
DATE DAY OPPONENT LOCATION STADIUM TIME

8/17 FRI SCRIMMAGE HOME STALLWORTH

8/23 THUR SCRIMMAGE HOME

8/31 FRI WESTBURY HOME STALLWORTH 7:00

9/07 FRI SPLENDORA AWAY SPLENDORA 7:00

9/14 FRI GALENA 
PARK AWAY GPISD STADIUM 7:00

9/21 FRI BYE

9/28 FRI PNG HOME STALLWORTH 7:30

10/05 FRI SANTA FE AWAY SANTA FE 7:30

10/11 THUR BARBERS 
HILL HOME STALLWORTH 7:30

10/19 FRI NEDERLAND AWAY NEDERLAND 7:30

10/25 THUR DAYTON HOME STALLWORTH 7:30

11/02 FRI VIDOR HOME STALLWORTH 7:30

11/09 FRI CROSBY AWAY CROSBY 7:30

DATE DAY OPPONENT LOCATION STADIUM TIME

8/17 FRI HJ

8/24 FRI  

8/30  7:00

9/07 FRI   7:00

9/14 FRI 7:00

9/21 FRI

9/27 7:00

10/04 7:00

10/12 FRI 7:00

10/20 6:00

10/26 FRI 7:00

11/02 FRI 7:00

11/09 FRI 7:00

DATE DAY OPPONENT LOCATION STADIUM TIME

8/17 FRI SCRIMMAGE HOME STALLWORTH

8/24 FRI SCRIMMAGE AWAY

8/31 FRI CLEAR CREEK AWAY CHALLENGER 7:00

9/07 FRI ALDINE NIMITZ HOME STALLWORTH 7:00

9/14 FRI HISD AUSTIN HOME STALLWORTH 7:00

9/21 FRI BYE

9/28 FRI BISD NEW 
SCHOOL AWAY THOMAS CENTER 7:00

10/05 FRI CHANNELVIEW HOME STALLWORTH 7:00

10/12 FRI LA PORTE AWAY LA PORTE 7:00

10/19 FRI NORTH SHORE HOME STALLWORTH 7:00

10/26 FRI DEER PARK AWAY ABSHIRE  
STADIUM 7:00

11/02 FRI C.E. KING AWAY SHELDON ISD 
STADIUM 7:00

11/08 THUR BMT.  
WESTBROOK HOME STALLWORTH 7:00

www.gccisd.net

www.gccisd.net/REL www.gccisd.net/GCM www.gccisd.net/RSS

B SECTION |  TUESDAY, AUGUST 28, 2018 | A SPECIAL PRODUCT OF THE BAYTOWN SUN
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My how time flies by when you are hav-
ing fun. 

Actually, it can move pretty slow-
ly when you are waiting for the start of 
the football season. But the wait is final-
ly over. This week, the lights will come 
on and high school teams 
throughout the nation will 
put their undefeated re-
cords on the line. 

This season will bring a 
number of changes in the 
area and in the state. 

Locally, Sterling has a 
new coach. Robert Toom-
er has come over from 
Brookshire Royal. Toomer 
has been a football man 
dating back to his formative years when 
he broke Hershel Walker’s high school re-
cords in Georgia. 

Toomer joins Goose Creek Memorial 
head coach Bren Jones and Lee head coach 
Tim Finn as the city’s football coaches. 
Jones is the elder statesman of the group 
entering his third year at the helm of the 
Patriot program. 

All three head coaches have made 
changes at the coordinator position. Lee 
offensive coordinator Dwayne Nunez 
is the only coordinator from last season. 
Spencer Anthony, a former assistant of 
Finn, has moved back to Texas from Okla-
homa and will serve as the defensive co-
ordinator. 

Former Lee assistant Ronnie Whigham  
moved across town to join Toomer’s staff 
as the offensive coordinator. Alvin Dotson  
joined the Sterling staff as the defensive 
coordinator. Dotson held the same job at 
Fort Bend Elkins.

Jones made some internal moves to 
fill his vacated coordinator slots. Bobby 
Locke was promoted to offensive coordi-
nator and George Taylor was promoted to 
defensive coordinator. 

At Dayton, Brandon Craus was named 
the offensive coordinator and Freddie 
Strange is the new defensive coordinator 
at Crosby. 

This season will feature some new ri-
vals following realignment. The Baytown 

schools will compete in three different 
districts with no head-to-head match-ups. 
Sterling will remain in Class 6A. Class 5A 
was split into two different divisions. The 
teams will no longer be split into divisions 
based on enrollment once the playoffs 
start. Goose Creek Memorial was placed 
in Class 5A Division 1 and Class 5A Di-
vision II. Those changes also impact area 
teams. Barbers Hill, Crosby and Dayton 
will compete in Division II in the same 
district as Lee.

Those looking to find where Beaumont 
Ozen and Central landed will need look 
any further than Beaumont United, which 
will compete in Class 6A. 

It’s not like anyone should have a prob-
lem getting excited about football. But 
all the changes and in some cases, a new 
beginning, help stoke the fire. The three 
Baytown schools won a total of six games 
last season. The odds are good it could be 
topped in the first three weeks of the sea-
son.

Another change will be at Stallworth 
Stadium where the press box will be 
named after longtime football fan Jim Fin-
ley, a columnist and former Baytown Sun 
managing editor. Finley remains an avid 
football fan and rarely misses a game. 
Having watched games at Stallworth Sta-
dium since the first game in 1970, it is not 
a stretch to say the honor is well deserved.

A special thank you to Finley for sitting 
down and talking some football. Thanks 
also go out to Preslie Cox for helping with 
the photographs and Joe Berezoski for 
providing help with the previews. And a 
special thank you to the area coaches for 
taking time out of their day to talk about 
their teams. 

After each interview, it is hard not to 
get excited about the season. Now that 
the preview has been safely taken off the 
drawing board and into your hands, it is 
time to enjoy some football. See y’all out 
at the stadiums.

Michael Pineda is the assistant manag-
ing editor for The Baytown Sun. He can 
be reached at 281-425-8018 or michael.
pineda@baytownsun.com.

MICHAEL 
PINEDA

Prepare for some 
changes this season

Baytown Sun photo by Michael Pineda

On this year’s cover photo, Baytown standouts are pictured along with Jim Finley. Goose 
Creek CISD will name the pressbox after the Sun columnist this season. Pictured from left, 
in the pressbox at Stallworth Stadium are Goose Creek Memorial’s Trey Crump, Sterling’s 
Calvin Hill, Finley and Lee’s Montrel Motton. 

KEEPING YOU AT THE 
TOP OF YOUR GAME

When an injury has you sidelined, the world-class team of 
specialists at Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports 
Medicine will help you get back out there faster, with:

• Expertise to treat common to complex injuries
• Latest imaging and technology
• Advanced nonsurgical treatments
• Minimally invasive procedures
• State-of-the-art physical and occupational therapy

Schedule an appointment to discuss 
your options with a specialist.
4201 Garth Rd., Suite 111 | Baytown, TX 77521
281.427.7400 | houstonmethodist.org/gameon

Baytown

Willowbrook

Texas Medical Center

West Houston-Katy

Sugar Land

The Woodlands

Clear Lake

Bellaire

Memorial City

Pearland

Conroe



Football Preview The Baytown Sun 3BTuesday, August 28, 2018

Since 1970, Baytown Sun columnist Jim Finley has seen some of the best Baytown football players at 
Stallworth Stadium. He has a lifetime of memories and, entering this season, it will be interesting to see 

Who will be the next gridiron great?
BY MICHAEL PINEDA

michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

A lot of history has taken place at Stall-
worth Stadium. Since the first game was 
played in 1970, hundreds of outstanding 
football players have taken their turn 
playing for Baytown, playing for district 
championships and playing for a chance 
at a state championship. 

From the press box perched above the 
home stands, Baytown Sun columnist 
Jim Finley has seen his share of gridiron 
greats. Finley worked for the Baytown 
Sun as the stadium was being built and 
continues to take his seat in the press box 
each Friday night and some Thursday 
nights. He is such a fixture Goose Creek 
CISD opted to name the press box after 
him. 

Suffice to say, if you want to learn about 
Baytown football, you want to talk to Fin-
ley.

“I covered the first game,” Finley said. 
“Lee played Aldine McArthur or some-
body like that and won the game. In those 
days, Stallworth Stadium and the stadium 
in Spring Branch were the two biggest 
and best in the Houston area. 

“Back in those days, whoever was play-
ing Lee or Sterling, our side was full, and 
almost half of the other side. And when 
they would play each other, it was 16,000 
to 17,000.”

Finley said it was a different atmo-
sphere and that is what people did on 
Friday night. Of all the games Finley has 
watched at Stallworth, three stick out to 
him. It should come as no surprise the 
memories revolve around “The Game.”

The first game is the 1971 version of 
the Lee and Sterling rivalry. In the con-
test, Sterling broke through for its first 
win against Lee on what Finley said is the 
craziest play he has ever seen.

“Lee has won the first four games of the 
series,” Finley said. “Sterling has never 
beaten Lee and never won a district cham-
pionship. They’re being coached by a guy 
named Jim Hess, who came here, stayed 
one year and did a marvelous job. Lee is 
ahead 19-14 and there are two minutes 
left in the ballgame. Lee has the ball on 
their 25-yard line or somewhere in there. 

“They pitch the ball out and a corner-
back named Russell Clark intercepts the 
pitchout and scores the touchdown and 

they end up winning 20-19. I have nev-
er seen that before or since. They had the 
ballgame.”

Finley recalled within the next day or 
two, bumper stickers began popping up 
all over town with the score on it and the 
statement, ‘How sweet it is.’

The win also gave Sterling the first of 
five consecutive district championships. 

Finley would not have to wait long for 
his second memorable game. In 1973, 
the Lee and Sterling were playing for a 
district championship in front of 22,000 
people. There was a three-way tie for the 
district lead and only the district champi-
on made the playoffs. Lee, Sterling and 
Galena Park were all in first.

