial running back B.J. Peterson avoids a Hardin-Jefferson defensive lineman during a 
scrimmage. Peterson is a transfer from Hull-Daisetta where he ran for over 1,000 yards and was first team 
All-District as a freshman. 

The Baytown Sun  
22-6A 2017 
predictions

THE BAYTOWN SUN
1. La Porte — The Bulldogs will only return 

three starters on each side of the ball but will 
have a lot of experience returning. Look for 
La Porte’s defense to lead the way as the of-
fense gets settled in. With playoff teams on the 
non-district slate, the Bulldogs will have gained 
experience on the job once district play opens.

2. Deer Park — The Deer only return three 
starters from last season’s runner-up team but 
coach Chris Massey still leads the way. Expect 
a young Deer Park team to grow up quickly as 
it fends off a number of contenders.

3. Pasadena Memorial — The Mavericks re-
turn district MVP Alex Williams who rushed 
for 1,718 yards last season. The running game 
should take some of the pressure off an inexpe-
rienced defense as Memorial attempts to build 
some momentum in the program with back-to-
back winning seasons.

4. Pasadena Dobie — Dobie suffered through 
a 3-7 record last season but appears to be ready 
to get back on track. Health will be key for the 
Longhorns, which had their depth tested last 
season.

5. Pasadena Rayburn — Where Stanley 
Hackett takes the Texans is where they will go. 
The 6-2, 195 pound running back gained 1,433 
yards rushing and will be leaned on for a play-
off run. 

6. South Houston — The Trojans advanced to 
the playoffs with a 3-7 record last season. They 
will be hard-pressed to duplicate the feat this 
season. Quarterback Torrance Stevens leads the 
way for South Houston.

7. Pasadena — The good news for Pasadena 
is it returns six starters on both sides of the ball. 
The bad news is those starters went 0-10 last 
season. Success will have to come in baby steps 
for an outmanned Eagles team. 

The end of the road 

Michael Pineda\The Baytown Sun

A couple of GCM defenders head off a Hardin-Jefferson ballcarrier during a scrimmage. Patriot head coach Bren Jones said the 
defense is flying around the ball a lot better than it did last season. 
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Ganders look to re-establish tradition 
Baytown Lee

Sept. 8  Goose Creek Memorial  7 p.m.
Sept. 15    TBA
Sept. 20  Beaumont Ozen   7 p.m.
Sept. 26  at Nederland    7 p.m.
Sept. 29  Lumberton    7 p.m.
Oct. 7  at PNG     7 p.m.
Oct. 13  Livingston    7 p.m.
Oct. 27  Port Arthur Memorial  7 p.m.
Nov. 3  at Vidor     7 p.m.
Nov. 11  at Beaumont Central  2 p.m.

Michael Pineda/The Baytown Sun

The left side of the Lee Gander offensive line clears a hole against North Forest. 

Lee ready for a fresh start under new coach
BY DOYLE BARLOW

sports@baytownsun.com

There’s a new air of excite-
ment surrounding the Baytown 
Lee football program this season 
as veteran head coach Tim Finn 
takes over the reins of the Gan-
ders. Finn brings a proven track 
record of success, although he 
will have his work cut out for 
him at REL, where the Ganders 
have managed just one win in the 
last three seasons.

Finn and a revamped REL 
coaching staff feel up to the chal-
lenge of rebuilding a once-proud 
tradition, but more importantly, 
the new Gander commander has 
confidence that his players are 
too.

“I feel like with the number of 
things that the kids that had to 
learn — both a new offense and 
defense — I’m pleased where 
we’re at under the circumstanc-
es with so many new coaches,” 
Finn said. “We’re doing as much 
coaching above the shoulders for 
sure. But the kids have been very 
receptive to learning new things.

“I don’t care if it’s the NFL or 
junior high, execution is some-
thing that gets better the more 
you do it. One thing is that the 
kids have shown some aggres-
siveness and we’re happy about 
that.”

The main concern for the Gan-
ders going in to the season is 
depth, especially on the offen-
sive and defensive lines, where 
most of the starters will see time 
on both sides of the ball.

“We’d love to have an offen-
sive line that’s not the defensive 
line but I don’t know if we’re 
there yet,” Finn said. “We’d love 
to have 22 starters. But to do 
that, with the numbers we have, 
we’re going to have to develop 
some players. Because the way 
it is right now, we’d have four 
or five kids starting both ways. 
We don’t want to have to do that, 
so we have to find ways to rest 
guys.”

Offensively, either junior 
Omar Hernandez or sophomore 
Ijanea Wooley will trigger the 
Ganders spread offense at quar-

terback. Both signal-callers 
showed flashes during REL’s 
opening scrimmage against 
Houston Madison.

“Right now they’re both work-
ing on accuracy,” Finn said. 
“That comes with comfort and 
working with the receivers.”

Junior Montrel Motton will 
anchor the receiving corps at 
one wideout, with senior Victor 
Clarke or junior Julian Laubach 
on the side. In the slot, the Gan-
ders have a number of candidates 
led by junior Raylon Johnson, 
junior Ivan Lagunas, and sopho-
more Elijah Partida.

“All of those guys have pretty 

good hands, they just need to get 
some experience and gain some 
confidence,” Finn said.

