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Barbers Hill Middle School North STEM students toured the International Space Station Bridge Operations Center at           
NanoRacks in Webster. In front, from left, are Gabe White, Aaron Hinkle, Andrew Rowlett and Fenecia Shaiju; in back are 
Beston Hok, Connor Hayman, Audra Sled and STEM teacher Kathy Hayman. See story on Page 3.
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Seven students from Barbers Hill 
Middle School North got to perform a 
science experiment simultaneously with 
an astronaut on the International Space 
Station.

The rock candy experiment conduct-
ed at the NanoRacks ISS Bridge Opera-
tions center in Webster enabled the sev-
enth-graders to hypothesize and observe 
the differences in growth of sugar crys-
tals in different gravity scenarios.  

The simultaneous experiment was 
coordinated by DreamUp, a Houston or-
ganization devoted to providing space-
based research and space-based projects 
to students of all ages. 

ISS Astronaut Scott Tingle and the 
students were given nearly identical 
materials to perform the experiments 
in real time. Students followed Tingle’s 
steps via large monitors. The groups lat-
er compared photos of the on-orbit rock 
candy growth to the students’ ground-
based growth. 

“You could feel the excitement in the 
room as our students watched Scott Tin-
gle (Maker) perform the experiment in 
space, knowing that they were going to 
do the exact same experiment here on 
Earth,” said Barbers Hill Middle School 
North STEM teacher Kathy Hayman. 
“We truly appreciate the opportunity to 
be a part of this project made possible by 
DreamUp and NanoRacks.  This was an 
amazing experience for our students!”  

Three schools participated in the 
event. Barbers Hill students were joined 
by Friendswood Junior High students in 
Houston, and the third group was locat-
ed near the Space Center in Huntsville, 
Alabama.

 “It was interesting to see how much 
more difficult it was to do the experi-
ment in space than it was on Earth,” said 
BHMSN student Beston Hok.

 Barbers Hill School Board member 
Fred Skinner, who works with Interna-
tional Space Station projects for NASA, 
joined the students and shared concepts 
from his own experience and training in 
space transport. In the process, students 
learned far more than just how to con-
duct a rock candy experiment.

“It was really an eye-opening expe-
rience learning about all the jobs avail-
able in science and engineering,” said 
BHMSN seventh-grader Audra Sled. 
“These are definitely careers that I am 
interested in for my future.”  

 BARBERS HILL ISD

Students link to International Space Station

Barbers Hill Middle School North STEM students Beston Hok, Gabe White, Aaron Hinkle, Andrew Rowlett, Fenecia Shaiju, Audra Sled, Connor 
Hayman, and teacher Kathy Hayman got an up-close look at a NanoRacks Airlock model which will carry packages such as supplies and sat-
ellites to the International Space Station. (Barbers Hilll ISD photos)

Barbers Hill MSN students Beston Hok, Gabe White, and Audra Sled perform 
the sugar crystal experiment while observing ISS Astronaut Scott Tingle per-
form the same experiment. In this simple research project coordinated by 
DreamUp, an organization that provides space-based research opportuni-
ties to students of all ages, students compared the growth of sugar crystals 
in Earth’s gravity versus microgravity on the ISS.

International Space Station Astronaut Scott Tingle performs a 
sugar crystal experiment while Barbers Hill students conduct 
the same experiment in real time at NanoRacks facility.
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BY SUSAN PASSMORE
For the fifth consecutive year, engineers from Chevron 

Phillips Chemical Co. worked with seventh-graders in 
science classes at Gentry Junior School during Engineers 
Week (E-Week) on March 1. More than 350 students par-
ticipated in the annual event. 

The purpose of Engineers Week, founded by DiscoverE 
(formerly the National Engineers Week Foundation), is to 
celebrate how engineers make a difference in the world, 
increase public dialogue about the need for engineers, 
and to bring engineering to life for students, educators 
and parents.

Teams of engineers in each science class, most of them 
just out of college, explained the different types of engi-
neering disciplines and various jobs they perform. Stu-
dents were surprised to find out that many of the unfa-
miliar sounding chemical products manufactured in area 
plants are actually used to make items they use every day. 

After learning about engineering and about catapults, 
students were divided into teams and challenged to con-
struct a catapult prototype to launch a pom-pom to test 
the accuracy and power. To test accuracy, teams had 
five chances to get as many pom-poms as possible into 
a container using their catapult. The Power Test required 
launching a pom-pom as far as possible, and teams had 
two opportunities. Finally, for the Tower Test, teams had 
two tries to knock down a pyramid of cups in front of 
them. 