“Back in those days, Galena Park was 
tough, tough, tough,” Finley said. “North 
Shore was the team you wanted to play 
in the opener back then. Lee is ahead 3-0 
and they are in the fourth quarter. Over the 
PA comes the message North Shore has 

somehow upset Galena Park 2-0.”
Sterling entered the game needing to 

beat Lee by 14 and Lee just needed a win. 
With the upset, it was winner take all. 
Finley said Sterling drove about 51 yards 
down the field and scored. Dane Listi did 
the honors for the Rangers and his touch-
down gave Sterling a 6-3 win. Al Dennis, 
the winningest coach at Sterling, led the 
team to the win. 

“They would have never gone to the 
playoffs if Galena Park would not have 
gotten upset,” Finley said, “The whole 
day was electric because of the 22,000 
people there. People were still driving 
into the stadium almost at halftime.”

The third game was 2001 when Lee 
knocked off Sterling 62-7. In that contest, 
Tate tied a state record with eight touch-
down passes. One of the three Tate tied for 
the record was Jabo Leonard of Barbers 
Hill. It was 48-7 at the half and the coach-
es agreed to run the clock in the second 

half.
“That was probably the greatest single 

performance that I saw,” Finley said. “It 
was just, ‘Wow,’ one right after the other.”

As far as memorable plays, a special 
teams effort took place during a game 
between Lee and Pasadena, which had a 
great program at the time. Lee under Ron-
nie Kramer had backed Pasadena inside 
its 10 and Mike Kirkland punted the ball 
85 yards to flip the field.

“It was the longest punt in the history of 
the stadium,” Finley said. 

Kirkland won the National Punt, Pass 
and Kick competition as a 13-year-old so 
he was pretty capable of turning the field 
over.

“All of a sudden it is Lee backed up in-
side its 10-yard-line,” Finley said. 

“The Ganders went on to win the game 
but an 85-year-old punt.”

Finley’s wildest game took place last 
season with Port Neches-Groves win over 
Crosby in the bi-district round of the play-
offs. 

“Whoever had the ball last,” Finley 
said. 

Finley said there are many outstanding 
players he has seen, many of which played 
Division 1 and other great Baytown play-
ers that never made it. He has watched 
games from three press boxes, the second 
of which had its challenges. It was not 
only small but the windows would fog up. 
A squeegee was constantly applied to the 
windows so people could see the game. 
During the early history of Stallworth Sta-
dium, there was a charge for parking. 

Now, Finley has a parking spot close 
to the press box which will officially be 
named after him during a ceremony at the 
Sterling home game against Aldine Nim-
itz on Sept. 7.

“I was really surprised,” he said. “First, 
I was really overwhelmed by it and I am 
still feeling really humbled. Carl Theis 
was the person who ramrodded this and 
Wes Walker helped him. I appreciate Ran-
dy O’Brien and the board.”

Finley said it took a while to digest it. 
He said it was one of the greatest events 
of his life since he has been here.

“I’ve really been blessed to be in 
Baytown and to be a part of it,” he said. 
“I thank the man upstairs for allowing me 
to do that. 

Baytown Sun photo by Michael Pineda

Sun columnist Jim Finley has seen hundreds of Baytown football players throughout the 
history of Stallworth Stadium. This season, a new group of athletes will take their turns in 
being a part of that history. From left, GCM’s Trey Crump, Sterling’s Calvin Hill, Finley and 
Lee’s Montrel Motton. 

Baytown Sun photo by Michael Pineda

The Baytown coaches discuss the finer points of the game during a break from practice. From left, GCM head coach 
Bren Jones, Sterling head coach Robert Toomer and Lee head coach Tim Finn. 

The Sun District 21-6A projections
THE BAYTOWN SUN

1. North Shore — What kind of team brings up 
freshmen late in the season and becomes better? North 
Shore would be your answer. The Mustangs bring back 
a lot of talent on offense and have plenty waiting in the 
wings on defense.

2. West Brook — The Bruins have completed an ex-
ile in north Houston to return to a district with familiar 
foes. Several teams will wish West Brook had stayed 
up north.

3. Deer Park — For the first time in a couple of 
years, the Deer aren’t penciled in as district favorites. 
The Pasadena district was fun while it lasted. The good 
news is plenty of talent returns for first-year head coach 
Austin Flynn.

4. C.E. King — C.E. King was one of the schools 
impacted by Hurricane Harvey. The Panthers will make 

their mark in district play thanks to a talented roster and 
normal routine.

5. La Porte — The Bulldogs made the playoff as 
a four-seed last season. A number of underclassmen 
gained experience and it won’t be a surprise if La Porte 
flips position with a couple of teams listed above it.

6. Sterling — The Rangers have one of the most tal-
ented running backs in the district in Calvin Hill. But 
he needs some help for Sterling to land a playoff spot in 
Robert Toomer’s first year as head coach.

7. Channelview — The Falcons turned in a disap-
pointing season in 2018 after a string of playoff appear-
ances. Are last year’s results the new norm?

8. Beaumont United — The new kid on the block is a 
combination of Beaumont Central and Beaumont Ozen. 
There is some talent to make some noise, but more than 
likely the Timberwolves will be on the outside looking 
in during their first year.

The Sun 
District 9-5A DI 
projections

THE BAYTOWN SUN
1. Port Arthur Memorial — The Titans are again 

loaded, looking for a trip to state under new coach Brian 
Morgan. There probably won’t be anybody in the district 
able to put up much of an argument.

2. New Caney — The Eagles have established a solid 
program and won a share of the District 21-5A title last 
season. There is enough talent to put them in the race for 
a home playoff game.

3. Porter — The Spartans have been developing tra-
dition on the fly, starting with an upset at home against 
Crosby two years ago. Porter will be young but have 
enough experience to make the playoffs. 

4. Kingwood Park — The Panthers were energized by 
an upset of Barbers Hill and rode it to a playoff appear-
ance last season. Kingwood Park leaned on its defense 
and will have six returning starters on that side of the ball 
this season.

5. Goose Creek Memorial — The Patriots will have 
their best district finish in several years after moving 
down to Class 5A. With an experienced senior class GCM 
could be in the playoff hunt. But a running back will have 
to emerge.

6. Houston Austin — The Mustangs would have been 
much higher on the list if this would have been written 
in the spring. But quarterback Malik Hornsby decided to 
take his talents to Fort Bend Marshall. Austin now has 
some questions and nine starters to replace on defense.

7. Galena Park — The good news for the Yellowjack-
ets is they return nine starters on the defensive side of the 
ball. The bad news is they return from a team that went 
1-8 last season. 

8. Houston Wisdom — Wisdom will struggle to com-
pete.

Baytown Sun photo by Michael Pineda

The GCM defensive front sticks a Hardin-Jefferson running 
back during a scrimmage.

VISIT US

www.baytownsun.com
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GCM excited about new season, new district 
Goose Creek Memorial

Aug. 30 at Sam Rayburn  7 p.m.
Sept. 7 at South Houston  7 p.m.
Sept. 14 at Clear Falls   7 p.m.
Sept. 21 Bye   
Sept. 27 at Houston Austin  7 p.m.
Oct. 4 PA Memorial    7 p.m.
Oct 12 Porter    7 p.m.
Oct 20 at Houston Wisdom 6 p.m.
Oct. 26 Galena Park   7 p.m.
Nov. 2 at New Caney   7 p.m.
Nov. 9 Kingwood Park  7 p.m.

 BY MICHAEL PINEDA
michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

The Goose Creek Memorial football 
team picked up a big win before the first 
game of the season was scheduled. 

During the UIL realignment, the Patri-
ots were dropped down to Class 5A, end-
ing an otherwise forgettable foray into the 
state’s largest class.

During two years of competing in Class 
6A, the Patriots were winless in district 
play and had one win  — over Lee.

GCM will have a challenging district 
with powerhouse Port Arthur Memorial, 
New Caney, Porter and Kingwood Park. 
But they are taking the place of North 
Shore, Atascocita and Summer Creek.

With a new district, GCM is looking 
forward to a new beginning led by seniors 
who took their lumps as sophomores. 

“There is a sense in the air we are about 
to turn the corner,” GCM head coach Bren 
Jones said. “The kids have been getting 
after it. 

“Our senior leadership has been com-
ing through since the spring. Big things 
are expected from our seniors. Several of 
them have started since they were sopho-
mores. A lot of them could have quit and 
not come back. But they love the game of 
football.”

Jones said the coaching staff has seen 
leadership each season. This season, the 
senior class is leading the way. The pro-
gram is also encouraged with changes at 
the coordinator spots. Bobby Locke was 
elevated to offensive coordinator and 
George Taylor was elevated to defensive 
coordinator. 

“They have done a good job of simpli-
fying things,” Jones said. “We want to 
make sure the kids know what they are 
doing. We are doing a lot of reps, getting 
it right. Our staff in general has a lot of 
new faces. They have begun to gel and 
understand the expectations.”

For GCM, the big picture on offense is 
to get the ball in the hands of the playmak-
ers. The coaching staff feels if the offen-
sive line can hold their blocks, the Patriot 
skill players will make plays. 

Jones said the team is focused on con-
sistency and limiting mistakes. 

It all starts at the quarterback position 
where the team is looking at three differ-
ent candidates. Emerson Haywood, a ju-
nior has the most experience of the three 
at the varsity level. Haywood started last 
season at quarterback and gives the team 
a threat to make big plays in the air and 
on the ground. Sophomore Reggie Branch 
is also expected to see playing time and 
showed playmaker ability in the first 
scrimmage of the season. Also competing 
for playing time is Dylan Pitre, a sopho-
more transfer from Sterling.

“We are trying to find the best fit,” 
Jones said. “Haywood is an athlete and 
the sophomores are pushing for the job.”

Haywood and Branch will also see time 
at receiver, where they can also make a 
big impact for the team. 

GCM has had to change plans at run-
ning back after its leading rusher trans-
ferred prior to preseason workouts. Brice 
Lane, a sophomore, has is the leading can-
didate to fill the role.

“He is a good looking kid and a good 
athlete,” Jones said. “He will also play 
some linebacker for us.”

The Patriots will also use an H-back and 
have several candidates competing for the 
position.