The Ganders will sport a 
three-headed monster at the 
running back spot with seniors 
DJ Riley and Jaylen Johnson, 
and freshman Ja’Kenan ‘KeKe’ 
Davis. All three are expected to 
see playing time at the position, 
although Johnson are Riley are 
both expected to start on defense.

“It might be a running back 
by committee thing. That’s how 
we’re mapping it out,” Finn said. 
“All three of them looked good 
in our first scrimmage.

“Davis has been a pleasant sur-

prise. If he can step up and take 
the starting running back spot, 
it’ll free those other guys up on 
defense.”

Clearing the way for the run-
ning game will be juniors Phoe-
nix Shackleford and Juan Carillo 
at guard, and seniors Robert Ar-
chibald and Nathaniel Banuelos 
at tackle. Junior Rolando Gon-
zales and senior Jose Orozco are 
locked in a battle for the center 
spot.

“In our offense the guards are 
bigger, stronger guys and we 
need tackles that can move their 
feet and block on the edge and 
those guys fit the bill,” Finn said. 

“One deep we feel good about 
that group. We have some good 
young linemen that we need to 
develop.”

Defensively, the Ganders will 
line up in a 4-2-5 which puts an 
emphasis on swarming the foot-
ball. Jaylen Williams will an-
chor the defense from his inside 
linebacker spot and call all the 
signals, while seniors Riley and 
Robert Powell will lead the sec-
ondary from their safety spots.

The defensive line will fea-
ture either Carillo or Orozco at 
noseguard, Archibald at defen-
sive end and Shackleford and 
Banuelos at tackle.

“I think Archibald has ev-
erything it takes to be an awe-
some defensive end,” Finn said. 
“Again, it comes down to depth 
and how much we have to use 
these guys both ways.”

At the cornerback spot, the 
Ganders have their deepest po-
sition. Seniors Micah Bean 
and Carlos Silvestre will lead 
the group, with Motton, junior 
Raylon Johnson, senior Daive-
on Cooper, Laubach and junior 
Charles King all expected to 
contribute.

“We have 10 defensive backs 
and most of them double as wide 
receivers so we’ve got good 
depth at that position,” Finn said.

Omar Hernandez will handle 
both the punting and place-kick-
ing chores.

“I want our seniors to expe-
rience playoff football and the 
only way that’s going to hap-
pen is if you buy 100 percent 
into what we’re doing,” Finn 
said. “At this level its hard to 
win without some senior experi-
ence and leadership. It’s on their 
shoulders on their buy-in and I 
haven’t been disappointed. We 
feel like they’re really working 
hard to learn what to do. Effort 
has not been a problem.

“My game plan is never dif-
ferent, prepare that week to win. 
I expect to win every football 
game, that’s how I approach it. If 
the kids buy in, we’re going to 
have success.”

Michael Pineda/The Baytown Sun

Lee’s Jaylen Johnson directs a blocker on a long gain during the scrimage against North Forest. 

THE BAYTOWN SUN
1. Port Arthur Memorial — The Titans once again have athletes roll-

ing out of the fieldhouse. With a very good defense leading the way 
and some playmakers on offense, Port Arthur Memorial would appear 
to be the favorite for the district title.

2. Port Neches-Groves — The Indians are coming off a three deep 
playoff run and welcome back junior Roschon Johnson at quarterback. 
Johnson is a Texas commit for PNG and scored 56 touchdowns last 
season. He may have to be nimble early on as the Indians rebuild their 
offensive line.

3. Nederland — The Bulldogs went through some issues that includ-
ed forfeiture of one game last season but should be back for a playoff 
run this season. Monte Barrow is moving up from assistant to head 
coach for the program, which should be good in the skill positions. 

4. Beaumont Central — The Jaquars qualified for the playoffs last 
season and might be in good shape to do so again. Jeff Nelson is taking 
over as the head coach for the program.

5. Vidor — The Pirates had a storybook season following a good 
old-fashioned whipping by Barbers Hill in the season opener. Vidor 
will need to fill some holes on offense but has plenty of returnees on 
defense to be in the mix for another playoff run.

6. Baytown Lee — This is the craziest pick in the projections, but 
behold, I have seen that defense and it is no joke. If the Ganders stay 
healthy, they are going to flat-out shock some people but not as many 
as you think. Attendance was as strong at Stallworth as it was for the 
GCM scrimmage. 

7. Lumberton — Lumberton will lean on its big men up front to lead 
the way this season as it looks to reverse a losing season and put some 
w’s on the board.

8. Beaumont Ozen — Ozen went through spring drills and should be 
more comfortable in its spread offense. Quarterback Dominique Mor-
ris will have a large say in what the Panthers accomplish this season.

9. Livingston — The Lions will have some skill players back this 
season but will be hard pressed to match last year’s .500 record. 

The Baytown Sun  
District 22-5A projections

Clearing a path

Michael Pineda/The Baytown Sun

Craig Motton 7, clears a path for Ijanea Wooley during the North Forest scrimmage. 
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Barbers Hill sets sights on lofty goals
Barbers Hill

Sept. 8  Friendswood   7 p.m.
Sept. 15  Crosby    7 p.m.
Sept. 22  at Kingwood Park  7 p.m.
Sept. 29  Caney Creek   7 p.m. 
Oct. 6  at Dayton   7 p.m.
Oct. 13  Splendora   7 p.m.
Oct. 21  at Humble    6 p.m.
Oct. 27 New Caney   7 p.m.
Nov. 10  at Porter   7 p.m.