“We greatly appreciate the time and dedication that 
Chevron Phillips engineers commit to our Gentry stu-
dents each year during E-Week. The students had a fun 
and educational experience building a catapult and learn-
ing about the scientific method,” said Melissa Chapman, 
science department head.

Gentry students benefit from the educational partner-
ship, but Chevron Phillips Chemical employees reap 
some rewards from the experience, too.  Joanna Martin, a 
project engineer at Chevron Phillips Chemical’s Baytown 
facility, said she liked working one-on-one with the stu-
dents most.

“I like volunteering and getting kids engaged with dif-
ferent types of engineering. Normally, they are not ex-
posed to engineering until they’re in high school,” Martin 
said. “By hosting this type of event earlier in their educa-
tion, I hope more kids choose to pursue a STEM-related 
career before high school is over.”

 CHEVRON PHILLIPS CHEMICAL

CP visits 
Gentry for 
E-Week

Photos by Carrie Pryor-Newman

Anthony Rendon, IEC project engineer with Chevron Phillips Chemical, explains how a catapult works to Jiayi Yang (left), 
Luis Davila (second from right) and Kiara Amey.

Danielle Gore, (second 
from right), a chemical 
engineer at Chevron 
Phillips Chemical, laughs 
with  Gentry students 
(from left) Jordan Phil-
lip, Lana Larrabee and 
Alayna Harville as they 
use teamwork to build a 
catapult.



BettER care. ClosER to home.

Fast, expert care for individuals and families
in a home-like environment.

Locally owned and operated.
Patients Emergency Room is a Free Standing,
Full Service EMERGENCY facility open 24 hrs, 
7 days a week to treat ALL Emergencies.
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About 180 eighth-grade girls from Baytown Junior High, 
Barbers Hill Middle School and Cedar Bayou Junior High 
visited ExxonMobil for the 2018 Introduce a Girl to Engi-
neering Day.

The event provides the students with a unique oppor-
tunity to interact with successful women who work in 
engineering, math and science and provide a sneak peek 
– through fun activities – into everyday problem-solving 
work. With U.S. jobs growing most rapidly in areas that 
require science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) 
knowledge and skills, the goal of the program is to promote 
curiosity among female middle school students and ulti-
mately shrink the gender gap in STEM fields.

Baytown Olefins Plant Utilities Technical Supervisor 
Jami Guthrie welcomed the students to Introduce A Girl 
to Engineering Day. She spoke of her path as an engineer 
and highlighted that growing up you may not always know 
what you want to be. Guthrie highlighted that although she 
did not know what she wanted to do after high school, she 
knew that she wanted to push the limits. She discussed her 
path to becoming a chemical engineer including being a 
first generation college graduate and having to learn how to 
overcome failure. Guthrie wrapped up her talk by challeng-
ing the girls to push the limits by quoting Walter Bagehot 
saying “The greatest pleasure in life is doing what people 
say you cannot do”.

The students participated in several hands-on activities 
throughout the day. During “Prosthetic Hand Engineering,” 
the girls were tasked with creating hands out of straws, 
modeling clay, and string. They were able to manipulate 
their designs to bend and flex the straws like fingers on a 
prosthetic hand. In addition to biomedical engineering, the 
girls also tried their hand at chemical engineering by mak-
ing fizzy bath bombs with a variety of scents and colors. 
The girls also observed various science experiments and 
demonstrations put on by the Houston Museum of Natu-
ral Science. Their final activity introduced an element of 
friendly competition. The girls teamed up to build a tower 
that was not only tall but could also support weight. Not 
only were the girls tasked with engineering a soaring yet 
sturdy tower, they also were challenged to produce the 
most cost-effective design. 

Melissa Foster, Olefins Technology Chief Engineer, 
wrapped up the exciting day. She referenced wanting to be 
a firefighter at a young age and changing her mind when 
she was older; a concept that many of the girls could relate 
to. Foster also shared her path to becoming an engineer 
including the influence of her chemistry teacher, being 
discouraged by others, and her love for math and science. 
Similar to Guthrie, Foster also talked about overcoming 
failure and pushing the limits to achieve your goals. The 
day ended with Foster challenging the girls to explore new 
things, persevere like Olympians, and soak up knowledge 
like sponges.

Since ExxonMobil began participating in the Introduce 
a Girl to Engineering program more than a decade ago, 
more than 11,000 students have participated in activities 
conducted at ExxonMobil facilities or classroom demon-
strations. 