At receiver, the team is welcoming back 
Tre Driver, who provides speed and the 
ability to turn in a one-play drive. In addi-
tion to Branch and Haywood, the coach-
ing staff is looking for other candidates to 
step up and earn playing time. 

The lines are where the program hopes 
to see a difference. In the offseason, the 
program gained 31,000 pounds from No-
vember to April. 

On the offensive line, Jace Davis and 
Braedon Page are back along with Camer-
on Garcia. Jones said the three have stood 
out in the offseason and benefitted from 
the weight program. 

The coaching staff is looking for other 
candidates to step forward.

On the defensive line, the candidates 
have been identified and are expected to 
be a strength. 

Trey Crump, Dalton Williams and Tay-
lor Cane will make it difficult for offenses 
to move the ball up the middle. 

At linebacker, Anthony Fatal will lead 
the way along with Greg Edwards. The 
coaching staff is looking to see who else 
will step up. 

The secondary will be experienced with 
three seniors and a returning junior starter.

Bryce Campbell, Ke’Shaun Jnoffin and 
Isaiah Cheatham lead the way with Hold-
en Hill. Cheatham is a move-in the coach-
ing staff is excited about. 

Jones said the coaching staff is keeping 
it pretty simple on defense and running a 
lot of reps.

“Coach Taylor has been good about em-
phasizing the big things and working on 
technique,” Jones said.

Tackling has been a priority for the team 
with Taylor stressing tackling lower. The 
coaching staff has been encouraged with 
the early results.

Angus Jackson is the leading candidate 
to take over punting duties and Gabriel ? 
will assume kicking duties. 

Jones said the Patriots have stepped into 
another competitive district but feels they 
have a chance to be more successful.

“I think we will be competitive,” Jones 
said. “Anytime you play teams of that 
caliber, it will be competitive but we can 
compete.

“Our community is behind us. We want 
to be successful for them. They have 
backed us over the years.”

Drop to Class 5A should benefit Patriots

Lee ready for growing 
pains to pay off in 2018

Lee
Aug. 31 Westbury    7 p.m.
Sept. 7 at Splendora   7 p.m.
Sept. 14 at Galena Park  7 p.m.
Sept. 21  Bye
Sept. 28 Port Neches-Groves 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 5 at Santa Fe   7:30 p.m.
Oct. 11 Barbers Hill   7 p.m.
Oct. 19 at Nederland   7:30 p.m.
Oct. 25 Dayton    7 p.m.
Nov. 2 Vidor    7:30 p.m.
Nov. 9 Crosby    7:30 p.m.

Fast start key for Ganders this season 
BY MICHAEL PINEDA

michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

Lee will enter this season hoping grow-
ing pains endured in 2017 will pay off in 
2018.

The Ganders are coming off a 1-8 sea-
son that could have looked different in the 
win column with a break here and there.

Lee lost a game to Westbury because 
of Hurricane Harvey. It lost a number of 
seniors to attrition and lost other players 
to injury. By the end of the season, Lee 
was suiting up less than 25. But from that 
group, a core was developed and with 
all of it starters back on offense and re-
inforcements for defense, optimism is 
higher as head coach Tim Finn enters his 
second season at the helm.

“You always come in with high expec-
tations, I don’t know whether that is a plus 
or a flaw. I felt great about how the way 
the year played out, except for the win-
loss record. The kids that stuck it out did 
a tremendous job of being a great group 
to coach. 

Finn said the small senior class when 
the smoke cleared was a disappointment 
along with setback of Hurricane Harvey. 

“I thought we were on a good path,” he 
said. “The whole disruption of everyone 
in the Houston area. All our kids were 
safe. Unfortunately it didn’t do good for 
our team chemistry and where we’re go-
ing.”

The good news for the Ganders is that 
with only seven seniors, the program has 
plenty of starters returning including the 
11 on the offensive side. And there is ex-
perience on the defensive side of the ball. 
But there is a downside.

“Like I said at the Kiwanis Club, we got 
about eight starters back on defense. But 
unfortunately, seven of those are offen-
sive starters,” Finn said.

And that is where Lee will begin to 
work. 

Finn said the sophomore class is a good 
group with some athletes who will be 
leaned on to play defense. They will need 
to grow up fast as Lee is also wanting to 
get out to a good start and build some 
confidence before entering district play 
against a gauntlet that includes Crosby, 
Port Neches-Groves, Barbers Hill, Neder-
land, Vidor and Dayton. 

“The confidence thing last year was 
huge,” Finn said.

“The confidence thing is the way you 
close games out.”

Finn said a couple of wins early in the 
season would have helped the team later, 
when a play made a difference in a couple 
of contests.

The offense should be more confident 
with a number of standouts returning. Ju-
nior quarterback Ijenea Wooley has bene-
fited from a solid offseason and looks to 
improve on a season when he was named 
district newcomer of the year. Dave 
Campbell’s ranks Wooley among the top 
100 players in his class. Joining him in 
the backfield is sophomore Ja’Kenan Da-
vis who is ranked among the top 25 in his 
class by Dave Campbell’s.

“This year, we have those guys with ex-
perience, it’s not just those two skill play-
ers, with our offensive line and receiving 
corps are all solid returners and good foot-
ball players,” Finn said. 

Finn said Wooley came along and if he 
can continue progressing like he did from 
last year’s first game to the last, the sky 
is the limit. And he will have plenty of 
help in the receiving group led by Montrel 
Motton. 

Motton is a three-sport athlete and stays 
in great shape. He gives the program an 
athlete that is competitive and does not 
shy away from the moment. When the 

Ganders need a big third-down conver-
sion, Motton is the first receiving they 
look for. 

“He is a heck of a receiver,” Finn said. 
“(Elijah) Partida suffered a hand injury 
that limited him and he is really looking 
good. (Julian) Laubach had a really solid 
year and he is returning.”

In the backfield, Davis is a load that 
looks like a senior and gives the Ganders a 
home run threat that can run past, or over 
defenders.

“There are those of us that would like 
to get to his weight from both directions,” 
Finn said. “He is a 210-pound sophomore 
running back that has a skill set. He’s truly 
a weapon that works hard. 

“He is a year older and his maturity is 
beyond his years. He never acted like a 
freshman last year.”

Both Partida and Davis will also be 
looked at for back-up quarterback. 

Leading the way for the offense will 
be Juan Carillo, Rashad Futch, Moses 
Madriz and Nathaniel Banuelos, who all 
had a good offseason. Finn said Phoenix 
Shackleford is also a returning starter but 
the coaching staff would like to see him 
mainly on defense this season.

“We feel like he can be one of the top 
defensive players in the district so we’re 
trying to find a guy to step in,” Finn said. 

Joseph Martinez is getting first shot 
with Enrique Nieto and Alfredo Nieto also 
in competition for the job. 

Shackleford will spearhead the defen-
sive line with Billy Haynes, Banuelos, 
Jacob Vasquez and Edgar Pulido all com-
peting for playing time. Vasquez and Puli-
do are two of the sophomores the program 
is depending on to step up and provide 
depth. 

Ryan James is returning at inside line-
backer and Jacorian Colbert is back at 
outside linebacker. The coaching staff is 
looking for someone to step up and fill 
out the rest of the group. Davis also looks 
great at linebacker and could see time 
there as well. 

At defensive back, the Ganders are ath-
letic with Raylon Johnson, Laubach, Jo-
seph Jones and Charles King. Motton and 
Partida will also see time.

“Non-district is really important for us, 
getting these kids to where we can win 
with them and winning early,” Finn said. 
“It’s going to be huge for the confidence 
of the team.”

THE BAYTOWN SUN
1. South Houston at GCM 
South Houston had a breakthrough season in 2017, finishing third in District 22-

6A. This season, the Trojans have a new coach and several key players coming back 
including quarterback Torrance Stevens. This will be GCM’s toughest non-district 
foe and a valuable tool in assessing where the team is as it prepares for district play.

2. Porter at GCM
Porter has been a playoff qualifier the past two years and one of the teams the Pa-

triots need to compete with for a playoff spot. The game will come on the heels of a 
match-up with Port Arthur Memorial. A win would give GCM momentum as it heads 
into games against Houston Wisdom and Galena Park.

3. Kingwood Park at GCM
This is the final game of the season and one of the two teams if not both could be 

in the playoff hunt. Kingwood Park advanced to the playoffs last season and is a pro-
gram on the rise. The Patriots have an opportunity to be in the thick of things in their 
first year back in Class 5A.

Three key games for the 
GCM Patriots this season

Three key games for the 
Lee Ganders this season

THE BAYTOWN SUN
1. Westbury at Lee
Westbury was the team Lee beat to end a 27-game losing streak. The two teams were 

also scheduled to play last year but along came Hurricane Harvey. This year, the two 
teams will meet at Stallworth Stadium with Lee hungry to get off to a good start on the 
season. The Ganders felt they could have had some more wins with the lost game. This 
fall, they will get their chance to see if the game helps steer them in the right direction. 

2. Lee at Santa Fe
If the Ganders are going to compete in District 12-5A DII, this will be a good game. 

Santa Fe is a program on the upswing over the past two years. Both teams will look at 
this game as a must-win in district play.

3. Vidor at Lee
Vidor is always a challenge in district play with its wing-T. The good news for Lee 

is they are no strangers to it, having seen it the past two years. The Pirates have been a 
playoff team the past two years and will provide a good measuring stick for the Gander 
program in the next-to-last game of the season.
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New Sterling coach focused on breakthrough 
Sterling

Aug. 31 at Clear Creek  7 p.m.
Sept. 7 Aldine Nimitz   7 p.m.
Sept. 14 Houston Austin  7 p.m.
Sept. 21 Bye 
Sept. 28 at Beaumont United 7 p.m.
Oct. 5 Channelview   7 p.m.
Oct. 12 at La Porte   7 p.m.
Oct. 19 North Shore   7 p.m.
Oct. 26 at Deer Park   7 p.m.
Nov. 2 at C.E. King   7 p.m.
Nov. 11 Westbrook   7 p.m.