Michael Pineda/The Baytown Sun

Barbers Hill offensive line and backs pass protect during its spring game. 

Eagles ready to improve on last season and make a deep playoff run
BY TRENT PADGETT

sports@baytownsun.com

After an impressive 8-3 2016 in head 
coach Tom Westerberg’s first season at the 
helm in Barbers Hill, the Eagles are ready 
to take another step in 2017. 

It helps that BH will return eight starters 
on offense and seven on defense.

“We’ve got quite a few kids coming 
back,” Westerberg said. “We have a good 
group coming back defensively and offen-
sively.

“We’re really expecting to build off of 
what we did last year.”

A year ago, the Eagles’ season ended 
when they were on the losing end of a 
31-26 classic playoff game against Port 
Neches-Groves.

“They’re excited about it. We finished 
about five yards short so we were close. 
But we came up short,” Westerberg said. 
“Our goal is to go deep in the playoffs so 
they’re excited about getting out here and 
starting the new year. It really couldn’t 
come fast enough.”

Leading the returners on offense are 
quarterback Cameron Cauthen along 
with offensive linemen Ethan Hagler and 
Durham Avant.

Cauthen completed over 60 percent of 
his passes and had 2,513 total yards and 
29 touchdowns last season in his first time 
leading a pass-first scheme.

“I’m really excited. Last year was more 
of a stepping stone for what this year is 
going to be,” Cauthen said. “We’re so 
much more experienced at the varsity lev-

el, that it’s going to be easier this season.
“We have the same goals is last year. We 

want to win a state championship but first 
we have to make the playoffs and with 
that comes hopefully a district champion-
ship and practicing on Thanksgiving.” 

Avant and Hagler will try to help lead a 
group looking to improve on the ground 
after a seventh-place finish in the district 
for rushing offense a year ago.

Also returning offensively is running 
back Spencer Long who had 12 carries 
for 95 yards last season as well as receiver 
Cullen Kirkland who had 648 yards and 
nine touchdowns respectively.

Defensively Barbers Hill looks to be 
even better after a third-place finish in to-
tal defense in 21-5A last season.

The defensive line will be stout with 

Layton English, Cully Mangus and Ja-
cob Maze all returning from a year ago. 
English had 11 sacks to lead the Eagles. 
Linebacker Brady Bonnin had 66 tackles 
Barbers Hill and Bret Copeland looks to 
lead the secondary.

The Eagles have made on addition of 
the coaching staff and added former Lee 
head coach David Wilkinson. Wilkinson 
is serving as the offenisve line coach.

Dave Campbell’s had Barbers Hill 
picked to finish third in district behind 
Crosby and New Caney, with Dayton 
picked to round out the playoff teams.

Barbers Hill kicked off the season last 
week against Class 6A Friendswood. 
It also scrimmaged The Woodlands in 
preparations for district play which starts 
this week against Crosby. 

Michael Pineda/The Baytown Sun

Barbers Hill quarterback Cameron Cauthen moves up in the pocket to throw the ball to a receiver during the spring game. The returning Baytown Sun Player of the Year is back with 
a number of starters as the Eagles try to make a deep playoff run. 

THE BAYTOWN SUN
1. Crosby — To be the king, you have to knock off the king. For the past sev-

eral years, the Cougars have been sitting pretty at the top of the district. It won’t 
be easy to unseat them this season.

2. Barbers Hill — There hasn’t seemed to be much talk about Tom Westerberg. 
Kind of makes me feel like they forgot about Dre. With a full offseason with the 
Eagles, people will probably be reminded this season. 

3. New Caney — New Caney has a number of weapons starting with quarter-
back Jordan Cooper. The Eagles shared the district title last season and once you 
get that winning DNA, it is hard to lose.

4. Dayton — Speaking of winning DNA, Jeff Nations is working to develop 
a squad eerily similar to one of those power teams a decade ago. The Broncos 
are not as big as they would like to be, but they are working on toughness. A 
mid-season stretch will define them.

5. Porter — Should the Broncos or any other team stumble, Porter will be 
waiting in the wings to take advantage. The Spartans qualified for the playoffs 
last season and had a signature win over an injury riddled Crosby team. 

6. Humble — Once-proud Humble has some athletes back but appears to be 
the toast of District 21-5A…in basketball. The Wildcats may have to settle for 
the best of the rest unless their athletes come together for a magical season. 

7. Kingwood Park — The Panthers should be improved simply because of the 
number of starters they have returning. But the Panthers will have to take too big 
a leap to make the playoffs. 

8. Splendora — Early on last season, Splendora made an appearance in some 
area Top Tens which was kind of silly. They did show improvement, but not 
playoff improvement. Running back Evan Nichols will need a lot of help.

9. Caney Creek — They won a district game last season so they have that 
going for them.

Baytown Sun District  
21-5A projections

Michael Pineda/The Baytown Sun

Barbers Hill defenders take down receiver Christian Rhodes during the spring football game. The 
Eagles will open their season against Vidor at home on Friday. 