 EXXONMOBIL

Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day in Baytown

Students from Goose Creek CISD and Barbers Hill ISD team together to engineer the highest tower as part of Introduce 
a Girl to Engineering Day at ExxonMobil. (ExxonMobil photos)

ExxonMobil Intern Estelle Seghers (left) ex-
plains the science behind making bath fizzies to 
student Taja Ana Shinette (right) at Introduce a 
Girl to Engineering Day at ExxonMobil.

BHISD students Brooke Hernandez, left, and Sara Farmer, right, with 
ExxonMobil engineer Melissa Bruschi, center, during Introduce a Girl 
to Engineering Day. The students engineered a prosthetic hand out of 
straws as one of the STEM activities at ExxonMobil.
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Transforming Lives Through Personalized Learning

Affordable and Reliable Learning Solutions

SPRING - SUMMER SPECIAL
$60.00 Down

First 6 sessions for only 
$45 a session

Ask About Scholarships!

Improve your child’s skills in:
• Reading and Math

• Language Arts, Science and Social Studies

Improve your skills for College
or GED academic contents

For more info: 832-210-7521 or learnerdynamics@gmail.com

Diagnostic Team -- Over 30 years of professional experience.
(left to right)  Dr. Wren Bump, Dr. Lillian McEnery, Dr. Joan Ickes 
and Jacqueline Whitaker, Director of Marketing & Public Relations

FREE
Consultation

Visit: learnerdynamics.com

BAYTOWN – Many individuals face 
challenges with learning to read, write, 
retain and understand information, as 
well as studying, problem solving, and 
critical thinking.  Research studies show 
that both adults and children face learn-
ing difficulties that affect their daily lives 
and educational success. For adults and 
children who struggle with learning, a 
new Houston based company, Learner 
Dynamics LLC, provides personalized 
learning solutions for all budgets.  We use 
a unique service and approach for individ-
uals to discover who they are as a learner, 
which is then aimed at overcoming their 
learning problems.  Learner Dynamics is 
committed to transforming lives through 
personalized learning. 

Through the highest quality diagnostic 
evaluation and our integrated assessment 
and care, Learner Dynamics develops a 
personalized curriculum to fit the learner.  
Based on this information, our Learning 
Specialists and diagnostic team deter-
mines the learner’s strengths, learning 
passions and areas for growth to help 
the learner excel.  Over a period of four 
months, Personal Learning Sessions will 
focus on the learner’s personalized cur-
riculum to engage the learner in mean-
ingful and motivating experiences.  We 
offer flexible scheduling and conduct the 
Personal Learning Sessions at the agreed 
upon choice of location, eliminating the 
need for expensive facilities.  Learner 
Dynamics LLC, provides personalized 
diagnostic assessments and learning solu-
tions for all budgets. 

Founded by Dr. Joan Ickes and Dr. 
Lillian McEnery, the Learner Dynam-
ics team consists of cognitive neuropsy-
chologists, professional educators and 
learning specialists who bring a diverse 
and extensive background of experience 
in helping adults and children improve 
their learning.  Together, the team creates 
strategies and learning solutions designed 
to serve each individual in becoming a 
stronger learner.   Dr. Ickes was an Asso-
ciate Professor of Education for 18 years 
with Sam Houston State University and 
the University of Houston-Clear Lake. 
She began her teaching career as a public 
school teacher and then later as a liter-
acy diagnostician. She has a Masters in 
Reading Education and doctorate in Cur-
riculum and Instruction in which she spe-
cialized in the areas of academic learning, 

academic literacy and the development of 
innovative teaching methods for adoles-
cent development.

“I’ve had the privilege of helping hun-
dreds of people learn to learn,” said Dr. 
Ickes. “Our goal with Learner Dynamics 
is to transform lives through personalized 
learning and to build trusting relation-
ships with our clients in order to create 
the best learning solutions for each learn-
er.” 

Co-founder, Dr. McEnery has exten-
sive experience in teaching children and 
adults to enhance their learning abilities. 
She teaches learners how to develop 
strategies that empower their cognitive 
functions in an effort to help learners 
remember what they are taught in their 
academic classes. Professor McEnery 
serves as the director of the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake reading clinic where 
she works with teacher candidates. She 
also provides professional literacy devel-
opment services to various public school 
districts. McEnery has a Masters in Read-
ing Education and a doctorate in Curricu-
lum and Instruction. 

“We created Learner Dynamics be-
cause we genuinely care about people 
and their learning,” said Dr. McEnery. 
“We are passionate about helping peo-
ple discover who they are as a learner.” 
McEnery added that Learner Dynamics is 
dedicated to transforming people through 
successful learning strategies that are de-
signed to fit the learner.”