Barbers Hill
Aug. 31 Magnolia    7:30 p.m.
Sept. 7 at Montgomery  7:30 p.m.
Sept. 14 Kingwood Park  7:30 p.m.
Sept. 21 Bye
Sept. 28 at Dayton    7:30 p.m.
Oct. 5 Nederland   7:30 p.m.
Oct. 11 at Lee    7 p.m.
Oct.  19  Vidor    7:30 p.m.
Oct. 26 at Crosby   7:30 p.m.
Nov. 2 Port Neches-Groves 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 9 at Santa Fe   7:30 p.m.

BY MICHAEL PINEDA
michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

Sterling has knocked on the door of a 
playoff berth late into the season the past 
two years. It will be up to new coach Rob-
ert Toomer to knock the door down and 
take the program to a new level.

Toomer took over the program in late 
spring following Brett Sawyer’s resigna-
tion and has begun the process of putting 
his personal stamp on the program. With 
a new coaching staff, Toomer has begun 
implementing a new defense. Competi-
tion is wide open as the Rangers work on 
building depth 

Toomer said the biggest change is the 
defense and its attacking style.

“We believe in not letting the offense 
dictate the tempo, we want to dictate the 
temp to the offense,” Toomer said. 

Offensively, the coaching staff has a 
major league weapon in Calvin Hill. The 
focus is developing other playmakers and 
depth. The depth is important for the staff 
on the offensive line where they would 
like to see interchangeable parts. 

“We don’t want to handicap ourselves 
with kids playing one position,” he said. 
“So we’re treating the offensive line 
as one unit. And if you play tackle you 
should be able to play guard and under-
stand the whole concept.”

In an effort to bring it all together, the 
coaching staff is working on team ca-
maraderie. It starts in the way the team 
walks out of the locker room and extends 
throughout practice The purpose is to de-
velop a program.

“We bring a little more of a team con-
cept, it’s the little things,” Toomer said. 
“What I try to get them to understand is 
if you can do the little things, then the big 
things will come. It is as simple as lock-
ing arms coming out of the locker room. 
If you can’t follow the structure, how can 
I trust you on the field?

“It’s the little things that’s going to push 
us through. I have them believing the 
reason you haven’t made the playoffs in 
these years is because it’s the little things. 
The big things you can do, the big plays. 
But can you consistently make a drive? 
Can you consistently make a play on the 
defensive side of the ball?”

If Sterling is able to do the consistent 
things on offense, it will start with the 
line. Toomer said the line has been a nice 
surprise. Despite being young, the group 
has made a big impression. 

“I think our offensive line gives us the 
opportunity to run a variety of things,” 
he said. “They can run they are big and 
physical. I was very surprised with the 
offensive line, their mentality as a group 
to get things done. And they’re hard on 
themselves. When things don’t go right 
and they make a mistake. They are hard 

on themselves.”
Among the linemen expected to make 

an impact are Trace Smoke, Julian Alma-
guer, Zakary Medina, Garrison Shaw and 
Noah Garcia. Assistant Head Coach John 
Launius also highlighted Keaton Koury, 
Elijah Tolliver and Kaarey Fillyaw. They 
are all expected to be interchangeable and 
able even see time on the defensive side 
of the ball. 

Launius said the line has been receptive 
and expects them to continue to get better. 
They will lead the way for the offensive 
weapons starting with Hill. During the 
offseason, Hill committed to Texas State 
and is coming off a breakout season where 
he rushed for over 1,800 yards. Marquez 
Robertson saw time in a back-up role and 
will be leaned on to make plays in a vari-
ety of ways. 

Jaden Truesdale has looked good ear-
ly on and will also see time with Rafael 
Gutierrez. Hill has the ability of catch the 
ball and will see time at receiver. Dylan 
Pool has emerged as a consistent threat 
as a senior. E.J. Hawkins could see time 
at receiver as well. The competition for 
playing time is wide open as coaches look 
for playmakers to emerge.

Hawkins is also in the thick of the com-
petition for quarterback. He became the 
starter last season, allowing the team to 
move Hill to running back. Also compet-
ing for playing time are Jacob Landry and 
Peyton Moyer. 

Toomer said each of the quarterbacks 
have a different skill set. Hawkins is an 
athlete that can throw a little bit. Landry is 
not as fast but a good pocket passer. Moy-
er has a mix of the two skills. The coach-
ing staff likes the current quarterback 
competition and will settle on one leading 
into the season. Versatility will also be in 
play at the position as the candidates can 
be used at other positions. 

“If you are the quarterback then you are 
the quarterback,” Toomer said. “That’s 
not saying the other quarterback doesn’t 
want to play. Sometimes the quarterback 
has to get in a rhythm. And I think when 
you take them out when they do some-
thing wrong, then you put the negative 
connotation in their head they are doing 
something wrong. Everybody is going to 
make mistakes so we are going to hang 
our hat on one guy.”

Alejandro Padron-Huerta will handle 
the kicking duties for the team. Also earn-
ing accolades from the coaching staff is 
deep snapper John Farris, who they feel is 
the best in the area. 

Defensively, the Rangers have been im-
pressive to Toomer, displaying an ability 
to work together. The front seven will be 
the strength of the unit. The secondary 
is undergoing a major overhaul and will 
need to grow up fast this season.

Pablo Aguilera and Kendrick Kegler 

will return at linebacker and give the team 
a building block along with an experi-
enced line.

The secondary is young, long, lanky 
and talented. Toomer said the athletic 
ability would make up from some inexpe-
rience. Overall, the head coach describes 
the defense as fiery. 

“We are not as big and I am not big on 
size, I am big on speed,” he said. “Their 
tenacity to get to the ball is something you 
can’t measure.”

On the defensive line, the coaching staff 
will lean on Mekhi Stewart and Daniel 
Eppinger as well as Carlos Gomez and 

Doante Davis. Cameron Gordon and Kev-
in Kirkland. 

Joining Kegler and Aguilera is Daylan 
Stewart who played in the secondary last 
season. Toomer said people would take 
heed to Stewart who ran track and is long. 

“The best thing about it is he is phys-
ical,” Toomer said. “You don’t get many 
people you can move from corner to line-
backer.”

Tayvian Haggerty plays safety and 
is also earning accolades from the staff. 
Joining him are Micah Campbell, Shawn 
Jackson, Dezmond Johnson and Trinity 
Oliver.

Barbers Hill eager for 
return to playoffs in 2018

Rangers looking for playmakers to step up

Offense to be a strength for the Eagles
BY MICHAEL PINEDA

michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

Barbers Hill is coming of a roller coast-
er season that did not end with much 
amusement. Throughout spring football, 
the offseason and fall camp, the Eagles 
have worked toward a more satisfactory 
ending.

The Hill will enter the season with some 
set pieces on the offensive side of the ball 
and a defense that will need to replace a 
number of key players. It will also enter 
the season looking to reach the playoffs 
after coming up short with a 6-3 record 
in 2017. An injury to quarterback Cam-
eron Cauthen set the team back in a loss 
to Kingwood Park. The Eagles had an op-
portunity to clinch a spot in the last week 
of the season but could not get untracked 
in a loss to Porter. The end result did not 
sit well with the program. 

“You have to have some depth and that 
is what we are trying to develop,” Barbers 
Hill head coach Tom Westerberg said. 
“We lost Cameron and that hurt. Dalton 
(Holland) did a good job of stepping in. 
It’s just when you get some people hurt 
you need to have some depth. And that is 
probably the biggest issue for everybody 
at our level, being able to have that.”

The offseason went a long way to-
ward developing the much-needed depth. 
Westerberg said the program is working 
to even the gap with teams making deep 
playoff runs.

“We had great buy-in program through 
the summer and our summer pc program,” 
Barbers Hill head coach Tom Westerberg 
said. “We want to get away from is, if you 
just work football during football. We call 
that recreational football and we don’t 
want to be recreational football. We want 
to be striving for playoff teams and striv-
ing for district championships and stuff 
like that. In order to do that, you have to 
put in the work the other teams do.”

Westerberg with the development, it all 
comes down to being ready to play on Fri-
day night. The Eagles will have a change 

in the schedule, moving from a nine-team 
district to an eight-team district. The dis-
trict promises to be just as tough if not 
tougher as Port Neches-Groves, Neder-
land and Vidor join Crosby, Dayton, Lee, 
Santa Fe and Barbers Hill. 

“I told the kids, you look at the number 
of teams in our district that were playoff 
teams,” he said. “All three teams coming 
from the other district, Nederland, Vidor 
and PN-G. Then you have Crosby in the 
mix. So, it’s a pretty good deal.”

Westerberg said the sense of urgen-
cy has to pick up from Day 1. The team 
is making an effort to put the ball in the 
air more this season. After Cauthen went 
down, the team relied more on the run 
game. But with an outstanding group of 
receivers and a quarterback corps that has 
developed, the Eagles can get back to do-
ing what they like best. 

“Watching them develop over 7-on-7, 
then over the summer and in the spring, 
I think we will be into throwing it a little 
better,” he said.  

The Eagles depth at quarterback has 
allowed them to move Holland back to 
wide receiver. Hayden Johnson, a transfer 
from Clear Falls will open the season as 
the starting quarterback. Connor Dunham, 
a transfer from Santa Fe, will serve as the 
backup. 

Westerberg said Johnson was a starter 
for Clear Falls before getting hurt. Ac-
cording to Quarterback Hit list, Johnson is 
the ranked 79th in the nation among pro-
style quarterbacks in the Class of 2019. 

Senior Spencer Long will return at run-
ning back for the Eagles. Long missed 
several games last season to an injury, 
which had an impact on the team. Brian 
Davis, a transfer from Sterling will see 
time as the backup.

Wide receiver will be a strength for the 
team with a number of playmakers return-
ing including Holland. Holland is coming 
off a year in which he qualified for state in 
the hurdles. Also back are Brady Rogers, 
Christian Rhodes, Landon Gershmel with 
Cameron Cauley joining from the JV. 

The offensive line will have a founda-
tion to build on with the return of Durham 
Avant and Ethan Hagler. The coaching 
staff is looking to fill the line with can-
didates who played sub-varsity last sea-
son. Westerberg said the younger linemen 
are coming along very well and the team 
will be big up front. One athlete who has 
emerged is Casey Collier, who had a great 
offseason. 