The ballcarrier is surrounded
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Baytown Christian lining up for repeat
Baytown Christian Academy

Sept. 9  Emery/Weiner        7 p.m.
Sept. 15  at San Marcos Hill Country 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 29 at Alvin Living Stones       7:30 p.m.
Oct. 6  Conroe Covenant        7 p.m.
Oct. 13  Huntsville Alpha Omega       7 p.m.
Oct. 20 Orange Community Christian 7 p.m
Oc.t 27  at Brazosport Christian       7 p.m.
Nov. 10  Bryan Allen Academy            7 p.m. 

Kenrick Griffith/The Baytown Sun

BCA coach Jeromey Anderson receives the traditional Gatorade bath after winning the 
state championship last season. Anderson has not lost as a head coach. 

Newcomers have Bulldogs ready to challenge for second straight title
BY DOYLE BARLOW

sports@baytownsun.com

It’s a burning question in the 
sports world that only the ones 
who have been there can answer: 
Is it harder to reach the pinnacle 
of sports success, or is it harder 
to stay on top once you get there?

After winning the TAPPS 
6-man Div. II state champion-
ship in 2016, Baytown Christian 
Academy is getting ready to find 
out.

That’s fine with second-year 
Bulldog head coach Jeromey 
Anderson, who already has his 
sights set on another gold ball.

“Anything less that a state 
championship would be an ex-
treme disappointment because I 
know what we’re capable of and 
we know what it takes to win a 
state championship,” Anderson 
said. “But having said that we 
have a lot of targets on our back. 
Everybody is excited to play us.”

And the success has made a lot 
more kids excited about playing 
at BCA. The Bulldogs have 17 
players out, the most in Ander-
son’s seven-year tenure with the 
program. Included in those num-
bers are four transfers.

“ I think the reasons for that 
are twofold,” he said. “We have 
5 huge 5A-6A schools within 15 
miles of us and some of them are 
not very successful right now. 
We’ve won district three years 
in a row and went to the state 
semis two years ago and we fi-
nally broke through last year. I 
think we’re finally starting to get 
some recognition. Kids talk and 
some of the kids that transferred 
over here years ago start talking. 
Everybody wants to be part of a 
good and winning program.”

Being smaller also helps attract 
players according to the coach.

“Some schools have 150 kids 
out for football and we have 17 
so you can imagine how tight-

knit we are,” Anderson said. 
“We’re all a family here.”

Offensively, the Bulldogs will 

be led by returning starting quar-
terback Hunter Oliver (6-1, 165). 

“It’s always positive when one 

of your leaders is coming back,” 
Anderson said. 

Even though bruising running 

back Caleb Lister was lost to 
graduation, Anderson expects 
this year’s verson of the Bull-
dogs to do be the fastest team 
he’s ever had.

“I expect us to run everything 
we ran last year, just faster,” he 
said. “We’ll have a lot more for-
mations and be more diversified.

“I believe in developing your 
plan by the personnel you have. 
Don’t have that huge back but 
we have more speed than ever 
have.”

Expected to lead the way along 
the offensive line will be Jelan 
Dowdy, Martin Goraksin, fresh-
man Dave Sun and senior Crick-
et Redus (6-3, 175).

Several players will be utilized 
in the backfield, including soph-
omore Bryce Gilliam (5-6, 160) 
and junior Richard Washington 
(6-1, 160).

Defensively, BCA will be 
paced by its bookends at defen-
sive end — junior Jordan Luke 
(5-8, 140), an All-Stater in 2016, 
and All-District selection Redus.

“Those two are extremely 
fast,” Anderson said. “We can’t 
hardly get a play off in practice. 
I think both of them can be All-
State.”

Anderson also expects big 
things from Huffman transfer 
Matthew Pate.

“He is extremely talented and 
we can use him anywhere,” he 
said. “He really has a nose for 
the ball.

“I think one of our keys last 
year was being able to develop 
kids on both sides of the ball. 
With transfers, it’s easier to teach 
a kid to go hit somebody.”

Anderson expects Hill Coun-
try Christian in San Marcos to 
provide the Bulldogs their first 
tough test in Week 3. In the dis-
trict, he’s looking at Covenant 
Christian as the stiffest compe-
tition. BCA opened the season 
against Emery/Weiner.

Kenrick Griffith/The Baytown Sun
BCA’s Hunter Oliver wiill help lead an offense that lost several key starters from last season. 

Dayton looks for return to playoffs this season
BY MICHAEL PINEDA

michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

DAYTON — This past offseason, Day-
ton head coach Jeff Nations focused on re-
storing a core principal to the program. In 
what he described as one of the toughest 
offseason programs he had been involved 
in, Nations began the process of building 
a tougher Bronco football team.

With 37 athletes on the roster, Dayton 
will now begin the next step of the pro-
cess. Building a perennial playoff pro-
gram. And there are some comparisons to 
be made to those great Bronco teams.

“We are not many, but we fight hard,” 
Nations said. “We are the brotherhood of 
the few. Some nights, we will have to play 
two ways and that is part of it. We have 
never had big numbered teams.”

The Broncos have had teams with heart. 
Nations believes he has that kind of group 
coming back after an up and down season.

“It falls on me,” Nations said. “We have 
to right the ship and we feel we have done 
that. The kids came in with the right frame 
of mind for the offseason. They were a fun 
group to be around. The ones still with us 
haven’t complained. It was a full, tough 
offseason”

“We had to get a lot tougher and had 
to find ways to challenge ourselves then 
build around toughness. They were fun to 
be around.”