“Learner Dynamics is growing and 
we’ve added five Learning Specialists 
who are award winning certified teachers, 

which includes a bilingual specialist. Our 
Learning Specialists are Karen Gordy, 
Laura Kovalcik, Claudia Ovalle, Rhonda 
Ponder and Sandra Tilton,” said Ickes. 
“Each of these Learning Specialists brings 
tremendous experience and knowledge to 
the Learner Dynamics mission to serve 
students struggling with reading, math 

and other academic contents.”
Learner Dynamics currently serves 

adults and children in Baytown and its 
surrounding communities. For more in-
formation about Learner Dynamics or to 
sign up for a free consultation visit: www.
learnerdynamics.com or call Dr. Joan 
Ickes at 832-210-7521. 

Learner Dynamics personalizes learning solutions

CLAUDIA OVALIE KAREN GORDY LAURA KOVALCIK RHONDA PONDER SANDRA TILTON



We accept most health insurance plans including HMO/PPOs, Medicaid, Medicare 
and CHIP. We also off er programs to lower the cost of health care services.

to our business partners for supporting

www.gccisd.net | 281-896-7408



Thursday, March 15, 2018 The Baytown Sun   9Business & education

Opens April 10 at 6:30 am
BH Kindergarten Center

High Quality Pre-K open to students who live inside BHISD district boundaries and will be 4 years old by Sept. 1, 2018

Scan for
more info

Email CBen@bhisd.net for Registration Packet

Registration for Fall 2018

BARBERS H LL
Independent School District

Tuition-Based Pre-K Classes

9600 Eagle Drive, Mont Belvieu 281-576-2221, ext. 1242 bhisd.net

 Dr. B.L. Bear Murray provides Psychological/Neuropsychological testing 
and is a Licensed Professional Counselor. He specializes in Post-Traumatic 
Stress and Relational issues. He performs testing for ADHD, Intellectual 
evaluations, cognitive functioning, and other common evaluations. He is 
also specialized in Juvenile Forensic Psychology and is an experienced 
expert witness in family court. He works closely with local Psychiatrists for 
pharmaceutical management. 

Dr. Patricia Frey-Murray is the owner of Grace Womenʼs Center where 
she has been serving the women of Baytown and surrounding areas 

since 1999. She is a Diplomat of the American Board of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology. Dr. Frey-Murray has delivered more than 5000 babies during 
her tenure in Baytown, and she continues to accept new patients. Her focus 
in on the overall health of the women she treats, and along with her team, 

they provide additional services such as allergy testing, immunotherapy, 
behavioral counseling, and psychological testing.

Please welcome Dr. Laura Flores-Rodriguez to our practice. She is an 
OB/Gynecologist, and she graduated Medical School in 2010 from The 
University of Puerto Rico. She later attended the residency program at 
University District Hospital in San Juan, PR. Dr. Flores recently joined the 
team at Grace Womenʼs Center and is accepting new patients. Spanish 
is her fi rst language and she is equally fl uent in English. Espanol es mi 
lenguaje primario, pero soy igualmente fl uente en Ingles.

P
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U
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4201 Garth Rd #290, Baytown, TX 77521 | (281) 422-5535

CRYER POOLS & SPAS
CLEANING • REPAIRS • CHEMICALS
SUPPLIES • POOLS • SPAS & MORE!

NOW- APRIL 1ST 2018NOW- APRIL 1STNOW- APRIL 1STTAX FREE*

SAVINGS EVENT!
• ABOVE GROUND POOL PACKAGES
• BIG GREEN EGG GRILLS

Weekly Cleaning Starting at $30 a week!
Special Financing on select Caldera Spas!
*8.25%  discount applied to qualifying purchases, cannot be combined

Located at 1418 N. Hwy 146 in Baytown
281-420-7665 • www.cryerpools.com

2018 Chambers County Youth Project Show
Youth Livestock Auction

Save The Date:

May 5, 2018
5 p.m.

White Memorial Park
225 Whites Park Rd. • Anahuac, TX  77514

For more information contact the YPS Offi ce
409-267-2729 or ccyps@chamberstx.gov

Don’t Become a Victim of a Phishing Scam!
Phishing is a form of Internet fraud that aims to steal valuable information such as credit card or social 
security numbers, user IDs and passwords.  Generally, a fake website is created almost identical to 
that of a legitimate organization, typically a fi nancial institution such as a bank, credit card or insurance 
company.  An email is sent requesting that the recipient visit the fake website and enter their personal 
details, including security access codes and account information.

As more small and medium sized businesses make use of online services, including email, banking, 
credit card merchant account management, or the management of their company’s website, the threat 
of online identity theft or “phishing” may grow into a signifi cant security concern for these businesses. 
Do no let this happen to your business. 