“He had a great, great summer and 
spring, just growing mentally and phys-
ically,” Westerberg said. “He’s a big kid 
getting better.”

Gershmel will get the nod at kicker and 
the coaching staff is working to identify 
a punter.

Defensively, the Eagles are reloading 
with a number of new faces expected to 
see significant playing time. The team has 
experience at defensive tackle with Dylan 
Ausmus and Austin Ballard back to lead 
the way. 

“They were instrumental in how we 
played up front last season,” Westerberg 
said. 

Josh King-Bradley will fill one of the 
defensive end spots. The coaching staff 
has big expectations for the sophomore. 
The coaching staff is developing other 
candidates at the position. 

Cavin Brannin will get the start at one 
linebacking spot. Brannin played running 

back the first half of last season. Col-
lin Young, a back-up last season, is also 
written in as a starter. Westerberg said the 
linebacking candidates have had a good 
summer and the position overall should 
be quicker. 

Brandon Hefferman and A.J. Warby 
started in the secondary last season and 
will give the team experience at the back 
of the defense. There is little experience 
at cornerback and the coaching staff is 
working with several candidates to see 
who will step up. 

The defense will need to grow fast with 
a challenging schedule. Non-district op-
ponents Magnolia and Kingwood Park 
were playoff teams last season and Mont-
gomery is dropping down from Class 6A. 
It is an improvement over last season. 
Barbers Hill had one non-district game 
before starting district, which consisted of 
nine teams. The Eagles will have the cus-
tomary eight-team district with everyone 
scheduling a bye week around the same 
time.

Throughout his years coaching in UIL, 
Westerberg said he has been in districts 
from nine teams to six teams. 

“We have had it all kinds of ways,” he 
said. “In a six-team district, four teams get 
in the odds are pretty good. We were pret-
ty good in that deal. I’m just glad we are 
in an even-numbered district.”

Baytown Sun photo by Michael Pineda

Sterling quarterback E.J. Hawkins rolls out and finds a receiver in a scrimmage against 
Pearland. 
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Reloaded Crosby working to reach its standard
Crosby

Aug. 31 at New Caney   7 p.m.
Sept. 7 Manvel    7 p.m.
Sept. 14 Bye 
Sept. 21 West Orange-Stark  7 p.m.
Sept. 28 at Vidor    7:30 p.m.
Oct. 5 Dayton    7:30 p.m.
Oct. 12 Port Neches-Groves 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 19 at Santa Fe   7:30 p.m.
Oct. 26 Barbers Hill     7:30 p.m.
Nov. 2 at Nederland   7:30 p.m.
Nov. 9 Lee     7:30 p.m.

BY MICHAEL PINEDA
michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

CROSBY — In 2017, Crosby posted a 
9-2 record and was eliminated in the first 
round of the playoffs by a team that went 
three rounds deep. 

For some, that is a successful year. For 
Crosby, it is considered, N.O.S. — Not 
our standard.

This season, Crosby is looking forward 
to regaining its standard on the field. With 
an offense packed with playmakers and 
a defensive mix of returning starters and 
athletic youth, the Cougars appear ready 
for the challenges ahead. 

Crosby has scheduled one of its tough-
est non-district schedules in school histo-
ry and will play in a loaded District 12-5A 
1 mixed with rivals and Golden Triangle 
heavyweights. 

“The kids went into the spring with a 
chip on their shoulder and the offseason 
with a chip on their shoulder,” Crosby 
head coach Jeff Riordan said. “They’ve 
done everything we’ve asked and beyond. 
They’ve worked their tail off in the weight 
room, on the track and 7-on-7, this sum-
mer in Edge. Just the commitment and ac-
countability of our leaders and seniors has 
been awesome. 

“Our young kids have to buy in, there is 
no option. When everybody’s doing it and 
everybody’s expecting, everybody gets on 
board or they kind of just cut themselves 
really, we don’t have to do it.”

Riordan said it has been exciting and 
the kids are hungry. The hunger has been 
fed with hard work during the offseason. 
Riordan said the program has a tradition 
of working hard in the months leading 
into the season. With a week and a half 
into workouts, Riordan said one thing that 
has stuck out is it is much more athletic. 

It is particularly evident in the second-
ary, an area that was injury-riddled last 
season. 

“We were banged up and battered on 
defense, we had some guys playing out of 
position and some fourth and fifth string,” 
Riordan said. “We even had to pull up a 
freshman and start him and he will be on 
the JV this year most likely. 

“The athletic ability in the back end 
and experience in the front end is making 
excited about how we are going to be on 

defense. Offensively, Jaden Howard is 
phenomenal. He was great last year and 
he got better every week as the year went 
on. And it’s no different this year. I mean, 
we go in day one and we can run our 
whole offense because our quarterback is 
on point.”

Howard is returning for his senior year 
and will be backed up by junior Kobe 
Coker who Riordan is also high on. How-
ard figures to be one of the top quarter-
backs in the area at 6-4, 170 with gains 
in speed.

“He’s gotten a lot of speed over the 
spring and summer,” Riordan said. “He 
was always kind of quick and shifty, 
could make people miss. Now, straight-
line speed is there. So he will be another 
difference-maker there running the ball.”

Riordan said Howard has continued to 
improve in the mental aspects of the game 
to mix with his other abilities such as arm 
strength. He does a great job of moving 
around and keeping his eyes down field to 
make a play.

Lining up in the backfield with How-
ard will be senior Zachary Simon, who is 
returning to the offensive side of the ball 
after lining up on defense last season. As 
a sophomore, Riordan said the Simon ran 
for 400 to 500 yards. He will team up with 
junior Noel Wright, who was on the JV 
last season. Riordan said the tandem has 
looked sharp. While they may not possess 
the big-play ability of Craig Williams, 
who signed with Baylor, they will be able 
to knock out 10 to 20 yard runs. 

At wide receiver, Sterling transfer Mar-
quis Doucette has shown the ability to be 
the same type of big-play receiver Tre Pat-
terson was last season. Doucette hauled in 
a couple of 70-yard touchdown passes, in 
the team’s intra-squad scrimmage. Senior 
Matthew Fanana is also a returning start-
er and was a big part of the offense last 
season.  

It will all start with the offensive line, 
which Riordan feels is a lot better this sea-
son. Senior Chayse Todd, who has com-
mitted to the University of Houston and 
junior Keegan Shexnayder lead the line. 
Riordan also considers senior Chris Cole 
as the anchor of the line. 

“He was our sixth man last year so he 
played center, guard, tackle, wherever we 
needed him last year,” Riordan said. “He 

was that guy we could put in there. This 
year, he is a full-time starter. He’s not a 
very big kid but can’t anybody whoop him 
in that phone book he plays in. He’s just a 
football player.”

Crosby is particularly excited about the 
defensive front entering this season with 
three returning starters. Senior Brandon 
Diaz is back along with second-team 
all-district performer senior Tim Camp 
and first team performer senior Jamar 
Hamilton. 

“Those guys are experienced and good,” 
Riordan said. “They know their role and 
know their job.”

Providing depth will be junior Tramel 
White and Hunter Moore. Moore, who 
Riordan considers the best returning de-
fensive player will see time there and out-
side linebacker. Also expected to fill out 
the linebacking corps are junior Hunter 
Bailey, which Riordan thought was one 
of the best sophomores in the district last 
season. Senior Michael Hernandez, senior 
Clay Helander, junior Dawson Shaver and 
senior Caleb Clay will also see time at 
linebacker. 

“Sideline to sideline, we will be faster 
this year,” Riordan said of the lineback-
ers. “They’re also a little more aggressive 
than we were last year. So I think we will 
be pretty good at linebacker. Also in the 

secondary, that will be where we are most 
improved.”

Crosby last secondary athletes to a bro-
ken jaw, broken collarbone, injured foot 
and that was just the start of problems. 
This year, there is speed and athleticism. 
Helping solidify the defensive backfield 
will be Marcus Jnoffin, new defensive co-
ordinator Freddie Strange’s son, Terrance 
Wiley and Jaden Fields, a 6-0, 180 soph-
omore. 

“I’m excited about our defense.” Ri-
ordan said. “It’s exciting because maybe 
we don’t have to score 50 points a game 
to win. I think the guys are going to fly 
around and be excited. It’s a new scheme 
and a new defense.”

Riordan said the Cougars would feature 
a lot of movement, blitzes and some man 
coverage in an effort to keep the offense 
guessing. And the personnel ‘s athleticism 
makes it a match for the style of play.

“It will be tested early with New Caney, 
Manvel and West Orange Stark,” he said. 
“We will know where we are weak.

“New Caney beat us last year and tied 
for a district championship. Manvel lost 
in the state championship and West Or-
ange-Stark lost in the state championship. 
We get to play PN-G again and of course 
there always Dayton, Barbers Hill, Neder-
land and Vidor. It’s going to be fun.”

Cougars gearing up for tough schedule

Dayton
Aug. 31 Friendswood   7:30 p.m.
Sept. 7 Galena Park   7:30 p.m.
Sept. 14 at Porter    7 p.m.
Sept. 21 Bye   
Sept. 28 Barbers Hill   7:30 p.m.
Oct. 5 at Crosby    7:30 p.m.
Oct. 12 at Nederland   7:30 p.m.
Oct. 19 Port Neches-Groves 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 25 at Lee    7:30 p.m.
Nov. 2 Santa Fe    7:30 p.m.
Nov. 9 at Vidor    7:30 p.m.

Dayton looking forward 
to new district rivalries
Broncos aim to have a say in playoff race

BY MICHAEL PINEDA
michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

Sometimes, you have to grin, pull up 
your sleeves and embrace the challenge.

That is where the Dayton football pro-
gram finds itself heading into the season. 
Jeff Nations is entering the season looking 
to return the Broncos to their glory days. 
The UIL has tagged his team with a diffi-
cult rating in the form of District 12-5A 
DII. 

The district is stacked with powers 
from the Golden Triangle locking heads 
with teams in the Baytown area with high 
expectations. With seven offensive start-
ers and six defensive starters returning, 
Dayton is one of those teams with high 
expectations.