Entering the season, the Broncos will 
once again line up in the spread and will 
start eight juniors of offense. Nations said 
they would have to grow up in a hurry 
for Dayton to be successful. Getting the 
starting nod at quarterback is A.J. Nail. 
Nail was a member of the junior varsity 
last season and coaches are happy with 
his knowledge and understanding of the 
game. 

“He has a good head on his shoulders,” 

Nations said. “He has grown three inches 
and gained 50 pounds over the summer.”

Serving as the feature back will, be Jus-
tin Santee. Santee was impacted by inju-
ries late last season and has a chance to be 
a good one. The offensive line is shaping 
up with Allen Sowell and Jacob Sutphin at 
the tackle position. Dalton Patterson and 
Johnny Hoy will be the starting guards. 
There is a competition between Domi-
nique McCullough and Shohn Alexander 
at center. 

“They are young and work extremely 
hard,” Nations said. “They are not real but 
their athleticism will help with that.”

The wideouts will be Jake Torres and 
Martin Gallegos. Jermond Lovely and 
Keyth Williams will man the slots.

“They are small but very good,” Na-
tions said. “They run good routes and 
have good hands.”

Defensively, the Broncos will be back 
in a 3-4 with Jonathan Burditt starting at 
nose guard. Fernando Esquivel and Wil-
lie Glenn will flank him at the defensive 
ends.

“They move very good,” Nations said. 
Competing for the two inside lineback-

er slots are Waylon Daley, Grayson Riche 
and Will McCracken. There are also three 
linebackers in the mix for the outside line-
backer slots. R.J. Orebo, Hedil Cuatian-
quiz and Keith Martinez are all candidates. 
Cuatianquiz is also the team’s kicker. 

The defensive front is older with se-
niors among the front seven. The second-
ary also has experience. Vontrae Joiner is 
back and will be joined at cornerback by 
Treval Keener. As Nation’s stepson, Zack 
Pike may be playing for his dinner at safe-
ty and will be joined by Anthony Avalos. 

“They do a lot of talking,” Nations said. 
“They all communicate and are our most 
experienced group.”

Dayton Football Schedule
Sept. 8  Nederland    7 p.m.
Sept. 15  at Splendora    7 p.m.
Sept. 22  Humble     7 p.m. 
Sept. 29  at New Caney    7 p.m.
Oct. 6  Barbers Hill    7 p.m. 
Oct. 13  at Porter    7 p.m.
Oct. 20  Crosby     7 p.m. 
Oct. 27  at Kingwood Park   7 p.m.
Nov. 3  Caney Creek    7 p.m.
Nov. 10  Open Week

Jerry Michalsky/The 
Baytown Sun

Dayton’s John 
Santee breaks 
open during 
a scrimmage 
against Friend-
swood. Santee 
will be depended 
on to lead the 
Bronco’s ground 
game this sea-
son. 
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Things are picking up for Anahuac
Anahuac Panthers

Sept. 8   Danbury    7:30 p.m.
Sept. 15   at Buna    7:30 p.m.
Sept. 22   at Tarkington   7:30 p.m.
Sept. 29   Hamshire-Fannett  7:30 p.m.
Oct. 13   at Hitchcock   7:30 p.m.
Oct. 20   at La Marque   7:30 p.m.
Oct. 27   Hempstead   7:30 p.m.
Nov. 3   at Hardin   7:30 p.m.
Nov. 10   East Chambers  7:30 p.m.

Kenrick Griffith/The Baytown Sun

The Anahuac Panthers will have experience on the offensive line this season.

New facilities and playmakers have Panthers looking at playoffs
BY MICHAEL PINEDA

michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

ANAHUAC — You can’t 
blame the Panther football pro-
gram if it feels a little greedy. 
Anahuac is coming off of a sea-
son in which it finished fourth in 
District 12-3A in Division 1 and 
qualified for playoffs with a 4-6 
record after knocking off East 
Chambers. 

One year later and you have a 
program with 12 returning start-
ers with six on defense and six on 
offense coming back for another 
playoff run. This year’ s team has 
the confidence that comes from 
accomplishing something and 
the hunger from wanting more.

“I think it has set a foundation 
for the program and the kids,” 
Anahuac head coach Speights 
said. “The younger guys saw 
what it took for the older guys to 
achieve that and it set the tone for 
the summer going into the fall.

To say morale is high would 
be an understatement. Not only 

are the Panthers coming off of a 
playoff season but they are get-
ting some new facilities. A new 
field is under construction along 
with a field house that will house 
offices and a new weight room. 

“The new facilities are doing 
wonders,” Speights said. “We 
had a couple of delays because 
of the weather. I can’t wait.’

Offensively, junior Keshawn 
Whittington will lead the Pan-
thers. Whittington became the 
quarterback a couple of games 
into last season and has contin-
ued to grow into the position 
during the offseason. 

“This summer, Keshawn went 
to a couple of camps,” Speights 
said. “He is focused and he is all 
in.

“WE are going to run the veer 
and run the option. We have a 
year in and out and we are a lit-
tle further advanced. We picked 
up where we left off during the 
playoff and that is what has been 
great. The kids know what is go-
ing on. We are just trying to find 

our roles now.”
In addition to return Whitting-

ton, the Panthers are welcoming 
back Tyrone Wilson at tailback. 
Wilson is a sophomore who has 
grown some and will be leaned 
on to help make up for Deon 
Mayes’ production. 