 Call TeamLogic IT today to help educate your 
business on the threats of phishing and how to avoid 
becoming a victim of a scam:  281-839-2829 or visit 
us online at www.teamlogicit.com/bayareatx. 
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2018 BUSINESS HONOR ROLL

44 years

TAYLOR
A/C & HEATING, LLC

Dana & Travis Taylor & Staff

281-428-1680

Commercial & Residential
Sales Service, Installation

44 years

53 years

39 years

Call Tino: 281.515.7912

Nolasco
Carpentry

General Remodeling
House Leveling

Foundation Repair
Int/Ext • Ceramic Tile 

Paint & Sheetrock Repair
39 years

48 years

ROOSTER’S
Steakhouse & B.B.Q

6 West Texas Ave. • Baytown, TX
(In Historic Downtown Baytown)

www.roostersinc.com

281-428-8222

45 years

55 years

Hutchison & Associates
Engineers • Land Planners 

Surveyors • Designers

1209 Decker Dr., Ste. 100
Baytown, TX 77520
P: 281.422.8213
F: 281.420.2717

jerry@bhainc.com
www.BHAINC.com

Jerry I. Gainer, P.E., R.P.L.S.
President

88 years

L E T  O U R  F A M I L Y
H E L P  Y O U R  F A M I L Y .

88 years

Cedarcrest Cemetery
& Monuments

3010 Ferry Rd, Baytown
(281) 427-2123

www.cedarcrestcemetery.net

67 years

Chris Warford O.D. | Brandon Moderhack O.D.
Optometric Therapeutic Glaucoma Specialists

Celebrating Over 65 Years

www.tsobaytown.com

281-427-7374
301 West Texas

Baytown
Caring for Baytown Since 1951

70 years

FUNERAL HOME & 
MEMORY GARDENS CEMETERY

3919 Garth Road | Baytown, Texas
www.earthmanbaytown.com

281-422-8181

81 years
Von E. Young
President M.P.Lic. #M-13753

A.C. Lic. #TACLA003387C

Residential Repairs and 
Installations Since 1937

301 N. Commerce
Baytown, Texas 77520

281-427-7401 • 281-422-0545

YOUNG PLUMBING
HTG. & AC CO.

Since 19 26

(281) 427-5700
1120 W. Baker Rd.

92 years

72 years

Bo Peep Shoppe

2338 N. Alexander Drive  •  Baytown,  TX

281.422.6643

A Specialty Childrens 
Clothing & Gift Boutique

Open Mon-Fri 10-5:30pm 
Sat 10-4pm

40 years

6503 Garth Rd. Baytown, TX 77521
281-422-5188

Serving Baytown for 40 Years

A Retail Store with Wholesale Prices

89 years

 FULKERSON’S 
PLUMBING 

Residential • Commercial
Industrial

281-421-1732 • 281-576-2752
MPL-1898589 years

62 years

OPTICIANS
281-422-8339 • 281-428-2020

281-427-1329 fax
114 East Texas Ave. | Baytown, Texas 

45 years

Residential
Commercial 

Auto

FULL SERVICE
Baytown’s Oldest

G L A S S  C O M P A N Y

3011 N. MAIN
281-427-4705
joeysglass@verizon.net

The 
Baytown 
     Sun

1301 Memorial Dr
Baytown, TX 77520

96 years

Subscribe to
The 

Baytown  
    Sun

(281) 422-8302



Thursday, March 15, 2018 The Baytown Sun   11Business & education

2018 BUSINESS HONOR ROLL

20 years

808 Park Street
281-420-9829
281-420-2421

recosmo@verizon.net

R&E Cosmetology
& Barber School

et

YEAR-ROUND REGISTRATION

4 years

Prescriptions & 
Compounding

4002 Garth Rd
Suite 140A
Baytown, Texas

281-628-7186
Mon-Fri 9am-7pm
Sat 11am-2pm

www.birdsongspharmacyrx.com
birdsongspharmacy@gmail.com

Fast, Friendly, Full Service 

13 years

 Faith 
Community 
Hospice LLC

Baytown Area’s First Locally Owned 
and Operated Hospice

281-422-0414 • 4721 Garth Road, Suite H 
Baytown, TX 77521

www.faithcommunityhospice.com

17 years

Crespo & Jirrels
6123 Garth Road, Baytown

281.839.0700
www.crespoandjirrels.com

3 years

www.PatientsER.com

(281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East

Baytown, Texas 77521
Fast, expert care for 

emergencies big and small.