“We have an opportunity to be pretty 
good,” Nations said. “We have to be more 
physical than we have been. We have to 
be smarter players and smarter coaches, 
all of us need to be smarter.”

Nations said the district is difficult but 
he loves the challenge. 

“I love the competition and the spirit the 
guys in the east bring with them and the 
passion,” he said. “They pack the stadi-
ums and it is a great atmosphere.”

Nations said Dayton has had a tremen-
dous fall camp. Two areas that have made 
an impression are effort and attitude. 

“The kids are taking coaching and ac-
cepting it,” he said. “In the offseason, we 
talked about getting mentally tougher.”

The reason dates back to last season 
and taking on adversity. The program was 
forced to move up members of the junior 
varsity as it fell out of the district race and 
ultimately finished with a 3-5 record in 
22-5A. 

“The ones that had to grow are the ones 
that we had to move up from JV,” Nations 
said. “Maybe they were not ready but they 
came in, competed and it will help us this 
year.”

There is also help on the horizon.  Ex-
citement in the program is filtering down 
to the lower classes. Dayton had 50 to 53 
freshmen reporting for practice with more 
expected once school begins. 

“That is a good number for us,” Nations 
said. “We haven’t had that in several years 
and they are working very hard.

“Our numbers are good from top to bot-
tom. It is good if they come in, and learn 
to play the right way.”

The program has some new faces in the 
coaching ranks led by offensive coordi-
nator Brandon Craus. Nations and Craus 
have worked together in the past and will 
team up once again. 

“He helped us build this offense and un-
derstands what I want,” Nations said. “It 
is refreshing to have him back. He was the 
head coach at Groveton the last four years 
and he did an outstanding job. We had a 
chance to steal him and we got him.”

Flavio Recio has also come over from 
Lee and will coach the wide receivers. 

“Flavio is a good addition and a hard 
worker,” Nations said. 

The two coaches have some weapons 
returning from last year. Senior A.J. Nail 
threw for 1,295 yards last season and had 
a good offseason both physically and 
mentally. Nations said Nail has filled out 
to 6-2, 190. 

“He had a heck of a spring,” Nations 
said. “He has adjusted to a new offensive 
coordinator and has done a good job of 
picking up the changes in the offense.”

Coming back at running back is Justin 
Santee. Santee ran for just under 1,000 
yards last season and has taken on the role 
of leader. Nations said Santee is doing the 
little things in practice that make a differ-
ence. Another playmaker, Senior Jermond 
Lovely, is back at receiver.

It all starts with the offensive line and 
the coaching staff has been able to move 
around some parts. Because of the depth 
on the line, two contributors from last sea-

son have been moved to defense to fill a 
big need.

Senior Allen Sowell returns and gives 
the program a nice presence on the line 
at 6-2, 280. Dalton Patterson, a junior is 
also returning from last year. Fellow ju-
nior Demetrius Whittington will step in at 
center at 6-3, 270. The coaching staff is 
excited about Whittington’s potential.

“He has a chance to do some good things 
and he has done well,” Nations said. 

Senior Johnny Hoy and sophomore 
Timothy Sjolander will be leaned on to 
fill out the rest of the line. 

Kane Rogers returns for his junior year 
and will concentrate primarily on the of-
fensive side of the ball. Rogers started on 
defense last year but moved over during 
the season. He will line up at receiver and 
H-back. Other receivers who will see time 
for the Broncos are senior Keith Marti-
nez, sophomore Chris Olige and senior 
Jez Thomas. 

Defensively, the Broncos added some 
pieces to the line that can bring pressure. 
Senior Jacob Sutphin is moving over 
from offense and gives the program a 6-6, 
230 athlete that can run. Dominique Mc-
Cullough, a senior, is also moving over to 
give the front a strong presence. Senior 
Jesse Santee will return at nose guard.

“He is an emotional leader for us,” Na-
tions said. 

Leading the linebacker unit is RJ Ore-
bo. Orebo has committed to Texas A&M 
and measures in at 6-7, 225. Orebo in-
jured his hamstring in district last season 
against Nederland and missed all but the 
two final games. 

“We have high expectations,” Nations 
said. “To those God gave a lot, we expect 
a lot.”

Helping anchor the linebacking corps is 
senior Hedil Cuantianquiz, an all-district 
selection last season and will also assume 
the kicking chores. Senior Colby Vauter 
and junior Gaven Bennett will man the 
other linebacker spots. 

Senior Zach Pike will return at safety 
following an all-district campaign. Se-
nior Adrian Curtis will join pike at safe-
ty. Manning the cornerback spots will be 
juniors Bryce Powell-Chimene and Deon 
Robinson. 

With a load of experience, the key will 
be taking lessons learned from last year 
and building on them. Particularly in Dis-
trict 12-5A DII.

“There is no off week in this district,” 
Nations said. “It will be a grind and we 
will have to rise up. That is why we are 
pushing as hard as we can in fall camp.”

Three key games for Dayton this season
1. Dayton at Porter
Dayton will face off against for-

mer district rival Porter in its final 
non-district contest. Porter beat Day-
ton in each of the past contests and 
advanced to the playoffs. For a Bron-
co team looking to return to the post-
season, a win in this game would be a 
step in the right direction and provide 
momentum leading into a bye week. 

2. Barbers Hill at Dayton
The district opener for both teams 

will return to Dayton, where Barbers 
Hill escaped with a win last season. 
The Broncos will have two weeks to 
prepare for the rematch and should 
have a solid idea of what kind of 
team they have after a challenging 
non-district schedule. The senior 
class would love to win this won.

3. Dayton at Nederland
Last year’s Dayton squad fell be-

neath the weight of a top-heavy 
district slate and dropped out of the 
district race with a string of losses. 
The Broncos again have a string of 
tough games in a row. Nederland will 
be the third contender in a row. This 
could be a draw a line in the sand 
game for Dayton.
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State championship or bust for Bulldogs
Baytown Christian

Aug. 30 at BVCHEA   7 p.m.
Sept. 7 Brazosport Christian  7 p.m.
Sept. 14 at Conroe Covenant 7 p.m.
Sept. 21 Victoria Faith   7 p.m.
Sept. 28 at Wichita Christian  7 p.m.
Oct. 5 Alpha Omega   7 p.m.
Oct. 12 High Island   7 p.m.
Oct. 19  Mt. Carmel   7 p.m.
Nov. 2 at Bellville Faith  7 p.m.
Nov. 9 at Orange Comm. Ch. 7 p.m.

BY MICHAEL PINEDA
michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

Baytown Christian Academy has de-
veloped a tradition at the 6-man level in 
TAPPS. Winning a state championship 
simply took the tradition and expectations 
to a new level. 

The Bulldogs posted a 7-4 record last 
season and advanced to the state semifi-
nals despite suffering a slew of injuries. 
Lifegate Christian bounced BCA out of 
the playoffs in a 62-16 win. It was a tad 
bit more than the Bulldogs could stomach 
and they are eager to restore the pecking 
order of two years ago.

“We are still sour,” BCA head coach 
Jeromey Anderson said. “We were up 9-8 
after the first quarter. Our quarterback got 
hurt, my son, Colton, broke his arm and 
Matt Pate injured his ankle.”

With a roster filled with experienced 
players, key contributors returning from 
injury and six newcomers, BCA is in po-
sition to claim its second football state 
championship in school history.

Anderson took the team on a retreat 
prior to preseason workouts. The purpose 
was to put in some work and develop 
chemistry on the team.

“We went on a river trip and had 18 of 
our 22 make it,” Anderson said. “We left 
on a Thursday and came back on a Sun-
day.”

Anderson said the team had compe-
titions and allowed the kids to interact. 
BCA began workouts the first of the 
month. With workouts came the job of in-
tegrating the newcomers to the program. 

“The biggest adjustment is the kids try 
to prove something, but six-man is not 
like that,” Anderson said. “It is not that 
kind of game. There is more to it. A wide 
receiver may not come off the field. It is 
a faster-paced game. There is nowhere to 
hide on a six-man field and the field is not 
much smaller.”

With the addition, BCA is deeper than 
ever. As the coaching staff learned last 
year, you can never have enough athletes.

“Health and a lack of depth hurt us,” 
he said. “So many freshmen had to play 
and weren’t ready. Depth is not an issue 
now. And the freshmen are a year older. 
The kids made strides in the weight room 
this summer.

“We will be a stronger team. They will 
feel us on the other side of the ball.”

One player is not officially a newcomer 
is RJ Washington. But he could be con-
sidered one. Washington suffered a sea-
son-ending injury early last season and is 

eager to get back on the field. Washington 
will suit up at quarterback this season and 
earn experience on the fly.”

“He hasn’t been able to adjust,” Ander-
son said. “He played in only one game 
and still has a lot to learn.”

Bryce Gillam is back at running back 
and ready to build on last season. Gillam 
is small but carries a big load Anderson 
said. 

“He is dynamic and had a great offsea-
son,” the coach said. “He is a small kid 
but benches 250 pounds.”

The Bulldogs will have a newcomer 
to fill out the backfield in Trey Williams. 
Williams is a transfer from GCM and 
gives the team a significant lift.

“He is super athletic,” Anderson said. 
“He could play college ball and it depends 
on if he will push himself.”

The team will also employ a fullback. 
Junior Jelan Dowdy will give BCA a force 
that can gain tough yards for a first down 
or touchdown at 5-11, 205. 

“He is a load,” Anderson said. “He will 
get you seven yards. He is a monster and 
has matured since he started playing here 
in sixth grade.”

Jakob Wheatfall will be one of the op-
tions at wide receivers along with transfers 
Jaden and Jaron Jefferson. The Bulldogs 
will also welcome back Pate at receiver.

“We are athletic at receiver and have 
great size,” Anderson said. “We will play 
fast. Some teams try to hide a player on 
the field and we don’t have one to hide.”

Dave Sun will return at center as a 
sophomore and will see his role expand as 
a receiver in the passing game this season. 
Centers are eligible to receive a pass in the 
6-man game. Jordan Luke, a soccer stand-
out, has made the transition to football in a 
good way and will once again be penciled 
in at defensive end. Luke also handles the 
kicking duties for the Bulldogs.