“He is a lot more mature, you 
can see that from a freshman to a 
sophomore,” Speights said. “He 
gets it.”

The Panthers will also have to 
replace Denton Fugere at full-
back. There are a couple of can-
didates for the job. The offensive 
line will be a strongpoint with a 
number of players with starting 
experience. Those expected to 
help lead the way include Alex 
Smith, Josh Hoskins, Michael 
Tinsley and Cole Evans. 

At wide receiver, the Panther 
coaching staff was able to talk 
basketball player Jarvis Perry 
into adding football to his re-
sume. Perry did some 7-on-7 this 
summer and is a 6-2 playmaker 
that can cause havoc off of slip 

screens and slants. 
Defensively, Anahuac will 

work out of a 4-3 alignment. 
Speights said the team would 
benefit from the addition of 
coach to help provide instruction 
to the position groups. 

“I have more help with the 
coaching staff and that makes a 
big difference,” Speights said. 

Smith, who will be a standout 
two-way player for the Panthers, 
will lead the defensive line. 
Hoskins will also be an Ironman 
with big things expected out of 
him defensively. Aaron Logsdale 
will also join the varsity with 
big expectations after earning 
his stripes at the JV level. Terry 
Fugere will be depended on to 
lead a young, inexperienced line-
backing corps. 

The strength of the team will 
be in the secondary with players 
like Chris Moulton, Jake Landry 
and Wilson. 

“The best part of the defense 
is the secondary,” Speights said. 
“We want to limit the number of 

Kenrick Griffitt/The Baytown Sun

Keshawn Whittington loads up for 
a pass during a game last season. 
The quarterback will be back for 
his junior season. 

Crosby once again prepped for playoff run
BY TRENT PADGETT

sports@baytownsun.com

After a 9-3 campaign in 2016 that led the Crosby football team’s second-consecutive 
second-round playoff exit, the Cougars are chomping at the bit to earn their fourth 
straight district title and get a shot at the third round of the playoffs. Having a healthy 
Craig Williams this season should help.

The senior four-year letterman and Baylor commit was hampered by injuries last 
season and held to 19 carries. But Williams and his teammates are ready to go in 2017.

“We just want to get better every day right now,” said Crosby head coach Jeff Rior-
dan. “We’ve been here a while now so the beginning of camp is smooth for us. We have 
to hold back and coaches and teach little things and slow ourselves down, because our 
kids are ready to go. They’re ready to put the whole offense and defense in.”

Williams represents the kind of quality leadership that Crosby had when they made a 
run to the state semifinals in 2014.

“Craig has been on varsity since he was watching Sesemee Street,” Riordan joked. 
“It’s his senior year. It feels like he’s been around forever and he has, so he has a lot of 
experience and he’s a playmaker and a half.

“He’s just a great kid that works hard. He’s very humble and he’s not one of these 
kids that’s a prima donna. He comes to work every day, he’s fun to be around, he’s fun 
to coach and that’s what people don’t know.”

Williams, who was on the team that went to the semifinals, is ready to make an impact 
his senior year. 

“It’s a lot of fun. Looking back on it now starting freshman year it’s been a lot of fun 
through the years and I’m really ready for this season,” Williams said. “We’re really 
close this year.”

Williams is keenly aware of the impact his work ethic has on some of the younger 
players around him.

“I don’t like to slack a lot. I try to set as perfect an example as I can by leading in the 
correct way and going hard every rep,” Williams said. “If these kids see me slack off 
they’ll think that they can slack off too.”

Making the holes for Williams will be an offensive line led by Danny Guarjardo, 
Travis Hyman, Patrick Charbonneau, Chayse Todd and Luke Sterling.

Also looking to spur the offense will be quarterback Jaiden Howard, who through for 
190 yards and two touchdowns while adding 55 yards and a touchdown on the ground 
last season.

Howard will be looking to throw to receivers Rooney Woodard and Cedric Patterson 
who combined for 447 yards and four touchdowns on 29 receptions last season. 

“Offensively our strength is experience. Our offensive line is going to be key. All of 
those guys started 12 games last year so you can’t coach experience,” Riordan said. 
“(Quarterback) Jaiden Howard was the district new comer of the year last year.”

Defensively, the Cougars will return four starters, led by linebacker Hunter Houser, 
defensive back Austin Palmer and defensive lineman Jamar Hamilton.

Crosby ranked fourth defensively last season, giving up 142.6 yards a game.
“We have a lot of shoes to fill,” Riordan said. “We’ve got some big, strong guys that 

can move around well so I think we’re going to be ok.”
Crosby was picked to defend its district title by Dave Campbell’s, ahead of other pro-

jected playoff teams New Caney, Barbers Hill and Dayton. Porter, Humble, Kingwood 
Park, Splendora and Caney Creek are all picked to miss the playoffs in District 21-5A.

Crosby was to kick off the season with a home game against Manvel Sept. 1 at 7 
p.m. As things stand, Jasper will serve as the season opener, giving the Cougars a game 
warm-up before the hunt for a District 21-5A title begins.