Your
Hometown

ER

24 years

Stephen V Takach, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
1421 Massey Tompkins Rd
Baytown, TX 77521
281-428-1952

30 years

 HENDERSON
 GARAGE DOORS

 SALES & REPAIR SERVICE • BAYTOWN 

 (281) 428-1187             1-800-345-8471
GARAGE DOORS

JOHN HENDERSON 628 Cedar Bayou Rd.

21 years
Custom Engraving
Jewelry, Inside 
Rings, Etc.

Glass Etching
Laser Engraving

1120 Massey Tompkins
Baytown, Texas 77521

Glass Stemware
Gifts for All Occasions

(281)428-7415
Paula Avila

Serving our readers since 1922

www.baytownsun.com

These businesses are proud 
to have dedicated years 
of service to the greater 

Baytown area.

The
Baytown
    Sun

37 years

BDI Resources, Inc.
300 W. Texas Ave.
Baytown, TX 77520

bdiresources.com

281-427-1166
Fax 281-427-7113

Since 1981

26 years

Cedar    Bayou
 Self   Storage

Family Owned Business

281-573-9093
Two locations to better serve you!

Climate controlled, non-climated controlled & outside storage

1800 Cedar Bayou Rd. 
5911 N. Hwy. 146

37 years

281-385-1200 12605 I-10 East 
Baytown, Texas

34 years

Cather Insurance 
Agency, LLC
Tel 281-421-7575
Fax 281-421-7570
cathers1@nationwide.com

230 W. Cedar Bayou Lynchburg Rd. 
Baytown, TX 77521

 6 years

PEST ELIMINATION • PRODUCTS

832-556-9315
5067 GARTH RD. BAYTOWN, TX 77521

anytimepestproducts.com
www.baytownexterminator.com

7 years

www.keytrucksales.com

281-427-7528

2716 N. Main, Baytown, Tx

k t k l
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 CHEVRON PHILLIPS

The Center for Workforce and 
Community Development’s Kids 
at College program at Lee Col-
lege was excited to host their 
annual EnergyVenture Reunion 
this past weekend. Sponsored by 
Chevron Phillips Chemical Com-
pany, the Reunion offered an 
excellent opportunity exclusive-
ly for past students to network, 
re-engage with others, participate 
in hands-on activities, hear from 
guest speakers, partake in friend-
ly competitions, and win prizes. 
Giveaways for this year included 
Pirates Bay passes, a game con-
sole, gifts cards, and more.  

EnergyVenture is an intensive 
36-hour weeklong day Kids at 
College summer camp designed 
to help students ages 12-14 years 
old develop their focus on the en-
ergy industry and the career op-
portunities it holds. The program 
was developed for young students 
to learn through fun, hands-on 
STEM experiments and activities 

in science and computer labs, in 
hopes to increase awareness of 
the good paying, high skill jobs 

available in the industry. 
“Lee College truly values our 

partnership with Chevron Phil-

lips,” said Angela Oriano, Ph.D., 
Vice President Workforce & Cor-
porate Partnerships. “Commit-

ment from companies in the pet-
rochemical industry helps make 
the annual EnergyVenture Re-
union possible, and help to foster 
students along a career path to the 
Gulf Coast’s energy industry.”  

The Kids at College Summer 
Program was designed to keep 
children active and engaged 
throughout the summer through 
a wide variety of hands-on, ed-
ucational, creative and athletic 
camps. Camps offered will in-
clude creative/art courses, ca-
reer exploration, brain training, 
teen courses, sports and more. 
Some popular camps from last 
year scheduled to return for 2018 
include EnergyVenture, Culi-
nary Cooking, Creative Arts and 
Crafts, Volleyball, Basketball and 
Let’s Rock Hip Hop Recording. 

For more information about 
EnergyVenture camp, visit the 
Kids at College website at www.
lee.edu/kids or call 281-425-
6311.

EnergyVenture Camp celebrates annual reunion

Students celebrate the EnergyVenture Reunion thanks to Chevron Phillips. The students, not in order, included 
Americo Alanis, Tiffany Alanis, Donald Allison, Mackenzie Brinsfield, Madalyn Brinsfield, Jordan Galia, Kevon 
Haggerty, Siddiq Joseph, Isaiah Lewis, Ronie Simpson, Jade St. Ange, Veronica Torres, Jaime Trevino and Ga-
briel Vallagomesa. (Chevron Phillips Chemical photo)

 WOMAN IN INDUSTRY

The Community College Petrochemical Initiative (CCPI) led by Lee College re-
cently hosted its third annual Women in Industry Conference to their largest crowd 
of more than 800 attendees. The forum, held at Moody Gardens in Galveston, gave 
women, including from high school and college students to unemployed or under-
employed, from the area an opportunity to discover a wide variety of career options 
available in the petrochemical and construction trades industries. College representa-
tives also provided the latest information on degree and certificate options for related 
fields, financial aid processes and more.