Jordan Lewis will see time at defen-
sive end along with Jaden Jefferson. An-
choring the defense at linebacker will be 
a combination of Pate, Williams, Gillam 
and Jaron Jefferson. Wheatfall and Wash-
ington will line up in the secondary. 

The team will also have plenty of depth 
coming up, particularly from a strong 
sophomore class. Among the key contrib-
utors are Charles Flynt and Colton Ander-
son.

“The kids don’t get credit for doing the 
dirty work,” Anderson said. 

The Bulldogs will compete in Divi-
sion III, which will have a couple of 
stout teams challenging for the state title. 
The team’s district has started off shaky 

with two teams not suiting up this year. 
Anderson has filled the vacancies and 
developed a strong schedule. BCA will 
scrimmage UIL powers Zephyr and Rich-
land Springs. They will play High Island, 
Wichita Christian, Brazosport Christian 
and BVCHEA Home School. Anderson 
said the school tried to stay in Division II 

but were placed in the division with low 
enrollment. 

“We tried to tell TAPPS we may be a 
small school, be have a big program,” 
Anderson said. “We don’t have a problem 
with athletic kids. It helps when you have 
a winning tradition. We always put a win-
ning team on the field.”

Anahuac
Aug. 31 Tarkington   7:30 p.m.
Sept. 7 Edna    7 p.m.
Sept. 14 at Bridge City   7:30 p.m.
Sept. 21 Bye  
Sept. 28 at Kirbyville   7:30 p.m.
Oct. 5 Buna     7:30 p.m.
Oct. 12 at Warren   7:30 p.m.
Oct. 19 Woodville    7:30 p.m.
Oct. 26  at Hardin    7:30 p.m.
Nov. 2 East Chambers  7:30 p.m.
Nov. 9 Orangefield   7 p.m.

Anahuac prepares 
for new district foes
Woodville leads cast of new rivals in 12-3A D-1

BY JOE BEREZOSKI
sports@baytownsun.com

The Anahuac Panthers have been on a 
roller coaster ride these past two years. In 
2016, the Panthers under the leadership of 
coach Jason Speights fought to the final 
game where they earned the right to play 
in the Texas high school playoffs. Ana-
huac met powerful Woodville Eagles who 
were undefeated in district play. In a well-
fought game, the Panthers fell short 44-23 
and hopes were on the rise. 

Then came 2017, and a little rain shower 
called Harvey. Even with the delays, can-
cellations, missed practices, and all other 
Harvey distractions, Coach Speights had 
the team battle to a 3-1 preseason record. 

Then the bottom fell out when district 
season began. From the joy of a 3-1 start, 
the Panthers fizzled to a 1-4 district re-
cord. Speights said as a team, the Panthers 
did some really nice things especially in 
non-district. 

“But when district started, we lost some 
steam and let a couple of games get away 
from us that we should have won.” he 
said.

The district, 12-3A-D-1, has remained 

the same, but the participants have 
changed. The mainstays are Anahuac, 
East Chambers and Hardin. Playoff-tough 
Hitchcock, La Marque, and Hempstead 
have left and the district increased to 
eight teams. The Warren Warriors under 
Jay Buckner, unpredictable but talented 
Kirbyville led by coach Craig Jones, con-
sistent playoff contender Buna Cougars 
under Bradley Morgan, and old nemesis 
Woodville have taken their place. 

Woodville was an undefeated district 
champ and D1 area finalist and will as-
sume the role of district favorite. Dave 
Campbell’s Texas Football predicts Ana-
huac will finish fifth behind champion 
Woodville, runner-up East Chambers, 
third place Orangefield (with preseason 
defensive MVP LB Blake Bradley) and 
the last dance ticket goes to Buna. Texas 
football believes wallflowers will be Ana-
huac, Kirbyville, Hardin and Warren.

Speights said he is pleased with the 
players he has returning. The Panthers 
have six offensive and six defensive start-
ers back. Leading the team is Alex Smith, 
6’ 2”, 330 pounds, at both offensive and 
defensive line. 

Two junior skill players, Foster Kruzer 

a quarterback and free safety and running 
back Tyrone WIlson (736 rushing and 
four touchdowns) lead the offense. Tight 
end and defensive end Aaron Hvamstad 
has a year of experience under his belt. 
The defense is looking for solid play from 
sophomore middle linebacker Cade Dye. 
Speights is also looking for other sopho-
mores to make an impact and earn playing 
time. 

District 12-3A D1 will be tougher with 
two more teams competing for a playoff 
spot. Speights feels his Panthers are up 

for the challenge and said they can finish 
near the top, and once again feel the thrill 
of the ride in the state playoffs.  To make 
the playoffs, Speights said several things 
must happen.  

The team must stay healthy with so 
many players having to help both ways. 
Everyone on the team from the coaches, 
players, managers, and fans have to buy 
in. 

Finally, Speights feels since the district 
is competitive, the little things must be 
done every day, in practice and games. 

Three key games for the 
BCA Bulldogs this season

THE BAYTOWN SUN
1. Brazosport Christian at BCA
Brazosport is expected to be one of the top teams in TAPPS Division II, one class 

above BCA. Brazosport also throttled the Bulldogs 70-30 last season. BCA has added 
some talent and wants to make amends for last season. This will be a good indication of 
how quickly the Bulldogs are gelling in the second week of the season. 

2. Alpha Omega at BCA 
This will be another opportunity for the Bulldogs to earn some payback. Alpha Ome-

ga, a D-II school, rolled past BCA 84-48 last season. The Bulldogs will also be coming 
off a road trip to Wichita Falls and will have to focus if they are going to turn the tables 
this season.

3. High Island at BCA
The Bulldogs will step into UIL action for a week to host High Island. The Cardinals 

advanced to the playoffs last season and welcome back quarterback Derek DeMoss 
who threw for over 2,000 yards last season. High Island has a 1,000-yard rusher in Nate 
Jackson, making it a nice challenge for BCA.

Baytown Sun photo by Michael Pineda

BCA running back Trey Williams looks for daylight during a Bulldog practice. Williams is one 
of several newcomers who will have an impact this season.

Three key games for the  
Panthers this season

THE BAYTOWN SUN
1. Tarkington at Anahuac
Tarkington will have the honor of serving as the opponent for the grand opening of 

the new Kyle White Field. The Panthers were on the road throughout last season as 
the stadium was under construction. Suffice to say, everyone was be excited for this 
one.

2,  Buna at Anahuac 
Buna is coming off a playoff season and is one of the favorites to advance to the 

postseason. Anahuac also has designs on a playoff spot and will host the Cougars in 
the second week of district play. A win in this game could give the Panthers momen-
tum as they dive into the meat of the schedule.

3. East Chambers at Anahuac
The two rivals will meet in the next-to-last game of the regular season in what could 

be a pivotal game in the playoff race. The Panthers knocked off the Buccaneers two 
years ago to clinch a playoff spot. East Chambers returned the favor last season and 
will be among the favorites to advance out of district. 
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La Porte seeking stronger finish in new district 
 BY JOE BEREZOSKI 

sports@baytownsun.com

The La Porte Bulldogs enter the 2018 
football season with lots to prove after 
earning a playoff berth in 2017, yet feeling 
unsatisfied on how the year ended.  Jeff 
LaReau’s Bulldogs, like many teams, had 
to manage the devastation of Hurricane 
Harvey, which canceled the first game, 
limited practices to a bare minimum, and 
dealt destruction to player’s and coach’s 
homes.  Despite the distractions, the Dogs 
advanced to the playoffs, but fell short in 
the first round to Summer Creek. 

Enter 2018, and La Porte is ready to dis-
play the characteristics that define Bull-
dog football: playing physical, discipline, 
and a will to take on any size or ranked 
team. La Porte has been known during the 
LaReau era for making long playoff runs. 
This season’s team, according to defen-
sive end and leader Ryan Kendzior, is a 
‘true’ team, committed to one another. 

“We hold each other accountable and 
know that we won’t let each other down 
by easing off in workouts. We care for 
each other too much and have played to-
gether since little league,” Kendzior said. 
That type of care for the team was not ev-
ident last year. 

“We had too many individuals, and that 
hurt us,” Kendzior said. The standout re-
cently committed to the Air Force Acad-
emy.

Another early commit is nose guard 
Devin Henderson who is ready to start 
the season and prove all doubters wrong. 
Devin has committed to Texas State Bob-
cat and wants his last season for the Bull-
dogs to be memorable.

 “This group of seniors, even the whole 
team, want to make this year special,” 
Henderson said. “We have understood in 
both offseason and the summer that disci-
pline is key for our success.” 

The Bulldogs will be put in the fire 
before the district season starts. The 
non-district schedule is one of the tough-
est in the Houston area, especially since 
the Dogs are classified as 6A by less than 
100 students. La Porte starts with three 
teams with playoff resumes; Clear Brook, 
Katy Seven Lakes, and Friendswood. 
Then there is the district meat grinder to 
contend with. The schedule starts with 
No. 6-ranked and recent state champion 
North Shore. Next comes Deer Park for 
the annual bloodbath. The Deer captured 
the District 22-6A championship lasts 
season. The next team that can win dis-
trict is Beaumont West Brook, which has 
found new life since Eric Peevey has tak-
en over the reigns. A question remains at 
the new school, Beaumont United. United 
was formed when Central and Ozen came 
together under the guidance of legend-
ary coach Arthur Louis. The talent in the 
Wolves hallway could be enough to battle 
North Shore and Beaumont Westbrook for 
the district crown. 

Other teams in the district are CE King 
under former North Shore coach Derek 
Fitzhenry and Channelview with Averion 
Hurts who has established a solid play-
off program. Rounding out the district is 
Baytown Sterling with newly hired coach 
Robert Toomer and the ever-dangerous 
running back Calvin Hill.

Kendzior (8 sacks) and Henderson (88 
tackles) lead the Bulldog defense. Other 
leaders include snot-knocker lineback-

er Braylen Espinosa, defensive back’s 
Douglas Arnold and Trent Soltes. 