Crosby Cougars
Sept. 8   at Jasper    7 p.m.
Sept. 15   at Barbers Hill  7 p.m.
Sept. 22   Porter    7 p.m.
Oct. 6   at Kingwood Park  7 p.m.
Oct. 13   Caney Creek   7 p.m. 
Oct. 20   at Dayton   7 p.m.
Oct. 27   Splendora   7 p.m.
Nov. 2   at Humble   7 p.m.

Kenrick Griffith/The Baytown Sun

Tre Crosby defense will have some standouts returning as the Cougars look to make an-
other deep playoff run. 

Baytown Sun District 13-31 Division 1 Projections 
THE BAYTOWN SUN

1. La Marque — The Cougars posted a 4-1 record last season and an8-3 record over-
all. This year, La Marque will be the favorite as they are loaded entering fall drills, The 
Cougars return 17 starters including standout running back Preston Perry who ran for 
over 1,400 yards last season.

2. Hitchcock — Returning starters is a theme in this district. The Bulldogs return 12 
and will feature an aggressive offense and a feature back in Xavian Hampton who had 
over 1,000 yards last season. 

3. Hempstead — The Bobcats could be a darkhorse candidate for the district title. 
They return 14 starters and run a fast-paced offense with a number of playmakers re-
turning.

4. Anahuac — The Panthers pulled off the big win in Week 10 over East Chambers to 
qualify for the playoffs. Anahuac will need to figure out how to replace Deion Mayes 
and a number of talented seniors. Returning quarterback Keshawn Whittington will be 
counted on for big production.

5. East Chambers — The Buccaneers were one game away from qualifying for the 
playoffs and will return a number of talented players for a new run. This year’s Ana-
huac and East Chambers game will be in Anahuac and could once again be critical to 
each team’s playoff hopes.

6. Hardin — The Hornets will be on the outside looking in for the playoffs but will 
welcome back former Baytown Lee offensive coordinator and assistant soccer coach 
Larry Haynes to the sidelines. Look for Hardin to improve on its 0-10 record from last 
season. 
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BULLDOGSLA PORTE

La Porte aims to repeat in 22-6A as champs
La Porte Bulldogs

Sept. 8   Clear Brook   7 p.m.
Sept. 15  at Clear Springs  7 p.m.
Sept.  22  at Bellaire   7 p.m.
Sept. 29  Rayburn    7 p.m.
Oct. 7  at South Houston  1 p.m.
Oct. 13  Pasadena   7 p.m.
Oct. 27  at Deer Park   7 p.m.
Nov. 3  Memorial    7 p.m.
Nov. 10   at Dobie         7 p.m. 

BY MICHAEL PINEDA
michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

LA PORTE — The La Porte Bulldogs 
have won back-to-back district titles. If 
they are to win three in a row, it will fall 
on the shoulders of inexperienced players 
making a name for themselves.

The Bulldogs will enter head coach Jeff 
Lareau’s 13th season looking to fill some 
significant holes left by a talented senior 
class last season. Headliners Terrel Ber-
nard is running with the second string at 
linebacker for Baylor and Austin Upshaw 
is in the top four on the depth chart at 
quarterback for SMU. Other players land-
ed at a number of smaller schools.

“It was a good class, a good mix,” he 
said. 

The Bulldogs will hand their hat one the 
running game and depend on solid defen-
sive play once more. The passing game 
will be controlled with play-action and a 
short passing game. Defensively, the Bull-
dogs will play to their strength in the sec-
ondary and move from a 3-4 to a 3-3-5. 

“It is based on personnel,” Lareau said. 
“We have more secondary-type kids and 
we are better off adjusting. We are not as 
deep on the defensive line.”

Offensively, Lareau said the team would 
depend on a number of no-name athletes 
to lead the way. By no-name, he refers to 
athletes that have played freshman or JV 
football that have yet to earn their spurs on 
the varsity level. 

Senior Brett Bihm is the leading candi-
date to get the starting nod at quarterback. 
He took quite a few snaps last season 
Lareau said and got in the games early. 
Lareau describes him as a tough kid who 
is also smart. The line has gelled early 
on and will return two key performers. 
Tackle Brycen Boudreaux and center Tate 

McConnell will be looked on to lead the 
power running game. 

“I was pleased with the line overall,” 
Lareau said. “We got quite a lot of good 
work in. They showed up for conditioning 
drills which always helps.”

Lareau said the team is looking at a 
freshman to get the starting nod at tight 
end. Albert Regis is 6-3, 240 and could 
make a big difference.

Defensively, the La Porte defensive 
line has the opportunity to be special. The 
Bulldogs will welcome back All-District 
performer Ryan Kendzior at defensive 
end. The coaching staff is looking forward 
to having Isaac McKnight for a full sea-
son. McKnight has undergone open-heart 
surgery and was unable to play the first 
half of last season. If not for the surgery, 
McKnight would have been a three-year 
starter at defensive end. Lining up at nose 
tackle will be Devin Henderson. Lareau 
said Henderson came on in the second half 
of last season and has D-1 ability. 

Trent Soltes is an All-District perform-
er returning to anchor the defensive side 
of the ball. Anthony Wilson and Ziree 
George will also see time in the second-
ary and contribute. George is slated for 
double-duty and will be one of the team’s 
running backs.