 In addition to learning about careers by visiting booths from industry and colleges, 
the highlight of the conference was hearing directly from powerful women who have 
been successful in industry.  Kym Richards, ExxonMobil Baytown Olefins Plant Ma-
chinist, encouraged the attendees during the morning’s panel session.  “Never stop 
learning,” Richards said.  “I wanted career, a home, benefits and to be independent in 
order to take care of my family so I went back to school to better myself.”  Richards 
further urged the ladies in the crowd to “set long-term goals and know there is noth-
ing that you can’t do once you put your mind to it.”

ExxonMobil participates  
in annual college forum
‘Know there is nothing that you can’t do’

ExxonMobil attendees at the Women in Industry Conference. From left are Eva Nicole Riojas, 
Lauren McMullen, Kim Haas, Kym Richards, Patti O’Neill and Connie Tilton. (ExxonMobil photo)
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Jennifer Walsh, head of Com-
munications for Covestro in 
Baytown, was selected as a win-
ner of the GRIT Award by the 
Pink Petro organization, a glob-
al community of energy leaders 
committed to busting the diver-
sity gap and creating a new, in-
clusive future for energy.

This award is a global recog-
nition for difference makers cre-
ating a new future for energy. 
According to the organization, 
receiving a GRIT award is one 
of the highest honors because 
it’s a nomination from peers 
– from someone that has seen 
first-hand exceptional behavior 
and ability.

 Walsh was announced as a 
GRIT Award winner for making 
a difference in industry and her 
community at the HERWorld18 
conference which was broadcast 
globally on International Wom-
en’s Day.

 “This honor was humbling 
and it came with such an in-
credible feeling as love poured 
in the room from women I ad-
mire and respect,” Walsh said. 
“To receive this recognition on 
a day where we are pushing for 
equality and eliminating gender 
bias surrounded by fierce, pow-
erful and inspiring women at the 
HERWorld conference was mo-
tivation to do more.”

Walsh was recommended by 
two former co-workers for the 
award that was started by Pink 
Petro this year.

“It didn’t take long for me to 
learn that her warrior spirit and 
tenacity to achieve her goals 
was very strong,” wrote Britta-
ny Bellair, senior project leader 
in Human Resources for South-
west Airlines, who worked for 
Walsh at Total. “In fact, I have 
never met a person who works 
harder than Jennifer. She con-
sistently demonstrated her abil-
ity to go the extra mile, support 
her co-workers, and her team. 

Jennifer is a fabulous leader and 
role model, and is so deserving 
of this award and recognition.”

The award received about 200 
nominations from around the 
world including North America, 
the United Kingdom, Europe, 
Africa, Asia, Russia and the 
Middle East. Finalists includ-
ed Covestro Process Control 
Technology Engineer, Myriam 
Gateault, as well as women 
and men who have shown hard 
work at all different levels in 
the workplace, including exec-
utives and workers at American 
Petroleum Institute, Shell, Con-
ocoPhillips, Chevron, Baker 
Hughes, Weatherford and BP. 

“A GRIT award is for the un-
sung leader that is down in the 
trenches getting the job done 
regardless of what recognition 
may or may not come their 
way,” said Katie Mehnert, CEO 
and founder of Pink Petro. “The 
furthest thing from a ceremonial 
award, the GRIT awards recog-
nize leaders that boldly step up 
to the occasion, whatever it may 
be.”

All characteristics Walsh is 
known for, which was high-
lighted in her nomination.

 “Throughout her life, she 
has battled against the odds of 
success and regardless of what 
life threw at her (and there has 

been many to overcome), she 
persevered – always coming 
out stronger, wiser and even 
more grateful for the life she 
has lived,” said Gary Guilhas, 
HSSE manager at Shell and for-
mer colleague. “To see her today 
as a successful business leader, 
you would have no idea of the 
courageous path that she took to 
arrive here. She has energy, she 
is fun, she is smart, she works 
hard but most importantly she 
stands up for what is right and 
does what she can to help others 
through their toughest times.” 