Offensively, La Porte has a pair of su-
per sophomores who played and start-
ed as freshman. Running back Brandon 
Collins (5-11, 205) and tight end Albert 
Regis (6’3” 260) both made an impact as 
freshmen. Collins runs a 4.8 in the forty 
and ran for 563 yards and six touchdowns. 
Regis runs a 4.7 forty.  

Keith Sobnosky, Darion West and Jor-
dan Morales expect plenty of accolades 
as leaders on the offense. Two freshmen, 
linebacker Hayden Light-Willet and kick-

er/punter Levi Hillborn are projected to 
play under the lights with the big boys.

The big question in La Porte is can 
they survive with their almost 5A num-
bers (2,248) against bigger programs 
like North Shore (4,754 students) and 
Deer Park (4083 students). To LaReau, it 
doesn’t matter. 

“We have no control over what dis-
trict we are in, all we control is how we 
prepare and the eleven we put out on the 
field,” he said. “We are proud of our boys 
in La Porte and know we’ll take the fight 
to anyone with no fear. We’ll be ready.” 

La Porte
Aug. 31 at Clear Brook  7 p.m.
Sept. 7 at Seven Lakes  7:30 p.m.
Sept. 14  Friendswood    7 p.m.
Sept. 21 Bye
Sept. 28 North Shore   7 p.m.
Oct. 5 at Deer Park   7 p.m.
Oct. 12 Sterling    7 p.m.
Oct. 19 at West Brook   7 p.m.
Oct. 26 Beaumont United  7 p.m.
Nov. 2 at Channelview  7 p.m.
Nov. 9 CE King    7 p.m.

THE BAYTOWN SUN
1. Friendswood at La Porte
La Porte will host powerhouse Friendswood in its last non-district game. Friend-

swood have moved down to Class 5A but will present a good challenge for the Bull-
dogs as they prepare for a tough run to start district play.

2. La Porte at Deer Park
Both teams could be winless and this would be a game to watch. The good thing is 

both team usually meet with a playoff seeding on the line. 
3. La Porte at West Brook
If predictions run hold out, this could be the biggest hurdle La Porte has remaining 

on its schedule with three district contests remaining. A win in this game would give 
the Bulldogs some big-time confidence.

Three key games for the  
La Porte Bulldogs this season
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1. Kingwood Park at Barbers Hill
It all began to go downhill for the Eagles last season in a loss to Kingwood Park. 

Quarterback Cameron Cauthen was lost for most of the season with an injury and 
Barbers Hill lost a close game and ultimately a spot in the playoffs. Barbers Hill 
might enjoy some payback.

2. Nederland at Barbers Hill
This will be an intriguing early district match-up between two teams competing for 

a playoff spot. The Bulldogs will bring plenty of tradition and talent to Barbers Hill. 
The winner of this game will have some nice momentum moving forward.

3. Barbers Hill at Crosby
The Cougars have developed a tradition of handling Barbers Hill in recent years. 

Last season, the Cougars came out of the half strong and put the Eagles away on their 
way to a share of the district title. A win over Crosby would be huge for the program.

Three key games for the  
Barbers Hill Eagles this season
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1. Crosby at New Caney
Crosby was headed for an unblemished regular season record and New Caney was 

licking its wounds from a beating at the hands of Barbers Hill in the last district game 
of the 2017 season. New Caney bounced back in a one-sided win over the Cougars 
for a share of the district title. Crosby will not have to wait long to gain revenge when 
it travels to New Caney in the season opener. 

2. Port Neches-Groves at Crosby
This should be self-explanatory. The two teams faced off in a bi-district contest last 

season and produced an instant classic with PN-G holding on for a 72-69 win. Both 
teams are once again blessed with firepower and it will fall on the defenses to make 
a key stop for the win.

3. Crosby at Nederland
If it all goes according to script, Crosby will be in the playoff hunt and this game 

will have an impact on playoff seeding. The Cougars could hit the road looking to ice 
down a high seeding and home playoff game. A talented Nederland squad will have 
plenty to say about that as it works to realize its postseason ambitions. 

Three key games for the  
Crosby Cougars this season

District 12-5A D-II projections
THE BAYTOWN SUN

1. Crosby — The Cougars defense 
was hammered last season as injuries and 
youth took its toll. Those players forced 
into action have another year of experi-
ence and the offense will once again be 
lethal.

2. Port Neches-Groves — The Indians 
have one of the state’s top quarterbacks 
in Roschon Johnson who can do a lot by 
himself. Some more help in the running 
game and defense could help PN-G make 
another deep playoff run.

3. Barbers Hill — The Eagles have 
some growing to do on defense. But like 
other district foes, have an offense that 
can produce fireworks. New quarterback 
Hayden Johnson should make a name for 
himself.

4. Nederland — The Bulldogs quar-
terback Blaysin Fernandez and a host of 
other talented athletes as they prepare 
for new challenges. Nederland will once 

again have an impact on the playoff race.
5. Vidor — Vidor has made the playoffs 

over the past two years and will once again 
have a solid team. This is just a tough dis-
trict. The Pirates will give new opponents 
fits preparing for its Wing-T attack.

6. Dayton — The Broncos have the tal-
ent coming back to compete in the district. 
Quarterback A.J. Nail and running back 
Justin Santee will make people pay and 
give their team an opportunity to compete 
for the postseason.

7. Lee — The Ganders have more than 
enough firepower to compete. Depth will 
be a concern this season as well as youth. 
If the sophomores grow up quickly, Lee 
could have its best season in several years.

8. Santa Fe — The Indians probably 
have not stopped wondering why they are 
in this district. Santa Fe has shown im-
provement over the last two years, finish-
ing with a winning record last season. But 
it will probably miss old rivals.

District 12-3A DI projections
THE BAYTOWN SUN

1. Woodville — The Eagles have plenty 
of experience returning 14 starters from a 
9-2 team last season. The road to a district 
title goes through Woodville.

2. East Chambers — The Buccaneers 
got back on track last season and return 
nearly all of their offense. East Cham-
bers spreads the ball around and will have 
plenty of playmakers for a playoff run.

3. Orangefield — The Bobcats are 
dropping down from Class 4A. They made 
the playoffs after going 2-2 in district and 
return 14 starters, eight on the defensive 
side of the ball.

4. Buna – The Cougars made the play-
offs last season and return several talented 
backs. Buna will be among several teams 
in the middle of the pack competing for a 
return trip to the playoffs.

5. Anahuac — The Panthers stumbled 
in district play one year after a bi-district 
appearance. Anahuac has several athletes 
that can make plays. The key will be 
notching a win over a team as an under-
dog.

6. Hardin — Famed former Lamar 
quarterback Larry Haynes will try to right 
the ship after the Hornets posted a blank 
in district play. Hardin should be able to 
move the ball and some talented defensive 
players returning.

7. Kirbyville — The Wildcats posted 
three wins last season and don’t appear 
to have much more of a ceiling entering 
2018.

8. Warren — The Warriors return sev-
en starters from a one-win team. Warren 
should see plenty of Homecomings this 
season.

THE BAYTOWN SUN
1. Houston Austin at Sterling
Houston Austin will be the last non-district game for the Rangers, who will be 

heading into a bye week before district. Sterling will want to head into its break with 
momentum and Austin could provide it. Highly-touted quarterback Malik Hornsby 
has transferred to Fort Bend Marshall, leaving Austin with some holes to fill.

2. Channelview at Sterling
Channelview has been a thorn for Sterling over the past two years. Rather than 

playing at the end of the season, the two teams will play in the second week of dis-
trict action. The Rangers open district with Beaumont United and will want to lock 
down a win over Channelview before entering a gauntlet of La Porte, North Shore 
and Deer Park.

3. Sterling at Deer Park
The Rangers will travel to Deer Park coming off a game against North Shore. The 

Deer also have a new coach and are expected to put the ball in the air. This game 
will be a test of how far a young secondary has come. More importantly, it will help 
determine if Sterling is a playoff-caliber team.

Three key games for the  
Sterling Rangers this season

Baytown Sun photo by Michael Pineda

Football fans are head over heels about Lee quarterback Ijenea Wooley who will be a key 
player for the Ganders in District 21-5A D-1 this season. 
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Email
wcplus@lee.edu

Call
832.556.4447

Online
www.lee.edu/weekend

Part Time Schedule

Full Time Student
Weekend College at Lee College is a program specifically designed 
for working students.  Online, hybrid, and web-enhanced classes 
provide a fast, simple, and direct path for students to graduate 
with a degree or certificate in two years or less.

[C O L L E G E ]

Lee College
Bec�e a 

Time Commitment
Weekend College Plus classes are set 
in  blocks, meaning that night, weekend, 
online and hybrid classes have guaranteed 
spots available.  In twenty-four months or 
less, students will earn either a Certi�cate 
or Associate Degree.  In addition to their  
Associate Degree, graduates may also 
concurrently earn certi�cates of completion 
for no extra cost.

Cost
Programs vary, however, the approximate 
cost from start to �nish is about $5,000.  Lee 
College has several avenues for student 
�nancial aid to assist with tuition, books 
and fees.  With the support of your College 
Completion Coach, you can apply for federal 
�nancial aid, grants and scholarships.

Career Future
Weekend College Plus o�ers a variety of 
degree plan.  Career futures will vary from 
plan to plan.  Regardless of the path you 
choose, an Associate Degree or a Certi�cate 
of completion will help you establish a 
strong foundation for a lifetime career.  Call 
today to speak to a Weekend College Plus 
representative and discover the possibilities 
for your preferred plan.

WEEKEND Programs
All courses are on Friday nights, Saturday mornings 
and Saturday afternoons

Associate of Arts (A.A.)
• Transfer in Allied Health 

• General Studies: Social Science Concentration

Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.)
• Management 

• Computer and Network Maintenance Technology 

Certi�cate of Completion
• Welding Technology 

EVENING Programs
All courses are on Monday nights, Tuesday nights, 
and Wednesday nights.

Associate of Science (A.S.)
• Business (University Transfer degree)

Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.)
• Child Development 

Certi�cate of Completion
• Electrical Technology 

(available at Lee College Education Center,  
South Liberty County)
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