The overall success of the team will 
come down to injuries. Given the Bull-
dogs have so many kids that play both 
ways; it can ill afford to lose anyone. 

“Our deal is our numbers,” Lareau said. 
“Our varsity has 49 kids. And they prac-
tice on both sides of the ball. Injuries can 
be our Achilles heel.”

Lareau said when injuries pile up, the 
program struggles on the field. The Bull-
dogs may be relatively inexperienced 
entering this season, but they will have 
to grow up in a hurry. A challenging 

non-conference slate is waiting to prepare 
the program for its district slate.

“We have Clear Brook which is a good 
team and Clear Springs which is always 
good,” Lareau said. “We also have Bel-
laire, which usually has six to eight Di-
vision-1 kids. All of them were playoff 

teams last year. If we can gut it out un-
scathed, we will hit district rolling.”

Lareau identifies Deer Park, Pasadena 
Memorial and Pasadena Dobie as playoff 
contenders with Sam Rayburn as a team 
on the rise. 

281-422-8302

www.baytownsun.com

Subscribe today to receive home delivery and full website access for 
the low monthly cost of $11.50, a savings of 52% o�  the newstand price!
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2 017
SEPTEMBER 
David Fulton Art Exhibit
Gallery

9/14 - 10/27

Peril on the Mighty Mississippi 
or a Disaster of Titanic Proportions
Black Box Theatre

9/21, 9/22, 9/23 7:30 pm
9/24 2:30 pm

Baytown Town Square - FREE Event
9/29, 9/30 8:00 pm

Coffeehouse
Black Box Theatre

9/30 7:30 pm

OCTOBER
Baytown Symphony Orchestra 
50th Season Celebration Concert 
Tchaikovsky’s Masterpieces
Main Performance Hall

10/15 2:30 pm

Lee College Haunted House
Black Box Theatre

10/27, 10/28 5:00 pm

Celebrations of the Dead
Gallery
Exhibit & Reception

10/31 1:00 - 4:00 pm

NOVEMBER
Jazz @ Lee College 
Main Performance Hall

11/10 7:30 pm

A Year with Frog and Toad
Black Box Theatre

11/10 9:30 pm

11/11,11/17,11/18 7:30 pm

11/19 2:30 pm

Fall Choir Concert
Black Box Theatre

11/13 7:30 pm

Baytown Concert Band 
Main Performance Hall

11/16 7:30 pm

Garoh, Hill, Vasquez, McNamara Exhibit
Gallery
Exhibit

11/27 - 2/20

Reception
11/30 6:30 - 8:00 pm

DECEMBER
Christmas in Baytown Featuring the 
Baytown Symphony Chorus and students 
from GCCISD
Main Performance Hall

12/2 7:30 pm

Lee High School Christmas Concert
Main Performance Hall

12/12 6:00 pm

Christmas Express
Black Box Theatre

12/8, 12/9, 12/15, 12/16 7:30 pm

12/17 2:30 pm

2 018
JANUARY
All-Region Jazz Concert
Main Performance Hall

1/27 6:00 pm

Gatlin Brothers
Main Performance Hall

1/28 Time: TBD

FEBRUARY
Piano Recital of Four African American 
Composers, A Black History Month Event
Performed by Dr. Charlotte Mueller
Black Box Theatre

2/7 3:00 pm

John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath
Main Performance Hall

2/16, 2/17, 2/23, 2/24 7:30 pm

2/25 2:30 pm

MARCH
Baytown Symphony Orchestra 
50th Season Celebration Concert 

Main Performance Hall
3/3 7:30 pm

Fotofest Houston 2018
Gallery
Exhibit

3/9 - 4/19

Reception
3/24 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Bi-district UIL Performance
Main Performance Hall

3/22 TBD

National Women’s History Month 
Reception
Gallery

3/20 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Bi-District UIL Performance
Main Performance Hall

3/22 TBD

StarQuest Dance Competition
Main Performance Hall

3/23 - 3/25 6:00 am - 12:00 am

Spring Sing
Black Box Theatre

3/26 7:30 pm

UIL OAP One Act Play Performance
Rehearsals
Main Performance Hall

3/30 TBD

APRIL
Jazz @ Lee College
Main Performance Hall

4/13 7:30 pm

Baytown Concert Band

Main Performance Hall
4/21 7:30 pm

Student Show
Gallery

4/26 - 5/11

Reception
4/26 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm

A Magical Night with the Baytown 
Symphony Orchestra with music from the 

Main Performance Hall
4/28 7:30 pm

MAY
Student Directed Productions
Black Box Theatre

5/4, 5/5, 5/11, 5/12 7:30 pm

5/13 2:30 pm

StarQuest International Dance Contests
Main Performance Hall

5/24 - 5/27 6:00 am - 12:00 am

JUNE
Non-Art Instructor Show & Reception
Gallery

6/14 5:30 pm- 7:30 pm

The Man of La Mancha
Main Performance Hall

6/22, 6/23, 6/29, 6/30 7:30 PM

JULY
The Man of La Mancha
Main Performance Hall

7/1 2:30 pm

Summer Youth Theatre Camp

Black Box Theatre

7/26, 7/27 2:00 pm & 7:00 pm

VISUAL & 
PERFORMING 
ARTS
2017 - 2018 CALENDAR

www.lee.edu/pac
Schedule subject to change.