Walsh started at Covestro in 
April 2015 where she became a 
member of the site’s leadership 

team and oversees external and 
internal communications for the 
site of nearly 2,000 workers, as 
well as community outreach, 
volunteerism and media rela-
tions. With nearly 20 years of 
experience in her field, Walsh 
has worked in the oil and gas in-
dustry for half of her career co-
ordinating internal and external 
communications at Hess Cor-
poration and at the French oil 
company, Total. Before entering 
into public relations at the Texas 
Department of Transportation, 
Jennifer worked as an editor at 
The Tico Times in Costa Rica, 
and has worked at The Boston 
Globe, The Houston Chronicle, 
The San Antonio Express-News 
and The Beaumont Enterprise.

Walsh is driven by her com-
mitment to the community and 
has initiated numerous improve-
ment projects in areas such as 
education, environment, pover-
ty and quality of life. She is a 
board member of the Gulf Coast 
Monarch Project and the Goose 
Creek Education Foundation, as 
well as former vice-president 
of the Press Club of Southeast. 
She is a frequent speaker at 
high schools, universities and 
non-profits to promote advoca-
cy for women in the workplace 
and mentors young women. 

Walsh is also the founder of 
the Lean In Baytown chapter 
and is a member of Pink Petro 
and the Women’s Energy Net-
work. She was recently appoint-
ed as global mentoring chair to 
Lean In Energy.

“The success I’ve had in my 
profession is due in no small 
part to Jennifer’s support and 
encouragement,” Bellair said. 
“I would not be where I am in 
my career at Southwest Airlines 
without her.”

As an award winner, Walsh 
will be profiled by Pink Petro in 
the coming months.

 COVESTRO

On International Women’s Day, Jennifer Walsh (center), head of Communications for Covestro in Baytown, is 
recognized as a winner of the GRIT Award by Pink Petro presented by Dr. Jen Welter (left), the first female 
NFL coach, and Katie Mehnert, founder and CEO of Pink Petro. This award is a global recognition for difference 
makers creating a new future for energy. (Covestro photo)

Baytown rep honored as unsung hero
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Twenty-four students and two educators from Nankai High 
School in Tianjin, China, visited La Porte for six days as part of 
the global studies program. This is the 10th year that a group of 
Nankai students has visited La Porte, attending classes with their 
LPHS host “buddies” and staying in their homes for the week.

The program began as an initiative of the La Porte Education 
Foundation, which provided for a three-year program in which a 
selected group of 20 LPHS students studied China for a year and 
then traveled to the country as the culminating activity of their 
studies. In 2014, the Foundation also sent three LPHS students and 
three staff members to Tianjin for the 110th anniversary of Nan-
kai High School and the International Science Conference hosted 
there. The first Nankai group traveled to La Porte in March 2009 
and has been doing so every year since then.

On the first day, students enjoyed a tour of the LPHS campus and 
attended classes with their host buddies.  They then left for down-
town Houston, where they visited Discovery Green and went to 
the Houston Rockets game, where they saw history in the making 
as James Harden broke Calvin Murphy’s scoring record.

Students had the opportunity to visit with area professionals who 
work in their career field of interest as part of Career Day. On 
Feb. 1, they took a bus tour of the community and visited La Porte 
ISD’s agriculture facility and attended the 2018 LPHS musical, 
Guys and Dolls.

Accompanied by Robin Guimbellot, a La Porte High School 
health occupations teacher, some of the students visited Patients 
ER and then San Jacinto Methodist Hospital to get a first-hand 
look at health care facilities in our area. 

“We loved having the students from Nankai visit Patients ER. 
They were so thoughtful and had so many great questions for our 
medical staff. They students were not aware that patients could be 
flown to the hospital in critical situations, so it was neat to teach 
them about air ambulance services and have them tour our helipad. 
We are glad they enjoyed their time at the ER, and would love 
to host them again,” said Ashley Shibley, Patients ER marketing 
coordinator.

The students also went to Space Center Houston and the Kemah 
Boardwalk, and Rice University.

 LA PORTE HIGH SCHOOL EXCHANGE PROGRAM

Students visit 
local hospital, 
Patients ER

Students from Nankai High School present Patients ER marketing coordinator Ashley Shibley with tokens of their 
appreciation during their visit to the facility. (La Porte ISD photos)

Dr. Rene Garza talks with students from Nankai High School during their visit to Patients ER.
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Educating the future –
right here in Baytown and Mont Belvieu 

ExxonMobil encourages the pursuit of math, science and 
technical careers through a variety of programs. Whether 
our employees are teaching Junior Achievement in Goose 
Creek or Barbers Hill Schools, volunteering at Introduce  
a Girl to Engineering Day, speaking with students at job 
fairs or participating in our Science Ambassador program, 
we work to ensure the students of today are ready for the 
careers of tomorrow.


